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NEWFOUNDLAND. 


No.l. 

Governor  Sir  Stephen  J.  Hill,  C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl 
OF  Cabnaevon. 

Government  House, 
Mt  Ijord,  Newfoundland,  November  30, 1874. 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  LordgJiip  the  Blue 
Book  of  Newfoundland  for  the  year  1873,  and  have  much  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  present  condition  of  the  Colony  is  most  prosperous. 

I  have,  &c, 
Hie  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Stephbn  J.  Hill. 

&C.      &a      &c. 


Newfound- 
land. 

No,l. 


JAMAICA. 


No.  2. 


Governor  Sir  Wbi.  Gbet,  K.C.S.I.,  to  The  Eabl  op  Carnabvon, 

My  Lord,  Ein^'s  House,  August  22, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Colony  of  Jamaica  for  the  year  1872-73,  together  with 
my  Report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Wm.  Grbt. 

&c    &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 


Report  on  the  Jamaica  Blue  Book  for  1873. 

Leffidaiion. 

Thirty-seven  laws  were  passed  during  the  year.  Of  these  the 
following  are  the  most  important : — Law  4  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to 
"  vest  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  jurisdiction  to  deal  with  the  Custody 
"  and  Management  of  Idiots  and  Lunatics^  and  their  Estates  in  this 
*'  Island,  ana  to  amend  the  Practice  in  Proceedings  in  Lunacy." 

Until  the  passing  of  this  law  there  were  no  statutory  provisions 
whatever  in  tfamaica  on  the  subject  of  lunacy.  The  Court  of  Chan- 
cery had  jurisdiction  to  issue  writs  de  lunatico  inquirendo,  and  the 
Grovemor,  under  a  special  delegation  from  the  Grown,  could  provide 
for  the  custody  of  the  person  and  property  of  lunatics  when  so  found 
by  inquisition,  but  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  all  legislative 
enactments  on  the  subject  of  lunacy,  there  was  great  difficulty  in 
putting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  of  the  Governor 
mto  operation ;  and  in  fact  there  did  not  exist  any  sufficient  means 
for  the  due  protection  of  the  persons  or  property  of  lunatics. 

The  scheme  of  this  law  is  to  vest  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  the 
whole  jurisdiction  oyer  the  persons  and  property  of  lunatics,  and  to 
proyide  a  simple  machinery  for  ascertaining  the  fact  whether  any 
^dleged  lunatic  is  or  is  not  a  lunatic :  and  if  a  lunatic,  for  managing 
his  property  for  his  benefit    The  law  is  mostly  founded  upon  tb^ 
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Jamaica.  Imperial  Statute  34  Vic.,  cap.  22,  Lunacy  Regulation  (Ireland) 
Act,  1871. 

The  inc^uiry  into  the  fact  of  alleged  lunacy  may  be  either  with  or 
without  a  jury.  The  alleged  lunatic  is  entitled  to  trial  by  jury  if  he 
demands  it,  unless  the  Court  of  Chancery  be  satisfied  by  personal 
examination  of  the  alleged  lunatic  that  he  is  not  mentally  competent 
to  form  a  wish  for  an  inquiry  before  a  jury.  If  the  trial  is  to  be 
with  a  jury,  the  trial  must  be  at  a  circuit  court ;  if  without  a  jury, 
the  trial  may  be  either  at  a  circuit  court  without  a  jury,  or  before  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  The  mode  of  trial  is  to  be  decided  in  each  case 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Law  6  of  1873.  A  law  to  render  more  effectual  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment made  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reim  of  King  James  L, 
intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  General  Quest  of  the  Subjects  against 
"  all  Pretences  of  concealment  whatsoever." 

This  law  bars  the  rights  of  the  Crown  to  land  after  an  adverse 
possession  of  sixty  years.  The  law  is  taken  from,  and  is  in  almost 
the  same  words  as,  the  Imperial  Statutes  9  Geo.  III.,  cap.  16, 
sec.  24,  and  25  Vic,  cap.  62. 

Before  the  passing  of  this  law  there  was  in  fact  no  Statute  of  Limi- 
tations aorainst  the  Crown  except  the  local  Statutes  4  Geo.  II.,  cap.  4, 
and  14  Geo.  III.,  cap.  5,  which  under  certain  specified  conditions  bar 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  land  that  has  been  occupied  for  seven  years. 

Under  this  law  the  rights  of  the  Crown  are  now  barred  in  the  same 
time  as  in  England,  except  when  the  two  local  Statutes  (which  are 
still  in  force)  come  into  operation. 

Law  8  of  1873.  A  law  to  enable  the  Governor  to  issue  commis- 
sions of  inquiry  with  special  powers. 

Previous  to  the  passing^  of  this  law  special  commissions  of  inquiry 
issued  by  the  Governor  had  not  powers  sufiScient  to  enable  them  to 
compel  the  production  of  evidence  concerning  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry,  and  as  it  was  very  desirable  that  such  powers  should  exist, 
this  law  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them. 

It  empowers  the  Governor  to  appomt  from  time  to  time  one  or 
more  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  or  management  of 
any  department  of  the  public  service,  or  of  any  public  or  local  insti- 
tution, or  into  the  conduct  of  any  public  or  local  officers,  or  into  any 
matter  as  to  which  an  inquiry  would  be  in  his  opinion  for  the  public 
welfare. 

Power  is  also  given  to  the  Gt)vemor  to  fix  the  scope  of  the  inquiry ; 
and  to  the  Commissioners  to  make  rules  for  the  conduct  of  any  such 
inouiry. 

This  law  does  not  give  the  Commissioners  any  judicial  duties,  or 
powers.  Their  duty  is  merely  to  take  evidence,  and  to  report  for  the 
information  of  Government  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  Commission. 

Law  9  of  1873.  A  law  to  lessen  trade  licence  duties,  and  to 
amend  the  law  relating  thereto. 

The  great  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  Island  since  the  trades  licence  duty  was  first 
imposed  in  1867,  has  rendered  practicable  the  reduction  of  these 
duties  by  one  half,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  remaining  half  to 
sanitary  or  other  useful  local  purp<^es,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  in 
which  the  duty  is  collected. 
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Law  12  of  1873.    A  law  to  amend  the  "  Alien's  Law,  1871.''  '^^^'^^ 

This  law  is  founded  upon  35  &  36  Vic.,  cap.  39,  sec.  3;  but 
IS  somewhat  wider  in  its  scope,  and  more  complete  in  its  provisions 
than  Uic  English  section. 

The  practical  effect  of  this  law  is  to  provide  that  Law  16  of  1871, 
which  allows  aliens  to  liold  land  in  Jamaica  (and  which  is  the  same  as 
part  of  the  Imperial  Statute  33  Vic,  cap.  14),  shall  not  prqudicially 
affect  any  interests  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  Law  16  of  1871. 

Law  13  of  1873.  A  law  to  provide  an  allowance  for  military 
officers  in  lieu  of  exemption  from  certain  import  duties. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  Law  11  of  1867,  which  law  imposes 
import  duties,  exempted  from  duty  supplies  imported  for  the  use  of 
the  military  staff  and  regimental  messes  in  the  Island. 

This  law,  passed  at  the  suraestion  of  the  military  authorities, 
substitutes  the  following  fixed  allowance  to  all  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  army  serving  in  Jamaica  in  lieu  of  the  exemption  from 
duty  under  Law  11  of  1867,  viz. : 

To    the    officer   commanding    the   troops  in^j    «•     ^' 

Jamaica  and  its  dependencies,  not   oeing  >  10    6  per  day. 
under  the  rank  of  colonel.                              J 
To  regimental  lieutenant-colonels  and  officers  ^   q     g 

of  correspondin;^  relative  rank.                       j  " 

To  regimental  maiors  ditto   -        ...        -      3    0  „ 

To  captains  and  ditto       -        -        -        --26  „ 

To  lieutenants,  sub-lieutenants,  and  ditto        -      2    0  „ 

To  the  brigade  major        -        -        -        --30  „ 

To  the  garrison  adjutant        -        -        -        -       2     6  „ 

Law  14  of  1873.    A  law  in  aid  of,  and  to  amend.  Law  6  of  1S67. 

Law  6  of  1867  established  a  Board  of  Health  in  each  of  the 
several  parishes  of  the  Island,  and  gave  these  Boards  various  powers 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  duties  of  a  Board  of  Health ;  but  it 
made  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  tlie 
Boards,  which  were  left  to  be  provided  for,  when  provided  for  at  all, 
by  the  Annual  Appropriation  Acts,  out  of  the  general  revenues.  The 
Law  now  under  report  was  passed  to  supply  this  defect.  It  enables  the 
local  Board  of  Health  of  each  parish  to  levy  a  rate  for  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  for  sanitary  purposes. 

Kates  collected  under  this  law  are  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
all  expenditure  by  the  Boards  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  rates  requires 
the  authority  of  the  Governor. 

This  law  also  enables  the  Boards  of  Health  to  divide  the  parishes 
into  sanitary  districts,  and  to  appoint  Commissioners  of  Health  for 
the  inspection  and  control  of  such  districts. 

Law  15  of  1873.   "  A  Law  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Partition." 

The  first  eleven  sections  and  the  sixteenth  section  of  this  law  are 
the  same  as  the  Imperial  Statute  31  &  32  Vic,  cap.  40. 

These  sections  enable  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  a  partition  suit  to 
direct  a  sale  of  the  land  instead  of  a  division,  when  a  sale  would  be 
more  beneficial  than  a  division,  although  some  of  the  parties  may  not 
assent  to  the  sale.  It  also  simplifies  the  procedure  in  suits  for 
partition. 

Sections  12  to  15  are  taken  from  similar  provisions  in  Law  8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6  PAPEBS  RBLATINQ  TO 

Jamaica.      of  1873,  and  simplify  the  procedure  before  Commissioners  appointed 
in  a  partition  suit  by  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Law  16  of  1873.  A  law  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  transfer 
of  cases  from  Petty  Sessions  to  District  Courts. 

Any  person  brought  before  the  justices  in  petty  Sessions,  charged 
with  having  committed  any  offence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
justices,  has  the  right  to  require  that  the  hearing  and  determination  of 
the  case  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  to  the 
District  Court  But  as  this  right  could  not  be  exercised  until 
the  justices  were  assembled  and  prepared  to  hear  and  determine  the 
case,  needless  delay  was  often  caused  when  a  defendant  claimed  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  and  excessive  delay  was  always  caused  when- 
ever, as  is  too  often  the  case,  the  petty  sessions  were  adjourned  from 
two  justices  not  attending  on  the  day  of  meeting,  or  from  any  other 
cause.  The  exercise  of  this  right  by  an  accused  person  in  the  face  of 
the  justices,  and  when  they  were  sitting  prepared  to  try  the  case,  was 
also  a  disagreeable  incident 

This  law  provides  that  the  defendant's  demand  for  the  transfer  of 
the  case  must  be  made  to  the  clerk  of  Petty  Sessions  on  the  first 
appearance  of  the  accused  to  answer  the  information  or  complaint. 
This  officer  gives  the  requisite  orders  without  requiring  the  presence 
of  any  other  justice  of  the  peace.  The  clerk  of  Petty  Sessions,  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  has  the  powers  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  though  he 
takes  no  part  in  the  judicial  trial  of  cases. 

Law  17  of  1873.  "A  Law  to  facilitate  the  Sale  and  Transfer  of 
"  Encumbered  Estates." 

This  law  is  a  consolidation  of^  and  is  for  the  most  part  in  the  same 
words  as,  the  Imperial  Statutes  17  &  18  Vic,  cap.  117 ;  21  &  22 
Vic,  cap.  96 ;  25  &  26  Vic,  cap.  45. ;  27  &  28  Vic,  cap.  108. 

It  provides  an  Encumbered  Estates  Court  in  Jamaica,  constituted  of 
the  Cnief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  sitting  alone ;  and  this  Court 
has  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  effect  of  the  law  will  be  that  the  Encumbered  Estates  Court  in 
Jamaica  will  have  the  same  jurisdiction  in  Jamaica  as  the  West 
Indian  Encumbered  Estates  Court  has  in  Jamaica  under  the  Imperial 
Statutes,  and  it  will  be  at  the  option  of  persons  commencing  pro- 
ceedings to  choose  whether  they  will  sue  m  the  London  Court  or  in 
the  Jamaica  Court. 

As  a  small  property  which  would  not  stand  the  expense  of  litigation 
across  the  Atlantic  may  require  the  machinery  of  an  Encumoered 
Estates  Court  as  urgently  as  a  lar^e  one ;  and  as  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  this  particular  sort  of  legal  procedure  respecting  land 
should  be  prohibited  in  any  case  from  being  conducted  where  all 
other  sorts  of  legal  procedure  respecting  land  are  conducted,  namely, 
in  the  Courts  of  the  place  where  the  land  is  situated,  this  crant  to 
the  local  Court  of  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  London  CSurt  is  a 
very  reasonable  arrangement  in  all  cases,  and  is  an  arrangement  in- 
dispensable to  justice  in  the  case  of  properties  not  beinc  of  great'  value. 
Law  18  of  1873.  «  A  Law  to  amend  the  Law  relating  fo  future 
*'  Judgments  and  Recognizances." 

Until  the  passing  of  this  law  a  jud^ent  registered  against  a 
debtor  became  a  lien  on  his  land,  and  as  judgments  were  often 
allowed  to  remain  for  years  unexecuted,  or  without  any  attempt  to 
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take  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  land  so  affected,  the  result  was     J^J^^- 
to  impede  the  transfer  of  land,  and  to  put  unnecessary  risks  in  the 
way  of  purchasers  of  land . 

This  law,  which  is  founded  upon  the  Imperial  Statutes  27  and  28 
Vic.  cap.  112,  does  not  affect  the  right  of  a  judgment  creditor  to 
proceed  against  a  debtor's  land,  but  it  prevents  judgments  from 
affecting  land  until  the  land  is  seized  in  execution,  or  proceedings  for 
a  sale  are  commenced. 

Law  19  of  1873.  •*  A  Law  for  promoting  the  Bevision  of  the 
"  Statute  Law,  by  repealing  certain  Acts  and  Laws  which  have  ceased 
"to  operate  or  have  become  unnecessary." 

Since  the  commencement  of  regular  legislation  in  Jamaica  in  the 
year  1681  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  arrange  or  consolidate  the 
Statutes.  Nothing  had  ever  been  done  to  assist  the  student  of 
Statute  law  beyond  this,  that  when  the  first  two  volumes  of  the 
authorized  edition  of  the  Statutes  at  large  were  published,'those  Statutes 
that  had  expired  or  been  repealed  or  disallowed  at  the  time  of  the 
publication  of  these  volumes  were  omitted.  Nearly  all  the  subsequent 
Statutes  stand  in  the  Statute  Books  as  they  were  passed,  the  repealed, 
disallowed,  expired,  spent,  obsolete,  and  otherwise  inoperative  Statutes 
and  portions  of  Statutes,  standing  without  distinction  side  by  side 
with  the  Statutes  or  portions  of  Statutes  in  force. 

This  state  of  the  Statute  Book  was  rendered  even  more  inconvenient 
than  it  would  otherwise  have  been  by  the  change,  in  the  year  1866, 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  the  Island. 

That  change  and  the  alteration  of  the  law  consequent  thereon 
rendered  inoperative  a  large  mass  of  unrepealed  Statutes.  The 
change  of  Constitution,  also,  often  left  it  doubtful  how  far  particular 
Statutes  were  rendered  inoperative. 

Besides  the  confusion  and  obscurity  of  the  Statute  Book  from  these 
causes,  copies  of  the  Statutes  have  become  so  scarce  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  procure  a  complete  set  of  the  Statutes. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  Commission,  composed  of  the 
Attorney-General  and  Mr.  Alan  Ker,  Puisne  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  was  appointed  in  September,  1871,  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  Statutes,  with  a  view  to  the  publication  of  a  new  and 
revised  edition. 

In  April,  1872,  the  Commissioners,  after  a  great  amount  of  labour 
bestowed  on  this  troublesome  task,  made  a  most  valuable  Report,  and 
recommended  in  substance — 

Ist  That  a  large  number  of  Statutes,  specified  in  Schedules  which 
accompanied  the  Keport,  should  be  repealed. 

2nd.  That  after  such  repeal,  a  new  edition  of  the  Statutes  should 
be  published,  containing  only  the  Statutes  then  in  force. 

ord.  That  after  such  an  edition  should  have  been  published,  the 
Statutes  should  be  consolidated  by  a  series  of  consolidating  laws. 

The  law  under  Report  has  been  passed  in  accordance  with  the  first 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioners.  It  follows  closely  the 
precedent  set  by  the  Imperial  Statute  Law  Revision  Acts,  with  this 
difference — Acts  that  are  spent,  that  is  to  say  Acts  which  have  had 
all  the  operation  which  it  was  intended  they  should  have,  but  have 
never  been  repealed,  are  omitted  from  the  English  revised  edition 
of  the  Statutes,  but  are  not  repealed  by  Act  of  Parliament     In 
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Jamaica.  ^Jj^  Jamaica  law  this  class  of  Statutes  is  specifically  repealed. 
Thus  by  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted  here  no  question  is  left  to 
depend  on  the  judgment  of  the  compilei*s  of  the  revisiBd  edition. 

The  Statutes  repealed  are  those  proposed  for  repeal  by  the 
Commissioners,  except  that  in  a  few  cases  alterations  have  been  made 
in  consequence  of  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Statute  or  in 
consequence  of  the  legislation  of  1872  subsequent  to  the  Keport 

This  law  leaves  all  the  operative  Statute  law  exactly  as  it  was,  but 
it  removes  a  mass  of  inoperative  Statutes,  which  were  either 
technically  in  force,  or  as  to  which  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  were 
in  force  or  not  This  law  in  fact  simply  ascertains  what  Statute  law 
remains  now  really  operative, 

A  chronological  table,  on  the  pattern  of  the  table  prefixed  to  the 
revised  edition  of  the  Imperial  Statutes  has  been  published ;  and 
the  way  is  now  clear  for  the  publication  of  a  revised  edition  of  the 
Jamaica  Statutes  and  then  for  a  consolidation  of  the  Jamaica  Statute 
Law. 

Law  20  of  1873.  *'  A  Law  to  abolish  the  Distinction  as  to  Priority 
"  of  Payment  which  now  exists  between  the  Speciality  and  simple 
"  Contract  Debts  of  deceased  Persons." 

This  law  is  in  precisely  the  same  words  as  the  Imperial  Statute 
32  &  33  Vic,  cap.  46 ;  and  it  puts  an  end  to  the  rignt  of  priority 
hitherto  enjoyed  oy  speciality  over  simple  contract  creditors,  in  the 
administration  of  deceased  persons'  estates. 

Law  21  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to  constitute  Courts  of  Inquiry  to 
**  inquire  into  certain  charges  against  Masters,  Mates,  or  Certificated 
^^  Engineers  of  British  Ships  and  into  Casualties  afi*ecting  Ships." 

The  object  of  this  law  is  to  create  a  tribunal  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Imperial  Statutes,  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1854,  and  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  Amendment  Act,  1862,  with 
respect  to  the  cancelling  and  suspending  of  masters',  mates',  and 
engineers'  certificates. 

Law  2  of  1869  was  passed  with  a  similar  object,  but  a  doubt  was 
expressed  whether  the  law  did  eflectually  provide  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  povisions  of  the  Imperial  Statutes.  The  doubt  was  caused  by 
the  omission  in  Law  2  of  1869  of  any  reference  to  the  Merchant 
Shmpingr  Act  of  1862. 

The  law  now  under  Eeport  repeals  Law  2  of  1869  and  substantially 
re-enacts  its  provisions,  and  puts  an  end  to  all  doubt  by  expressly 
reciting  in  the  preamble  the  sections  of  the  Imperial  Statutes  which 
it  is  the  chief  object  of  the  law  to  carry  out. 

The  law  also  authorizes  inquiries  into  casualties  afiecting  British 
vessels  irrespective  of  any  question  respecting  the  cancelling  or 
suspending  of  masters'  or  mates'  certificates. 

Law  23  of  1873.    «  A  Law  in  aid  of  25  Victoria,  chapter  23." 

The  Jamaica  Statute  25  Vic,  cap.  23,  authorizes  the  Governor  to 
prohibit  by  proclamation  tlie  export  of  arms  and  ammunition  of  war, 
out  special  means  and  facilities  for  enfordng  such  proclamations  and 
for  punishing  persons  guilty  of  breaches  of  such  proclamations  did 
not  exist,  in  consequence  of  such  means  and  facilities  having  been 
originally  ^ven  only  by  certain  Statutes  of  limited  duration,  which 
have  expired.  The  consequence  might  have  been  at  any  time 
inconvenient 
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This  law  supplies  this  want.  Jamaica. 

This  law  also  imposes  a  i)enalty  of  50Z.  on  every  person  who  shall 
be  concerned  in  any  attempt  to  evade  the  provisions  of  a  proclamation 
prohibiting  the  export  of  arms,  &a 

Law  24  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to  provide  for  a  public  supply  of  Water 
"  in  Parishes  requiring  the  same. 

There  are  many  parts  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica  where  there  is  a 
defident  supply  of  water  from  natural  sources,  arising  not  from  too 
small  an  annual  rainfall,  but  from  the  porous  nature  of  the  soil,  and 
the  geological  formation  of  the  underlying  rock.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  water  that  falls  from  the  clouds  upon  the  high  lands 
passes  iu  deep  underground  channels  along  the  greater  part  of  its 
course  to  the  sea.  Hence  in  some  extensive  tracts  of  country  artificial 
tanks,  generally  of  small  size  and  constructed  of  masonry,  are  in  neces- 
sary use,  which  in  nearly  all  cases  are  private  property. 

In  other  parts  of  the  Island,  though  small  ponds  are  not  rare 
droughts  are  frequent,  and  when  they  occur,  in  the  absence  of  all 
artificial  provision  for  storing  water,  the  results  are  sometimes 
extremely  distressing  and  indeed  calamitous.  The  vast  artificial 
reservoirs  known  in  India  by  the  name  of  tanks,  but  being  in  fact  large 
and  deep  artificial  ponds  or  lakes  never  dry,  are  here  unknown,  and 
there  are  very  few  wells.  It  may  be  said  that  whilst  persons  of  means 
sufficient  to  provide  some  sort  of  water  work  for  their  own  domestic 
wants,  and  for  their  own  cattle,  or  sugar  or  coffee  works,  are  seldom 
in  any  part  of  the  Island  in  distress  for  want  of  water,  the  masses 
often  suffer  the  greatest  distress  from  this  want,  which,  however,  by 
combination  they  might  easily  avoid. 

This  law  enables  the  Municipal  Board  of  any  parish,  under  autho- 
rity from  the  Governor,  to  construct  public  tanks,  to  sink  wells,  to 
make  waterways,  to  alter  or  regulate  the  course  of  any  river  (not 
being  navigable),  stream,  or  watercourse,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  supply  of  water  to  districts  in  want  of  such 
supply.  In  one  way  or  another  the  water  so  supplied  is  to  be  charged 
for  to  those  who  use  it,  and  the  design  is  to  make  all  such  works  self- 
supporting  ;  any  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  from  the  parochial  rates. 

The  Governor  is  authorized,  on  application  from  a  Municipal 
Board,  to  advance  money  from  the  general  revenue  for  the  con- 
struction of  such  works  as  these ;  to  be  repaid  from  the  rates,  which 
will  be  increased  for  this  purpose  when  necessary. 

The  Municipal  Boards  have  power,  subject  to  the  Governor's 
approval,  to  make  rules  for  the  order,  government,  and  use  of  these 
works. 

This  law  also  provides  for  the  pum'shment  of  persons  who  injure 
the  waterworks,  or  defile  the  water  therein,  or  steal  the  water. 

Law  25  of  1873.  **  A  Law  to  set  apart  the  public  square  in  Spanish 
"  Town,  with  the  public  buildings  and  public  lands  in  and  around  the 
**  same,  for  the  purposes  of  a  College." 

This  law  vests  in  the  Colonial  Secretary,  for  the  purposes  of  a 
college,  the  public  square  in  Spanish  Town  and  the  public  buildings 
around  it. 

These  buildings  are  those  formerly  used  as  the  official  residence  of 
the  Governor,  and  as  the  chambers  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Assembly,  under  the  old  constitution ;  also  those  formerly 
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Jamaica,      ug^j  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  by  the  Government  Secretariat, 
which  have  been  both  transferred  to  Kingston. 

Law  26  of  1873.  "  A  Law  in  aid  of  and  to  amend  the  Habitual 
«  Criminals  Law,  1870." 

This  law  amends  the  Habitual  Criminals  Law  of  1870,  and,  except 
Section  4,  is  taken  from  the  Imperial  Statute  34  &  35  Vic, 
cap.  112. 

The  amendments  deal  with  matters  connected  with  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Law  of  1870,  such  as  the  photographing  of  prisoners  and 
the  conviction,  punishment,  and  supervision  of  nabitual  criminals. 

The  most  important  amendment  is  probably  the  one  contained 
in  Section  6,  which  requires  habitual  criminals,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  police,  to  notify  their  residence  and  to  report  themselves 
periodically  to  the  police. 

Law  27  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to  prohibit,  in  certain  cases,  the  holding 
**  of  Wakes  and  other  Assemblages  of  a  similar  nature." 

This  is  another  law  passed  on  sanitary  grounds. 

It  is  a  common  practice  amongst  the  peasantry  and  lower  classes 
of  Jamaica  to  hold  what  are  popularly  known  as  wakes  over  the 
bodies  of  their  dead.  A  wake  is  an  assemblage  of  persons  who  sit  up 
all  night  sinking  hymns  over  a  dead  body. 

This  practice,  although  disagreeable  to  those  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  place  where  a  wake  is  held,  is  not  usually  mischievous ;  but 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  contagions  epidemic,  in  case  of  death  from 
the  disease,  the  holding  of  a  wake  is  conducive  to  the  spreading  of 
the  epidemic. 

This  law  empowers  the  Governor,  whenever  any  contagious  or 
infectious  disease  shall  be  prevalent,  or  it  shall  appear  that  any  such 
disease  is  likely  to  become  prevalent,  to  prohibit,  by  notice  in  the 
Gazette,  the  assemblage  of  more  than  four  persons  in  any  building, 
or  at  any  place,  in  or  near  to  which  any  person  is  then  lyinff  dead,  or 
within  any  building  in  which  any  person  has  died  within  Four  days ; 
provided  that  in  counting  for  the  purposes  of  this  law  the  number  of 
persons  at  any  assemblage  in  any  building  the  persons  actually 
residing  in  such  building  at  the  time  of  the  death  shall  be  excluded 
from  computation. 

The  prohibition  does  not,  however,  apply  to  any  assemblage  accom- 

Sanying  a  dead  body  that  is  being  carried  to  the  grave,  or  present 
unng  the  interment  of  any  dead  body. 

The  Governor  may  order  the  prohibition  to  be  applied  to  aily 
specified  parish  or  parishes,  or  to  the  whole  Island ;  and  ne  can  revoke 
such  order,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  he  shall  think  proper  to  do  so. 

Law  29  of  1873.  *'  A  Law  to  appropriate  certain  Taxes  and  Duties 
"  to  Parochial  Road  purposes,  and  to  consolidate  the  Law  about  such 
"  Roads." 

This  law  repeals  two  laws  (25  Vic,  cap.  18,  and  Law  17  of  1869) 
relating  to  the  management  of  parochial  roads,  and  re-enacts  and 
consoliaates  the  provisions  of  those  laws,  with  some  important  amend- 
ments and  additions. 

The  most  important  change  efiected  by  this  law  is  the  appropriation 
to  the  parochial  roads  of  the  Colony  of  the  ancient  quit  rent  and  land 
tax  of  one  penny  an  acre,  and  of  the  tax  on  landed  property,  formerly 
a  part  of  the  general  revenue. 
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The  oH  parochial  road  fund  belonging  to  each  parish,  arisuig  Jamaica. 
fipom  four-fifths  of  the  horse  and  wheel  tax,  remains  exactly  as  before, 
and  is  completely  at  the  disposal  of  the  several  Parochial  Boards. 
The  remaining  fifth,  which  was  transferred  from  the  service  of  the 
main  roads  to  that  of  the  parochial  roads  a  few  years  ago,  together 
with  the  produce  of  the  two  taxes  last  mentionea,  is  now  earned  to 
the  credit  of  a  fund  called  the  Parochial  Boad  Reserved  Fund.  This 
fund  is  appropriated  to  the  parochial  roads  of  the  Colony  generally, 
and  is  under  tne  control  of  the  Governor,  to  be  expended  under  his 
authority  on  special  services  in  connection  with  parochial  roads. 

Thus  the  erection  of  new  bridges,  the  laying  out  of  new  roads,  and 
extraordinary  expenses  in  repairs,  wherever  such  extra  expenditure 
may  be  most  desirable,  will  now  be  provided  for  without  trenching 
upon  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  several  parishes. 

The  Parochial  Road  Boards  are  appointed  in  every  parish  annually 
by  the  Governor. 

Law  30  of  1873.  *^  A  Law  to  amend  the  New  Lunatic  Asylum 
«  Act,  1861." 

This  law  cures  those  faults,  and  supplies  those  defects,  in  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  Law  passed  in  1861,  which  have  been  found  in 
practice  to  be  the  most  objectionable  or  inconvenient. 

Under  the  law  of  1861,  a  lunatic  found  wandering  at  large,  and 
without  friends,  could  not  lawfully  be  committed  to  the  asylum  unless 
it  was  also  proved  that  he  was  dangerous. 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  law,  there  were  instances  of 
lunatics  wandering  at  large,  homeless  and  friendless,  who  could  not 
lawfully  be  sent  to  the  asylum,  and  for  whose  proper  treatment  the 
parishes  had  no  means  or  appliances  available. 

This  law  also  provides  for  the  reception  at  the  asylum  of  insane 
persons  from  prisons,  hospitals,  almshouses,  and  other  public  insti- 
tutions. 

No  person  can  be  received  into  the  asylum  from  these  institutions 
unless  accompanied  by  certificates,  from  the  medical  officer  of  the 
institution  from  which  the  person  is  sent  and  from  one  other  duly 
qualified  practitioner,  that  tne  person  for  whom  admission  is  sought 
is  insane  and  a  fit  subject  to  be  confined  in  the  asylum. 

The  medical  superintendent  of  the  asylum  has  the  power  to  refuse 
admission  to  any  person  who  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  an  unfit  object 
for  admis^on,  and  he  may  send  sucn  person,  if  he  be  sick  or  destitute, 
to  the  public  hospital  or  the  poor-house. 

This  law  for  tne  first  time  makes  each  parish  chargeable  for  the 
expenses  of  maintenance  and  treatment  of  the  destitute  lunatic 
patients  sent  from  it  to  the  asylum. 

Law  34  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to  create  the  Office  of  Admmistrator- 
«  General." 

The  want  of  some  duly  authorized  officer  to  take  charge  of  the 
property  of  persons  who  die  either  intestate  or  without  leaving 
executors  who  will  act,  and  who  do  not  leave  any  relations  in  Jamaica, 
has  long  been  a  great  evil  in  this  community.  It  has  been  a  common 
practice  for  some  creditor,  or  person  styling  himself  a  creditor  of  a 
deceased  intestate,  to  daim  letters  of  administration  as  such  creditor, 
when  there  is  no  claim  by  any  relative,  and  then  to  keep  the  \yhole 
property  in  the  absence  of  any  person  entiUed  to  the  residue,  and 
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Jamaica^  willing  and  able  to  enforce  his  claims.  Sometimes  there  has  been  a 
contest  between  two  or  more  alleged  creditors,  each  of  whom  claims 
administration,  with  the  scarcely  concealed  intention  of  keeping  what- 
ever he  may  get.  Cases  of  this  sort  have  occurred  more  frequently 
than  might  be  supposed,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  persons  in 
Jamaica  who  have  no  relatives  here. 

In  some  cases  where  such  facts  as  above  mentioned  have  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  Court  of  Ordinary,  the  Crown  Solicitor  has 
been  appointed  administrator.  In  many  cases  there  were  no  facts 
before  the  Court  which  would  authorize  the  Court  to  appoint  the 
Crown  Solicitor  administrator,  instead  of  a  creditor  or  other  similar 
applicant,  and  jet  there  was  good  reason  for  not  appointing  the 
applicant  administrator,  if  such  an  appointment  could  be  avoided. 

The  want,  also,  of  some  public  officer  or  department  bound  to 
accept  all  trusts,  and  certain  to  carry  out  efficiently  all  trusts  vested 
in  him  or  it,  has  also  been  long  felt. 

The  object  of  thb  law  is  to  obviate  this  evil,  and  to  supply  this 
want  by  creating  an  official  trustee,  who,  under  the  title  of  Adminis- 
trator-General, IS  bound  to  administer  on  the  estates  of  persons — 

1st.  Who  die  intestate  without  leaving  a  widower,  widow,  brother, 
sister,  or  any  lineal  ancestor  or  descendant;  or  leaving  such  relative, 
if  no  such  relative  shall  take  out  letters  of  administration. 

2nd.  On  the  estate  of  all  persons  who  shall  die  leaving  a  will,  but 
leaving  no  executor  or  no  executor  who  will  act,  if  no  such  relative 
as  aforesaid  of  such  deceased  shall  take  out  letters  of  administration. 

3rd.  On  the  estate  of  any  person  who  shall  appoint  the  Adminis- 
trator-General the  sole  executor  of  his  will,  but  the  Administrator- 
General  cannot  act  as  a  co-executor  with  any  other  person. 

The  Administrator-General  may  be  appointed  trustee  of  any  real 
or  personal  property  in  the  same  way  that  any  other  person  might  bo 
appointed  trustee. 

He  may  also  be  appointed  guardian  of  any  infant,  committee  of 
any  lunatic  or  idiot,  and  receiver  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Subject 
to  a  few  specified  exceptions,  the  Administrator-General  is  bound  to 
accept  any  trust,  guardianship,  committeeship,  administration,  or 
executorship  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  has  to  give  large  security 
(6,000Z.)  for  the  due  performance  of  his  duties. 

In  cases  of  endowments  as  to  which  the  Governor  has  the  power 
of  appointing  a  trustee  or  trustees,  the  Administrator-General  will 
usually  be  appointed  to  such  office. 

The  Administrator-General  will  be  subject  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery as  any  other  administrator,  executor,  or  trustee,  guardian,  or 
receiver,  is  subject  to  the  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  may 
restrain  the  Administrator-General  from  improperly  acting  or  omit- 
ting to  act,  and  may  summarily  require  him  to  pay  tor  any  damage 
that  any  wrongful  act  or  omission  has  caused.  He  will  be  required 
to  keep  a  full  account  of  all  transactions  with  respect  to  all  estates 
vested  in  or  administered  by  him.  His  books  will  be  open  for  inspec- 
tion of  all  persons  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  He  must  pay  all 
moneys  that  come  into  his  hands  as  Administrator-Genera^  into  the 
Government  Savings  Bank. 

A  complete  and  accurate  statement  of  the  payments,  receipts  and 
transactions  of  the  Administrator-Generars  office  ard  an  account  of 
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the  fees  the  Administrator-General  has  received  is  to  be  fumbhed  to      Jamaica. 
the  Governor  by  the  Administrator-General  every  year. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  the  audit  of  the  accounts. 
The  Administrator-General  is  remunerated  for  his  services  by  a 
commission  of  6  per  cent,  on  all  payments  or  distributions  of  or  out 
of  the  trust  property  made  by  him.    This  is  the  remuneration  now 
allowed  by  the  Jamaica  Statute  24  Geo.  II.,  cap.  18,  to  trustees, 
executors,  administrators,  and  others,  for  the  performance  of  their 
duties  as  such. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  appointment  of  the  Administrator-General 
in  any  case  is  entirely  optional  with  those  who  have  the  power  of 
creating  the  trust  If  any  other  person  is  preferred  as  trustee,  such 
other  person  may  be  appointed. 

This  law  does  not  of  itself  give  any  trust  to  the  Administrator- 
General,  except  in  the  case  of  persons  who  die  intestate  or  without 
executors  who  will  act,  and  whose  near  relations  refuse  to  take  out 
administration.  In  such  cases  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  respon- 
sible public  officer  under  efficient  supervision,  and  who  finds  large 
security,  will  be  a  far  better  administrator  than  any  creditor  or  other 
stranger  is  likely  to  be. 

Law  35  of  1873.  ^A  Law  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
"  respecting  Pilots  and  Pilotage." 

The  law  relating  to  pilots  had  long  been  justly  complained  of  as 
quite  inefficient.  It  neither  secured  the  licensing  of  skilful  and  sober 
pilots,  nor  provided  practicable  means  of  withdrawing  the  licences  of 
pilots  whose  incapacity  or  misconduct  was  manifested. 

Their  personal  responsibility  when  their  misconduct  resulted  in  the 
damaging  or  loss  of  vessels  in  their  charge  was  in  effect  worthless. 

The  present  law  is  calculated,  if  properly  worked,  to  remove  this 
evil,  and  to  provide  a  more  efficient  and  responsible  pilot  service. 

It  provides  a  system  for  the  examination,  admission,  and  super- 
intendence of  pilots,  better  than  the  system  which  has  hitherto 
existed. 

It  empowers  the  Governor  to  constitute  pilotage  and  harbour  dis- 
tricts, and  to  appoint  a  Pilotage  and  Harbour  Board  for  each  district. 
The  Governor  in  Privy  Council  has  authority  to  make  general 
rales  for  the  guidance  of  the  Boards,  and  general  rules  to  be 
observed  by  all  pilots,  and  also  to  make  special  rules  for  any  par- 
ticular Board  or  the  pilots  of  any  particular  port,  and  such  rules  may 
impose  penalties  not  exceeding  10?.  for  the  breach  thereof. 

The  principal  duty  of  a  Pilotage  and  Harbour  Board  is  carefully  to 
examine  candidates  for  licences  as  pilots  in  regard  to  their  nautical 
»kiU,  local  knowled^,  and  sober  haoits.  They  can  call  in  whenever 
necessary  two  nautical  persons  to  act  as  assessors  and  to  assist  the 
Board 

If  a  candidate  passes  his  examination,  the  Board  grants  a  certificate 
of  the  fact,  but  the  candidate  cannot  act  as  a  pilot  until  he  has  entered 
into  a  bond  with  two  or  more  approved  sureties  in  such  amount  as 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  rules,  or  it  not  fixed  by  the  rules  such  as  the 
Pilotage  Board  shall  fix  to  answer  any  damage  or  expenses  caused 
by  his  unskilfiilness,  negligence,  or  misconduct  as  a  pilot,  nor  until  he 
has  received  from  the  Governor  a  licence  to  a£t,  and  the  Governor 
may  grant  or  withhold  such  licence  in  his  discretion,  ^ 
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Jamaica.         A  licence  has  effect  from  the  date  on  which  it  is  granted  till  the 

Slst  of  December  in  the  year  in  which  it  is^  granted,  and  it  may  be 

renewed  annually  at  the  bNBginning  of  every  year,  if  recommended  by 
the  Pilotage  Board. 

The  Board  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  licence  of  a  pilot  within 
its  district  for  such  period  as  the  Board  may  think  fit,  if  the  Board 
after  inquiry  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  pilot  has  been  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct or  negligence,  but  the  Governor  has  the  power  to  vary  or 
reverse  the  decision  of  the  Board.  And  the  Board  may  report  the 
case  to  the  Governor,  who  may  thereupon,  if  he  shall  think  fit, 
revoke  the  pilot's  licence. 

Any  master  or  mate  of  a  vessel,  after  passing  the  examination  and 
otherwise  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  may  be  licensed 
to  pilot  the  vessel  of  which  he  is  the  master  or  mate. 

It  is  believed  that  this  law,  when  it  comes  into  full  operation  which 
it  has  not  yet  done,  will  be  found  to  provide  a  much  more  eflBcient 
and  responsible  body  of  pilots,  and  a  better  pilotage  system  generally, 
than  the  Colony  has  hitherto  possessed. 

Law  36  of  1873.  "  A  Law  to  amend  and  consolidate  ttie  Laws 
'*  relating  to  Harbours."  . 

This  law  replaces  and  amends  various  enactments,  extending  over 
a  period  of  nearly  200  years,  relating  to  harbours. 

It  provides  for  the  appointment  oi  harbour  masters  whose  powers 
and  <&ties  are  defined,  and  it  enables  the  Governor  in  Privy  Council 
to  constitute  any  port  or  roadstead,  &c.,  a  harbour  under  tnis  law,  to 
define  the  extent  and  the  boundaries  of  any  harbour,  and  to  abolish 
any  harbour. 

All  harbour  masters,  and  all  harbours,  with  the  buoys,  marks,  &e^ 
therein,  and  in  the  channels  leading  thereto,  are  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Pilotage  and  Harbour  Boards  established  by 
Law  35  of  1873. 

This  law  also  provides  for  the  placing,  preservation,  protection, 
and  keeping  in  order  of  all^buoys  and  marks  in  the  several  harbours 
and  channels,  and  for  preventing  obstruction  or  injury  to  such 
harbours  and  channels  and  for  the  proper  mooring  of  vessels  therein. 

As  mud  ballast  is  believed  to  produce  fever,  it  prohibits  under  heavy 
penalty  the  use  of  such  ballast,  ^nd  it  requires  that  any  vessel  arriving 
with  mud  ballast  shall  forthwith  discharge  it  at  some  proper  spot. 

Law  37  of  1873.     "  A  Law  to  encourage  Maltese  Immigration." 

This  law  regulates  the  introduction  into  Jamaica  of  immigrants 
from  the  Island  of  Malta. 

Attention  was  attracted  to  this  subject  by  a  communication  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  West  India  Committee  in  London  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  by  a  correspondence  between 
two  Jamaica  proprietors  and  the  Governor  of  Malta. 

It  was  represented  in  these  communications  that  there  is  in  Malta  a 
superabundlant  population,  prderly,  industrious,  and  accustomed  to  agri- 
cultural work  in  a  very  hot  climate,  and  that  from  th^s  community  a  class 
of  labourers  could  be  obtained  who  would  take  readily  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  staple  products  of  the  West  Indies.  It  was  alarmed  that 
many  of  these  people  would  be  willing  to  emigrate  from  Malta,  if  they 
were  made  aware  of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  in  the  West  Indies. 

In  consequence  of  these  representations  this  law  was  passed,  which 
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appli^  to  immigrants  from  Malta  the  general  Emigration  Laws  of     Jamaica. 
Jamaica^  with  the  following  modifications : —  """" 

1.  Maltese  immigrants  on  arrival  are  to  be  indentured  for  five 
years^  and  will  be  entitled  to  a  return  passage  after  seven  years* 
residence,  a  right  commutablo  for  money  payment,  or  a  grant  of 
land,  or  both. 

After  two  years'  service  under  indenture  any  Maltese  immigrant 
may  release  himself  firom  further  liability  to  service  by  paying  to  the 
Agent-General  of  Emigration  4Z.,  forfeiting,  however,  thereby  his 
right  to  a  return  passage.  After  three  years'  indentured  service  he 
may  commute  the  remaining  period  of  his  indentured  service  by  a 
money  payment  of  8?.,  and  after  four  years'  indentured  service  he  may 
commute  it  by  a  money  payment  of  4Z.,  without  in  these  cases  for- 
feiting his  right  to  a  return  passage  after  seven  years'  residence. 

Wnile  under  indenture,  Maltese  immigrants  will  receive  wages  of 
not  less  than  Is.  3d.  per  day,  and  will  be  {urovided  with  detached 
cottages,  the  site  and  description  of  buildings  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Medical' and  Inmiigration  Departments. 

Employers  of  Maltese  immigrants  will  be  required  to  ration  them 
during  such  time  and  acceding  to  such  scale  as  may  be  fixed  by  the 
Grovemment. 

A  cottage  for  a  diapel  must  be  set  apart  by  the  employer  for  the 
use  of  Maltese  immigrants  when  required,  and  the  employers  of  these 
immigrants  are  required  to  pay  a  small  additional  capitation  tax  to 
support  the  Roman  Catholic  priests  whose  services  are  required  by 
the  immigrants. 

Two  £fierent  objections  have  been  taken  to  the  last-mentioned 
provision. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  has  been  contended  that  the  planter  at  whose 
desire  Maltese  immigrants  may  be  imported,  and  for  whom  they  may 
work  under  indentures,  ought  not  to  pay  a  higher  capitation  charge 
for  them  than  is  paid  for  other  indentured  immi^nts,  and  that  the 
extra  charge  in  question  ought  to  fall  on  the  Immigration  Fund. 
On  the  other  hand,  an  objection  has  been  taken  by  several  persons  to 
the  prorision  for  chapels  and  priests,  on  the  ground  that  it  confers 
exceptional  privileges  on  labourers  who  profess  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith,  by  providing  them  with  gratuitous  religious  instruction  in  their 
own  particular  reUgion,  a  course  which  appeared  to  the  objectors  in- 
consistent with  religious  equality  and  the  principle  of  disendowment. 

Neither  objection  was  considered  to  be  valid.  The  Maltese 
labouring  class  expressly  made  it  an  indispensable  condition  to  their 
consenting  to  emigrate,  that  they  should  have  the  services  of  Italian 
priests  of  their  own  faith  provided  for  them  during  their  sojourn  here, 
and  the  Government  was  oflBcially  informed  that  without  such  a 
provision  there  would  be  no  emigration  from  Malta.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  seemed  but  reasonable  that  a  peculiar  charge  such  as  this 
should  fall  on  the  particular  employers  benefiting  by  the  labour  of 
those  who  innsted  upon  its  being  incurred.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
this  provision  was  clearly  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  compensation 
whic^  Maltese  labourers  required  in  return  for  their  labour.  In  this 
view  the  case  was  considered  to  be  the  same  as  though  peculiar 
provisions  in  their  favour  of  any  other  sort,  such,  for  instance,  as 
extra  dotbiog,  Gf  bouse  accommodatipn;  were  insisted  ufoa.    In  no 
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Jamaioa.  sense,  it  was  held,  could  the  acceptance  of  such  conditions  be  regarded 
as  a  gratuitous  provision  of  such  extras,  for  it  was  plainly  no  more 
a  gratuitous  provision  of  what  was  demanded  than  was  the  higher 
minimum  wages  which  Maltese  immigrants  demanded  as  compared 
with  the  minimum  wages  of  Indian  immigrants. 

Thus  the  provisions  respecting  Boman  Catholic  priests  and  the 
payment  of  such  priests  have  been  treated  like  those  respecting  food, 
pay,  and  all  other  stipulations  on  the  fitith  of  which  the  immigrant 
consents  to  come  under  indenture. 

And,  as  the  charge  for  this  service  will  not  fall  on  the  public  or 
on  any  public  fund,  but  will  be  paid  for  exclusively  by  the  individuals 
who  import  the  immigrants,  there  can  be  no  ground  for  viewing  it  as 
a  public  endowment  to  a  particular  denomination. 

Finance. 

The  year  under  Report,  1872-73,  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  in 
which  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  has  been  obtained.  The 
accounts  of  the  year,  excluding  the  immigration  accounts,  which  are 
always  separately  treated,  show  a  surplus  of  16,520/.,  exclusive  of  a 
sum  of  10^367.,  which  has  been  invested  in  securities  bought  for  sink- 
ing funds  for  the  eventual  redemption  of  debt. 

Prom  this  surplus,  6,426/.  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  debt 
by  the  redemption  of  debentures  which  oecame  ripe  for  redemption, 
thus  reducing  the  amount  of  the  surplus  available  for  other  objects  to 
10,094/.  Of  this  last  amount  8,220/.  is  available  for  special  objects, 
being  the  surplus  over  expenditure  of  spedal  revenue  appropriated  to 
particular  services  (parochial  roads,  poor  rates,  &c.),  and  will  be 
funded  for  those  particular  services.  The  remainder,  1,874/.,  is 
available  for  generai  purposes. 

The  following  figures  give  the  actual  results  of  the  year  1872-73 : — 

£ 

General  revenues          -        -        -        •        .      421,947 
General  expenditure 403,411 

Excess  of  general  receipts  over  general  expendi- 
ture      18,536 

Deduct  investment  in    securities,  and  actual 

payment  for  redemption  of  debt  -        -    -        16,662 

Net  surplus      -        -        -       £1,874 

£ 

Appropriated  revenue 59,007 

„  expenditure      .        -        «        -        50,787 

Surplus        -        -        -    -  8,220 

Total  surplus    -        -        -      £10,094 

This  surplus  is  shown  after  charging  as  expenditure  19,005/. 
expended  on  special  services  for  roads  and  works,  which  expendi- 
ture it  was  intended,  in  framing  the  estimates  at  the  outset  of  the  year, 
to  defray  fix)m  past  balances,  but  which,  owing  to  the  unexpected 
yield  of  the  revenue,  has  been  defrayed  from  receipts  during  the  year. 
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Adding  the  surplus  of  1,8747.,  ayailable  from  the  general  revenues 
of  thib  year,  to  the  sum  of  50,9197.,  being  the  unexpended  balance 
of  surplus  revenues  of  former  years,  the  total  sum  of  52,7937.  is  avail- 
able lor  any  special  services  for  which  it  may  be  required.  Of  this 
amount  it  has  been  proposed  to  appropriate  during  1873-71, 37,219/. 
for  special  services  on  roads  and  worxs,  thus  leaving  15,574/.  in  the 
chest  available  for  any  further  special  service. 

The  immigration  fund  account  is  not  included  in  the  above  figures. 
The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  were  as  follow : 

£ 
Revenue        -        -        -    33,813 
Expenditure      -        -    -    69,261 

The  difierence  between  the  imroigNition  revenue  and  expenditure 
was  defrayed  partly  by  the  balance  (1,6007.)  raised  during  the  year 
of  the  second  instalment  of  the  immigration  loan,  and  the  remainder 
by  a  temporary  advance  from  the  puolic  chest,  which  has  since  been 
repaid  from  the  proceeds  of  a  further  loan  raised  by  the  fund. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  receipts  in 
the  year  1872-73,  both  of  revenue  and  of  other  moneys,  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  year  immediately  preceding. 


Jaicaicju 


1871-73. 


More. 


Jjeas. 


Import  Dutios  and  Pees  -        -        -    - 
Tannage  Light  Dues  ... 

Exdae  Bam  Duties         -       -       -   - 
Spirit  Licences  .... 

Tnde  Licences,  Old       -       -        •   - 

Ditto,  New 

Land  Tax,  Old 

Ditto,  New  Property  Tax    - 

Poor  Bate,  House  Tax    - 

Parochial  Boed  Tax— Horse-kind  and] 

Wheels J 

Dog  Tax 

Poet  Office 

IGaoellaneoiis 

Stamps 


Interest  on  Sconrities  held  for  Sinking^ 
Ponds         


Total  Be  venae  - 

ImnoBATioir  Bktvnub. 

Sxport  Dn^r 

Capitation  Tax,  &C.     ... 

Interest 

OoDtribation  &om  general  Beyenaes  fori 

eoloniiatiiNii  of  East  Indian  immi-; 

grauta 


Bbckpts  on  Debt  Acoottnt. 

Exoess  of  Deposits  in  Treasary  oyerl 

Withdrawals / 

Lmnigration  Loan      ... 

Grand  Total  Beoeipts    - 


£ 

241,821 

2,655 

90,555 

15,485 

630 

3,913 

8,495 

4,630 

23,723 

24,707 

*171 
13,867 
29,2,32 
15,171 


475,055 
5,899 


480,954 


17,327 

10,468 

1,018 

5,000 


514,767 

9,499 
1,600 


525,866 


£ 

224.077 

2,905 

86.171 

15,765 

817 

7,203 

8,772 

4,826 

24,912 

24,821 

183 
18,887 
28,022 
13,528 


455,889 
4,185 


£         I         £ 

17,744         — 

—  1        250 
4,384         — 

—  280 

—  I        187 

—  3,290 
277 
196 

1,189 

114 

12 
20 


_      I 


1,210 
1,643 


19,166  j      — 

1,764 ;    - 


460,024       20,930  ;      — 


22,686 
9,679 
2.175 


494.564 

74,471 
13,4C0 


582,435 


789 


5,359 
ljf57 
5,000        — 


20,203 


64,972 
11,800 


56,569 
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The  continued  increase  in  import  doties  may  be  taken  as  a  eertain 
sign  of  the  constant  increase  of  the  commarcial  busineas  of  this 
Colony. 

Below  is  a  Table  showing  the  Treasury  disbursements  of  the  year 
under  Report,  both  on  account  of  current  expwiditnre  and  on  all 
other  accounts,  contrasted  with  those  of  the  preceding  year. 


EBtablishments : — 
CivU  -        -       -       -       - 

Jodioial  ------ 

Ditto,  District  CoortB  - 

BeyeDiie 

Public  Gardens  Plantations    -       -    - 

Port  Office 

Eoolesiastioal 

Medical       ------ 

Constabolarj 

Prisons  Penitontiaiy  Befonnatoiy 
Education  ------ 

Miscellaneous 

Ck>lonization  of  Immigrants 

MUitary 

Boads         ...... 

BnUdings 

Land  Expenses 

Pensions  .----- 
Lighthouses       .        -        -        -        - 

Hftffoour  Masters 

Parochial  Ezp^iditure  .  .  . 
Steam  communication  with  New  Yotk 
Literest,  &o.,  on  Debt .       -       -       - 


DUBUBSEUENTS  OTHBB  THAN  EXFSir- 
DITUai. 


Sinking  Funds 

Bedemptlon  of  Debt  from  current 
Bevenues        .       .       .       -       - 

Ditto  from  Surplus  appropriated  Be- 
yenues , 

Total  Di^nirsements  exdusiTe  of 
Charges  on  Immigration  Fund  Ac- 
count   

Immigratiaa       •       •       .       -       - 

Chnnd  Total  Diilbanementt  -       i 


1872-73. 

1871-72. 

More. 

Lbm. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

23,630 

23,036 

594 

— 

18,571 

17,817 

754 

— 

13,330 

13,081 

249 

— 

36,815 

31,871 

1.944 

— 

2,940 

1,884 

1,056 

— 

14,951 

13,563 

1,388 

— 

17,718 

18.773 

— 

1,055 

33,202 

28,547 

4,781 

— 

48,188 

44,101 

4.087 

— 

26,726 

22,090 

4,686 

— 

19,453 

14,574 

4.879 

— 

11,075 

7,937 

3.138 

— 

5,000 

— 

5,000 

— 

4,210 

3.606 

604 

^- 

49.302 

53,576 

— 

4^74 

39,683 

31,768 

7,915 

— 

1,472 

922 

550 

— 

13,561 

12,749 

812 

— . 

1,171 

1,374 

— 

203 

75 

103 

— 

28 

29,062 

23,839 

5,223 

_ 

3,750 

4,583 

— 

833 

40,313 

42,745 

— 

2,432 

454,198 

415,539 

38,659 

— 

10,236 

4,667 

8,569 

.— 

!   6,426 

6,404 

22 

— 

200 

800 

— 

100 

471,060 

426,910 

47,150 

— 

69,261 

62,269 

6,992 

— 

M0,821 

489,179 

51,142 

— 

Penmons. 

Daring  this  year,  pensions  in  compensation  for  abolition  of  office 
were  granted  to  the  extent  of  6602.  Superaanuatiun  peiwons  were 
granted  to  the  amount  of  8527.  18a.  3d.  to  officers  who  retired  in 
usual  routine. 

Debt 

No  loan  chargeable  to  the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony  was 
raised  in  the  year  1872-73. 

But  the  balance,  1,60021,  of  the  second  instalment  of  the  immigra- 
tion loan,  the  issue  of  which  was  noticed  in  last  year's  Report,  was 
taken  up.    A  further  sum  of  30,000/.  was  raised  by  the  Kingston  and 
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ligoanea  Wfttenrorks  CkmrataBionerd/  and  "a  sum  of  41,000?.  by     Jamaica. 
the  Itio  Gobre  Canal  CoHiiDiaBioiiets  to  meet  expeases  connected  with 
those  works. 

During  the  year,  6,4261.  of  debt,  as  the  debentures  became  payable, 
wore  paid  off  from  the  current  revenues  of  the  year ;  1,174Z.  were  paid 
off  firom  sinking  funds  fiJlhig  in,  and  200?.  were  paid  off  from  the 
accumulated  surplus  of  appropriated  revenues  applicable  thereto. 

A  sum  of  10,236?.  was  invested  in  sinking  mnds  for  the  eventual 
redemption  of  debt,  on  account  of  Island  loans  for  general  objects ; 
and  an  investment  of  882?.  was  made  from  the  immigration  revenues 
in  sinking  funds  for  the  immigration  loans. 

The  public  debt  directly  secured  on  the  ffeneral  revenues  stood  as 
follows  on  the  30th  September  of  each  of  we  last  eight  years,  after 
making  allowance  in  each  year  for  the  sinking  funds  actually  invested 
for  the  eventual  redemption  of  debt : — 

£  t.      cE. 

1866  ....  682,466  11  5 
1867 718,952  18  10 

1868  ....  706,964  18  0 
1869 686,830  9  2 

1870  ....  609,505  11  3 

1871 591,656  5  6 

187»        ....  571,542    1  3 

1873 554,492  18  11 

The  interest  paid  on  debt  amounted  to  40,413?.,  being  a  reduction 
'of  2,432/.  on  the  amount  naid  last  year. 

The  debt  secured  on  the  revenues  of  the  immigration  fund  stood 
as  Mows  at  the  corresponding  periods : — 

£  8.     d. 

1866 74,850    6    3 

1867  -        -        -         .    69,138    0    3 
1868 64,175  14    3 

1869  ....    59,213    8    3 
1870 56,138    0    0 

1871  ....    84,169    7    0 

1872 80,564  16    7 

1873  ....    78,283    4    9 

In  this  last  vear,  as  has  been  stated,  1,60021  c^  debentures  were 
issued,  and  8,000?.  of  former  debt  were  paid  off. 

The  interest  paid  on  immigration  loans  dmring  the  year  amounted 
to  3,8111 

Legi$laiive  CouneO. 

Mr.  Charles  Hamilton  Jackson,  Island  Secretary,  was  appointed 
an  official  member  on  the  10th  June,  1873,  and  Mr.  George  Solomon 
was  appointed  an  unofficial  member  on  the  3rd  July,  1873. 

CivU  EstMishmeni. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  to  the  College  established 
m  Spanish  Town : — 

^Principal:  William  Ghadwick,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Corpus  Obristi« 
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Jamaica.  College,  and  formerly  Mathematical  Lectm^r  of  Corpus  Christi,  Brase- 
nose,  and  Pembroke  Colleges,  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 

Professor  Grant  Allen,  BA.,  Merton  College,  Oxford,  formerly 
Classical  Master  of  Brighton  College. 

Captain  C.  J.  O'Neill  Ferguson,  R.E.,  was  appointed  Deputy-Di- 
rector of  Boads,  and  Deputy  Surveyor-General.  This  is  a  new 
appointment  rendered  necessary  by  the  many  large  public  works 
now  in  course  of  construction. 

Messrs.  D.  W.  Lillie,  T.  H.  Sharpe,  and  Richard  Carter  were 
appointed  Stipendiary  Magistrates  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Catherine, 
St.  James,  and  St  Elizabeth. 

Two  medical  men  arrived  from  England,  and  were  appointed 
Government  Medical  Officers. 

Land. 

Notifications  have  been  issued  for  commencing  proceedings  for  the 
forfeiture  of  80,957  acres  of  land,  on  which  the  land-tax  and  quit 
rents  have  not  been  paid  for  ten  years. 

Under  the  law  for  the  recovery  from  squatters  of  land  abandoned 
by  the  proprietors  or  land  without  le^al  owners,  five  properties,  con- 
taining 7,664  acres,  were  recovered  by  the  Government,  and  184 
squatters  were  ejected  therefrom. 

All  of  these  properties  as  well  as  three  others  recovered  last  year 
have  been  advantageously  leased  to  different  persons.  Five  pro- 
perties, containing  212  acres  of  land,  fell  to  the  Crown  in  consequence 
of  the  owners  dying  intestate  and  without  heirs.  On  one  of  these 
properties,  situated  in  a  district  in  which  there  is  a  scarcity  of  water,  • 
there  is  a  valuable  well.  This  well  has  been  made  over  to  the 
Municipal  Board  of  the  parish  for  public  use.  Another  of  these 
properties,  a  house  in  the  town  of  Black  River,  has  been  converted 
into  a  Constabulary  Station. 

Bio  Cdbre  Irrigation  Works. 

The  following  remarks  on  these  important  works  were  drawn  up 
by  Sir  John  P.  Grant,  before  he  resigned  the  government : — 

"  I  had  hoped  that  the  head  works  of  the  Rio  Cobre  Canal,  the 
trunk  line,  and  the  Caymanas  branch  would  have  been  completed, 
and  the  canal  opened  before  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1873 ;  but 
in  this  I  have  been  disappointed. 

*'  The  following  is  a  concise  statement  of  the  progress,  condition, 
and  prospects  of  this  important  work  as  at  close  of  the  financial  year, 
viz.  on  the  30th  September  last. 

"  The  foundations  of  the  annicut  or  dam  across  the  river,  the  most 
difficult  and  expensive  portion  of  the  work,  were  completed,  and  the 
dam  had  been  carried  to  a  height  of  10  feet  above  the  foundations  in 
all  parts,  and  in  some  parts  much  higher.  When  finished,  this 
structure  will  be  in  length,  reaching  all  across  the  river  when  dammed 
up,  320  feet ;  in  height  it  will  be  48  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river ; 
and  in  breadth,  or  thickness,  it  will  be  26  feet  at  the  base  and  13  feet 
at  the  top.  It  will  contain  about  238,000  cubic  feet  of  masonry, 
besides  a  mass  of  concrete.  This  dam  will  have  suitable  sluices  and 
H  water  aishioa    At  the  date  above  mentioned,  this  part  of  the  work 
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was  a  little  more  than  half  finished,  but  what  remained  to  be  done      Jamaica. 
was  oomparatiyely  easy. 

^Work  on  the  Trank  Canal  and  Gayraanas  branch,  which  are 
together  10  miles  and  40  chains  in  length,  had  made  fair  progress. 

*'The  earthwork  on  this  line  was  about  two-thirds  finished,  and 
excavations  had  been  commenced  on  all  the  remaining  portion,  except 
in  two  places,  each  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  where  tne  conveyance 
of  the  land  to  the  Commissioners  was  not  completed. 

*•  The  masonry  works  on  this  line  consist  or  three  calingulates  (or 
waste-water  weirs),  two  aqueducts,  one  culvert,  twenty-three  bridges, 
and  eighteen  falls  Of  these  eight  brid^,  one  culvert  and  thirteen 
£dls  have  been  completed,  and  three  calmgulates,  one  aqueduct,  and 
seven  bridges  were  nearly  completed. 

**  The  nreliminary  surveys  and  the  laying  out  the  lines  of  canal 
on  the  Salt  Pond,  Port  Henderson,  and  March's  Pen  Branches  (which 
are  the  three  next  branches  to  be  commenced),  had  been  finished. 
The  preliminary  survey  of  the  Old  Harbour  Branch  had  also  been 
made,  and  the  une  of  that  branch  had  been  partially  determined. 

'^The  acting  head  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  Captain 
Ferguson,  has  reported  his  expectation  that  the  Trunk  Canal  and  the 
Caymanas  branch  will  probably  be  completed  by  the'3lst  of  March 


next" 


Botanic  Gardens. 


CaMeton  Garden. — ^The  work  of  improvement  and  completion  in 
various  parts  of  this  garden  was  somewhat  retarded  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Kendall,  the  assistant-gardener  in  charge.  The 
garden  is  now  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jenman,  who  was  selected  and  highly 
recommended  by  Dr.  Hooker. 

Salangore  .^ugar-eanes. — Many  thousand  cuttings  of  this  plant 
were  distributed  throughout  the  Island,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during 
the  current  year  the  value  of  this  description  of  cane,  which  is  reported 
as  highly  prized  elsewhere,  will  have  been  tested. 

The  collection  of  plants  of  sugar-cane  has  been  increased  by  the 
receipt  of  some  40  varieties  firom  Mauritius.  Upwards  of  20  were 
canes  new  to  Jamaica,  and  there  are  now  upwards  of  60  new 
varieties  in  the  collection.  About  four  acres  of  land  have  been 
planted  with  these  new  canes,  and  in  a  i^ort  time  great  numbers  of 
cuttings  will  be  ready  for  distribution. 

TdSiceo. — Applications  for  seed  have  been  numerous,  and  more 
than  the  limited  number  of  plants  in  the  garden  can  supply. 

Bice  Seed. — About  3^  bushels  of  rice  seed  were  distributed. 

Choeolate  Coeoa. — Two  acres  of  land  are  under  preparation  for 
planting  with  the  best  Trinidad  seed,  and  directions  for  the  culture  of 
this  plant  have  been  published  for  general  information. 

Nutmeff8.Six  hundred  plants  were  ready  for  distribution,  and 
nearly  all  have  been  distributed. 

Senna  Plantation. — Several  hundred  acres  on  the  Palisadoes  liave 
been  sown  with  senna  seed,  and  5,000  cocoa-nut  plants  have  been 
planted  out  on  a  part  of  the  same  land. 

Jalap. — ^Two  acres  of  land  at  the  Cinchona  plantation  have  been 
jdantea  with  jalap. 
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Jmmmca.  Samples  of  Jamaica  jalap  sent  to  England  last  year  were  very 

*"*"         favourably  reported  on. 

Assam  Tea. — The  plants,  800  in  number,  planted  out  four  years 
ago,  bave  grown  luxuriantly. 

Cinchima  Plantation, — ^Tbe  treee  planted  five  years  ago  of  tbe 
C  Calisaya,  C.  Succirubra,  and  C  rabudiana,  are  thriving,  and 
ran^  in  height  from  8  to  20  feet  The  C.  Officinalis  is  of  dower 
growth.  AU  these  kmds  may  be  considered  as  fully  established  and 
naturalized. 

There  are  now  200  acres  in  Gnchona,  and  about  100  acres  of 
forest  have  been  cleared  for  extending  the  plantation. 

The  two  conservatories  for  propi^ating  cutting  and  for  propaga- 
tion from  seeds  have  been  doubled  in  size,  and  have  an  area  of  1,600 
square  feet.  One  of  these  conservatories  is  capable  of  striking  800 
cuttings  at  a  time. 

An^yses  of  the  bark  from  this  plantation  were  made  by  Dr.  de 
Yrij,  of  the  Hague.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory  with  regard  to 
C.  Calisaya,  the  most  important  of  all  Cincfaooas,  C  Succirubra,  and 
C  Pahudiana,  but  unfavourable  as  regards  C.  Officinalis  and  C. 
Micrantha. 

In  the  extension  of  the  plantation,  only  those  spedes  of  Cinchona 
that  have  been  favourably  reported  on  will  be  cultivated. 

Interchange  of  Plants  ana  Seeds. — ^Among  other  plants  and  seeds 
received  may  he  mentioned  a  Wardian  case  from  Kew,  containing^ 
several  Mangosteen  plants,  and  one  plant  of  the  Para  india-rubber. 

From  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  ax  bushels  of 
dry  land  and  irrigation  rice  seed,  and  a  lot  of  tree  seeds  collected  in 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Two  cases  of  sugar-cane  plants  and  some  palm  seed  were  receiyed 
from  Mauritius. 

From  Trinidad  about  200  qpedes  and  varieties  of  plants,  new  to 
the  Jamaica  collection. 

Among  the  contributicms  from  Jamaica  were  a  large  quantity  of 
mahogany  seed  to  the  Government  of  Beneal,  a  case  of  palms  and 
29  varieties  of  sugar-cane  to  British  Honduras ;  orchids,  ferns,  and 
mahogany  seeds  to  Kew ;  and  a  case  of  palms,  bananas,  and  sugar- 
canes  to  Trinidad. 

lEducation. 

Queen's  College. — This  institution  was  opened  on  the  22nd  Septem- 
ber, 1873.  It  is  situated  in  the  Oovemment  buildings  in  Spanish 
Town,  described  in  last  year*s  Report 

The  following  extracts  from  the  public  notification  of  the  opening- 
of  the  College  will  explain  the  terms  of  admission  and  curriculum : — 

Students. — Students  may  attend  the  College  either  as  regular  or 
occasional  students.  Regular  students  may  enter  the  College  either 
as  non-resident  or  as  resident  students. 

Fees. — The  College  fee  payable  by  non-resident  students  is  12L 
a  year.  The  College  fee  payable  by  resident  students  is  4.81.  a  year.. 
Students  intended  for  the  ministry  placed  in  the  College  by  any 
religious  denomination  for  secular  education,  will  be  received  as  resi- 
dent students.     The  College  fee  payable  by  such  denominational 
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students  will  be  301.  a  year.    The  denominational  students  may  be      «TnfiTn4, 
placed  under  private  theological  tutors,  and,  if  desired^  their  tutors 
may  reside  witn  them  in  the  College.    A  compartment  ot  the  Cbllege 
will  be  appropciated  for  thb  idass  of  students,  and  they  will  hare 
their  own  table,  and  will  be  under  special  regulations. 

Lectures. — ^The  several  classes  will  meet  for  lectures  betwemi  the 
hours  of  10  A.K.  and  3  p.m.  daily,  Sundays  excepted.  Separate  dass- 
rooms  will  beavaikbk  for  theg^rpose. 

Books. — ^AU  necessary  stationery,  and  the  books  necessary  fcr  the 
studies  to  be  pmcsned  by  the  students  during  each  term,  must  be  pro- 
vided hj  ^tum  4it  their  own  expeoae^  before  the  term  commences. 
Hieee  books  will  be  obtunable  at  the  College. 

Bniramoe. — ^With  the  eatfqpit.kMi  of  students  entering  from  such 
educational  institutions  mb  by  anraigement  may  transfier  w&r  scholars 
to  the  College,  yonx^  men  before  entering  the  Coll^;e  must  be  more 
tbam  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  must  pass  an  entrance  examination,  to 
be  conducted  by  one  or  mofe  of  tne  Professocs  or  Masters  of  the 
CbUegey  and  most  obtain  a  certificate  of  competenqr  in  the  following 
aulijects: — 

Outlines  of  General  HistcMry. 
Outlines  of  Gieography. 
Aritlmietic. 

Biuiies. — Lectures  will  be  given  on  the  following  subjects : — 
Compulsory  branch : — 

C.  English  Literature. 

C.  English  Composition. 

C.  History,  Anaent  and  Modem. 

C.  One  of  the  Languages  marked  O. 

C.  Arithmetic. 

C.  Geography,  Physical  and  Political. 

Ist  alternative  branch : — 

A  L  Geography  and  Conic  Sections. 
A  1.  Algebra  cmd  Trigonometry. 
A  L  Natural  Philosophy. 

2nd  alternative  branch : — 

A  2.  Moral  Philosophy. 
A  2.  Mental     do. 
A  2.  Logia 
A  2.  Political  Elconomy. 

And  lectures  will  be  given  on  the  following  subjects  to  students 
requiring  them : — 

01.  The  Calculus  and  Applied  Mathematics. 

0 1.  Physical  Theory  of  Acoustics,  Lio^ht,  Heat,  and  Electricity. 

0 1.  Advanced  course  of  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy. 
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Jamaica.  0  2.  Latin. 
0  2.  Greek. 


02.  Hebrew. 

O  2.  Modern  Foreign  Languages  and  Literature. 

O  2.  Surveying  and  Plan  ftawing. 

02.  Chemistry. 

Degrees.— 0{  the  above  subjects,  those  marked  C  are  compulsoir, 
and  a  complete  course  of  lectures  on  each  one  of  ttjem  must  be 
attended  by  all  students  intending  to  take  a  degree.  Those  subjects 
marked  A  1  and  those  marked  A  2  are  alternative,  and  a  a)mplete 
course  of  lectures  on  any  subject  in  either  one  or  other  of  these  two 
classes  of  subjects,  must  be  attended  by  all  students  intendmg  to  take 
a  degree.    Thoee  subjects  marked  0  are  optional. 

For  a  degree,  a  student  having  attended  the  Collece  for  the 
requisite  number  of  terms,  must  pass  in  each  one  of  the  subjects 
marked  0,  and  either  in  each  one  marked  A 1,  or  in  each  one  of 
those  marked  A- 2.  Those  students  who,  in  passmff  their  examination 
for  this  degree,  show  that  they  have  acauired  high  proficiency  in  the 
subjects  in  which  they  have  passed,  shall  obtain  a  higher  degree, 
called  a  "  Degree  of  High  Proficiency." 

Students  who  have  obtained  a  Degree  of  High  Profiaency  may 
obtain  a  Degree  of  Honour,  upon  passing  in  the  alternative  course 
which  they  have  not  taken  up  for  the  degree,  or  in  one  of  the  subjects 
marked  0  1,  or  in  any  two  of  the  subjects  marked  0  2,  neither  of 
which  formed  part  of  their  compulsory  course.  Amongst  modem 
languages,  each  language  shall  be  considered  as  one  subject 

ddleffe  Qwrw.—xhe  ordinary  <;iollege  course  shall  consist  of  nine 
terms;  but  the  course  may  be  shortened  in  the  case  of  students  who 
have  joined  the  College  from  any  educational  institution  whose 
scholars  may  be  transfeired  by  arrangement  to  the  CoUqge. 

If  any  students  so  transferred  should  not  have  attained  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  at  the  time  of  transfer,  tiieir  course  of  term  keeping 
shall  not  be  considered  to  commence  until  they  shall  attain  that  age ; 
and  special  provision  will  be  made  for  the  tuition  of  such  students 
meanwhile. 

Students  studying  for  a  Degree  of  Honour  shall  be  allowed  to 
remain  at  the  College  for  one  or  two  additional  years. 

Students  who  obtain  theur  degree  become  graduates  of  the  College ; 
and  those  who  obtdn  a  Degree  of  Honour  become  Assodates  of  the 
College. 

Occasional  Students. — Persons  who  are  beyond  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  without  entering  the  College  as  regular  students  may  attend 
any  course  of  lectures  or  lessons  upon  any  subject  or  subjects  on  pay- 
ment of  a  fee  of  SI  for  each  subject,  for  every  term ;  and  on  payment 
of  an  additional  fee  of  11.  for  each  examination,  may  claim  to  be 
examined  in  such  subjects,  and'  to  receive  a  certificate  showing  what 
proficiency  they  have  attained  therein. 

Oovemmeni  Training  CoUege. — ^Three  students  completed  their 
course  at  this  Institution  during  the  year,  and  came  up  for  examination 
for  certificates.  One  of  Ihem  passed  a  highly  creditable  examination, 
obtaining  a  first-class  certificate,  and  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  a 
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school  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew.    His  school  is  prospering,  and  he     J^'t^w^ 
gires  great  satisfaction  to  the  manager.    Another  obtained  a  second- 
dass  certificate,  and  secured  at  once  an  appointment  as  schoolmaster. 
The  third  student  fiuled  to  obtain  a  certincate. 

A  competitive  examination  for  admission  into  the  College  was  held 
in  July^^at  which  the  seven  most  promising  candidates  were  elected, 
thus  raising  the  number  of  students  in  the  College  to  21,  the  full 
numb^  for  which  there  is  accommodation. 

Elemeniary  Schools. — ^The  year  under  Beport'  is  the  sixth  since' the 
ffrant  in  aid  r^ulations  came  into  effect  The  Table  given  below 
diows  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  inspected  continues 
eadi  year. 


1868. 

1889. 

1870. 

18T1. 

18Y2. 

1873. 

[    First  Class     .... 
Beoond  Glass              ... 
ThiidClass    .       -       -       . 
£zoeptioiial(lialfgzmDts)  -   - 

1 

6 
89 
88 

3 

20 

173 

21 

4 

35 

206 

53 

6 

68 

289 

47 

7 

94 

268 

85 

11 

125 

274 

16 

Total  aided     •       -       - 

184 

217 

298 

360 

404 

426 

The  increase  shown  from  year  to  year  in  the  number  of  schools 
paamnff  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  classes  b  a  satisfactory  indica- 
tion of  the  progress  that  education  is  making  amongst  the  population. 

The  Inspector  of  Schools  reports  that  the  number  of  schools  which 
obtained  grants  would  have  been  larger,  but  that,  owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  whooping  cough  and  smdl-pox,  or  to  drought  ana  to 
scarcity  of  teachers  during  the  year,  some  27  of  these  sdiools  were 
sot  reac^  fw  inspection  at  the  appointed  time,  while  ten  that  received 
qpeninfi^  grants  had  not  sufficient  time  to  complete  the  building  of  their 
school-houses,  and  make  such  other  arrangements  as  were  necessary 
to  commence  operations.  Nearly  500  schools  were  actually  entered 
for  examination. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Table  given  below  that  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  as  well  as  in  the 
average  daily  attendance  as  compared  with  the  numbers  of  last  year. 
This  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph.  It  will,  however,  be  noticed  that  while  the  average 
attendance  is  less,  the  amount  of  grants  earned  is  larger  than  &e 
amount  of  the  prerious  year  by  l,Ofrl/.  &.,  thus  pointing  to  the  fact 
that  the  quality  of  the  work  has  improved,  the  increase  Being  caused 
by  a  larger  number  of  schools  having  risen  from  the  lower  to  the 
higher  classes  than  was  the  case  in  the  preceding  year. 

1871-72.  1872-78. 

Pupils  on  books 
Average  daily  attendance  - 
Present  at  inspection    - 
School  fees  paid  by  parents 
Ghrants  in  aid  - 

The  two  Gk>vemment  schools  at  Port  Antonio  and  Charles  Town 
have  been  in  active  operation  all  the  year,  though  they  have  suffered 


38,006 

.      37,496 

22,435      ■ 

-      22,004 

27,761 

.      25,349 

£6.873 

-     £5,812 

9,897      . 

.      10,982 
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Jaiuida.  oonfitdermbly  in  common  with  other  schools  from  the  preralenoe  of 
small-pox  and  wfaoopii^^  cough.  Th^  still  continue  to  rwk  as  first- 
dass  schools  on  inspection ;  and  as  there  are  industrial  parsuits  in 
connection  with  the  tuiticm  in  both  schools,  they  are  not  onlv  impaot- 
ing  sound  practical  instruction  to  the  diildoen  attending  tMm,  but 
are  also,  it  may  be  hiqied,  doing  something  to  imbue  them  with  some 
sense  of  the  dignity  and  yalue  of  labour. 

1,400/.  was  allowed  this  year  for  opening  grantee  which  sum 
was  dbtributed  amongst  29  schools.  These  grants  are  now 
made  amontg  a  fewer  number  of  redm^mts  than  formerly  in  larger 
smnsy  so  as  to  enaUe  than  to  estaUm  ffood  and  permanent  sch^ls 
in  the  neglected  districts,  for  which  toese  grants  are  specially 
intended. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  educational  department  in  each  of 
the  last  seven  years  was  as  follows : — 

£' 

1866-67 4,622 

1867-68 4,129 

1868-69 6,243 

1869-70        -        .        -        -    .      9,189 

1870-71 11,778 

1871-72 14,67« 

1872-73 16,266 

The  following  extract  from  the  Report  of  tiie  Inqnoiar  of  Sdiools 
is  of  interest,  as  reli^ng  to  a  class  which  has  not  yet  been  iHfougbt 
under  the  influence  oi  the  department 

**  One  attempt  to  nrovide  the  means  of  educatum  Sot  a  dass  of 
people  hitherto  entirely  neglected,  namely,  the  Coolies,  has  come 
under  oar  observation  this  year,  which  d^rfies  to  be  noticed  and 
commended.  The  Bev.  C.  F.  Douet,  in  the  iaoe  of  numerous 
difficulties,  has  established  a  sdiool  at  the  AlQey,  in  Yere,  exdu- 
sively  for  Coolies,  as  they  continue  to  maintain  a  persiflteat  a^ersitio 
to  sending  tiieir  dnldren  to  our  native  schools. 

^  In  the  old  rectory,  which  has  been  repaired  and  neatiy  &ted  up 
with  suitable  appIiaDces,  I  found  several  Coolie  children  who  were 
being  instructed  in  English  and  flindostanee  by  an  inteJ%eDt  Hindoo 
master,  who  is  employed  by  Mr.  Douet  for  the  purpose.  This  effort 
has  been  started  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  the  fi^e  and  unindentured 
Coolies,  but  Mr.  Douet  finds  great  difficulty  in  keepnff  up  anything 
like  a  proper  attendance,  owing  to  the  fickleness  and  migratory  habits 
of  this  class  of  Coolies.  Still  it  was  pleasing  to  notice  the  great  nains 
Mr.  Douet  has  taken  to  start  this  praiseworthy  undertaking,  while  he 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance,  notwithstanding  the  opposi- 
tion he  has  had  to  encounter  from  the  prejudices  of  the  people  and 
from  other  causes ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  other  cealous  school 
managers  who  may  be  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  estates  where 
Coolies  are  located  will  be  induced  to  follow  his  example.  And  as 
the  Codies  will  not,  it  seems,  avail  themsdves  of  tiie  native  schools^ 
while  it  is  high  time  that  something  should  be  done  to  educate  the 
rising  generation  among  them,  I  think  it  would  be  wdl  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  offer  some  special  or  extra  inducements  to  any  enterprising 
manager  who  will  undertake  to  establish  schools  for  their  benefit. 
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Ak  .  tbe  aame  time,  I  still  entertain    the  opiaiou  that  tbe  estates      Xasjooa* 

employing  these  people  should  ooosider  it  their  duty  to  hdp  in  pro-         

Tiding  svutable  sduiols  tor  the  children  of  tb^r  Coolie  labour^s ;  and 
further,  that  it  would  be  in  the  end  an  advantage  to  the  estates  to  ^ 
doso.** 

ImmigraiUm. 

Four  ships  amved  during  Ae  year  187^3  with  Coolie  inrarigrants 
from  Odcutta. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  souls  embarked,  out 
of  whidi  number  44  died  during  the  Toyage,  and  1,518  landed  in 
Jamaica. 

The  death  rate  on  board  the  ships  was  as  follows : — 

SeaQueen 365 

liocelles 303 

Latona        -----  1-62 

Stoekbridge 2*66 

The  CSoolies  by  these  shins  are  reported  to  be  fine  healthy  immi- 
grants, those  by  the  ^  Stock  bridge  *  bsing  considered  superior  to  any 
jNreviously  introduced. 

Some  of  these  newly  arrived  Coolies,  located  in  the  parish  of 
Clarendon,  one  of  the  lai^est  su^r-growing  districts  of  Jamaica, 
have  given  special  satis&ction.  After  a  very  short  time  they  were 
aUe  to  engage  actively  in  plantation  work  and  were  in  a  oonditbn  to 
be  taken  off  rations  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  arrival, 
and  to  be  allowed  to  receire  the  whole  of  their  earnings  in  money. 

During  the  ^ear  357  Coolies  who  arrived  in  1866  completed  their 
term  of  mdustrial  residence  and  became  entitied  to  a  return  passage 
to  India.  The  whole  of  these  people  elected  to  accept  the  bounty  and 
remain  in  the  Colony. 

The  health  of  the  immigrants  has  been  good,  the  mortality  tables 
show  a  marked  decrease  among  those  who  have  been  some  time 
resident  in  the  Colony,  whilst  the  births  show  a  steady  incr^se. 

The  Union  Hospital  S3rstem  has  continued  to  work  well,  and  the 
indentured  Coolies  have  derived  ^eat  benefit  from  it  The  hospitals 
have  now  the  advantage  of  inspection  by  Dr.  Wethered,  the  head  of  the 
Government  Medical  Department,  who  has  had  large  experience  of 
army  hospitals  in  India,  and  who  has  ^a  tiiorough  knowledge  of  the 
natives  ot  Lodia.  He  will  bring  to  notice  any  aefect  of  construction 
or  equipment  that  caJls  for  remedy. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  also  that  as  the  nurses  and  subordinate  officers 
become  more  trained  and  better  acquainted  with  their  duties,  these 
hospitals  will  become  a  credit  to  the  Immigration  Department. 
Even  in  their  present  not  fiilly  developed  condition  thejr  are  im- 
measurably superior  to  what  were  called  the  Estates  Hospitals  of  a 
few  ^ears  ago.  ^  -      - 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  patients  were -received  into  the 
General  Depot  and  Home  for  sick  and  incapacitated  Coolies  relieved 
fit)m  service  under  indenture.  Of  these  424  were  discharged  cured, 
20  were  discharged  relieyed,  22  died,  and  113  were  in  the  Depot  and 
Home  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  increased  number  of  immigrants  it  has 
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Jamaica,      become  necessary  to  enlarge  this  Institution,  and  works  for  the 
^~         purpose  are  now  in  course  of  construction. 

Applications  have  been  received  for  1,500  Coolies  for  the  coming 
season. 
The  total  East  Indian  population  is  returned  as  follows : — 

Serving  under  indenture    ...        -        -     5,880 
Number  who  have  served  five  years  under  inden- 
ture, but  have  not  completed  ten  years'  residence     1,418 
Number  who  have  completed  ten  years*  residence 

and  voluntarily  become  colonists     ...     5,157 

12,455 

The  general  conduct  of  the  immigrants  is  reported  to  have  been 
good ;  convictions  for  criminal  offences  have  been  few,  and  with  one 
exception  the  offences  have  been  of  a  trifling  nature. 

I  have  also  been  glad  to  be  assured  that  the  general  treatment  of 
the  imnffffrants  continues  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  that  they  are  pro- 
vided witn  improved  dwellings,  and  that  their  wages  are  regularly 
and  punctually  piud. 

With  respect  to  the  Ooolies  who  have  become  colonists,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Eeport  of  the  Agent-General  on  their  condition 
will  be  read  with  interest : — 

**  The  time-expired  immigrants  in  Jamaica  may  be  described  as  a 
most  thriving  clalss,  and  I  may  mention  as  an  instance  of  the  success 
to  which  an  industrious  Coolie  can  attain  in  this  country,  the  case  of 
*  Seepersunsing,'  who  arrived  here  in  the  ship  *  Themis '  in  1860. 
This  man  recently  became  the  proprietor  of  *  Brien's  Pen,'  in  the 
parish  of  Hanover,  for  which  he  paid  6002.,  and  subsequentiy  has 

J)urchased  another  run  of  land  for  2007.  This  is  not  a  solitary  case, 
or  everywhere  throughout  the  country,  the  time-expired  Coolie  may 
be  found  in  comparatively  affluent  circumstances."  This  statement 
of  the  Aeent-General  is  supported  by  two  significant  facts,  the  increas- 
ing number  of  those  who  elect  to  become  settlers  and  the  return  to 
Jamaica  of  several  Coolies  who  had  taken  tiie  back  passage  to  India 
after  completing  their  industrial  residence. 

•   Oovemment  Savinffs  Bank. 

The  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits  in  Savmgs 
Banks  for  the  last  eight  years  are  shown  below : — 


Tear. 

Ko.of])ep(MttofB. 

Amount  of  Depotltt. 

1866  •        •        • 

2,276 

56,740 

1867       -        -   - 

2,278 

54,807 

1868  .        .        - 

2,524 

58,918 

1869      .        .   - 

3,004 

74,894 

1870  .       .       . 

^:^.)^>^* 

(Sffi)  »■«• 

1871      •       •   • 

^^ )  ».<«« 

{S:?^}>«.«« 

1872  .        .        . 

8,896 

142,240 

1878      •       •   • 

8,962 

158,938 

*  0«?fnDMBl8aTlD8i  But. 
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In  the  above  amount  of  158,933/.  are  included  deposits  on  account      Jamaica. 
of  public  funds  to  the  extent  of  16,893/.,  and  deposits  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  to  the  extent  of  9,081/., 

Trade. 
The  value  of  the  imports  for  each  of  the  last  eight  yean  is  shown 
below : — 

£ 

•1866 1,030,796 

•1867 859,186 

•1868 1,023,866 

•1869 1,224,414 

•1870  ^   -   -   -   -  1,300,455 

1870-71 1,331,185 

1871-72   -   -   .    -  1,559,602 
1872-73 1,733,121 

^e  following  Table  of  articles  imported  wluch  were  freed  from 
duty  in  1867  is  ^ven  in  continuation  of  »milar  Tables  in  previous 
Reports ; — 


18W* 

1867* 

186a.*    1     186».* 

1870.* 

1870-71. 

1871-72. 

1872-73. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Steam  engines 

101 

3,046 

6,904 

5,460 

4,738 

14,033 

28,003 

Hills         -       -   - 

1,722 

1.072 

1,882 

3,822 

3,434 

9,825 

21,644 

13.804 

Other  machinery  - 

5,186 

6,879 

8,023 

6,644 

7,844 

11.420 

5,165 

9,149 

PaiiB  for  boiling      \ 
sugar     -       -   •/ 

1,427 

603 

984 

2,409 

4,676 

4,301 

6,052 

4,603 

Pipes  for  fluids      - 

stms    -      -      - 

28 

374 

1,331 

1,202 

2,493 

2,165 

1,801 

19,687 

211 

559 

1,174 

2,977 

1,698 

1.878 

1,906 

6,076 

Shooks  of  all  sorts - 

23,580 

18,023 

19,479    17,362 

12,180 

13,187  1  16,743 

17,051 

SUTes  - 

1,241 

5,587 

6,418 

3.847 

3,823 

5.431  1   7,945 

5,205 

Wood  hoops       -    - 

2,346 

1,225 

2,773 

2,264 

2,981 

3,857  :    2.653 

\^. 

Inm,  galvanized    - 

464 

1,238 

1,985 

1,902 

3,142 

3,818  1    5,666 

6.971 

IXttov  other  manii-\ 
faotnres     -       -/ 

638 

3,184 

1,174 

1,215 

1,933 

84           56 

— 

Misoellaneons 

851 

858 

2.719 

2,004 

3.348 

2,369      5,367 

5,243 

37,694 

39,708 

50,988 

52,552  1  53.012 

63,073  '  89,031 

117,648 

The  increase  under  the  head  of  pipes  is  due  to  the  importations  of 
the  Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks  Commissioners. 

The  value  of  the  exports  for  each  of  the  last  eight  years  is  shown 
below : — 


Yalaet. 

OfProdooeukl 

Manufactures  of  the 

Cotony. 

or  Britiflfa.  Foreign, 

and  other  GolonUl 

Produce  and 

Manofacturea. 

•    Total. 

•1866     -       .       .       - 

•1867         .... 

•1868     -        -        -        - 

♦1869         .... 

•1870     -        .        -        - 

1870-71    -        -        -   - 

1871-72        .        -        - 

1872-73    .... 

1,128,508 
1,016.554 
1,098,832 
1.052.562 
1,158,835 
1,196.562 
1,348,858 
1,144,173 

£ 
24.390 
28,540 
40,472 
110,207 
124,171 
52,153 
69,585 
81,838 

£ 
1,152,898 
1,045.094 
1,138,804 
1.162,769 
1,283,026 
1,248,685 
1.418,443 
1,226,011 

•  These  are  calendar  years. 
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The  exDorts  of  the  principal  staples  ftr  the  last  eight  years  are 
shown  in  tne  foUowiog  TaUe : — 


Exporto. 


1866.« 


IB$1* 


1868.* 


186».« 


1870.« 


18t0-n.       1871-Ya.       1872-73. 


Sugar,  hhdi. 
Bom,  ponch.  -   - 
Coffee,  Ibfl.  - 
Pimento,  lbs.  -   - 
Dyewoodfl,  fustic, 

and   lqg;wood, 

tons 
Ginger,  lbs.   -   - 
Arrowroot,  lbs.  • 


83,687 
18,754 


81,906      36,258 
18,834;     20,274 


2»,268      80,747]     87,010,     85,853;     28,428 


15,270 


16,897| 


19,376      20,113,      16,5Mr 


8,413.5i32  6,264;861  7,758,985  5,025312  9,047,284  5,508,989  9,510,789  7,199,144 
4,866,239.7,595,8004,373,259.6,575,249  5,243,1096,857,8305,140,8986,024,551 

86;570      48.481      49,129    118,678'     84,744      59,961      80,699      52,952 

1,550.1661,728,0752,036.9211,261,873^  680,492    632,031    599,766,    815,659 
70,204      44,566      27,346      11,731        6,343       5,820      13,193        2,470 


Chneral  Bemarks, 

The  traffic  returns  of  the  railway  are  given  in  the  following  sum- 
xoBryy  and  show  agaki  a  small  iacrease  oft  i3ae  preceding  year : — 

1872.  1873. 


Passengers  -  -  -  - 
Horses  .  -  -  -  - 
Carriages         -        -        -        - 

Cattle 

Sheep      .        -        -        .        - 
Bundles  of  28  lbs.  Guinea  grass - 
Bundles  of  30  lbs.  wood     - 
Tons  merchandise         -        -    - 


121,066 

753 

172 

577 

409 

346,523 

282,887 

14,092 


129,600 

668 

205 

651 

495 

420,452 

269,402 

14,852 


The  general  health  of  the  Idand  was  not  as  fitvourable  as  in  pre- 
ceding  years.  Small-pox  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year  in  parts 
of  the  Island.  Yellow  fever  showed  itself  in  Kingston  aad  its 
vicinity  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  and  continued  with  some 
severity  during  the  early  months  of  the  present  year.  Small-pox,  I 
regret  to  say,  prevails  in  the  city  of  Kingston  at  the  time  of  the 
despatch  of  this  Beport 

With  these  exx^ptions  the  general  oonditioB  of  the  Colony  was 
satisSeu^tory.  Tranquillity  and  good  order  pfevailed  throttg^wut  the 
year. 

PCTBLIO   WOBKS. 

Boads  and  Bridges. 

The  expenditure  on  main  roads  and  bridges  this  year  amounted  to 
30,1067.,  and  is  classified  as  follows : — 

£ 

Maintenance  and  repdrs     -        -        -    23,887 
Special  services 6,219 


£30,106 

On  ordinary  i*epairs  and  maintenance  of  parochial  roads  under 
the  8iq)erintendence  of  Parochial  Road  Boards  a  sum  of  22,091Z.  was 

♦  These  are  caleodar  years. 
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expended,  and  8pecial  grants  to  the  amount  of  2,280Z.  were  made 
to  assist  in  tb^  condxuction  or  repair  of  certain  of  these  roads  and 
bridffcs. 

The  expenditure  on  all  the  roads  in  the  island  since  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  present  constitution  is  given  in  the  following 
Table:— 


Jamajoa. 


Main  roads  and 

brid^- 
Paiochiid  roads 


1865-66. 


'  12,404 


1866-67.  1867-68.  1868-69.  1869-70.  1870-71.  1871-72.  1873-73. 


£      £   I   £      £ 
12,710  j  15  J46  18,840  i  26,676 
14,093;  13,190,  16,579  I  18,055 


£  £         ;         £ 

35,967    29,135    30,106 
20,273  I  26,215    24,971 


30,646.  26,803.  28,936    35,419 


44,731 1  56,242 


54,350    55,077 


The  rate  of  expenditure  on  main  roads,  including  repairs  of 
brUiseSy  was  332.  per  mile. 

Or  the  new  road  across  the  Isknd  mentioned  in  last  year's  Report^ 
there  remain  only  about  seven  miles  unfinished.  It  is  expected  that 
this  road  will  shortly  be  completed  and  op^ied  for  traffic  Con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  a  new  road 
bom  ^  tfariviiig  village  of  linstead  through  a  fertile  tract  of 
country,  at  present  almost  entirely  uncultivated,  to  the  main  road 
neaar  Lloyd's  estate  leading  to  Spanish  Town. 

Parapet  walls  and  other  means  of  protection  have  been  oonstmcted 
in  dangerous  places  on  several  roads.  Further  improvements  in  this 
direction  will  be  carried  out; 

The  msdn  roods  genesally  throughoat  the  Idand  are  in  good 
order. 

The  abutments,  piers,  and  approaches  of  the  dry  river  bridge  have 
been  completed. 

The  transport  <rf  the  heavy  iron  work  e!  this  bridge  from  the  aea- 
pOTt  to  ^  ntffof  tin  hn/ifft  htM  be^  delarjiied  owing  to  aminhgy  to 
the  traction  engine  and  the  injury  tc^  the  road  ov«r  which  the  enftoe 
had  to  travel  from  heavy  rains.  The  engine  is  now  workmg  well, 
and  the  whole  of  the  iron  work  will  soon  be  at  its  destination. 

Colonel  Mann  leports,  on  a  recent  inspection  of  iJbis  W(Nrk„  that  the 
contracts  for  the  masonry  have  been  faithfully  carried  out  as  regitds 
the  good  quality  of  the  work.  He  has  expressed  an  opinion  Itort  the 
bridge  will  be  erected  and  opened  for  traffic  early  this  year.      . 

The  Jane  Qidly  Bridge,  25  feet  span,  has  been  complied. 

An  iron  bridge,  of  46  feet  span,  on  the  road  between  the  towna  of 
Montego  Bay  and  Lucea,  has  been  completely  reconstructed. 

An  iron  ^rder  bridge,  47  feet  in  length,  Ims  been  thrown  over  the 
Boe  River  on  the  road  from  Port  Antonio  to  Hope  Bay. 

Two  foot-bridges  have  been  erected  over  rivers  in  the  paridi  of 
Portland* 

Piiblie  Buildings. 

\  The  expenditure  on  public  bmldings  and  mkceUaoeous  semees 
amounted  to  38,267/.    The  items  are  thus  given  :— 
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Churches,  chapels,  and  rectories        -        -        •  799 

Courts  and  puolic  oflSces 7,469 

Prisons,  reformatories,  and  police  stations           -  4,026 

Hospitals,  asylums,  and  poor-houses  ...  4,279 

Immigration  sendees 2,502 

Markets         - 576 

Miscellaneous  services 17,049 

Rents  of  buildings  required  for  public  purposes  -  609 

Water  supply    -------  88 

Expenditure  in  connection  with  Government  lands  805 

Plant  for  public  works         -----  65 

£38,267 


A  new  Stamp  Office  has  been  erected  in  Kingston, 

A  commodious  house,  conveniently  situated  in  Kingston,  purchased 
by  the  Government  about  two  years  ago,  has  been  fittea  up  as  a 
rublic  Library  and  Museum. 

The  laboratory  of  the  Is  .and  chemist  has  also  been  established  in 
these  premises. 

A  house,  with  about  180  acres  of  land  attached,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Colony  as  a  residence  for  the  Grovernor,  to  replace  tne  former 
Government  House  in  Spanish  Town,  which  has  been  appropriatdl 
for  the  "Queen's  College." 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

A  new  range  of  wards,  to  accommodate  22  patients,  has  been 
commenced,  and  a  piece  of  land  near  the  Institution  has  been  pur- 
chased for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  garden. 

Parochial  Hospitah. 

A  small-pox  hospital  for  12  patients  has  been  provided  at  the 
village  of  "  Linstead,*'  and  a  small  hospital  has  been  attached  to  the 
constabulary  station  at  Port  Maria. 

Lepers*  Home. 

Considerable  improvements  and  repairs  have  been  executed  at 
the  Lepers'  Home. 

Court  Houses. 

Considerable  repdrs  and  additions  have  been  made  to  several  of 
the  parochial  court  houses. 

Water  Supply y  Kingston. 

The  new  works  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Kingston  were  continued 
during  the  past  year. 

The  progress  of  this  work  has  been  slower  than  was  anticipated. 
Among  the  causes  of  obstruction  may  be  mentioned  the  delay  in 
obtaining  pipes  from  England,  owing  to  the  pressure  on  the  iron  and 
coal  trade. 
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A  dam  across  the  Hope  River  has  been  constructed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  into  the  culvert 

Two  reservoirs,  at  the  termination  of  the  culvert  near  the  city,  are 
in  course  of  construction.  They  will  contain  5,000,000  gallons  of 
water,  affording  a  reserve  supply  for  about  six  days,  in  addition  to 
the  present  reserve  supply  of  6,800,000  gallons. 

Two  filter  beds  are  also  in  course  of  construction. 

From  the  reservoirs  the  water  will  flow  into  the  city  and  its 
suburbs  by  a  system  of  iron  pipes.*  T^ie  main  pipe  is  21  inches 
in  diameter.  Nearly  all  the  main  and  supply  pipes  have  been  Idd 
down.  The  works  have  cost  to  date  52,9*751,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  a  further  sum  of  4,000Z.  will  be  required  to  complete  thwn.  Th^, 
city  will  then  have  an  amfile  siroply  of  water  for  domestic  oonimnp- 
tion  and  for  protection  against  nre. 

Wells  have  been  sunk  at  Povus,  in  the  parish  of  Manchester^  and 
at  Hayes,  in  the  parish  of  Clarendon,  water  being  obtained  aAideptb» 
of  between  150' feet  and  180  feet  at' the  former  and  about  100  feet 
at  the  latter  place.  These  are  two  districts  where  the  people  suffered 
severely  from  the  ^darcity  of  water  in  seasons  of  drought 


Jamaica. 


Oa^  Work9: 

The  design  of  the  gas  works  for  the  city  of  Kingston,  submitted 
by  a  London  gas  engineer,  was  coiisidered  too  costly,  and  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  Kingston.  It  has  therefore  been 
determined  to  obtain  designs  on  a  less  cosily  scale.     A  site  for  the 

§as  works  has  been  purdiased,  and  as  soon  as  the  design  is  approved 
leconBtraotiou  of  toe  works  will  be  commenced. 


Dmsmoi?  Cockbts. 

The  business  transacted  during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  summary : 


Criminal  tii&ls '   - 

Small  cauBet 

Judgment  sammonsM  -       -       - 

Equity  cases 

Obms  under  tTie  Xiand  Laws 
Ba^miptcy  oasoB     -  *   - 

Probate  caBds  -  -  -  - 
Amount  claimed  -  -  -  £ 
Judgment  obtained      .       -       - 

ObrtB 

Gourtiees 


1869. 


1.256 
8,183 

2 

138 

9 

35 

22,919 

11,386 

2,109 

2,154 


1870. 


isn. 


1,712 
5,509 

10 

137 

147 

43 

29,070 

14,919 

2,774 

3,225 


1,831 
7,321 

18 

353 

42 

42 

35,958 

18,580 

3,350 

4,424 


ivn. 


2,473 
7»396 

15 

485 

5 

31 

39,896 

15,770 

.  3,493 

4,432 


isn. 


2,679 

8,050 

843 

13 

241 

8 

29 

41,148 

19,878 

8,810 

4,600 


There  were  fourteen  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  these  Courts, 
ten  heing  in  civil  cases  and  four  in  criminal  cases.  TTic  Supreme 
Court  reversed  the  judgments  in  two  civil  and  two  criminal  cases, 
and  confirmed  the  judgments  in  eight  civil  and  two  criminal  cases. 

(Signed)        Wm.  Grey. 
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TBiKiDm  TEINIDAD. 


No.  3.  No.  3. 

Administrator  Bushe  to  The  Earl  of  Oaenarvon. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  July  6,  1874. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book  /of 
this  Colony  for  1878.  It  has  heretofore  always  been  forwardedjin 
manuscript,  but  in  consequence  of  the  establianment  this  year  of  |a 
Government  :Printing  Office,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  have  the 
book  printed.  The  delay  in  its  transmission  for  which  I  must 
apologise,  is  owing  to  the  time  unavoidably  occupied  in  its  publication, 
wnicb  was  only  completed  on  the  8rd  instant 

2.  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  widihold  the  transmission  of  ''the 
Blue  Book  for  the  preparation  of  any  detailed  Report  I  have  there- 
fore taken  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  it,  and  in  the  few 
remarks  I  shall  offer  I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  a  recital  of  the 
most  prominent  facts  and  cnanges  which  are  recorded  in  its  pages. 

Taxation. 

8.  Under  thi(3  head  the  most  notable  change  which  occurred  was 
the  abolition  of  the  Income  Tax.  This  tax  was  first  levied  in  1861, 
under  Ordinance,  No.  15,  of  1860.  Although  there  was  no  clause 
in  the  Ordinance  limiting  its  operation,  it  was  generally  understood 
or  believed  that  the  tax  was  not  to  become  a  permanent  one,  and  the 
popular  discontent  increased  as  year  after  year  witnessed  its  con- 
tinuance. Its  abolition  was  therefore  hailed  with  satisfaction.  The 
largest  amount  raised  under  the  head  of  ^  taxes "  was  collected  in 
the  year  1869,  and  reached  the  sum  of  13,725Z.  Oa.  8(2.  Two  years 
previously,  viz.  in  1867,  the  yield  was  only  5,387Z.  16«.  Id  The 
collections  during  1872  amounted  to  13,6407.  2a.  3<f.  It  may  fairly 
be  assumed  that  the  maximum  amount  recovered  in  any  one  year 
was  never  as  much  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  The  incidence  of  the 
tax  was  mo^t  unequal,  for  n^'hile  those  who  were  willing  to  pay  readily 
gave  in.  their  returns,  those  who  wished  to  evade  payment  found 
ready  means  at  hand  for  doing  so,  and  that  too  without  fear  of  detec- 
tion. There  was,  moreover,  a  class  of  small  shopkeepers  whose  trade 
profits  would  certainly  have  rendered  them  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  tax,  but  from  the  fact  of  their  keeping  no  books  these  profits 
could  not  be  ascertained,  or  even  estimated  with  any  degree  of 
certmnty,  and  were  probably  unknown  even  to  the  traders  themselves. 

4.  For  the  Income  Tax  was  substituted  a  Trade  Licence,  imposed 
by  Ordinance,  No.  28,  of  1872,  which  yielded  in  1873  the  sum  of 
1,403Z..  4a.  lid.  To  meet  the  case  of  absentee  proprietors,  the 
contributions  of  the  Planting  Body  to  the  cost  of  immigration  was  at 
the  same  time  raised  from  two-thirds  to  seven-tenths,  the  general 
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revenue  oontributing  the  balance.  The  Export  Duty  for  the  year  was  TEiamiD. 
fixed  at  5«.  a  hogshead,  and  yielded  19,9507. 14s.  8^.  The  Customs 
Tariff  was  also  slightly  altered.  The  Import  Duty  on  flour  was 
lowered  from  5s.  to  3s.  per  barrel  of  196  lbs.,  while  tiiat  on  wine 
and  malt  liquor  in  wood  was  increased.  Calves,  goats,  pigs,  sheep, 
lambs,  swine,  hogs,  and  sucking  pigs,  on  which  formerly  a  duty  ranging  ' 
from  2i.  to  6(2.  each  was  levied  on  importation,  were  from  the  b^inning 
of  the  year  included  in  the  Schedule  of  Exemptions. 

Revenue  and  Expendiitt/re. 

5.  The  total  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  281,570Z.  Is.  Si. 
The  total  expenditure  was  326,282/.  10s.  2^.  As  compared  with  the 
revenue  of  the  previous  year,  that  of  1873  showed  a  falling  off  of 
14,489Z.  15s.  8d.  The  receipts  from  "  Customs'*  alone  were  diminished 
by  upwards  of  11,500/.  The  Rum  Duty  yielded  1,792/.  14s,,llirf. 
less  in  1873  than  in  1872.  Immigration  was  credited  with 
1,971/.  13s.  4^.  less  than  in  the  previous  year ;  and  Wharfage  Dues 
also  showed  a  deficiency  of  1,496/.  19s.  7a.  The  totid  deficiency  in 
the  Revenue  is  thus  more  than  accounted  for.  But  there  was  also  a 
lai^  difference  in  the  Receipts  under  the  head  of ''  Taxes,''  atnounting 
to  12,236/.  17s.  4(2.,  caused  by  the  aboUtion  of  the  Income  Tax.  The 
Trades  Duty  imposed  in  its  steieul,  which  was  estimated  to  yield  1,800/., 
oidy  produced  1,403/.  4s.  \\d, 

6.  The  expenditure  of  1873  exceeded  that  of  1872  by  40,898/.  8s.  2d. 

7.  In  looking  for  Uie  causes  of  this  excess,  I  find  that  the  Esta* 
blishment  charges  of  1873  were  increased  bv  1,725/.  17s.  Si. ;  that 
the  cost  of  maintsuning  the  hospitals  was  1,244/.  3s.  7^.  more  than  in 
1872;  that  the  expenditure  on  "roads,  wharves,  and  bridges"  was 
also  larger  by  5,098/.  5s.  2^. ;  that  the  cost  of  immigration  was 
enhanced  by  2,373/.  10s.  ll^d;  that  "drawbacks"  and  "  refund  of 
"  duties  "  were  debited  with  3,211/.  2s.  IQ^d.  more  than  in  1872 ;  that 
the  payment  on  account  of  die  subsidy  to  the  Telegraph  was  increased 
by  1,876/.  19s.  lOi.,  while  the  advances  on  account  of  tne  Railway  were 
also  larger  by  6,187/.  Is.  ^d. ;  and  that  a  sum  of  1,191/.  6s.  \i)\d. 
was  expended  in  establishing  a  Government  Printing  Office.  But  by 
&r  the  greater  portion  of  the  excess  is  due  to  the  expenditure  on 
^  works  and  buildings,"  the  difference  between  the  expenditure  of 
1872  and  that  of  1873  under  this  head  being  no  less  than 
14,991/.  15s. 

8.  The  revenue  of  the  several  Ward  Unions  for  the  year  1873 
amounted  to  43,550/.  13s.  3(/.    The  expenditure  was  36,907/.  9s.  3i. 

9.  The  revenue  of  the  Borough  of  Port  of  Spain  was  8,639i  16s.  ejc/. 
Its  expenditure  during  the  same  period  was  8,3467.  12s.  \Q\d,  The 
revenue  of  the  Borouffh  of  San  Fernando  was  5,148/.  9s.  ll^t/.,  and 
the  expenditure  4,5057, 13s.  dd. 

Pvhlic  Works. 

10.  The  principal  buildings  in  course  of  construction,  or  which 
were  completed  during  the  year,  were  the  Police  Barracks  in  Port  of 
Spain ;  the  Court  House  at  San  Fernando ;  the  new  residence  for  the 
Governor ;  a  new  ward  at  the  I^per  Asylum,  and  one  at  the  Colonial 
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TBixvHM^    Hospital;  and.an^exteosn&.of.  tbe  piidm^coonniodUtiefi  at  Chu^ 
""""^       guanasL. 

11.  Considerable  poc^fness  waa  Tnade.iii)  tbe  oo^strootion  ef  the 
Police  Barcacks^  hutmocb  y^  remp^i^  tober  d^ise  to.cempljste  tbenu 

#  This  building  iahc^geueotM  iitaeeordaooa ^vitb. a  plaa  desigped  by 
Mr«  Streeti.ofiLoDdbsin:.  The^mUa,,eeBi|hpeed.  of  iMiiive  limeatoDe,:.aT<e 
very  matfiflre^iuidt.  the  BtriiGtoiire:iB  altogetbeiv  of  the  most  ftubitmtialt 
kind.    Its  cost,  ho«eT«9%:i9ll  I  fean  be  ^mcb^  lasgi^!  tban  ws^  evwr 
contemplated. 

12.  The  Court  House,  at  San  Fernando  is  not  yet  quite  completed, 
but  is  sufficiently  far  advanced  to  allow  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Supreme 
Criminal  Court  being  VeM:  there. 

13/  llie' Governor's  new*  residenee-is  still  mtfnishedi:  but^  ranmd 
progress  is  being  made  with  it.  The- foundation  stone  of  the  edinfee^ 
was  laid  by*  Cbvemor^Longden  in  July 'lasfe.  llie-  site  on  ^WeK^it 
stands  wasthe  "site  of  thie.  ald^oyemmeHt  Hou»,  in  the-Bbtanic 
Garden.  Not  the  slightest,  inconvenience  has  been  felt  by  the 
apppolpriation*ofthat-porttonof^he 'Gardens  ^ririch  has  been  set^aijwlrt 
for  the  purpqse;  and  the  house,  wttchis^jeing  erectied  after-adeslffn 
furnished' by  Mr.  Ferguson,  of  ^Eond^n^  wiUj  when  finished,  notomy^ 
a£brd'a  pleasant  and  commodious  residenee^^the-Gevemor^  bufwiU 
also*  be  an-onrnmenfr  to  the  Grardens; 

14.  A  mrar  of  5,-1217.  was^eacpendediu'diredging  operationsiiawd-att 
expenditure  of  more  than  4,450i.  was  incurred  iff  extending  the  wharf 
at'San  Fernando.  -  

15.  The  construction  of^ilfe'litie'ofTttiWwiy^fwmPwt  of  S^^^    to 
Arrma  was  commenced  und^sra^  oonh«ct  entered   ifltowitnJffi"; 
William  Jame^  CaMwdt^for  tfce  smttiof^9©,lll/.     Mft  OaWwell 
arrived  in  November,  aitd-at  once  -  commenced  <»eration8,  wMchare^ 
progressing  satisfitctorilyr    The  entire  worfc-is-to  oe  completed  wilJiin 

'  two  years  from  the  signing'  of  the  contracts  The  Government  under- 
took-to  provide  the  labour  retpiiredj  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary 
to  import  labourers^  but  this  oontingency  has  not  arisen.  Indeed^  the 
number  of  applicationshebasreceivedforompleyraent  on  the  works 
are,  the  contrax5tor  states,  in  excess  of  his  requirements.-  The^  work  is 
ably  superintended  on  behalf  of  the  Goverameuft  by  Mr.  J.  E. 
Tanner,- C.E.,  assisted  by  MV.  E.  Giles,  C.E. 

^   Legidation^ 

16.  The  Ordinances  passed  during  the  year  were  as  follows^-«^ 
No;  1,  "To  admit  Holders  ofy6reign'^5iplomasas  Members  of  the 

'*  Medical  Btard."  Under  tlm  Ordinance  5,  of  184fr,  those  persons 
only  who  produced'  a  "  Diploma  or  licence  from  any  University, 
"  College,  or  Incorporated  Society  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  having 
"  authority  to  grant  the  same  conferring  on  such  person  a  legal  title  to 
"  practise  the  art  of  Medicine  or  of  Surgery,  or  who  shall  have  served 
"  as  a  Surgeon  or  Assistant-Surgeon  in  Her  Majesty's  Army  or  Navy, 
"  or  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  who  shall  not  have 
"  been  dismissed  from  the  ^sanne,"  were  admitted  as  members  of  the 
Board,  and  entitled  to  the  privileges' of  members ;  and  no  person  ^bo- 
had  not  been  admitted -a  member  ^of  the  Baarf  was**  allowed  to 
^*  recover  in  any  court  of  lawin^his  Colony  any  fees  ot  charges  for 
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**  medical  or  wrgical  services."  By  the  Ordinance  of  1873,  holders  Trinidad. 
of  foreign  diplomas  are  admiUed  to  memhership,  but  onl^  after 
^yipg  succefisfiiUy  passed  an  examination- in  whatever  branches  of 
medical  service  the  Royal  C!ollege  of  Physicians  of  London  may 
determine  upon.  These  examinations  are  conducted  in  the  Jdand 
by  juaaas  of  .printed  papers  sent  irom  England  by  the  College,  and 
returned  to  them  for  correction.  Two  examinations  have  been  held, 
but  only  ooe  ^plicant  has  obtained  the  necessary  certificate  entitlbg 
him  to  admission  as  a  member  of  the  Board. 

Opdinance  No.  2,  ^'  For  the  Licensing  of  Burial  Grounds,"  makes 
it  unlawful  to  burv  the  dead  in  any  place  not  bein?  a  licensed  burial 
ground.  Public  burial  grounds  are  licensed  by  Sie  Governor^  and 
private  burial  grounds  bv  the  Warden,  of  the  ward  in  which  the  land 
set  apart  as  such  burial  ground  may  be  situate.  The  Island  was 
fast  becomii^  a  hMge  cemetery,  isolated  graves  being  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  and  it  was  expedient,  on  sanitary  as  well  as  other 
grounds,  to  fix  by  Iaw  the  places  of  interment. 

Ordinitfice  No.  3  amends  in  cert^ particulars ''The  Trades  J)uty 
«  Ordinance,  1&72." 

No.  4  repeals  certain  Ocdinanoes.  which  ijave  ceased  toJbe  in  force, 
or  have  become  unnecessaiy.  209  Ordinances  were  ihus  repealed, 
dating  from  1832  to  1871)  and  the  Statute  Book  has  by  this  .means 
been  disenoumbered^of  a  mass  of  efiete  legislation. 

No.  5  regulates  .the  distribution  of  the  .salary  of  officers  admi- 
nistering the  G(^vemment     during  lany  vacancy  in   the  office  of 
Grovemor,  or  during  the  absence  xm-  incapacity  of  the  Governor,  and 
enacts  rules  with  regard  to  Government  House,  and  its  furniture- 
No.  6  is  the  Siqiplemental  Appropriation  Ordinance. 
Na  7* authorises  .the  raising  of  toe  sum  of  150,000/.  upon  deben- 
turasy  tot  the  censtFUCtion  of^  Bailwj\y  from  Portof Spain  to  Arima. 
This  Oidinance -was  subseouently  amended  by  Ordinance  .No. .15, 
which  enacts  that.tbe  rate  of  interast  payable  on  the  debentures  shall 
be  ^^a  rote  not  exceeding  five  per  centum  ,per  annum^'^in  .lieu,  of  a 
fixed  rate  of  **  fivepereentnm  per  annum."    100,000// worth  of, these 
debentores  have  rbeen  .disposed  of  in  London  by  the  Crown  Agents, 
and  have  realized  the  sum  of  100,181/.  .128.      The  moneys  j^aised 
under  the  Ordioanee  with  the  interest  there(m4u:e  charged  upon,  and 
"  payable  out  of  the  General  Revenues  and  Assets  of  the  Government 
**  of  this  Island."    It  is  proposed  that  the^balance  of  theloan  shi^ll  be 
^raised  in  the  Cdonv,  and  deb^itures  of  20/.  each  -to  the  value  of 
^lOOO/.-will  be  ie»iea  so  as  to  affi)rd  an  ^opportunity  to  residents  with 
-wall  means  of  making  an  krvestment,  if  they  should  desire  to  do  so. 
Ordinance  NaS  is  ^'  ibr  the  incorpomtion  of  the  bishop  of  the 
^  Church  of  En^aad  in  Trinidad^^and  other  persons,  asTrustees  of  the 
•*  said  Church." 

No.  9  onpowers  -Local  Road  Boards  to  «nter  into  contracts  for  the 
repair  and  maintenance  of  roads  in  the  several  districts,  for  periods 
not  exceeding  five  years.  Formerly  these  contracts  could  not  well 
have  been  entered  into  far  -a  longer  term  than  one  year,  as  the 
auditors  for  .the-aeveial  -Wasd  Unions  who  compose  the  Jjocal  Head 
Boards  -are  elected  annually,  vand  in  the  absence  of  any  special 
authority  they  could  not  of  course  exercise  any  control  over  the 
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Tbikipad.  expenditure  of  the  following  year.  All  contracts  are  made  "  with 
*"*"  "  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  the  Central  Boad  Board.** 

Ordinance  No.  10  vests  in  a  single  judge  the  powers  of  the 
Supreme  Civil  Court  to  discharge  debtors. 

No.  11,  "  For  establisliing  a  Railway  between  Port  of  Sp«dn  and 
•  "  Arima,*'  authorizes  the  taking  of  land  for  the  railway,  and  provides 
for  the  grant  of  compensation  for  the  lands  so  taken ;  provision  is 
^  also  made  generally  for  the  establishment,  maintenance,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  railway. 

No.  12  IS  for  establishing  a  Market  on  the  extended  wharf  in 
Port  of  Spain. 

No.  13  assimilates  to  the  law  of  England  the  practice  with  regard 
to  addresses  to  the  jury  in  civil  actions. 

No.  14  grants  to  steam  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  North  Grerman 
Lloyd  Company  the  same  privileges  which  are  accorded  to  the 
steamers  of  other  lines  trading  with  the  Colony. 

No.  16  authorizes  advances  of  money  from  the  Colonial  Treasury 
to  persons  owning  house  property  in  Port  of  Spain  for  the  repair  of 
their  premises ;  the  money  so  advanced  being  secured  by  a  mortgage 
on  the  premises,  and  repayable  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent, 
per  annum,  by  24  equal  annual  instalments. 

No.  17,  for  raising  funds  in  aid  of  Immigration  for  the  year  1874, 
fixes  the  export  duty  to  be  levied  on  produce  exported  from  the 
Colony.  Hitherto  there  was  a  uniform  rate  per  hogshead  charged 
on  the  sugar  exported,  in'espective  of  the  exact  size  oi  the  hogshead ; 
but  by  this  Ordinance  the  rate  varies,  being  determined  by  the 
"  truss  "  of  the  cask. 

No.  18  is  the  Appropriation  Ordinance  for  1874. 

No.  19  alters  the  duties  payable  on  tonnage,  and  enacts  that  on 
everv  ship  or  vessel  of  25  tons  and  upwards  a  payment  of  Is.  per  ton 
shall  be  levied.  Vessels  under  25  tons  are  cnarged  at  the  rate  of 
3d,  per  ton.  Vessels  in  ballast  are  exempt,  and  provision  is  also  made 
in  favour  of  vessels  returning  to  the  Colonv  within  a  specified  time. 

No.  20,  "  For  the  Establishment  and  Regulation  of  Reformatory 
"  Schools,"  completes  the  legislation  of  the  year.  This  Ordinance  has 
not  yet  been  brought  into  operation. 

None  of  the  foregoing  Ordinances  have  been  disallowed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

17.  before  proceeding  to  enumerate  the  changes  which  took  place 
in  the  Civil  Establishment,  I  regret  to  have  to  mention  that  the 
Legislative  Council  was  deprived  of  the  able  services  of  one  of  the 
unofficial  members,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Louis  Alexander  Le  Roy, 
who,  in  the  words  of  an  address  which  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Le  Roy 
by  the  Council,  •*  had  always  shown  himself  ready  to  promote  the 
"  welfare  of  his  adopted  country,"  and  in  losing  whom  "  Trinidad  has 
*^  sustained  a  great  loss."  Mr.  Le  Roy's  seat  has  been  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Leon  Guiseppi. 

Civil  EaUMishments. 

18.  Lieut.-Govemor  Rennie  continued  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government  until  Mr.  Loiigden's  return  from  leave,  at  the  end  of 
May. 
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19.  The  most  important  of  the  permanent  changes  which  occurred  TmwmAD. 
in  the  service  were  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Charles  Bushe,  as  Sub- 
Receiver  and'  Harbour  Master  at  San  Fernando,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Basanta,  who  retired  on  a  pension  ;  the  promotion  of  Mr.  O.  Harley 
from  a  clerkship  in  the  Receiver-Generars  Office  to  the  post  of 
Superintendent  of  Prisons,  in  succession  to  Mr.  Sealy,  who  accepted 
an  appointment  in  British  Guiana,  Mr.  Harley's  place  in  the  Treasury 
being  filled  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Bowen,  formerly  Warden  of  Diego  Martin. 
Mr.  C.  (jr.  Pankin  was  appointed  Senior  Landing  Waiter,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Cazabon,  who  retired  on  a  pension. 

The  confirmation  of  Mr.  Leotaiid's  suspension  (formerly  Warden 
of  St  Ann*s),  gave  rise  to  some  changes  in  the  Wardenships :  Mr.  J. 
T.  Bowen  taking  St.  Ann's,  with  the  Supervisorship  of  Port  of  Spain ; 
Mr.  Lacroix  succeeding  Mr.  Bowen  at  Tacarigua ;  and  Mr.  Bourne, 
formerly  Supervisor  of  Port  of  Spain,  being  appointed  as  Warden  of 
Arima,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lacroix.  The  Supervisorship  of  Port 
of  Spain,  as  a  separate  office,  was  thus  abolished,  and  a  saving  of 
105?.  a  year  thereby  eflected.  Mr.  J.  M.  Farfan,  to  whom  had  been 
entrusted  the  execution  of  certain  works  under  the  Road  Ordinance, 
resumed  his  duties  as  Warden  of  Caroni ;  and  Mr.  S.  Devenish,  who 
had  been  acting  in  that  capacity,  was  appointed  Warden  and  Super-  _ 

visor  of  Dieffo  Martin,  on  Mr.  G.  F.  Bowen's  removal,  for  neglect  of 
duty,  from  that  post.  In  the  Immigration  Department,  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Trollope  caused  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Inspector  of 
Immigrants,  which  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  O.  Warner ; 
and  to  the  office  of  Sub- Agent  thus  vacated  by  Mr.  Warner,  Mr. 
Pierre,  formerly  Chief  Clerk  in  the  department,  was  appointed.  Mr. 
St  Hilaire,  from  the  Crown  Lands  Office,  took  Mr.  Pierre's  place  as 
Chief  Clerk.  The  death  of  Mr.  Griffith  rendered  vacant  the  office 
of  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Registrar-General,  to  which  Mr.  Phillips  was 
appointed. 

In  the  Judicial  Department,  Mr.  Lovesy's  elevation  to  the  Bench 
in  British  Guiana  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  the  Police  Magistracy  of 
Port  of  Spain,  the  duties  of  which  are  being  temporarily  discharged 
by  Mr.  D.  Wilson.  Mr.  G.  Chapman  was  appointed  to  succeed 
Captain  Newland,  who  retired  on  a  pension,  as  Stipendiary  Justice  of 
San  Fernando ;  and  Mr.  F.  R.  Hart  was  appointed  as  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Cedroc  District,  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  D.  Hart 

In  the  Medical  Department,  Dr.  Chittenden  was  transferred  to 
San  Fernando,  as  Resident  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital,  vacant  in  Conse- 
quence of  Dr.  Finlay's  retirement  on  a  pension ;  Dr.  Arnold  took 
Dr.  Chittenden's  place  as  Health  Officer  of  Shipping ;  and  Dr.  S.  Fitt 
was  appointed  a  Supernumerary  Surgeon  at  the  Colonial  Hospital  in 
Port  of  Spain.  ^ 

Permons. 

'  20.  Two  deaths  occurred  among  the  pensioners  borne  on  the  list, 
viz.  that  of  Mr.  T.  F.  Johnston,  late  Colonial  Secretary,  who  received 
a  pension  at  the  rate  of  400Z.  a  year;  and  Mr.  C.  Chipchase,  late 
Supervisor,  who  drew  160Z..  a  year..  On  the  other  hand,  there  have 
been  added  to  the  list  the  names  of  Dr.  K.  Finlny,  late  3Iodical 
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TaiyiDAD.  Superintendent  of  the  San  Fernando  Hospital,  whose  pension  has  been 
fixed  at  320Z.  a  year ;  of  Mr.  D.  Watson,  late  clerk  at  the  same 
institution,  who  receives  21t  7s.  9d. ;  of  Captain  Newland,  late 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  San  Fernando,  a  portion  only  of  whose 
pension,  amounting  to  4Sl.  12$.  9cZ.,  is  payable  by  the  Colony  ;^of 
Mr.  J.  D.  Cazabon,  late  Senior  Landing  Waiter,  who  draws  at  the 
rate  of  128/.  6$.  8d.  per  annum ;  acd  of  Mr.  J.  Basanta,  late  Sub- 
Receiver  and  Harbour  Master  of  San  Fernando,  who  retired  on  a 
yearly  fiJlowance  of  175?.  10«.  lOd. 

Population. 

21.  The  Registrar-GeneraVs  Return  for  1873  exhibits  a  total  of 
4,377  births  during  the  year,  and  3,311  deaths.  This  Return,  the 
Registrar  points  out,  compares  favourably  with  the  Returns  of  the  last 
four  years,  the  number  of  deaths  registered  being  less  than  was 
recorded  during  any  one  of  the  previous  years,  while  the  births  were 
considerably  in  excess  of  any  former  period  of  equal  duration,  and 
outnumbered  the  deaths  by  1,066.  453  marriages  were  solemnized 
during  the  year,  as  against  477  in  1872. 

Immtgrration. 

22.  I  subjoin  a  few  particulars,  abstracted  from  the  Report  of  the 
Acting  Agent-General  of  Immigrants  for  1873,  relative  to  the  immi- 
gration into  this  Colony  from  India  during  that  year,  and  the  working 
of  the  system. 

23.  Of  the  4,200  souls  who  embarked  at  Calcutta,  4,065  landed 
here,  135  having  died  during  the  voyage. 

24.  The  total  number  of  immigrants  resident  on  estates,  under 
contract  or  otherwise,  was  20,892.  The  mortality  among  the  inden- 
tured immigrants  was  3'  17  per  pent. 

25.  With  regard  to  the  hospitals  on  the  estates,  Mr.  Mitchell 
observes  that  *'  the  accommodation  .provided  for  Indiai^  immigraiits 
"  during  illness  is  ample  and  convenient." 

26.  Ue  draws  attention  to  the  increasing,  numbers  who  purdiase 
the  fomrth  or  fifth  year  of  their  industrial;  service,  as  operating  in  the 
majority  of  cases  to  the  disadvantage  of  both  the  employer  and  fdie 
immigrant,  the  former  losing  the  services  of  a  labourer  whom  he  has 
been  at  some  trouble  and  expense  to  train,  and  the  latter  becoming 
**  hopelessly  indebted "  to  one  of  his  own  countrymen,  who  has 
advanced  him  the  monev  to  purchase  the  unexpired  term  of  his  con- 
tract, and  to  whom  he  becomes  a  ^'  servant  in  the  lowest  acceptation 
"  of  the  term."  The  number  who  claimed  the  privilege  of  purchase 
accorded  by  the  law  rose  from  76  in  1870,  to  312  in  1872. 

27.  The  plan  of  granting  to  such  of  the  Coolies  as  desire  it  allot- 
ments of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  return  passage,  has  worked  satis&ctxMrily ; 
514  had  up  to  the  end  of  1873  commuted  their  right  to  a  return 
passage  by  takinc  land,  and  several  applications  remained  at  the  time 
to.be  disposed  of. 
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28.  An  interesting  feature  in  the  system,  and  one  which  speaks      Twnuud. 

much  in  its  favour,  is  the  return  from  India  to  the  Colony  of  immi-         

grants  who  had  formerly  served  here  under  indenture.   Some  of  these 

pay  ;lhe  cost  of  their  passages  themselves ;  others  return  under  con- 
tract, as  before. 

29.  .Three  hundred  and. ninety-seven  Coolies  returned  to  their  native 
country  during  the  year,  taking  with  them  jn  bills  and  specie 
11432Z.  12s.  8d. 

30.  The  supply  of  labour  was  much  augmented  by  the  immigration 
which  continued  to  flow  into  Trinidad  from  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
(principally  Grenada),  and  from  Venezuela. 

31.  The  number  of  these  "deckers"  who  arrived  during  1873 
exceeded  the  departures  by  5,048,  the  figures  being  7,138  as  against 
2,090.  It  is  probable,  howeyer,  that  in  both  cases  the  numbers  were 
swelled  by  the  going  to  and  fro  pf  the  same  parties ;  but  under  any 
circumstances  there  was  a  very  considerable  addition  to,  the  floating 
population  of  the  Island  of  a  class  of  persons  whose  services  .were 
available  either  as  mechanic^  agricultural  labourers,  or  domestic 
servants. 

32.  These  people  are  not'  bound  by  contract  to  remain  here.  'The 
immigration,  indeed,  has  been  purely  a  spontaneous  one  ;  the  railway 
in  course  of  construction,  and  the  large  public  works  which  ure  now 
being  erected,  being  no  doubt  the  cause  of  attraction.  But  once  here, 
it  is  certain  that  many  will  be  induced,  by  the  fact  of  their  being  able 
to  earn  higher  wages  than  they  could  obtain  in  the  places  whence  they 
come,  to  settle  and  make  Trinidad  their  hqme. 

Education. 

33.  The  last  annual  -  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools  gives  a 
favourable  account  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the  operation  of 
the  system  introduced  by  Sir  Arthur  Gordon,  in  1870.  ^c-hools  have 
been  multiplied  to -keep  pace  with  the  increased  number  of  scholars, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  t)uit  the  instruction  imparted  in 
the. several  schools  is  of  a  more  efiicient  character  than  it  used  to  be 
under  the  £orxoersystem.  This  is  easily  accounted  for,  for  the  teachers 
who^usdd  tbea  toi,be  selected  almost  at  rani^om  must  now  undergo  an 
examination.  an4  obtain  a  certificate  Ijiefore  being  placed  in  charge  of 
a  school ;  and  by  the  introductioa  of  the  system  of  payment  by 
results,  they  are  stimulated  to  some  extra  exertion  for  the  advance- 
ment of  their  pupils.  There  seems  also  to  be  a  laudable  and  growing 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  labouring  classes  for  the  education  x)f  their 
children,  as  petitions  are  continuiuly  being  received  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  remote  districts  for  the  establishment  of  schools  within  reacK 
of  their  homes.  The  total  number  of  scholars  attending  the  several 
state-aided,  borough,  and  ward  schools  at  the  close  of  1673,  was 
5,319,  and  instruction  is  afforded,  in  schools  established  on  seyeucal  of 
the  estates,  to  392  pupils,  principally  children  of  Asiatic  immigrai^ts, 
making  a:total  of ^,711.  These. estate  schools  are  supported  entirely 
by  voluntary  contribution.  ,  In  summing  up  his  Report,  tJbe  Inspector 
observes:  ^^ education  has  not  only  been  extended,  but  it  has  been 
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Tbdhbad.  "advanced.  Educational  results  have  been  subjected  to  a  more 
"  rigorous  test  than  ever  before ;  and  the  expenditure  on  a  school 
"and  the  master's  emoluments  are  made  to  depend  to  a  large  extent 
"  upon  these  results.  The  teachers  have,  with  few  exceptions,  bent  to 
"their  work  with  a  steadiness  and  cheerfulness  that  are  highly 
*•  deserving  of  recognition,  though  from  the  short  time  the  new 
"  system  has  been  in  operation  its  effects  and  action  are  not  yet  quite 
"  perfectly  understood,  and  its  results  have  been  to  some  extent  masked 
"  by  the  epidemic  of  last  year,  which  has  now  completely  disappeared, 
"  and  the  schools  are  now  more  largely  attended  than  ever  before  in 
"  the  history  of  the  Island." 

Imports  and  Exports. 

34.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Trinidad  during  1873 
amounted  to  1,324,4327.  13«.  3i.,  and  was  90,661Z.  9a.  5d.  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year. 

35.  The  following  Table  will  show  the  countries  from  which  Trinidad 
derives  her  supplies  of  merchandise,  &c,,  and  the  extent  of  her  trans- 
actions with  them  respectively : — 

From  the  United  Kingdom,  the  value  of  £          g.  d. 

the  imports  was        -        -        -        -  562,318  18  9 

From  India,  ditto 64,555     5  11 

From  British  North  America,  ditto         -  60,227     8  7 

From  British  West  Indies,  ditto        -     -  120,352    5  0 
From  Foreign  States,  the  total  value  of 

the  imports  amounted  to    -        -        -  516,979     0  9 
The  Foreign  Trade  was  carried  on  prin- 
cipally with  Venezuela,  from  which  the 

imports  amounted  to    -        -        -     -  215,346     3  10 
The  United  States  supplied  us  with  goods 

to  the  amount  of      ....  192,133  16  3 
The  importations  from  France  were  valued 

at -  65,309     5  8 

From  Spain  at 12,506  11  10 

From  the  Danish  West  Indies  at      -     -  10,307    4  0 

From  the  French  West  Indies  at   -        -  7,607     4  0 

From  Brazil  at 4,590     6  6 

From  Germany  at        -        -        -        -  3,164  16  2 

From  the  Spanish  West  Indies  at      -     -  2,164'    2  0 

And  from  Teneriffe  at  -        -        -        -        2,073    ^    9 

\ 

The  imports  from  the  other  places  are  of  too  insignificant  a  character 
to  be  specially  noted.  V 

36.  The  value  of  the  exports  from  Trinidad  amounted  Mo 
1,733,615Z.  6«.  This  also  was  in  excess  of  the  estimated  value  of 
the  exports  of  1872  by  293,110Z.  12«.  \ 

37.  The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  in  1873  was  1,191,866  cwts.,  as\ 
against  920,464  cwts.  in  the  previous  year.     Molasses  figures  in  the 
Return  Tor  1,624,998  gallons,  as  against  1,716,930  gallons  exported 
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in  1872 ;  and  rum  is  put  down  at  16,644  gallons  in  1873,  as  against  TinnDAD. 
20,806  gallons  shipped  in  1872.  There  was  also  an  excess  in  the 
quaotity  of  cacao  exported,  the  figures  being  for  1873, 7,482,091  lbs. ; 
for  1872,  6,985,904  lbs.  Cocoanuts  also  formed  a  not  unimportant 
item  in  the  export  trade,  no  less  than  2,380,871  having  been  snipped 
during  the  year.  The  quantity  of  asphalt  exported  amounted  to 
7,848  tons.  In  this  article  there  seems  to  have  been  a  slight  falling 
oflF,  for  the  exports  of  the  previous  year  amounted  to  9,099  tons. 
The  coffee  exported  amounted  to  22,22511)6.,  and  exhibits  a  con- 
siderable increase  as  compared  with  the  quantity  exported  in  1872, 
viz.  4,325  lbs. 

38.  I  subjoin  a  list  of  some  of  the  countries  to  which  the  greater 
portion  of  the  articles  exported  were  sent,  with  a  statement  of  the 
value  of  such  exports : — 

£  s.       d. 

United  Kingdom        .        -        -        -  1,380,229  10  0 

Venezuela 95,837     6  0 

Germany 78,777    9  0 

United  States 53,197  12  0 

France 49,152  16  0 

British  West  Indies      -        .        -     -  39,400    4  0 

French  West  Indies  -        -        -        -  12,017     1  0 

Spanish  West  Indies     -        -        -     .  11,366     1  0 

British  North  America       .        -        .  5,001- 12  0 

39.  These  Trade  Returns  are  eminently  satisfactory,  and  show 
that  the  commercial  relations  between  Trinidad  and  other  countries, 
more  especially  Venezuela,  are  on  the  increase.  They  are  still 
capable  of  being  extended,  and  there  is  no  surer  guarantee  for  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  Island  than  a  development  of  its  com- 
merce on  a  sound  and  steadily  increasing  basis. 

Qaoh. 

40.  A  very  interesting  Report  by  the  Inspector  of  Prisons  upon 
the  gaol  and  on  prison  discipline  is  appended  to  the  Blue  Book.  A 
new  set  of  rules,  drawn  up  by  Governor  Longden,  and  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  was  brought  into  operation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year,  and  they  are  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect.  I  will  not  now  discuss  tne  questions  treated  of  by  the 
Inspector  in  his  Report,  but  merely  state  that  the  number  of  prisoners 
committed  during  the  year  was  2,649 ;  that  the  prison  accommoda- 
tion at  Chaguanas  was  considerably  enlarged,  and  such  enlargement 
tended  to  relieve  the  Royal  Gaol  from  undue  overcrowding ;  wat  the 
Farm  at  Irois,  which  was  worked  by  penal  labour,  was  closed  on  the  Slst 
December ;  and  that  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive  Government 
are  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  establishing  industrial  and  reforma- 
tory schools  for  youthful  criminals,  an  Ordinance  for  the  establishment 
of  reformatory  schools  having  already  been  passed  and  confirmed  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  one  for  the  establishment  of  in- 
dustrial schools  being  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council.    _ 
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41i  The  year  1873  may,  on  the  whol^;  be  looked  upon  as  a 
lavoiirable  one  for  Trinidad.  The  smsial  depression  cansed  by  the 
prevalence  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  t«ro  preceding  years  of 
the  small-pox,  in  an  epidetoic  form,  gradually  wore  away.  The 
ravages. committed  by  tne  disease  showed  the  urgent  necessity  for 
vigorous  measures  beit^g  taken  for  jpromoting  a  more  effectual  system 
of  vacdnation,  and  also  for  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
towns.  The  fornter  has,  I  think,  been  brought  about  by  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Vaccination  Amendment  Ordi- 
nance, passed  at  the  close  of  1872,  and  the  defects  in  our  sanitary 
condition  will,  doubtless,  be  brought  to  light  in  the  Report  of 
Mr.  Unsworth,  the  Sanitary  Engineer  who  was  specially  commissioned 
to  inquire  into  that  subject. 

42.  The  year  was  an  unusually  dry  one.  During  'what  is  termed 
**  the  dry  season,"  i.  e.  from  January  to  June,  large  tracts  of  cultivated 
and  forest  land  were  devastated  by  the  fires,  which,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  had  been  inconsiderately  set  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  small 
patches  of  ground  for  the  planting  of  provisions,  and  although,  as  the 
necessity  for  doing  so  became  apparent,  Proclamation  after  Proclama- 
tion was  issued  prohibiting  the  setting  of  fire  to  lands  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  numerous  convictions  were  obtained  against  persons 
charged  with  the  offence  of  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
No.  24,  of  1869,  "  For  the  better  Prevention  of  Accidents  by  Fire." 

43.  Tlie  establishment  of  a  large  cdntral  sugar  factory  in  the 
Napariraa  District,  by  the  Colonial  Company,  Limited,  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice,  but  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  it  promises  to  be 
of  benent  not  only  to  its  enterprising  proprietors,  but  to  the  Colony  at 
large. 

%  44.  But  while  congratulating  ourselves  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
past  year,  I  must  admit  that,  without  there  being  the  slightest  cause 
for  alarm,  the  prospects  of  the  one  on  which  we  have  entered  are  not 
quite  so  encouraging.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  conclude  by  expressing  a 
confident  hope  that,  ere  its  termination,  the  fears  of  the  most  timid 
and  the  doubts  of  the  most  sceptical  will  be  altogether  removed. 

1  have,  &C., 
(Signed)        J.  S.  BtJSHE, 

Administrator, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
'&c.      &c.      &c 
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:iir6.  4.  No.4. 

GoTemoe.  HnnnDNnr^  C^SfuGi,  to-  The  EjMk  of  OiXH^ilvmr 

Mr  LoBi>,  Government  House,  NaasaQt'  May  2.7, 1874. 

I  rnvB  the  hoDOQT  to  transmit  -  herewitii  the  Blue  Book  of  the 
Bahamas  for  the  year  lSl3y  together  with  my  R^rt  upon  it 

I  have,  Ac, 
(i^Sgned)       J.  PDfb  Hbhsmsx, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 

&C.        &C;        &C. 


BEFOBT  ON  THE  BAHAMAS  BLUE  BOOK  FOB  1878. 
Pmanees. 

1.  Since  the  collapse  that  followed  the  blockade-running  days  of 
Nassau,  the  finances  of  the  Bahamas  have  engaged  the  special  atteo- 
tion  of  the  Government 

2.  The  foUowmg  Table  shows  the  decline  of  the  revenue  for  1864» 
vrhen  it  was  at  its  maximum,  to  1872  : — 

£ 

1864 102,024 

18(J5-' 84,488 

188&-  .....  53,283 

1867 46,826 

1868 40,777 

1869 35,576 

1870  -        -        -        -        -  40,710 

1871 41,869 

1872  -        -        -        -        -  37,574 

Si  This-  falling  off'  oi  revenue  was  due  to  the  serious-decline'  of 
trade  during  those  years,  esesUkited-'  in  the  following  Table  of 
imports  and  exports : — 

TeaMr  Importa..  Espoits. 

£■  ~£~ 

1864. -i   *  -  5,346,132.  4,672,898- 

1865  .,   -   -  -  1,470,467  2,063,474' 

1866-   -   -  -  328,622  261,972 

1867  ...  -  365,316  227,248 

1868  -   -    -   231,526     181,622 
.1869  ....   240,584     163,002 

1870   -   -   -   288,970     190,263- 

.1871  -.   -   -  -  .239,190     152,410 

:    1872   -   -   -   201,051     136,224 
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Bahamas.  4.  UnfortuDately,  whilst  the  trade  and  the  revenue  of  the  Colony 

were  thus  declining,  my  predecessors  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to 

add  to  the  taxation.  All  import  duties  were  increased  25  per  cent 
A  special  income-tax  (from  5  to  7^  per  cent.)  was  levied  upon  the 
salaries  of  the  Colonial  officials.  An  export  duty  was  charged  upon  the 
cargoes  of  all  vessels  that  might  have- to  put  into  the  Bahamas  in 
distress;  and  certain  tonnage  dues  of  the  port  of  Nassau  were  in- 
creased. At  the  same  time,  by  the  skill  and  firmness  of  Sir  James 
Walker,  considerable  reductions  of  expenditure  were  effected. 

6.  But  in  spite  of  this  heavy  taxation,  I  found  on  my  arrival  in  the 
Colony,  in  May,  1873,  that  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury  chest, 
and  that  the  payment  of  the  public  officers  was. for  some  months  in 
arrear.  In  the  last  Blue  Book  Report  of  the  Bahamas  that  has  been 
laid  before  Parliament  ^Colonial  Possessions,  Part  I.9  P*  69,  presented 
in  the  S^sion  of  1874),  Govem(»r  Strahan,  in  a  Despatdi,  dated 
April  24, 1873,  says:— 

**  I  regret  to  state  that  the  present  revenue  is  not  sufficient  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenditure,  and  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
Colony  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as  satisfactory." 

6.  Furthermore,  I  found  that  certain  debentures,  to  the  amount  of 
10,920/.,  which  had  fallen  due  a  month  before  I  reached  the  Ba- 
hamas, were  still  unpaid,  and  that  no  proviaon  had  been  made  to 
meet  them.  - 

7.  About  the  same  time  the  Secretary  of  State  pointed  oUt  that 
the  yearly  revenue  of  the  Crown  lands  was  less  than  the  current 
expenditure. 

8.  This  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  finances  was  remedied  in  twelve 
months,  by  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly. 

9.  In  my  first  speech  to  the  General  Assembly  I  could  not  avoid 
adverting^  to  the  fact^  that  on  looking  through  the  votes  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Lower  House  it  appeared  that  Session  after  Session  the 
members  of  the  Gx)vemment  had  been  generally  in  a  small  minority 
of  four  or  five,  and  that  tlie  opposition  had  consisted  of  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

10.  Feeling  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  expect  a  healthy  develop- 
ment of  the  colonial  resources,  or  a  sound  exchequer  with  the  want 
of  confidence  which  for  the  preceding  five  or  six  years  had  existed 
between  them  and  the  local  Governnient,  I  endeavoured  to  recognize 
irom  the  outset  the  full  constitutional  rights  and  business  capacity  of 
the  Assembly. 

11.  Accordingly,  the  financial  measures  which  the  Government 
brought  before  the  Legislature  in  the  second  Session  of  1873  and  the 
Session  of  1874  were  founded  on  the  advice  and  cordial  co-operation 
of  those  who  really  represented  the  community.  It  very  soon  became 
evident  that  the  loc^  merchants,  traders,  and  professional  men 
understood  the  wants  of  the  Colony,  and  knew  how  to  deal  with 
them. 

12.  They  increased  by  50  per  cent  the  duties  on  ale,  beer, 
brandy,  ffin,  rum,  and  whisky;  by  100  per  cent  the  duties  on 
cigars  and  tobacco ;  and  by  200  per  cent,  the  duties  on  wine. 

18.  On  the  other  band,  the  Assembly  relieved  the  general  con- 
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sumer  of  all  other  articles,  by  reducing  the  25  per  cent,  ad  Talorem      Bahavas. 

duties  to  15  per  cent     They  abolished  the  export  duty  on  vessels  in         

distress,  and  they  reduccid  the  tonnage  and  wharfage  dues.  They 
abolished  a  litence  fee  payable  by  the  boatmen  employed  in  saving 
life  and  prOTcrty— a  class  of  hardworking  and  useful  men  who 
should  be  called  salvers  and  not  wreckers;  and  they  repealed  the 
special  mcome-tax  which  was  so  obnoxious  to  the  public  officers. 

14.  The  leading  Members  of  the  Assembly  took  an  active  part 
also  in  curtailing  unnecessary  expenditure.  By  the  operation  of  the 
local  law  a  considerable  part  of  the  current  outlay  of  the  Colony  is 
administered  by  Committees  of  both  Houses  nominated  annually  by 
the  Governor. 

There  may  be  theoretical  objections  to  the  exercise  of  admi- 
nistrative functions  by  Members  of  Parliament;  but,  in  practice, 
I  certainly  found  the  system  work  well  at  Nassau.  In  dealing  with 
the  vote  for  Public  Works,  the  vote  for  Education,  and  the  vote  for 
Poor  Relief,  the  Committees,  or  Boards  of  Commissioners,  looked 
carefully  into  every  item  of  expenditure. 

15.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  these  gentlemen  for  the 
satisfactory  result  of  their  labours.  From  the  enclosure  in  my 
Despatch  of  the  27th  of  April,  1874,  it  will  be  seen  that  in- 
stead of  reporting  the  usual  deficit,  the  Receiver-General  certifies 
that  tiie  expenditure  of  the  year  1873  was  brought  within  the 
revenue ;  that  for  the  first  time  for  six  years  all  the  salaries  were 
paid  on  the  31st  of  December,  1873;  and  that  the  year  1874 
opened  with  a  balance  of  1,4232.  in  the  treasury  chest 

16.  This  improvement  in  the  finances  enabled  the  Assembly  to 
restore  the  inter-insular  mail  service,  which  from  financial  embarrass- 
ments had  to  be  suspended  five  years  ago.  Indeed,  the  commercial 
activity  which  followed  the  re-establishment  of  the  regular  communi- 
cation between  Nassau  and  the  out-islands  speedily  recouped  the 
local  treasury  the  amount  of  the  moderate  subsidy  now  voted  for  this 
object 

17.  The  Assembly  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  for 
the  establishment  of  telegraphic  communication  a  sum  of  2,0007.  a 
year  for  ten  years. 

18-  The  following  figures  show  the  comparison  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  years  1872  and  1873,  as  completed  and  audited  on 
the  31st  of  December : — 

Bevenue.  Expenditure. 


1872  . 

.      _ 

37,574  - 

-   -  39,000 

1873 

-  - 

44,053 

-  -  42,737 

19.  On  referring  to  the  second  paragraph  of  this  Report  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  revenue  of  the  year  1873  was  greater  than  the  revenue 
of  any  of  the  preceding  five  years. 

20.  On  the  whole  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  sound 
financial  condition  to  which  the  dolony  has  restored  itself  will  con- 
tinue, and  that  the  Assembly  will  not  be  again  embarrassed  by 
finding  the  annual  expenditure  in  excess  of  the  annual  revenue. 
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^^f^^^  Invporh  and  Exports. 

21.  The  yalue  of  the  imports  in  1873  was  226,306Z.,  and  the 
value  of  the  exports,  156filol;  showing  in  each  case  a  slight  im- 
provement as  compared  with  the  year  1872. 

Pineapple  Trade. 

22.  The  total  number  of  pine-apples  exported  to  the  United  Stdtes 
and  England  (exclusive  of  tinned  fruit)  wAS  422,994  dozen,  valued 
at  38,7o7r.  Of  pine-apples  in  tins,  preserved  and  packed  at  the 
manufectory  at  Nassau,  there  were  69,165  dozen  exported,  of  the 
value  of  13,018Z.  From  the  same  manufactory,  5,827  cases  of  pine- 
apples were  also  shipped,  valued  at  1,712Z.  The  ralUe  of  all  the  pine- 
apples shipped  from  the  Bahamas  in  the  year  1873  Was  therefore 
53,497?.'  SIbst  of  the  pine-apples  hawked  about  the  sti^ets  of 
Loiidoii  in  the  season  come  from  the  Bahanias.  Their  inferiority 
to  the  hot-house  pine-apple  of  England  is  due  to  the  necessity  of 
cutting  them  unripe,  so  that  they  may  outlive  the  ^a'  voyage.  I 
have  tasted  pine-apples  grown  at  Nassau  of  finer  flavour  than  the  best 
English  pines. 

23.  The  cultivation  of  the  pine-apple  ii  rapidly  spreading  through 
the  Colony.  Not  many  montns,  ago  I  had  an  opportXinity  of  Seeing 
what  is  probably  the  largest  field  of  pine-apples  in  the  world.  It  is 
on  the  estate  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Johnson,  m  the  eastern  district  of  New 
Providence ; '  and  from  one  spot  it  was  possible  there  to  see,  at  a 
single  glance,  1,200^000  pine -apples  growing.  They  were  well 
weeded  and  in  good  order.  This  broad  expanse  of  young  fruit,  in  its 
clusters  of  delicately-tinted  but  sharp  an  J  distinct  leaves,  gave  a 
peculiar  feature  to  the  landscape.  In  appearance  it  had  as  little  in 
common  with  the  planes  of  sugar-cane  or  the  paddy-fields  of  the 
tropics  as  with  the  corn-fields  of  jEurope. 

JS^ffe  Trade. 

24/  Owing  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba,  and  the  difficulties  which 
the  Spanish  authorities  have  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  spongers  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  work  on  the  reefe  near  that  island,  the  sponge 
trade  of  the  Bahamas  is  not  as  prosperous  as  it  should  bfe., 

25.  Of  the  nine  difierent  kinds  of  sponge  known  to  the  Bahama 
trade,  the  following  are  the  values  of  the  quantities  exported  in  the 
year  1873  :— 

£ 

Boaifiponge      -        -        w        .        .        -  3,949. 

^                          Glove  sponge 550 

Gras6- sponge    ------  4,401 

Hardhead  sponge  -        -        -        -        -    -  1,044 

Reef  sponge     -        -        -        -        -        -  3,084 

Roots  sponge         .    .    -        -        -        .    -  560 

Velvet  sponge  -        -        -        -        -        -  6,022 

Wool  sponge         -       ..        .        -        .    .  11,188 

Yellow  spemge  -        -        -        -        -    '    -  1,489 

Refuse 701 
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In  the  year  1872  the  total  weight  of  sponge  exported  was  2,790  cwt      Bahamas. 

valued  at  18,831Z.     Though  the  export  for  1873  was  much  larger        

(over  30,000?.),  I  fear  the  export  for  the  current  year  (1874)  may 
fall  short  of  the  ayerage.  The  Syrian  sponges  are  of  a  finer  quality 
than  the  Bahama  sponges,  but  our  sponge  trade  is  becoming  more 
valuable  than  the  Syrian  trade.  In  the  Report  of  the  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  Beyrout  for  1873,  he  states  that  the  total  value  of  the 
sponges  fished  on  the  coast  of  Syria  in  that  year  was  from  20  OOOZ. 
to  25,000?.,  and  that  the  supply  is  falling  ofl;  ' 

Salt  Trade. 

26.  The  excesaye  import  duty  still  levied  in  the  United  States  on 
salt  has  almost  paralyzed  the  salt  raking  trade  of  the  Bahamas.  The 
introduction,  however,  this  year  of  salt-grinding  machines  at  Inaffua. 
which  will  render  the  Bahamas  salt  suitable  for  the  fish-cunng 
markets  of  Canada,  may  assist  in  restoring  to  the  Colony  what  wm 
once  a  very  lucrative  business.  The  value  of  Bahama  salt  exported 
in  the  year  1873  was  11,080?.,  showmg  a  slight  improvement  as 
compared  with  the  year  1872. 

Oranges,  &e. 

27.  During  the  past  year  2,252,000  oranges  were  exported,  valued 
at  3,822?,  being  400?.  more  than  the  value  of  the  oranges  exported 
in  1872.  Of  bananas,  7,172  bunches,  valued  at  346?. ;  and  about 
700?.  worth  of  grape  fruit,  shaddocks,  lemons,  limes,  and  melons. 

United  States  Legislation. 

28.  Owing  to  a  misprint  in  one  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  the 
Bahama  fruit  dealers  made  an  unexpected  profit  in  the  year  1873. 
On  the  6th  of  June,  1872,  an  Act  oi  Congress  was  passed,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  reduce  Duties  on  Imports,  and  to  reduce  Internal 
**  Taxes,  and  for  other  purposes."  In  the  original  bill  was  a  clause 
exempting  from  the  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty,  **  Fruit-plants, 
"tropical  and  semi-tropical,  for  the  purpose  of  propagation  or  cul- 
"tivation.'*  But  in  the  engrossed  Act  of  Congress  a  comma  was 
substituted,  by  a  clerical  error,  for  a  hyphen,  and  the  exempting 
words  stood  thus :— **  Fruit,  plants,  tropicd  and  semi-tropical,  for  the 
"  purpose  of  propagation  or  cultivation." 

29.  When  the  mistake  was  discovered  Congress  had  risen,  and  it 
was  too  late  to  rectify  it  until  the  following  Session.  Meanwhile  the 
Bahama  traders  brought  actions  in  the  United  States  Courts  to  re- 
cover the  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty  that  they  had  been  compelled 
to  pay  subseouent  to  the  6th  of  June,  1872.  The  United  States 
Gbvemment  allowed  the  actions  to  go  by  default,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  decided  that  the  clerical  error  rendered  a  new  Act  of 
Congress  necessary  to  enforce  any  duty  upon  tropical  fruit.  The 
United  States  Consul  at  Nassau  informed  me  that  about  $50,000 
were  repaid  by  the  United  States  Government  to  the  Bahama  traders 
in  consequence  of  this  mistake.  In  addition  to  this  no  duty  was 
leviable  until  the  Ist  of  July,  1873,  when  the  Act  rectifying  the 
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Bahamas,     mistake  came  into  operation ;  so  that  the  greater  part  of  the  fruit- 

shipping  season  of  the  Bahamas  of  this  year  had  the  advantage  of 

being  conducted  duty  free. 

The  Debentmes  of  1868. 

30.  The  Debentures,  to  the  amount  of  10,920Z.,  which  were  due 
on  the  Ist  May,  1873,  were  paid  off  by  the  issue  of  new  ones  on 
more  favourable  terms  to  the  Colony.  The  new  Debentures  were 
entirely  subscribed  for  within  the  Bahamas.  The  credit  of  the 
Colonial  Government  is  now  so  good,  that  double  the  amount  would 
have  been  readily  taken  up  at  par. 

'  The  Crown  Fund. 

31.  During  the  year  1873,  the  expenditure  from  this  fund  was 
brought  within  the  revenue;  and  on  the  31st  of  last  December,  it 
exhibited  a  balance,  over  and  above  all  liabilities,  of  more  than 

4,000Z.  ^      , 

The  Grown  Lands. 

32.  Unlike  other  West  Indian  islands  there  is  a  considerable 
quantity  of  Crown  land  still  unsold.  In  Andros  island  14,377  acres 
have  from  time  to  time  been  granted,  whilst  1,015,634  still  remain 
unsold.  In  Inagua,  2,721  acres  have  been  disposed  of,  leaving 
365,919  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  In  Mayaguana, 
whilst  only  40  acres  have  been  granted,  61,360  are  still  left  un- 
granted. 

33.  The  upset  price  of  Crown  land  is  10«.  an  acre.  But  private 
land  not  unfrequently  sells  at  public  auction  as  low  as  Is.  %d.  an  acre. 

34.  Looking  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  something  like  a 
peasant  proprietary,  and  to  the*  manifest  advantage  of  getting  the 
now  unappropriated  Crown  lands  into  cultivation,  the  Question  of 
conaderably  reducing  the  upset  price  of  Crown  land  is  well  deserving 
of  attention. 

Vienna  Exhibition  of  1873. 

35.  Out  of  forty  British  Colonies,  only  eleven  were  represented  at 
the  Vienna  Exhibition;  and  of  the  fifteen  British  West  Indian 
Colonies,  only  three  were  represented.  Between  the  three  latter  the 
jurors  distributed  seyen  awards — one  to  Jamaica,  two  to  Trinidad, 
and  four  to  the  Bahamas. 

36.  The  principal  articles  exhibited  from  the  Bahamas  were 
sponges ;  fibres  of  palmetto  made  into  ropes,  hats,  and  fans ;  brazi- 
letto,  mahogany,  satinwood,  sabica,  and  ebony ;  turtle  shells,  conch 
shells  for  making  cameos  ;  wings  of  the  flamingo ;  fibres  of  plantain, 
banana,  and  pine-apple ;  and  fish-scale  and  shell  work.  Some 
sperimens  of  the  shell-work  that  had  been  much  admired  at  the 
Exhibition  were  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  Colony,  to  His  Eoyfld 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  on  his  marriage. 

37.  Since  the  Exhibition,  orders  from  Europe  have  reached  some 
of  the  traders  in  Nassau  for  fibres  and  shell-work,  the  specimens  of 
which  had  attracted  attention  at  Vienna. 

38.  On  the  motion  of  the  Honourable  T.  Darling,  seconded  by  the 
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Honourable  R.  Sawyer,  the  following  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Earl  of 
Kimberley  was  passed  by  the  Executive  Council,  in  November,  1873  : 
**  Resolved,  that  the  Members  of  the  Executive  OouncU  request 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  convey  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley  their 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  the  attention  given  to  the  interests 
of  the  Bahama  exhibitors  at  the  Vienna  Exhibition  of  1873,  by 
Mr.  William  Robinson,  the  special  Commissioner  for  the  Crown 
Colonies,  appointed  bjr  his  Lordship  to  superintend  the  Colonial 
section*  The  favourable  notice  which  the  Bahama  products  obtained, 
and  the  great  care  shown  by  the  officers  of  the  Colonial  department 
in  London  in  securiug  the  safe  transit  and  exhibition  of  the  articles, 
will,  the  Executive  Council  believe,  have  the  effect  of  inducing  a 
much  larger  number  of  Bahama  exhibitors  to  send  goods  to  the  next 
International  Exhibition." 

Telegraphic  Commtmication. 

39.  In  July,  1873,  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  for  establishing 
telegraphic  communication  between  the  Bahamas  and  the  United 
States  or  Cuba.  Under  this  Act  the  Governor  in  Council  is  em- 
powered to  expend  2,000Z.  a  year  for  ten  yeara  in  subsidizing  a 
telegraphic  company.  There  are  perhaps  fair  grounds  for  expectmg 
some  assistance  also  from  the  Imperial  Government  for  this  object. 
If  a  chain  of  telegraphic  communication  were  completed  throughout 
the  six  hundred  miles  of  the  Bahama  islands,  a  system  of  weather 
forecasts  and  storm  signals  would  thereby  become  practicable,  that 
may  result  in  saving  much  life  and  property.  The  hurricanes  which 
firom  time  to  time  cause  such  destruction  to  the  coasting  vessels,  as 
well  as  along  the  two  great  routes  of  British  [shipping  in  those 
regions,  travel  not  much  faster  than  an  ordinary  mail  steamer ;  for 
instance,  the  approach  of  a  hurricane  from  Turk's  Island  to  Nassau 
could  be  telegraphed  24  hours  before  its  arrival.  With  such  notice 
tiie  steamers  could  run  out  of  the  track  of  the  coming  storm,  and 
other  vessels  could  seek  in  good  time  the  more  sheltered  parts  of  the 
harbour.  From  the  want  of  such  notice  in  the  hurricane  of  October, 
1866,  93  vessels  were  totally  wrecked  in  a  few  hours  at  Nassau,  j 

Hospitals. 

40.  The  New  Prondence  Asylum,  including  the  Civil  Hospital, 
Workhouse,  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  Leper  Hospital,  is  a  well-managed 
institution,  situated  in  one  of  the  healthiest  parts  of  Nassau.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  the  cost  of  its  maintenance  in 
1873  was  2,570Z.  It  is  under  the  direct  control  of  three  most  efficient 
commissioners,  selected  by  the  G-ovemor  from  the  Members  of  the 
Legislature.  The  paid  superintendent  is  also  a  good  officer.  During 
the  year  1873  the  valuable  services  of  Dr.  Chipman  were  lost  to  the 
Colony,  but  the  Government  was  able  to  secure  a  worthy  successor  to 
that  gentleman  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Duncombe,  the  present 
physidan. 

41.  The  daily  average  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  for  1873 
was  84;  the  number  of  cases  treated  was  223;  the  number  of 
deaths,  49.    The  daily  average  number  of  lunatics  was  20 :  of  these, 
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Bamamab,     2  were  cured  and  4  died.    In  the  leper  department  there  were  5 
under  treatment,  of  whom  1  died. 

42.  My  predecessor,  Goyemor  Strahan,  deserves  much  credit  for 
the  active  interest  he  took  in  the  management  of  every  branch  of  the 
New  Providence  Asylum.  I  ascertained  from  the  visitors'  book  that 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  a  personal  inspection  of  the  institution 
nearly  every  week. 

Oaoh. 

43.  The  new  prison  at  Nassau  is  well  constructed,  and  admits  of 
the  separate  system  being  carried  out.  It  contains  101  cells,  an 
infirmary,  3  hospital  wards,  and  6  bath-rooms.  The  daily  average 
number  of  prisoners  in  1873  was  72.  The  total  cost  of  the  prison 
for  the  year,  including  the  salaries  of  the  keeper,  the  chaplain,  the 
matron,  and  the  subordinate  oflScers,  was  1,922/. 

44.  I  found  it  necessary  to  alter  some  of  the  rules  respecting  the 
punishment  of  prisoners  for  prison  offences.  I  abolished  flog^ng,  I 
put  an  end  to  tne  system  of  shaving  the  heads  of  the  female  prisoners 
as  a  punishment,  and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
Dr.  Maclure,  the  highly  intelligent  physician  to  the  prison,  I  added 
an  hour  to  the  sleeping  time.     On  the  other  hand,  I  had  two  im- 

Sortant  elements  of  discipline  strictly  enforced — that  is,  the  shot- 
rill  and  the  penal  diet 

45.  It  would  seem  that  the  floggings  and  shaving  of  the  heads  had 
tended  rather  to  harden  the  prisoners  and  render  them  desperate 
more  than  to  reform  them,  for  since  the  alteration  in  the  rules  the 
number  of  prison  offences  has  diminished  in  a  greater  ratio  even  than 
the  number  of  prisoners. 

46.  The  steady  decline  in  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners 
which  has  been  observed  in  1873  and  throughout  the  current  year 
(1874^,  is  probably  owing  to  the  shot-drill  and  to  the  admirable 
discipline  maintained  by  the  Provost  Marshal  and  the  keeper  of  the 
prison. 

47.  The  Colony  is  fortunate  in  having  at  the  head  of  the  judicial 
department  a  most  accomplished  Chief  Justice,  who  commands  the  con- 
fidence of  every  class  of  the  community.  Indeed,  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  Nassau  is  most  creditable  to  the  Colony. 

48.  There  is,  however,  another  cause  for  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  prisoners  in  the  Bahamas  compared  with  the  population, 
which  should  not  pass  unnoticed ;  I  refer  to  the  untiring  exertions  of 
the  Bishop  of  Nassau,  Dr.  Venables,  and  of  the  clergy  of  the  various 
denominations. 

(Signed)        J.  Pope  Hennessi:. 
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BAEBADOS.  babbabob. 


No.  5. 
Gk)vemor  Eawson,  C.B.,  to  The  Earl  of  Cabnarvon. 

My  Lobd,  Barbadoa,  November  8,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  at  the  earliest  possible  date 
after  receiving  a  copy  of  the  volume,  my  Eeport  upon  the  Blue  Book 
of  this  Island  for  the  year  1873. 

I  have,  &c, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Rawson  W.  Bawson. 

&c.      &c.      &c. 


Report. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  stated  that  the  year  1872  was  a  hard 
year  for  the  Island — one  of  difficulty  and  trial  for  its  planters  and 
population.  The  cause  of  this  was  the  reduction  of  the  sugar  crop  to 
39,167  hhds.,  which  was  27  per  cent,  below  the  crop  of  1871,  and 
nearly  20  per  cent  below  the  average  crop  of  the  six  preceding  years, 
1866-71.  In  1873  the  crop  fell  still  lower,  and  yielded  only  37,337 
hhds.  In  the  three  consecutive  years  1866-68  the  crops  had  averaged 
55,580  hhds.  In  the  five  next  years,  1869-73,  they  had  averaged 
only  40,366  hhds.  This  signifies  a  loss  of  76,070  hhds.,  a  quantity 
equal  to  the  average  crop  of  a  year  and  a  half,  in  these  five  years ; 
but  this  does  not  fully  show  the  extent  of  the  pressure  in  this  last 
year.  In  the  middle  of  the  quinquennium,  1868-73,  occurred  the 
good  crop  of  1871,  53,907  hhds.  If  this  year  be  eliminated,  the 
ayerage  of  the  remaining  four  years  was  only  36,981  hhds.,  or  exactiy 
one-third  of  the  crops  of  1866-68,  and  the  year  1873  was  the  last  of 
this  series  of  disastrous  years,  such  as  has  not  occurred  since  the 
agriculture  of  the  Island  recovered  firom  the  shock  of  emancipation. 

2.  The  House  of  Assembly  was  therefore  perhaps  justified  in 
expressing  the  opinion,  in  their  answer  to  the  Grovemor's  speech  on 


Colony's  history  ^      ,,      ^ 

This  sentiment  was  generally  corroborated  by  the  local  press,  and 
echoed  in  one  of  the  best-informed  newaroapers  in  London,  which  pays 
spedal  attention  to  Colonial  subjects,  It  may  therefore  be  accepted 
as  an  accurate  description  of  the  year. 

3.  It  will  be  instructive  to  examine  how  so  heavy  a  pressure  bore 
upon  the  population  and  upon  the  general  interests  of  the  Island ; 
and  it  will  prove  no  less  satisfactory  than  at  first  sight  surprising, 
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Barbados,     that,   as  will  appear  from  the  following  statements,  the  revenue 

flourished ;  trade,  inwards  and  outwards,  excepting  only  the  export 

of  home  grown  sugar,  increased;  consumption  was  but  slightly 
checked;  crime  largely  decreased;  pauperism  was  scarcely  more 
apparent  than  usual ;  emigration  was  less  than  in  the  preceding  year 

and  the  general  health  of  the  Island  was  excellent     For  such 

results  the  Government  and  the  Legislature  may  well  feel  grateful. 
But  they  might  not  occur  on  a  future  occasion  of  similar  trial ;  and 
as  the  population  increases  the  danger  of  an  adverse  turn  of  afiFairs 
will  grow  and  swell  with  it,  which  it  behoves  the  Legislature  to  avert 
by  timely  measures,  the  necessity  of  which  becomes  yearly  more 
apparent  and  more  urgent. 

I.  Tam$,  ^. 

4.  There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  Customs  tarifl^,  or 
in  any  duty  or  tax  contriouting  to  the  public  revenue. 

IL  Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

5.  The  financial  results  of  the  year  were  in  every  respect  satis- 
factory. The  revenue  exceeded  that  of  1872  by  6,024Z.,  having 
advanced  from  117,652Z.  to  123,676Z.,  without  any  increase  of  tax- 
ation; the  expenditure  was  less  than  that  of  1872  by  3,2127.,  having 
been  in  the  respective  years  125,040/.  and  121,796?. ;  and  the  revenue 
exceeded  the  expenditure  by  1,880Z.  The  treasurers  balance  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  thus  increased  from  3,093Z.  at  the  beginning  to 
4,972?. 

6.  These  results,  considering  the  smallness  of  the  crop,  37,337  hhds., 
following  another  very  short  crop  of  39,167  hhds.,  and  the  extent  of 
"  individual  distress,"  and  "absence  of  individual  prosperity,"  avowed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  form  a  fit  subject  of  congratulation,  as  they 
show  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  is  healthy ;  that  the 
taxes  do  not  press  heavily,  either  by  their  amount  or  their  incidence ; 
that  in  a  bad  year  the  population  is  able  to  continue  its  consumption 
of  necessary  articles ;  that  the  unusual  distress  and  absence  of  pro- 
sperity spoken  of  was  correctiy  applied  to  individuals,  and  not  to  the 
mass  of  the  population ;  and  that  although  the  revenue  of  the^Colony 
must  to  some  extent  be  affected  by  such  an  unprosperous  state  of 
afiairs,  and  its  effects  must  be  felt  in  some  measure  by  the  population 
generally,  the  latter  is  not  seriously  affected,  and  the  revenue  is  but 
Ettle  diminished. 

7.  The  explanation  of  this  is  not  difficult  to  be  found.  Barbados 
contains  a  dense  population  (in  1873  probably  170,000),  of  whom 
all  but  five  per  cent  at  most,  if  employed  at  all,  are  working  at  a  low, 
if  not  a  minimum,  rate  of  wages,  which  scarcely  varies  in  a  good  or 
bad  year — and  who  find  almost  the  same  amount  of  employment  in 
a  bad  as  in  a  good  year,  because,  except  as  regards  reaping,  which 
occupies  but  a  few  weeks,  more  or  less,  the  planter  works  for  the 
future,  whether  his  present  crop  be  good  or  bad.  Another  reason  is 
that,  altiiough  the  proprietors  and  Ranters  depend  chiefly  upon  their 
sugar  crop,  the  lab<)unng  population  is  more  affected  by  the  character 
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of  the  root  and  grain  crops,  the  failure  of  which,  though  often  coin-  Babbados. 
cident  with  that  of  the  sugar  crop,  is  not  invariabljr  so.  A  third 
reason  is,  that  there  is  a  large  foreign  commerce  in  Bridgetown, 
ari^ng  from  its  favourable  position  as  an  entrepot  in  these  seas, 
which  is  in  no  wise  dependent  upon  the  character  of  the  seasons,  or 
the  condition  of  the  population  in  the  Island. 

8.  These  influences  are  illustrated  by  the  details  of  the  revenue 
and  trade  of  1873,  as  well  as  of  the  preceding  year,  and  they  are  put 
forward  in  explanation  of  the  buoyancy  of  the  revenue,  and  with  the 
yiew  of  showing  that  this  is  not  likely  to  fluctuate  much  below  the 
average  in  bad  years,  although  it  may,  and  is  likely  to,  rise  above  it  in 
years  of  prosperity. 

9.  The  revenue  of  the  Island  is  derived  from  four  main  branches, 
with  a  few  minor  branches,  and  considerable  miscellaneous  receipts. 
A  comparison  of  the  last  three  years,  in  the  first  of  which  the  crop  was 
large,  viz.  53,907  hhds.,  with  the  last  two,  in  which  it  was  only 
39,167  and  37,337  hhds.  respectively,  will  show  how  small  is  the 
effect  of  these  failures  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation and  upon  the  produce  of  the  revenue. 

10.  Thus,  with  an  unchanged  tariff  a  decrease  of  27  per  cent,  in 
the  crop  of  1872  caused  a  decrease  of  onlv  1  •  5  per  cent  in  the 
import  duties  ;  and  in  1873  a  decrease  of  30  per  cent,  in  the  crop, 
superadded  to  the  loss  of  1872,  caused  a  similar  decrease  of  only  3 
per  cent  The  tonnage  and  port  dues  in  1873  are  almost  equal  to 
those  of  1871,  and  higher  than  those  of  1872.  The  licences  have 
not  in  reality  fluctuated  much,  but  a  tax  on  stills  has  added  above 
1,500Z.  to  the  revenue  in  1872^  and  1873,  which  first  becomes  fully 
apf)arent  in  the  latter  year.  The  duW  on  rum  has  been  increased, 
mainly  through  better  supervision.  The  other  receipts  show  little 
fluctuation^  but  an  improvement  in  1873.  The  further  effects  of  the 
short  crop  on  revenue,  in  connection  with  the  import  duties,  will  be 
seen  in  tne  remarks  on  the  trade  of  the  past  year. 

11.  The  expenditure  of  1872  and  1873  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
•latter  year  of  3,244/.,  viz. : — 

1872-        .        -        .    125,040 
1873      -        .        .    -    121,796 

but  this,  on  closer  examination,  is  but  nominal,  having  been  caused  by 
a  withdrawal  of  7,176/.  from  the  General  Treasury  in  1872  on  account 
of  the  Public  Buildings  Fund,  which  was  then  closed :  so  that  there 
was  a  real  excess  of  3,932/.,  which  is'more  than  accounted  for  under 
the  head  of  Public  Works,  on  which  the  excess  in  1873  amounted  to 
4,744/.    The  principal  items  of  excess  in  1873  were  : — 

£ 

Drawbacks  and  refund  of  duty    -        .        -        .     1,298 
Grant  to  Leeward  New  £oad  Gommisidoners     -   -    1,000 

Hie  principal  items  of  decrease  were : — 

Molehead  Works 2,481 

Arrears  of  salary  to  Bishop  Parry  -        -        -    -     1,697 
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BABBAD08.  III.  Local  Bevenues. 

12.  There  was  an  advance  in  the  parochial  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  year,  and  an  increased  outlay  on  the  poor,  exclusive  of  the 
erection  of  almshouses  in  two  of  the  districts. 

The  revenue  is  derived  chiefly  from  taxes  on  land,  rents,  trade, 
and,  in  St  Michael's,  occupancy,  pew-rents,  a  few  rentals,  bequests 
and  donations ;  and  dog  licences. 

13.  The  expenditure  in  1873  was  distributed  over  the  following 
services : — 

£ 

Poor 9,767 

Education 1,222 

Ecclesiastical        ....  3,478 

Miscellaneous  ...        -    -  9,768 


Total        -    -    £24,236 

14.  The  expenditure  upon  the  poor  in  the  last  four  years  has 
been: — 

£ 

In  1870 7,141 

1871 7,658 

1872 8,467 

1873 9,767 

The  last  sum  includes  606Z.  spent  on  the  construction  of  two  alms- 
bouses.  The  expenditure  upon  education  shows  a  diminution  from 
1,7892.  to  1,222Z. ;  that  on  ecclesiastical  purposes,  an  increase  from 
2,782Z.  to  3,478Z. 

15.  The  operation  of  the  dog  tax  is  shown  more  distinctly  than 
in  the  Return  for  last  year.  It  has  yielded  throughout  the  Island 
1,0237.  08.  %d. ;  but  in  the  eight  parishes  in  which  a  comparison  can 
be  instituted  between  1872  and  1873,  there  has  been  a  failing  off  of 
nearly  one-half,  viz.  fix)m  414Z.  O^.  2d.  to  227Z.  18«.  8rf, 

16.  The  revenue  ndsed  by  the  Boad  Commissioners  exhibited  a 
slight  increase,  viz. : — 

£ 

In  1870 7,001 

1871 6,794 

1872 7,223 

1873 7,333 

17.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  all  kinds  of  animals 
and  of  carriages. 

18.  The  assessments  in  Bridgetown  and  St.  Michael's  exhibit  littie 
change,  but  no  retrogression,  in  the  value  of  rents  charged  during  the 
year,  as  compared^with  1872,  but  a  condderable  increase  in  the  value 
of  property  charged  on  account  of  occupancy,  which  may  have  arisen 
partly  from  some  changes  in  the  description  of  tenements  made 
chargeable.  There  has  been  a  decrease  to  the  extent  of  2 '  7  per  cent, 
in  the  profits  of  trade,  which  have,  according  to  the  assessment  (of 
necessarilv  doubtful  accuracy),  fallen  from  180,480i.  in  1872  to 
175,520Z;iul873. 
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19.  The  total  parochial  taxation  has  increased  annually  in  each  of     Bamadob. 
the  last  two  years,  and  was  8 '6  per  cent  hiji^her  in  1873  than  in 

1871,  viz.:— 

1871 29,059 

1872 30,440 

1873 31,569 

It  bears  about  the  same  proportion*as  in  1872,  of  26  per  cent,  to 
the  corresponding  gross  revenue  of  the  Colony. 

20.  The  gross  amount  of  general  taxation  was  155,2451.,  which,  in 
proportion  to  the  area  of  the  Island,  amounts  to  11,  ds.  Id.  per  acre, 
D^ng  an  increase  of  1$,  3d.  over  that  of  last  year ;  and  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  estimated  hereafter  at  170,000,  amounts  to  178. 6^. 
per  head.  Last  year  the  calculation,  being  founded  on  the  population 
according  to  the  census  of  A])ril,  1871,  was  stated  to  be  l&r.  4^.  per 
head.    The  later  calculation  is  more  accurate. 

lY.PublieDebt 

21.  No  general  debt 

V.  Military  Expenditure. 

22.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  last  year,  attri- 
butable mainly  to  the  increase  under  the  head  of  ^*  Provisions,  Forage, 
'*  Fuel  and  Light,  Transport,  &c"  The  regimental  pay  is  diminished 
by  nearly  1,000Z. 

£  Average. 

In  1869 90,887] 

1870 77,258 

1871 81,136 

1872 54,658 

1873 55,1601 

VI.  Militia. 

23.  This  force  has  ceased  to  exist  since  the  11th  January,  1869. 
The  Act  of  23rd  May,  1866,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  raise  and  organize 
"a  ^Glitia  Force  in  this  Island,"  was  repealed  by  Act  No.  1,  of  the 
24th  December,  1868,  which,  however,  did  not  repeal  an  earlier  Act 
of  13th  August,  1839,  entitled  "An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend 
**  the  several  Acts  relating  to  the  Militia  of  this  Island,  and  to  provide 
"for  the  better  Organization  of  the  same." 

VIi:  Public  Works. 

24.  The  expenditure  under  this  head  amounted  in  1872  to  33,940/., 
of  which  23,021Z.  was  chargeable  against  the  general  revenue,  and 
10,9197.  agmnst  the  Public  Buildings  Fund,  having  been  expended 
under  the  Act  of  1868  upon  the  erection  of  the  New  Public  Build- 
ings. From  September,  1872,  the  separate  receipts  on  account  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Fund  have  been  merged  in  the  general  revenue, 
•pie  expenditure  of  1873  has  been  28,943/.,  viz. : — 


83,094/. 
54,909/. 
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BATOAPoit        j^  Works  earned  on  by  the  Molehead  Board,  consisting  of: — 

£ 

1.  Expenses  of  dredging          -  -  1,836 

2.  Purchase  of  steamtug,  balance  -  905 

3.  Repairs  to  Molehead  -        -  -  599 

4.  Other  payments     -        -        -  -  1,112 


5.  Wharf  walls  of  Inner  Basm    -    -  4,886 

6.  Excavation  of            „                 -  3,300 

7.  Improvement  of  NortJbem  Wharf  2,366 

8.  „         ^of  Southern       „  2,548 

9.  Cost  of  crane     *        -        -        -  510 


4,452 


13,610 
£18,062 


II.  Other  Public  Works  :— 

1.  New  Lighthouse  on  East  Coast  -  358 

2.  New  Lunatic  Asylum      -  -    -  312 

3.  Petroleum  warehouie  -        •  -  317 

III.  Roads,  grants  to 

1.  Commissioners       -        -  -    -  4,450 

2.  „            of  city  roads  -  1,000 


987 


5,450 


IV.  Public  Buildings 4,444 

Total         -        .     £28,943 

VIIL  Legidaium. 

25.  The  Acts  passed  during  the  year  were  not  of  much  political  or 
sodal  importance,  with  the  exception  of  one  relating  to  emigration ; 
but  two  important  Acts  incorporating  companies  for  constructing  a 
railway  across  the  Island,  and  for  erecting  gas  works  in  Bridgetown, 
were  passed.  The  first  of  these  is  of  local  origin,  and  under  local 
direction.  The  latter  originated  with  a  company  formed  m  London. 
The  following  list  contains  all  those  Acts  which  indicate  the  current 
of  Legislation  during  the  year : — 

Session  of  1872-3,  Acts  Nos.  23  to  38. 
„      of  1873-4,         „         lto21. 

No.  24.  For  continuing  in  force  the  Board  of  Molehead  Com- 
missioners until  the  6th  April,  1876. 

This  .prolongs  the  existence  of  a  system  which  excludes  the  Governor 
from  the  inception,  and  a  control  over  the  expenditure,  of  almost  sJl 
branches  of  public  works. 

Nob.  4  and  19.  Acts  for  renewing  the  present  temporary  and 
unsatisfactory  arrangement  for  the  superintendence  of  public  works. 

Nos.  26,  3,  and  13.  Acts  for  furoviding  increased  accommodation 
and  other  improvements,  also  a  salary  for  a  resident  surgeon,  in  the 
General  Hospital. 
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No*  31  grants  25,000^.,  for  the  erection  of  anew  Lunatic  Asylum,     BiM4»*fc 
to  contain  250  patients. 

Unfortunately  the  sum  has  been  found  insufficient  to  provide  for  so 
large  a  number  of  patients  on  the  plans  submitted  to  the  Legislature, 
which  has  not  since  decided  whether  it  will  increase  the  grant,  or 
diminidi  the  accommodation,  or  make  some  material  change  in  the 
character  of  the  plans. 

No.  32,  for  making  provision  for  the  better  ordering  and  manage- 
ment of  almshouses. 

No.  35,  for  authorising  the  Consolidated  Board  to  provide  for  the 
employment,  amusement,  and  instruction  of  the  lunatics  and  lepers  in 
the  Lunatic  Asylum  and  Lazaretto  of  this  Island. 

This  Act  originated  in  recommendations  of  the  late  lamented  super- 
intendent of  these  Institutions,  Dr.  F.  Browne,  which  were  founded  on 
suggestions  made  in  the  Beport  of  Dr.  Gavin  Milroy. 

IN  a  27,  for  amending  an  Act  providing  exhibitions  at  the  Codrington 
College  Grammar  SchooL 

No.  9,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  youth  of  this  Island  in  their 
educational  studies,  by  granting  an  exhibition  of  1001.  a  year  for  three 
years  in  aid  of  all  successful  competitors  for  the  Gilchrist  Scholarship. 

No.  11,  for  guaranteeing  the  salaries  of  two  additional  masters  for 
Harrison's  School,  henceforth  to  be  called  Harrison's  College. 

No.  34,  for  amending  the  laws  relating  to  emigration  from  this 
Island. 

This  Act  appoints  an  officer  as  superintendent  of  emigration,  and 
requires  the  Governor  in  council  to  make  rules  for  regulating 
emigration.  Its  object  is  to  stop  crimping,  and  all  unlawful  or  baneful 
agencies ;  to  supply  information  and  assistance  to  persons  wishing  to 
emigrate ;  to  superintend  the  provision,  engagement,  and  shipment  of 
emigrants,  and  to  keep  the  Government  informed  of  the  number  and 
description  of  emigrants  leaving  and  returning  to  the  Colony.  Its 
operation  hitherto  has  been  very  beneficial. 

No.  12,  for  making  provision  for  Bank  holidays,  corresponding  to 
the  recent  English  Act. 

No.  13,  for  mcorporating  the  Barbados  Bailway  Company. 

This  Act  incorporates  a  body  of  resident  gentlemen  as  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  working  railways  within  this 
Island.  It  guarantees  6  per  cent,  interest  for,  20  years  on  the  amount 
spent  in  construction,  to  the  extent  of  100,000Z.  The  scheme  of  the 
company  is  to  run  a  line  from  Bridgetown  through  the  centre  of  the 
Island  to  its  windward  side,  and  thence  northward,  near  the  shore, 
mto  the  district  called  Scotland,  about  21^  miles.  K  this  should 
succeed,  it  is  intended  to  continue  the  line  to  the  northward  into  St. 
Lucy,  then  westward  across  that  parish  to  Speight's  Town,  and  back  to 
Bridgetown.  The  extent  of  this  addition  would  probably  be  23  miles. 
The  survey,  plans,  and  estimates  of  the  line  into  Scotland  have  been 
completed,  and  the  directors  are  in  correspondence  respecting  the 
raising  of  the  necessary  funds.  They  are  empowered  to  raise 
100,OOOZ.  in  5Z.  shares. 

No.  6,  for  incorporating  a  jcwnt  stock  company,  with  limited  liability, 
for  the  purpose  of^  making  gas-works  for  the  city  of  Bridgetown  and 
its  suburbs. 
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This  Act  gires  all  necessary  powers  to  the*  companjr  required  for 
construction  and  self-goyemment,  with  an  exclusive  nght  of  laying 
down  ras-works  in  Bridgetown  for  15  years ;  and  it  fixes  a  maximum 
price  for  the  gas  to  ^  supplied.  The  capital  of  this  company 
IS  also  fixed  at  100,OOOZ.  in  5/.  shares. 

No.  28,  for  printing  a  new  edition  of  all  the  Acts  of  this  Island,  to 
be  prepared  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General. 

No.  8,  for  consolidating  the  Acts  relating  to  the  sayings  bank  of  this 
Island,  which  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  Consolidation  Acts,  since  com- 
pleted, intended  for  insertion  in  the  above  new  edition  of  the  Acts. 

IX.  Politieal  Franchise ;   Couneils  amd  Assembly. 

26.  Two  members  of  the  Councils,  Messrs.  S.  Baird  and  Wm. 
Haynes,  resigned  their  seats  upon  quitting  the  Colony  permanently 
for  England.  The  annual  election  of  the  House  of  Assembly  took 
place  on  the  7th  May.  Two  seats  were  contested.  In  one  the  old 
member  was  re-elected ;  in  the  other  a  change  took  place. 

X.  BaptismSf  MarriageSy  and  Burials. 

27.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  population  was  eminentiy  satis- 
fiactory  during  the  year,  as  the  following  statements  will  show ;  and  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  baptisms,  as  compared  with  four  out  of 
the  five  preceding  years,  is  not  a  subject  for  regret  in  an  island  which 
is  already  overpopulated. 

Baptisms. 

Avsrage. 

1868  -       -        -    6,563) 

1869  -        -    -    6,359  1 6,530 

1870  -        -        -    6,667  j 

1871  -        -   -    7,095  J 

1872  -        -        -    6,683  I  6,733 

1873  -        -   -    6,540  J 


6,651 


1868 
1869  - 
1870 
1871  - 
1872 
1873- 


•1868    - 
1869 
1870    - 
1871 
1872    - 
1873 


Marriages. 

'    637 

-  -    603 

-  620 

-  -    757 

-  656 

-  -    623 

BwrioHt. 


Avenge. 
620 


679 


649 


3,924 

3,852 

3,445 

3,858) 

4,330 

3,316 


Average. 


3,740 


3,835 , 


3,787 


28.  The  number  of  baptisms,  which  had  decreased  by  5  -8  percent 
in  1872,  decreased  further  by  4'0  per  cent  in  1873,  making  nearly 
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10  per  cent  in  the  two  years.  The  number  in  1873  was  less  than  in  Bamabos. 
any  of  the  six  years  except  1869.  This  may  still  be  attributed  in 
some  deffree  to  the  effects  of  emigration  in  the  present  and  past  years, 
which  wul  be.  shown  under  anower  head.  That  it  was  not  the  con- 
sequence of  the  usual  check  to  increase,  viz.  disease  and  mortality,  the 
usual  results  of  impoTerishment^is  proved  by  the  facts  that  the  burials 
were  23*4  per  cent,  less  Uian  in  the  preceding  year,  and  that  the 
proportion  of  the  annual  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  which  averages 
43  per  cent,  amounted  last  year  to  49  per  cent.  It  is  possible  that 
the  rather  lai^  mortality  of  1872  had  some  influence  upon  the  birth 
rate  of  1873. 

29.  A  comparison  of  the  two  triennial  averages  of  baptisms  and 
burials  shows  that  the  former  are  increasing  at  the  rate  of  243  a  year, 
while  the  latter  are  increasing  at  the  rate  only  of  93  a  year.  The 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  which  averaged  in  the  first  period  2,790, 
averaged  in  the  latter  2,938. 

30.  This  rate  of  progress  would  have  brought  the  ^ross  population 
up  to  170,000  at  the  close  of  1873,  subject  to  deductions  on  account 
of  emigration. 

31.  The  extent  to  which  this  is  likely  to  have  influenced  the  birth 
rate  is  shown  more  clearly  by  an  examination  of  the  increase  and 
decrease  in  the  several  parishes.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  1873, 
compared  with  the  average  of  1870-72,  varying  from  4*5  to  5*5  per 
cent  in  the  four  parishes  of  St.  Michael,  which  includes  Bridgetown, 
St.  Greorge,'^St  John,  and  St  James.  While  in  the  other  seven 
parishes,  where  the  pressure  of  the  recent  dry  years  and  the  conse- 
quent emigration  liave  been  the  greatest,  there  has  been  a  decrease, 
varying  from  6*2  to  23*0  per  cent 

82.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  baptisms  of  persons  bom  in 
years  previous  to  the  current  and  preceding  ones  was  still  decreasing. 

In  1870  -        -        -        -  3-6  per  cent 

„  1871        -        -        -    -  3-2        „ 

,,1872  -        -        -        -  2-8       „ 

,,1873        ....  2-4       „ 

but  the  proportion  of  those  bom  in  the  preceding  year  was  in  excess 
of  1871  or  1872.    An  average  of  the  four  years  may  now  be  given : 


Baptisms  of  Persons. 


Average  of 
1870-73. 


In  current  year      -        -  -  -  72*6 

„  jn^ceding  year       -  -  -   -  24*4 

„  other  years        -        -  -  -  3*0 

Total  .  -  100-0 


33.  The  record  of  marriages  fluctuates  too  much  to  present  any 
safe  inference,  beyond  the  &ct  that  the  large  increase  which  took 
place  in  1871-72  was  not  maintained  in  1873.  It  is  possible  that 
the  aggregate  of  those  years  was  increased  by  many  couples  intending 
to  emgrate,  who  had  either  been  cohabiting  previously,  or  desired  to 
marry  before  leaving  tiie  Island. 

34.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  burials  in  1873  varied  gready 
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in  the  several  parishes.  In  the  whole  Island  it  was  23*4  per  cent. ; 
in  Bridgetown  and  St  Michael^  18 '6;  in  the  -rest  of  the  Island, 
29 *  1 :  varying  from  an  actual  increase  of  2 '4  per  oent  in  St.  Joseph 
to  a  decrease  of  46  '4,  or  nearly  one  half,  in  St.  Lucy. 

35.  The  decrease  in  the  mortality  at  the  earlier  ages  durinff  the 
past  year  is  very  marked,  not  only  as  compared  with  1872,  which, 
through  the  large  and  unexplained  increase  in  the  aggregate  mortality, 
may  have  been  subject  to  some  particular  influences,  but  as  compared 
with,  the  average  of  the  three  years  1870-72,  as  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table — a  glance  at  which  will  manifest  the  approach  to  a  natural 
rate  of  mortality  in  the  past  year  : — 


F^itMitage  of  MortaUtj  at  eadi  Age. 

Aretrngeof 
1870-72. 

1873. 

Dilferenoe. 

incm-e. 

DocraMe. 

Under  1  year 

Prom  1  to    6  years  -       -       - 
„    5  „   10     „         ... 

•'  J2  "  JS  '»  "    •     " 

»  15  „   20     ^         •       -   • 

"  22  "  ?S    »    •      "      " 

„  80   „   ^     „          .        .    , 
»»  JO  „   60     „     .        -       - 

"  :S? "  Zn  "  "    "    ' 

,.  70   „   80     „          -        -   - 

"S2  's^  ».  •    •    - 

Above  100 

Not  stated 

StUl-boni  ) 

341 
20-6 
8.5 
1-9 
2-9 
6-7 
4-9 
4-4 
4-0 
5-2 
58 
8-6 
1-4 

1-6 

80- 

17-2 
2-9 
2-4 
3-5 
7-4 
6-2 
4-7 
5-4 
6-9 
6- 
4-8 
2-1 

1-5 

•5 

•6 

•7 

1-3 

vl 

•7 

•7 

1-2 

•7 

41 

8-4 

•6 

Total       . 

1000 

100-0 

-— 

— • 

»  36.  The  irregularity  noticed  in  the  last  Eeport  with  regard  to  the 
excess  of  mortality  in  the  rural  parishes  among  children  under  5,  and 
in  the  city  parish  among  persons  between  10  and  60,  is  again  observ- 
able in  the  past  year,  as  m  each  of  the  two  preceding : — 


From  Birth  to  5  Teara. 

From  10  to  60  Years. 

Town. 

Country. 

Town. 

Country. 

1870  -        -        .        - 

1871  ...   - 

1872  -        -        .        - 

1873  ...   - 

62-4 
47-9 
52-5 
44-1 

62-9 
68-5 
68-3 
49-9 

81-3 
29-9 
811 
36-5 

210 
19-4 
22-9 
24-5 

37.  The  proportion  of  males  to  females -baptised  in  the  two  years 
1872-78  is  idmost  identical  :— 


Males  - 
Females 


.    6,613 
-    6,610 


Total     . 


13,223 
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Tlie  proportion  of  males  to  females  buried  in  the  two  years,  exclud- 
ing 44:  whose  sex  was  doubtful,  shows  a  slight  excess  of  males. 

Males  -        .        .        -        -    8,820 
Females 3,782 


BABaAIK)fi. 


Total 


•    7,602 


XI.  Emiffratton. 

38.  The  first  annual  Beport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Emigration^ 
app<Hnted  under  the  Act  passed  in  February  of  this  year  to  amend 
tne  laws  relating  to  emigration  from  Barbados,  affords  some  useful  and 
interesting  information. 

39.  The  Emigration  Office  was  opened  on  March  10.  The  leading 
objects  of  the  Act  were  to  prevent  injustice  and  hardship  to  the 
labouring  classes  by  interested  parties  holding  out  to  them  fidse 
inducements  to  emigrate ;  to  furnish  information  to  persons  desirous 
of  emigrating ;  and  to  secure,  bjr  a  careful  registration,  an  accurate 
knowl^ge  of  the  progress  and  direction  of  the  emigration  from  the 
Island.  In  all  these  respects  the  Act  has  operated  well.  Crimping 
has  been  to  all  appearance  put  down.  The  I  Emigration  Office 'is 
freely  rescHled  to.  The  Superintendent  assists  in  various  ways 
numbers  who  come  to  him  for  information  or  adrice,  and  he  prepares 
and  publishes  monthly  a  return  of  tiie  extent  and  direction  of  the 
emigration. 

40.  His  operations  are  thus  described : — 

*^  Emigrants  offering  voluntarily  are  submitted  to  searching  ques- 
tions ;  and  by  these  means  many  runaways  have  been  detected  and 
restored  to  their  parents ;  one  or  two  attempts  nearly  related  to  child 
stealing  have  been  defeated ;  and  the  business  of  recruiters,  if  not 
absolutely  destroyed,  has  been  materially  circumscribed  and  checked. 
The  office  gives  information  to  emigrants  concerning  all  tiie  circum- 
stances of  the  Colonies  to  which  they  are  going.  It  controls  agents 
appointed  to  procure  labourers  for  proprietors  in  other  Colonies, 
having  a  special  reference  to  a  due  proportion  of  female  emigrants  ; 
and  it  carries  out  an  arrangement  established  with  the  Governments 
of  Demerara  and  Trinidad,  by  which  the  female  relatives  and  children 
of  settiers  in  those  Colonies  are  forwarded  to  them.  Vessels  taking 
emigrants  are  ascertained  to  be  seaworthy,  and  are  inspected  as  to 
tiie  extent  and  character  of  their  cargoes,  and  steps  are  taken  to 
secure  as  far  as  possible  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  emigrants." 
Detailed  lists  showing  the  description  and  relationship  of  tne  emi* 
grants  are  sent  to  the  Immigration  Agent  of  the  Colony  to  which 
thev  proceed. 

41.  The  following  is  the  number  of  emigrants  from  the  opening  of 
the  office  to  the  end  of  the  year : — 


DMtiiuaion. 


Demerara - 
Nevis    - 
Surinam   - 
Niokeria 
Trimdad  - 


Total 


1,960 
2 
5 

"20 


1,987 


838 

1 

4 


843 


TMal. 


2,793 

2 

10 

1 

24 


2,880 
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Babbadob.         Thus  Demerara  absorbed  almost  the  whole  number.   The  proportion 
•       of  males  exceeded  the  double  of  females. 
42.  They  were  dassified  as  follows : — 


Barbadians — 

Agrioultuial  labourers  (adults)  - 

Ditto  from  8  to  14 

Other  labourers  (adults)  - 

Ditto  14  years  and  under 
Personators  -        -        -        - 
Strangers  -       -       -        - 


Total 


Males. 

Femalei. 

Total 

955 

277 

1.232 

29 

8 

37 

689 

299 

988 

235 

258 

488 

16 

1 

17 

68 

5 

68 

1,987 

843 

2,830 

By  "  personators  "  are  meant  persons  who  have  embarked  surrep- 
titiously, in  the  place  of  persons  who  have  passed  the  office,  and  been 
duly  registered.  ^'  Strangers ''  are  persons,  not  natives  of  Barbados, 
who  have  passed  through  the  Islana  on  their  way  to  Demerara,  or 
who,  having  come  here  to  find  work,  have  fidled,  and  quitted  for  the 
larger  Colony.  The  proportion  of  agricultural  labourers  is  nominally 
44  per  cent,  but  it  was  probablv  less  in  reality,  as  at  first  many  pro- 
fessed themselves  to  belong  to  that  class  in  order  to  obtain  the  free 
passage  j^iven  by  the  Government  of  Demerara. 

43.  Tneir  social  condition  is  shown  in  the  following  statements : — 
33  husbands  were  taking  their  wives,  223  husbands  were  leaving  their 
wives,  4  husbands  were  following  their  wives ;  8  wives  were  leaving 
their  husbands ;  64  wives  were  following  their  husbands ;  114  reputed 
husbands  taking  their  reputed  wives ;  30  reputed  husbands  leaving 
their  reputed  wives;  8  reputed  wives  went,  leaving  their  reputed 
husbands ;  24  reputed  wives  went,  following  their  reputed  husbands ; 
17  widowers,  30  widows,  and  a  few  husbands  and  a  few  wives  went 
whose  mates  were  not  accounted  for.  The  rest  were  unmarried  men 
and  women,  and  children. 

44.  From  the  following  Table  of  the  emigration  from  each  parish, 
it  may  be  gathered  that  it  was  proportionately  greater  from  most  of 
the  rural  parishes  than  from  Bridgetown  and  tne  suburbs,  and  Uiat 
it  was  greatest  from  St  Peter  and  St.  Lucy.     In  the  latter  the 

1)resence  of  repeated  droughts  had  weighed  most  heavily  upon  the 
abouring  classes  and  their  employers :  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
facility  of  getting  to  Bridgetown,  the  port  of  embarkation,  from  St 
Peters  pansh,  which  adjoins  it  and  snared  its  hardships,  and  the 

freater  familiarity  of  its  maritime  population  with  the  sea,  may  have 
ad  some  influence  in  swelling  the  emigration  from  that  locality. 

45.  During  the  year  the  appointment  of  six  special  agents  to 
collect  emigrants  for  proprietors  in  other  Colonies  was  sanctioned, 
viz. :  for  Surinam,' NicKerie,  Trinidad,  Grenada,  St  Vincent,  and  St 
Lucia,  but,  as  has  been  shown,  their  efibrts  met  with  little  success. 
The  agenci^  for  Surinam  and  Nickerie  had  lon^  been  in  operation ; 
the  rules  established  by  the  Dutch  Government  for  the  protection  of 
emigrants  in  those  Colonies  are  satisfactory  ;  the.  flow  m  that  direc^ 
tion  had  received  a  check,  and  it  was  not  judged  necessary  to  stop 
this  foreign  agency  ;  but  applications  for  a  similar  appointment  from 
St  Croix  and  Porto  Rico  were  refused. 
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ExiOBATiON  from  each  Parish,  classed  according  to  the  proportion  which  it  bore  to      BAitiiADO0. 
the  Population  entunerated  in  1871.  — — 


St.  Peter    - 

Ghzist  Ohnroh    • 
St  Thomas     - 
St  Andrew 
St  Joseph 
St  Philip  • 
St.  Michael    - 
St  John-   - 
St  George     - 
St  James  - 


Parishes  not  reoortled     - 
Peraonators  and  strangers  • 


Total 


Males. 


225 

156 

255 

164 

109 

95 

159 

441 

85 

93 

61 


1,843 
65 
79 


1,987 


Femalef. 


116 
79 

116 
40 
36 
27 
88 

239 
30 
22 
12 


805 

32 

6 


843 


ToUl. 


341 
235 
871 
204 
145 
122 
247 
680 
115 
115 
78 


2,648 
97 
85 


2,830 


Proportion  to 
Population. 


percent. 
5-9 
4-8 
»8 
3-8 
3-6 
2-9 
2-6 
2-4 
2-2 
1-5 
1-5 


46.  Another  good  effect  of  the  appointmeDt  of  an  Emigration 
Agent  has  been  to  call  attention  to  the  large  number  of  persons 
either  returning  to  Barbados  or  immigrating  into  it  Tho  following 
is  a  return  of  those  persons  for  the  same  period  as  that  of  emigrants. 
It  shows  a  large  number  from  all  places,  and  62  per  cent  returning 
from  Demerara.  With  regard  to  the  others  they  are  supposed  to  be 
nearly  all  speculators,  making  several  voyages  in  the  course  of  the 
year ;  and  probably  a  fourth  of  these  coming  from  Demerara  and 
Trinidad  belong  to  the  same  class. 

From  Demerara  -        .        -        -        -    1,729 

„     Trinidad 372 

„     Doubtful  (by  R.  M.  Steamers)     -        -       184 
„     Other  places  -        -        -        --       616 


Total      - 


2,901 


47.  The  agent  concludes  his  Beport  with  the  following  observa- 
tions upon  the  effects  of  emigration  on  the  supply  of  labour,  which 
ought  to  remove  all  objections  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to  such 
an  efflux  of  the  labouring  classes  as  will  prevent  over-population, 
while  it  leaves  an  ample  margin  in  the  supply  of  labour  : — **  With 
"  r^;ard  to  the  important  question  of  the  effect  of  emigration,  past 
^  and  future,  upon  the  supply  of  labour,  the  following  considerations 
"  ^ill  not  be  without  interest.  The  Report  of  the  Council  of  the 
*'  Agricultural  Society  for  1873  contains  this  passage :  ^  As  3  general 
**  *  rule  the  market  for  labour  has  been  fairly  supplied,  and  the 
"  *  deficiency  has  only  been  felt  in  certain  districts.  In  St  Andrew's 
**  *  and  St  Lucy's  parishes,  where  the  dry  seasons  have  pressed 
^^  *  heaviest  and  emigration  has  been  most  rife,  skilled  labour  for 
^  *  cutting  canes  and  such  other  work,  done  chiefly  by  men,  has  been 
**  *  deficient ;  but  nowhere  has  estate  work  been  brought  to  a  stand- 
"  *  still,  or  materially  retarded,  the  want  having  been  supplied  by 
t*  •  women  and  children.'  " 
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BABBAPQg.  "  Some  planters  tell  me  there  is  a  pinch  here  and  there ;  but  the 
majoritv  declare  that  there  is  abundance ;  and  some  say  there  is 
labour  m  excess.  I  cannot  at  present  advance  a  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory number  of  facts ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  outstanding 
general  facts  that  will  aid  in  the  solution  of  the  question.  (1)  The 
average  number  of  working  days  on  an  estate  is  five  in  a  week.  This 
causes  a  loss  to  every  agricultural  labourer  ()f  one-sixth  of  his  time, 
and  amounts  in  a  year  to  two  months';  expressed  in  labour  power, 
it  shows  .that  five-sixths  of  those  employed  can  do  the  work.  (2)  In 
many  parts  of  the  country  there  are  every  year  two  months  in  which 
there  is  little  or  no  work  to  be  done,  and  the  labourers  are  thrown 
on  their  own  resources.  Some  find  employment  on  the  more  elevated 
estates,  on  which  the  crops  are  later,  and  others  find  their  way  to 
town  to  pick  up  stray  jobs.  For  the  ar^ment,  let  half  find  employ- 
ment. Express  this  in  time,  and  change  the  figures  accordingly  to 
one  mouth.  This  gives  one-twelfth  of  the  time  of  the  labourers  lost. 
There  are  thus  one-sixth  and  one-twelfth,  that  is  one-fourth  of  a  year 
lost  to  every  labourer  ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  three-fourths  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  can  do  the  work.  Taking  and  rounding  the 
figures  of  the  census  of  1871,  there  were  42,000  agricultural  labourers. 
By  the  argument  31,500  can  do  the  work  on  paper,  and  will  do  it  in 
the  fields,  as  soon  as  cheap  and  rapid  locomotion  is  made  available. 
By  another  calculation,  taking  the  average  cost  of  making  a  hogshead 
of  sugar,  and  expressing  the  cost  in  terms  of  labour,  I  find  that  the 
whole  expenditure  in  planting,  reaping,  and  manufacturing  a  hogs- 
head of  sugar  is  very  nearly  half  a  man.  Hence,  taking  the  desirable 
crop  of  60,000  hogsheads,  30,000  labourers  are  sufficient  to  produce 
-^them.  These  figures  may  be  wide  of  the  mark,  and  I  venture  to  use 
them  only  with  the  repeated  caution,  that  I  am  not  in  possession  of  a 
sufficiency  of  data  for  an  accurate  calculation.  If,  however,  they 
approximate  to  the  truth,  the  planters  of  Barbados  have  little  grounds 
for  immediate  apprehension,  even  if  the  anticipated  diminution  of 
the  Coolie  arrivals  in  Demerara  should  increase  the  demand  for 
Barbadians." 

XII.  Education. 

48.  The  schools  for  the  poor,  aided  by  the  Government,  continued 
through  the  year  to  work  on  the  plan  introduced  into  the  primary 
schools  in  1866,  of  payment  by  results.  Of  primary  schools  there 
were  79,  and  of  infant  schools  67 :  total,  146.  The  number  of  infant 
schools  has  slightly  increased,  but  of  primary  schools  the  number 
appears  to  be  adequate  for  the  children  likely  to  present  themselves 
under  a  system  of  free  attendance. 

49.  The  second  complete  circuit  of  examinations  of  infant  schools, 
made  since  that  description  of  schools  has  been  in  the  receipt  of  grants 
proportioned  to  the  success  of  the  teaching,  was  reported  on  during 
the  year,  and  exhibited  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  progress;  for 
grants  amounting  to  $394  arose  out  of  the  second  series  of  examina- 
tions, against  $267  in  the  first,  the  standards  and  premiums  remaining 
the  same, — an  improvement,  that  is  to  say,  of  47  per  cent  The 
interval  between  tne  two  circuits  was  a  little  under  three  years. 
Besides  grants  for  the  results  of  the  teaching,  there  are  fixed  allow- 
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ances,  and  capitation  grants,   and  allowances  also  for  books  and     Bausados. 
furniture. 

50.  The  Dames  on  the  registers  of  the  infant  schools  are  about 
5^500,  and  on  those  of  the  primary  schools  nearly  8,000,  in  all 
13,5{K) ;  but  the  average  attendance  does  not  exceed  8,500  in  the 
two  descriptions  of  schools  taken  together. 

51.  The  Government  expenditure  on  these  schools  for  the  year  was 
about  4,OO0Z. ;  the  fees  paid  bjr  the  children  reached  1,150Z.  Vestry 
grants  are  the  only  remaining  items  of  income  of  any  importance,  and 
they  may  be  estimated  at  5007.,  making  an  expenditure  of  5,6507.  for 
13,500  children,  or  8s.  4d,  per  child,  of  wbioi  the  Island  Treasury 
contribution  is  6^.  One  reason  why  respectable  results  may  be 
obtained  here  at  a  comparatively  low  cost  is  that,  the  country  being 
over  populated,  labour  of  all  kinds  is  cheap,  and  many  of  the  teachers 
live  on  small  salaries,  there  being  no  more  remunerative  market  for 
their  labour. 

52.  Secondary  education,  which  of  late  years  had  been  badly 
provided  for,  made  great  process  in  the  year  1873,  the  liberality 
of  the  Legislature  in  endowmg  exhibitions  to  the  "  Lodge,"  a 
Grammar  School  in  one  of  the  country  parishes,  chiefly  for  boarders, 
and  to  "  Harrison's,"  a  Grammar  School  for  only  non-resident  pupils, 
in  Bridgetown,  having  raised  the  number  at  the  former  to  some  sixty, 
and  at  the  latter  beyond  a  hundred.  As  a  result  of  late  changes, 
not  only  are  the  lads  thus  enumerated  being  educated  in  the  best 
manner,  but  a  stimulus  has  been  communicated  to  the  preparatioo^f 
their  younger  brothers  and  others,  with  a  view  to  their  competing  for 
exhibitions  in  time  to  come,  which  cannot  but  conduce  largely  to  the 
intellectual  culture  of  the  community. 

53.  The  West  Indian  Gilchrist  Scholarship  for  1873  was  awarded 
to  Barbados,  after  she  had  been  twice  beaten  in  the  competition  by 
Trinidad  and  Demerara  respectively.  The  successful  candidate  had 
been  two  years  in  residence  at  Codrington  College  as  an  Island 
scholar,  his  earlier  studies  havmg  been  pursued  in  his  own  home.  The 
Legislature  has  passed,  an  Act  granting  1007.  a  year  for  three  years 
to  ^1  successful  candidates  for  the  Scholarship  from  this  Island. 


XIII.  Oaols  and  Crimes. 

64.  The  foUowing  particulars,  taken  mainly  from  the  Beport  of  the 
chaplain  of  prisons,  exhibit  very  satisfactmy  results  for  the  jmstyear. 
There  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  committals,  as 
eoppared  with  the  preceding  year: — 


Males. 


1S72.  1873. 


Committed  at  Town  Hall     -  -        -  1,618  1,315 

District  C.          .  -    -  145  85 

Total  -        -  1J63  1^ 
k2 
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Females. 


1872.  1878. 


Committed  at  Glendiary 
„         District  A. - 

-  702 

-  720 

635 

678 

Total       - 

.    1,422 

1,213 

Jiivmilea. 

Committed  at  District  B.          •        - 

-       305 

196 

Total  of  Committals 

-   3,490 

2,809 

Showing  a  decrease  of  681,  or  19  •  5  per  cent,  in  favour  of  1873. 

55.  This  decrease  was  distributed  among  the  above  three  classes 
in  the  following  proportions : — 

Males     -        -        -        -    363     =    207  per  cent. 
Females     -        -        -    -    209     =     14-7 
Juveniles         -        -        -    109     =     35  6 


9f 


Total    .        -681  19-5 


56.  There  has  also  been  a  decrease  from  77  to  68  cases,  equal 
to  11  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  criminals  sentenced  for  higher 
o£Fences  at  the  Court  of  Grand  Sessions. 

57.  Upon  the  subject  of  this  decrease  the  chaplain  writes : — **  To 
*^  what  this  decrease,  both  in  the  total  number  of  committals  «s  well 
**  as  in  the  number  sentenced  for  higher  offences,  is  to  be  attributed, 
"  I  am  at  loss  to  state  positively,  rrobably  it  may  be  traced  to  two 
''  causes :  First,  to  the  more  efficient  manner  in  which  the  prison 
'^'  discipline,  is  maintiuned,  the  visiting  Justices  as  a  rule  now  awwling 
*^  commensurate  punishment  for  each  breach  of  prison  discipline. 
*'  This  was  not  the  case  some  time  ago,  and  was  a  matter  of  r^et 
^'  with  me ;  for  I  consider  the  punishment  the  most  unmerciful  which 
<<  by  its  mistaken  lenity  tempts  to  another  commission  of,  perhaps,  the 
<<  very  same  offence,  when  proper  punishment  in  the  first  instance 
"  would  have  prevented  it  Secondly,  to  emigration  having  been  put 
^'  on  a  proper  footing  by  recent  l^^lative  enactment  I  have  been 
*^  led  to  this  conjecture  from  finding  there  has  been  no  decrease  in 
*^  the  number  of  persons  committed  for  the  first  time  ^there  has  been 
^*  rather  an  increase  amongst  this  class),  but  that  liie  decrease  is 
^'  wholly  amongst  the  class  of  persons  accustomed  to  be  recommitted. 
"  Of  the  3,490  committed  in  1872,  1,461,  or  42  per  cent,  were  re- 
''  committals ;  whilst  of  the  2,809  committed  in  1873  only  800,  or 
^'  29  per  cent,  were  recommittals.  The  decrease  then  has  been 
^'  amongst  the  class  of  our  old  offenders,  those  whom  the  experience 
*'  of  prison  life,  viz.,  the  discipline  to  which  they  were  subject  when 
**  in  prison,  deters  from  venturing  into  prison  again — to  some  of  such 
'*  this  may  act  as  a  salutary  check,  and  influence  them  to  a  better 
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"  course  of  life — to  others,  habitual  oflfenders,  those  who  find  that,     Barbado 

"  from  old  associations  and  from  force  of  circumstances  generally,  to 

"  remain  here  will  only  be  to- return  to  prison;    to  these   wc  may 

^  well  imagine  emigration  offering  a  solution  of  the  di£Sculty,  and  I 

**  am  induced  to  thmk,  that  to  many  of  this  class 'taking  advantage  of 

^  the  easy  and  safe  means  of  emigrating  is  due  this  great  decrease  in 

"  the  recommittals  to  our  prisons." 

58.  Of  the  3,490  committed  in  1872,  1,181,  or  33  per  cent.,  could 
read ;  of  the  2,809  committed  in  1873,  866,  or  30  per  cent.,  could 
read.  This  difference  may  have  been  caused  by  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  recommittals,  among  whom  are  criminals  who  have  been 
taught  to  read  while  in  prison. 

59.  The  chaplain  reports  a  decided  improvement  in  the  behaviour 
of  the  prisoners  generally,  especially  amonff  the  males  at  Glendiary, 
which  ne  attributes  to  the  enforcement  of  strict  discipline  by  the 
visiting  justice.  In  1872  there  were  46  cases  of  breach  of  prison 
discipline  tried  by  that  officer,  in  1873  only  19,  a  decrease  of  58  per 
cent  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  prisons  is  reported  by  the 
inspector  ''  to  be  all  that  can  be  desired,"  notwithstanding  the  de- 
tective and  often  crowded  condition  of  the  Town  Hall  Irison,  the 
improvement  of  which  is  now  before  the  Legislature. 


XIV.  Imports  and  Exports. 

60.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  character  of  the  year  as 
regards  the  staple  crop  of  the  Island,  the  returns  of  imports  and 
exports  showed  no  great  variation  from  those  of  the  preceding  year, 
but  it  was  in  fevour  of  1873.  The  value  of  imports  had  increased 
from  1,125,030/.  to  1,193,814/.,  or  nearly  6  per  cent.  That  of 
exports  had  increased  from  1,021,443/.  to  1,024,083/.  From  the 
following  comparison  with  the  last  three  years  it  will  be  seen  that 
commerce  has  held  its  ground,  and  even  gained  some  advance. 


Total  Value  of  Imports. 

£ 
In  1870         -        -        -        .    1,069,867 

„  1871 1,191,888 

„  1872         ....    1,125,030 
„  1873 1,193,814 


Total  Value  of  Exports. 

£ 

In  1870  ....  973,020 

,,1871 1,298,546 

„  1872  .    -   .   -  1,021,443 

„  1873 1,024,083 

61.  Of  the  total  exports  65  per  cent  consbted  of  native  productions, 
being  almost  exclusively  sugar,  molasses,  and  rum.    The  balance 
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consists  of  the  transit  trade,  which  contributes  largely  and  increasingly 
to  the  commercial  business  of  the  Island. 

62.  The  exports   of  miscellaneous   produce    and   manufactures 
consisted  in  the  last,  three  years  of  the  following  items : — 


Aloes 

Arrowroot 

Bones ' 

OatUe 

Cotton 

»,      seed 

Fruit  and  vegetables       .        -        - 
Pnrniture    ------ 

Groceries  (succsdes  and  pickles) 

Hides  and  skins 

Harness  ------ 

Lime  for  building        -        -        -        - 

Matches,  Lucifer,  &c.      -       -       - 

Oil,  Whale 

Petroleum 

Sheep,  Gk)at8,  &c.         -       -       -       - 
Soda  and  Mineral  Waters 
Sugar,  other  than  Muscovado  or  refined 
Tamarinds 

Total 


1871. 


1872. 


1.046 
76 

216 

2,789 

150 

861 

296 
692 

4,678 


893 

42 

2 


1,530 
30 


1,405 

206 

2,420 

416 
660 

4,379 

35 

174 

2,053 


978 


12,093    I    14.286 


1873, 


£ 

348 
35 

1,075 
400 

3,557 

120 

198 

564 

60 

4.830 

108 
1,251 


1,180 


13,721 


63.  It  is  noticeable  in  the  preceding  statement  that  the  export  of 
aloes  and  cotton  has  fallen  off,  and  that  of  fruit,  vegetables,  and 
tamarinds  is  on  the  increase ;  that  the  export  of  petroleum  fell  off 
in  1873,  and  that  the  experiment  of  exporting  home-made  matches 
appears  not  to  have  succeeded.  ' 

64  In  comparing  the  destuiation  of  the  home  produce  in  the  two 
years  1872-3,  there  appears  a  falling  off  in  the  exportation  to  British 
!fcf orth  America,  and  an  increase  of  sugar  to  the  United  States  in  the 
latter  year : — 


Sugar. 

MolMies. 

Rum. 

OountrieB. 

1672. 

18t3. 

187B. 

1873. 

1872. 

1873. 

United  Kingdom  -  -  - 
„      States      -       -       - 

British  North  America  -  - 
„      West  Indies     - 

Foreign         „         -        -   - 

Britidi  Guiana    - 

Denmark 

hbds. 

30,637 

2.947 

4,797 

137 

558 

hbds. 

30,830 

4.460 

1,863 

190 

100 

40 

"pnns. 

36 
12,911 
11,466 

34 

puns. 

60 

12,008 

8,561 

280 

80 

galls. 
603 

2,463 

galls. 

121 
46 

Total       .       - 

39,076 

37.483 

24,437 

20.989 

2,966 

166 

65,  The  direction  of  the  import  and  export  trade  has  varied :  the 
former  chiefly  by  a  fallinff  oflF  in  the  imports  from  Great  Britain,  and 
an  increase  in  those  from  Sie  United  States,  Peru,  and  Buenos  Ayres ; 
the  latter  chiefly  by  a  falling  off  in  exports  to  British  North  America, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's  OOLOKUL  POSSESSIONS. 


71 


and  a  corresponding  increase  in  those  to  the  British  West  Indies. 
The  detiuls  are  furnished  in  the  following  statements :— * 


BABBADOt. 


Imports. 


Value. 

Feroeotage. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1871. 

1872. 

:1873. 

From— - 

United  Kingdom     - 
British  Ooloniee  -    - 
Foreign  oountries    - 

546,396 
149.090 
496,401 

£ 
470,509 
171,360 
483.161 

£ 
365,189 
171.592 
657,032 

460 
12-5 
41-5 

41-8  ,    30-5 
15-2       14-4 
430  ,    551 

ToUl        -   - 

1,191,887 

1 

1,125,030 

1,193,813 

1000  1  100-0 

< 

1000 

KoTB.— Of  657,0321.  imports  from  foreign  conDtries.  485,275Z.  were  from  United  Statea.  and  129.7261' 
from  FeruL 

Exports. 


Value. 

nsroentage. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1871.    1     1872. 

1873. 

From — 
United  Kingdom     - 
British  Colonies  -   - 
Foreign  coimtrles    - 

£ 
609,869 
415,278 
273,398 

470,525 
398,928 
151.990 

£ 
471.175 
888,791 
164,116 

471 
32- 0 
20*9 

46-0 
39-0 
150 

46-0 
87-8 
16-2 

Total       -   - 

1,298,545 

1,021,443 

1,024,082 

100-0 

100-0 

1000 

KOTB.— Of  164.1161.  exports  to  foreign  conntrtes.  126,6401.  were  to  United  States,  and  32.8661.  to  foreign 
W«t  Indica. 

66.  The  entries  for  consumption  in  1873,  as  compared  with  1872, 
indicate  a  certain,  but  not  great,  pressure  on  the  purchasing  powers 
of  the  population.  It  is  not  safe  to  draw  any  certain  inference  from 
a  change  in  the  entries  of  articles  of  food,  oecause  they  depend  in 
some  degree  upon  the  character  of  the  crops  of  roots  and  native  grain, 
which  may  to  some  extent  he  independent  of  the  sugar  crop.  But 
the  following  figures  show  that  there  was  no  great  variation  in  the 
last  two  years, — and  an  excess  in  most  articles  over  1871,  which  was 
a^good  year  as  regards  the  sugkr  crop : — 


Bread 

Corn  and  gzain 
Corn  meal  - 
Fish,  dried     - 
^,     pickled     - 
Flour     - 
Meat  -       - 
Bice      -    •  . 


-  owte. 
bnshelB 

-  barrels 
quintals 
•  barrels 


1871. 


owte. 


8^,665 
247,352 
51,503 
87,002 
17,673 
89,811 
10,42t 
55,674 


1872. 


1873. 


86,018 
298,281 
66,152 
99,170 
19,426 
40,708 
10.778 
61,788 


87,060 
288,746 
55,485 
83,901 
10,652 
88,121 
11,190 
46,282 


The  most  significant  item  in  the  above  is  the  falling  off  in  the 
consumption  of  dried  and  pickled  fish,  which  .is  one  of  the  food  condi- 
ments, or  small  luxuries,  enjoyed  by  the  labouring  classe. 
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67.  In  some  other  articles  consumed  by  the  labouring  and  middle 
classes  there  were  signs  of  a  decreased  consumption,  sufficient  to 
indicate  the  check  upon  indul^encies  caused  by  the  straitened  condi- 
tion of  the  planters  and  of  toe  classes  dependent  upon  them,  viz. : 
butter,  lard,  coffee,  tea,  cigarettes,  spirits  of  all  kinds,  cattle,  horses, 
carriages,  earthenware,  furniture,  groceries,  jewellery,  linens  and 
cottons,  musical  instruments,  and  saddlery.  These  were  partly 
balanced  by  an  increase  on  a  smaller  number  of  the  same  class  of 
articles,  and  there  was  a  larse  increase  in  the  importation  of  lumber, 
wood  hoops,  staves  and  shooKS. 


XV.  Shipping. 

68.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  British  shipping,  and  the  tonnage 
of  foreign  shipping  which  entered  inwards  in  1873  were  slightly 
greater  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  foreign  vessels 
is  on  the  decrease;  their  average  size  is  on  the  increase.  The 
total  number  of  ships  is  on  the  increase. 

69.  The  number  of  British  vessels  arrivinjg  in  ballast  in  1873  was 
less  than  in  1872,  but  there  was  no  falling  off  in  their  tonnage.  The 
number  and  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  in  ballast  were 
considerably  less.  The  number  and  tonnage  both  of  British  aud 
foreign  vessels  leaving  in  ballast  were  much  greater,  indicating  tiie 
smallness  of  the  sugar  crop. 


Yesbels  in  Ballast. 


1871. 

1872. 

187S. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tops. 

Entered,  Britiah  .... 
„         Foreign      ... 

107 
22 

11,396 
2.325 

91 
20 

8,559 
1,341 

74 
12 

8,702 
873 

Total   .        -   . 

129 

13,721 

111 

9,900 

86 

9,575 

Cleared,  British        -       -       - 
„        Foreign  -        .        .   - 

76 
62 

12,248 
15,474 

97 

77 

16,838 
19,084 

118 

98 

22,178 
26,794 

Total       .        - 

138     27,722 

174 

35,922 

216 

48,972 

70.  There  were  considerable  changes  in  the  direction  of  the  traffic. 
There  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  aud  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  traflSc 
with  the  United  States,  an  increase  in  the  traffic  with  the  foreign 
West  Indies  and  foreign  countries,  the  latter  arising  from  large 
importations  of  guano  from  Peru,  and  of  mules  from  Suenes  Ayres. 
There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  traffic  with  the  United  States  and 
foreign  West  Indies,  and  a  considerable  decrease  in  that  with  the 
British  North  American  Colonies  and  West  Indies,  and  with  other 
countries. 
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1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

No. 

Tons. 

No.    1     Tons. 

No. 

;tom. 

Entered  from— 
United  Kingdom    - 

„      States     .... 
British  N.  American  Ck)lonie8  - 

„       WestlndiesandOuiana 
Foreign          „                .        - 
Other  ooontries  -        -        -    - 
"Whalers 

106 

174 

110 

771 

99 

58 

9 

33,489 
39,093 
16,699 
38,982 

6,014 
13,384 

1,100 

81 

170 

126 

858 

95 

53 

6 

23,921 
38,773 
18,994 
46,377 
5,560 
11,588 
244 

74 
181 
125 
851 
107 

62 
6 

22,590 
40,725 
19,283 
44,328 
6,421 
19,320 
738 

Total       .       .    . 

1,327 

148,761 

1,389 

145,457 

1,406 

153,400 

Cleared  to^ 

United  Kingdom     - 

^    .States     .... 
British  N.  American  Colonies - 

„      West  Indies  and  Guiana 
Foreign        „                  -        - 
Other  countries  -       -       -   - 
"Whalers 

74 

85 

76 

867 

194 

26 

8 

29,512 
17,979 
11,169 
56,006 
31,470 
1,512 
998 

60 

44 

71 

945 

222 

36 

8 

21,864 

8,621 

10,727 

65,558 

35; 198 

3,135 

802 

59 

73 

53 

936 

255 

24 

4 

,22,868 

15,730 

A  9,167 

59,098 

43,029 

2,251) 

495 

Total        .        -   - 

1,380 

148,646 

1,386 

145,905 

1,404 

152,646 

Barbados. 


71.  The  percentage  of  the  total  tonnage  which  entered  and  cleared 
in  the  trade  with  each  country  was  as  follows : — 


Eotend. 

GlMraL 

187L 

1872.' 

1873. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

To  and  from— 
United  Kingdom 

23 

16 

15 

20 

15 

17 

United  States         -   - 

26 

26 

27 

12 

6 

10 

British  North  America 

11 

13 

13 

8 

7 

6 

„      West  Indies     - 

17 

18 

17 

29 

33 

29 

„      Guiana    - 

9 

14 

12 

9 

12 

9 

Foreign  West  Indies  - 

4 

4 

4 

21 

25 

28 

Ihitoh  Guiana        -   - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bnenoe  Ayres     - 

4 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Peru      -       ... 

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Bnnl        .       -       - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  countries      -   - 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

72.  The  proportion  of  British  tonnage  employed  continued  to 
increase,  that  of  American  returned  to  its  amount  in  1871,  leaving  a 
smaller  balance  to  be  distributed  over  other  countries. 


PnunorrAOB  or  Tonnaqk  intibsd. 


British 

American 

French 

Gennan 

Other 


Total 


187L 

1872. 

1873. 

70 

71 

72 

21 

19 

21 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

100 

100 

100 

Digitized  by 


Google 


74  PAPEBS  RELATING  TO 

BABBAD08.  73.  Among  the  occurrences  of  the  year  which  is  likely  to  have  an 
important  influence  upon  the  well-being  of  the  Island  was  the  conse- 
cration and  installation,  on  his  arriyal  in  the  Colony,  of  the  Bev.  John 
Mitchinson,  D.D.,  to  be  Bishop  of  Barbados,  under  the  Act  passed  in 
June,  1872,  to  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  to 
exercise  supervision  over  the  clergy  of  the  Anglican  Church  in 
Barbados,  consequent  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Bishop,  and  the 
decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  withdraw  from  all  inter- 
ference in  the  afiairs  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the  Windward 
Islands.  This  Act  facilitates  the  absence  of  the  Bishop  from  the 
Island  for  a  suffident  time  to  enable  him  to  undertake  a  similar  super- 
intendence of  the  Anglican  Church  in  other  Islands  of  the  Windward 
group,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  limits  of  his  future  diocese  will 
be  co-extensive  with  that  of  the  first  Bishop  of  Barbados,  excepting 
the  Island  of  Trinidad,  which  has  elected  to  separate  itself  from  it. 

74.  As  the  year  approached  its  close,  the  hopes  of  the  planters 
with  regard  to  the  prospect  of  the  sugar  crop  of  1874  met  with  a 
rude  shock.  Up  to  the  end  of  October  the  ramfall  had  exceeded  by 
half  an  inch  the  average  of  the  first  ten  months  of  1847-71,  having 
been  46  *  67  inches  against  an  average  of  46  *  16.  But  the  months  of 
November  and  December  fell  greatly  short  of  the  average.  The 
former  gave  only  1  •  76  instead  of  7  *  08  inches ;  the  latter,  2  •  83,  instead 
of  4  •  50  inches.  So  dry  a  November  had  not  been  experienced  since 
1849.  The  aggregate  rainfall  of  the  year  only  reached  51  •  26  inches, 
which  is  6  -48  inches,  or  11  per  cent.,  below  the  average,  and  less  than 
^  3  inches  above  the  aggregate  of  1872,  which  had  yielded  so  small  a 
crop.  The  year  closed  with  so  dark  a  prospect.  If  it  had  been  fully 
realized,  the  House  of  Assembly  would  have  nad  occasion  to  transfer  to 
the  jrear  1874  even  a  more  dbmal  character  than .  that  which  it  has 
ascnbed  to  its  predecessor.  But  a  realized  crop  of  upwards  of 
47,000  hhds.,  and  the  prospect  at  the  present  date  of  a  crop  of 
62,000  hhds.  in  1875,  exceeding  the  largest  that  the  Colony  has  ever 
made,  has  averted  that  calamity,  and  sh^  a  cheering  radiancy  on  the 
prospects  and  anticipations  of  the  planters  and  agricultural  population. 

(Signed)        Rawson  W.  Rawbon, 
Government  House,  Governor. 

October  30,  1874. 
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TOBAGO.  Tobago. 


No.  6.   -  No.  6. 

Lieut -Governor  Ussher  to  The  Colonial  Opfiob. 

19,  Bedford  Place,  Russell  Square, 
Sib,  August  26,  1874. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  iny  Eeport  upon  the  Blue  Book  for  the 
year  1873  of  the  Colony  of  Tobago. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        H.  T.  Usshbb, 
Robert  &.  W.  Herbert,  Esq.,  Lieut.-Governor. 

ftc.      Ac.      &c. 


Repobt. 
Revenue  and  JEkependiture. 

1.  My  anticipations  of  a  heavy  decrease  in  the  revenue  for  the  year 
1873,  expressed  in  Paragraph  5  of  my  Blue  Book  Report  for  1872, 
have  proved  to  be  too  wefl  founded.  A  reference  to  the  Blue  Book  for 
1873  shows  a  net  decrease  of  3,997Z.  38.  9cZ.,  or  nearly  30  per  cent, 
upon  our  last  year's  returns.  I  have  so  often  referred  to  the  causes 
of  this  decrease,  that  it  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  severe  droughts 
of  the  last  three  years  have  almost  paralized  trade ;  and  that  our 
sugar  crop  for  1873  is  little  more  than  two-thirds  of  what  might 
fairly  haye  been  expected.  Up  to  the  month  of  October  the  prospects 
were  more  promising ;  but  the  rains  usually  anticipated  in  November 
and  December  having  totally  fmled,  the  growing  canes  were  stunted 
and  dried  up,  and  the  planters  were  left  in  as  bad  a  position  as  in  the 
preceding  year, 

I  cau^  the  strictest  economy  to  be  exercised  in  all  branches  of 
the  public  service ;  otherwise  the  deficit  would  have  been  more 
serious,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Collector  of  Revenue  reports 
more  energy  in  the  collection  of  taxes  by  sub-collectors. 

The  Immigration  Fund  remains  as  it  was,  and  is  now  at  interest  in 
the  Colonial  %ank. 

Publio  DM. 

2.  Although  there  is  no  public  debt,  properly  so  called,  the  liabi- 
lities of  the  Colony  fall  a  little  sh(»rt  of  3,0002.,  in  which  sum  must  be 
included  arrears  ot  pay  to  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service. 

FMU  Works. 

3.  The  Hospital  still  remains  unfinished,  owing  to  the  want  of 
funds ;  the  only  expenditure  incurred  has  been  in  the  repairs  neces- 
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Tobago.  g^^^y  ^^  public  buildings,  and  upon  the  roads,  which  is  slightly  in 
diminution  of  the  preceding  year,  and  is  in  course  of  further  reduc- 
tion in  the  estimates  for  the  current  year. 

The  Jetty  is  finally  completed;  and  the  new  crane  has  been 
erected  at  tne  end  of  it 

Legislaiion. 

4.  Some  useful  and  important  measures  were  passed  during  the 
year ;  amongst  which  the  most  remarkable  are,  the  Act  to  dis- 
establish the  Church  of  England  and  to  introduce  religious  equality, 
and  the  Act  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  coroners. 

The  former  of  these  will  be  referred  to  at  greater  length  under  the 
head  of  "  Ecclesiastical." 

The  "Coroner's"  Act  requires  some  special  notice.  Upon  my 
arriyal  in  the  Island,  I  found  no  special  local  enactment  upon  this 
head.  Several  coroners  were  appointed  for  the  body  of  the  Island, 
their  proceedings  being  governed  by  the  English  law.  A  series  of 
constables  and  other  peace  officers,  receiving  large  fees,  reported 
each  case  to  the  nearest  coroner,  who  received  a  considerable  sum, 
with  mileage,  for  each  inquest.  It  not  unfreqnently  happened  that 
constables  were  specially. employed  by  individual  coroners  to  watch 
for  cases ;  and  the  result  was,  that  occasionally  discreditable  scenes^ 
took  place.  Races  between  coroners  and  their  following  for  the 
inquest ;  disputes  as  to  priority  of  arrival  on  the  spot ;  and,  very 
frequently,  the  holding  of  unnecessary  inquisitions.  I  ascertained 
that  during  the  year,  from  the  1st  September,  1872,  to  the 
31st  August,  1873,  no  less  than  39  inquests  had  been  held,  out 
of  a  po{)ulation  of  17,000  people ;  and  upon  personally  examining 
the  inq^uisitions  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  many  of  them  were  unnecessarily  holden.  As  each 
inquest  cost  the  public  on  an  average  10/.,  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
Government  to  act  at  once.  The  Legislature  shared  their  views,  and 
passed  the  measure  now  happily  in  force. 

Its  provisions  are  shortly, 

1.  The  appointment,  ex  officio,  of  each  stipendiary  magistrate  as  a 
coroner  for  nis  own  district,  at  a  salary  of  40Z.  per  annum. 

2.  The  appointment  of  special  coroners  to  act  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  such  coroner ;  these  latter  being  remunerated  by  a  fee, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  salary  of  the  absent  official,  except  in  case 
of  duly  certified  and  unavoidable  absence  from  sickness,  (This 
clause  has  a  wholesome  effect,  in  tending  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  magistrates  within  their  districts.) 

3.  The  considerable  reduction  of  the  heavy  fees  payable  to  con- 
stables and  medical  men. 

The  result  of  this  measure  has  been,  that  for  the  ten  months  that 
the  Act  has  been  in  operation,  only  13  inquests  had  been  held. 
A  clause,  subjecting  coroners  to  the  penalties  of  the  English  law  for 
neglect  of  duty,  effectually  provides  a^inst  any  possible  indis- 
position to  attend  and  hold  the  necessary  mquisitions. 

As  the  House  of  Elective  Legislative  Assembly  had  been  ten 
years  in  Session,  with  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  1 
dissolved  it  in  September.    Four  of  the  old  members  lost  their  seats 
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at  the  new  elections,  including  Mr.  Sealy,  one  of  the  Executive  Com-      Tobago. 
mittee,  who  was  succeeded  therein  by  iir.  Dougald  Yeates. 

FolUical  Frcmehise. 

5.  The  dissolution  of  the  Assembly  above  referred  to,  conferred 
for  the  first  time  upon  the  electors  of  Tobago  the  extended  franchise 
of  the  Act  of  1871. 

OivU  JEstalluhments. 

6.  The  principal  occurrence  under  this  head  was  the  sudden  death 
in  October  of  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Hill,  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Mr.  Hill's 
p^t  was  temporarily  occupied  in  an  able  manner  by  Mr.  John 
W.  Elliot ;  and  has  since  oeen  filled  by  the  appointment  thereto 
of  Mr.  Henry  Byng,  late  Colonial  Secretary  at  the  Falkland 
Islands. 

A  few  special  coroners  have  been  appointed  under  the  new  Act 

PopviaUon. 

7.  I  have  little  to  add  to  my  last  Report.  The  normal  increase 
appears,  however,  to  have  been  more  healthy,  and  the  medical  men 
report  lesu  mortality  among  in£Gints. 

Some  loss  has  been  suflered  by  emigration  to  Trinidad ;  but  many 
have  returned,  and  the  advent  of  more  favourable  seasons  will  soon 
bring  back  the  remainder,  and  check  the  disposition  to  seek  labour 
and  employment  elsewhere,  which  the  droughts  and  depression  of 
the  planting  interests  have  for  a  time  induced. 

Ecclesiastical. 

8.  The  introduction  of  the  Act  for  establishing  religious  equality 
and  for  disestablishing  the  Church  of  England  takes  efiect  from 
January  1, 1874. 

A  yearly  vote  of  1,060/.  had  been  hitherto  allotted  to  the  Anglican 
Church.  This  sum  i$  now  divided  amongst  the  three  following  deno- 
minations : — 

£ 
Anglican  -        -        -    -      615  per  annum 

Moravian    -        -        -         -      230         „ 
Wesleyan         -        -        -    -      215         „ 

This  distribution  is  based  upon  a  strictiy  numerical  calculation. 

I  regret  not  yet  to  observe  either  the  energy  to  adapt  itself  to 
altered  circumstances  on  the  part  of  the  Anglican  Church  which 
I  had  hoped  for,  or  the  disposition  to  afibrd  voluntary  aid  on  the 
part  of  its  members,  which  might  fairly  have  been  expected  ;  but  it 
is  perhaps  premature  to  judge  of  this  matter.  And  indeed  I  yet 
have  a  strong  belief  that  the  Anglicans  in  Tobago  will,  under  the 
energetic  guidance*  of  their  recently  elected  Diocesan,  Dr.  Mitchinson, 
Bishop  of  Barbados,  eventually  develop  and  maintain  a  system  of 
self-support,  in  common  with  their  colleagues  of  the  other  Christian 
denominsitlons. 
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Education. 

9.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  edacational  system, 
beyond  a  meeting  of  clerical  and  lay  members  of  the  various  Christian 
denominations  to  discuss  the  point.  Considerable  diversity  of  opinion 
prevailed ;  and  finally,  the  Chairman  handed  me  a  series  or  sug- 
gestions and  resolutions,  with  some  of  which  I  agreed ;  while  some 
of  the  other  propositions  were  dissented  from  both  oy  Dr.  Mitchinson 
and  myself. 

Events  of  great  political  importance  to  the  Island  have  for  the 
present  kept  the  question  back  ;  but  with  the  change  recently  effected 
m  the  constitution  of  the  Colony,  and  the  improved  facilities  now  to 
be  had  for  legislation,  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  important  subject 
will  i:eceive  tli^  attention  it  roerit& 

Imports'and  Exports. 

10.  Any  detailed  reference  to  these  would  be  a  needless  repetition 
of  our  misfortunes.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  1873  left  them  in  the 
lowest  state  of  depression. 

Shipping  and  AffriouUure. 

11.  I  have  nothing  to  add  on  this  head  to  my  Report  for  1872. 

Criinindl  Statistics. 

12.  As  this  is  the  first  Return  made  in  this  form  for  Tobago,  I  am 
not  rn  a  position  to  compare  the  official  statistics  of  the  two  years. 

But  the  magistrates  of  late  have  reported  to  me  a  marked  dirainu^ 
tion  in  petty  crime ;  and  I  incline  to  think  that  this  is  attributable  to 
a  little  wholesome  additional  severity  on  their  part,  the  employment 
of  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  inculcate  for  the  suppression  of 
the  numerous  petty  offences  which  swell  our  criminal  returns. 

Some  additional  prison  rules,  passed  in  Privy  Council,  providing 
for  the  more  stringent  exercise  of  prison  discipline  and  punishment, 
have  had  a  good  deterrent  effect,  and  the  prison  punishments  appear 
to  me  to  be  diminishing  also. 

Oaols. 

13.  I  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  this  subject,  except  that  I  have 
been  enabled,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  remedy  tne  deficiencies  of  which 
I  complained  in  Paragraph  52  of  my  Report  for  1872.  There  is  yet 
room  for  improvement;  but  I  have  again  to  commend  Mr.  Crooks 
for  bis  care  and  for  his  able  adaptation  ci  the  insufficient  means  at 
his  command. 

Charitable  InstUtUions. 

14.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  no  real  amendment  in 
the  administration  of  pauper  relief.  A  measure  which  I  caused  to 
be  introduced  with  the  view  of  amending  the  evil  met  with  a  defeat 
in  the  Lower  House  for  no  ostensible  reason.  I  have,  however, 
limited  the  vote  to  3001.  for  this  year,  which  is  a  decrease  of  200Z.  on 
the  last. 
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Oeneral  Bemarks. 

15.  The  year  1873  will  be  remembered  as  a  most  disastrous  year 
in  this  Colony.  A  heavy  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  a  half-crop  of  canes, 
and  a  corresponding  decrease  iu  the  imports  are  the  results  of  the 
visitation  of  dry  weather,  to  which  the  Island  has  for  so  long  been 
subject 

16.  Still,  I  see  signs  of  improvement.  The  weather  for  this 
year  (1874)  has  been  hitherto  as  favourable  as  could  be  desired,  and 
a  large  crop  of  canes  is  expected.  The  performance  of  public  duty 
by  the  various  officers  is  vi^bly  improved,  and  At  afifords  me  pleasure 
to  certify  to  the  fact. 

17.  One  or  two  severe  ponisbments  lately  inflicted  on  certain 
individuals  for  smuggling  and  oppression  of  labourers  have,  T  trust, 
bad  a  saUitarv  effect. 

18.  The  enan^e  of  constitution  recently  effected  cannot  but  be 
beneficial  to  the  Island.  Moreover,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  up  to  the 
present  time  (August,  1874)  some,  permanent  retrenchments  bave 
been  effected. 

About  375/.  per  annum  will  have  been  saved  by  the  "  Single 
**  Chamber  Bill ;  *'  lOOZ.  p.  a.  by  a  measure  to  consolidate  the  oflBces 
of  Marshal  and  Police  Inspector ;  about  175Z.  p.  a.  by  the  Coroner's 
Act;  2002L  p. a.  by  the  New  Road  Act;  and  with  some  other 
smaller  retrenchments  and  savings  I  may  say  that  the  permanent 
expenditure  is  reduced  by  900Z.  per  annum.  This  is  a  fair  per- 
centage upon  an  average  revenue  of  11,000Z. ;  and  I  hope  yet  to 
secure  adcUtional  efficiency,  with  further  redactions  in  other  directions. 

19.  The  great  question  of  the  day  in  the  West  Indies  still  remains 
to  be  solved,  viz.,  whether  by  the  introduction  of  an  improved  system 
of  culture  and  manufacture  the  West  Indian  planter,  now  so  de- 
pressed, cannot  be  made  to  compete  in  the  sugar  market  with  other 
Colonies.  The  central  factory  system  is  the  only  method  of  effecting 
this.  Tobago  is  for  many  reasons  (especially  social  and  politicsu 
ones)  remarkably  well  adapted  for  the  system ;  and  Lord  Carnarvon 
may  rest  assured  that  until  I  am  satisfied  that  this  my  object  is  not 
capable  of  realization,  I  shall  not  relax  in  my  efforts  to  introduce 
into  the  Island  a  system  which  must  eventually  result  in  the  moral 
elevation  and  practical  well-being  of  the  African,  and  in  the  salvation 
from  ruin  of  the  West  Indian  planter  and  capitalist. 

(Signed)        H.  M.  Ussher, 
London,  August  26,  1874.  ^^  Lieut.-Govenior. 


Tobago. 
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Dominica.  DOMINICA. 


No.  7.  No.  7. 

Governor  IbyikO|  C.  B.»  to  The  Eirl  of  Cabnarvon. 

My  Lord,  Antigua,  July  27, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Presidency  of  Dominica  for  the  year  1873,  with  a  report 
thereon  by  the  President  of  that  Island. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Henbt  T.  Irving, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Governor. 

&c,      &C.      ftc 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 

EEPOET  ON  THE  BLUB  BOOK  FOB  THE  TBAB  1873. 

The  finances  of  the  Presidency  are  in  a  healthy  state,  and  the 
taxation  is  moderate,  not^being  over  10a.  6d.  per  head. 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  for  the  past  four  years  has  been— 

1870 15,721   '*9    8' 

1871 15,439  18    4 

1872 17,310    1  104 

1873 16,424    3    0 

The  decrease  in  revenue  in  1873  as  compared  with  1872  may  thus 
be  accounted  for : 

Decrease, 

£  8,    d. 

Imports 657  19  lOi 

Excise 388  17    4i 

Liquor  and  Still  Licences  -        -        -     128  1     8 

Fines  and  Forfeitures    -        ^        -   -    114  2    3J 

Roads 231  12    3 

Miscellaneous       -        -        -        -   .    226  14    5^ 

Total    .        .     £1,747    7  11 

Increase. 

£  #.  d. 

Exports Ill  7  8i 

Sale  of  Government  Property          -    -  471  8  1^ 

Crown  Land 146  7  3 

Miscellaneous       -        -                 -    -  134  5  llj 

Balance 883  18  10| 

Total    .        .    £1,747    7  11 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEE  MAJBSIy's  OOLONIAL  tOSSESSIONS.  81 

This  balance  may  fairly  be  augmented  by  adding  the  receipts     Dojiinioa. 

under  Sale  of  Government  Property  471Z.  8«.  l\d.,  and  Sale  of  Crown        

Land  146Z.  Is.  Sd.,  neither  of  which  sources  can  fairly  be  estimated 
as  revenua  The  unusually  large  imports  of  1872,  while  conferring  a 
temporary  benefit  to  our  finances,  foreshadowed  that  reaction  which 
inevitably  follows  overtrading,  and  from  which  the  Presidency  suffered 
during  the  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  past  four  years  has  been : 

1870 15,248  4  2* 

1871 16,071  7  74 

1872 17,162  7  7 

1873      .......  17,584  8  7^ 

The  increased  expenditure  between  1873  and  1872  may  thus  be 
accounted  for : — 

Increase. 

Civil  Establishment  ...        -  246     7  4J 

Roads  and  Bridges        -        -        -    -  160  12  2^ 

Pensions  and  Allowances  -        -        -  281     3  3 

Drawback 246  15  11^ 

Crown  Land 130    1  7 

Miscellaneous       --...-  529    2  6 

Arrears  of  1872        -        -        -        -  555    4  1^ 

Total    .        -    £2,149  17    0 


Decrease. 

Public  Buildings  and  Works       -        -  731  15    2^ 

Board  of  Health 855  9    6^ 

Printing  and  Stationery     -        -        -  113  10    2^ 

Miscellaneous 77  102 

Balance 371  11  ]0i 

Total    -        -    £2,149  17    0 


Thus  the  apparent  excess  was  only  371/.  11«.  lOJi.,  against  which 
may  be  placed  payments  on  account  of  Crown  Land  Fund  130/.  Is.  7d, 
and  arrears  of  1872,  555/.  4s.  1^. 

The  balance  in  hand  on  the  Slst  December,  1873,  was  2,880/. 
10a.  9^(2.,  the  larger  portion  of  which  is  in  deposit  at  interest  in  the 
Colonial  Bank. 

Public  Debt 

Has  been  reduced  to  4,818/.  6«.  8d. 

The  following  Tables  exhibit  the  imports  and  exports  from  1870 
to  1873  :— 
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Dominica. 


Imfobts. 


From 

Yean. 

Great  Britain. 

British  West 
Indies. 

Foreign  Wert 
Indies. 

United  SUtea. 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

22,505 
23,357 
22,257 
18,663 

30,926 
33,136 
89,976 
37,307 

6,672 
4,888 
6,051 
6,582 

£ 

177 
600 

EXFOBTS. 


To 

Yean. 

Great  Britain. 

British  West             Foreign  West 
Indies.                        Indies. 

United  States. 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

56,405 
49,940 
56,606 
54.292 

£ 
3,381 
2,424 
3,945 
4,001 

1,928 
1,131 
1,034 
3,591 

£ 

633 

1,463 

259 

136 

Pbikoipal  Abticles  ot  Pboducb  Exported  fob  Foub  Years. 


Yean 

Sugar. 

MoUiBses. 

Bum. 

Coffee. 

Cwts. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Value. 

Lbs. 

Value. 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

'  78,026 
66,219 
61,418 
69.300 

£ 
51,147 
46,356 
51,558 
51,927 

88,732 

94,015 

105,282 

95,613 

£ 
2,732 
1.921 
3,476 
2,801 

86,021 
40,615 
24,630 
16.282 

2.337 
2,5^5 
1,543 
1,140 

10,603 
15,734 
12,466 
13,319 

989 
379 
337 
403 

Vmuw 

Coooa. 

Farine  Manioc. 

Lime  Juice. 

Tamarinds. 

Logwood. 

Firewood. 

Lbs. 

Value. 

Bushs. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Value 

Pack. 

Value 

Tons. 

Valae. 

C5ords.    Value. 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 

135,439 
203,433 
204,773 
186,688 

2.525 
2.319 
2,546 
2,216 

16 

3 

246 

741 

£ 
6 
1 

63 
180 

1,904 
3,593 
5.932 
7,317 

£ 

83 
170 
691 
738 

102 

7 

131 

260 

£ 

62 

10 

55 

173 

2 
19 
20 

8 

£ 

4 
23 
33 
14 

634     337 

670     373 

853     453 

1,139     592 

Both  the  import  and  export  duties  require  adjustment ;  in  one  the 
necessaries  of  life  are  equally  taxed  with  its  luxuries ;  and  in  the  other 
by  far  the  most  profitable  article  of  export  is  allowed  to  pass  without 
affording  any  contribution  to  the  revenue. 

Leffislaiion. 

Sixteen  Acts  became  law  during  the  year.  Amongst  the  most 
useful  measures  may  be  named  the  Acts,  establishing  a  savings  bank ; 
regulating  the  carriage  of  passengers  by  sea ;  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  male  convicts  beyond  the  walls  of  the  gaol ;  providing  for  a 
public  cemetery ;  removing  gunpowder  and  petroleum  from  the  town  of 
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Roseau ;  securing  a  patent  to  Thomas  Routledge  for  improvements     Domwkja. 

in  treating  fibrous  substauces  for  textile  purposes,  and  for  the  manu-         

facture  of  paper  stock. 

Civil  EstcAUshmerU. 

President  Moir  beinff  promoted  was  succeeded  by  President 
Eldridge.  The  Acting  Local  Attorney-General  Lloyd's  Commission 
was  cancelled,  and  Mr.  John  Frederick  Wylde  assumed  the  duties  of 
Treasurer. 

Pensiona. 

A  late  revenue  oflBcer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Dupimy,  was  pensioned  for  long 
services  at  77Z.  6a.  8d.,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Fadelle,  late  messenger  of 
Council,  was  also  pensioned  at  347.  per  annum. 

Population. 

From  the  Beport  of  the  Registrar-General,  the  population  has 
slightly  increased,  and  may  be  estimated  at  27,966. 

Public  WorJcs. 

The  erection  of  the  handsome  iron  bridge  over  the  Roseau  River, 
at  a  cost  of  1,452Z.,  was  finally  completed  this  year.  On  sanitary  as 
well  as  moral  grounds,  and  as  a  work  of  great  public  convenience, 
this  structure  deserves  special  notice.  It  was  commenced  under  the 
auspices  of  his  Honour  Administrator  Porter,  and  has  been  erected 
by  Mr.  Qvil  Engineer  Or.  B.  Blanc.  The  bridge,  whether  admired 
for  its  scenic  efiect  upon  the  river  and  surrounding  country,  its  public 
utility,  its  tendency  to  enhance  the  value  of  adjacent  property,  or  its 
moral  and  social  bearing  upon  the  people,  who  can  now  pass  and 
repass  the  Roseau  River  without  offience  either  to  public  decency  or 
their  own  feelings  of  modesty  and  decorum.  The  public  buildings 
generally  have  been  more  or  less  repaired,  but  the  outlay  on  the  gaol 
was  considerable.  A  jetty  was  commenced  to  the  rock  ;  the  table  a 
diable,  but  was  subsequently  abandoned  on  account  of  the  inelifi^i- 
bili^  of  the  site ;  it  has  been  commenced  more  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  and  contiguous  to  the  spot  at  which  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  landed  many  years  since. 

Edvcaiion. 

I  append  the  Inspector's  RejKjrt,  my  own  recent  arrival  prevents  my 
offering  any  comments  upon  this  subject ;  but  I  may  cursorily  remark 
that,  from  the  number  of  children  at  school,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
anything  short  of  a  compulsory  Education  Act  will  not  answer  for  a 
people,  few  of  whom  have  had  sufficient  educational  advantages 
oflered  to  themselves  to  cause  them  to  appreciate  its  results ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  do  not  seek  for  their  children 
what  they  themselves  do  not  sufficiently  value.  There  are  many 
honourable  exceptions  to  this  rule.  Of  this  I  am  satisfied,  that  there 
is  no  want  of  natural  talent     I  firmly  believe  that  it  is  of  vital  im- 
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Dominica,     portance  to  the  future  of  the  West  Indies  that  this  great  question 
""^         should  at  once  be  taken  in  hand. 

Births,  DeathSy  cmd  Marriages. 

The  births  during  the  year  were  879,  and  the  deaths  536,  showing 
a  decrease  as  compared  to  the  previous  year,  82  births  and  2  deaths. 
In  the  absence  of  any  special  mortality  this  decrease  of  births  may 
fairly  be  attributed  to  laxity  of  registration. 

I  regret  to  say  the  number  of  marriages  was  only  178,  against 
392  the  year  before. 

Ecclesiastical. 

There  is  no  Grovernment  aid  granted  to  any  denomination. 

The  Anglican  Church  numbers  about  900  members,  with  one 
Qergyman,  and  one  place  of  worship. 

Tne  Roman  Catholic  Church  claims  some  24,000  within  its  fold. 
The  Rev.  Bishop  of  Roseau  resides  in  the  Island,  and  is  assisted 
by  11  priests.     There  are  16  churches  throughout  the  island. 

The  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  numbers  about  2,300  members, 
There  are  two  ministers  and  two  places  of  worship. 

General. 

The  ^eat  drawback  in  this  Presidency  is  the  difficulty  of  locomo- 
tion. During  a  recent  tour  round  the  Island,  the  importance  of 
improved  means  of  communication  was  very  much  impressed  upon 
me,  not  only  for  the  convenience  of  travellers  and  the  transit  of 
produce,  but  for  the  opening  up  of  "  new  country,"  encouraging 
settlers,  enhancing  the  value  of  property  generally ;  and  last,  not 
least,  enabling  the  Executive  to  ^  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of 
Roseau  or  the  valley  into  the  outlymg  parishes.  I  visited  one  place 
in  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Ville  Case,  where  I  was  informed  that  I  was 
the  first  Executive  officer  that  had  been  there  since  1864. 

It  appears  to  me  that,  beyond  a  general  improvement  of  the  roads 
and  the  erection  of  bridges  over  one  or  two  of  the  principal  rivers, 
steam  communication  would  be  of  infinite  value  to  the  population. 
The  conveyance  of  persons  or  goods  by  canoe  must  at  least  be  very 
limited,  while  it  is  costly,  uncertain,  and  dangerous.  A  little  coasting 
steamer,  calling  in  at  different  points  along  the  coast,  would  be  the 
means  of  encouraging  agriculture  and  habits  of  industry  by  affi)rding 
facilities  for  bringing  goods  to  market. 

I  may  add,  the  Legislature  have  early  this  year  passed  a  Road  Bill, 
which,  from  its  freedom  of  cumbrous  machinery  and  direct  applica- 
tion of  Executive  authority,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  the  means  of 
materially  improving  the  roads.  It  is  fervently  to  be  desired  that 
steam  communication  will  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  matter  that  ranks  next  in  importance  is  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  Crown  Lands ;  want  of  system,  laxitv  in  supervision,  and 
the  acceptance  of  money  and  permissive  tenure  Irom  and  by  persond 
desirous  of  purchasing  Crown  land,  has  created  a  great  confusion,  and 
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to  a  certain  extent  legalized,  by  long  possession,  squatting.    The  latter     DoxnnoA. 
yicious  system  tends  to  demoralize^  withdraws  labour  from  legitimate        "^ 
channels,  while  it  aflfords  an  easy  and  ready  means  for  the  indolent  to 
acquire  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  day. 

A  careful  examination  of  this  important  subject,  a  remodelled  system 
of  sale  of  land,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  its 
transfer,  are  imperatively  necessary. 

The  necessity  of  extended  medical  provision  for  the  people  is  much 
wanted.  From  the  mountainous  character  of  the  Island  the  popula- 
tion is  divided  into  detached  groups,  couCTegate  for  the  most  part  in 
towns,  villages,  and  hamlets,  meaical  advice  is  beyond  their  reach, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  Government  medical  provifflon,  medical 
aid  is  almost  unknown  among  the  people.  This  great  want  is  keenly 
felt,  and  must  tend  to  foster  disease,  by  leaving  the  people  in  the 
hands  of  quacks  and  obeah  men.  I  am  nappy  to  say  the  Assembly 
have  taken  up  the  question  this  year  (1874),  and  passed  an  extended 
Medical  Aid  Act,  which  I  trust,  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
thousands  under  the  reach  of  the  experience  and  skill  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

In  condudlng  my  Beport  I  fell  bound  to  take  exception  to  the 
remarks  of  the  fegistrar-Greneral  with  reference  to  the  younger  portion 
of  the  population.  As  far  as  my  observation  extends  auring  my  tour 
round  the  Island  and  a  residence  of  over  a  year  in  the  principal  town, 
Itoseau,  I  have  always  considered  the  young  people  as  rolmst  and 
healthy,  and  I  have  seen  no  evidences  of  a  "  puny,  feeble,  or  morbid 
"  condition,"  nor  have  the  infantile  portion  of  the  population  impressed 
me  as  being  sickly  or  evincing  any  symptoms  of  want  or  neglect  I 
have  called  upon  the  only  district  medical  officer  in  the  Island  for  a 
report  on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  people  in  his  district 

West  India  hospitality  is  proverbial,  but  in  no  part  of  these  sunny 
isles  can  it  be  offered  with  more  genuine  earnestness  and  kindness 
thsn  in  Dominica.  Long  and  weary  journeys  on  horseback  neces- 
sitate rest  for  man  and  beast,  and  before  you  can  make  your  apologies 
for  your  intrusion  to  a  perfect  stranger,  a  welcome  is  cordially  offered 
to  you.  This  feeling  even  extends  to  the  humbler  class  of  people  in 
villages,  and  in  the  little  roadside  cottages  a  friendly  greeting  and 
offer  of  refreshment  is  cordially  made. 

The  manifest  loyalty  of  the  masses  as  you  pass  alonff  is  very  grati- 
fying, but  there  is  no  race  more  loyal  or  law-abiding  than  the 
people  of  these  Islands,  and  the  calendars  of  our  criminal  court  seldom 
jH'esent  cases  of  any  magnitude. 

(Signed)        C.  M.  Eldridob, 
President 
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VIRGIN  ISLANDS. 


No.  8. 
Administrator  Batitbs  to  The  Eabl  of  Cabnabvon. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua^ 
My  Lord,  December  26, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue  Book 
of  the  Virgin  Islands  for  the  year  1872. 

2.  The  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  forwarding  this  Blue  Book 
is  partly  explained  by  the  President,  and  may  perhaps  be  also  attri- 
buted to  the  smallness  of  the  President's  clerical  staflP. 

3.  President  Hickson's  Report  is  also  transmitted. 

I  have,  &c, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Edwin  Baynes, 

&c.     &c.     &c  Administrator. 


President  Hickson  to  Administrator  Baynes. 

Sir,  Tortola,  October  12, 1874. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  for  the  Presidency  of  the  Virgin  Islands  for  the  year  1872, 
which  I  presume  should  have  been  forwarded  in  due  course  had  not 
unavoidable  delay  been  caused  by  the  many  changes  which  took 
place  under  the  new  system  of  Confederation. 

Bevenue  Expenditure. 

2.  The  Revenue  for  the  year  was,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the 
Treasury  books,  1,517Z.  Os,  4Jc?.,  together  with  a  balance  remaining 
to  the  credit  of  the  Presidency  of  168Z.  14s.  l\d.  from  the  prior  year, 
making  a  total  of  revenue  for  1872  of  1,685Z.  14s.  bid. 

The  amounts  collected  under  the  several  heads  for  the  years  1871 
and  1872  are  as  follows : — 


Beeeiptein 


Onstoms       .       -       -       . 
Licences  -        -        -        -        . 
Taxes 

Post  Office       -       -       -        - 
Fines  and  Penalties     - 
Begistering  Deeds    - 
Restoration  of  public  buildings 
Miscellaneous  -        -        -        - 
Balance  from  1870 

.,     1871   -       -       - 

Total 


1871. 


£      «.      d 

938  19    6i 

191  17  11 

366    6    2J 

15    3  104 

24  10  11 

17    4  11 

78 

546 

112 


»  11 
9    04 
5    Ol 
2  llf 


2,286    0    5J 


nn. 


£      t.  d. 

948    2  74 

183  13  11 

288  19  9i 

19  12  IJ 

11  11  4 

8  12  6 

111    8  1 

168  14  li 


1.685  14    5} 


The  Expenditure  for  1872  was  1,631/.  6s.  ^d.y  leaving  a  balance 
at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  carried  forw^d  to  1873  of  54Z.  7s.  9d. 
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Leffislaiion. 

3.  Five  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year  1872. 

No.  1.  An  Odinance  for  making  further  provisions  for  raising  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

No.  2.  An  Ordinance  to  define  certain  duties,  and  to  provide  a 
salary  and  allowance  for  the  President  of  the  Virgin  Islands. 

No.  3.  An  Ordinance  for  granting  a  retiring  allowance  to  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Gibson  Gordon,  of  these  Islands.    . 

No.  4.  An  Ordinance  for  providing  and  regulating  the  salaries 
which  in  future  shall  be  paid  to  the  public  officers  in  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

No.  5.  An  Ordinance  to  fix  a  salary  for  the  President,  and  to  vest 
certain  powers  in  him. 

Births  durinff  the  Tear  1872. 


Year. 

Legitimate. 

District. 

ValM.    1  Femalea. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

A.  -       -       - 

B.  .       -   - 
0.  -       -       - 

D.  -       -   - 

E.  .       -        - 

F.  -        -   - 

1872 
» 

n 
i» 

19 
8 
7 

24 
9 
& 

11 
6 
8 

22 

7 
7 

6 
1 
8 
13 
8 
2 

2 
4 
5 
29 
3 
1 

38 
19 
23 
88 
27 
15 

72 

61 

33 

44 

210 

Deaths  during  the  Year  1872. 


Under  1  year. 

Fromlto 
10  yean. 

From  11  to 
20  years. 

From  21  to 
30  years. 

From  31  to 
40  years. 

H. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.      1      F. 

M. 

F. 

1872 

10 

18 

4 

9 

7 

7 

10 

9 

6 

7 

From  41  to 
60  yean. 

From  51  to 
60  years. 

From  61  to 
70  years. 

upwards  of 
70  years. 

Total. 

H. 

F. 

M.           F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1872 

9 

5 

2 

2 

7 

7 

9 

11 

64 

70 

Beaihs,  1872. 
LBormiATB. 


Males. 

Ftaiales. 

Under    ^* 
13^-   2,Srs. 

From2 

to 
3yean. 

From3   From4 

to           to 
4  years.  5  years. 

Total. 

Under 
lyear. 

Froml 

to 
2  yean. 

From  2 1  From  3 

to           to 
3  yearn '  4  years. 

From4' 

to       TolaL 
6  years. 

8 

— 

— 

3 

1 

12 

7     '     1 

t 

-     1      1 

2 

11 

Illegitimate. 


—         1 


10 


ViBonf 
Islands. 
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Islands.  Cau8e$  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1872. 

Accidental  -  -  -  ,^  % 
Cancer  -        -        -        -     -      1 

Consumption  -  -  -  -  27 
Convulsions  -  -  -  -  -  4 
Dentition           -        ...      4 

Dissipation 2 

Drof»y  -----  10 
Drowning  -  -  -  -  -  3 
Dysentery          ...        -      9 

Fever 20 

Heart  disease     -        -        -        -      4 

Inflammation  -  -  -  -  10 
Injuries  -  -  -  -  -  2 
Jaundice  -  -  -  -  -  2 
Liver  complsdnt  -  -  -  (> 
Natural  decay  from  old  age         -      5 

Paralysis 2 

Stillborn 1. 

Tetanus  -  -  -  -  -  4 
Ulcers       -----      6 

Worms 3 

Madness  -----      1 


134 


Vaccination. 


4.  By  the  surgeon's  Report  of  24th  July  last,  that  no  vaccination 
has  been  carried  on  in  these  Islands  since  1871,  he  also  remarks  that 
he  has  often  applied  for  vaccine  lymph  without  success,  but  he  re- 
ceived some  from  his  predecessor  which,  from  age,  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, and  he  draws  my  attention  to  the  fact,  that  neither  smallpox 
or  other  epidemic  disease  has  occurred  in  these  Islands  since  the 
year  1857. 

5.  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  this  short 
Report,  having  been  obliged  to  pick  out  what  information  I  could 
from  the  Treasury  books,  not  being  myself  acquainted  with  any  of 
the  iacts,  and  the  oflicei^s  from  whom  I  should  expect  information  on 
the  subject  having  been  all  lately  installed  in  oflSce  since  Con- 
federation. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        R.  M.  Hicksok, 

President, 
The  Govemor-in-Chief  of  Leeward  Islands, 
Antigua, 
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GAMBIA.  gambu. 


No  9.  No.  9. 

The  Officer  ADMiNisTBBiNa  the  GrOVBRNifENT  to  The  Eabl 
OF  Carnabvon. 

Sib,  Government  House,  September  23, 1873. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year 
1873,  together  with  my  report  thereon. 

Bevenue. 

The  total  revenue  in  1873  amounted  to  19,3357.  28.  9i.,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  4,5057.  the  produce  of  the  sale  of  New  Zealand 
Bonds,  and  of  Bills  for  5001,  drawn  on  the  Crown  Agents. 

The  actual  receipts  from  all  source,  exclusive  of  those  amounts, 
were  14,3307.  28.  9(2.,  showing  a  decrease,  when  compared  with  the 
revenue  of  the  previous  year,  of  2,919/.  6«.  5d. 


Customs. 

1872. 

1873. 

£        ».     rf. 

£       ». 

d. 

Wine  - 

-    1,452    8    1 

1,166  11 

7 

Spirits 
Tobacco 

-   -    2,094    2    6 

849  13 

1 

-    1,655    0  11 

1,408  14 

9 

Sugar 
Kdah  nuts    - 

-    -       378  14    8 

279    3 

4 

-     1,257    9  11 

761    4  10 

Palm  wine 

-   -       520    4    9 

438    1 

4 

Guns    - 

-       196  16    6 

319    6 

0 

Gunpowder 
Bricks  - 

-    -       123  14    5 

135    8 

2 

84    4    4 

31    0 

5 

Ground  nuts 

-    -    3,249  16    5 

2,882  16 

7 

Hides  - 

83  10    4 

81    6 

6 

Ad  valorem 

-   -    1,483    5  11 

1,534    5 

2 

Quarantine    - 

81  18    0 

67    4 

0 

Tonnage  - 

-    -    1,665  17    0 

1,109  11 

0 

Klotage 

-       555  18    0 

387  12 

0 

£14,883    1    9 

£11,451  18 

9 

The  decrease  is  most  marked  in  the  importation  of  wine,  tobacco, 
and  spirits,  for  which  I  am  unable  to  account,  while  a  slight  increase 
took  place  in  the  articles  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

The  trifling  fluctuations  in  the  other  heads  of  revenue  do  not  call 
for  special  remark. 

Eoi^penditure. 

The  expenditure  of  1873,  amounting  to  24,0687  14d.  9c7.,  exceeds 
that  of  1§72  by  6,1947.  17«.  9(7.  In  this  expenditure,  however,  is 
included  the  sum  of  4,2907.  6s.  2d.  for  the  construction  of  the 
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Oambu.  Colonial  steamer  "St  Mary,"  and  the  expenses  incurred  in  bringing 
her  out  to  the  Settlement,  as  well  as  the  sum  of  1,484/.  15s.  Oa. 
incurred  for  defensive  measures  in  Oombo. 

i  append  a  Table  of  the  comparative  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
1872  and  1873.    (Marked  A.) 

Imj^rt$  and  Eo^ports. 

£  8.         <f. 

The  value  of  the  imports  in  1872  was    -    123,088  12    8 
In  1873 114,404  17  11 


Showing  a  decrease  of     -        -        -    -     £8,688  14  9 

£           8,  d. 

The  total  of  the  exports  in  1872  was      -    127,225  18  5 

In  1873      -        ^        .        .        .        .    110,816  19  3 


Showing  a  decrease  of      .        -        -    .    £16,408  19    2 

Shipping. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  varied  slightly  in  the  two  years  1872- 
1873,  bein^respectively  41,389  and  38,979.  In  the  latter  year  an 
increase  in  British  tonnage  appears  to  the  extent  of  853  tons  ;  it  is, 
however,  to  be  remarked  that  the  cargoes  of  these  vessels,  namely, 
ground  nuts,  are  carried  to  French  ports. 

The  militia  at  McCardiv's  Island  is  composed  of  three  officers  and 
forty  men,  who  are  called  out  for  drill  twenty-eight  days  in  each 
year,  and  for  active  service  whenever  reouired. 

The  militia  at  British  Combo,  under  Ordinance  No.  1,  of  January, 
1873,  consists  of  such  a  number  of  men  as  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient. 

Public  Works. 

The  general  repairs  to  pubKo  buildings  amounted  to  710Z.  9$.  6c2., 
and  the  repairs  to  drains,  &c.,  in  the  town  of  Bathurst,  2612.  13s.  Id. 

Legislature. 

Eleven  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year,  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  was  "  An  Ordinance  for  the  Abolition  of  Imprison- 
ment for  Debt,  and  for  the  Punishment  of  Fraudulent  Debtors." 

Schools. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
schools  of  the  Established  Church*  Besides  the  Colonial  School,  one 
has  been  established  in  Bathurst  and  another  at  Cape  St  Mary ;  the 
two  latter  supported  bv  voluntary  contribution. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  instruction  at  the  three  schools 
is  159.  There  is  also  a  Sunday-school,  the  attendance  at  which 
is  35. 
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Gambia.  There  has  been  some  decrease  in  the  attendance  at  the  Wesleyan 

schools. 

'  The  number  of  scholars  at  the  Boman  Catholic  schools  is  200. 
The  erection  of  a  large  school-room  was  commenced  during  the  year 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission,  assisted  by  contributions  from  the 
public,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  open  to  children  of  all 
denominations. 

Oaob. 

The  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  in  1873,  compared  with 
that  in  1872,  shows  a  decrease  of  24 ;  the  total  commitments  in 
1872,  218;  and  in  1873,  194.  In  1872,  19  of  the  number  com- 
mitted  had  been  previously  convicted  once,  18  twice,  and  5  thrice  or 
more.  In  1873  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  first  two 
classes ;  while  the  third  is  doubled,  2  once,  8  twice,  10  thrice  or  more. 

The  gaol  is  well  ventilated,  and  its  cleanliness  has  been  well 
attended  to. 

Oeneral  Remarks. 

As  I  assumed  the  Administration  late  in  the  year,  a  part  only 
of  my  Report  on  the  general  state  of  the  Settlement  is  from  personal 
observation. 

The  health  of  the  Settlement  was  good ;  the  year  was  not  marked 
by  any  epidemic,  nor  were  there  any  severe  cases  of  fever.  No 
mortality  occurred  among  the  white  residents.  No  disturbances  took 
place  in  the  Settlement  itself;  the  people  were  quiet  and  orderly;  but 
among  the  neighbouring  tribes  the  usual  hostilities,  not  producing 
any  marked  results,  were  carried  on. 

A  treaty  was  negotiated  by  the  Acting  Administrator  with 
Mahmood  Derry  Bah,  Chief  of  6addiboo,  who,  in  consideration  of  a 
subsidy  from  the  Government,  undertook  to  afford  protection  to 
British  subjects  trading  on  the  river,  and  to  give  redress  for  any 
injuries  inflicted  by  person?  under  his  authority. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  y^ear  the  Acting  Administrator, 
being  led  to  believe  from  information  received  that  British  Combo 
was  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the  Marabouts,  adopted  defensive 
measures  to  meet  the  emergency,  which  appear  to  have  been  suc- 
cessful, and  a  treaty  was  negotiated  with  the  head  men  of  the  Combo 
Marabouts,  by  which  they  undertook  to  respect  British  subjects 
and  property.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  appear  to  have  been  fiurly 
observed. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        C.  H.  Kobtright, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Administrator. 

&c.      &c.      &c. 
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CAPE    OF    GOOD    HOPE. 


No.  10. 

aovemor  Sir  H.  Babklt,  K.C.B.,  G.CM.G.,  to 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  July  27,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  for  the  year  1873. 

2.  No  department  havmg  yet  been  organized  for  collecting  and 
reporting  on  the  annual  statistics  of  the  Colony,  I  shall  continue, 
notwithstanding  the  change  in  the  form  of  Government,  to  offer  such 
remarks  as  suggest  themselves  to  my  mind  on  an  examination  of  the 
Betums  transmitted. 

B&venvs  and  Expenditure. 

The  state  of  the  finances  continued  most  satisfactory.  The  total 
receipts  during  the  year,  excluding  loan  transactions,  amounted  to 
l,218,620t,  a  net  increase  of  170,870Z.  over  those  of  1872,  and  a  still 
larger  excess  over  the  amount  estimated.  Nearly  half  the  increase 
arose  under  the  head  of  Customs. 

The  disbursements  from  the  Treasury,  on  the  other  hand,  were  so 
largely  swollen  by  advances  for  the  purchase  of  the  Cape  Town  and 
Wellington  Railway,  for  the  construction  of  other  lines  in  progress, 
and  by  transactions  connected  with  the  reduction  and  consolidation  of 
the  Public  Debt,  that  it  is  diflScult  to  form  any  correct  idea  from  the 
comparative  Returns  for  the  two  years  appended. 

According,  however,  to  the  figures  given  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
in  his  budget  speech,  the  ordinary  expenditure  brought  to  account  in 
1873  was  773,984/.  (or  about  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  beyond  that 
of  1872),  whilst  133,300Z.  remainded  due  at  its  close  on  votes  of  last 
Session,  thus  showing  an  actual  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  of 
upwards  of  30O,000Z. 

Fvhlic  Debt. 

The  effect  of  the  application  of  this  credit  balance  to  the  reduction 
of  the  liabilities  of  the  Colony  was  very  satisfactory,  though  not  at 
first  sight  perceptible  from  the  Return  under  the  above  head,  which 
exhibits,  on  the  contrary,  a  continued  augmentation,  notwithstanding 
that,  to  loans  to  the  amount  of  260,0002.  paid  off  in  1872,  may  now 
be  added  164,000/.  paid  off  during  1873.  This  arises  from  the  issue 
of  debentures  to  the  extent  of  704,500/.  on  account  of  the  purchase 
of  the  Cape  Town  and  Wellington  Railway,  included  for  the  first 
time,  but  which  form  no  real  increase  of  indebtedness,  as  interest 
amounting  to  30,000/.  per  annum  had  been  guaranteed  for  fifty  years 
to  the  company  by  whom  the  line  veas  constructed. 

PuUio  Works. 

The  acquisition  of  this  line  indeed,  which  was  indispensable  to  the 
Colony,  with  a  view  to  railway  extension  from  the  western  districts 
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Q^^^H^^  towards  the  diamond  fields,  promises  to  be  thoroughly  successful 
ooD^PE.  .^  ^  financial  point  of  view,. the  excess  of  receipts  over  working 
expenses  during  the  first  year  having  been  equivalent  to  a  reduction 
of  10,343Z.  in  the  charges  to  which  the  Colonial  Treasury  would  have 
been  liable,  and  that,  too,  in  spite  of  fully  3,000/.  spent  on  new  works, 
or  carried  to  depreciation  fiind. 

This  has  naturally  tended,  in  combination  with  other  causes, 
to  encourage  the  Government  to  proceed  in  earnest  with  railway 
works ;  and,  though  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  at  starting,  in 
procuring  adequate  supplies  of  labour,  and  the  high  price  of  iron  in 
Great  Britain  prevented  rapid  progress  last  year  on  the  two  lines 
in  course  of  construction,  surveys  were  set  on  foot,  in  various  direc- 
tions, under  the  charge  of  engineers  of  experience  sent  out  from 
home,  and  my  advisers  were  thus  enabled  to  submit  to  Parliament  this 
Session  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  railway  construction,  embracing 
altogether  800  additional  miles,  estimated  to  cost  in  the  aggregate 
4,800,OOOZ. 

This  scheme,  which  but  a  few  years  ago  would  have  been  deemed 
extravagant  and  visionary,  has  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of  all 
parties.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  world 
where  railways  are  so  essential  as  in  this  country,  which  possesses  no 
navigable  rivers  or  canals,  and  where  in  dry  seasons  the  ordinary 
means  of  transport,  by  ox-waggon,  at  once  break  down  ;  and  it  seems 
clear,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  present  financial  prosperity  of  the 
Cape  Colony  is  such  as  fully  to  warrant  the  undertaking  being 
entered  on. 

The  outlay  will  be  spread  over  at  least  five  years ;  the  amount  at 
present  receivable  from  land  revenue  (250,000*.  per  annum),  though 
not  specially  appropriated  to  the  service,  being,  however,  adequate  to 
meet  the  interest,  at  4J  per  cent,  on  the  four  millions  sterling  to 
be  borrowed,  even  if  the  whole  loan  had  been  at  once  contracted. 

Another  important  acquisition  made  by  the  Colony  in  1873,  con- 
sisted of  the  entire  property  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Telegraph 
Company,  on  account  of  which  41,1237.  was  paid,  while  a  return  of 
nearly  2,000t  was  realized  by  the  working. 

Contracts  for  extending  the  telegraphic  lines  thus  purchased  to  the 
Orange  River  were  at  once  entered  into ;  and  before  the  close  of  the 
year,  considerable  progress  had  been  made. 

A  contaract  was  also  entered  into,  under  authority  of  an  Act  passed 
last  Session,  with  Hooper's  Company,  for  laying  a  Submarine  Cable 
from  Port  Elizabeth,  vi&  Natal  and  Mauritius,  to  Aden,  but  owing  to 
delays  in  connection  with  the  last-named  Colony  no  commencement 
could  be  made. 

Other  public  works,  such  as  roads,  bridges,  and  the  improvement  of 
the  harbours  on  the  eastern  coast,  were  pushed  forward  with  spirit, 
though  the  difficulties  attendant  on  obtaining  steady  labour  and 
materials  stood  much  in  the  way. 

Population,  Edueaiion,  Crime. 

The  only  Returns  available  under  the  first  head  are  those  of  1865, 
but  an  Act  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  passed  to  authorize  the  taking 
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of  a  census  on  the  expiration  of  the  decade  next  year,  which  will,  I    rJ9^^^ 
trust,  supply  the  authentic  particulars  so  much  wanted.  "       *' 

For  tne  first  time  for  many  years  a  considerable  sum  ^26,000Z.) 
was  applied  to  the  introduction  of  immigrants,  chiefly  artisans  and 
labourers  for  the  Government  railways,  Siough  regulations  for  pro- 
moting asasted  immigration  were  likewise  published.  It  is  evident 
that  if  the  Colony  is  to  continue  its  present  rate  of  progress,  this 
policy  must  be  persevered  in. 

The  interesting  Report  of  the  Superintendent-General  of  Education 
shows  that  there  were  in  operation,  under  his  supervision,  540  schools 
and  industrial  institutions,  which  were  attended  by  49,660  children  of 
all  classes  during  some  portion  of  the  year.  As  compared  with  1872, 
this  was  an  increase  of  26  schools,  and  3,415  children  at  school.  Of 
the  children  thus  educated,  51  per  cent  were  boys,  49  per  cent  ffirls. 

During  the  year  the  direction  of  the  native  schools  in  Basutoland 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent^Greneral,  the  expense, 
however,  being  still  met  firom  the  revenue  of  that  territory.  As  there 
are  44  schools  connected  with  the  Paris  Evangelical  Mission  alone, 
attended  by  1,983  children,  this  is  a  step  of  no  small  importance. 
Dr.  Dale  had  already  undertaken  the  superintendence  of  an  equal 
number  of  native  schools,  attended  by  8,713  children,  lying  beyond 
the  colonial  boundary  in  the  locations  inhabited  chiefly  by  Fingoes 
and  Tambookies ;  and  he  states  that  the  demand  for  elementary 
instruction,  even  among  the  Gkdekas  under  Ereli,  and  still  remoter 
tribes,  is  urgent. 

As  he  jtistly  remarks,  the  policy  of  extending  English  education 
along  with  the  civilizing  influences  of  Christain  training  throughout 
these  regions,  whether  regarded  from  a  social  or  political  standpoint, 
can  be  questioned  by  none« 

With  respect  to  higher  education,  the  anomalous  position  of  the 
various  Colleges  in  the  Colony,  as  regards  grants  from  the  Public 
Treasury,  did  not  es(»ipe  the  attention  of  mv  advisers,  whose  efibrts, 
however,  were,  in  the  first  instance,  directed  to  the  passing  of  Act 
No.  16,  of  1873,  for  tfie  incorporation  of  a  Colonial  University,  in 
connection  with  whose  examinations  these  collegiate  institutions  may 
be  extended  and  improved. 

Crime  was  not  on  the  increase  during  the  year.  The  annual  Report 
of  the  Convict  Establishments  shows  the  admission  of  587  newly- 
sentenced  men,  as  against  645  in  1872,  while  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  number  in  confinement  had  fallen  from  974  to  854. 

As  a  comparison  of  the  number  in  confinement  in  the  District 
Prisons  at  the  same  date  in  the  two  years  shows  an  increase  from  887 
to  955,  too  much  stress  should  not  be  laid  on  the  foregoing  reduction. 

Six  men  were  sentenced  to  death  for  murder,  though  <mly  one  was 
executed. 

They  present  no  feature  of  novelty ;  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  some 
addition  is  being  made  to  the  accommodation  at  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital,  in  Cape  Town,  the  overcrowding  of  which  has  in  former 
years  given  rise  to  remarks,  while  it  has  been  at  len^h  decided  to 
poceed  with  the  works  for  extending  the  Lunatic  Asylum  on  Bobben 
Island,  as  well  as  those  at  the  new  asylum  for  the  eastern  districts  at 
Graham's  Town. 
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Oapbof 

Gooi>  HoPB.  Shippinff,  Imports  and  Exports,  &c. 

The  commercial  Btatistics  of  the  Colony  in  1873  show  somewhat 
less  favourably  than  they  did  in  the  year  preceding.  Little  or  no 
rain  fell  during  the  latter  six  months  of  it  m  the  eastern,  as  well  as 
in  many  of  the  western  districts,  and  this  drought  seriously  affected 
farming  operations,  the  sheep  especially  suffering  greatly,  thousands 
dying  for  want  of  pasturage  and  water,  so  that  the  production  of 
wool  considerably  decreased. 

The  trade  of  Griqualand  West  was  also  much  depressed,  owing  to 
the  low  price  of  diamonds  prevalent  in  Europe ;  and  this,  of  course, 
reacted  on  its  mercantile  transactions  in  this  Colony. 

The  effect,  as  regards  shipping,  is  not  apparent ;  for  though  the 
number  of  vessels  entered  both  inwards  and  outwards  vrith  cargo 
was  a  few  less,  the  aggregate  tonnage  was  conddreably  larger. 

Neither  did  the  drou^t  tell  upon  the  imports.  Tor  it  will  be  seen 
on  the  contrary,  from  the-  summary  of  the  Customs  Betums,  that 
their  value  ^excluding  specie)  rose  from  4,388,728/.  to  5,130,0687.,  or 
close  upon  three  quarters  of  a  million  sterling.  It  is  clear  that  this 
was  not  due  to  speculative  operations,  since  the  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  goods  entered  for  consumption  in  1873  was  even  greater, 
amounting  to  832,0357. 

In  the  importation  of  specie  there  was  a  diminution  to  the  large 
extent  of  1,478,6537.,  accompanied  by  a  small  increase  in  the  amount 
exported. 

This  merely  denotes,  however,  I  imagine,  that  more  than  enough 
coin  had  previously  been  brought  into  the  Colony  for  the  purdiase  of 
diamonds,  an  operation  now  mainly  eflfected  by  means  of  notes,  and 
that  the  banks  were  under  no  obligation  to  augment  their  reserves 
in  order  to  meet  their  circulation. 

That  circulation,  indeed,  was  somewhat  reduced  towards  the  close 
of  the  year  by  the  restricted  accommodation  afforded  to  their  cus- 
tomers. It  amounted,  on  the  31st  December,  1873,  to  1,034,0807., 
as  against  1,084,0727.  at  the  same  period  of  1872.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  value  of  exports  is  stated  at  3,907,9117.,  or  1683,1607.  less 
than  in  1872,  the  decrease  in  wool  alone  equalling  547,3487.  The 
Customs  Returns,  however,  must  be  held  not  to  include  the  value  of 
diamonds,  which  figure  for  only  25,2857.,  against  306,0417.  in  the 
previous  year.  Neither  amount  gives  any  real  clue  to  the  extent  of 
the  exportation,  as  they  are  sent  chiefly  by  private  hand  or  through 
the  Post  OflSce.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  tne  Cape  Town  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  it  is  stated  that  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing 
that  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  worth  of  diamonds  were  for- 
warded by  post  As  this  is  the  same  amount  calculated  on  by  the 
Chamber  in  the  preceding  year,  while  there  can  be  no  doubt  prices 
at  home  ruled  lower,  and  finds  were  not  so  large,  this  must  either  be 
an  over-estimate,  or  the  previous  one  was  too  low.  Little  more,  in 
fact,  is  known  than  that  re^stered  letters,  weighing  on  an  average 
10  lb.,  are  sent  by  each  mail  steamer,  the  relative  proportion  between 
the  weight  of  the  packa^^es  and  that  of  then*  precious  contents  being 
kept  carefully  secret  I  may  add  that  it  was  recenty  asserted  in  the 
Griqualand  West  Legidative   Council  that  the  famous  Colesberg 
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£opje  alone  had  yielded  no  less  than  two  millions'  worth  of  diamonds    q^^V*^ 
last  year.  

If  even  the  lower  amount  be  added  to  the  value  of  other  exports, 
the  total  will  be  found  just  about  equal  to  the  value  of  the  imports^ 
specie  included. 

The  decrease  in  the  export  trade  of  the  Colony  was  not  therefore 
of  any  serious  consequence. 

Concluding  Bemarlcs. 

The  Parliamentary  Session,  the  first  under  responsible  Government, 
passed  off  quietly.  No  attempt  was  made  to  displace  the  Ministry 
installed  by  me  in  office  on  the  Royal  Assent  bein^  given  to  the  Con- 
stitution Amendment  Act;  and  a  fair  amount  of  legislative  business 
was  transacted  far  more  smoothly  and  rapidly  than  under  the  old 
system. 

Being  defeated,  however,  towards  the  close  of  the  Session  by  a 
small  majority  in  the  Legislative  Council  with  regard  to  a  Bill  which 
they  had  introduced  for  altering  the  electoral  divisions  for  that  body, 
my  advisers  deemed  it  expedient  that  a  dissolution  of  Parliament 
should  take  place,  notwithstanding  the  Assembly  had  still  another 
year  to  run,  it  not  being  competent  to  the  Crown  to  dissolve  the 
Upper,  unless  the  Lower  House  oe  simultaneously  dissolved. 

xhe  result  of  their  appeal  to  the  constituencies  of  both  Houses  has 
proved  quite  as  favourable  as  they  anticipated,  and  the  new  system 
may  be  said  to  be  working  satisfactorily  in  all  respects. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Henry  Barkly, 

&C.     &C.    &c.  Governor. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


GEIQUALAND  WEST. 

No.  11.  No.  11. 

Governor  Sir  H.  Babkly,  K.C.B.,  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town, 
My  Lord,  November  24,  1874. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  Griqualand 
West  for  1873,  which  only  reached  my  hands  on  my  return  to  Cape 
Town. 

'  2.  As  it  was  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  that  Province  as  a 
British  Colony  under  a  separate  form  of  Government,  it  seems  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  much  in  support  of  the  apology  offered  in 
his  covering  letter  by  the  Secretary  to  that  Government,  for  the 
lateness  of  its  compilation  and  the  inmerfection  of  the  returns. 

3.  Some  of  the  most  interesting  Schedules  indeed  furnished  from 
other  Colonies,  such  as  those  regarding  shipping,  imports  and  exports, 
Ac,  &C.,  are  of  course  inapplicable  to  a  country  remote  from  the 
seaboard,  and  the  commercial  statistics  of  which  are  necessarily 
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c^^^w^      interwoven  with  those  of  the  Cape  and  Natal,  but  a  fair  amount  of 
^'^    ^^^    useful  information  on  several  points  will,  nevertheless,  be  found. 

4.  According  to  estimates  put  forward  on  the  spot,  the  diamonds 
raised  during  tne  period  in  question  were  worth  no  less  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  sterling,  which  might  be  taken  to  justify  a  claim 
to  nearly  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  gross  imports  of  the  year  into 
South  Africa.  But  adopting  the  more  moderate  computation  of  the 
Cape  Town  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  set  down  the  value  of  the 
diamonds  shipped  hence  at  one  million  and  a  half,  even  this  would 
denote  a  remarkable  degree  of  prosperity. 

5.  The  population  is  assumed  in  the  Schedule  to  have  been^ 
roundly  speaking,  15,000  whites  and  20,000  blacks,  and,  deducting 
half  a  million  sterling  for  the  wages  of  the  latter,  the  remaining 
million  left  higher  average  earnings  to  the  miners  than  were  made,  I 
imagine,  at  any  existing  gold  field  in  the  world. 

6.  The  continued  decline  in  the  price  of  diamonds  in  the  markets 
of  Europe,  combined  with  the  swamping  of  a  large  number  of  claims 
in  **  Colesberg  Kopje,"  the  principal  mine,  by  unusually  heavy  rains, 
has  caused  much  distress  since  the  commeuQement  of  the  present 
year,  and  led  to  a  considerable  exodus  of  the  population  to  the  Trans- 
Vaal  Gold  Fields  and  elsewhere ;  but,  as  the  mine  has  lately  been 
pumped  free  from  water,  so  as  to  admit  of  a  general  resumption  of 
work,  1  venture  to  hope  that,  when  the  time  arrives  for  the  trans- 
mission of  the  Blue  Book  for  1874,  indications  will  not  be  wanting  of 
some  revival  of  former  prosperity. 

I  have,   &c., 
(Signed)        Henry  Barkly, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Governor. 

&c.     &c.    &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  11. 

Secretary  to  Government's  OfFce,  Kimberley, 
Sib,  November  7,  1874. 

J  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  for  his  Excellency's 
informatron,  and  for  transmission  to  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the  Blue  Book  for  1873,  relating  to  this 
Province,  in  triplicate,  and  in  doing  so  to  express  my  regret  that  its 
despatch  should  have  been  so  long  delayed,  and  that  the  returns 
which  it  embodies  should  be  in  many  ways  so  imperfect.  But  his 
Excellency  is  aware  of  the  present  diflSculty  of  procuring  authentic 
information  of  the  description  required,  in  this  Province,  which  I  trust 
may  prove  suflScient  excuse  both  for  the  delay  and  the  incompleteness 
of  some  of  the  returns. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        John  B.  Currey, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  Secretary  to  Government, 

of  Griqualand  West,  Cape  Town. 
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CEYLON.  ceylox. 


No.  12.  No.  12. 

Acting  Governor  Birch  to  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

The  Pavilion,  Kandy,  Ceylon, 
My  Lord,  August  11,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Slue  Book  of  Ceylon 
for  the  year  1873,  and  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  its  con- 
tents : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

2.  The  revenue  for  1873  was  -        -    1,290,918 

The  expenditure  for  ditto     -        -    -     1,176,259 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure    £114,659 

As  compared  with  1872  the  revenue  of  1873  shows  an  increase  of     S§    § 
116,220/.  2v    "^ 

The  following  are  the  principal  items  of  increase :—  S& 

Customs :  imports  16,6817.,  due  to  the  improvement  of  trade  gene- 
rally. There  has  been  an  increase  on  most  of  the  articles  imported, 
principally  on  cotton  goods,  grain,  malt  liquor,  &c. 

Land  sales,  7,8887.,  attributable  to  the  sale  T)f  large  tracts  of  waste 
land  in  the  Central  Province,  suited  for  coffee  cultivation,  and  to  the 
liigh  prices  realized  for  building  lots  in  the  Western  Province.  The 
highest  price  realized  for  land  suitable  for  coffee  cultivation  was  187. 
the  acre,  and  for  building  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  (Colombo  2647.  the 
acre. 

Land  revenue :  paddy,  6,2667.  Owing  to  a  productive  harvest, 
the  result  of  more  seasonable  weather  in  1873  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Royalty  on  plumbago,  2,4387.  The  trade  in  this  article  has 
considerably  increased  of  late ;  and  owing  to  the  attempts  made  to 
evade  the  payment  of  the  royalty  due  on  plumbago  dug  on  private 
lands,  the  dues  are  now  collected  as  a  royalty  on  the  shipment  of  the 
article. 

Rents  exclusive  of  lands  :  tolls  on  bridges  and  canals,  &c.,  5,0287., 
indicating  increased  traffic,  leading  to  greater  competition  for  toll 
rents. 

Stamps,  general,  11,0017.  Owing  to  the  introduction  of  a  new 
system  m  1873,  under  which  stamp  and  re^stration  fees  for  title 
deeds  are  brought  to  account  of  revenue  instead  of  being  placed  in 
deposit,  the  collections  of  1873  include  the  revenue  proper  of  that 
year,  and  portions  of  the  revenue  of  previous  years.  Postage  stamos, 
2,3697.,  showing  that  these  stamps  are  more  extensively  used  by  tne 
public 

Sale  of  Government  property:  salt,  7,9297.,  owing  to  the  sale  of 
a  larger  quantity  for  export  to  released  districtSi  the  stock  in  the 
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Ceylon.  previous  year  having  been  so  low  that  no  salt  was  available  for  issue 
to  Dhonies.  Colonial  stores,  2,969Z.,  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that, 
on  the  transfer  of  the  Colonial  Store  Department  to  the  new  quarters 
at  Slave  Island,  the  old  and  useless  stock  in  store  was  disposed  of. 

Miscellaneous  receipts :  repayment  for  deficiency  of  troops,  3,670Z. 
In  consequence  of  the  disbandment  of  the  Ceylon  Rifle  Regiment  in 
June,  1873,  and  the  question  of  the  militarv  force  remaming  un- 
settled, the  Colony  continued  to  make  the  full  payment  of  the  mili- 
tary contribution  at  the  rate  of  160,000Z.  per  annum,  and  the  abate- 
ment to  be  paid  by  the  military  authorities  on  account  of  defidency  of 
troops  was  therefore  larger  for  the  year  1872-73  than  the  previous  year. 
Interest  on  Indian  and  local  investments,  6,018^.,  owing  to  the 
second  half-year's  interest  on  Indian  stock  for  1872  having  been 
received  in  1873. 

Railway  receipts,  52,586Z.,  accounted  for  by  the  partial  opening  of 
the  extension  toNawalapitiya,  as  far  as  Gampola,  in  February,  1873, 
and  by  the  larger  coffee  crop  in  that  year. 

The  expenditure  of  1873  was  1,176,259/.,  that  of  1872, 1,062,994Z., 
showing  an  increase  of  113,265/. 

The  increase  under  the  head  of  "Establishments"  amounts  to 
15,790/.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  registration,  the  medical,  police,  and 
railway  departments. 

The  increase  on  pensions,  9,150/.,  is  owing  partly  to  the  pensions 
of  Eandyan  pensioners,  paid  in  1872,  having  been  brought  to  ac- 
count in  1873,  and  to  the  provision  made  for  the  commutation  of 
these  pensions  to  the  amount  of  6,200/.,  and  also  to  the  payment 
from  tne  general  revenue  of  the  Pioneer  pensions,  which  were  for- 
merly defrayed  from  the  Pioneer  Pension  Fund.  There  is  an 
increase  of  2,529/.  under  the  head  of  "  Education,"  owing  to  the 
wider  extension  of  the  grant-in-aid  scheme,  and  to  the  opening 
of  new  schools ;  and  of  2,273/.  under  the  head  of  "  Hospitals, ' 
owing  to  a  larger  expenditure  for  provisions  and  other  necessaries  to 
patients,  and  to  the  increased  number  of  hospitals.  There  is  an 
increase  of  10,281/.  under  the  head  of  "  Works  and  Buildings;"  and 
a  decrease  of  4,585/.  on  roads,  streets,  and  bridges.  The  increase 
of  2,160/.  under  the  head  of  "Interest"  includes  a  sum  of  2,000/. 
paid  as  interest  on  the  loan  for  the  extension  of  the  railway  to 
Nawalapitiya.  The  increase  of  30,936/.  on  "Colonial  Store"  is 
chiefly  in  the  expenditure  for  stores  purchased  in  England.  "  Rail- 
way Services  "  shows  an  increase  of  9,467/.  on  account  of  additional 
expenditure  for  working  expenses  consequent  on  the  opening  of  the 
line  fipom  Eandy  to  Gampola,  and  "  Railway  Construction "  an 
increase  of  28,875/.,  which  consists  of  an  instalment  of  30,000/.  from 
the  general  revenue  for  the  Nawalapitiya  extension,  and  3,875/.  on 
account  of  premium  paid  to  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Reid  and 
MitcheU,  for  opening  the  line  as  far  as  Gampola  before  the  contract 
time. 

Assets  and  LidhUUies. 

3.  The  assets  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  December,  1873, 
amounted  to  418,782i,  the  liabilities  to  302,913/.,  showing  an  excess 
of  assets  oyer  liabilities  of  115,868/.    Omitting  from  the  statement  of 
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assets  the  sum  of  3,750Z.  on  account  of  arrears  of  revenue  outstand-  Cbyu)2». 
ing,  and  1,8751.  on  account  of  surcharges  outstanding,  and  deducting 
also  from  the  statement  of  liabilities  tne  item  of  24,9757.  on  account 
of  drafts  outstanding,  the  balance  amounted  to  135,219/.  This  is 
subject  to  a  further  deduction  on  account  of  the  new  copper  coin 
received  from  India  in  1871,  1872,  and  1873,  amounting  to  20,617?., 
reducing  the  balance  available  for  appropriation  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  to  114,6027. 

Imports  and  Exports, 

4.  The  value  of  goods  imported  in  1873,  exclusive  of  specie,  was 
4,649,5677.,  showing  an  increase  of  411,5647.  as  compared  with  that 
of  1872,  which  amounted  to  4,323,7177.  There  was  also  an  increase 
of  2,292,5517.  on  the  exports,  the  value  for  the  two  years  having 
been— 1872,  3,085,5437. ;  1873,  6,378,0957. 

Adding  to  these  the  specie  imported  and  exported,  the  total  value 
of  the  imports  and  exports  of  1873,  as  compared  with  the  precedin*? 
year,  stands  thus : — 

Imports. 

1872  -        .        -        -    5,169,524 

1873  .        .        .    -    5,574,358 

ExpoRl:s. 

1872  ...    -    3,139,060 

1873  -        -        .        .    5,439,591 

The  total  value  of  goods  (exclusive  of  specie)  imported  and  re- 
tained in  the  Colony  during  1873  amounted  to  4,257,9747.,  viz. : — 

£ 
Imports  exclusive  of  specie      -        -    4,649,567 
Deduct  imports  exported    -        -    -       391,593 


Goods  retained      -        -        -  £4,257,974 

The  total  value  of  specie  imported  and  retained  in  the  Island 
during  1873  amounted  to  863,2957.,  viz.  :— 

£ 
Specie  imported        -        -        .        -    924,791 
Ditto  exported 61,496 

Specie  retained  -        -        -£863,295 

The  total  value,  therefore,  of  goods  and  specie  imported  and 
retained  in  the  Island  during  1873  amounted  to  5,121,2697.,  as 
follows :  —  '  . 

£ 
Goods  retained      -        -        .        -    4,257,974 
Specie,  ditto 863,295 

Goods  and  specie  retained        -  £5,121,269 
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Ceyloic. 


The  total  value  of  Ceylon  produce  exported  in  1873  amounted  to 
4,986,502?.;  viz. :—  ^ 


Exports  exclusive  of  specie 
Deduct  imports  exported    - 

Ceylon  produce 


-  5,378,095 

-  391,593 

-  £4^867502 


5.  The  Collector  of  Customs  explains  that  the  great  difference  in 
the  value  of  exports  for  1873,  as  compared  with  1872,  arises  from  the 
average  value  of  coffee  during  last  year  in  this  market  previous  to 
shipment  being  taken  at  4/.  lOs.  for  plantation  and  41  for  native, 
instead  of  21.  14$.  and  21  as  heretofore. 

6.  I  append  to  this  Despatch  a  return  of  exports  of  coffee,  cinna- 
mon, cocoanut  oil,  and  coir  for  the  last  ten  years ;  and  a  return  of  the 
total  value  of  imports  and  exports  (including  specie  and  bullion)  in 
the  years  1871,  1872,  and  1873. 

Pvblio  Works. 

7.  The  total  expenditure  on  public  works  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  317,842,  viz. : —  ^ 

Government  money 245,486 

Road  Ordinance  labour  and  private  contributions      37,114 
Establishments  -        -         -        - .      -        -    -       35,242 


£317,812 


8.  In  the  year  1872  the  expenditure  was  298,322?.,  showing  an 
increase  of  19,520?.  in  1873. 

The  expenditure  is  divided  under  the  following  heads : — 


Government 
Honey. 


Works  and  Buildinos.               ^  £ 

New  works  and  buildings         -        -        -  ^  30,346 

Alterations  and  additions  to  boUdings  •   -  ,  6,614 

Kepairs  to  buildings        -        -        -        -  13,475 

BoADS,  Btbeets,  BRroess,  and  Canals.    \ 

New  roads  -        -        -        -        -        -    -  I  5,195 

Additions  and  improvements  to  raids      -  16,397 

Upkeep  of  roads '  105,494 

New  bridges |  19,663 

Repair  of  bridges 6,389 

Inland  navigation 6,344 

Ibrioation  Works. 

New  works  -        -        •        -        -        -   -  24,778 

Upkeep  works-        -        -        -        -        -  .  1,730 

Departmental  Charges.  i 

FeiTy  boats  -------  172 

General  service 1,423 

Misi'ellaneous 7,460 


Road  Ordinance 

Funds  and 

Private  C(»ntri- 

butions. 


Establishment 


£245,486 


Total. 


£ 
30,346 
6,614 
13,475 


10.738 

17,116 

135,003 

20,907 

6,389 

6.344 


24,778 
1,730 


172 
1,423 
7,565 


282,600 
35,242 


£317.842 
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9.  The  funds  from  which  the  expenditure  has  been  met  are  as      Csjuoy. 
follows : —  

£ 

Supply  Bill 210,701 

First  Supplementary  Bill 19,789 

Second            „                        ,        -        .        .  15             ' 

Unexpended  balance  of  previous  years  -        -    -  32,326 

Road  Ordinance  funds 24,019 

Private  contribution 13,095 

Loan  Board  funds           ^        .        .        .         .  3,980 

Surplus  funds,  1871 2,147 

1873 11,770 

£317,842 

10.  The  following  are  the  chief  items  under  the  head  of  new 
works  and  buildings : — 

New  gaols  at  BaduUa,  Batticaloa,  Puttalam,  Newara, 
Eliya,  Welikada,  Point  Pedro,  Jaffna,  and  Ne- 
gombo  -        - 7,499 

New  hospitals  at  Galle,  Puttalam,  and  Mahaiydwa, 

Kandy -    -    4,595 

Medical  oflScers'  quarters,  Galle,  and  medical  stu- 
dents'quarters,  Colombo  -        -        .        -     1,125 

Purchase  of  a  house  at  Galle  for  a  school  -    -    1,500 

„  at  Nuwera  Eliya  for  use  as 

Queen's  House  and  for  certain  improvements     -     3,194 

Purchase  of  a  house  at  Urugale   for  the  police 

magistrate     -        -        -        -        -        -        -100 

Opening  second  entrance  to  Galle  Fort     -        -    -     1,067 

Operations  in  connection  with  Galle  Harbour        -     1,093 

Export  and  import  jetties  at  Galle  -        -    -     1,716 

Grainshed,  Kankesanturai  -----       423 

Hospital  buildings,  &c.,  in  connection  with  coolie 

immigration    -  .-..--    2,360 

Public  latrines,  Colombo,  Batticaloa,  Jaffna,  Matara, 

and'Galle      -        -      • 1,056 

Water  supply,  Tangalla  -        -        -        -        -    -       564 

Coolie  shed,  Margastola     -----       324 

11.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most  important  of  the  new 
roads  which  were  in  progress  last  year : — 

£ 

Dimbula  Boad  extension 764 

Dik  Oya  Boad 4,605 

Dimbula  Road  to  Ketagal  Oya        -        -        -    -  1,989 

Dikoya  and  Maskeliya  Koad       -        -        -    .     -  1,498 

Improvement,  Dectota  Boad            -        -        -    -  746 

„             Popuressa  Road    -        -        -        -  1,198 

„              BaduUa  and  Batticaloa  Road       -    -  2,844 

Matale  and  Habarana  Road    -        -  2,692 

„              Central  Road,  Jaffna           -         -    -  3,199 
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Cctlok.  12.  Of  new  bridges  the  following  were  the  principal  :— 

£ 

Malwetty,  Oya,  and  Manel  Aar,  on  the  Central 

Boad,  Jaffna  -.-.-.  2,576 

.    ■        Gal  Oya,  on  the  Trincomalee  Boad  -        -    -  2,839 

Belgravia  Bridge 2,406 

Bridges  on  4heJBadulla  and  Batticaloa  Boad     -    -  6,994 

13.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  expenditure  on  irrigation 
orks  during  the  past  year : — 

Eastern  Province. 

£ 

Eestoration  of  Chadiyantalawa  tank          -        -    -  3,122 

Ambara  extension                1,276 

Bukam  tank           ------.  '309 

Pulukanawa  tank        -..-..  1,309 

Sagamatukulam     -        -        -^-        -        --  1,253 

Perivakulum      -        -         -      *  -        •        .        -  236 

Divilane  tank 14 

Mutur  Channel  -------  216 

Channel  Kantalai  tank            192 

Sluice  at  Kehelula      - 43 

Southern  Province. 

Elawela  tank  and  channels 5,178 

Degoda  tank 106 

Udukeriwila  tank       ---'...  2  301 

Tissa  Maha  Bama  tank  - l'o45 

Baluwila  and  Uduwa  channels     -        -        -        .  '594 

Urapola  annicut    ---...-  244 

Head  sluice  on  channel  from  Kirima  to  Sapugoda  -  59 

Pettre  annicut  ----.-.  453 

Wehelle  tank         ----...  65 

,                     Channel  from  Halie  Ela  to  Urupola     -        -        -  1,004 

Erecting  two  aqueducts,  Kongala  Aar-     -        -    -  20 

Sluice  at  Beruwala  Matara           -        .        •        .  10 

North-Western  Province. 

Bestoration  of  Magalawewa      -        -        .        -    -  1 376 
Wenoruwewa       -------    '424 

Bebuilding  masonry  works,  Galkulam        -        -    -       31 
Dedura  Oya  Channel 30 

Central  Province. 

Horaboruwava             ----..  270 

Kadawuwa              ----..-  220 

Butale  Ela  headworks          -        -        -        -        -  25 

£21,430 
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Government  Houses  at  Columbo,  Kandy,  and 
NuwERA  Eliya. 

14.  The  following  are  the  Eeports  of  the  Director  of  Public  Works 
on  these  buildings : — 

Q^een'8  Hcmse,  Colombo. 

The  roofing  over  the  drawing-room  has  just  been  covered  with 
sheet  iron.  In  all  other  respects,  as  regards  essentials,  the  building 
is  in  fair  order ;  but  settlement  of  the  long-pending  matter  of  railing 
and  gates  along  the  boundary  is  still  necessary. 

Pavilion,  Kandy. 

The  roof  of  the  back  verandah  is  very  leaky,  and  requires  recon- 
structing. Several  slight  repairs  are  also  required  to  the  offices.  In 
other  respects  all  the  buildings  are  in  good  condition. 

Cottage,  Nwvera  Eliya. 

Out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Queen's  House  at  Gallc 
3,500?.,  a  building,  together  with  some  furniture,  has  been  purchased 
at  Nuwera  Eliya  as  a  reddence  for  the  Governor,  for  the  sum 
of  2,600Z.,  as  reported  in  Mr.  Gregory's  Despatch  of  the  15th 
October,  1872.  It  required  certain  repairs,  which  are  now  in 
progress. 

Survey  Department 

15.  The  Surveyor-General  reports  that  the  amount  realized  by  the 
sale  of  Crown  lands  in  1873  was  higher  than  in  any  previour  year, 
the  high  prices  of  coffee  in  the  United  Kingdom  inducing  speculation, 
which  raised  the  value  of  land  suitable  for  coffee  cultivation  in  this 
Island.  3,012  lots  containing  in  extent  23,645  acres,  were  dis- 
posed of  for  95,814Z.,  or  at  an  average  rate  of  41  Is.  per  acre,  ex- 
clusive of  survey  fees,  which  amounted  to  5,028?.  Certificates  were 
given  for  1,961  lots,  containing  30,896  acres,  the  survey  fees  on 
v^hich  realized  2,244Z.  The  fees  received  on  account  of  Temple  land 
surveys  amounted  to  5992.,  and  those  for  tracings  to  344Z. 

16.  The  total  number  of  lots  alienated  from  the  Crown  was  4,973, 
comprising  54,542  acres,  and  the  total  sum  realized  by  land  sales  and 
fees  amounted  to  102,778Z.  This  sum  exceeds  by  26,211?.  the 
highest  limit  ever  before  obtwned,  viz.  in  1864,  when  the  sum  of 
76,567Z.  was  realized. 

17.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  sales  in  the  different 
provinces : — 


Ceylon. 


ProTlnces. 

No.  of  Lots. 

Extent. 

Porchase 
Amount.* 

per  acre. 

Fcesrf 

Cential      -        -        - 
Wertem        -        -   - 
EasterD     - 
Southern       -        -    - 
Northern  -        -       - 
North-Weatem     -   - 

630 
1,045 
602 
523 
121 
91 

acrei. 

12,164 

5,828 

3,981 

1.029 

329 

314 

64.064 

18,696 

9.242 

2.714 

647 

451 

£    «.     d. 

5  6  Hi 

3    4    2 
2    6    5} 
2  12    9 
1  19    3} 
1    8  10 

£ 

2,058 

1.411 

1,044 

322 

102 

91 

3,012 

23,645 

95,814 

4    1    0           5,028 
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Oetlow.  18.  The  expenses  of  the  Department  amounted  to  27,4377.,  of 

which  6,764Z.  were  expended  on  the  survey  of  China  lands,  Mahara 
and  Colombo  Branch  Railway  lines,  &c.,  Nawalapitiya  Railway, 
meteorological  observations,  town  and  temple  land  surveys,  surveys 
for  irrigation  purposes  and  other  miscellaneous  work,  leaving  20,6737. 
as  the  expenditure  on  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Department. 

Railway. 

19.  The  branch  line  between  Peradeniya  and  Qampola,  7|  miles 
in  length,  was  opened  for  passenger  traffic  on  the  15th  January,  and 
for  goods  traffic  on  the  1st  Februarv,  1873.  The  average  number  of 
miles  of  line  open  for  traffic  in  1875  was  therefore  82  against  74 J  in 
1872. 

20.  The  gross  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  238,4507.,  viz. 
main  line,  226,1727. ;  branch  line,  12,2787. ;  and  the  working  expenses 
to  88,9857.,  viz.  main  line,  83,5487. ;  branch  line,  5,437 ;  showing  a 
profit  in  the  year  of  149,4657.  In  1872  the  gross  receipts  were 
186,7497.,  which,  compared  with  the  main  line  receipts  in  1873,  leave 
a  balance  in  favour  of  the  latter  year  of  39,4237.  The  working 
expenses  on  the  main  line  in  1873  exceeded  the  expenditure  of  1872 
(73,808)  by  9,7407. 

21.  The  number  of  passengers  in  1873  was  644,374  against  358,651 
in  1872.  Of  those  booked  in  1873,  259,753  travelled  to  and  from 
Gampola. 

22.  The  tonnage  of  goods  carried  was  171,193  against  138,429  iu 
1872. 

23.  The  total  amount  expended  on  the  construction  of  the  Nawa- 
lapitiya branch  line  to  3l8t  December,  1873,  was  235,1047.,  inclusive 
of  3,8757.  premium  paid  to  the  contractors  for  completing  the  Pera- 
deniya and  Gampola  section  of  7J  miles  before  the  time  allowed  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract. 

This  amount  was  paid  from  the  following  sources : — 

£ 

From  general  revenue       ' 54,264 

„     surjplus  funds 129,000 

By  sale  of  debentures 40,195 

Pioneer  Pension  Fund 20,923 


*£244,382 


24.  The  only  interruption  to  traffic,  for  about  twelve  hours,  was 
on  the  24th  May,  and  was  caused  by  a  small  wash-away  near  the  2l8t 
mile. 

Leffislatioji. 

25.  Twenty-three  Ordinances  were  passed  in  the  year  1873.  Of 
these  seven,  which  were  enacted  in  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
belong  to  the  Session  of  1872,  which  was  extended  beyond  that  year. 
One,  No.  8,  was  passed  at  an  extraordinary  Session  held  in  June ; 
and  the  remaining  fifteen  during  the  regular  Session  of  the  year. 

Ordinance  No.  1  of  1873,  "relating  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
"  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  their  estates,"  was  introduced  in  con- 
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sequence  of  certain  practical  inconvenience  felt  in  the  working  of  the      Cetlok. 
former  enactments  on  the  subject 

No.  2  amends  the  Paddy  Cultivation  Ordinance,  1867.  The 
following  extract  from  the  Keport  of  the  Sub-committee  of  the 
Lefflslative  Council  on  the  Bill  explains  the  principal  points  on 
which  the  enactment  of  1867  has  been  amended  by  tne  subsequent 
Ordinance : — 

1.  It  gives  the  proprietors  the  option  of  commuting  the  payment 
by  ten  annual  instalments  of  the  sum  expended  by  the  Government  in 
the  execution  of  any  work  for  a  payment  in  perpetuity  for  interest  on 
the  sum  so  expended  and  up-keep,  the  cost  of  which  will  be  borne  by 
the  Government,  such  payment  not  to  exceed  a  rupee  an  acre,  or  in 
the  aggregate  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  cost  of  the .  work. 
This  option  may  be  exercised  as  well  in  respect  of  ^works  to  be  here- 
after constructed,  as  of  those  already  constructed  or  now  in  course  of 
construction. 

2.  The  payment  either  of  the  ten  annual  instalments  or  of  the 
charge  in  perpetuity  may  be  made  in  kind. instead  of  in  money. 

3.  Power  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Government  to  construct 
irrigation  works  in  districts  in  which,  owing  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  to  any  other  cause,  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
are  not  deemed  applicable.  For  this  purpose  the  Governor  may  pro- 
claim any  district,  to  be  an  "  irrigated  district,"  and  proceed  to  con- 
struct, with  such  sums  as  the  Legislative  Council  may  vote  therefor^ 
the  necessary  works  for  restoring  and  completing  the  irrigation  sys- 
tem of  such  district,  and  in  constructing  and  repairing  the  tanks, 
sluices,  channels,  and  other  works  requisite  for  the  storing  and  dis- 
tribution of  water.  As  soon  as  such  works  are  completed,  the  district 
becomes  liable  to  a  charge  not  exceeding  seven  and  a  half  per  centum 
on  the  gross  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Government;  provided, 
however,  that  such  charge  does  not  exceed  a  rupee  an  acre.  The 
Governor  is  further  empowered  to  levy  a  lower  rate  than  the  general 
one  of  the  district  as  regards  any  fields  in  respect  of  which  it  shall  be 
made  apparent  to  him  that  such  general  rate  represents  more  than 
seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  that  portion  of  the  gross  expenditure 
by  which  the  fields  in  question  are  benefited. 

4.  Ay  questions  under  the  Ordinance  of  1867  are  to  be  decided 
by  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  present,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy, 
at  meetings  to  be  convened  for  tnat  purpose.  The  Ordinance  No.  2 
of  1873  provides  that  the  majority  should  represent  at  least  one-third 
of  the  average  benefited  by  the  irrigation  work  of  the  district.  If 
they  do  not  represent  one-third,  then  the  votes  of  the  proprietors  re- 
presenting two-thirds  of  the  acreage  to  be  benefited  shall  constitute 
the  majority. 

No.  3  makes  provision  for  the  contingent  services  of  the  year  1873. 

No.  4,  •*  To  faciUtate  the  recovery  of  the  sums  assessed  under  the 
"  Branch  Roads  Ordinance,  1866,"  was  introduced  in  consequence  of 
the  inconvenience  to  which  planters  were  subjected  by  the  default  of 
one  or  two  individuals  who  withheld  the  contributions  due  by  them  for 
the  construction  of  a  road,  in  consequence  of  which  the  progress  of 
works  of  vital  importance  to  the  district  has  on  many  occasions  been 
arrested. 
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Ceylon.  jq-Q,  5^  «  To  facilitate  the  construction  and  regulate  the  working  of 

"  tramways  in  Ceylon,"  gives  the  promoters  of  a  scheme  for  the  con- 
struction of  tramways  in  Colombo  the  legal  powers  to  carry  on  the 
undertaking. 

No.  6  prescribes  the  order  in  which  the  property  of  public  de- 
faulters may,  in  certain  cases,  be  seized  and  sold.  The  omission  of 
this  provision  in  former  Ordinances  led  to  inconvenient  results ;  and 
instances  have  occurred  in  which  valuable  property  has  been  seized 
and  sold  for  the  payment  of  trifling  sums  due  on  account  of  tax 
payable  to  the  Government. 

No,  7,  "  For  regulating  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,"  was  called 
for  by  the  large  increase  of  liquor  shops  in  the  Island,  the  use  of 
adulterated  spirits,  and  the  extension  of  drunkenness  throughout  the 
country.  The  Ordinance  lays  down  regulations  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible,  the  evils  arising  from  this  state  of  things. 

Ordinance  No.  8,  "  to  apply  a  portion  of  the  surplus  revenues  of 
past  years  to  works  and  services  of  acknowledged  public  utility,"  was 
passed  at'  an  extraordinary  session  which  was  held  in  June  for  the 
purpose,  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  commence  at  once  the 
works  for  which  votes  are  taken  in  it 

No.  9  abolishes  the  Pioneer  Pension  Fund,  which  was  found  to  be 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition^  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  the 
money  to  the  extension  of  the  railway  to  Nawalapetiya,  and  makes 
the  Government  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  pensions  to  the  pioneers 
out  of  the  general  revenue.  The  amount  of  the  fund  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer  was  20,923Z.,  the  claims  on  the  same  averaging  2,256Z. 

No.  10,  *'  To  provide  for  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  treating  sick 
coolies  in  Government  hospitals,"  was  introduced  in  consequence  of 
the  diflBculty  experienced  in  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  sick  coolies 
treated  in  Government  hospitals,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  make 
estates  liable  for  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Government  on  this 
account. 

No.  11  provides  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  a  public 
museum  in  Colombo,  for  the  formation  of  which  there  has  been  a 
generally  expressed  desire  on  the  part  of  all  classes  in  the  Island. 

No..  12,  "For  the  prevention  of  accidents  by  gunpowder,"  was 
rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  insuflSciency  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  former  Ordinance. 

Nos.  13,  15,  and  18  are  the  usual  money  bills.  No.  13  provides 
for  expenditure  incurred  and  brought  to  account  in  1872  in  excess  of 
the  votes  allowed  for  the  year ;  No.  15,  for  the  supplementary  con- 
tingent charges  for  the  year  1873 ;  and  No.  18,  for  the  contingent 
services  of  the  year  1874. 

Na  14,  "  relating  to  the  annual  pilgrimage  to  Eataragam,"  was 
passed  with  a  view  to  check  the  evils  arising  lix)m  this  pilgrimage, 
and  to  place  certain  restrictions  on  it,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  con- 
tagious disease.  The  pilgrimage  for  the  year  has  just  taken  place, 
and  the  rules  framed  under  the  powers  given  in  this  Ordinance 
having  been  strictly  enforced,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
everyfiiing  passed  oflF  quietly,  and  no  sickness  occurred  among  the 
several  bands  of  pilgrims  who  attended  this  annual  festival. 

No.  16,  "  To  amend  the  law  relating  to  notaries,"  was  rendered 
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necessary  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ceylox. 
former  Ordinance  in  regard  to  the  examination  and  appointment  of 
persons  to  be  notaries,  and  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  powers  given 
to  the  Governor  and  the  Executive  Council  to  remove  from  office 
notaries  who  were  ^ilty  of  unprofessional  or  improper  conduct,  but 
who  could  not  be  criminally  pursued  in  courts. 

No.  17,  "  Eelatinff  to  carriages  let  for  hire,  and  to  coaches,"  was 
brought  forward  as  me  former  law  was  found  to  be  insufficient  to  put 
an  end  to  certain  laxities  and  irregularities  on  the  part  of  proprietors 
and  drivers  of  carriages  let  for  hire,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make 
further  provision  to  subject  them  to  restrictions  which  are  required 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  and  the  safety  of  the  persons  using 
the  carriages. 

No.  19  was  enacted  to  give  eflTect  to  certain  rules  and  orders  for 
the  admission  of  advocates  to  practise  in  the  Supreme  Court,  wkich 
were  prepared  and  submitted  by  the  judges  of  that  court. 

No.  20,  "  relating  to  the  magisterial  work  of  Municipal  Councils," 
was  introduced  on  the  application  of  the  Municipal  CounciF  of  GtiUe. 
It  empowers  the  Governor  to  relieve  any  municipal  council  from  its 
magisterial  work  on  application ;  and  provides  for  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  councillors  forming  the  bench  of  magistrates  from 
three  to  two.  ♦ 

No.  21,  "to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  sums  due  to  the 
Crown  on  plumbago,"  authorizes  a  duty  of  50  per  cent  per  cwt 
being  levied  as  a  royalty  upon  plumbago  exported  beyond  seas,  in 
substitution  of  the  royalty  formerly  levied  on  plumbago  dug  on 
private  lands ;  a  measure  which  was  called  for  in  consequence  oi  the 
attempts  made  to  evade  these  payments  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  check. 

No.  22  makes  certain  amendments  in  '^  the  licensing  Ordinance, 
"  1873,"  which  it  was  necessary  to  bring  forward  to  meet  evasions  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  attempted  by  parties  interested  in  the 
liquor  trade. 

No.  23  makes  certain  amendments  in  '^  the  Branch  Eoads  Ordi- 
"  nance,  1866,"  to  meet  the  complaints  of  proprietors  of  certain  estates 
of  the  hardship  to  which  they  were  subjected  by  the  mode  adopted  by 
the  Provincial  Road  Committee  of  the  Central  Province  of  assesnng 
estates  for  the  repair  of  branch  roads. 

Public  Health. 

26.  The  Principal  Civil  Medical  Officer  reports  that  the  health  of 
the  country  during  the  year  has  been  unusually  ^ood ;  and  that  the 
Island  has  been  remarkably  free  of  epidemic  disease.  Fever  pre- 
vailed only  to  a  small  extent.  There  were  only  25  cases  of  cholera, 
of  which  15  were  in  the  Southern  Province.  All  were  due  to  local 
causes,  and  were  sporadic  in  character.  Smallpox  did  not  prevail  in 
an  epidemic  form.  The  total  number  of  cases  was  506,  the  majority 
of  wnich  occurred  in  the  Northern  Province. 

27.  The  number  of  admissions  into  the  several  Government  hospitals 
was  larger  than  that  of  any  previous  year,  the  number  treated  having 
been  12,553,  showing  an  excess  of  1,436  over  that  of  the  previous 
year.    This  may  be  ascribed  to  the  increased  hospital  accommodation 
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(jETLON.       provided^  and  to  the  fact  that  greater  advantage  ia  now  taken  by  the 

native  population  of  the  public  hospitals,  and  European  treatment  in 

sickness. 

The  rate  of  mortality  was,  however,  less  than  that  of  1872,  being 
10-18  against  12*01  in  1872.  The  chief  causes  of  mortality  in 
Ceylon  hospitals  are  stated  by  the  Principal  Civil  Medical  OflScer  to 
be — Ist,  the  large  number  of  estate  coolies  sent  there  with  fatal 
diseases ;  2ndly,  the  vagrants  brought  in  in  their  last  stage  of  illness. 

28.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  treated  in  the  several  gaol  hos- 
pitals was  8,630,  with  a  mortality  of  69  or  1  *  90  per  cent  against 
2,930  in  1872,  with  a  mortality  of  5  •  05  per  cent. 

Edv^caiion. 

29.  The  number  of  schools  supported  by  Government  on  the  31st 
Deeember  last  was  241,  and  the  number  of  pupils  on  the  list  was 
11,598,  the  average  daily  attendance  being  8,946.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  41  schools,  as  compared  with  the  number  in  existence 
in  the  previous  year,  and  there  is  a  corresponding  increase  of  746 
in  the  total  number  of  pupils,  with  an  increase  of  349  in  the  average 
daily  attendance. 

30.  The  expenditure  on  account  of  education,  as  compared  with 
1872,  shows  an  increase  of  2,773/.,  the  total  amount  expended  during 
1873  being  29,531Z. 

31.  The  receipts  in  1873,  under  the  head  of  fees,  &c,  amounted  to 
2,297?.,  being  a  decrease  of  159Z.  as  compared  with  the  sum  received 
in  1872.  This  decrease  is  owing  to  the  transfer  of  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish boys'  schools  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gbspel  and 
the  closing  of  certain  Anglo-vernacular  schools. 

32.  The  number  of  new  schools  regbtered  for  grants-in-aid  during 
the  year  1873  was  133,  and  the  total  number  presented  for  a  grant 
during  the  year  was  528.  The  number  of  children  actually  examined 
under  the  system  of  payments  by  results  was  10,497.  The  number 
of  children  receiving  instruction  in  these  schools  was  32,594.  These 
results  show  an  increase  over  the  year  1872  of  126  schools  and  7,151 
children.  Taking  Government  and  grant  schools  together,  the  total 
number  of  schools  and  school  children  participating  in  the  vote  for 
public  instruction  in  1872  was  602  schools  and  36,295  children; 
whilst  in  1873  the  numbers  were  769  schools  and  44,192  scholars. 

33.  The  returns  from  the  different  missionary  bodies  show  an 
increase  of  72  in  the  number  of  schools  supported  by  them,  and  of 
9,174  in  the  number  of  pupils.  The  JfoUowing  is  an  abstract  of  these 
schools : — 


Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
Church  Missionary  Society  -        -        - 
Wesleyan  ditto        -        -        -        ^        - 
Presbyterians      -        -        -        -        - 
Baptist  Missionary  Society      -        -        - 

Americaa  ditto 

Boman  Cfttholic  ditto      -       -       -  '    - 


[  No.  of  Schools.      No.  of  Pupils. 


190 

9,423 

123 

5,237 

■  145 

7,243 

1 

108 

41 

2,171 

114 

8.196 

,    1^9 

10,217 

783 

42,595 
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34.  The  numbers  in  1872  were  711  schools  and  33,421  pupils.  Ceyu>v, 

35.  The  number  of  private  schools  in  1873  was  393,  with  an  at- 
tendance of  11,935,  showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  1872  of 
28  schools  and  2,500  pupils. 

36.  Prefixed  to  the  Blue  Book  Returns  will  be  found  a  Table, 
giving  a  statistical  view  of  the  progress  of  the  Colony  for  the-  years 
1821  to  1873  inclusive,  and  an  abstract  of  the  principal  statistical 
results  for  the  years  1872  and  1873. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Ear)  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Artiiub  N.  Birch. 

&c.    &c,    &c.. 
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Gorernor  the  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Gbboort,  to  The  Eabl  op 
Cabnabvon. 

Queen's  House,  Colombo,  Ceylon, 
My  Loed,  October  16, 1874. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  speech  delivered 
by  me  on  opening  the  Session  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
14th  instant 

I  have,  Ac^ 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        W.  H.  Gregoby. 

&C.     &c.     &c. 


CrxxoK. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Address  of  His  Excellency  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  W.  H.  Gregory, 
on  opening  the  Session  of  the  Legislative  Council,  Wednesday, 
14th  October,  1874. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Legislativb  Council, 

Fob  the  third  time  I  am  able  to  address  you  in  terms  of 
congratulation  on  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  finances  of  this 
Colony. 

The  revenue  of  1873  was  the  largest  ever  known,  amounting  to 
12,909,180  rupees,  and  the  expenditure  was  11,762,585  rupees, 
leaving  an  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  of  1,146,595  rupees, 
or  a  net  surplus  of  827,025  rupees  after  deducting  819,570  rupees, 
the  unexpended  balances  on  works  in  progress  which  were  carried 
forward  for  expenditure  in  the  current  year. 

By  this  excess  the  cash  balance  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  was  increased  to  1,021,847  rupees,  and  deducting  500,000 
rupees  as  a  reserve,  there  remain  for  disposal  by  Surplus  Funds 
Ordinance  521,847  rupees. 

The  excess  of  actual  over  estimated  revenue  of  1878  amounts  to 
1,409,180  rupees,  which  is  due  principally  to  the  following  items  of 
increase,  viz. : 

Customs,  807,000  rupees :  this  increase  has  been  principally  in 

cotton  goods,  grain,  and  malt  liquor. 
Land  Sales,  374,000  rupees:  this  is  attributabe  to  large  tracts 

of  land  being  sold  at  high  prices  for  coffee  cultivation. 
Stamps,   262,000  rupees:    partly  due  to  short  estimation,  and 
partly  to  the  stamp  and  registration  fees  of  former  years 
being  brought  to  credit  at  once  as  revenue. 
Sale  of  Government  Property,  138,000  rupees:  the  increase  is  in 

the  sale  of  salt  and  also  in  Colonial  stores. 
Bailway,    248,000   rupees:   the  Gampola  Line  was   opened    in 
February,  1873,  and  the  increase  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  ex- 
tension of  this  line. 
The  revenue  returns  for  the  first  eight  months  of  the  current  year 
are  also  favourable,  showing  a  gross  receipt  of  8,805,966  rupees, 
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which  is  hi  excess  of  the  same  period  in  1873  by  384,224  rupees. 
It  is  however  right  that  I  should  mention  that  this  excess  must  in  a 
ffreat  measure  be  attributed  to  ^>ecial  receipts,  viz.,  101,200  rupees 
from  the  Pearl  Kshery ;  and  270,000  rupees  refund  of  Military  con- 
tributions. 

Still  the  revenue  returns  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  I  beg  to  call 
your  attention  to  their  steady  progress,  year  afier  year,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  figures : 


Bnpees. 

In  1871  - 

-  11,216,790 

1872 

-  -  11,746,980 

1873  - 

-  12,909,180 

I  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  you  some  of  the 

Erincipal  items  which  I  propose  to  insert  m  the  Supplementary 
lupplyBill: 

Bnpees. 
For  the  construction  of  a  railway  to  Moratuwa 

[I  shall  allude  to  this  work  hereafter]    -        -    700,000 
For  completion  of  estimate  for  the  construction 

of  Kalutara  Bridge 150,000 

For  the  brid^ng  of  the  Manndr  and  Mada- 

wachchi  roaS  [to  which  I  refer  hereafter]       -      50,000 
For    a    bridge    over    the   Maha-oya    between 

Nwombo  and  Chilaw 30,000 

For  the  construction  of  a  new  Gaol  at  Kandy    -      70,000 

When  I  closed  the  Session  at  the  end  of  last  year,  the  food 
prospects  of  the  Colony  had  caused  serious  apprehension  to  the 
Government  The  northern  part  of  the  Island  had  not  escaped  the 
excessive  drought  which  had  fallen  so  heavily  on  India.  In  order  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  the  distress  which  then  seemed  but  too  probable, 
we  took  the  step,  after  full  deliberation,  of  purchasing  secretly  a 
certain  amount  ox  rice,  with  the  determination  of  increasing  our  store, 
if  necessary,  and  of  preserving  the  lives  of  the  Queen's  subjects  at 
any  cost.  I  consider  it  was  a  wise  resolve  to  have  made  tnis  pur- 
chase secretly.  Had  it  been  known  that  the  Government  was  in  the 
market  as  an  actual,  and  possibly,  prospective  purchaser,  rice  im- 
portation would  have  received  a  severe  check.  We  could  not  have 
given  any  assurance  to  other  importers  as  to  the  amount  that  we 
might  have  to  purchase,  and  very  serious  results  would  have  probably 
ensued. 

Shortly  after  the  closing  of  Council,  I  determined  to  visit  the 
distressed  districts,  and  after  an  inspection  of  Nuwarakalawiya,  and 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  Northern  Province,  I  was  convinced  that 
though  sufiering  might  be  expected,  no  actual  famine  was  impending. 
The  Government  therefore  reduced  their  intended  purchase  of  rice 
from  30,000  to  20,000  bags. 

A  series  of  useful  works  was  recommended  by  the  Government 
Agents  of  the  North-Central  and  Northern  Provinces,  in  order  to 
give  immediate  employment  in  the  distressed  districts.    These  works 
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were  eagerly  flocked  to  in  the  Northern  Province,  and  I  have  recently       Om^v, 
been  assured  by  Mr.  Twynam,  the  Goyemment  Agent,  that  (to  use 
bis  own  words)  "  they  were  the  saving  of  the  people." 

It  is  gratifying  to  reflect  than  an  alarming  crisis  ha£  thus  been 
successfully  tided  over.  It  was  an  essential  part  of  the  Government 
scheme  of  relief  to  establish  depots  of  rice,  but  it  was  fortunately 
unnecessary  to  do  so.  A  portion  of  the  rice  was  therefore  consumed 
in  the  public  departments,  and  the  rest  has  been  sold.  I  shall  ask 
you  to  provide  for  the  loss,  between  cost  and  selling  price,  in  the 
Supplementary  Supply  Bill  for  this  year,  and  also  for  the  expenditure 
on  relief  works.  These  works,  although  intended  mainly  to  alleviate 
distress,  were  also  designed  as  permanent  improvements  in  opening  up 
a  country  intersected  by  few  roads.  The  Crovemment  has,  however, 
determined  not  to  rest  here,  but  to  make  an  energetic  and  systematic 
eflTort  to  restore  the  condition  of  these  two  fine  Provinces,  the  North- 
Central  and  Northern,  in  which  the  inhabitants,  wanting  means  of 
storing  water,  are  dying  out  from  disease,  the  result  of  bad  water, 
bad  air,  and  insufficient  food.  We  have  commenced  the  restoration 
of  certain  large  tanks  in  the  North-Central  Province,  which,  when 
completed,  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  usual  way.  But  we  have 
advanced  still  further,  and  have  ofiered  most  liberal  terms  to 
cultivators  who  will  assist  themselves.  By  the  aid  of  the  Village 
Communities  Ordinance,  rules  have  been  laid  down  by  the  villagers 
by  which  they  are  to  repair  and  clear  the  bunds  of  their  tanks,  and 
the  Government  in  return  furnishes  them  gratuitously  with  a  sluice 
and  the  skilled  labour  for  constructing  it.  The  extremeW  interesting 
reports  of  the  Ctovemment  Agent  of  the  North-Central  rrovince  and 
of  the  Irrigation  Assistant  wUl  be  laid  before  you,  and  you  will  see 
that  the  cultivators,  now  that  they  understand  the  Government  scheme, 
and  find  they  have  nothing  to  pay  by  accepting  it,  have  taken  it  up 
warmly,  and,  shaking  off  long-engrained  habits  of  indolence,  the 
result,  in  no  small  measure,  of  despair,  are  working  cheerfully  and 
well  in  the  restoration  of  their  village  tanks.  Although  but  a  few 
months  have  elapsed  since  this  scheme  of  restoration  has  been  set  on 
foot,  the  repair  of  37  tanks  under  the  village  system  has  been  com- 
menced. In  ten  of  them  authority  for  the  construction  of  sluices  has 
been  given,  and  in  eight  the  work  is  going  on.  It  is  estimated  that 
if  the  system  be  further  developed,,  about  120  to  150  tanks  might  be 
gradually  improved  every  year,  while  as  many  as  30  or  40  might 
annually  be  provided  with  sluices. 

I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able  shortly  to  extend  the  same  advantages 
to  the  Northern  Province,  which  sorely  requires  aid ;  but  the  sparse- 
ness  of  the  population,  and  the  absence  of  ancestral  influences,  so 
strong  in  the  Kandyan  Districts,  render  the  introduction  of  the  Village 
Council  machinery  impracticable.  You  will  therefore  be  asked  to 
consider  a  short  addition  to  the  Paddy  Cultivation  Ordinance,  giving 
power  to  the  Government  Agent  to  cariy  out  rules  similar  to  those 
passed  by  the  Village  Councils  in  the  North-Central  Province ;  and 
1  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Twynam,  with  his  usual  energy  and  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  people  committed  to  his  charge,  will^ 
under  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Government  Agent 
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CgTLoy.      under  the  new  Bill,  aet  on  foot  the  same  class  of  improvements  which 
are  progressing  00  fiivourably  on  the  other  side  of  his  border. 

It  is  a  gratification  to  me  to  inform  you,  that  every  step  taken  by 
this  Government  as  regards  the  purchase  of  rice,  the  mode  of  pur- 
chasing it,  and  the  disposal  of  it,  together  with  the  plan  for  tlie 
improvement  of  the  Northern  districts,  has  met  with  the  warm 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  whose  sanction  I  shall  lay 
before  you  all  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

Irrigation. 

The  works  going  on  in  the  North-Oentral  Province  have  by  no 
means  diverted  the  Govemmait  from  extending  irrigation  elsewhere, 
whenever  a  proper  case  has  been  made  out. 

In  the  Eastern  Province  work  was  commenced  on  the  magnificent 
tank  of  Kanthalai  in  the  month  of  April,  and  the  repair  of  it  is  pro- 
gressing. The  land  irrigated  by  this  tank  amounts  to  22,000  acres, 
though  in  bad  years  the  storaj^e  supply  will  probably  only  suffice  for 
12,000.  Sudi  is  the  waste  of  water  at  present,  that  scarcely  1,000 
acres  can  be  irrigated  from  the  tank  at  the  end  of  the  dry  season : 
while  for  some  time  after  the  rains  the  fields  are  inundated  by  the 
water  pouring  through  the  sluice.  The  population  is  sparse  at  pre- 
sent, but  there  is  every  reason  to  feel  confident  that  the  prospect  of 
opening  up  fine  land  with  a  constant  supply  of  water  will  attract 
cultivators,  and  that  this  tank  will  play  the  same  part  in  the 
Trincomalee  District  that  Erik4mam  and  Ambarai  have  done  in 
Batticaloa. 

In  the  North-Central  Province  the  repair  of  Ba8sawaku}am  is 
advancing.  The  works  have  however  been  much  retarded  by  the 
long  drought,  which  rendered  earthwork  almost  impracticable.  The 
repair  of  the  tank  of  Mahawcwa  at  Madawachchiya  has  been  also 
commenced.  This  is  a  very  important  station  on  the  North-Central 
road,  at  the  junction  of  the  cross  roads  from  Mannar  and  Trinco- 
malee. A  viUage  and  a  bazaar  at  such  a  point  with  a  plentiful 
supply  of  rice  and  water  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  large  body  of 
Malabar  coolies  going  to  and  coming  from  India ;  and  it  is  proposed 
to  form  a  chain  of  such  villages  along  the  main  road  by  repairing  the 
tanks  at  convenient  distances.  The  survey  of  Elagamuwa,  another 
important  tank  on  the  same  road,  is  now  in  progress,  and  the  repair 
will  be  commenced  next  year.  Another  tauK,  that  of  Relapanawa, 
on  the  Puttalam-Anurddhapura  road,  is  being  surveyed,  and  we  hope 
to  restore  it  also  next  year. 

The  extension  of  irrigation  in  all  directions  is,  as  you  perceive, 
being  rapidly  carried  on  in  this  Province. 

In  the  Southern  Province  the  irrigation  works  in  the  Gane^aboda 
Pattu  will  soon  be  finished,  including  the  tank  of  Ela  Vela  and 
anient  of  Pettr^,  and  though  the  completion  of  the  only  remaining 
anient  at  Alawatugoda  has  hitlierto  been  delayed,  it  has  been  owing 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  water  from  the  river  for  cultivation. 

The  works  at  Tissamaharama  are  being  pushed  on,  but  the  pro- 
gress is  but  slow  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  at  the  close  of  last  Session, 
returns  will  be  laid  before  you  showing  the  total  number  of  irrigation 
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works  undertakeo  under  the  Ordinance  of  1869,  giving  the  original  ^^"^^- 
estimates  and  cost  of  each  work,  together  with  the  return  hitherto 
received  by  Government.  This  document  is  by  no  means  satisfac- 
tory. The  original  estimates  have  in  too  many  instances  been  largely 
exceeded,  and  sums  have  consequently  been  spent  on  works  which, 
had  the  true  cost  been  known  before  they  were  undertaken,  might 
not  have  been  sanctioned.     I  cannot,  however,  attach  blame  to  any 

rrson  connected  with  these  works  for  these  insufficient  estimates, 
blame  the  system.  The  works  were  undertaken  in  a  haphazard 
manner,  without  proper  plans,  surveys,  and  specifications.  The  great 
object  of  the  then  Government  was  to  get  irrigation  set  on  foot 
without  delay.  I  trust,  however,  there  will  be  no  more  serious  irre- 
gularity in  estimates,  as  I  have  issued  strict  orders  that  the  most 
careful  preliminary  plans  shall  be  undertaken  before  an  estimate 
is  presented  to  Government ;  I  have  also  obtained  the  services  for 
five  years  of  five  scientifically  educated  gentlemen,  whose  salaries  are 
paid  out  of  the  Irrigation  Estimate,  and  they  have  been  employed 
in  preparing  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new  works  contem-* 
plated. 

The  recovery  of  instalments  and  water-rate  from  the  land  actually 
receiving  the  benefit  of  irrigation  has  been  unduly  protracted,  but 
the  Government  is  determined  there  shall  be  no  more  trifling  in  the 
matter.  The  collection  of  instalments  and  water-rate  will  be  strictly 
enforced.  In  no  other  part  of  the  East  have  terms,  approaching  in 
liberality  those  which  we  ofier  to  the  cultivators,  been  granted,  and 
no  repudiation  will  be  tolerated. 

The  unfortunate  destruction  of  the  bund  of  the  Denagama  tank  in 
March  will  necessitate  a  further  considerable  expenditure  on  this 
work,  provision  for  which  will  be  made  in  the  Supplementary  Supply 
Bill. 

Bailway  Extension. 

I  shall  not  be  in  a  position  during  the  present  Session  to  lay  before 
you  any  definite  plan  of  railway  extension,  but  I  have  hopes  that  no 
long  period  may  elapse  before  I  again  summon  you  together,  to 
enable  me  to  make  provision  for  an  extension  of  the  present  line. 

I  desire  to  express  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  the  thanks  of  my 
Government  for  the  valuable  report  they  have  prepared  on  the 
extension  from  Ndwalapitiya  to  UVa. 

In  compliance  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Unofficial  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commission,  it  is  my  intention  that  a  trace  shall  be  sought 
from  Kandy  to  BaduUa  by  a  lower  level,  to  serve  the  districts  of 
Hewdbeta,  Maturata,  Walapan^,  and  U(Ja  Pussellawa. 

The  survey  of  the  Southern  Line  is  now  being  proceeded  with,  and, 
from  the  extremely  difficult  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  it  has  to 
be  carried,  will  occupy  a  considerable  time.  The  first  portion  of  it 
has,  however,  been  far  more  rapidly  accomplished  than  1  had  anti- 
cipated, Ratnapura  having  been  already  reached  by  a  trace  involving 
few  engineering  difficulties. 

A  survey  also  with  the  view  of  bringing  M&tale  into  connection 
with  the  main  line,  will  have  to  be  underts^n,  and  I  intend  to  give 
instructions  to  the  surveyors  to  prolong  this  trace  and  run  it  to  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120  PAPERS  EEIiATING  TO 

O'^'^y^'  point  on  the  main  line  between  Polgahawela  and  Rarobukkana: 
Should  this  new  trace  at  a  future  period  be  adopted,  it  would  become 
an  alternative  line  to  Kandy,  or  perhaps  a  substitution  for  the  present 
one.  A  line,  however,  to  Matale  would  test  on  its  own  merits,  and 
be  merely  in  connection  with  the  proposed  trace,  though  not  in  any 
way  mixed  up  with  its  financial  prospects. 

It  is  essential  before  arriving  at  conclusions  as  to  extensions  to 
consider  well  and  examine  thoroughly  our  future  railway  system, 
80  far  as  the  present  condition  of  the  Island  enables  us  to  do  so, 
that  we  may  not  hereafter  have  to  regret  undue  precipitancy  and 
undue  parsimony  from  not  having  instructed  ourselyes  by  means 
of  proper  surveys.  Even  if  it  be  found  that  the  finances  of  the 
Colony  do  not  permit  at  present  of  any  iresh  undertaking,  these 
surveys  would  not  be  money  thrown  away,  but  would  prove  most 
valuaole  guides  and  assistance  in  the  future. 

The  resources  of  the  Department  of  the  Surveyor-General  are, 
I  need  hardly  inform  you,  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  work  thus 
thrown  upon  it,  and  the  result  of  the  abstraction  of  so  many  skilled 
officers  from  it  has  seriously  hampered  the  course  of  its  ordinary 
business.  I  have  therefore,  while  awaiting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee (now  sitting)  as  regards  the  permanent  increase  which  may  be 
requirea  in  the  Survey  Department,  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
send  me  out  five  trained  surveyors. 

With  their  assistance  I  hope  to  complete  a  survey  to  BaduUa 
through  Hewaheta^  and  also  a  survey  to  Mdtale,  within  a  short 
period.  In  the  meanwhile  the  report  of  the  Commission  and  the 
plans  of  the  survey  of  the  Northern  Line  have  been  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  ]#  have  requested  that  a  thoroughly  experienced 
engineer  should  be  sent  out  to  examine  the  ground,  to  check  the 
work,  to  ascertain  if  the  best  line  has  been  selected,  and  to  furnish 
my  Government  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  construction.  It 
would  of  course  save  time,  to  decide  without  any  further  consideration 
on  undertaking  either  the  full  extension  to  U'va  or  the  partial 
extension  to  Dimbula,  and  to  accept  at  once  what  is  called  in  the 
railway  world  "a  sporting  tender;"  the  terms  being  simply  that  the 
contractor  shall  engage  to  construct  a  railway  from  one  point  to 
another  point  touching  at  certain  intermediate  stations.  The  too 
frequent  results  of  these  **  sporting  tenders "  have  fortunately  been 
unfelt  in  this  Island,  but  it  has  often  happened  that  contractors  in 
such  cases  have  executed  and  received  payment  for  the  "  cream  of 
"  the  work,"  and  then  on  a  difierence  arising  have  thrown  up  the 
rest  to  be  executed  by  their  employers  at  a  great  delay  and  heavy 
outlay.  On  the  other  hand,  when  wealthy  and  experienced  con- 
tractors are  secured,  who  intend  and  are  able  to  carry  out  their 
engagement  at  all  costs,  they  naturally  put  on  a  large  margin  to 
cover  all  unforeseen  contingencies.  If  a  work  of  such  magnitude  as 
a  railway  to  U'va  be  determined  on,  no  contract  should  be  engaged 
in  until  after  the  examination  of  the  line  by  an  experienced  engineer, 
who  will  pick  out  the  best  trace,  determine  the  necessary  works,  and 
enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  close  estimate  of  the  cost 

I  shall  ask  you  to  vote  the  amount  required  for  these  surveys  and 
investigations. 
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I  have  heard  complsdnts  that  the  preliminary  inquiries  have  heen  Obtlok. 
extended  over  an  undue  period  of  time ;  hut  I  beg  of  you  to  re- 
member that  when  the  subject  of  railway  extension  to  U'va  was  first 
mooted,  in  1872,  although  warmly  supported  by  some,  it  was  looked 
upon  by  others  either  with  indifference  or  as  a  visionary  speculation, 
on  which  it  was  barely  right  to  expend  the  public  money  in  pre- 
liminary inquiry.  Two  routes — those  which  are  known  as  the 
Northern  and  Southern — had  each  of  them  their  advocates.  A  Com- 
mission was  appointed  to  examine  whether  the  financial  results  to  be 
expected  from  each  line  would  warrant  further  investigatioa  At  the 
close  of  the  year  1872,  on  submitting  the  results  of  their  preliminary 
inquiry,  a  trace  over  both  the  Northern  and  Southern  Lines  was  asked 
for  by  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Government  at  once  acceded  to 
the  request.  The  survey  of  the  Northern  Line  was  first  commenced  in 
January,  1873.  The  diflSculties  the  surveyors  encountered,  the  for- 
midable impediments  which  thev  met  with  at  every  step,  and  which 
at  one  time  seemed  insurmountable,  prevented  the  completion  of  their 
report  till  May  last.  That  report  was  at  once  forwarded  to  the 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  they  lost  no  time  in  sending  in  their 
report  to  the  Government  in  Juna  *  The  30th  June,  1874,  on  which 
day  this  report  was  received,  was  the  first  day  on  which  the  con- 
struction of  a  line  firom  Ndwalapitiva  to  U'va  assumed  the  appearance 
of  a  feasible  undertaking.  The  plans  of  the  survey  and  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  were  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Home 
Government,  and  on  my  arrival  I  at  once  applied  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  an  experienced  railway  engineer  and  a  staff  of 
surveyors.  In  this  I  only  supplemented  the  action  of  the  Admi- 
nistrator, who  had  made  a  similar  application  a  month  previously 
when  remitting  the  surveys.  The  Government  from  the  first  has 
never  ceased  to  advance,  but  they  have  cautiously  secured  every 
forward  step,  and  have  not  allowed  themselves — ^nor  will  they  allow 
themselves — to  be  hurried  into  ill-digested  plans  and  helter-skelter 
Ordinances ;  but,  having  once  arrived  at  a  aecision  upon  the  advice 
of  competent  authorities,  they  will  lose  no  time  in  pressing  to  its  . 
completion  whatever  line  (if  any)  they  may  resolve  on. 

No  class  of  persons  in  this  community  has  so  deep  an  interest  as  the 
coffee  planters,  that  the  Government  should  not  engage  the  future 
revenues  of  the  Colony  except  in  undertakings  which  stand  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  closest  investigation.  Should  a  deficit  arise  hereafter  (and 
it  would  be  in  times  of  depression  ,of  our  staple  produce,  coffee, 
that  such  deficit  would  be  likely  to  arise)  they  should  bear  in  mind 
that  it  will  have  to  be  met  by  increased  taxation,  and  that  the  bulk 
of  that  taxation  would  unquestionably  fall  upon  their  properties, 
for  the  maintenace  and  improvement  of  which  these  costly  railway 
extensions  will  have  been  mainly,  though  not  altogether,  carried 
out 

Had  the  financial  prospects  of  the  Northern  Line  been  unsatisfactory 
and  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  which  I  have  always  laid  down  as 
essential,  the  delay  which  must  occur  from  the  survey  of  the  Southern 
Line  would  have  been  immaterial,  as  it  would  have  been  pretty  dear 
that  neither  line  would  be  a  profitable  undertaking. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  has,  however,  convinced  me  that 
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Cetlok.  ^ijg  undertaking  may  be  looked  on  as  feasible,  provided  the  cost  of 
construction  can  be  kept  down  below  150,000  rupees  per  mile; 

We  have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  point  when  tne  subject  of  gauge 
can  be  considered. 

Assuming  the  cost  of  constructing  a  line  from  Ndwalapifiya  to 
Eosita  in  Dimbula  (25  miles),  at  150,000 -rupees  per  mile,  the  total 
cost  would  be  3,750,000  rupees.  Applying  to  this  rough  calculation 
the  figures  of  the  Commissioners,  the  estimated  profit  is — 

On  land  actually  in  cultivation,  164,308  rupees,  or  4*4  per  cent, 
on  capital  outlay. 

Including  cultivable  lands,  287,224  rupees,  or  7*6  per  cent,  on 
capital  outlay. 

The  cost  of  constructing  a  line  from  Nawalapitiya  to  Haputale 
(75  miles),  at  150,000  rupees  j^qt  mile,  would  be  11,250,000  rupees. 

The  estimated  profit  in  working  is — 

On  land  in  cultivation,  710,656  rupees,  or  6*3  per  cent,  on  capital 
outlay. 

On  cultivable  land,  1,149,419  rupees,  or  10*2  per  cent,  on  capital 
outlay. 

The  mean  of  the  Commissioner^*  estimate  is  4|-  cwt.  per  acre,  the 
acreage  estimated  to  yield  5  cwt.,  being  45,000  acres,  agamst  100,000 
acres  estimated  to  yield  4  cwt.  Undoubtedly,  to  take  4J  cwt,  or 
even  4  cwt.  per  acre,  would  be  a  most  unreliable  estimate  for  the 
whole  Island,  including  as  it  wquld  the  abandoned,  the  semiaban- 
doned,  an4  short-producing  land  in  the  worked-out  districts ;  but  to 
take  4  cwt.  for  the  districts  of  Dikoya,  Dimbula,  and  Maskeliya,  and 
5  cwt  for  U'va,  can  hardly  be  considered  an  over-sanguine  estimate, 
unless  indeed  the  leaf  disease  should  continue  and  extend  its  ravages. 
It  may  no  doubt  be  urged,  that  as  fresh  coffee  comes  in,  the  old  dies 
out ;  but  planters  have  derived  experience  from  the  past.  Coffee 
cultivation  is  conducted  on  principles  very  different  from  those  of 
former  days;  Dimbula,  Dikoya,  and  Maskeliya  are  comparatively 
young,  and  with  such  facilities  for  the  transport  of  manures  as  a  rail- 
way will  afford,  their  producing  power  ought  to  be,  if  not  permanent, 
at  all  events  stable  for  many  years.  The  U'va  districts  are,  on  the 
•  other  hand,  comparatively  old,  and  although  now  practically  beyond 
the  reach  of  manure,  they  are  among  the  most  productive  in  the 
Island.  With  railway  communication  and  consequently  cheapened 
transport  for  manures,  the  present  producing  power  of  this  district 
woula  be  maintained  and  possibly  increased.  The  expediency — in- 
deed the  absolute  necessity — of  getting  up  manures  from  Colombo  to 
the  coffee  districts  has  always  weighed  more  upon  my  mind  than  the 
getting  down  the  produce  of  these  districts  to  Colombo. 

I  am  encouraged  to  hope  that  the  estimates  of  the  Commission  are 
not  unduly  san^ne,  by  bearing  in  mind  the  estimates  on  which  the 
extension  to  Nawalapitiya  rested. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  line  from  Perideniya  to  Ndwalapitiya 
was  2,505,281  rupees. 

The  estimated  profit  in  working  was  206,820  rupees,  inclusive  of 
traflBc  diverted  to  the  main  line,  and  saving  in  the  upkeep  of  roads. 
The  estimated  profit  was  thus  about  8*8  per  cent  on  the  estimated 
capital  outlay.  The  cost  of  constructing  tne  line  from  P^radeniya  to 
Gampola  is  given  by  the  Resident  Engineer,  in  his  report  for  the 
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year  1872,  at  950,000  rupees.  The  profits  from  the  15th  January  to 
Slst  December,  1873 — mty  weeks — were  68,403  rupees,  or  about 
7  •  2  on  the  capital.  If  this  be  th«  return  over  only  a  portion  of  the 
line,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  full  estimate  should  not  be  realized  after 
the  whole  line  has  been  opened,  and  when  it  is  in  working  order. 

.  Such  and  so  favourable  being  the  prospects  of  the  Northern  Line, 
and  assuming  that  the  investigation  of  the  figures  at  home,  and  that 
an  accurate  examination  of  the  trace  by  an  experienced  railway  engi- 
neer, confirm  the  conclusions  to  which  the  report  of  the  Commission 
leads  us,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  interpose  any 
unnecessary  delay  in  coming  to  a  decision.  This  decision  cannot  be 
arrived  at  by  ignoring  the  Southern  route,  but  I  trust  the  report  of 
the  surveyors  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  before  the  en- 
gineer sent  out  from  England  has  gone  over  the  Northern  Line.  I 
shall  then  request  the  Commission  to  consider  whether  a  railroad  short 
of  Passara  can  secure  the  BaduUa  and  Madulsima  traffic,  and  what 
profit  could  be  reckoned  on  by  a  line  between  that  terminus,  or  be- 
tween a  terminus  somewhere  near  Haldummulla  and  Colombo.  The 
reports  of  the  surveyors  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
comparative  difficulty  of  the  two  lines  and  the  working  expenses  of 
each,  and  if  it  shall  be  evident  that  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  a  profitable 
return  from  the  Southern,  it  should  be  at  once  abandoned,  to  avoid 
further  delay.  There  will  be  ample  time  before  the  engineer  has 
completed  his  examination  of  the  Nawalapitiya  extension  to  finish  the 
survey  from  Eandy  to  Badulla  by  H^waheta,  and  consider  the  financial 
prospects  of  a  line  running  through  that  country. 

I  think  it  right  here  to  mention  that  I  take  tne  figures  of  the  Oom- 
mission  as  I  find  them,  but  do  not  hold  myself  responsible  for  them. 

From  the  reports  which  I  have  received  from  the  Provincial  Assist- 
ant of  the  Central  Province  as  to  the  extreme  difficulty  and  expense 
which  will  have  to  be  encountered,  within  two  or  three  years,  when 
the  young  plantations  come  into  frill  bearing,  in  keeping  up  the  Dim- 
bula  and  Dikoya  roads,  I  am  naturally  most  anxious  to  commence  the 
extension  to  Bosita,  which,  undoubtedly,  ought  to  be  made.  But  the 
difficulty  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  this  portion  of  the  proposed  ex- 
tension is  apparent  Should  the  railroad  proceed  no  farther  than 
Dimbula,  I  should  be  loth  to  recommend  a  change  of  gauge ;  should 
it  however  be  carried  on  into  U'va,  a  change  of  gauge  may  be  neces- 
sary. The  main  extension  must  therefore  be  ftdly  investigated  in  the 
first  instance,  and  should  it  not  be  deemed  feasible,  then  the  extension 
to  Dimbula  can  at  once  be  conddered,  and  if  the  project  be  approved 
of  by  the  Government,  the  gauge  determined  on. 

Morafuwa  Line. 

I  shall  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  apply  the  sum  of  700,000  rupees  for 
the  immediate  construction  of  a  railroad  to  Moratuwa.  The  calculations 
of  the  Surveyor-General,  taken  from  the  figures  of  enumerators  sta- 
tioned by  him  on  the  road,  show  such  a  vast  profit  over  expenditure, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  commit  the  Government  to  them,  but  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  line  will  pay  a  very  handsome  interest  upon  ex- 
penditure. Having  enough  ftinds  to  carry  out  other  works  which  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  undertake  at  once,  I  propose  (in  pursuance 
with  the  injunctions  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Granville,  to  vote 
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pKYLoy.  surplus  balances  to  large  works  of  utility)  to  take  a  vote  for  the  full 
amount  in  the  Supplementary  Supply  Bill,  and  if  I  find  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  is  favourable  to  the  undertaking,  I  shall  at  once  apply 
to  the  Colonial  OflSce  for  sanction,  so  that  not  a  day  may  be  unneces- 
sarily lost  in  commencing  this  work. 

I  look  on  this  railroad  as  a  most  valuable  undertaking — valuable  to 
Colombo  from  the  increased  traflSc  it  will  create — valuable  alike  to 
Europeans  who  live  adjacent  to  the  line,  and  to  the  natives  who  will 
be  able  to  bring  in  their  agricultural  produce  and  fish  of  a  morning, 
and  to  return  at  a  very  moderate  fare.  I  trust  that  its  success  wul 
warrant  me  next  year  in  asking  you  to  sanction  its  extension  still 
farther,  until  it  reaches  the  industnous  and  thriving  town  of  Kalutara, 
where  the  new  bridge  will  be  ready  for  it. 

The  length  of  the  proposed  railway  is  11|  miles,  and  the  total 
estimate  for  its  construction,  which  includes  stations  and  rolling  stock, 
is  616,641  rupees,  to  which  add  70,000  rupees,  estimated  as  price  of 
land,  and  the  total  cost  will  be  about  700,000  rupees,  inasmuch  as  I 
contemplate  a  diversion  into  St.  John's  Market,  where  there  will  be  a 
station,  by  which  the  natives  will  greatly  benefit 

I  have  bad  an  alternative  line  examined,  running  from  a  point  near 
Mount  Lavinia  through  the  Cinnamon  Gardens  into  the  Eailway 
Station,  but  it  has  been  reported  on  as  in  every  waj  objectionable. 
The  traffic  would  be  greatly  reduced,  and  the  expenditure  be  greatly 
increased.  The  number  of  level  crossings  to  be  guarded  would  be 
very  great,  and  the  value  of  land  taken  by  that  route  would  be  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  taken  on  the  present 
trace. 

Inconvenience  has  been  apprehended  from  trains  running  so  near 
the  road  of  Galle  Face,  but  care  shall  be  taken  that  the  trains  shall 
not  run  during  the  time  of  evening  drive. 

NdwalapUiya  Extension, 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  interposed  in  the  way  of  opening  this  line.  Continual  rain  and 
the  treacherous  nature  of  the  soil  have  defeated  every  efibrt  of  the 
contractors.  I  trust  that  when  the  line  is  handed  over  lo*us  you  will 
not  forget  that  the  contract  was  taken  at  15,O00Z.  under  own  esti- 
mate, and  that  you  will  permit  the  Government  to  deal  liberally  with 
men  who  have  spared  neither  exertions  nor  money  to  carry  out  their 
engagements  in  the  face  of  obstacles  which  could  never  have  been 
foreseen. 

Breakwater. 

Mr.  Kyle,  the  Resident  Engineer,  was  employed  durine  the  months 
of  July,  August,  and  September,  1873,  in  making  preliminary  ar- 
rangements by  setting  on  foot  the  opening  of  branch  lines  to  convey 
stone  to  the  port,  by  laying  out  the  quarry  at  Mahara,  by  adapting 
Galle  Buck  to  the  rec^uirements  of  the  future  works,  and  also  in  col- 
lecting data  for  the  information  of  Sir  John  Coode.  By  means  of 
these  and  other  data  obtained  by  the  divers,  Sir  John  Coode  was 
enabled  to  mature  bis  plans,  and  to  order  the  immediate  preparation 
of  the  necsssary  machinery.  The  works  at  Mahara  Quarry  have  been 
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completed,  as  also  the  branch  railroads ;  and  when  the  quarry  plant  Oetwit. 
and  wagons  arrive  the  engineers  will  be  able  to  deliver  and  tip  into 
the  sea  cUiily  300  tons  of  rubble.  The  yard  machinery  is  expected 
immediately^  but  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  see  no  prospect  for 
some  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  waggons,  as  the  pattern  waggon  sub- 
mitted by  the  contractor  has  been  condemned  by  the  Inspector  for  the 
Crown  Agents,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  when  others  fulfilling 
tiie  requisite  conditions  will  be  delivered.  Delay  will  be  the  result  of 
this  untoward  drcumstance.  In  the  meanwhile  Mr.  Eyle  will  proceed 
with  the  completion  of  the  works  on  Galle  Buck,  and  as  he  expects  to 
open  bis  communications  with  the  root  of  the  Breakwater  withm  three 
weeks,  the  want  of  waggons  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  arrangement  for  employing  our 
convicts  in  this  work  has  met  witb  success,  as  it  has  been  proved  from 
task-work  that  when  under  proper  discipline  they  are  capable  of 
performing  a  better  day's  work  than  a  free  labourer. 

It  \&  well  that  it  should  be  generally  understood  that  by  the  ar- 
rangements come  to  between  this  Government  and  Sir  John  Coode, 
only  that  part  of  the  Breakwater  which  extends  as  far  as  the  Isaure 
rock  has  been  decided  on.  When  that  section  approaches  com- 
pletion, the  Government  of  the  day  will  have  the  benefit  of  experience 
to  guide  them  as  to  the  direction  and  length  of  the  extension. 

The  Government  has  considered  it  advisable  that,  in  view  of  the 
great  changes  about  to  take  place  in  our  port,  a  plan  should  be  pre- 
pared, showing  the  accommodation  which  can  be  provided,  the  mode 
in  which  it  should  be  distributed,  and  the  various  hues  of  commimica- 
tion  necessaiT  for  traffic.  It  is  far  better  to  proceed  gradually  with 
our  port  buildings  on  a  prearranged  and  carefully  considered  plan, 
than  to  allow  structures  to  be  run  up  here  and  there  on  some  *'  happy- 
go-lucky  "  mode  of  proceeding.  Mr.  Kyle  has  therefore  been  re- 
quested to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the  future  distribution  of  the  ground 
connected  with  the  port,  and  to  accompany  it  with  a  model,  which  I 
shall  take  care  shall  be  made  generally  accessible  in  order  to  afibrd 
opportunity  for  criticism. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  has  been  passed  to  lend  the  Colony  250,000i, 
on  very  liberal  terms,  for  the  construction  of  the  Breakwater,  and  I 
shall  submit  to  you  an  Ordinance  prepared  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  repayment  of  this  sum,  as  soon  as  another  Ordi- 
nance enabling  the  Colony  to  raise  the  balance  required  is  received 
from  England. 

Roads. 

I  have  been  doing  all  in  my  power  to  push  on  useful  extensions  in 
the  oofiee  districts  on  the  grant-in-aid  principle.  I  have  invariably 
contended  that  with  the  view  of  expediting  extensions,  contracts  for 
excavation  and  metalling  ought  to  be  entered  into  with  the  owners  of 
adjacent  plantations,  the  masonry  part  to  be  executed  by  the  Pioneers. 
Difficulties  have,  however,  been  generally  interposed  m  the  way  of 
the  establishment  of  this  principle,  and  the  consequence  has  been 
great  delay  in  completing  these  roads,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the 
Department  of  Works  to  keep  pace  with  the  multifarious  under- 
takmgs  committed  to  it  for  execution  in  every  part  of  the  Colony, 
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Complaints,  too,  by  no  means  without  foundation,  have  been  made  by 
planters,  that  though  thev  have  paid  their  moiety  of  the  cost  of  these 
grant-in-aid  roads,  they  have  had  their  contributions  tied  '^up,  and 
without  any  return,  for  an  unduly  long  period.  In  future,  contracts 
for  cutting  will  be  offered  to  planters  who  have  the  means  of  carrying 
them  out,  and  tiie  wotks  will  thus  be  more  rapidly  completed,  and 
employment  be  given  to  coolies  in  the  slack  season. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  subject  of  complaint  to  which  I  have  referred, 
against  keeping  the  planters'  moietv  locked  up  for  an  undue  len^fth  of 
time  before  the  commencement  of  a  road,  I  shall  only  take  in  the 
Supply  Bill  a  vote  for  on^  grant-in-aid  extension  from  Brownlow  in 
MasKeliya  to  Oruden  Gap,  which  may  be  begun  ere  long,  but  no 
delay  need  occur  in  carrying  out  other  sanctioned  extensions,  should 
you  see  no  objection  to  a  supplementary  vote  being  taken  for  them. 

As  regards  particular  rojeuls,  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the 
difficulties  for  which  the  Government  was  not  responable,  in  the  case 
of  Lemastota-Wellawdya  road,  have  now  been  got  over,  and  there  is 
no  impediment  in  the  way  of  be^ning  it.  Besides  its  utility  to  the 
adjoimng  coffee  estates,  it  will  derive  gre^  importance  from  being 
connected  with  Hambanto^  by  a  new  road,  the  trace  of  which  has 
just  been  completed.  I  propose  to  construct  this  new  road  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  thereby  effect  a  read  v  means  of  communication  between 
the  districts  of  Sabaragamuva  ana  UVa  and  the  salt  stores  of  Ham- 
bantota. 

A  new  and  useful  road  will  have  to  be  constructed  in  the  Pasdun 
E6raM,  to  enable  plumbago  diggers  to  transport  the  ore  to  market  at 
reduced  expense. 

Another  work  of  importance  will  be  an  alteration  in  the  trace  of 
the  present  road  from  Madamp6  to  Rakwdna  and  its  extension  to  the 
summit  of  the  Bulutota  Pass.  This  work  has  frequently  been  asked 
for  by  the  planters  of  that  district,  and  had  they  been  able  to  pay  a 
moiety  of  the  cost,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  long  since  been  con- 
structed. I  have  satisfied  myself  by  personal  inspection  of  the  coffee 
estates  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  planters  are  not  able  to  con- 
tribute to  this  work,  nor  ought  they  be  called  on  to  do  so.  It  is  es- 
sentially an  undertaking  for  the  Government  It  will  be  the  main 
access  to  the  Kukulu  K6ral^,  and  will  ultimately  be  extended  to  the 
Morowak  K6ral6  road,  thereby  opening  direct  communication  between 
the  south  and  centre  of  the  Island.  These  remarks  are  in  accordance 
— indeed  almost  identical — ^with  the  observations  in  my  closing  speech 
of  1873. 

The  bridging  of  the  Northern  road  is  nearly  accomplished,  and 
from  the  accounts  which  reach  me  the  work  has  been  admirably  done. 
This  great  arterial  road,  recently  almost  impassable,  will  be  ere  long 
(as  I  promised  you  in  1872)  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Island.  The 
improvement  of  it  will  be  steadily  pushed  on  till  its  completion  at 
Elephant  Pass,  where  a  stone  causeway  will  be  constructed  by  prison 
labour  at  a  small  expense.  While  the  Pioneers  are  in  the  north,  I 
propose  to  employ  them  in  bridging  the  road  from  Madawachchiya  to 
Manndr,  and  also  in  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  river  on  the  new  road 
to  connect  Mullaittlvu  with  the  Northern  road.  The  road  between 
Madawachchiya  and  Mann&r  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Colony,  and 
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licence  system  the  receipts  have  hitherto  been  small,  although  the  Cgnoy. 
should  be  put  in  order  to  afford  every  accommodation  to  immigrants 
At  present  the  coolies  are  at  times  delayed  for  several  days  by  the 
flooding  of  the  Cheddikulam  Aru.  It  is  highly  desir&ble  that  no 
lime  should  be  lost  in  the  completion  of  the  improvement  of  this  road 
while  the  Pioneers  are  on  the  spot  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Wellopulle,  who  has  shown  such  marked'  ability  in  his  constructions. 

The  last  bridge  recjuired  on  the  Trincomalee  road  is  in  course  of 
construction.  The  Pioneer  force  engaged  on  the  Gal-oya  bridge 
having  completed  the  work  sooner  than  was  anticipated,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  allow  the  bridge  at  Alut-oya  to  be  commenced  at  once  in 
anticipation  of  the  vote  which  you  will  be  asked  to  sanction  in  the 
Supplementary  Supply  Bill. 

A  bridge  over  tne  Maha  Oyo  between  Negombo  and  Chilaw  is  a 
work  long  contemplated.  Owing  to  the  canal  communication  between 
these  towns,  it  has  not  been  hitherto  considered  as  a  work  of  primary 
importance ;  still,  as  rendering  the  high  road  from  Colombo  to  Chilaw 
unbroken  and  tmversable  at  all  seasons,  it  ought  no^  longer  to  be 
delayed. 

Telbgbaph. 

Tou  will  remember  that  last  year  a  motion  was  carried  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  affirming  the  expediency  of  resuming  our  tele- 
graphs, and  I  expressed  my  intention  of  endeavouring,  when  in 
England,  to  give  effect  to  that  vote.  The  advantages  of  resuming 
the  telegraph  were  at  first  sight  calculated  to  dispose  the  Grovernment 
towards  the  policy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion ; 
there  was  apparently  a  considerable  profit ;  and  it  was  supposed  that 
this  profit  might  be  rendered  available  to  increase  the  number  of 
stations  and  r^uce  the  cost  of  messages,  and,  that  by  amalgamating 
the  Post  Office  and  Telegraph  Departments,  larger  salaries  might  be 
given  to  post-holders,  who  should  also  work  the  wires,  aqd  thereby 
enable  the  Government  to  introduce  a  more  highly-educated  class  of 
officials  into  the  amalgamated  department. 

Subsequently,  however,  representations  of  a  very  serious  character 
adverse  to  the  resumption  of  the  telegraph  reached  me,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  mercantile  community  having  turned 
their  attention  to  the  subject,  looked  on  the  proposed  change  with 
disfavour  and  apprehension.  They  were  of  opinion  that  a  consider- 
able time  must^elapse  ere  we  could  get  together  a  number  of  trained 
men ;  that  though  a  competent  head  might  be  obtained  from  England^ 
yet  in  case  of  siekn^s  or  leave  of  absence  the  department  might  fall 
into  Incompetent  hands,  and  serious  inconvenience  be  the  result ; 
above  all  they  deprecated  a  break  in  the  unity  of  management,  and 
consequently  a  breigJt  in  responsibility.  It  could  not  be  (knied,  more- 
over, that  the  Indian  Telegraphic  Department  had  always  at  band 
competent  men  to  fill,  at  the  shortest  notice,  any  vacancy  which  might 
arise.  The  profits  on  which  we  reckoned  would,  if  carefully  analysed 
and  its  various  sets-off  estimated,  prove  much  less  than  it  at  first 
appeared.  Our  telegraphs  have  been  worked  satisfactorily,  and  the 
Indian  Government  has  met  the  wishes  of  thb  Government  by  readily 
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^^^^^  undertaking  those  extensions  which  we  have  pressed  upon  them ;  and 
— what  should  never  be  lost  sight  of — our  messages  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  pass  through  India,  and  we  have  by  our  present  arrangement 
the  benefit  of  one  uniform  system  of  management.  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  balance  of  advantage  inclines  strongly  towards 
leaving  existing  arrangements  unaltered,  and,  without  meaning  any 
discourtesy  to  the  Le^ative  Council,  I  have  so  informed  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  should  have  deferred 
taking  any  step  in  the  matter  without  having  laid  my  views  previously 
before  you,  in  consequence  of  the  vote  of  last  Session,  in  which  I  had 
concurred ;  but  it^was  necessary  for  me  when  in  London  to  come  to  a 
decision,  and  to  announce  that  decision  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  in  a  conference  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
renewal  of  the  cable  between  India  and  Ceylon. 
.  I  therefore  notified  to  the  Indian  Gbvemment  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  resume  our  telegraphs,  and  I  have  requested  that  a  line  of 
twelve  miles  be  constructed  from  Folgahawela  to  Kurlhi^ala,  and 
that  the  tariff  of  messages  throughout  the  Island  be  equalized  to  the 
one  rate  of  a  rupee,  if  Eurunegala  obtains  a  wire,  all  the  provincial 
capitals  in  the  Island  will  ere  long  be  brought  into  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  seat  of  Government.  The  line  to  Anurddhapura  is 
now  finished  and  opened.  I  may  here  remark  that  this  is  a  far  more 
important  station  than  it  appears  to  be.  Its  establishment  will  enable 
the  Department  to  ascertain  a  fault,  and  to  repair  quickly  any  injury 
the  wires  may  receive  in  the  unsupervised  and  extensive  tract  of  wild 
country  through  which  they  pass,  and  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  the 
locality  in  view  of  the  public  works  which  are  being  executed  and  are 
contemplated  in  its  neighbourhood.  In  the  course  of  the  present 
year  Badulla  will  have  its  line  completed  and  in  working  order ;  and 
though  the  wire  cannot  be  extended  to  Batticaloa  for  some  months, 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  also  an  established  fact 
by  the  summer  of  1875. 

Peabl  Fishery. 

An  unusual  addition  to  the  revenue,  amounting  to  about  70,000 
rupees  clear  of  all  exi)enses,  was  derived  from  the  Pearl  Fishery  this 
year.  It  is  an  interesting  question  whether  the  oysters  were  fished  a 
year  too  soon  or  not.  This  can  only  be  solved  by  another  examina- 
tion of  the  beds  in  March,  and  by  a  comparison  of  samples.  A  far 
larger  deposit  of  pearl  oysters  is  known  to  exist,  and  another  and 
more  profitable  fishery  may  be  expected  in  a  few  years. 

No  one  who  visited  Aripo  during  the  busy  period  of  the  Fishery 
could  have  failed  to  remark  the  admuable  and  successful  arrangements 
made  by  Mr.  Twynam,  the  Government  Agent,  and  carried  out  by 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Bailey.  To  these  arrangements  we  mainly  owe  the 
complete  immunity  from  sickness  of  the  large  multitude  which  assem- 
bled there. 

I  desire  to  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  look  on  this  70,000  rupees  as  an 
exceptional  windfall,  and  to  devote  it  to  exceptional  purposes  for  the 
benefit  of  all  classes. 

I  wish  to  apply  10,000  rupees  of  it  in  aid  of  the  erection  of  a 
Seaman's  Home,  which  is  now  required,  and  will  be  far  more  useful 
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each  year  as  the  traffic  of  the  port  increases.     You  are  aware  that       Cctwh. 

Erivate  contributions  for  the  furtnerance  of  this  charitable  undertaking 
ave  been  already  sought,  and  that  the  Ceylon  public  have  generously 
responded  to  the  call  by  a  subscription  which  has  reached  no  less  a 
sum  than  12,000  rupees ;  more,  I  understand,  will  be  forthcoming  if 
required.  It  appears  to  me  appropriate  to  devote  a  portion  of  extra- 
ordinary revenue  which  has  come  to  us  from  the  sea  in  enabling 
"  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  and  occupy  their  business  in 
"  deep  waters  "  to  escape  from  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  and  to 
have  the  refuge  of  a  respectable  home. 

I  next  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  employ  15,000  rupees  in  the  erec- 
tion of  fountains  in  different  towns  which  have  not  the  benefit  of 
municipal  institutions.  I  believe  they  may  be  established  at  a 
moderate  cost  in  many  places,  and  if  so  will  prove  to  be  an  ines- 
timable blessing. 

I  shall  ask  you  to  allow  me  20,000  rupees  for  the  deepening  and 
improving  of  Colombo  Lake.  The  success  which  attended  the  partial 
emoankment  of  this  lake,  recently  executed,  warrants  me  in  pro- 
ceeding further.  The  works  which  I  propose  to  execute  are — em- 
bankment in  certain  places  where  the  water  touches  Government  land ; 
dredging  and  increasing  the  depth  in  places  which  have  become 
shallow  by  the  deposit  of  mud  and  silt;  reclamation  of  certain 
swamps  by  means  of  the  dredged  material ;  and  restoration  to  the 
lake  of  encroachments,  which  will  be  carefully  inquired  into.  These 
very  desirable  improvements  can,  as  I  am  informed,  be  carried  out 
for  about  60,000  rupees,  but  I  only  propose  to  lay  out  next  year  the 
amount  above  stated  in  order  that  we  may  judge  of  the  result  before 
incurring  further  expense. 

I  ask  you  to  grftnt  me  15,000  rupees  for  the  improvement  of 
Nuwara  Eliya.  This  money  will  be  entirely  laid  out  on  public 
improvements,  for  which  the  District  Boad  Committee  has  not  funds. 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  concur  with  me  in  the  expediency  of  ren- 
dering Nuwara  Eliya  attractive  to  all  comers.  Everything  should  be 
done  to  encourage  visitors.  Already  I  have  established  a  manufac- 
ture of  bricks  to  promote  building,  and  the  applications  which  have 
been  received  for  them  convince  me  that  there  will  be  shortly  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses.  I  am  sure  this  vote  will  be  ere 
long  amply  repaid  directly  by  the  sale  of  Crown  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  indirectly  by  the  expenditure  of  those  who,  instead  of 
returning  to  England,  will  find  mducements  to  remain  here  and 
recruit  themselves  in  our  mountain  sanitarium. 

Lastly,  I  ask  for  10,000  rupees  to  complete  unfinished  improve- 
ments in  Kandy,  which  the  Government  cannot  ask  the  Munici- 
pality to  carry  out.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  restoration  of  works  in 
which  the  Eandyan  monarchs  showed  their  refinement  and  good  taste, 
but  which  the  barbarous  vulgarity  of  certain  British  rulers  degraded 
and  destroyed.  B[ad  the  structures  to  which  I  refer  been  handed 
over  to  the  Municipality  of  Kandy  in  good  order,  they  would  have 
been  bound  to  preserve  them;  but  as  the  Municipality  had  to  take 
them  in  a  mutilated  condition,  it  is  but  fair  to  put  them  to  rights. 
This  vote  will  complete  the  improvements  which  have  been  going  on 
in  Kandy  for  the  last  three  years,  and  will  make  the  ancient  capital  » 


Digitized  by 


Google 


130  PAPEBS  BELATINa  TO 

Ceylon.  credit  to  the  Island.  This  will  be  the  last  vote  of  the  kind  which  I 
shall  require.  Of  course  the  removing  of  the  silt  from  the  lake  will 
not  be  included  in  it 

I  have  placed  all  these  votes  under  the  one  head,  as  although  they 
are  highly  desirable  they  cannot  be  considered  as  directly  and  imme- 
diately remunerative. 

Forest  Peeservation. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Session  of  1872, 1  laid  before  you  the  views 
of  the  Government  on  the  necessity  of  taking  measures  to  preserve 
our  forests  from  future  depredations.  I  commented  in  that  portion 
of  my  address  on  the  reckless  and  ruinous  system  which  had  hitherto 
previuled,  but,  as  bad  as  were  the  reports  which  had  reached  me  from 
the  Government  Agents,  they  were  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
wholesale  havoc  and  destruction  of  the  greater  portion  of  our  most 
valuable  timber,  which  the  reports  of  the  three  Foresters  reveal.  I 
am  afraid  from  what  I  have  heard,  that  c^uite  as  wide-spread  spolia- 
tion and  as  wholesale  robbery  have  prevailed  in  the  North- Western 
Province.  It  is  an  unpleasant  statement  to  make,  but  the  truth  must 
be  told,  that  Ceylon  is  almost  denuded  of  its  most  valuable  timber  in 
all  accessible  places,  and  that  but  little  is  left  elsewhere.  When  it 
was  decided  two  years  since  that  the  preservation  and  restoration  of 
our  forests  should  be  taken  in  hand,  it  was  determined  not  to  lay 
down  at  first  any  fixed  and  general  rule  as  to  the  mode  of  dealing 
with  our  timber.  Differences  of  opinion  existed  whether  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  purchaser  should  fell  and  remove.  Both  plans  were 
adopted  tentatively,  and  it  is  now  the  unanimous  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment Agents  and  of  the  Foresters  that  no  more  licences  to  fell  in  the 
reserved  forests  should  be  given. 

The  Government  coincide  in  this  opinion,  and  no  felling  licences 
will  be  issued  for  the  future  in  reserved  forests.  The  Forester  wil 
supervise  the  cutting  of  the  timber  he  is  likely  to  dispose  of,  and  will 
have  it  removed  to  depots  where  it  will  be  sold  in  open  market  at 
upset  prices. 

No  replanting  of  the  reserved  forests  will  be  attempted  ;  it  would 
be  impossible  to  undertake  such  a  gigantic  work,  except  at  an  enor- 
mous expense,  and  with  every  probabSity  of  failure.  Nature  must  be 
left  to  repair  the  ravages  of  man,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Forester  each  year  to  go  over  a  certain  fresh  tract  of  reserved  forest, 
and  clear  all  valuable  saplings  within  it  from  the  pressure  of  the 
adjacent  jungle.  Once  above  the  low  thick  scrub  they  will  be  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  in  half  a  century  the  Island  will  come 
into  the  inheritance  of  large  tracts  stocked  with  valuable  timber.  I 
also  propose  to  establish  gardens  of  teak  in  connection  with  certain 
irrigation  tanks  to  which  a  guardian  is  attached.  This  tree,  as  you 
are  aware,  flourishes  in  Ceylon,  and  its  extended  propagation  will 
be  a  boon  to  future  generations,  without  imposing  any  appreciable 
cost  upon  the  present  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  the  timber 
revenue  will  fall  off  in  consequence  of  the  new  rules.  Fewer  trees 
will  undoubtedly  be  felled,  but  the  Government  will  receive  payment 
for  them.  Owing  to  ttie  wholesale  robbery  which  accompanied  the 
licence  system  the  receipts  have  hitherto  been  small,  although  the 
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amount  of  timber  cut  has  been  prodigious.     If  for  some  years  to       Cetlox. 
come,  our  revenue  under  the  head  of  timber  does  not  present  a  flou- 
rishing  appearance,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  forests  are 
almost  denuded  of  the  more  valuable  trees   from  which  the  past 
income  was  derived. 

The  Beports  of  the  Foresters,  which  are  interesting,  and  the  new 
rules  for  their  guidance,  will  be  laid  before  you.  These  rules  will  be 
received  with  much  distaste  by  roguish  contractors,  who  have  hitherto 
ravaged  our  forests  with  impunity,  but  will  ultimately  be  an  advan- 
tage to  the  honest  trader,  who  will  know  where  at  once  he  may 
procure  the  timber  he  requires. 

Coffee,  Cinchona,  &o. 

It  is  jCTatifying  to  see  how  much  confidence  is  felt  in  the  perma- 
nency 01  a  successful  and  profitable  coffee  cultivation  in  the  Island, 
as  is  sufficiently  shown  in  the  competition  for  land  suitable  for 
planting.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  leaf  disease,  which  still 
prevails  in  diflferent  districts,  does  cause  a  corresponding  diminution 
of  crop,  and  that  were  it  not  for  the  presence  of  this  disease  our 
prospects,  with  the  high  prices  now  obtamed  for  coffee,  would  be  still 
more  encouraging.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  recent  microscopical 
investigation  seems  to  indicate  that  the  disease  is  mainly  external, 
and  that  the  coffee-tree  sufiers  rather  from  exhaustion  than  from  the 
poisoning  of  its  iuices.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we 
should  obtain  all  possible  information  respecting  this  disease,  the 
Colonial  Office  has  been  moved  to  transmit,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  and  other  officers 
residing  in  countries  where  the  coffee-tree  is  extensively  cultivated,  a 
series  of  questions  which  I  have  caused  to  be  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Tbwaites,  having  reference  to  this  subject. 

To  every  one  interested  in  the  continued  welfare  of  the  Island  it 
will  be  satisfactory  to  learn  that  cultivators,  both  European  and 
native,  are  directing  their  attention  to  the  raising  of  other  valuable 
crops  in  addition  to  those  of  coffee.  Large  areas  of  land  are  already 
stocked  with  cinchona,  and  no  fewer  than  690,000  plants  have  been 
distributed  from  the  Hakgalla  Garden  since  the  1st  of  January,  and 
orders  for  a  larger  number  have  been  sent  in. 

Tea  has  already  been  tried  to  some  extent,  and  its  undoubted 
excellence  has  encouraged  applications  for  a  large  amount  of  forest 
land  to  be  employed  in  its  cultivation. 

Cinnamon  planting  is  extending  to  the  warmer  parts  of  the  Central 
Province,  where  it  is  found  to  thrive  well  on  land  unsuitable  for  other 
valuable  products.  There  is  a  growing  disposition  also  to  plant  cocoa, 
cardamoms,  black  pepper,  and  vanilla,  as  likely  to  become  profitable 
enterprises. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  the  poverty  of  the  soil  of  the  Model  Farm 
forbids  the  cultivation  of  these  and  other  valuable  plants  to  which  our 
climate  is  so  well  adapted.  Were  it  otherwise,  instruction  would  be 
afforded  to  native  cultivators  in  the  mode  of  rearing  and  tending 
these  trees,  and  in  preparing  the  produce  for  the  market  This  know- 
ledge, becoming  gradually  diffused  throughout  other  districts,  would 
have  added  to  the  wealth  of  the  natives  and  to  the  general  produc- 
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Cbylon.  tiveness  and  well-doing  of  the  Island.  The  Goyemment  would  gladly 
have  assisted  an  institution  which  'was  doing  good  work  in  teaching 
improved  agriculture  and  the  cultivation  of  valuable  produce. 

MiLITABY  CONTRIBTJTION. 

I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  information  on  the  subject,  as  the 
matter  is  still  pending  between  the  Colonial  and  War  Oflfices. 

Clerioal  Branch. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  announce  to  you  that  at 
length  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  Clerical  Branch  of  the 
Service  has  been  completed.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  to  me 
that  so  long  a  period  should  have  elapsed  between  the  time  when  the 
Government  first  announced  its  intentions  of  reorganizing  this  portion 
of  the  public  service  and  the  completion  of  this  measure,  which  is 
altered  from  that  which  1  announced  to  you  in  1872. 

In  the  measure  proposed  last  year  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  inter- 
preters and  native  writers  were  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
scheme,  not  by  any  oversight,  but  simply  from  the  fact  that  the 
amount  sanctioned  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State  would  not  have  admitted 
of  their  being  included.  This  has  now  been  remedied,  although  at  a 
considerable  increase  of  expenditure,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  objected  to  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  believe  the 
present  measure  will  give  encouragement  to  good  workers,  and  hold 
out  prospects  of  promotion  to  those  who  establish  a  claim  to  it  by 
their  merits. 

A  lump  sum  for  this  new  charge  of  60,000  rupees  will  be  reauired. 
I  have  considered  it  advisable,  not  to  alter  the  Fixed  Establishment 
Ordinance  until  experience  has  been  gained  of  the  working  of  the 
proposed  scheme,  details  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Legislation. 

The  Bills  about  to  be  submitted  to  you  will  not  demand  any  large 
amount  of  your  time. 

Coffee  Stealmg. 

The  Bill  which  excites  most  interest  in  the  Island  is  that  which 
attempts  to  check  cofiee  stealing.  In  my  Address  to  you  on  opening 
the  S^ion  last  year,  I  mentioned  my  intention  of  bringing  forward 
an  Ordinance  for  the  repression  of  this  crime,  but  I  added  that  1 
could  not  consent  to  the  introduction  of  any  measure  calculated  pre- 
judicially to  afiect  a  native  industry  of  such  importance  as  the 
growing  and  transport  of  coffee.  The  main  feature  in  the  Bill  of  last 
year  was  the  provision  by  means  of  licences  to  check  the  operations 
of  that  numerous  class  who  purchase  stolen  coffee  on  the  precincts  of 
the  plantations,  and  who  are  the  instigators  of  the  crime.  The  Sub- 
Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  Bill  disapproved  of  these  pro- 
visions, as  calculated  to  unduly  impede  the  innocent  purchaser,  and 
the  Government  then  determined  to  abandon  licences  and  not  to 
adopt  the  Mart  Scheme  submitted  to  the  Sub-Committee,  but  to 
endeavour  to  supplement  and  improve  existing  remedies  rather  than 
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have  recourse  to  uew  ones.  I  informed  you  last  year  that  the  Mart  Ceylon. 
Scheme  could  not  be  accepted,  and  I  am  sustained  in  the  opinion  then 
adopted  by  the  Government,  having,  when  in  England,  submitted  the 
proposal  without  any  adverse  observation — ^indeed  without  note  or 
comment — to  the  consideration  of  the  Law  Adviser  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  The  chief  provisions  of  the  present  Bill  are  the  following. 
It  forbids  loading  .coffee  by  night,  a  restriction  pressed  on  me  by  the 
general  opinion  of  coffee  planters;  whether  it  may  not  occasion 
serious  inconvenience  to  them,  remains  to  be  proved.  It  inflicts 
punishments  on  persons  found  loitering  and  lurking  in  coffee  estates 
without  good  cause ;  it  prohibits  the  purchase,  under  severe  penalties, 
of  coffee  from  labourers ;  it  renders  it  obligatory  for  purchasers  of 
coffee  to  keep  written  records  of  their  transactions ;  it  gives  increased 
power  of  punishment  to  magistrates  after  second  conviction,  and 
dispenses  with  the  proof  of  guilty  knowledge  in  the  case  of  persons 
previously  convicted.  The  possession  of  green  coffee,  without  good 
cause  shown,  is  to  be  an  offence,  and  powers  of  search  for  stolen  coffee 
are  given  to  police  officers  and  headmen  without  sworn  information. 
This  provision,  apparently  very  stringent,  is  in  accordance  with  an 
earlier  enactment. 

I  am  not  in  the  least  prepared  to  assure  you  that  these  provisions, 
however  rigid,  will  suppress  coffee  stealing.  So  long  as  thousands  of 
acres  of  most  valuable  produce  are  open  to  all  marauders,  so  long  will 
there  be  marauders.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the  Government  to 
supply  coffee  planters  with  warders  any  more  than  it  is  the  province 
of  the  Government  at  home  to  watch  over  the  strain  berries  and 
currants  of  the  Chelsea  market  gardeners.  We  shall  do  all  that  lies 
in  our  power  by  means  of  detectives  to  get  at  notorious  offenders,  the 
instigators  of  tne  thefts  and  receivers  of  the  plunder ;  but  if  planters 
aim  at  complete  immunity  from  pilfering,  they  must  organize  a 
proper  watch  and  ward  for  themselves,  and  at  then:  own  expense. 

Administration  of  Justice. 
The  laws  relatinor  to  the  administration  of  justice  were  consolidated 
and  amended  by  Ordinance  in  1868.  Under  that  Ordinance,  as 
under  our  former  laws,  the  punishment  usually  inflicted  for  the 
offence  was  made  the  test  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  criminal  courts. 
Vague  as  such  a  test  may  appear  in  the  abstract,  it  was  one  so  well 
understood  that  no  practical  inconvenience  resulted  from  its  working. 
The  increased  efficiency  of  our  prison  establishments,  and  the 
discipline  enforced  in  them,  which  must  necessiirily  influence  the 
punishment  awarded  by  our  Courts,  render  a  change  in  this  respect 
undesirable  at  present.  Latterly,  however,  questions  of  jurisdiction 
have  frequently  arisen,  one  effect  of  which  has  been  to  delay  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  offenders.  Sir  Edward  Creasy,  during  the 
last  Session,  submitted  the  draught  of  a  Bill  to  remedy  this  evil.  It 
was  sent  in  at  so  late  a  period  that  the  universal  desire  to  close  the 
Session  prevented  its  introduction.  It  will  be  brought  forward  this  year 
with  some  slight  modifications.  The  Bill  specifies  the  offences  which 
cannot  be  tried  by  the  District  Court,  and  in  respect  of  others  gives 
the  choice  of  Court  to  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  makes  such  choice 
final  as  far  as  the  District  Court  goes.     ^Ybilst  there  can  be  no  ques- 
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Ceylo>7.  tiou  as  to  what  are  undoubtedly  serious  oflTences  on  the  one  hand,  and 
undoubtedly  light  offences  on  the  other,  questions  may  be  raised  in 
respect  of  cases  bordering  on  the  two  classes,  and  on  these  judges 
may  differ  in  opinion.  It  is  expedient  that  the  choice,  left  as  at  pre- 
sent to  the  Queen's  Advocate,  in  whom  is  vested  the  larger  newer 
of  putting  a  prisoner  on  his  trial  or  of  discharging  him,  should  be 
final. 

To  these  provisions  is  added  a  clause  allowing  appeals  from  the 
decisions  of  Police  Courts  in  matters  of  fact  as  well  as  of  law.  When 
Police  Courts  were  first  established  their  powers  were  very  limited, 
but  from  time  to  time  they  have  been  extended.  The  effect  of  the 
Coffee  Stealing  Bill,  if  passed  as  proposed,  will  be  to  enlarge  their 
powers  still  further.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  neither  just  nor 
expedient  to  leave  this  Court  alone  exempt  from  the  necessary  and 
effectual  supervision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Branch  Boads  Ordinance. 
Another  Bill  will  be  laid  before  you,  consolidating  and  amending 
the  Branch  Roads  Ordinance.  The  chief  alterations  are  :  first,  the 
establishment  of  Local  Committees  for  the  determining  of  the  estates 
interested  in  tlie  branch  road  to  be  constructed,  and  of  their  assess- 
ment ;  the  second,  that  proprietors  using  a  road  shall  be  assessed  for 
the  construction  and  upkeep  of  such  road  iij  any  case  where  they  had 
claimed  and  obtained  exemption  upon  the  ground  that  the  road  in 
question  was  not  their  proper  outlet.  I  believe  that  these  additions 
will  generally  be  found  acceptable  to  the  planting  community. 

Law  of  Succession, 

I  have  thought  it  best  not  to  reintroduce  this  Bill,  as  I  consider  it 
expedient  that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  should 
be  carried  through  Council  by  the  law  oflBcer  of  the  Crown  by  whom 
it  is  draughted. 

Education. 

The  work  on  education  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

On  the  31st  of  December  last  there  were  241  Government  schools 
in  operation  and  11,598  scholars  attending  these  schools.  There  are 
now  253  new  schools  giving  instruction  to  11,985  scholars.  It  is 
proposed  to  establish  16  more  vernacular  schools  this  year.  The 
number  of  children  therefore  attending  the  Government  schools  at 
the  end  of  the  year  will  in  all  probability  be  about  12,400,  as  the  16 
above-mentioned  schools  should  represent  an  attendance  of  at  least 
480  children,  giving  80  children  to  each  school. 

Aided  Schools. 

There  were  528  aided  schools  in  operation  on  the  31st  December 
last,  with  82,594  scholars  in  attendance ;  there  are  now  586  such 
schools  in  operation  with  34,494  scholars.  There  are  at  present 
under  consideration  96  applications  for  grants-in-aid  to  new  schools. 
Nearly  all  of  these  applications  come  from  the  various  missionary 
bodies  in  the  Island. 

I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  I  received  this  announcement  of  the 
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vigour  with  whidi  the  missionaries  are  progressing  with  unfeigned  Om^. 
satisiaction.  I  have  visited  the  schools  of  difierent  denominations, 
and  have  generally  found  them  conducted  with  efficiency  and  judg- 
ment. By  judgment,  I  mean  that  the  object  of  the  missionaries  is  to 
give  a  sound  education  so  as  to  influence  the  reasoning  powers  of 
their  pupils,  and  thence  to  direct  them  to  higher  truths,  rather  than 
to  aim  at  filling  their  books  with  lists  of  nominal  conversions.  I  know 
of  no  country  where  missionary  enterprise  is  doing  better  work  than 
here,  or  where  there  is  less  apparent  "  Odium  theologicum."  All  are 
working  with  conscientious  rivalry,  and  by  the  thoroughly  impartial 
action  of  the  Government  each  denomination  is  made  aware  that,  so 
far  as  Government  assistance  is  concerned,  it  is  to  be  obtained  solely 
by  results* 

Oovenimmt  and  Aided  Schools. 

The  total  number  of  schools  under  and  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment, up  to  date,  is  therefore  839,  affording  instruction  to  46,479 
scholars. 

The  increase  in  number  of  Government  schools  since  December 
last,  12. 

The  increase  in  number  of  Aided  schools  since  December  last,  58. 

The  sums  voted  for  new  village  vernacular  schook  has  been  devoted 
to  opening  schools  in  remote  districts  in  the  North- Western,  Central, 
North-Central,  and  Southern  Provinces. 

Applications  for  girls'  vernacular  schools,  wherever  situated,  have 
received  encouragement,  when  the  people  of  the  village,  by  putting 
up  a  school-bungalow,  have  shown  that  they  were  in  earnest  aoout  it 
and  prepared  to  meet  the  Government  half  way. 

Health. 

The  health  of  the  Island  has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory, 
though  a  severe  visitation  of  fever  lasted  for  some  time  in  the  district 
of  Negombo,  and  dysentery  has  been  prevalent  in  certain  localities  in 
the  Southern  Province.  The  reports  of  the  medical  oflScer  at  Negombo 
are  now  reassuring,  stating  that  at  the  end  of  last  month  the  health 
of  that  district  was  so  much  improved  that  the  aid  rendered  by 
Government  in  medical  attendance,  medicines,  and  medical  comforts 
might  be  discontinued.  The  health  of  the  prisoners  in  gaols  has  been 
good,  and  the  structural  and  disciplinary  improvements  of  Welikada 
have  had  a  notable  effect  on  the  condition  oi  its  inmates.  Scorbutic 
dysentery,  so  fetal  in  1872-73,  has  altogether  disappeared,  and 
though  dysentery  has  been  the  most  frequent  cause  of  sickness,  it  has 
been  of  a  milder  type  and  more  amenable  to  treatment.  Although 
the  sanitary  condition  of  this  prison  is  better  than  it  has  been  for 
years,  and  may  be  pronounced  as  excellent  at  the  present  moment, 
still  I  cannot,  with  the  experience  of  the  past,  recommend  that  any 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  its  inmates  should  be  allowed. 

The  necessity  of  carrying  out  a  regular  system  of  penal  discipline 
renders  additional  cellmar  space  necessary  for  convicts  in  the  first 
staga  After  all  that  has  occurred  I  am  not  willing  to  erect  more 
buildings  in  Welikada,  and  I  propose  to  take  the  vote  to  which  I 
have  before  aUttded»  for  the  eonstruction  of  a  new  gaol  at  Kandy. 
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Cky£/)n'.  rpjjg  Government  has  already  asked  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  this  proposal.  The  old  gaol  is  altogether  devoid  of  the 
necessary  space  which  will  be  required  for  the  retention  of  nearly 
400  convicts.  It  is  not  possible  to  continue  the  present  system  of 
dividing  the  prisoners  at  Kandy,  some  being  placea  in  the  gaol  and 
some  in  the  former  Rifle  lines.  No  disciphne  can  be  maintained 
under  such  circumstances,  and  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  to  relieve 
them,  the  prisons  of  Eandy  and  Kurunegala  are  still  overcrowded. 


I  trust  I  may  not  have  again  to  appeal  to  your  liberality  to  any 
extent  in  aid  of  distress  throughout  any  lar^e  portion  of  the  Island, 
but  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that  unsatismctory  accounts  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chilaw  and  the  maritime  districts  of  Mannar  have 
reached  me.  Continual  drought  has  prevailed  in  these  places — in 
fact,  the  rainfall  hitherto  has  been  most  capricious.  It  has  been 
copious  in  some  parts  of  the  Northern  Provinces,  and  having  reached 
a  certain  point,  it  has  ceased  to  advance,  leaving  a  gap  untouched. 
Thus,  while  rain  has  visited  Anurddhapura,  and  extended  to  some 
distance  southward,  a  large  portion  of  Matale  has  been  exposed  to 
drought,  although  immediately  beyond  it  wet  weather  has  prevailed 
for  months.  The  Government  will  endeavour  to  meet  any  real  emer- 
gency, by  the  employment  of  the  sufferers  in  works  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  district 

•  Let  us  trust  that  by  the  providence  of  God,  pestilence  and  famine 
may  be  averted  from  our  borders,  and  that  those  blessings  which  have 
hitherto  been  so  bountifully  bestowed  may  be  continued  to  us. 


Hong  Kono.  HONG  KONG. 


No  13.  No.  13. 

Governor  Sir  Aethub  Eeknedy,  C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  to 
The  Eael  of  Carnabvon. 

Grovemment  House,  Hong  Kong, 
My  Lord,  September  10, 1874. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  a  duplicate  of  the  Blue  Book 
of  Hong  Eong  for  the  year  1873. 

The  concise,  and  at  tiie  same  time  explanatory,  Tables  and  Reports 
afford  littie  room  for  comment 

Bevenue  and  Expendiiwe. 

The  comparative  yearly  statements  show  that  the  revenue  is  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  quite  sufiScient  to  cover  all  ordinary  ex- 
penditure. 

The  expenditure  has  been  conducted  with  strict  economy. 

ItegidoAion. 
Eighteen  Ordinances  have  been  passed  during  the  year,  some  of 
them  of  great  importance  to  the  cnaracter  and  well-being  of  the 
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Colony,  more  especially  those  relating  to  Chinese  Emigration ;  and  ^^^^  K<^^^- 
the  Ordinance  (No.  13),  "  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  relating 
"  to  the  process  and  practice,  and  mode  of  pleading  in  the  Supreme 
"  Court  of  the  Colony,  and  to  provide  a  uniform  code  of  procedure  at 
"  common  law  and  in  equity ;  Nos.  17  and  18,  "  to  6stai)lish  light- 
"  houses,  buoys,  and  beacons  within  the  Colony,"  and  "  to  provide  for 
"  the  oral  examination  of  prisoners,"  are  also  in  the  direction  of 
necessary  and  useful  legislation. 

Education. 
The  Beport  of  Mr.  Frederick  Stewart,  the  Inspector  of  Government 
Schools,  which  accompanies  the  Blue  Book  Tables,  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  though,  as  usual,  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  advan- 
tages accruing  from  the  Colonial  Schools  and  the  principles  on  which 
they  are  conducted  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

Shippinff. 
The  Harbour  Master's  Beport  will  be  found  most  interesting  and 
indicative  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  even  during  this  trying  year. 

Quol  and  Prisoners. 

I  have  to  submit  a  Beport  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hayllar,  Q.C.,  Acting 
Attomey-Greneral,  with  a  Table  giving  an  abstract  of  cases  brought 
under  cognizance  at  the  Police  Magistrate's  Court,  during  a  period  of 
ten  years  from  January  1st,  1864,  to  December  Slst,  1873,  inclusive, 
which  your  Lordship  will  doubtless  peruse  with  interest 

Mr.  Hayllar  states  that  the  year  1873  was  distinguished  by  a 
marked  diminution  of  serious  offences. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  the  prison  during  the  year  1873  was 
6,0252.  as  against  8,7152.  in  1872,  accompanied  by  greater  efBciency, 
and  the  undoubted  result  of  deterring  a  numerous  class  of  habitual 
criminals,  who  were  wont  to  make  the  gaol  a  refuge  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year. 


The  accompanying;  Beport  of  the  Colonial  Surgeon  conveys  all  the 
information  I  am  able  to  afibrd. 

The  site  of  a  new  hospital  is  in  course  of  preparation,  to  commence 
building  as  soon  as  the  plans  are  received  from  England. 

The  general  health  of  the  Colony  has  been  satisfactory. 

Works  and  Buildings. 

A  glance  at  the  Betum  of  Public  Works,  &a,  at  page  36,  will 
show  a  laudable  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Survey  Department,  of 
which  Mr.  Price  took  charge  dunng  the  year.  The  amount  of  im- 
portant work  done  (and  well  done)  by  his  often  short-handed 
establishment  is  most  creditable. 

The  repaur  and  reconstruction  of  drains,  of  originally  faulty  con- 
struction, will  involve  a  large  outlay.  The  supply  of  water  has  been 
greatly  improved,  and  larger  works  are  still  under  consideration  of  the 
Legislature. 
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The  testimony  of  the  Acting  Attorney-General  as  to  the  increased 
and  increasing  efficiency  of  the  colonial  police  force  is  very  satisfactory. 
Mr.  Hayllar's  position  as  public  prosecutor  and  chairman  of  a 
lengthened  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  police  force  in  1871-2, 
adds  great  weight  to  his  opinion,  which  I  can  conscientiously  confirm. 

New  guard-houses  have  been  established,  and  a  permanent  station 
formed  at  Kowloong,  which  has  brought  a  lawless  population  into  a 
state  of  peace  and  order  formerly  unknown. 

A  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Captain  Superintendent  vill  show 
that  the  large  number  of  158  men  of  all  nationalities  have  been  struck 
off  the  roll  of  the  force  during  the  year.  It  was  unhappily  necessary 
to  make  these  examples,  but  it  has  resulted  in  the  increased  respecta- 
bility and  efficiency  of  the  force. 

Post  Office. 

The  Report  of  the  Postmaster-General  will  be  read  with  interest 
and  satisfaction,  supplemented  by  an  additional  Annual  Report  of  an 
inspection  by  that  officer  lately  transmitted. 

General  BemarJcs. 

The  public  peace  has  been  unbroken,  and  the  laws  have  been 
firmly  and  judiciously  administered. 

I  continue  to  receive  cordial  support  from  the  executive  officers 
of  the  Colony. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)        A.  E.  Kennedy,  Governor. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.     &c.     &C. 


Attom^-General's  Office, 
Sib,  May  6, 1874. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  as  to  the  Returns  for  1873, 
relating  to  crime,  as  follows : 

The  year  was  distinguished  bv  a  marked  diminution  of  serious 
offences.  The  one  case  of  muraer  reported  in  Table  IV.  had  no 
connection  with  the  Colony,  arising,  as  it  did,  out  of  a>piracy  com- 
mitted in  Chinese  waters ;  but  the  offender  being  arrested  here  was, 
in  default  of  any  demand  for  his  rendition  (until  too  late)  on  the  part 
of  the  Chinese  authorities,  tried  and  convicted  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  cases  mentioned  of  robbery  with  violence  occurred  either  in 
remote  parts  of  the  Island  or  of  the  Eowloong  peninsula,  in  districts 
too  isolated  and  solitary  to  be  under  direct  police  supervision  The 
amount  of  booty  sufficient  to  tempt  Chinese  thieves  to  commit  highway 
robbery  is  so  small,  in  most  cases  amounting  only  to  a  siring  m  cash 
and  a  few  articles  of  clothing,  and  the  means  of  concecdment  are  so 
ample  that  it  is  extremely  cufficult  to  afford  adequate  protection  to 
the  Chinese  who  are  compelled  to  make  use  of  tibe  hill  tracks.  It  is, 
however,  gratifying  to  know  that  this  class  of  crime  which  has  always 
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been  common,  is  being  gradually  suppressed,  and  that  the  Chinese         

villagers  dwelling  in  outlying  districts  have,  in  many  recent  instances, 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  hunting  down  the  criminals  who  infest 
their  neighbourhoods  and  in  bringing  them  to  justice. 

In  the  course  of  my  official  duties,  particularly  those  connected 
with  the  conduct  of  prosecutions  in  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have  been 
very  fayourably  impressed  with  the  increased  and  increasing  efficiency 
of  the  colonial  police  force  in  dealing  with  crime.  The  Chinese 
portion  of  the  force  has  proved  especiafiy  useful,  and  experience  of 
the  fitness  of  the  Chinese  for  police  duties  has  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion  I  held  and  published  as  Chairman  of  the  Police  Commission 
of  1872.  Their  readiness  in  the  identification  of  well-known  bad 
characters  and  old  offisnders  has  most  materially  assisted  Government 
in  the  prevention  of  crime;  and  in  its  detection,  many  of  their 
members  have  displayed  peculiar  cleverness  and  activity.  By  their 
means  the  frequent  robbenes  of  cargo  from  ships  and  lighters  in  the 
harbour  have  been  materially  checked,  and  this  is  no  slight  praise  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  cargo  boat  people,  men  and  women,  seem 
as  a  race  to  be  born  and  inveterate  thieves,  always  seeking  for  and 
ready  to  take  instant  advantage  of  any  opportunity  for  plunder.  I 
especially  recall  one  instance,  in  which  the  robbery  of  a  large  quantity 
of  valuable  silk  in  the  harbour  was  brought  to  light  by  a  Chinese 
sergeani  within  a  few  hours  of  its  committal,  and  long  before  the  loss 
was  discovered  by  those  who  had  charge  of  it ;  the  whole  of  the 
property  being  recovered  and  the  parties  brought  to  punishment, 
under  circumstances  which,  but  for  the  readiness  and  acuteness  of 
this  man,  would  have  rendered  such  a  consummation  impossible. 

The  number  of  offisnces  reported  to  the  police,  though  considerably 
less  than  those  of  1872,  continues,  no  doubt,  to  be  large,  but  the  great 
bulk  of  them  were  of  a  character  more  or  less  trivial.  On  the  whole, 
having  regard  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  this  Colony  with 
respect  to  crime,  I  think  the  statistics  of  1873  evidence  a  substantial 
ana  satisfactory  improvement. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Thomas  C.  Hatllab, 

Acting-Attorney  General. 
The  Hon.  J.  G.  Austin, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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MAURITIUS.  MAiRiTirs. 


No,  14.  No.  14. 

The  Officer  Administering  the  Goyeernment  to  The  Earl 

OF  Carnarvon. 

My  Lord,  Mauritius,  October  15,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  Mauritius  Blue  Book  for 
1873,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  year  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  Government  of  this 
Colony,  his  Excellency  Sir  Arthur  Hamilton  Gordon  having  been 
absent  from  the  Island  from  the  16th  January  to  the  23rd  November 
last 

2.  Few  events  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  special  mention 
have  occurred  during  the  past  year.  Fortunately  the  Island  was  not 
visited  by  any  severe  hurricane.  Notwithstanding  this  the  crop  was 
not  so  large  as  was  expected,  though  the  prices  which  it  realized  were 
fairly  remunerative. 

3.  Proposals  for  the  extension  of  telegraphic  communication  to  this 
Island  were  received  from  three  different  Companies  to  lay  down  a  cable 
fr*om  Natal  to  Mauritius,  and  from  Mauritius  to  Aden,  with  a  branch  to 
the  neighbouring  island  of  Beunion.  One  of  these  Companies,  Hooper's 
Telegraph  WorK  Company,  sifi;ned  contracts -with  the  Cape  and  Natal 
Governments  for  the  undertaking  for  an  annual  sum  guaranteed  by 
those  Governments,  and  having  demanded  a  guarantee  from  the  Colony, 
I  submitted  the  question  to  the  Council  of  Government  and  recom- 
mended that  a  fixed  annual  subsidy,  not  exceeding  6,000/.  for  ten 
years,  should  be  paid  to  any  Company  that  would  establish  and  main- 
tain a  submarine  telegraph  line  with  Mauritius,  having,  if  possible, 
an  intermediate  station  at  Seychelles.  This  resolution  was  adopted 
without  oppoffltion.  The  Imperial  Qt)vemment  has,  I  have  recently 
been  informed,  authorized  the  Crown  Agents  to  sign  a  contract  with 
the  above-named  Company,  who  have  undertaken  to  perform  this  work 
for  the  maximum  of  the  subsidy  voted  by  Council,  and  to  complete  it 
by  the  3l8t  December,  1875. 

4.  The  want  of  telegraphic  communication  with  the  rest  of  the 
civilized  world  has  been  especially  felt  this  year  durinc;  the  prevalence 
of  the  famine  in  India,  on  which  country  Mauritius  is  almost  wholly 
dependent  for  its  supplies  of  food,  and  no  little  anxiety  was  caused  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  lest  the  stock  of  this  grain  should  become 
insufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  community. 

5.  The  Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  Indian  immigrants  finished  their  labours  in  this  Colony  and 
left  in  the  month  of  October.  Their  Beport  has,  however,  not  yei 
been  completed,  owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

6.  A  careful  and  minute  inquiry  into  the  whole  of  the  civil  establisi  - 
ments,  as  well  as  the  other  expenditure  of  the  Colony,  with  a  view  of 
efiecting  any  possible  economy  in  its  administration,  was  maf'e  during 
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MAURmus.  1873  by  Mr.  Julyan,  one  of  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies,  who 
was  deputed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  that  purpose.  This  Keport 
has  also  not  yet  been  received. 

7.  In  the  early  part  of  1873  the  Colony  was  visited  for  the  first 
time  by  an  epidemic,  well  known  in  India  as  dengue  fever.  Only  five 
deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  this  disease,  but  its  debilitating 
efiects  left  those  who  had  suffered  from  its  attacks  an  easy  prey  to 
malarious  fever. 

8.  Measles,  in  an  epidemic  form,  manifested  itself  at  the  end  of 
September,  and  carried  off  1,260  victims  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
only  ceased  to  be  epidemic  last  May,  having  caused  859  more  de^hs 
during  the  present  year.  70  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  amongst 
children  under  five  years  of  age;  20  per  cent,  between  the  ages  of 
5  and  15,  and  9  per  cent,  amongst  persons  above  15. 

9.  The  arrival  of  a  Coolie  ship  having  had  12  deaths  during  the 
voyage,  which  were  erroneously  reported  as  from  Asiatic  cholera, 
caused  great  excitement  and  apprehension  at  the  time,  which,  how- 
ever, were  soon  allayed  when  the  facts  were  correctly  known. 

TaoMiion. 

10.  The  only  new  taxation  imposed  during  1873  was  an  additional 
Customs  duty  of  Sd.  a  bag  or  cwt.  on  all  grain,  flour,  and  bran  im- 
ported into  the  Colony.  This  rate  was  imposed  after  very  careful 
consideration,  as  being  the  most  equitable  mode  of  providing  addi- 
tional funds  for  sanitary  purposes,  a  subject  of  equal  interest  to  all 
classes  of  the  community:  The  additional  duty  is  so  small  diat  it  is 
hardly  felt  by  such  of  the  poorer  classes  as  hare  to  provide  their  own 
food.  The  greater  part  of  employed  labourers  receive  part  pavment 
of  their  wages  in  rations,  the  quantity  of  which  is  not  affected  by  the 
cost  price  of  food. 

Bevenue  and  ExpendUwire. 

11.  The  revenue  of  the  year  1873  exceeded  the  amount  at  which 
it  had  been  originally  estimated  by  52,000Z.,  and  also  exceeded  the 
expenditure  by  33,000Z.  It  came  within  5,000Z.  of  the  revenue  of 
the  preceding  year,  that  of  Seychelles  not  being  taken  into  account  in 
either  case. 

12.  The  excess  over  estimates  has  been  chiefly  under  the  head  of — 
1st,  licences  and  permits ;  2nd,  Customs ;  3rd,  Harbour  dues ;  4th, 
Interest;  5th,  Transfer  and  mortgage  dues;  and  6th,  Railways. 

13.  Compared  with  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  year  railways 
show  an  increase  of  11,500Z.  The  items,  licences  and  permits,  harbour 
dues  and  interest,  also  show  a  small  increase.  The  Customs  dues, 
however,  fell  short  of  receipts  in  1872  by  21,000t,  although  they 
exceeded  the  estimated  amount  by  nearly  10,000Z.  The  difference 
is  accounted  for  by  the  larger  quantity  of  rice,  tobacco,  and  wine 
entered  in  1872,  and  the  greater  quantity  of  sugar  exported  in  that 
year.  As  large  quantities  of  tobacco  are  always  held  in  bond,  the 
owners  only  paying  the  duty  on  its  being  entered  for  consumption, 
when  it  was  known  in  the  latter  part  of  1872  that  it  was  propsoed  to 
increase  the  duty  on  this  article,  its  holders  immediately  entered 
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their  stock  for  consumption  to  avoid  the  ino'eased  duty,  and  hence    Maurith  s. 
the  quantity  entered  at  the  Customs  in  1872  was  unusually  large. 

14.  The  expenditure  of  1873  exceeded  the  amount  at  which  it  was 
estimated  by  29,756/.  It  also  exceeded  that  of  1872  by  16,433/., 
the  expenditure  of  Shychelles  beinff  left  out  of  the  amount 

15.  The  principal  items  in  whi^  the  expenditure  was  larger  than 
in  the  preceding  year  were — 

Excess. 

£ 

Administration  of  justice  -        -        -    -  1,478 

Police  and  gaols 1,620 

Works  and  buildings         -        -        -    -  1,898 

Miscellaneous      .....  4,150 

Interest 3,124 

Drawback  and  refund  -        -        .        -  3,530 

Railway          -        -        -        -        -    -  18,282 

16.  In  the  following  items  it  was  considerably  less : — 

Lees. 

£ 

Military  expenditure        -        -        -    -  4,459 

Immigration        -        -        -        -        ^  4,680 

Debenture  debt        .....  4,460 

Beads  and  bridges       ....  1,354 

Civil  store 1,866 

The  increase  under  the  head  Administration  of  Justice  is  owing  to 
the  amount  paid  as  compensation  to  witnesses.  The  law  regulating 
this  matter  and  the  tariff  of  fees  are  both  under  consideration,  as  the 
rates  allowed  are  far  too  high,  and  the  discretionary  powers  given  to 
the  taxing  officer  are  far  too  large. 

17.  Under  the  head  "  Miscellaneous"  were  included  the  expenses 
of  the  Boyal  Commissioners,  which  amounted  to  11,00021  Interest 
was  swelled  by  the  heavy  premiums  paid  on  remittances  to  England 
during  the  year. 

18.  The  item  "  Drawback  and  Eefiind  of  Duties  "  has  been  increased 
principally  by  the  refund  to  the  credit  of  Seychelles  of  all  Customs 
dues  levied  on  goods  which  were  subsequently  reshipped  to  that 
dependency.    These  amounted  to  2,322Z. 

19.  A  larger  amount  was  paid  in  1872  than  in  the  previous  year 
for  police  uniform,  &c.,  and  for  stores  imported  for  tne  Surveyor- 
General's  Department 

20.  The  principal  item,  however,  of  Hie  increased  expenditure  oi 
1873  was  the  charge  for  railways,  which  figures  for  no  less  than 
18,000/.  more  than  m  the  precedinff  year.  The  extra  revenue  earned 
during  the  same  period  was  only  11^00/.  It  would  appear  at  first 
sight  that  the  extra  work  undertaken  was  performed  at  a  loss :  this, 
however,  was  not  the  case.  The  increased  expenditure  was  caused 
principally  by  the  building  of  30  new  waggons  and  by  the  enormous 
increase  in  the  cost  of  fuel,  of  all  metal,  and  of  stores. 

21.  The  gross  revenue  of  the  ndlway  was  estimated  at  123,000/.,. 
and  reached  the  sum  of  128,000/.  The  increase  was  principally  from 
passenger  traffic  on  the  Midland  Line. 

22.  The  expenditure,  on  the  other  hand,  which  was  estimated  at 
93,435/.,  was  no  less  than  106,000/.,  leaving  a  margin  of  profit  of 
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only  21,0002.  to  go  towards  payment  of  interest  and  sinking  fund, 
which  amounted  to  OS^OOOZ. 

23.  The  above  figures  represent  the  actual  receipts  and  payments 
on  account  of  the  railway  during  the  year,  and  no  allowance  is  made 
for  the  considerable  amount  of  Government  work  performed  by  the 
railway.  The  figures  given  by  the  general  manager  in  his  annual 
Report  differ  from  the  foregoing,  as  he  calculates  in  his  receipts  the 
value  of  all  work,  including  that  for  the  public  service  performed 
by  the  railway,  and  puts  down  only  the  costs  of  stores  actually 
expended. 

Local  Bevenues, 

24.  The  revenue  of  the  municipal  corporation  of  Port  Louis 
amounted  to  39,333Z.,  and  the  expenditure  was  37,862Z.,  leaving  a 
balance  of  1,471Z.  in  favour  of  the  corporation. 

25.  The  municipal  corporation  paid  off  debenture  bonds,  which 
fell  due  to  the  amount  of  2,500/.,  and  did  not  contract  any  fresh 
loans  ;  their  position  therefore  differs  very  little  from  what  it  was  in 
1872. 

26.  By  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1873,  which  imposed  additional  Custom 
duties  on  grain,  the  revenue  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  was 
greatly  augmented.  Its  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  four 
years  stand  thus : — 


18Y0. 

18Y1. 

ma. 

18Y3. 

Revenue    .       -       -       - 
Expenditure  - 

10,153 
8,210 

8.846 
14.731 

12,314         24,432 

15,234    '    20.810 

^            1 

At  the  end  of  1873  the  amount  due  by  the  Board  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  14,265Z. 

27.  The  expenditure  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  in  1873  was 
38,245Z.  against  a  revenue  of  39,351Z.,  including  9,816t.  net  proceed 
of  debentures  issued. 

28.  This  does  not,  however,  represent  the  true  position  of  the  Com- 
mission, as  considerable  sums  due  to  Government  for  treatment  of 
))aupers  in  the  Civil  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum  have  not  yet  been 
paid,  and  posdbly  will  not  be  paid  this  year.  I  do  not  consider  the 
position  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  at  all  satisfactory. 

29.  It  owes  already  21,2732.  for  money  borrowed,  besides  5,493Z. 
for  debts  to  Government  above  alluded  to,  and  has  applied  for  autho- 
rity to  issue  further  debentures,  which  authority,  however,  has  not  yet 
been  ^ranted.  Out  of  a  total  expenditure  of  38,245/.  no  less  than 
7,701^,  or  about  one*fifth,  are  applied  to  salaries  of  the  staff  by  whom 
the  poor  relief  is  administered. 

Military  Expendiiure, 

30.  22,593i  was  the  total  amount  contributed  in  1873.  The 
number  of  troops  composing  the  garrison  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1872  ;  but  two  months  arrears  for  1871  were  accounted  for  in  1872, 
which  made  the  expenditure  of  that  year  appear  higher  than  in  1873. 
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Woi'ks  and  Buildinffs. 

31.  The  only  new  works  that  were  undertaken  were  a  District 
Prison  at  Riviere  du  Rempart,  a  District  and  Stipendiary  Court 
House  at  Flacq,  and  a  Meteorological  Observatory.  The  Meteorolo- 
gical Observatory  has  been  completed  during  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  and  is  now  occupied.  The  District  Court  is  very  nearly  finished, 
and  the  prisons  were  completed  and  occupied  last  year. 

32.  A  sum  of  5,000Z.,  provided  in  the  year  1873  for  tlie  construc- 
tion of  a  central  prison,  has  been  set  aside,  as  nothing  has  been  done 
yet  beyond  determining  on  the  site  where  it  is  to  be  erected.  New 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  work  are  under  consideration,  those  pre- 
viously prepared  not  having  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretarj- 
of  State.  A  like  sum  provided  in  the  estimates  of  the  present  year 
will  also  remain  unexpended  and  will  probably  be  put  aside.  Should 
the  work  be  undertaken  in  1875  there  will  be  an  accumulated  reserve 
of  10,000/.  to  start  with,  besides  any  further  sum  that  may  be  pro- 
vided in  the  Budget  for  that  year. 


MAumnufl. 


Eriablishmenis. 

33.  The  following  statement  of  the  expenditure  under  this  head 
during  the  last  six  years  shows  a  slight  decrease  during  1873 : — 


# 

Salaries. 

AUowanccs  and 
CoutlDgencies. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1868  -        -        -        - 

211,627 

28,505 

240.132 

1869       ...    - 

208,883 

25,721 

234,604 

1870  ...        - 

206,365 

28,207 

234,572 

1871        ...    - 

208,039 

27,903 

235,942 

1872  -        -        -        - 

205,144 

24,603 

229,747 

1873       .... 

204,981 

23,611 

228,592 

Population. 

34.  The  poulation  of  the  Island  was  estimated  by  the  Begistrar- 
General  on  31st  December,  1873,  to  be  331,782,  or  5,328  more  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  nearly 
the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  viz.  110  to  100  in  what  is  called 
the  general  population,  and  182  to  100  in  the  Indian  population. 
There  is  an  increase  of  2  per  cent  in  the  female  element  of  tne  latter 
part  of  the  community,  which  is  satisfactory. 

35.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  in  the  general  population, 
under  which  head  are  classed  all  persons  not  actually  Indian  immi- 
grants, there  has  been  a  decrease  of  224  souls,  whilst  in  the  Indian 
population  there  has  been  an  increase  of  5,552.  The  decrease  in  the 
former  case  being  attributable  to  excess  of  deaths  over  births,  and 
the  increase  in  the  latter  instance  being  owing  to  excess  of  548  births 
over  deaths,  and  of  5,004  arrivals  over  dejMurtures. 

36.  The  death-rate  has  unfortunately  increased  during  the  past 
year.  An  outbreak  of  measles,  elsewhere  alluded  to,  contributed  to 
swell  the  rate.    The  deaths  from  this  cause  amounted  to  1,260,  and 
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MAUBinrs.  occurred  principally  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  nearly  one- 
half  of  them  in  the  town  of  Port  Louis  alone. 

37.  The  Be^istrar-General  considers  the  density  of  the  population 
to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  insalubrity  of  the  Colony,  and 
states,  in  support  of  ibis  view,  that  the  area  in  acres  of  land  to  each 
person  is  in  the  town  and  district  of  Port  Louis,  0' 10,  and  in  the 
whole  Island,  l'c{5;  whilst  in  the  United  Kingdom  it  is  2*48;  in 
Ireland,  3'75  ;  and  in  Scotland,  5*89. 

88.  Malarious  fever  was  as  usual  the  principal  cause  assigned  for 
the  mortality,  and  I  regret  to  observe  that  a  comparison  of  the  deaths 
from  this  cause  with  previous  years  shows  a  steady  progression. 

39.  In  1870  the  number  of  deaths  from  fever  was    3,329 

1871 3,581 

1872 4,231 

1873 5,031 

The  death-rate  from  fever  in  Port  Louis  was  25*6  and  in  the 
rural  districts  12*4  per  1,000,  which  shows  the  comparatively  un- 
healthy state  of  the  town. 

40.  The  respective  death-rates  of  the  two  classes,  into  which  the 
population  are  divided  for  s'tatistical  purposes,  show  a  far  higher 
standard  of  health  durinff  the  past  year  amongst  the  Indians  than 
amongst  the  general  population.  In  the  former  it  was  30  •  4  per  1,000, 
and  in  the  later  41  •  1.  The  death-rate  on  sugar  estates  was  5  per 
1,000  lower  than  that  of  other  localities. 

41.  The  Begistrar-General  remarks  that  the  cool  and  bracing 
weather  of  the  second  quarter  of  tlie  year,  which  is  so  beneficial  to 
the  European  and  Creole  part  of  the  community,  seems  to  have  a 
contrary  e£Pect  on  the  Indian  population. 

42.  Of  children  under  1  year  of  age  19  *  5  per  cent,  of  the  regis- 
tered births  died  during  the  year.  The  mortality  amongst  children 
under  5  years  was  42*4  per  cent  of  the  total  mortality.  This  high 
mortality  is  attributed  to  measles. 

43.  The  number  of  children  born  alive  were  5,891  males  and 
5,643  females,  or  a  birth-rate  of  34*7  per  1,000,  which  is  very  little 
lower  than  that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  although  the  proportion  of 
males  to  females  in  the  latter  place  is  100  to  105,  and  in  tne  former 
154  to  100.  The  proportions  of  births  to  females  was  80  per  1,000  in 
general  population  and  in  Indian  92  per  1,000.  In  England  it  is  only 
70.  This  shows  the  extraordinary  fecundity  of  Indian  women.  The 
steady  and  progressive  increase  of  the  Indian  population,  independent 
of  immigration  and  in  spite  of  epidemics,  will  no  doubt  become  more 
remarkable  as  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  comes  to  be  equalized ;  and 
the  Registrar-General  asks  the  serious  question,  what  will  become  of 
this  rismg  population  if  they  are  not  content  to  work  in  the  cane- 
fields,  as  their  fathers  did  before  them  ? 

44.  The  immigration  returns  show,  however,  that  5,501  persons,  or 
about  8*40  per  cent,  of  the  engaged  labourers  on  estates  in  1873,  were 
Indian  Creoles,  and  that  there  has  been  a  steady  incr^ise  in  the  num- 
ber so  employed  since  1869,  when  there  were  only  2,938.  There  is, 
moreover,  a  great  scarcity  of  skilled  labour  in  the  Colony,  and  the 
difierent  trades  of  artisans  are  almost  entirely  monopolized  at  present 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's   COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  147 

by  Creoles.    The  rising  generation  of  Indians  might  turn  their  atten-     MAURmrs. 
tion  with  profit  in  this  direction,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  have  received  some  slight  education  prefer 
petty  trading,  or  aspire  to  clerical  rather  than  to  skilled  and  more 
laborious  employment 

Immigration. 

45.  5,226  males  and  2,328  females  were  introduced  from  India  in 
1873,  and  2,160  males  and  875  females  embarked  for  that  country. 
In  the  latter  numbers  are  comprised  221  males  and  283  females  bom 
in  Mauritius. 

46.  I  regret  to  have  to  remark  the  high  mortality  at  sea  during 
the  past  year  in  vessels  coming  from  Calcutta,  which  was  at  the  rate 
of  18 -59  per  1,000. 

47.  The  attention  of  the  agent  at  Calcutta  has  been  specially  called 
to  this  circumstance,  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  selection  of  Coolies 
had  not  been  so  careful  as  it  might  have  been. 

48.  The  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  Calcutta  Depot  states 
that  the  mortality  has  been  unusually  high  during  the  past  year,  not 
only  in  vessels  which  left  for  Mauritius,  but  also  in  those  carrying 
Coolies  to  the  West  Indies,  and  asserts  that  in  the  last  decade  a  similar 
year  occurred,  where  deaths  at  sea  were  very  numerous  on  every  line 
of  passage,  and  under  every  variety  of  nation  and  circumstance,  so 
that  the  assignment  of  local  and  particular  causes  was  impossible.  I 
have  not  the  means  of  verifying  this  assertion,  but  the  fact  that  the 
mortality  amongst  Coolies  sent  from  Madras  during  1873  was  only 
7*47  per  cent,  does  not  seem  to  confirm  his  views,  and  would  rather 
go  to  prove  that  all  emigrants  from  Calcutta  have  carried  with  them 
latent  germs  of  disease,  which  have  been  developed  on  the  passage. 

49.  In  consequence  of  the  benefit  that  immigrant  Coolies  were 
observed  to  derive  from  a  short  residence  at  one  of  the  quarantine 
stations,  it  was  resolved  in  July  last  that  all  such  immigrants,  whether 
healthy  or  not,  should  be  landed  there  in  order  to  allow  them  to  have 
sea  bathing,  to  receive  clean  clothing,  and  to  have  exercise  before 
being  distributed  to  their  employers.  This  resolution  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  found  very  obnoxious  by  masters  of  vessels  bringing  Coolies, 
on  whom  extra  trouble  and  detention  was  thereby  entailed,  and  it  has 
been  sought  to  represent  that  the  quarantine  stations  are  for  several 
reasons  unfit  to  be  used  as  such.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  the 
complaints  that  have  been  brought  forward  as  regards  Cannonier 
Point  Station  are  unfcunded ;  and  that  the  objections  are  capable  of 
removal  as  regards  the  other  station  of  Flat  Island,  where  improve- 
ments are  now  being  effected. 

50.  The  condition  of  the  Indian  population  during  the  past  year 
appears  to  have  been  fairly  prosperous.  Complaints  by  labourers 
01  non-payments  of  wages,  ana  by  masters  of  desertion  of  labourers, 
have  both  fallen  off  in  a  remarkable  decree  since  the  calamitous  years 
ending  in  1809.  The  number  of  suicides  has  also  greatly  decreased. 
The  death-ratfe  on  sugar  estates  was,  as  already  stated,  5  per  1,000 
lower  than  in  other  localities.  Of  their  material  prosperity  some 
opinion  may  be  formed  by  the  circumstance  that  107,916/.  were  held 
in  deposit  at  the  Savings  Bapk  for  Indians  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of 
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MAtmTiyg.  which  45,865i  were  deposited  in  the  course  of  the  year.  2,848Z.  were 
remitted  to  India  through  the  Protector's  Office ;  besides  which,  the 
Acting  Protector  ascertained  that  during  the  last  six  months  16,500Z. 
had  l^en  taken  away  in  cash  by  615  persons.  Of  the  previous  six 
months  no  note  had  been  taken ;  but  presuming  the  amount  to  hare 
been  the  same,  a  total  of  upwards  of  35,0007.  may  be  fairly  estimated 
as  having  been  taken  back  to  India  by  old  immi^nts,  who  but  a  few 
years  ago  landed  here  without  a  penny  in  their  pockets.  Judging 
by  the  fact  that  during  the  present  year  49,OO0Z.  has  already  Wn 
taken  away  by  returning  Coolies,  this  estimate  does  not  seem  un- 
reasonable. 

Education. 

51.  Although  serious  interruption  was  caused  by  the  denffue  fever 
and  the  measles,  the  year  1873  was  a  notable  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  Royal  College.  Three  students  passed  the  second  B.A.  examma* 
tion,  and  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  B.A.  of  the  University  of 
London.  This  is  the  first  occadon  upon  which  the  students  of  the 
College,  resident  in  Mauritius,  have  passed  this  examination. 

52.  Examinations  were  for  the  first  time  held  at  the  Royal  College 
in  connection  with  the  local  examinatbns  of  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  the  English  scholarships  were  awarded  in  accordance 
with  a  special  examination,  conducted,  by  means  of  printed  papers, 
by  examiners  appointed  by  the  syndicate  of  the  University. 

53.  The  Curepipe  school  met  with  excellent  success. 

OovemmetU  Schools. 

54.  5,275  pupils  were  borne  on  the  rolls  of  the  Government  Schook, 
and  2519  on  those  of  the  aided  schools,  which  figures  show  an  in- 
crease of  235  and  397  respectively  on  those  of  the  previous  year,  in 
spite  of  the  epidemics  of  dengue  and  measles. 

55.  The  grade  system  is  in  full  operation  in  the  Government 
Schools.  As  yet  it  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  on  schools  assisted 
by  grants  in  aid.  Of  the  former  2165  scholars  were  presented  for 
examination  at  the  annual  general  inspection,  of  whom  71  per  cent 
passed.  Three  pupils  obtained  College  Sdiolarships  at  the  com* 
petitive  Examination  of  Government  Schools.  Six  trained  male 
teachers  and  three  female  were  also  passed  out  from  the  Normal 
SchooL 

Administration  of  Justice. 

56.  The  usual  returns  of  civil  and  criminal  cases  tried  before 
the  Supreme  Court  are  annexed,  as  also  the  Report  of  the  Procureur- 
General  on  crime.* 

57.  This  Report  does  not  call  for  any  special  remarks  from  me,  as 
although  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases,  it  was 
not  much  more  than  would  be  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the 
population. 

58.  The  number  of  convictions  and  acquittals  in  the  inferior 
courts  were—  1872.  ists. 

Convictiocs  -        .        .     14,467  15,536 

\    Acquittals  .        -  -     11,779  13,105 


Not  printod. 
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59.  Those  before  the  assizes  were—  MAunrnus. 

1872.  1873. 

Convictions  -        ...      63  71 

Acquittals  -        -        -      31  19 

60.  Ten  persons  were  tried  for  murder  and  attempt  at  murder,  of  • 
whom  four  were  acquitted  and  one  was  executed.    There  was  one 

case  of  rape  and  no  case  of  unnatural  crime. 

61.  The  number  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  one  month  or  upwards 
was  1,926,  and  of  those  sentenced  to  less  than  one  month,  5,977  ; 
1,247  had  been  convicted  once  before,  1,058  twice,  and  1,021  three 
or  more  times. 

Qaols  and  Prisoners. 

62.  The  total  number  of  commitments  to  gaol  in  1873  was 
10,393. 

63.  The  accommodation  was  calculated  for  1749  persons,  and  the 
average  number  locked  up  was  1,072.  Occasionally  the  number  of 
prisoners  exceeded  the  available  space  for  confinement  in  one  or 
other  of  the  prisons,  but  this  was  immediately  remedied  by  drafting 
off  the  excess  to  another  prison  where  there  was  room. 

64.  The  mortality  in  the  gaols  was  higher  than  in  the  previous 
year,  viz. :  3  *  54  per  cpnt  on  the  average  daily  lock  up,  or  3  •  52  per 
1,000  on  the  total  number  who  passed  uirougn  the  gaol  in  the  year ; 
this,  however,  is  not  a  very  high  rate.  The  difference  was  caused  by 
a  greater  number  of  cases  of  malarious  fever,  some  of  them  super- 
vening upon  dengue.  Many  deaths  occurred  very  shortly  after  enter- 
ing prison,  the  subjects  being  in  a  very  low  state  of  health  when 
committed. 

65.  The  number  of  persons  passing  through  all  the  prisons  during 
the  ^t  five  years  has  been — 

1869  .        .        -    23,660 

1870  ....    20,234 

1871  -    —        .    16,045 
-     1872  ....    12,828 

1873       -        •        -    11,420 

f'lving  a  difference  of  12,240  persons   between  1869  and  1873. 
here  is  no  doubt  tiutt  a  less  strict   application  of  the  laws  of 
vagrancy  is  the  principal  cause  of  this  great  difference. 

Oovemment  Beformalorf/. 

66.  The  number  of  inmates,  which  was  263  on  1st  January,  1873, 
decreased  to  194  on  31st  December.  Only  31  new  bovs  were  sent 
to  the  institution  during  the  year,  although  there  is  little  doubt  that 
many  fit  subjects  are  at  large  following  a  life  of  idleness,  from  which 
the  transition  to  vice  and  crime  is  but  too  easy ;  28  were  appren- 
ticed and  80  discharged.  The  mortality  was  21,  of  whom  13  from 
measles,  of  which  there  were  no  less  than  103  cases,  in  spite  of  the 
establishment  having  been  kept  in  quarantine  in  the  hope  of  escaping 
the  epidemic 
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Leffi$laiio%. 

67.  No  new  laws  of  any  very  great  importance  were  passed  in 
1873. 

68.  The  one  of  most  importanoe  was  an  OrdUnance  to  remove 
doubts  with  regard  to  the  Convocation  of  Family  Councils.  This 
Ordinance,  entirdy  remedial,  was  rendered  indispensable  by  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  raised  serious  douots  as  to  the  vaKdity 
of  the  course  which  had  been  invariably  flowed  since  the  Supreme 
Court  had  been  established.  The  titles  of  many  estates  in  the 
Colony  d^nd  for  tkeir  viflidity  upon  die  validity  of  these  Family 
Councils. 

69.  A  Post  OflBce  money]  order  system  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  this  Island  and  Seychelles,  was  established  by 
Ordinance  4  of  1873,  and  the  public  has  shown  its  appreciation 
of  the  advantages  conferred  by  largely  availing  itself  of  the  new  law. 

70.  The  rate  of  interest  on  savings  bank  deports  was  reduced  by 
Ordinance  12  of  1873  from  5  to  4  per  cent.  This  step  was  rendered 
necessary  by  a  general  reduction  in  the  value  of  money  in  the 
Colony. 

71.  Additional  funds  required  by  the  Boards  of  Health,  were 
provided  by  Ordmance  6  of  1873,  imposing  an  extra  duty  on  grain, 
rhis  extra  duty  is  estimated  to  have  produced  7,323Z.  from  1st  May, 
when  the  Ordinance  came  into  force,  until  the-  end  of  the  year. 

Imports  and  Eo^forU. 

72.  The  imports  of  1873  are  valued  by  the  Customs  department 
at  2,165400Z.,  and  the  exports  at  3,238,700Z.  Specie  is  not  mcluded 
ill  these  figures,  as  the  amount  declared  at  the  Customs  is  not  a 
correct  measure  of  what  has  been  actually  introduced  or  sent  away. 

73.  The  imports  fall  short  of  those  of  1872  by  about  300,000/. 
In  that  year  an  unusually  large  quantity  of  tobacco  from  bond  was 
entered  to  avoid  a  proposed  increase  in  the  duty ;  and  the  quantity 
of  rice  imported  was  also  larger  than  usual.  There  has  been  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  quantity  of  French  wines  introduced  in  1873.  The 
rest  of  the  principal  imports  have  been  the  same  as  in  1872. 

74.  The  exports  of  1873  are  valued  a  little  higher  than  those  of 
1872,  although  the  quantity  of  sugar  shipped  was  not  so  large.  Its 
value  was  estimated  at  about  2».  8^.  per  cwt.  higher  than  that 
shipped  in  1872. 

75.  Trade  between  Mauritius  and  Madagascar  has  during  the 
last  few  years  taken  considerable  extension.  Cotton  manufactures, 
habcrcliishery,  hardware  and  cutlery,  and  spirits  are  the  principal 
exports  from  hence  to  that  country.  The  spirits  are  mostly  of  colo- 
nial manufacture;  the  other  articles  are  imports  from  England.  The 
value  of  these  exports  for  the  past  four  years  has  been — 

£ 

1870  .        .        .    47,500 

1871  .        .    .    68,000 

1872  .        .        .    81,000 

1873  .        .    .    88,000 
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76.  Caoutchouc  promised  to  become  an  item  of  considerable  im-  Mauritito. 
portance  in  the  imports  from  Madagascar ;  buir  the  Government  of 
that  country  has  lately  decided  on  monopolizing  the  trade  in  that 
Article,  and  the  quantity  imported  in  1873  conseauently  fell  off  to 
About  half  what  it  was  in  tne  previous  year.  Tne  value  of  these, 
imports  was — 


1870  - 

^   ^ 

13,000 

1871 

.  . 

31,000 

1872  - 

- 

84,000 

1873 

-  - 

40,700 

77.  The  trade  between  Mauritius  and  Madagascar,  though  no 
•doubt  very  valuable  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  to  the  Colony, 
does  not  produce  any  Government  revenue,  as  the  exports  are  made 
from  bond,  and  the  caoutchouc  is  also  re-exported  in  the  same 
manner. 

78.  Two  articles  of  Mauritius  produce  also  deserve  notice  as  com- 
paratively a  new  feature  in  the  exports  from  the  Colony.  These  are 
vanilla  and  aloe  fibre,  tine  producbon  of  both  of  which  will  probably 
largely  increase. 

79.  The  exp<Mrts  have  been — 

1870.  1871.  1872.  1873. 

£  £  £  £ 

Vanilla     -        -    2,860        3,345        10,560        12,216 
Aloe  fibre     -    -      —  437  4,634  4,416 

OenercU  Bemarhs, 

80.  The  balance  due  to  the  Colony  on  31st  December  last  was 
95,880?.,  or,  including  arrears  of  revenue,  which  may  be  looked  upon 
as  likely  to  be  recovered,  103,094/. 

81.  This  is,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascertain,  the  true  balance 
due  to  the  Colony.  It  has  been  arrived  at  in  the  following  manner : 
For  many  years  past  the  assets  have  included  considerable  sums  that 
were  hopelessly  irrecoverable,  which  are  shown  in  a  foot  note  on  the 
Statement  of  Assets.  These  have  been  omitted,  and  have  recently 
been  struck  out  oi  the  accounts  of  the  Colony  with  the  simction  of 
Council.    They  will  not  therefore  figure  any  more  in  these  returns. 

82.  Further,  the  sum  of  50,390/.,  advanced  to  railway  construction 
account,  has  been  reduced  to  15,000/.,  which  is  estimated  as  the 
amount  which  will  probably  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  the  railway 
property  no  loiter  required. 

83.  From  the  liabilities  also  have  been  deducted  several  sums, 
amounting  in  all  to  15,411/.,  which  from  lapse  of  time  or  other 
causes  are  not  likely  ever  to  be  claimed. 

84.  The  available  balance  of  the  Colony  on  31st  December  last 
was  32,754/.  The  year  before  it  was  stated  to  have  been  37,000/. ; 
but  it  is  really  larger  for  1873  than  for  1872,  as  for  the  last-men- 
tioned year  the  amount  due  for  interest  to  savings  bank  depositors 
was  not  deducted,  as  it  had  not  been  ascertained  at  the  time  the 
statement  was  made  up.  The  available  balance  for  1872  shoul 
have  been  reduced  by  10,000/.  on  this  account 
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MAtRiTus.  g5  ^  central  prison  and  a  new  lunatic  asylum  are  still  two  of  the 
most  urgent  wants  of  the  Island.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  them  both 
on  a  piece  of  ground  at  Beau  Bassin,  six  miles  out  of  town,  near 
a  station  on  the  Midland  Railway,  and  at  an  elevation  of  750  feet 
above  the  sea,  with  a  suflScient  supply  of  water.  Beyond  selecting 
the  site  nothing  was  done  in  1873.  The  ground  is  now  being  pre- 
pared for  the  erection  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  plans  of  which 
have  been  made.  Those  for  the  Central  Prison  did  not  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  transmitted  others  for  con- 
sideration^ which  were  not  thought  adapted  to  local  requirements. 
The  work  has  consecjuently  not  been  commenced. 

86.  The  General  JBoard  of  Health  has  filled  in  about  five  acres 
more  of  the  unhealthy  lagoon  situate  on  the  north-east  of  the  harbour, 
and  known  as  the  Mer  Rouge,  on  which  about  2,000  trees  have 
been  planted.  Those  previously  planted  have  given  evidence  of  the 
amount  of  organic  matter  they  have  been  using  up,  by  the  rapidity 
and  luxuriance  of  their  growth. 

87.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  about  50,000  trees  were 
planted  by  the  Durector  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  on  the  low  and 
swampy  grounds  of  Cassis,  situate  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
harbour,  besides  about  850,000  on  the  slopes  of  tne  mountains  round 
Port  Louis. 

88.  The  dredginff  of  the  Caudan  and  Fanfaron  Basins,  and  of  the 
shallower  parts  of  the  harbour  where  the  refuse  brought  down  by  the 
violent  torrents  of  rain  which  fall  in  the  summer  months  accumulate, 
has  been  carried  on  steadily,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  170,000 
tons  of  silt,  mud,  &c.,  have  been  removed  during  the  year.  The 
outlet  of  the  Creole  Stream  into  the  harbour  has  been  deepened, 
and  diverted  to  another  part,  where  it  can  be  dredged  when  neces- 
sary. 

89.  In  the  districts  the  General  Board  of  Health  has  rendered 
great  service  in  establishing  or  augmenting  the  water  supply  of 
several  villages  which  were  dependent  on  impure  sources.  A  good 
deal,  however,  remains  to  be  done  in  works  of  this  nature. 

90.  In  the  town  of  Port  Louis  the  Local  Board  has  laid  down  a 
large  extent  of  effective  street  gutters  in  the  place  of  the  imperfect 
old  ones,  which  permitted  soaka^e  through  in  all  directions,  and  has 
made  great  progress  with  the  far^e  catch-water  drain  intended  to 
intercept  the  rain  water  coming  down  the  signal  mountain,  which 
now  swamps  a  great  part  of  the  western  suburb.  Notwithstanding 
these  worlcs  and  an  improved  night  service,  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  town  does  not  improve,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  ameliora- 
tion will  take  place  until  a  system  of  subsoil  drainage  is  mtroduced, 
not  necessarily  for  the  purpose  of  removing  night-soil,  but  for  carry- 
ing off  refuse  waters  and  liquid  impurities,  which  now  keep  the 
ground  continually  in  a  state  of  greater  or  less  saturation.  Unfor- 
tunately, there  exist  strong,  though,  in  my  opinion,  mistaken  preju- 
dices against  subsoil  drainage. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Edward  Newton. 

&c.     &c.     &C. 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  new  south 

Walm. 

No.  15.  No.  15. 

THE  BEGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  REPORT  TO  THE 
HONOURABLE  THE  COLONIAL  SECRETARY. 

Registrar  General's  OflSce, 
Sib,  Sydney,  August  10, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  various  Statistical 
Betums  of  New  South  Wales  for  the  year  1873.  A  summary  of  the 
agricultural  and  live  stock  returns  was,  some  time  since,  presented 
to  Parliament  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  in  anticipation  of  tibe  publi- 
cation of  the  usual  yearly  volume.  By  this  means  a  very  valuable 
portion  of  the  information  which  the  statistics  afford  was  made  public 
a  considerable  time  in  advance  of  former  years. 

I  now  proceed  to  report  on  the  whole  of  the  Betums,  commencing 
in  the  order  in  which  tney  are  placed 

PART  L 

Population,  Vital  Statistics,  Immigration. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1873  the  population  of  the  Colony  was 
estimated  at  560,275  persons,  of  whom  males  numbered  307,329, 
and  females  252,946,  showing  a  balance  of  54,383  on  the  side  of  the 
male  sex,  For  every  1,000  of  the  population  th^re  were  549  males 
and  451  females.  The  increase  in  population  during  the  year  was 
21,085  souls,  which  is  mainly  due  to  natural  increase. 

MarrioffeSf  BirtJhS,  Deaths. 

The  number  of  marriages  celebrated  in  the  Colony  during  the  year 
1873  was  4,384,  or  nearly  8  to  every  1,000  of  population.  As  com- 
pared with  1872,  the  increase  was  459. 

Of  the  marriages  celebrated  by  different  reli^ous  bodies,  the 
Church  of  E^land  shows  1,547;  Roman  Cathohc,  992;  Presby- 
terian, 9^;  Wesleyan  Methodists,  462;  Congre^tionalists,  164; 
and  each  of  the  other  denominations  under  100.  Registrar's  Offices 
contribute  179. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  year  amounted  to  21,444, 
being  an  increase  of  194  on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  each 
sex  was  10,952  males  and  10,492  females.  The  proportion  of  births 
to  population  is  39  to  every  1,000. 

There  were  7,611  deatlis  recorded,  or  nearly  14  to  every  1,000  of 
population.  Male  deaths  numbered  4,599,  and  female  3,012,  the 
former  being  1,587  in  excess  of  the  latter.  The  increase  of  total 
deaths  on  the  previous  year  was  143. 
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The  number  of  arrivals  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year 
1873  was  1,033,  viz.,  888  adults  and  145  children.  Of  the  total 
number  only  140  were  immi^ants  at  the  puUie  expense.  The 
number  of  persons  who  arrived  in  the  Colony,  including  intercolonial 
as  well  as  foreign,  was  24,022. 

Lunatic  and  Invalid  Institutions. 

The  return  for  the  Hospital  of  the  Insane,  at  Gladesville,  shows 
the  total  admissions  for  the  year  to  be  296,  and  that  there  were  770 
patients  under  care  during  the  year.  Those  discharged  on  recovery 
numlwred  100,  and  22  were  discharged  relieved ;  there  were  also  57 
removed  from  the  establishment  not  improved;  and  30  deaths  are 
recorded.  The  total  of  discbarges  and  deaths  was  209,  leaving  561 
inmates  remaining  on  31st  December  last 

The  expense  incurred  in  maintenance  was  14,3007.,  being  an 
increase  of  1,3452.  on  the  year  1872. 

The  Asylum  for  Free  Lunatics,  at  Parramatta,  shows  a  total  of 
816  patients  under  treatment  during  tlie  year  1873,  of  which  namber 
there  were  67  admissions.  The  disebarges  on  recovery  were  16; 
discharges  relieved,  4 ;  escaped,  2 ;  and  48  deaths ;  in  all,  70.  The 
number  of  inmates  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  746.  There  were  also 
40  convict  lunatics  under  treatment  during  the  year,  of, whom  1  died, 
leaving  39  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  sum  expended  on  these  asylums  was  15,5877.,  as  against 
13,4457.  in  1872. 

The  sum  of  9017.  was  expended  on  the  Lunatic  Receiving  House, 
at  Dariingfaurst ;  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  for  Imbeciles  and  Insti- 
tution for  Idiots,  at  Newcastle,  absorbed  4,2157.  TWere  was  also  a 
sum  of  2,0867.  paid  to  Bay-view  House  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Cook's 
River,  for  the  su{^rt  of  lunatics  from  GoverBFment  asylumsw  The 
total  number  of  lunatics,  Ac,  remaining  in  the  various  establislnfients 
on  31st  December  last  was  1,531 ;  and  the  total  charge  on  the  public 
purse  was  37,0907.,  which  is  an  increase  of  4,0967.  on  the  previous 
year. 

Charitable  Institutions. 

Under  this  designation  the  returns  show  that  th«re  were  during 
the  year  1873,  40  institutions  affording  medical  and  surgical  relief. 
It  will  be  found  that  in  the  metropolis  the  Sydney  Infirmary  admitted 
2,047  patients,  and  diat  there  were  218  inmates  on  the  Ist  January ; 
out  of  these  numbers  1,784  were  discharged,  and  254  died,  leaving 
227  as  patients  on  31st  Peccmber.  Out- door  relief  was  also  afforded 
to  5,418  persons.  The  receipts  for  the  year  were  9,6587.  from 
Government,  and  2,943/.  from  voluntary  aid;  in  all,  12,6017,  A 
decrease  on  the  previous  year  will  be  seen  in  the  number  of  those 
who  received  out-door  relief,  and  an  increase  in  admissions,  discharges, 
and  deaths.     The  receipts  also  show  an  increase. 

St.  Vincents  Hospital,  Sydney,  is  entirely  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  amounting  to' 1,3687.  The  number  of  inmates  in  this 
hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  36,  and  323  were  admitted 
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in  the  course  of  the  year.  There  were  297  patients  discharged,  and  ^^  ^^^h 
29  deaths  occurred,  which  closed  the  year  with  33  in  ihe  estahlish-  '^albs. 
ment  Out-door  relief  was  afforded  to  1,087  persons.  The  receipts 
of  the  year  w^^  in  excess  of  1872  by  3252.  The  number  of  persons 
admitted  into  the  various  country  hoitpitals  was  2^469,  and  the  year 
commenced  with  278  patients,  from  which  figures  24l3  were  dis- 
charged, and  351  deaths  are  recorded,  leaving  283  inmates  to  com- 
mence a  new  year. 

The  receipts  of  these  hosmtals  amounted  to  21,937/.,  of  which  sum 
8,9117.  was  obtained  from  Government,  and  13,0262.  from  voluntary 
contributions.  The  total  amomits  expended  by  Government  and 
received  from  private  sources,  on  all  the  hospitals  of  the  Colony, 
during  the  year  1873,  was  18,5692.  and  17,337/.  resjiectively ;  in  all, 
35,906/.  Compapinff  these  totals  with  1872,  there  is  an  increase  of 
4,048/1  from  the  punic  purse,  and  2,419/.  from  other  soureest. 

The  principal  Govemme&t  benevdent  asylums,  vijs^  that  in 
Hyde  Park,  Sydney,  used  for  women,  and  those  at  Parramatta  and 
Liverpool  for  males,  admitted  daring  the  year  1,278  persons,  and  dis- 
charged 1,002.  The  deaths  numbered  252,  and  there  were  remain- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  year  1,075,  having  commenced  the  year  with 
1,051.  The  sum  of  14,057/.  was  expended  for  maintenance.  The 
asylum  in  Fitt-street,  Sydney,  cost  5,073/.,  of  which  sum  4,127/.  was 
frx)m  public  funds,  and  946/.  from  private  contributions. 

The  aqrlum  at  Singleton  was  supported  by  306/.  from  Government, 
and  270/.  from  private  sources;  in  all,  576/.  The  total  cost  of  bene- 
volent asylums  to  the  Government  was  18,490/.,  and  1,216/.  was 
supplied  otherwise,  bein^  an  increase  on  1872  of  1,784/.,  and  a 
decrease  of  472/.,  respectively. 

Under  the  appellation  of  ** Orphan  and  Industrial  Schools*'  we 
find  thai  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  Schools,  the  Nautical 
School  Ship  "  Vernon,"  and  Industrial  and  Reformatory  School  for 
Girls  at  BOoela,  which  are  purely  Government  establishments,  were 
maintained  at  a  cost  of  12,672/.,  which  is  a  small  increase  on  the 
expenditure  of  1872. 

The  receipts  of  the  Asylum  for  Destitute  Children,  at  Randwick, 
amounted  to  11,643/.,  made  up  by  3,816/.  from  voluntary  aid,  and 
7,827/.  from  Government,  which  latter  amount  includes  3,827/.  paid 
for  the  maintenance  of  children  received  from  the  Benevolent  Asylum, 
Sydney.  The  assistance  renda-ed  by  Government  to  this  institution 
is  somewhat  less,  and  that  from  voluntary  contributions  greater  than 
the  previous  year.  The  Sydney  Female  School  of  Industry  obtained 
3,073/.  from  Grovemment  for  building  purposes,  and  the  j^ublic  sup- 
ported the  institution  by  the  sum  of  1,470/.,  this  sum  being  also  in 
excess  of  the  receipts  of  1872. 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  Institution  obtained  from  private 
funds  the  sum  of  1,293/.,  and  was  supplemented  by  the  Government 
with  1,450/.,  which  includes  1,000/.  for  erection  of  building.- 

The  Ragged  Schools  were  supported  wholly  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions at  a  cost  of  760/. 

The  total  receipts  of  Orphan  and  Industrial  Schools  for  the  year 
1873  were  32,362/.,  the  Government  providing  25,023/.,  and  the 
balance  was  obtained  from  free  contributions. 
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In  addition  to  the  institutions  already  mentioned^  the  following 
were  supported  without  assistance  from  Government,  viz.  Home 
Institution,  House  of  The  Good  Shepherd,  Sydney  Sailors'  Home, 
Sydney  Female  Refuge,  and  City  Night  Refuge  and  Soup  Kitchen, 
which  last-named  establishment  distnbuted  during  the  year  70,308 
meals,  and  afforded  shelter  in  25,746  cases. 

The  general  total*  receipts  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the 
Colony  for  the  year  1873  amounted  to  129,485Z.,  apportioned  as 
follows : — ^From  the  Government,  99,173Z. ;  from  voluntary  contri- 
butions, 30,312Z. ;  being  increased  amounts  on  1872  of  13,798Z.  and 
3,136?.,  respectively. 

Wages, 

On  comparing  the  rate  of  wages  with  the  year  1872,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  ranged  higher  for  all  kinds  of  labour,  and  especially  to  house- 
hold servants,  who  were  difficult  to  be  procured  even  at  the  high  rate 
which  was  paid.  From  the  following  figures  it  will  be  shown  what 
was  the  average  rate  of  wages  obtained  by  some  of  the  principal 


Without  Board  and 
Lodging. 

With  Board  and 

Lodging. 

Malea— 

Oarpentera       .       -       -       - 

105, 

per  diem. 

80/.  to  100/.  per  annum. 

SmithB 

10s. 

}i 

m.  „  100/. 

Wheelwrights  -       .       -       - 

99. 

>» 

70/.,,    90/. 

n 

Bricklayers 

10$. 

>» 

80/.  „  100/. 

V 

Masons 

10». 

*) 

SW.  „  100/. 

,} 

Farm  labourers    -       -       -   - 

30/.  „    35/. 

„ 

Shepherds        -       -       .       . 

— 

30/.  „    40/. 

)» 

Females- 

Cooks  (plain)        .... 

— 

30/.  „    40/. 

»» 

Housemaids     •       •       •       . 

— 

26/.  „    30/. 

tt 

— 

26/.  „    30/. 

tf 

Nursemaids      .... 

— 

20/.  „    26/. 

)) 

General  honse-servants^  dairy-1 
women,  &c.  -       •       -       -J 

— 

26/.  „    30/. 

»» 

PAET  11. 
Rbligiok,  Education,  Cbimb. 

The  information  contained  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Returns  will  be 
found  to  be  wanting  in  some  few  particulars,  but  as  a  whole  may  be 
considered  to  be  suflSciently  correct  for  the  purpose  of  report 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  ministers  belonging  to  the 
yarious  religious  denommations,  and  who  were  re^ristered  in  this 
Office  to  celebrate  marriages,  had  increased  from  503  in  1872  to 
546  in  1873.  For  the  sake  of  convenience  I  shall  treat  them  as  con- 
nected with  those  denominations  which  received  pecuniary  aid  from 
the  Government,  and  those  which  were  not  in  this  position.  In  the 
first  class  we  find  that  there  were  466  ministers.  Under  the  heads  of 
Salary  and  Allowances,  and  Church  or  Schools  Estates,  the  sums 
received  were  20,1157.  and  3,766Z.  respectively ;  compared  with  1872 
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there  is  a  decrease  of  1,412/.  and  134/.     Ministers  belonging  to  non-    ^  wa^'" 

recipient  churches  numbered  80.     The  general  total  of  churches  or         * 

chapels  was  1,021,  which  provided  162,931  individual  sittings.  The 
estimated  attendance  on  the  Sunday  services  is  given  at  148,320,  and 
a  further  number  of  36,012  in  places  used  for  public  worship  other 
than  those  before  mentioned.  The  increases  in  these  figures  on  1872 
were  as  follows:  Churches  or  chapels,  45;  sittings,  4,374;  atten- 
dance, 4,987. 

Sunday  Schools. 

These  schools,  which  in  1872  numbered  962,  increased  in  1873  to 
1,023.  Teachers  from  6,234  to  6,497.  Children  on  the  registers, 
from  64,856  to  67,586,  and  the  average  attendance,  from  49,027  to 
51,474.  This  return  is  also  deficient,  but  not  so  as  materially  to 
affect  the  comparison  made. 

Day  Schools. 

The  return  of  private  schools  for  1873  does  not  exhibit  any 
marked  difierence  on  that  of  1872.  The  number  of  teachers  engaged 
in  tuition  during  the  year  was  904 ;  of  schools,  555 ;  and  of  scholars, 
16,035. 

The  schools  in  connection  with  the  G>uncil  of  Education  numbered 
942  and  teachers  1,389,  composed  of  877  males  and  512  females. 
The  number  of  children  attending  the  schools  was  49,545  males  and 
42,758  females,  in  all  92,303,  being  an  increase  on  the  previous  year 
of  3,816.  The  increase  on  the  year  1872  in  the  number  of  children 
attending  public  schools  was  2,548 ;  provisional  schools,  875 ;  and 
half-time  schools,  445.  The  denominational  schools  show  the 
following  results,  viz.,  Church  of  England,  a  decrease  of  713 ; 
Koman  Llatholic,  an  increase  of  484;  Jrresbyterian,  an  incr^^e  of 
28 ;  Wcsleyan,  an  increase  of  201 ;  and  Hebrew  a  decrease  of  52. 
The  total  decrease  in  denominational  schools  is  therefore  52. 

The  total  amount  paid  out  of  the  Colonial  Treasury  towards  the 
support  of  these  schools  was  121,285/.,  which  includes  a  sum  of  1,285/. 
from  the  Clergy  and  School  Estates  Bevenue  Fund,  and  is  less  by 
2,316/.  than  the  sum  pjud  in  1872. 

The  amount  received  from  contributions,  fees,  and  other  sources 
in  1873,  was  55,006/.,  being  an  increase  on  1872  of  4,857/.  In 
apportioning  the  fees  among  the  different  classes  of  schools  we  find 
first  on  the  list  that  the  public  schools  contributed  34,638^,  in 
which  is  comprised  6,058/.  as  local  contributions  on  account  of  build- 
ings. 

rrovisional  schools  produced  3,431/.,  and  half-time  schools 
530/. 

(Denominational  schools)  Church  of  England,  8,600/.;  Roman 
Catholic,  5,664/. ;  Presbyterian,  1,098/. ;  Wesleyan,  946'  ;  Hebrew, 
99/.  All  these  items  show  an  increase  on  1872,  with  the  exception 
of  Presbyterian,  Wesleyan,  and  Hebrew  schools. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  schools  under  the  control  of  the 
Council  of  Education  was  176,291/. 
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1872. 

1873. 

No.  Of      Ke.or 
Schools.  Teachen. 

No.  of 
SoDolftra* 

No.  of 
Scboola. 

Naof 
reacben. 

No.  of 
Scholars. 

Public  Sdiools    -       •       - 
Proviaonal  ditto      -        -   - 
Half-time  ditto    - 

896 
194 
101 

676 

194 

47 

46,458 
6,673 
1,702 

400 
216 
117 

685 

216 

59 

49,006 
7,548 
2,237 

691 

917 

54,923 

733 

900 

58,791 

Denominational  Schools — 
Church  of  England 
Bomaii  Catholic 
Presbyterian        ... 
Wesleyan        -       - 
fl<*rew       .        -       -        - 

98 
85 

If 

1 

203 

162 

26 

21 

3 

16,590 

13,065 

2,106 

1,539 

264 

96 
87 
15 
10 
1 

209 

170 

24 

21 

5 

15,877 

13,549 

2,134 

1,740 

212 

211 

415 

33,564 

209 

429 

33.512 

The  University  of  Sydney,  with  the  affiliated  Colleges  of  St  Paul\ 
St.  John's,  and  St.  Andrew's,  received  pecuniary  aid  from  the 
Government  to  the  amount  of  6,41 2Z.  Contrihutions,  fees,  &c.,  to  the 
University  amounted  to  2,421Z.,  and  to  St  Paul's  College  1,005Z. ; 
the  number  of  students  was  47  at  the  University,  12  at  St.  Paul's,  and 
4  at  St  John's. 

The  roll  of  the  Sydney  Grammar  School  shows  293  scholars  and 
13  masters.  The  Government  endowment  was  1,5007.  as  usual,  and 
fees,  &C.,  came  to  3,836/.,  in  all  5,336Z.  As  compared  with  1872 
there  is  an  increase  of  34  scholars  and  2  masters ;  and  the  excess  of 
fees  was  361/. 

The  general  total  of  those  receiving  instruction  throughout  the 
Colony  durinff.the  year  was  110,287,  and  the  sum  ex^nded  was 
221,598Z.  Fees  paid  to  private  schools  is  not  of  course  included  in 
this  last  sum. 

CrivM. 

The  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  records  show  that  during  the 
year  1873  there  were  347  committals,  of  which  327  went  to  trial; 
the  result  being  203  or  62  •  08  per  cent  of  convictions,  and  124  or 
37*92  per  cent  of  acquittals.  The  increase  on  1872  is  38  com- 
mittals, 84  trials,  31  convictions,  and  54  acquittals. 

In  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  it  will  be  seen  there  were  819 
committals,  of  which  667  were  sent  to  trial,  which  terminated  in 
444,  or  66*57  per  cent,  convictions,  and  223  or  33*43  per  cent 
acouittals. 

These  returns  do  not  exhibit  any  great  difference  on  the  year 
1872  On  looking  at  the  Decennial  TTable  of  Convictions  in  the 
Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  and  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  it  will  be 
found  that  the  total  number  of  convictions  during  the  year  was  647, 
the  mean  C*  the  decade  being  655. 

The  Summary  Jurisdiction  Betums  show  that  during  the  year  1873 
there  were  21,784  persons  taken  into  custody,  of  whom  about  70  per 
cent  were  convicted,  5  per  cent,  committed  for  trial,  and  25  per  cent 
discharged. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  convictions,  about  61  per  cent  were  for 
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druiikeDDesB ;   the  number  of  drunkards  being  9,246,  which  is  an    ^^  South 
increase  of  1,404  on  the  year  1872.  ^^^' 

Examining  the  educational  statue  of  the  prisoners  received  into  the 
various  gaols  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  1873  it  will  be  found 
that  43*56  per  cent,  could  read  and  write,  32*02  per  cent  could 
read  only,  and  24*42  per  cent  were  not  able  to  read  or  write. 

PART  III. 

Trads  akd  C!ommbkce. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

On  page  48  will  be  found  a  return  showing  the  value  of  imports 
and  exports  of  tlie  Colony  for  the  year  1873. 

Before  making  any  observations  I  must  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  returns  have  been  made  of  the  impart  and  export  trade 
across  and  via  the  river  Murray,  which  causes  a  considerable  decrease 
under  both  heads,  more  particularly  in  exports.  In  order  to  show 
something  like  what  would  have  been  the  result  if  the  returns  had 
been  kept  of  overland  traffic  from  and  to  Victoria  and  South  Australia, 
I  shall,  after  quoting  the  figures  in  the  return,  add  the  overland  traffic 
figures  for  1872. 

The  general  total  value  of  imports  as  shown  in  the  return  is 
10,471,483L  as  against  9,208,496^.  in  1872,  being  an  increase  of 
1,262,987Z. 

The  rate  of  imports  per  head  of  population*  is  19f.  1$.  3f  (i.,  and 
IZ.  128.  3|d.  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  Adding  the  figures  of 
overland  imports  for  1872,  we  have  a  total  of  11,088,388?.,  and 
an  increase  on  1872  of  1,879,8927.,  or  20Z.  3s.  9^d.  per  head  of 
population. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  in  value  to 
5,137,139/.,  the  difference  in  favour  of  the  year  under  consideration 
being  1,408,6827. 

From  British  Colonies  the  value  as  shown  by  the  return  is 
4,234,9817.,  and  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year  of  417,8727.,  which, 
with  the  addition  of  overland  trade  of  1872,  becomes  an  increase  of 
199,0337. 

"Without  taking  into  account  the  overland  import  items,  we  find  a 
decrease  from  Victoria  of  100,2317. 

New  2fealand  also  shows  a  decrease  of  128,0017.,  Queensland  an 
increase  of  79,1517.,  also  South  Australia  of  65,1747.,  and  Tasmania 
of  25,7527. ;  the  total  decrease  from  these  Colonies  being  58,1557. 
Under  other  British  Colonies  the  principal  items  of  increase  are  from 
Point  de  Galle,  126,8867. ;  Hong  Kong,  21,0687. ;  and  Mauritius, 
116,2487. 

From  foreign  States  we  received  goods  to  the  value  of  1,099,363 
which  is  an  excess  of  272,1777.  on  1872.     The  chief  increase  here  is 
from  the  United  States,  66,5687. ;.  China,  133,7577. ;  and  Honolulu, 
41,0827. 

The  returns  of  exports  for  the  year  1873  make  the  general  total 

♦  At  the  middle  of  the  year,  649,217. 
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Nur  South  to  be  9,387,873/.,  or  at  the  rate  of  171  Is.  lOid.  per  head  of  popula- 
'       tion,  which  is  considerably  lower  than  in  1872. 

Taking  the  overland  and  via  Murray  export  figures  for  the  year  1872 
as  an  estimate  for  1873,  which  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  low  one,  we 
find  our  exports  to  amount  to  11,815,829/.,  showing  an  increase  on 
1872  of  1,368,780/.,  and  bringing  the  rate  per  head  of  population 
to  21Z.  10«.  S^d. 

The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to 
6,657,559/.,  being  an  increase  of  1,730,831/. 

Omitting  overland  and  via  Murray  exports  to  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  British  Colonies  took  2,304,491/.  worth  of  goods,  which 
is  a  decrease  on  1872  of  413,571/. 

Our  exports  to  Victoria  (seaward)  show  a  decrease  on  1872 
of  125,722/.;  and  to  South  Australia  (seaward)  and  increase  of 
36,658/. 

The  New  Zealand  exports  trade  increased  by  50,223/. ;  Queens- 
land shows  a  decrease  of  143,614/. ;  and  Tasmania  also  of  18,949/. 

Foreign  States  were  our  customers  to  the  amount  of  425,823/., 
being  51,520/.  in  excess  of  1872.  The  returns  show  a  grand  total  of 
1,083,610/.  in  the  value  of  imports  over  exports. 

With  the  overland  and  via  Murray  traflSc  figures  of  1872,  exports 
will  be  found  to  be  in  excess  x)f  imports  by  1,344,346/. 

Shipping. 

The  shipping  return  of  vessels  entering  the  various  ports  of  the 
Colony  during  the  year  1873  exhibit  the  following  particulars  as  to 
number  and  tonnage. 

No.  Tonnage. 


*om  Great  Britain 

•       344 

271,625 

„     British  Possessions 

-    1,654 

530,448 

„    Foreign  States 

-       163 

72,731 

Total  -        -    2,161  874,804 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  the  year  1872  we  find  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  is  150,  representing  100,314  tons. 
The  principal  part  of  this  increase  is  in  vessels  from  Great  Britain, 
of  which  there  is  an  increase  of  145.  Shins  from  British  Possessions 
are  fewer  by  20,  and  from  foreign  States  tnere  is  an  increase  of  25. 

The  destination  of  vessels  inward  bound  with  their  number  and 
tonnage  is  as  follows  : — 

Sydney         .        ,        - 
Newcastle        ... 
Grafton        -        *        . 
Eden       .... 
Eichmond  River   - 
Tweed  lUver    -        -        . 

Total  - 


No.  Tonnago. 


1,079 

474,203 

978 

389,121 

18 

2,162 

4 

1,987 

63 

6,172 

29 

1,159 

2,161 

874,804 
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The  measurement  of  vessels  entering  Port  Jackson  is  in  excess  of    ^^  South 

1872  by  56,039  tons ;  Newcastle  also  shows  an  excess  of  46,707  tons,         jt 

and  Tweed  Ei?er  531  tons.     In  the  other  ports  above  named  there  is 
a  decrease. 

Referring  now  to  the  return  of  outward-bound  vessels  during  the 
year  1873,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  particulars  are  as  follows : — 

No.  Tonnage. 

To  Great  Britain  -        -        -        327  259^81 

„  British  Possessions        -    -     1,722  557,299 

^  Foreign  States         -        -       163  70,894 

Total        .        .    -    2,212  887,674 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year  there  is  a  total  excess  in  the 
measurement  of  outward-bound  vessels  of  74,124  tons,  viz.  86,297 
tons  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  British  Colonies  15,222  tons.  Foreign 
States  are  less  by  27,395  tons.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
leaving  the  several  ports  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  1873  are  as 
follows : — ' 

No.  Tonnage. 


From  Sydney 
„     Newcastle 

-       816 

367,351 

-   -    1,259 

498,468 

„     Grafton 

34 

4,141 

„    Eden      - 

-    -         26 

10,900 

„    Richmond  River  - 

46 

5,619 

„    Tweed  River   - 

-   -         31 

1,195 

Total 

-    2,212 

887,674 

The  increase  or  decrease  respectively  on  the  year  1872,  in 
tonnage  of  outward-bound  vessels  from  the  ports  of  the  Colony,  is  : 
from  rort  Jackson,  an  increase  of  6,606  tons ;  also  from  Newcastle, 
70,623  tons ;  and  Tweed  Kiver,  460  tons.  From  Grafton  there  is  a 
decrease  of  2,836  tons;  and  from  Eden,  of  2,236  tons. 

The  building  and  registering  of  new  vessels  during  the  year  1873 
has  caused  a  large  accession  to  our  mercantile  marine.  The  number 
of  new  vessels  built  and  registered  is  176,  being  63  in  excess  of  the 
year  1872.  The  total  number  of  vessels  of  aU  kinds  registered  in 
the  Colony  now  amounts  to  541,  with  a  measurement  of  12,908  tons. 

PART  IV. 

Mills  and  Manufaotubes. 

During  the  year  1872  there  were  in  the  Colony  7,769  manufac- 
tories and  works  of  all  descriptions;  and  the  returns  for  1873  show 
that  these  were  increased  by  506,  being  a  total  of  8,275.  The 
various  manufactories  and  machines  connected  with  agriculture  num^ 
bered  6,333,  as  against  5,940  in  1872. 

The  number  of  mills  employed  in  the  grinding  and  dressing  of 
grain  was  182,  being  a  slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year.     Out  of 

L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


162  PAPEBS  RELATING  TO 

Nirir  South  ^Jj^  ^^  number  of  these  mills  154  were  driven  by  steam,  15  by 
j^       water,  6  by  wind,  and  7  by  horse-power. 

In  the  working  of  raw  materials,  the  production  of  the  pastoral 
interest,  we  find  there  were  394  manufactories  or  machines,  being  13 
in  excess  of  1872.  Amonff  these  works  there  are  7  establishments 
for  the  mannfeu^ture  of  woollen  cloth  and  tweeds,  which  articles  were 
produced  to  the  extent  of  321,070  yards,  which  is  an  increase  of 
119,810  yards  on  the  previous  year. 

Under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  works  will  be  seen  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  following  manufactories,  viz.,  boot,  from  88  to  53  ; 
coach  and  waggon,  from  §5  to  103 ;  ship  and  boat  building  yards, 
fipom  90  to  103. 

PABT  V. 

Peoduotion. 

The  total  quantity  of  gold  received  by  escort  and  assaye<l  by  the 
Mint  during  the  year  1873  amounted  to  328,197  ounces,  of  the  value 
of  1,264,748/. 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year  the  quantity  is  diminished  by 
63,989  ounces,  and  the  value  by  248,438/. 

The  Western  Gold  District  supplied  268,418  ounces,  being  a 
reduction  on  1872  of  38,849  ounces.  Hargraves  and  Windeyer  and 
Stony  Creek  are  the  only  fields  exhibiting  increased  yields. 

From  the  Southern  Gold  District  the  return  shows  a  decrease  on 
1872  of  24,115  ounces,  the  total  for  the  year  under  consideration 
being  50,693  ounces.  From  some  of  the  gold  fields  in  this  district 
there  is  a  large  decrease  in  the  yield :  for  instance,  the  Aralnen  Gold 
Fields  from  20,000  to  7,236  ounces ;  Braidwood,  from  15,644  to 
10,086  ounces ;  Tumut,  from  4,282  to  2,854  ounces ;  Burrangong, 
from  8,475  to  3,815  ounces ;  Tumberumba  and  Wagrga  Wagga,  from 
3,719  to  825  ounces ;  Goulboum,  from  1,827  to  364  ounces.  From 
two  gold  fields  only  is  there  an  increase,  viz.,  from  Adelong  from 
17,042  to  21,607  ounces,  and  from  Gundagai  from  874  to  1,809 
ounces. 

The  decrease  on  1872  from  the  Northern  Gold  District  is  1,025 
ounces,  the  yield  for  the  year  1873  being  9,086  ounces.  There  is  a 
general  decrease  in  the  yield  of  gold  from  the  fields  in  this  district, 
with  the  exception  of  Eocky  Biver,  which  shows  an  increase  of  673 
ounces.  The  total  quantity  of  gold  received  by  escourt  into  the  Mint 
during  the  last  ten  years  amounts  to  2,731,540  ounces,  valued  at 
10,628,093/. 

Coal 

On  perusing  that  part  of  tne  return  of  mines  which  has  reference 
to  the  production  of  coal  and  shale,  a  large  increase  will  be  found 
both  in  quantity  aud  value  on  the  year  1872.  The  total  quantity 
produced  in  1873  k  1,192,861  tons,  valued  at  665,746/.,  being  an 
increase  in  quantity  of  180,435  tons,  and  in  value  of  269,549/.  Coal 
being  one  of  our  most  important  productions,  I  now  give  a  few  details 
to  point  out  from  whence  arises  the  increase  in  our  supply  over  the 
year  1872.  ^^^ 
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The  collieries  at  Hartley  have  increased  their  quantity  from  5,221    ^^  South 
to  9,865  tons.  ^!ff- 

From  the  mines  in  the  Maitland  District  we  find  that  the  quantity 
raised  is  30,570  tons,  being  an  increase  of  6,538  tons.^ 

The  Newcastle  Collieries  show  their  production  to  be  1,014,223 
tons,  as  aeainst  858,716  tons,  the  increase  here  being  155,507  tons. 

In  the  Wollongong  District  the  increase  in  production  on  the  year 
1872  is  13,580  tons,  the  figures  being  137,062  tons  as  against 
123,482  tons.  Two  of  the  collieries  in  this  district  show  a  decrease 
in  yield,  but  that  at  BuUi  makes  good  the  deficiency  by  an  excess  of 
26,186  tons. 

The  total  export  of  coal  for  1873  is  773,079  tons,  which  left 
419;782  tons  for  home  consumption.  The  total  value  of  our  export 
trade  for  the  year  is  526,0892.  The  increase  on  the  year  1872  is  in 
quantity  103,969  tons,  and  in  value  218,228/.  The  largest  customers 
of  this  article  of  trade  are  as  follows : — 

Tons.  Value. 

Victoria        ....    211,495        138,519/. 
South  Australia         -        -    -      82,779  46,976 

Tasmania     ....      12,254  8,299 

New  Zealand    ....    108,687  71,195 

Point  deGalle      -        •        -      11,140  7,371 

Shanghai 49,252  38,122 

Hong  Kong-        -        -        -      64,879  45,331 

United  States   -        -        .    -      94,893  69,392 

Mauritius     -        -        -        .       10,984  7,735 

Manilla 13,049  9,200 

Singapore     ....      13,755  9,862 

Calcutta 14,614  11,793 

Java 14,505  11,289 

Copper. 
The  produce  of  the  copper  mines  of  the  Colony  for  the  year  1873 
is  6,027  tons,  of  the  value  of  156,626/.    In  this  industry  we  also  find 
a  large  increase  in  quantity  and  value  over  1872,  which  is  4,142  tons 
of  or9  and  101,983^  in  pnce. 

Tin. 
The  quantity  of  tin  ore  produced  during  the  year  187  3 'is  found  to 
be  3,060  tons,  as  against  718  tons  in  the  previous  year.    The  value 
is  stated  to  be  152,916/.,  being  104,084/.  in  excess  of  the  sum  set 
down  for  1872. 

Kero$%ne  Shale. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  production  of  kerosine  shale.    The 
figures  for  the  year  under  consideration  beinff  17,850  tons,  valued  at 
50,475/.,  and  for  the  year  187i  the  quantity  is  11,040  tons,  valued  at 
28,700/. 

AffrieuUure. 
The  agricultural  returns  for  the  vear  1873  have  been  prepared 
with  an  additional  table,  ffiving  the  usual  information  in  police 
districts.  By  making  use  of  these  divbions,  which  are  for  the  most 
part  analogous  to  the  registration  districts,  it  is  thought  that  this 
portion  of  the  sfatistics  will  be  presented  in  a  more  intelli^ble  shape. 
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N^  SoDTu  The  Dumber  of  holders  of  land  (exclusive  of  occupiers  of  pastoral 
^^^'  lands)  exceeding  the  area  of  1  acre,  is  31,821,  of  which  21,447  are 
freeholders,  2,475  are  free  and  lease  holders,  and  7,899  are  solely 
leaseholders.  In  comparison  with  1872  there  is  a  total  increase  of 
479  in  the  number  of  the  three  classes.  The  total  area  of  land  held 
by  freeholders  is  7,000,619  acres,  and  leaseholders  occupy  3,507,897 
acres.  There  is  an  increase  under  both  these  holdings  of  694,425 
acres  and  25,363  acres  respectively. 

The  extent  of  land  enclosed  but  not  under  cultivation  is  5,775,983 
acres,  which  shows  an  increase  of  641,594  acres  on  the  year  1872. 
The  area  unenclosed  being  4,275,708  acres  as  against  4,199,703  acres 
the  previous  year.  The  general  total  area  of  land  held  as  freehold 
and  leasehold  is  10,508,516  acres,  of  which  number  there  are  456,825 
acres  is  cultivation.  In  grain  crops  we  find  wheat  occupied  166,646 
acres,  which  produced  2,238,414  bushels,  being  an  average  of  over 
13  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  giving  somewhat  over  4  bushels  per  head 
of  population. 

The  average  set  apart  for  the  growth  of  maize  is  116,141  acres, 
the  yield  of  which  is  4,120,112  bushels,  being  an  average  of  35 
bushels  to  the  acre.  The  breadth  of  land  sown  for  barley  is  3,558 
acres,  and  the  yield  came  to  66,225  bushels,  or  about  ISJ  bushels  to 
the  acre.  Oats  covered  16,173  acres,  of  which  the  produce  is 
302,600  bushels,  being  close  on  an  average  of  19  bushels  per  acre. 

Rye  and  millet  produced  17,646  and  4,372  bushels  respectively. 
As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  these  figures  .  show  a  decrease  of 
660,049  bushels  in  the  production  of  wheat,  and  4,483  bushels  of 
barley.  In  maize  we  find  an  increase  of  135,154  bushels,  and  in  oats, 
of  31,633  bushels. 

The  total  quantity  of  hay  produced  during  the  year  under  review 
is  108,944  tons,  distributed  as  follows : — From  wheat,  9,362  tons ; 
barley,  888  tons ;  oats,  52,870  tons ;  sown  grasses,  which  includes 
lucerne,  45,824  tons.  The  increase  or  decrease  on  the  years  ending 
31st  March,  1873  and  1874,  of  each  crop  grown  in  the  Colony,  and 
the  number  of  acres  under  tillage,  with  the  produce  thereof,  will  be 
found  on  reference  to  the  following  table : — 

CuMPABATiVB  Tabls  showiog  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  acreage  of  ibe  various  crops  under  cultivation,  as 
well  as  the  produce,  for  the  years  ending  31st  March,  1873  and  1874. 


1 

1873. 

1874. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

\^TVp8. 

Acres.) 

Produce. 

Acres.  1 

Produce. 

Acres. 

Produce. 

Acres. 

Produce. 

^Vheat        •       -       - 

177,561  3,898.463  bush. 

166,647 ' 

2,238,414  bush. 





10,904 

660,049  bush. 

Maize      .       .       -   - 

116,746 

3,984,968     „ 

116,141 

4,120,112     „ 

~ 

136,154  bush. 

604 

— 

Bftrley- 

3,727 

70,708     „ 

3,659 

66,226     „ 

— 

— 

168 

4,483  bush. 

Oatt        -       .       -   - 

13,686 

270,967     .. 

16,173 

302,600     „ 

2,687 

31,633  bush. 

— 

~ 

Rye     -       -       -       - 

1,260 

17,671     „ 

1,234 

17,646     „ 

— 

26 

26  bush. 

MlUet      .... 

281 

4,243     „ 

276 

4.372     „ 

_ 

129  bush. 

6 

— 

Potatoes      - 

16,123 

46,112  tons 

14.212 

42,281  tons 

— 

— 

911 

2,831  tons. 

Tobacco  - 

440 

2.761  cwt 

199 

1,J71  cwt 

~- 

— 

241 

1,580  cwt 

Arrowroot  -       -       - 

38 

32,618  lbs. 

32 

31,430  lbs. 

_ 

— . 

,6 

1,183  lbs. 

Sorghum  and  imphee  - 

Sugar- ( Productive  •  - 

cane  (  Unproductive 

69 

44  tons 

96 

42  tons 

27 

— 

— 

2  tons. 

3,470 

97,820  cwt. 

3.565 

14,627  cwt 

95 

-. 

— 

83,193  cwt 

2,001 

— 

3,106 

— 

1,104 

» 

•— 

— 

Hay    -       -       -       - 

66,832 

106,929  tons 

70.700 

108,944  tons 

4,868 

3,016  tons 

.— 

— 

For         wine- 

making 

2.668 

461.450  galls. 

3,183 

675,985  galls. 

615 

124,636  galls. 

-. 

— 

Vines 

For    fruit    for 

table  use      - 

656 

673  tons 

651 

617  tons 

»» 

44  tons 

104 

— 

Unproductive  - 

866 

.. 

792 

_ 

_ 

^- 

74 

— 

Gardens  and  orchards  - 

16.016 

_ 

16,540 

_ 

1,624 

«« 

— 

Green  fodder   . 

32,610 

•* 

36,399 

». 

3,889 

.. 

_ 

«— 

Another     -       -       - 

2,892 

*"* 

3.418 

~~ 

526 

~~ 

"~ 
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The  importation  of  breadstuffs  into  the  Colony  during  the  year  ^^^^  Bomu 
1873  is  shown  to  be  of  the  value  of  412,882t,  being  a  decrease  of  ^J^' 
16,270/.  on  the  previous  jrear.  The  nrincipal  market  from  whence 
the  supply  was  obtaided  is  from  Soutn  Australia,  to  the  amount  of 
345,924?.,  which  is  35,359Z.  in  excess  of  the  figures  for  1872.  There 
is  also  an  increase  from  Tasmania  to  the  amount  of  9,692Z.  The 
value  of  these  imports  had  decreased  from  New  Zealand  by  27,9427., 
and  from  the  United  States  by  14,586Z. 

The  quantity  and  estimated  value  of  the  import  of  breadstuffs  for 
the  last  five  years,  and  the  quantity  and  estimated  value  of  the  same 
commodity  produced  in  the  Colony,  with  rate  per  head  of  population, 
is  here  given. 

Table  showing  the  importations  of  wheat  and  flour,  with  estimated 
value  and  quantity,  and  rate  per  head  of  the  population,  for  the  last 
five  years ; — 


Year  P^«^»- 
^**'-    lion. 


I 

1869  485.356 

1870  ,502^61 

1871  51»,IH2 
^n  639,1»0 
1873  550,276 

Average 


Imports. 


Wheat 


Flonr 

and  I 

Bread. 


Estl 
mated 


Value 
of  Ini- 
ports 
per 


Value,  bead  of 

I  Popu- 

Utfon. 


bush.  tons.  I  £  £  s.  d.  bash.  s. 
782.657,18,470  469^2  0  19  4  3,200.959;  6 
571.278  21,250  411,490  0  16  4  999,595 1  *5 
1.043,4741 20,796  578,242  1  2  3  2.229,642'  5 
633,285' 18,498  1429,152  0  15  11  2,898,463  6 
818,845J  17^97  412,882  0  14    8,2,238,414|    5 


Produce  of  tbe  Colony. 


Wheat 


iLsrerage 

price 

per 

bushel 

in 
Sydney. 


lvalue  of 
-,  Imports 
Value  of     and 
Produce  Produce 
Estl-      of  the   I   of  the 
mated    Colony  |  Colony 
Value,  per  head  per  h^ 
of  Popa-  of  Popu- 
lation.    laUon. 


£. 
960,287 
262,393 
650,311 
869,539 
643.544 


769,908 19,242  460,207  0  17     8  2,313,414    5    9    677,215    1     6    0   2    3    8    87.552    5,329     96,050 ;     3 


£  s.  d, 
1  19    6 

0  10    5 
15    0 

1  12    3 


Exports. 


\Vheat 


£  8.  d.    bush. 
2  18  10     74,894 

1  6    9i  73,206 

2  7    3    60,596 
2    8    2  152.097 


1    2  11    1  17    7  I  76.969 


I 


Flour 
and 
Bread.   Vulue. 


I  Value  of 
Est!-  lExportH 
mated  per  head 

of  Popu- 
latloi.. 


tons.  I  £ 
6,960  '114,799 
6,092  97.644 
4,911  ,  86.685 
4,293  1  98,229 
4,390  I  82.893 


t.    d, 

4  8 
3  10 
3  4 
3  7 
2  11 


*  Banged  firom  St.  to  5f .  6<I. ;  calcolatlons  made  on  5f .  3cl. 

Vineyards. 

There  is  a  marked  advance  in  the  culture  of  the  vine  during  the 
year  1873.  The  number  of  acres  so  occupied  for  wine-making 
purposes,  and  yielding  returns,  was  3,183,  being  an  increase  of  615 
acres  on  1872.  The  production  also  increased  from  451,450  gallons 
of  wine  to  575,985  gallons,  a  difierence  of  124,535  gallons.  Brandy 
to  the  extent  of  1,916  gallons  was  also  produced. 

The  area  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  vine-producing  grapes 
for  table  use  is  551  acres ;  the  quantity  produced  is  617  tons,  vines 
unproductive  covered  792  acres.  The  cultivation  of  the  vine  in  the 
Colony,  during  the  year  1873,  occupied  a  general  total  area  of  4,525 
acres,  as  against  4,090  acres  in  the  previous  year. 

Live  Stock. 

The  returns  of  live  stock  are  supplemented  by  a  new  table, 
showing  the  number  of  each  description  of  stock  in  each  of  the  police 
districts. 

The  general  total  number  of  horses,  horned  cattle,  sheep,  and 

Eigs,  in  the  Colony  on  March  31,  1874,  amounted  to  23,205,320, 
eing  an  increase  on  the  same  date  in  1873  of  2,810,300  head.  An 
increase  will  be  found  in  each  class  of  live  stock,  except  in  horses, 
which  shows  a  small  decrease^     The  following  comparative  table 
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New  Sooth    ^u  gijow  at  a  arlance  the  number  of  eadi  kind  of  stock  at  the  two 
^!l!:^-       periods:- 


Tmt  ended  3lBt  March. 

Horsefl. 

Horned  Cattle. 

Sbeep.^ 

Pigs. 

1873  -        -        -        - 

1874  -        -        -    - 

328,408 
328,014 

2.287.660 
2.710.874 

17,560.048 
19,928,690 

218,904 
238,342 

Increase 
Decrease  -       -   - 

894 

422,714 

2,368,542 

19,488 

PART  VI. 

MONETABY  AND  FiNAKOIAL. 

Ccyin  and  Bullion, 

The  return  of  coin  and  bullion  shows  the  total  amount  in  the 
Mint,  Colonial  Treasury,  and  various  banks  of  the  Colony,  on 
December  31,  1873,  and  also  gives  the  average  amount  of  gold  and 
specie  held  by  each  of  the  banks.  The  amount  of  gold,  bullion, 
and  sovereigns  held  by  the  banks  was  of  the  value  of  2,009,277/., 
and  by  the  Mint,  99,499/.,  making  a  general  totaKof  2,108,7767., 
which  is  less  than  the  total  of  the  previous  year  by  744,271/.  The 
general  average  of  the  year  was  2,103,924/.,  which  is  also  a  decrease 
on  1872  of  882,475/. 

Tajper  Currency  in  Circulation. 

The  average  paper  currency  of  the  several  banks  of  the  Colony 
for  the  year  1873  amounted  in  value  to  957,800/. 

The  value  of  notes  in  circulation  on  December  31,  1873,  was 
1,037,984/.  The  excess  in  the  aveipLge  on  the  previous  year  is 
168,306/.,  and  in  notes  in  circulation,  90,168/. 

The  return  numbered  110  gives  the  quarterly  average  assets  and 
liabilities  and  the  capital  and  profits  of  the  banks  of  the  Colony  for 
the  year  1873. 

Savings  Banks. 

The  New  South  Wales  Savings  Bank  return  is,  as  a  whole,  of  a 
satisfactory  character,  as  the  following  figures  will  testify.  The 
total  depositors  in  the  Colony,  which  in  1872  numbered  25,561, 
increased  in  1873  to  27,461.  The  amount  to  credit  of  these 
depositors  was  1,164,561/.,  being  an  increase  of  135,823/.  on  the 
previous  year.  Out  of  the  total  number  of  depositors  there  were 
21,355  on  the  books  of  the  Baftk  in  Sydney,  and  6,106  in  country 
districts.  The  Sydney  depositors  had  to  their  credit  the  sum  of 
892,908/.,  and  those  in  the  country,  271,653/.  The  average  savings 
of  each  Sydney  depositor  comes  to  41/.  16«.  3rf.,  and  of  each  one  in 
the  countiT  to  44/.  9s.  9d.  The  amount  to  credit  of  reserve  fund 
stood  at  125,300/.  The  balance  to  credit  of  depositors  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  Government  Savings  Banks  on  December  31,  1873, 
amounted  to  206,070/.,  being  125,126/.  in  excess  of  the  figures  at  the 
same  date  in  1872. 

The  number  of  accounts  open  at  the  close  of  X872  was  2,589,  and 
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there  were  3,935  accounts  opened  during  1873.  Deducting  1,155 
accounts,  which  were  closed  in  1873,  we  have  a  total  of  5,369  open 
accounts  on  December  31  of  that  year,  so  that  the  number  of  accounts 
was  more  than  doubled  during  the  year  1873. 

Branch  Boyal  Mint 

The  total  value  of  gold  dust  or  bullion  received  by  the  Mint  for 
coinage  during  the  year  1873  amounted  to  1,611,941/.  The  decrease 
in  value  on  the  year  1872  is  451,834/.  The  total  value  of  coin  and 
bullion  issued  by  the  Mint  amounted  to  1,528,963/.,  being  562,7«5/. 
less  than  in  1872.  The  revenue  of  the  Mint  is  shown  to  have  been 
12,387/-,  as  against  17,789/.  in  the  previous  year.  The  establishment 
of  a  Mint  in  Melbourne  lessened  the  receipt  of  gold  by  the  Sydney 
Mint  to  the  amount  of  120,750/.,  which  was  the  value  for  1872,  and 
the  following  comparative  table  will  show  how  the  balance  of  the 
decrease  is  made  up : — 


187a. 

1873. 

Increftse.* 

llDecroMe. 

New  Sonlh  Wales 

Victoria 

New  Zealand     - 
Queensland     -       -       -    - 
Tasmania    -        -        -        - 
New  Caledonia       -        -    - 
Coin           -       .       -       . 

1.278,127 

120,750 

184.226 

457,169 

8.715 

8,986 

5,801 

997,216 

87,792 

517,383 

760 

7,099 

1,691 

£ 
60,214 

t 

280,912 

120.750 

96,484 

7^5 
1,887 
4,110 

Total     .       .  . 

2,063.774 

1,611,940        60,214 

512,048 

Railways, 

The  net  revenue  derived  from  the  railways  in  the  Colony  during 
the  year  1873  was  largely  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  the 
amount  being  247,550/.,  showing  an  increase  of  28,698/. 

The  progress  in  the  way  of  extension  is  represented  by  5  miles. 
Taking  the  results  of  each  of  our  lines  of  railway,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  total  earnings  of  the  Southern  line,  with  134  miles,  amounted 
to  171,252/.,  and  the  expenditure  for  working  came  to  94,786/., 
leaving  a  net  balance  of  76,466/.,  which  is  10,836/.  in  excess  of 
1872. 

The  figures  of  the  passenger  traffic  show  an  increase  of  5,545/. ; 
rents,  &c.,  823/. ;  and  carriage  of  goods,  14,869/.  Working  expenses 
increased  by  10,400/. 

The  gross  amount  received  on  the  Western  line,  with  127  miles  of 
traffic,  was  177,703/.,  and  the  outlay  for  working  expenses  came 
to  66,732/.,  which  gives  a  net  profit  of  110,971/.  The  increase  in 
receipts  from  passengers  was  1,730/. ;  from  miscellaneous,  470/. ;  and 
from  freight  of  goods,  13,918/.  Working  expenses  absorbed  12,799/. 
more  than  in  1872. 

The  net  proceeds  of  the  Richmond  line,  16  miles  in  length,  came 
to  376/.,  being  slightly  less  than  in  1872.  The  excess  of  expenditure 
over  earnings  was  1,349/. 

The  Northern  line,  with  124  miles,  earned  the  gross  amount  of 
129,014/.,  which,   after  deducting  69,277/.  for  working  expenses, 


New  South 
Walbb. 
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N^  South    leaves  a  net  profit  of  59,737Z.      Passenger  traffic  yielded  an  increase 
,.^!^'       of  5,037Z. ;  rents,  &c.,   1731. ;    and  charges  for    carrying  goods, 
16,305Z. 

Electric  TdegrapJis. 

The  number  of  stations  in  the  Colony  for  the  transmission  of 
messages  was  105,  being  an  increase  of  13  on  the  year  1872.  An 
addition  of  407  miles  of  wire  was  made  during  the  year,  bringing  un 
the  total  to  6,521  miles,  the  total  cost  of  which  amounts  to  21 8,3 6  u. 
The  number  of  messages  transmitted  during  the  year  was  363,950, 
which  is  28,128  in  excess  of  the  previous  year  The  revenue  obtained 
was  41,132Z.,  as  against  45,020Z.  in  1872. 

British  Australian  telegrams  increased  from  243  in  1872  to  1,410 
in  1873,  and  the  amount  received  on  this  account  was  16,148/.,  the 
figures  for  1872  being  2,671/.  Balances  on  intercolonial  and 
guarranteed  business  amounted  to  4,544/.  The  general  total  busi- 
ness transacted  during*  the  year  is  365,360  messages,  at  a  cost  of 
61,824/. 

Post- Offices.   ) 

At^the  close  of  the  year  1873  there  were  654  Post-Offices  esta- 
blished in  various  parts  of  the  Colony.  Thirty-two  new  offices  were 
opened  during  the  year  under  review.  The  number  of  persons 
employed  in  connection  with  the  Post-Offices  was  809,  as  against  761 
in  1872.  The  extent  of  the  postal  lines  was  15,588  miles,  Slowing  an 
increase  of  824  miles. 

The  total  income  of  the  year  from  the  transmission  of  letters, 
newspapers,  &c.,  amounted  to  109,564/.  The  total  expense  incurred, 
including  estimated  outstanding  liabilities  for  the  year,  was  96,075/., 
showing  a  surplus  of  13,489/.  in  favour  of  income.  The  amount  of 
business  transacted  is  represented  by  9,602,600  letters,  5,258,700 
newspapers,  and  209,600  packets,  all  of  which  totals  are  largely  in 
excess  of  1872,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  return.  Of  the 
total  number  of  letters  transmitted  by  post,  there  were  1,374,900 
foreign,  7,173,000  inland,  and  1,054,700  town.  Foreign  newspapers 
numbered  1,333,700,  and  inland  3,925,000, 

Money  Orders. 
The  figures  of  the  money  orders  returns  for  1873  di^close  a  large 
increase  on  those  for  1872.    There  were  92,744  orders  issued  during 
the  year,  representing  a  money  value  of  420,294/.,  the  increase  in  the 
number  being  5,309,  and  in  value  26,412/. 

Military  and  Naval. 
The  amount  expended  on  behalf  of  the  Military  service  was 
65,976/.  as  against  57,432  in  1872.  The  principal  item  under  this 
head  is  35,134/.  for  construction  of  fortifications  and  completion  of 
works  of  defence.  The  sum  expended  on  the  Navad  service  is  5,116/. 
—the  total  for  both  branches  being  71,092/. 

Municipalities. 
At  the  end  of  the  municipal  year  in  February,  1874,  there  were 
71   municipalities  in   existence,  exclusive  of  the  City   of  Sydney, 
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throughout  the  Colony.     The  general  total  estimated  annual  value  of    ^^,?2^ 
ratable  property  was  940,191t,  the  revenue  derived  from  which  is  '  "" 

stated  to  amount  to  45,880/.,  to  which  must  be  added  a  sum  of 
18,962Z.  received  as  grants  from  the  Government,  making  a  total 
received  of  64,842Z. 

The  return  shows  that  there  are  25  municipalities  which  have 
contracted  loans  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  22,283/.  The 
expenditure  on  behalf  of  office  expenses  and  salaries  is  put  down  at 
12,234/.,  which  being  deducted  from  the  annual  revenue  leaves 
52,608/.  to  be  expended  on  roads  and  streets,  payment  of  interest,  &c. 

The  extent  of  roads  and  streets  under  the  control  of  the  munici- 
palities was  1,837  miles. 

PAET  VII. 

MiSOELLAKEOUS. 

JPMie  Works. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  public  works  of  the  Colony,  which 
reached  475,814/.  m  1872,  was  increased  in  1873  to  507,862,  showing 
an  additional  outlay  of  122,048/.  The  various  works  on  which  the 
total  amount  was  expended  are  as  follows : — 

£ 

Railways 125,009 

Electric  Telegraphs      -        -        -    -  10,956 

Roads  and  Bridges  ....  252,045 

Harbours  and  ifivers    -        -        -    -  111,160 

Public  Buildings      ....  98,692 

Total        -        .    .    597,862 

Meteorology. 

The  abstracts  of  meteorological  observations  taken  at  the  Sydney 
Observatory  during  the  year  1873  show  that  the  highest  mean 
temperature  in  the  shade  was  bl*l  and  the  lowest  49*1.  The 
highest  shade  temperature  was  in  December,  when  the  thermometer 
stood  at  100 '1,  and  the  lowest  reading  was  38*  in  the  month  of 
July.  The  total  rainfall  recorded  for  the  year  1873  is  73  *  263  inches, 
being  greater  by  23*329  inches  than  the  average  rainfall  of  the 
preceding  fourteen  years.  The  greatest  quantity  of  rain  in  any  one 
day  was  in  February,  when  it  reached  8*900  inches. 

Beat  and  Leasehold  Estates. 

The  number  of  transactions  in  real  and  leasehold  estates  registered 
during  the  year  1873  was  6,189,  representing  a  value  of  2,352,121/. 
As  compared  with  1872,  there  is  an  increase  of  761  in  the  number 
of  transactions,  and  of  430,515/.  in  value. 

The  amount  of  money  lent  on  mortgage  during  the  year  was 
711,315/.,  as  against  611,857i,  in  1872.  Mortgages  were  discharged 
to  the  value  of  541,654/. ;  and  conveyances  under  mortgage  show  a 
sum  of  132,874/. 
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Nw  South  Liens  on  Wool  and  Mortgages  on  Live  Stock. 

Wales.  _ 

The  number  of  preferable  liens  on  wool  registered  during  the  year 

1873  was  377,  securing  an  amount  of  472,861?.  The  security 
comprised  3,195,817  sheep.  Comparing  these  figures  with  1872  we 
find  an  increase  of  479,439'  sheep  and  of  95,829Z.  Live  stock 
mortgages  registered  during  the  year  number  371,  and  secured  the 
sum  of  1,723,337Z. ;  the  security  comprising  2,383,310  sheep,  128,860 
homed  cattle,  and  3,808  horses.  The  excess  in  the  figures  over  1872 
is  as  follows : — sheep,  916,290  ;  homed  cattle,  14,059  ;  horses,  388. 
The  registered  discbarges  of  mortgages  on  live  stock  amounted  in 
value  to  1,015,863/. 

Hens  on  Oromng  Crojps. 

The  number  of  registrations  of  liens  on  growing  crops  was  346,  and 
the  amount  lent  was  12,475/.  The  number  of  these  transactions  had 
increased  by  65,  and  the  amount  secured  by  679/. 

Beai  Property  Act. 

The  Decennial  Betura  of  the  number  of  applications,  &c.,  under 
the  Real  Property  Act  shows  that  the  number  of  applications  received 
during  the  year  1873,  to  bring  land  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
has  been  gradually  diminishing  since  the  year  1865,  when  the  number 
received  was  434 ;  the  number  for  the  year  under  review  being  251, 
which  is  an  excess  of  22  on  the  year  1872.  It  may  be  asked  why  is 
this  decrease  in  the  receipt  of  applications  for  certificates  of  title 
•  under  an  Act  which  so  greatly  improves  the  position  of  property 
holders  ?  This  being  a  branch  of  the  department  under  my  super- 
vision I  must  state  that  in  my  opinion  many  of  the  public  have  been 
Erevented  from  participating  m  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred 
y  the  Real  Property  Act,  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  the  examination 
of  titles.  1  trust,  however,  that  the  late  appointment  of  a  third 
Examiner  of  Titles  will  remove  the  constant  complaints  which  have 
been  made  to  me  on  this  subject.  The  declared  value  of  property 
comprised  in  the  applications  received  during  the  year  1873  amounted 
to  335,289/.,  a  sum  more  than  double  that  of  the  previous  year,  and 
larger  than  any  year  of  the  decade.  I  now  come  to  the  fees  received 
during  the  year  1873  for  certificates  of  title  and  other  dealings  under 
the  Real  rroperty  Act  The  total  sum  obtained  was  4,341/.,  of 
which  amount  3,2361.  was  paid  into  Consolidated  Revenue  Account, 
and  the  balance  to  credit  of  Commissioners  of  Title  and  Assurance 
Fund. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  fees  paid  into  the  revenue  is  371/., 
which  it  will  be  observed  is  somewhere  about  the  same  amount  of 
increase  in  each  year  of  the  decade. 

The  number  of  Crown  grants  registered  under  the  Real  Property 
Act  is  3,454,  comprising  property  for  which  the  Grovernment  received 
the  sum  of  248,792/.  The  total  value  of  land  brought  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year  by  applications  and  Crown  grants 
amounted  to  584,081/.  The  aggregate  amount  of  consideration 
money  expressed  in  transfers  under  Act  is  441,934/.,  and  the  sum 
secured  by  mortgage  is  751,046/. 
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The  total  area  of  land  the  title  to  which  was  under  the  provisions  ^^^^^ 
of  the  Real  Property  Act  on  the  31st  Decembep,  1873,  is  1,976,445 
acres,  the  total  value  of  which  is  stated  to  be  4,680,711Z.  The 
present  value,  however,  I  estimate  at  a  much  larger  figure.  The 
amount  to  credit  of  Assurance  Fund,  on  31st  December,  1873,  was 
10,609?. 

The  total  sum  received  as  fees  by  both  of  the  Registration  Branches 
of  this  Department,  and  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Account 
during  the  year,  for  the  reffistration  of  various  transactions  in  connec- 
tion with  landed  estates,  &c.,  under  the  old  system,  and  under  the 
Real  Property  Act,  amounted  to  6,438/.,  which  is  only  about  250/. 
short  of  the  sum  expended  in  administration. 

Insolverwies. 

The  number  of  insolvencies  during  the  year  1873  was  426,  being 
66  fewer  than  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  lowest  number 
for  any  one  year  of  the  decade.  The  amount  of  liabilities  disclosed 
by  insolvents'  schedules  was  301,225/.,  and  the  assets  are  stated  to 
have  been  120,136/.,  showing  a  deficiency  of  181,089/.  The  Court 
fees  in  insolvency  paid  into  the  Treasury  amounted  to  1,587/. 

Miners'  Bights  and  Business  Licences. 

The  number  of  miners'  rights  issued  at  the  several  gold  fields  and 
Colonial  Treasury  in  the  year  1873  was  22,956,  which  is  less  by 
7,673  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  also  1,350  business 
licences  issued  as  against  1,723  in  1872.  The  number  of  applications 
for  leases  of  auriferous  land  was  1 ,734,  showing  a  large  decrease  on 
1872,  when  they  numbered  5,013. 

Publicans*  Licences, 

The  total  number  of  publicans'  licences  issued  throughout  the 
Colony  in  the  year  1873  was  2,471,  as  against  2,403  in  the  previous 
year. 

Volunteer  Force,  Naval  Brigade,  dtc. 

The  general  total  number  on  the  roll  of  the  Volunteer  corps  and 
companies  in  1873  was  4,694  of  all  grades.  The  distribution  of  the 
Force  is  as  follows : — General  Stafl^,  37 ;  Brigade  Band,  39 ;  Artillery 
and  Engineers,  923  ;  Rifles,  2,772 ;  and  Cadets,  923.  The  increase 
of  members  over  the  year  1872  is  508.  The  expenditure  incurred 
on  behalf  of  this  branch  of  the  service  was  14,727/.,  being  4,635/.  in 
excess  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  strength  of  the  Naval  Brigade 
for  the  year  1873  was  302,  being  50  over  the  number  given  in  the 
return  for  1872.  The  cost  of  maintenance  was  4,818/,  as  against 
3,933/.  in  1872. 

Land  Sales. 

The  return  of  land  sold,  otherwise  than  conditionally,  shows  a  very 
large  increase  of  business  in  the  Lands  Department.  The  total  area 
ahenated  amounted  to  389,200  acres,  for  which  the  sum  of  409,338/. 
was  received,  being  an  average  of  1/.  Is.  O^d.  per  acre.  From  these 
figures  we  find  an  excess  over  the  year  1872  of  222,367  acres  sold. 
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Nbw^^th    and  an  increase  of  282,276?.  to  the  land  revenue,  by  far  the  greater 
J^'       portion  of  which  sum  was  obtained  from  the  sale  of  land  in  the 
pastoral  districts  of  the  Colony. 

During  the  year  1873  there  were  18,417  selections  of  conditional 
purchases  of  land,  comprising  an  area  of  1,391,719  acres. 

The  gross  amount  realized  in  the  year  was  440,686Z.,  distributed 
as  follows : — Deposit,  347,930?. ;  balance  of  purchase  money,  38,354Z. ; 
interest,  54,402/.  On  comparing  these  amounts  with  those  of  1872, 
we  find  a  large  increase  under  every  head,  viz. : — Number  of  selections, 
5,136;  area  of  land,  642,133  acres;  deposit  money,  160,5342.; 
balance  of  purchase  money,  13,6627. ;  interest,  8,726Z. ;  in  all,  a  gross 
total  increase  of  182,922?. 

The  grand  total  amount  actually  received  in  the  year  1873  from 
the  sale  of  land,  inclusive  of  conditional  purchases  and  interest  on 
same,  amounted  to  845,410?.,  a  sum  far  beyond  the  receipts  of  any 
year  in  the  decade. 

I  now  dose  this  Report,  which,  taken  in  its  entirety,  exhibits  most 
satisfactory  results  as  to  the  progress  of  the  Colony  during  the  year 
1873. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        E.  G.  Wabd, 

Registrar-General. 
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Tasmaxu.. 


TASMANIA. 


No.  IS.  No.  16. 

GoYernor  Du  Cai^b  to  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

Government  House,  Tasmania, 
My  Lord,  August  7, 1874. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  vour  Lordship  four  copies  of 
the  Statistics  of  Tasmania  for  the  year  1873. 

2.  These  Statistics  have  been  collected  and  arranged  by  Mr.  E.  C. 
Nowell,  and  are  accompanied  by  his  usual  able  and  elaborate  intro- 
ductory Report. 

3.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  Report,  save  to  endorse  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr.  Nowell  as  to  the  reviving  prosperity  of  the  Colony. 
In  the  present  position  of  Tasmania,  and  the  signs  of  energy  and 
enterprise  which  are  once  more  beginning  to  manifest  themselves, 
there  is,  as  he  justly  observes,  more  matter  for  congratulation  than 
has  appeared  for  many  years  past.  I  can  only  trust  that  this  return 
to  a  brighter  state  of  things  may  be  rendered  permanent  by  a  judicious 
and  intelligent  development  or  those  great  natural  resources  which, 
without  doubt,  exist  m  the  country,  and  ought  to  secure  for  it  a 
higher  position  than  it  has  hitherto  held  in  the  Australasian  group  of 
Colonies. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Charles  Du  Cank. 

&c.     &c    &c. 


Assimilation 
and  connmri- 
Bon  of  Stilt ia- 
tic8. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 

To  the  Hon.  The  Colonial  Secretary. 

Legislative  Council  Office,  Hobart  Town, 
Sib,  •  July  16, 1874. 

I  have  again,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  Government 
Statistician,  to  forward  to  you  the  Annual  Statistics  of  this  Colony ; 
the  present  volume  containing  those  of  1873. 

Before  proceeding  to  summarize  the  results  of  the  returns  forming 
this  volume,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  reference  is  demanded  to  the 
Eesolution  of  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  diflFerent  Colonies  adopted  at 
their  meeting  at  Sydney  held  in  the  early  part  of  1873.  That  Reso- 
lution vras  to  the  effect,  that  "  With  a  view  to  facilitate  comparison 
"  between  the  official  Statistics  of  all  the  various  Australasian  Colonies, 
"  it  was  resolved  by  the  Conference  that  it  is  expedient  to  have  all  such 
"  Statistics  framed,  as  far  as  possible,  upon  a  uniform  system ;  and 
**  that  the  Governments  of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  be  requested 
*^  to  prepare  a  plan  and  submit  a  draft  thereof  to  the  several 
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"  Governments  for  consideration.*'  The  Governments  of  these  two  Tasmania. 
Colonies  are,  I  understand,  still  engaged  in  considering  this  question ; 
and  beyond  communicating  with  the  Registrar-General  of  Victoria, 
both  personally,  on  occasion  of  his  paying  a  visit  to  this  Colony  at  a 
later  period  of  the  year,  and  by  letter  m  reference  to  the  form  of 
Criminal  Statistics  suggested  in  a  Despatch  from  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Secretary  of  State,  but  little  could  be  done  towards  making  any 
alteration  in  the  form  of  the  returns  for  the  past  year. 

As  to  the  desirability  of  establishing  such  a  uniform  system,  if  it 
were  possible,  there  can  be  no  question,  and  every  one  who  has  ever 
attempted  to  compare  the  condition  in  any  respect  of  one  country 
with  that  of  another,  must  have  had  practical  reasons  for  admitting  it; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  possible,  to  any  great  extent,  so  to 
assimilate  the  Statistics  of  different  countries  as  to  make  comparison 
always  sofe  and  easy.  For  to  institute  such  a  comparison,  the  con- 
ditions must  be  precisely  similar,  since  any  difference  in  the  circum- 
stances of  either  country  must  vitiate  the  result.  For  instance,  it  is  a 
very  common  thing  to  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  comparisons  between 
the  taxation  of  different  countries;  and  it  is  frequently  assumed  that 
if  one.  A,  pays  lOZ.  per  head  in  import  duty,  and  another,  B,  only 
51 J  A  is  taxed  twice  as  heavily  as  B.  But  there  is  no  greater  fallacy 
than  this,  as  may  easily  be  demonstrated.  If  exactly  the  same  number 
of  articles  are  subject  to  import  duties,  and  the  rates  of  duty  are 
exactly  the  same  in  both  countries,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  one  spends 
twice  as  much  in  the  purchase  of  such  articles  as  the  other ;  and  it  is 
a  fair  assumption,  since  the  expenditure  is  purely  voluntary,  that  A 
does  so  because  it  is  twice  as  wealthy  as  B.  'But  if  we  find  that  A  is 
charged  50  per  cent  more  per  lb.  for  its  tea  and  sugar,  and  50  per 
cent,  more  per  gallon  for  its  wine,  beer,  and  spirits,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  fcr  all  other  things  coming  through  the  Customs,  then,  and 
only  then,  is  A  taxed  more  heavily  to  such  extent  than  B.  Thus  the 
rate  per  head  of  total  Customs  duties  is  no  safe  ground  of  comparison 
as  to  the  burden  of  taxation,  unless  taken  in  connection  with  the  rate 
of  duty  on  each  article.  So  again,  it  is  utterly  misleading  to  compare 
the  amount  paid  to  the  general  Gxivernment  in  different  countries  as 
a  criterion  without  taking  into  account  the  local  burdens  also.  What 
is  borne  as  a  compulsory  tax  in  one  country  may  be  paid  as  a  local 
and  voluntary  rate  in  another.  For  instance,  much  of  that  which  is 
raised  as  a  poor  rate  in  England,  and  disbursed  by  the  districts,  in 
Tasmania  is  borne  by  the  general  Government.  If  therefore  we  were 
to  compare  the  figures  for  the  two  countries,  without  giving  due 
weight  to  this  fact,  we  should  be  making  a  wrong  use  of  them. 
To  take  another  example :  suppose  it  were  desired  to  compare  the 
public  expenditure  in  Tasmania  with  that  of  some  other  country,  say 
New  South  Wales.  If  we  were  merely  to  contrast  the  rate  per  head 
in  each  case,  our  deductions  would  be  fallacious,  because  the  system 
of  Government  is  not  the  same  in  both  cases.  The  Police  and  Roads, 
for  example,  are  maintained  in  New  South  Wales  at  the  cost  of  the 
Colony,  while  in  Tasmania,  where  there  are  Municipalities,  the  Police 
are  under  their  charge  and  maintained  at  their  expense,  but  in  districts, 
where  the  people  have  not  taken  upon  themselves  the  responsibilities 
of  self-government,  they  are  chargeable  to  the  public  purse.    But  the 
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Tasmania.  Municipalities,  which  might  naturally  be  supposed  to  bear  the  whole 
cost,  do  not  do  so,  since  the  State  contributes  a  certain  sum  in  proportion 
to  that  which  is  raised  for  police  purposes  by  the  districts  tnemselves. 
In  Tasmania,  the  roads  also  are  maintained  (with  the  exception  of 
the  main  road)  from  local  funds,  subsidized  bv  the  State.  Isow  any 
one  who  desired  to  compare  the  expenditure  either  for  governmental  or 
local  purposes  between  any  two  countries  so  dissimilarly  situated  in 
this  respect,  ought  to  be  aware  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  to  admit 
them  as  elements  in  his  calculations.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  so  to 
frame  Statistics  as  to  prevent  the  danger  of  making  false  comparisons. 
Take  again  the  Criminal  Statistics :  A  larger  number  of  executions 
in  one  country  than  in  another  may  be  attributable,  not  to  a  more 
depraved  condition  of  the  population,  but  to  greater  severity  in  the 
law,  since  the  same  offence  may  be  capital  in  one  place  and  not  so  in 
another ;  and  an  excess  in  the  number  of  apprehensions  or  convictions 
may  indicate,  not  so  much  a  greater  proclivity  to  crime,  as  greater 
efficiency  in  detecting  and  punishing  it.  Nothing  less  than  a  8i)ecial 
and  minute  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
bearing  upon  each  case  can  ensure  the  accuracy  of  the  result  The 
more  experience  we  acquire  in  the  matter,  the  more  strongly  do  we 
feel  that  Comparative  Statistics  are  a  science  in  themselves ;  and  that 
to  deal  with  them  in  a  trustworthy  manner,  requires  all  the  exact 
accuracy  observed  in  philosophical  investigation,  in  order  to  eliminate 
every  source  of  error. 

In  regard  to  Population,  there  are  not  many  discrepant  elements, 
and  comparison  is  tolerably  safe.  But  when  we  come  to  the  depart- 
ment of  Vital  Statistics,  *the  first  difficulties  recur.  Thus  in  regard  to 
Births,  there  are  two  special  sources  of  danger  to  the  investigator — 
First,  from  births  of  still-bom  children ;  secondly,  from  defects  of 
registration.  Births  of  the  class  just  mentioned  are  differently  treated 
in  various  countries.  The  returns  generally  include  only  "  Living 
*'  Births  ; "  while  by  the  last  Report  of  the  Registrar-General  of  New 
Zealand  for  1872, 1  find  that  the  practice  is  there  to  include  among 
the  Births  those  of  still-bom  infants,  and,  at  the  same  time  to  register 
them  as  Deaths;  "thus  making,"  as  the  Registrar-General  says, 
"the  Birth  and  Death  rate  to  the  Population  higher  than  it  would 
'*have  been  if  the  practice  adopted  in  other  Colonies  had  prevailed 
"here." 

For  comparative  purposes  it  is  not  sufficient,  therefore,  that  the 
form  in  which  the  Statistics  of  different  countries  are  published  should 
be  the  same :  the  principles  on  which  they  are  based  should  also  be 
the  same.  As  long  as  there  are  differences  in  laws,  institutions,  fiscal 
systems,  habits,  productions,  such  perfect  uniformity  cannot  be  obtained ; 
but  by  united  action,  such  approaches  may  be  made  to  it  as  circum- 
stances may  admit. 

Proceeding  now  to  the  subject  of  the  Tables  which  accompany  this 
Report,  we  have  to  deal  with 

I. — Population. 

Eopulatior.  This  was  estimated  to  have  been  on  the  31st  December  last- 

Males,  55,368 ;  Females,  48,849 ;  together,  104,217,  or  1,292  more 
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than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  the  increase  bebg  at  tho     Tasmaku. 
rate  of  1-25  per  cent    For  the  last  three  years  the  increase  has 
been — 

Per  cent,  of  Population  at  the 
beginning  of  tiie  Tear. 

1873 1-25 

1872 112 

1871 1-01 

The  centesimal  rate  of  increase  by  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  in 

those  years  was — 

Per  cent,  of  Population  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Year. 

In  1873 1-60 

,,1872 1-57 

,,1871    .        -        .        -        .        -    1-68 

The  centesimal  loss  from  movement  of  Population  was — 

Per  eent.  of  Population  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Year. 

In  1873 0-24 

„  1872 0-45 

„  1871 0-67 

the  actual  excess  of  Departures  over  Arrivals  being — In  1873,  252  ; 
in  1872,  462  ;  in  1871,  678. 

While,  therefore,  the  gain  to  the  Population  by  Births  is  dimi- 
nishing, the  loss  by  Emigration  is  also  diminishing,  and  to  a  sli^tly 
greater  extent ;  for  while  in  1872,  a^  compared  witn  1871,  the  failing 
oflF  in  increase  from  Births  was  O'll  per  cent^  and  in  1873  as 
compared  with  1872,  only  0  07 ;  the  comparative  loss  bv  Emimition 
fell  from  0  •  22  to  0  •  21  per  cent. ;  that  is,  the  loss  was  checked  by  so 
much. 

As  to  the  movements  of  the  people,  the  Return  of  Immigration  and  immigration 
Emigration  now  furnished  affords  more  information  than  did  the  ^pdEraigra- 
I'etums  of  former  years.   It  shows  that  an  aggregate  of  6,787  persons    ^^^' 
arrived  in  the  Colony  during  1873,  and  that  7,039  departed  fipom  it, 
the  excess  of  252  (already  referred  to)  being  on  the  side  of  the 
departures.    Distinguished  in  regard  to  sexes,  it  appears  that  4,926 
males  arrived,  and  4,591  departed,  leaving  a  gain  to  the  population 
of  335 ;    and  that  the  number  of  females  was — arrived,  1,861 ; 
departed,  2,448,  leaving  a  loss  to  population  of  587. 

A  very  large  majority  of  the  numoers  which  appear  in  this  Return 
is  found  under  the  heaa  of  Victoria.  The  largest  number  of  arrivals, 
after  those  from  Victoria,  was  from  the  United  Kingdom ;  then  follow 
New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand.  Of  departures,  the  greatest 
number  after  Victoria  was  to  New  South  Wales ;  then,  lonffo  inter^ 
vallo^  comes  New  Zealand,  the  remaining  countries  taking  but  a  very 
insignificant  proportion. 

The  number  of  assisted  Bounty  Immigrants  who  arrived  in  the  year  Bonntj  lmim« 
was  only  28.  Ki**^^'^- 
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TASUJ^rA. 


Imports. 


II. — Trade,  Commeroe,  and  Namgdion, 

Tbe  value  of  the  Imports  in  1873  is  returned  as  1,107,167Z.,  being 
greater  by  299,985/.,  or  27*09  per  cent,  than  in  1872. 
The  total  Imports  and  rate  per  head  for  the  last  five  years  was — 


Tears. 

Toua  Value. 

Bate  per  ]ie«L 

£ 

t    t.     d. 

1873       - 

1.107,167 

10  12    5} 

1872-        -        .    - 

807,182 

7  16  lOJ 

1871      •        -        - 

778,087 

7  12    6i 

1870-        -        .    - 

792,916 

7  17    4* 

1869      *       •       . 

975,412* 

9  12    0} 

Exports. 


Comparing  the  Imports  from  the  diflFerent  countries  in  1873  and 
1872,  we  find  the  following  increases  on  the  latter  year : — 


From  United  Kingdom 

„  Victoria 

,,  Queensland 

„  South  Australia 

„  New  2Jealand     - 

,,  Mauritius 

„  South  Seas 


£ 
120,156 
136,787t 
5,267 
4,215t 
545 
43,877 
4,035 


Qa  those  from  New  South  Wales  there  was  a  decrease  of  14,717Z1 
But  in  the  amount  for  1872  was  included  Coin  of  the  value  of  20,000?* 
Deducting  this,  there  would  be  an  increase  upon  the  ordinary  articles 
of  about  5,00OZ. 

The  value  of  Imports  has  not  been  so  large  in  any  previous  year 
since  1859. 

The  total  value  of  Exports  in  1873  was  893,556Z.  being  a  decrease  of 
17,107/.  or  1  •  88  per  cent,  upon  the  value  in  1872,  which  was  910,663?- 

The  total  value  and  rate  per  head  for  the  past  five  years  are  shown 
below : — 


Yenra. 

ToUl  Value. 

Bate  per  bead. 

£ 

£    «.      d. 

1873       - 

893,556 

8  11    6f 

1872-        .        -    - 

910,663 

8  16  11} 

1871       .        -        . 

740,638 

7    6    6i 

1870-        *        .    . 

648.709 

6    8    9 

• 

1869      -        .        - 

826.932 

8    2    9i         ; 

It  appears  from  these  figures  that  the  rate,  though  lower  than  in 
the  previous  year,  was  higher  than  in  any  of  the  other  four  years  of 
the  period. 

The  decrease  occurred  in  the  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Victoria  ;  the  former  being  84,625?.,  and  the  latter  2,660?.  less  than 
in  1872.     The  trade  with  Guam  also  showed  a  reduction  of  165? 


Including  Railway  Plant,  88,045/.  f  In  1872,  Ooin,  20,000/.  was  imported. 

%  In  1872,  no  Imports. 
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On  the  ExpcNcta  to  the  other  Countries  theie  wa&  an  increase^  as     '^^bmaxia. 
fonows : — 

£ 

New  South  Wales        •        .        .        -  32,651 

QueeBslaud 10^99 

South  Australia 6^641 

NewZeaknd 16,537 

A  snail  trade  aeeios  ta  have  been  opened  up  dcoring  the  year  with 
New  Caledonia,  Bataria,  and  New  Guinea. 

The  decrMBe  Qccurred  on  Baric,  ]%»n,  G^ld  (746Z.),  Hides,  Skins 
and  Leather  (5,759I.)9  a^  Woel — the  deficienej  in  the  last  artble 
hems  IZQifiOSLy  which  is  attribtttabk  to  the  unusually  large  shipments 
in  1872»  malunf  the  comparison  with  an  average  year  un&yourable 
for  the  latter.  In  the  values  af  most  af  the  other  lurtides  exported 
there  waa  a  ccnaderable  increaat.  On  Flour  it  was  4,5351. ;  on  Frutt 
Mid  Jam,  19^5562.;  ob  Wheat,  16s838L;  on  Oats,  26,794^;  on 
Barley,  7511 ;  on  Hops,  1,8717. ;  oa  Hotscs,  8,8892. ;  on  Sheep,  47Z. ; 
m  Oatmeal  ^1462. ;  on  Oil,  Whale,  6452. ;  on  Timber,  16,632/. ;  and 
on  Vegetablesy  1,357/. 

There  was  a  omsideraUe  iuereaae  in  1873  in  the  Exports  of  most  of 
our  staple  artides  of  produee.  Thus,  the  quantity  of  Jam  was 
2,263,266  Ibe.,  being  614,425  lbs.  msm  than  in  1872,  and  773,326  lbs. 
more  than  in  1870.  The  expert  of  Wheat  (253,256  bushels)  was  the 
largest  in  the  ten  years ;  that  of  Oats  (448,456  bushels),  the  largest, 
with  the  exception  of  1865.  The  supply  of  Hops  to  transmarine 
markets  still  advances.  The  shipments  in  1873  amounted  to 
826,783  lbs*,  against  697,402  lbs.  in  1872,  and  72,681  lbs.  in  1864 ; 
thus  in  the  ten  years  the  quantity  had  multiplied  itself  more  than 
eleven  times.  The  export  of  Gold  in  1873  was  3^920  oz.j  which  was 
somewhat  less  than  in  1872,  but  larger  than  in  the  two  previous  years. 
The  trade  in  Sheep  for  breeding  purposes  is  also  reviving.  The 
number  of  Sheep  thus  supplied  to  the  other  Colonies  in  1864  was 
1,773;  in  1865,  3,537;  in  1868,  only  1,009,  rising  to  2,890  next 
year.  In  1870  it  fell  at  once  to  907 ;  slightly  increasiug  in  1871  to 
998,  whenee,  per  saitun^  it  rose  to  2,433  in  the  following  year ;  and 
in  1873  stood  at  2,586.  If  therefore  the  last  number  was  not  as  large 
as  the  numbers  in  some  previous  years,  it  shows  that  the  trade  is 
becoming  more  brisk,  and  will  probably  soon  be  larger  than  ever 
before. 

In  the  present  returns  of  Exports  of  home  produee  I  have  included 
Oatmeal,  218  tons  of  whida  were  shipped  in  1873.  The  trade  in  this 
article  seems  steadily  increasing.  In  1864  the  quantity  exported  was 
but  7  tons.    In  1871  it  was  148  tons,  and  in  1872, 140  tons. 

In  the  Timber  exported  in  1873  there  was  also  a  large  increase. 
The  number  of  Palings  was  the  greatest  in  the  ten  years,  and  that  of 
Laths  and  Shingles  was  exceeded  only  during  that  period  in  1864  and 
1866,  and  was  more  than  twice  as  great  as  it  was  in  1867, 1869, 1870, 
and  1872.  The  quantity  of  sawn  and  hewn  Timber  was  also  exceeded 
only  in  1864  and  1871. 

The  quantity  of  Wool  exported  was  only  4,243,433  lbs.  against 
5,998,5271b6.  in  the  year  before.    It  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the 
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Tasmaxia.  actual  quantity  produced  in  any  one  year  by  the  exports  in  that  year, 
inasmuch  as  purt  of  the  clip,  more  or  less,  goes  with  that  of  the 
following  year.  Taking  the  avera^  of  the  last  three  years  (the 
Scab  Act  baring  come  into  operation  in  1870),  the  quantity  was 
5,065,560  lbs.,  and  in  the  three  years  1867-9,  it  was  5,476,578  lbs., 
or  411,018  lbs.  more.  Thb  decrease  was  caused  by  a  diminution  in 
the  number  of  Sheep.  In  the  three  years  from  1866  (December)  to 
1869  (March)  die  ayerage  number  was  1,727,112  :  in  the  three  years 
1871-3  it  was  only  1,350,206.  In  the  former  period  the  ayerage 
weight  of  fleece  would  be  3*17  lbs. ;  in  the  latter  3*75  lbs.,  so  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  rather  more  than  half  a  pound  per  fleece. 

9bipi»i  ig.  The  returns  of  l^ipping  show  a  considerable  increase  throu^out 

The  total  number  of  ships  entered  inwards  was  661,  with  a  tonnage 
of  118,353,  manned  by  7,509  hands.  The  number  outwards  was  681, 
the  tonnage  of  which  was  119,759,  the  crews  numbering  7,697.  An 
attempt  seems  to  haye  been  made  during  the  year  to  extend  our 
foreign  trade,  one  yessel  haying  been  despatched  to  New  Guinea,  one 
to  Batavia,  four  yessek  to  Guam,  and  three  to  New  Caledonia. 

The  out-ports  show  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  shipping  inwards 
and  outwanis,  except  Leith.  Torquay  has  an  increase  of  9  in  the 
number  cleared,  but  a  decrease  of  3  in  the  number  entered. 

The  total  of  shipping  both  ways  was — ^number,  1,342 ;  tonna^, 
238,112 ;  crews,  15,206.  Comparing  these  numbers  with  those  for 
the  preyious  year  we  find  the  increase  per  cent  was— on  the  number 
of  yessels,  12*87 ;  on  the  tonnage,  15*88. 

On  the  number  of  ships  on  the  registers  on  Slst  December,  1873, 
there  was  an  increase  of  1,  and  on  the  tonnage,  of  863. 

wiiaf  *  The  number  of  yessels  engaged  in  the  Whale  Fisheries  in  1873  was 

Ki^iurfcs.  2g^  being  one  less  tfian  in  1872,  the  decrease  in  tonnage  being  152, 
and  in  the  crews  44. 

While,  howeyer,  onljr  12  of  these  vessels  were  returned  as  actually 
employed  in  Whaling  m  1872,  the  whole  18  were  employed  in  1873. 
The  produce  in  the  latter  year  was,  Black  Oil,  12|  tuns,  or  1  tun  less 
than  m  1872 ;  Sperm  Oil,  558  tuns,  or  219  more ;  the  yalue  of  both 
beinff  44,000/.,  or  16,5807.  m  excess  of  that  for  1872. 

Cul  Miui:ig.  The  retum  of  Coal  raised  in  1873  shows  an  increase  at  every  place 
except  Tasman's  Peninsula.  The  total  quantity  was  10,147  tons, 
against  8,141  in  1872,  the  increase  being  at  the  rate  of  24*64  per 
cent  I  have  omitted  the  prices  and  value  for  1873,  as  there  is 
considerable  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  true  value. 

P*icc».  The  prices  of  some  articles  at  Howirt  Town  such  as  Coals,  Firewood, 

Oats,  Maize,  Straw,  Timber,  were  dearer  than  in  1872 ;  while  Malt 
Liquors,  Vegetables,  and  a  few  other  articles,  were  cheaper. 

A  comparison  of  the  contract  prices  shows  that  Barley  (Pearl), 
Butcher's  Meat,  Butter  (Potted),  Coffee,  Candles  (Tallow),  Kice, 
Sugar,  Wine  (PortJ,  were  dearer;  while  there  was  a  decrease  on 
Bread,  Currants,  and  Flour. 

"W.iff's,  Wag^es  are  generally  reported  to  have  been  higher  and  labour  more 

scarce  in  1873,  in  consequence  of  the  works  on  the  Main  Line  of 
Railway.  This,  as  will  be  noticed  in  connection  with  the  agricultural 
returns,  had  an  unfavourable  effect  on  cultivation. 

The  same  cause,  probably,  combined  with  a  brisk  emigraffou  to  the 
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other  Colonies,  diminished  the  number  of  many  of  the  manufactories     Tasmania. 
and  other  industries  in  operation.      I  notice  that,  while  the  Publicans  rr,j^"^j]|^ 
are  returned  as  two  less,  there  appears  one  Brewery  more,  at  Oatlands,  Manufac- 
and  an  addition  of  three  to  the  Maltsters.  tures. 

III. — Finance,  dc. 

The  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  last  two  years,  made  up  to  Hevennc  and 
the  31st  March  of  the  current  year,  are  shown  in  the  subjoined  ^P^n<^»t»«^- 
Statement  of  the  Assistant  Colonial  Treasurer : — 

« 
Gekehal  BevENUE.  exclusivb  of  Debentubes  and  Exfenditube  undeu 

Loans  Acts. 


1872. 

1873. 

REVENrE. 

Customs  and  Bonding  Bents     - 

Inland  BoTeune 

CKher  Beceipts          -    *   - 

Estimated  Beoeipts  outstanding     -        -   - 

£        t. 

138,232    1 
53,993  16 
43,396  16 

9 
2 
9 

£           t.      d. 

169,762  19    1 

70,567    5    7 

88,.S05    4    0 

4,824  17    0 

Exfenditube. 

235,622  li 

8 

283,460    5    8 

Ordinary  Expenditure       -        -        .        - 
Estimated  Expenditure  outstanding       •   - 

238,634    8 

8 

246.668    2  10 
2,000    0    0 

238,634    8 

3 

248,663    2  10 

I  Land  Fund,  xxcLUSiyE  of  Debentubes  and  Exfenditube  undeb  Loans  Acts. 


1872. 

1873. 

^Bevenub. 

Territorial  Beyenue  -       - 

Other  Beoeipts 

£          f. 
36,371    7 

d. 

1 

£          i.     d. 

37.285    3  10 

8  14    0 

Exfenditube. 

36,371    7 

1 

37,293  17  10 

Ordinary  Expenditure       .... 
Beierre  under  Waste  Lands  Act   - 
Estimated  Expenditure  outstanding  - 

43,781  18 
8,417  14 

7 
9 

42,468    9    7 

8,763  11    7 

100    0    0 

52,199  13 

4 

51.332    1    2 

Wm.  H.  Windsob,  Assistant  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Colonial  Treasury,  30th  May,  1874. 

The  total  revenue  from  all  sources  in  1873  was  48,760/.  Is.  M.  in 
excess  of  that  receiyed  in  the  previous  ^ear.  The  increase  on  Customs 
duties  and  Bonding  Bents  was  (omitting  fractions)  31,5317. ;  on 
Inland  Revenue,  16,573.  There  was  a  small  increase  on  the  Land 
Revenue. 

The  proportion  of  Revenue  contributed^by  the  Customs  was  59*27 
per  cent. 

The  total  expenditure  in  1873  (estimating  outstanding  liabilities) 
was  299,9957.,  or  10,9937.  in  excess  of  that  in  1872. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Imperial  Government  in  1873  was  ^S^tnwL 
86,5677. 88. 4d.,  being  1,2227. 10#.  4d.  greater  tiian  in  the  year  before.      ^ 
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Tabmahu. 
Exchange. 


Banks. 


8«inng8 
Banks. 


The  Bank  rate  of  Exchange  wkh  Loodoii  was  generallj  higher  in 
1873  than  in  the  nreoeding  year, — that  is,  liie  di^onnt  fixed  by  the 
Banks  on  the  purchase  of  mercantile  bilb  was  less,  and  the  premiam 
charged  on  their  own  bills  greater.  During  the  first  three  months  of 
1873  the  discount  on  the  former  was  ^  per  cent.,  and  for  the  rest  of 
the  year  | ;  while  in  1872,  for  the  first  six  months  it  was  |,  and  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  ^  per  cent.  Similarly,  while  in  1873  the 
premium  on  Bank  bills  for  the  first  seven  months  and  the  last  month 
was  f ,  and  for  the  remaining  months  1  per  cent,  in  1872  it  was  |  for 
the  first  six  months  and  the  last  month,  and  only  half  for  the  remaining 
five  months. 

The  Exchange  with  the  Colonies  continued  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

In  the  rates  of  Discount,  the  only  chanffe  was  a  reduction  of  1  per 
cent. — fi'om  10  to  9 — on  bills  exceeding  125  days,  in  the  early  part  of 
Ai^ust. 

The  Bank  returns,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  synopsis,  show 
a  considerable  increase  of  business  in  the  past  year.  The  totals 
include  minor  sums  which  are  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  have 
separate  columns  assigned  to  them. 


AT€rtg«  Assets. 

Years. 

Specie  and 
BaUion. 

};Note«.BIU8of    ; 
Exchange,  and      Total  Assets, 
other  D«Us  due.  | 

Nolce  In 
arculation. 

Deposits. 

Total 
LlablllUes.  ^ 

1873    . 
1872    - 

£          1              £              1            £ 
249.030         980,689         1,278,500 
179,969         942.813         1,196,410 

97,079 
78,376 

£ 
857,524 
719.375 

960,917 
808,567 

The  increase  on  Specie  and  Bullion  was  at  the  rate  of  38'37  per 
cent;  on  Notes  in  circulation,  23*86  per  cent;  and  on  Depo8it|, 
19-20  per  cent. 

A  similar  increase  is  observable  in  the  business  of  the  Savings 
Banks,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  comparison : — 


Yean. 

ATenge  Assets, 

Arerage 
UabfUUes. 

Total. 

In 
Mortsages. 

In        1     Cash  in     1     Total 
DcAMntnres. 'other  Ban1cs.|    Assetn 

DspedU. 

Deposits    1  Repajnents 
dQrtogTear.|da^Year. 

1873       -    133.522 
1872       -    135,930 

£ 
89.292 
88.704 

£          I         £ 

46.081     274.442 
23,778   ,254,230 

244.927 
226,822 

£         1         £          ■ 
140,906  !  115.409 
121.059  ;  109,095 

The  amount  invested  in  Mortgages  and  Debentures  in  1873  was 
about  1,8002L  less,  while  the  cash  deposited  in  other  banks  was 
22,303/.  more,  lliis  eflkct  is  plainly  traceable  to  the  following 
causes: — 1.  The  improved  condition  of  the  landowners,  enabling 
them  to  reduce  the  incumbrances  on  their  properties;  2.  The 
lowering  of  the  rate  of  interest  on  Q-ovemment  loans  from  6  to  5  per 
cent;  and  3.  The  high  premium  on  Debentures. 

To  the  present  return  of  Savings  Banks  has  been  added  a  state- 
ment (compiled  from  information  obligingly  furnished  to  me  by  the 
respective  Actuaries)  showing  the  number  of  accounts  (not  including 
interest  only)  open  at  the  end  of  each  half  year.    Prom  this  statement 
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it  appears  that  the  Banks  had  on  28th  February,  8,937  customers ;     Tasmania. 
on  31st  August,  9^56 ;  and  that  while  in  the  first  half  of  the  year 
the  number  of  accounts  opened  exceeded  the  number  closed  by  287, 
in  the  second  half  the  excess  was  319. 

The  amount  of  money  deposited  in  the  Savings  Banks  during  the 
year  exceeded  that  in  the  previous  year  by  19,847/.  or  16-39  per 
cent,  while  the  repayments  snowed  an  excess  of  6,314Z.,  or  only  5*79 
per  cent 

Taking  the  aggregate  deposits  in  all  the  other  banks  in  1873,  the 
amount  per  head  of  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  found  to 
have  been  lOZ.  11^.  G^cL  The  true  sum  would  be  somewhat  less 
than  this,  since  a  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Savings  Banks  were 
deposited  in  the  ordinary  banks.  In  New  South  Wales  the  total 
amount  of  deposits  in  1872  was  17Z.  0$,  6  J(Z.  per  head. 

The  number  of  Post  Office  Money  Orders  issued  in  1873  was  Post  Office 
6,572,  the  amount  (omitting  fractions)  24,193?. ;   the  number  paid  Money  Ordera. 
was  5,534,  the  amount  2I,108Z.    On  tne  number  issued  there  was  an 
increase  of  752  ;  and  on  the  amount,  an  increase  of  3,022{. 

The  Public  Debt  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  December,  1873,  PubUc  Debt. 
was  1,477,600?.   (deducting  Debentures  authorized  but  not  issued 
37,800?.),  the  rate  per  head  of  population  being  14/.  35.  6|(?. 

Closely  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  public  finances,  is  that  of  Gold  Mining:. 
Gold  Mining,  which  supplies  the  principal  representative  of  value. 
This  is  the  next  point,  therefore,  to  be  considered.  The  total  quan- 
tity of  Gold  produced  in  1873  (so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained)  was 
4^61  oz.,  valued  at  18,390?.  On  comparing  the  returns  for  that 
and  the  previous  years,  we  find  a  large  decrease  in  the  number  of 
men  employed  in  alluvial  mining,  and  in  the  yield  of  gold  therefrom. 
In  quartz  mining  also  there  was  a  decrease  of  120  in  the  number  of 
persons  employed,  and  of  about  1,800  tons  in  the  quantity  of  stone 
crushed;  but  it  is  an  encouraging  feature,  that  notwithstanding  the 
amount  of  gold  obtained  from  the  stampers  was  43  oz.  less,  the  value 
is  returned  as  155?.  more,  the  average  tor  the  Black  Boy  gold  having 
risen  from  3?.  lis.  6d.  to  3?.  195.  per  oz.  But  not  only  has  the 
metal  become  finer  in  quality  as  the  deptiis  at  which  it  le  worked 
have  increased,  but  the  quartz,  as  is  generally  the  case,  has  become 
richer,  the  produce  per  ton  at  the  Blade  Boy  m  1873  being  7  grains 
in  excess  oi  that  id  1872 — 14  dwts.  17  grs.  as  against  14  dwts.  10  grs. 

The  alluvial  gold  fields  hitherto  wo^ed  were  of  small  extent,  and 
were  therefore  soon  exhausted ;  but  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  land  on  private  property  which,  sooner  or  later,  will  probably 
afford  occupation  for  a  more  numerous  mining  population.  But 
b  wever  this  may  be,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
the  large  yields  from  the  quartz  crushed  at  the  Nine  Mile  Springs 
have  given  a  great  impetus  to  mining  at  that  place,  and  there  seems 
reason  to  believe  that  when  a  sufficient  depth  has  been  reached  per- 
manent reefs  will  be  found-^if  they  have  not  already  been  found — 
and  of  a  highly  remunerative  quality. 

The  Reports  which  the  Gold  (commissioners  have  ftimished  me 
contain  much  valuable  and  interesting  matter,  and  will  be  printed  as 
an  Appendix  to  this  volume.  I  shall  content  myself  with  giving  pro- 
minence here  to  some  of  the  facts  which  Iliave  gathered  from  Siem. 

In  regard  to  the  operations  at  Mathinna  (or  Black  Boy)  in  the 
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Taouxu.  Fingai  dbtrict,  it  b  remarked  that  the  mining  community  there  ha* 
now  a  greater  appearence  of  permanence  than  at  any  former  time. 

The  Commissioner  has  tabulated  the  yields  of  the  different  Quartz 
Companies  and  proprietories  during  the  year.  I  find  that  from  one 
reef  98  J  tons  of  stone  gave  an  average  of  1  oz.  12  dwts.  11  grs.  to 
the  ton.  The  "  City  of  Hobart/'  now  a  well-establidied  Company, 
from  1,590  tons,  obtained  an  average  of  1  oz.  2  dwts.  8  grs.  per  ton. 
The  "Derby"  Company  from  2,116  tons,  obtained  an  average  of 
9  dwts.  14  grs.;  other  smaller  parcels  of  stone  gave  averages  of 
18  dwts.  13  grs.,  and  10  dwts.  3  grs.  The  deepest  workings  are 
those  of  the  *'  City  of  Hobart "  Company,  and  these  do  m)t  yet  reach, 
as  I  understand,  much  below  250  leet  Experience  has  shown,  so 
far,  that  the  reef  of  this  Company  conforms  to  the  general  law,  by 
improving  as  it  descends. 

Ihe  Commissioner  remarks  that  at  Mathinna  the  figures  show,  as 
regards  Quartz  Mining,  an  increase  under  every  head  in  1873  as 
compared  with  1872. 

Writing  at  a  later  date,  with  reference  to  the  George  Town  and 
Waterhouse  Gold  Fields,  which  had  but  lately  been  included  in  his 
district,  he  reports  that  but  little  work  had  been  done  during  the 
year  1873.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  however,  a 
parcel  of  about  70  tons  of  stone  at  Nine  Mile  Springs  gave  an 
average  yield  of  nearly  8  oz.  of  gold  to  the  ton,  the  gold  being  of 
excellent  quality.  This  success  has  recalled  attention  to  the  locality, 
and  the  returns  therefrom  for  this  year  will  probably  far  exceed 
those  of  last  year. 

The  Commissioner  at  the  Hellyer  gold  fields  points  out  the  causes 
which  he  believes  to  have  led  to  failure  there ;  and  confidently  asserts 
his  conviction  that  gold  exists  at  the  Hellyer  in  considerable  quan- 
tities. " Upwards  of  300  oz.,"  he  adds,  "were  last  summer  obtained 
"  from  the  River  Hellyer.  Several  nuggets  have  been  found,  varying 
'*  from  5  dwts.  up  to  1  oz.  3  dwts. ;  but  on  the  whole,  the  gold  is  scaly 
**  and  waterwom." 

!  IV. — EstahlishmentB,  dtcy  maintained  or  assisted  by  Crovemment. 

Post  Office.  The  Post  Office  is  one  of  the  most  important  institutions  of  a 

country;  and  its  records  afford  much  valuable  information  as  to 
social  and  commercial  questions.  A  comparison  of  the  postal  returns 
now  before  us  for  the  years  1872  and  1873  shows  that  the  Colony 
was  making  fiur  progress.  The  following  Table  will  exhibit  the  result 
in  the  clearest  light :— 


No.  of  Ltttere,  &c           |    No.  per  heMl  of  PopuUfc.vn. 

BeceiTed. 

Despatcbed. 

Received.     |   DeqMtcbed. 

T^«.~         / 1873- 

Packets-   .{\^l-   .   -   .   : 
Newspaper.  {J|73-   _   -       - 

1,072.377 

990.187 

35,818 

81,393 

668,563 

642,104 

1,171,201 

1,032,553 

30.932 

25,692 

986,167 

856,611 

10-29 
9-62 
0-34 
0-30 
6-41 
6-24 

11-24 
1003 
0-30 
0-25 
9-46 
8-32 
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The  public  convenience  was  promoted  by  the  establishment  in  1873     Tamcaioa. 
of  eight  additional  Post  Offices,  extending  the  post  roads  by  60  miles. 

The  estimated  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  in  1873  was  11,500Z.,  or 
1,700Z.  more  than  in  1872  ;  the  expenditure  was  16,792Z.  4^.  Id.,  or 
2,270?.  11«.  Id.  in  excess. 

The  number  of  Messages  sent  by  the  Electric  Telegraph  within  the  Electric 
Colony  in  1873  was  29,507,  or  21  65  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  Telegraph, 
number  in  1872 ;  the  number  of  Messages  by  the  Submarine  Cable 
was  9,774,  or  30  •  09  per  cent  in  excess. 

The  Betum  of  the  working  of  the  Launceston  and  Western  Sailway  LaunoeBton 
also  shows  a  favourable  result  The  number  of  passengers  conveyed  ]^^t^^ 
increased  by  19,276,  or  30 '29  per  cent;  the  tonnage^ of  goods  by 
7172,  or  39-60  per  cent ;  the  total  revenue  by  3,457,  or  25-35  per 
cent ;  while  the  Expenditure  was  reduced  from  13,786/.  9#.  to 
13,651/.  14b.  Id..  There  was  thus  a  profit  over  and  above  the  work- 
ingexpenses  m  1873  of  3,441/.  13«.  Id. 

The  receipts  of  the  Marine  Boards  were  also  in  excess  of  those  of  Marine 
the  previous  year  by  3,179/.  5$.    The  Light-houses,  which  are  under  Boards, 
the  charge  of  the  Marine  Board  at  Hobart  Town,  produced  a  larger 
revenue  by  392/.  2$.  4d. 

I  refer  to  the  next  Return — that  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Salmon  Salmon 
and  Trout  Breeding  Establishment — only  for  the  purpose  of  showing  gJ^JJ^^ 
the  result  of  its  operation^  during  the  year.    With  this  view  the  Qjent. 
following  statement  has  been  furnished  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Salmon 
Commissioners : — 

Betubk  shmoinff  the  distribution  of  Oy Jl  and  Fbt  from  the  Bbesdikg 
Ponds,  Biveb  Plenty,  during  the  Year  enaina  Slst  December, 
1873. 

Ova. 

Salmon  Trout — Launceston        -        -        -        -  300 

New  Zealand         -        -        -   -  300 

Victoria 200 

Brown  Trout— New  South  Wales  -        -        -    -  250 

Hobart  Town    .        ...  100 

Victoria 2,300 

New  Zealand     ....  600 


Total  Ova  ....  4,050 

Fry. 

Brown  Trout— Hobart  Town*    -  -        -        -  500 

Ditto*  -        -        -    -  700 

River  Styx           -  -        -        -  100 

River  Plenty 200 

Total  Fry  -        -        -  1,500 


♦  For  dls1rlbut:on  in  the  Rivers  south  of  Hobert  Town,  and  on  the  East  Coast. 
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Ta8Kai;u. 


Penal  and 
Charitable 
Institutions. 


Boad  Trusts. 


Munioi-  ; 
palities. 


Valuation  of 
Property. 


During  the  year  120  Licences  to  fish  for  Trout  were  issued,  pro- 
ducing a  revenue  of  80Z.  ISs.,  and  a  sum  of  80/.  was  paid  into  the 
Treasury  for  sale  of  Ova  to  New  South  Wales. 

Since  the  year  1868,  there  have  been  distributed  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  stocking  the  rivers  of  tnis  and  the 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  32,800  ova  of  the  Brown 
Trout,  2,850  ova  of  the  Salmon  Trout ;  82,049  fW  of  the  former,  and 
1,621  fry  of  the  latter.  Many  of  the  rivers  of  Tasmania  are  now 
swarming  with  these  fish,  whicn,  in  a  few  years,  ought  to  produce  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  public  revenues. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  PenaT  and  Charitable  Establishments  in 
1873  (including  grants  to  Institutions  under  private  management^  was 
53,048Z.  The  amount  received  in  diminution  of  the  expenditure 
was  6,714?.,  or  13 '29  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the  Establishments 
wholly  maintained  by  the  Government  This  sum  does  not  include 
produce  consumed  by,  or  services  performed  for,  tlie  inmates  them- 
selves. 

Of  the  net  cost  of  these  Establishments,  36,713Z.  9s.  id.  was 
chargeable  to  the  Colony,  and  9,620?.  14$.  2d,  to  the  Imperial 
Government  In  addition  to  this  charge  on  the  Colonial  ninds, 
a  sum  of  8,812?.  12«.  4d.  was  expended  in  relief  of  out-door 
paupers. 

The  average  number  of  inmates  throughout  the  year  was — Offenders 
under  punishment  and  their  children,  668,  of  whom  72  •  6  per  cent 
had  been  Imperial  convicts ;  Paupers,  1,265,  of  whom  60  *  9  per  cent 
had  been  of  that  class ;  and  388  Insane  and  Idiots,  of  wnom  the 
proportion  was  56 '  9  per  cent  In  the  whole,  there  were  55  of  these 
burdens  on  the  State  .lewer  than  in  1872. 

As  compared  with  that  year,  there  was  also  a  decrease  of  cost  on 
these  Establishments  to  the  Imperial  Government  of  801?.  18s.  3c?., 
and  to  the  Colony  of  2,148?.  10s.  4d. 

The  Road  Trusts  seem  to  have  participated  in  the  general  improve- 
ment. The  extent  of  roads  brought  under  their  control  was  increased 
by  90  miles ;  their  revenue  (2,006?.  being  from  Rates,  Tolls,  &c.)  by 
2,869?.  Their  expenditure,  however,  was  less  than  in  1872  by 
1,075?.  4s.  7f 

The  Municipalities  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston  appear  to 
have  been  in  a  somewhat  more  flourishing  condition  than  in  the 
prerious  year,  since  the  assessed  value  of  property  and  the  amount 
of  revenue  were  greater.  Putting  the  Government  grant  out  of  the 
question,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Rural  Municipalities. 

From  these  Returns  we  gather  the  following  facts  relating  to  local 
taxation*  In  Hobart  Town  the  rates  were  3s.  l^d.  in  the  £ ;  in 
Launceston.  3s.  Sd.  On  the  baas  of  last  Census  r7th  February,  1870) 
the  amount  per  head  of  population  would  be — Hooart  Town,  16s.  2 J(?. ; 
Launceston,  15s.  8|c?.  The  population  for  the  Rural  Municipalities 
not  having  been  distinguished  in  the  Census  Tables,  we  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  what  the  rate  per  head  was  in  them. 

The  assessed  value  of  property  in  1873,  as  shown  by  the  Valuation 
Rolls,  was  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year  by  1,062?.,  the 
amounts  being  601,538?.  and  600,476?.  respectively. 
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V. — Crown  Land$. 


TABMllflA. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Sales  of  Crown  Land  in  1872  and  Land  Sales. 
1878:— 


iNKripttoac^Laiid. 


ii«.«riiott. 


Am«i 


l«tS.  18Y2.      1873. 


im. 


ProoMdfl  of  Sale.*    Average  Pite  per  Aare. 


1873. 


1873. 


187Z 


I  I   acres.*      acrea.*  £       I       £         £«.     a.'£«.d. 

Country  lots-        -    282  303  41,652,25,782  43,288   29,993   1    0    9i    1    3    3 
TcmnaiidroimrbBnjI   ggl   57|       483        383     3,519!    1,891   7    5    8   J4  19    0 


Total 


-  '874   860  42,135  ^26. 165  46,807   31.884         — 


Grants 
Leased. 


He  Town  Sales  show  an  increase  both  in  number  of  lots  and  area, 
and  also  in  the  ayerage  price ;  but  in  regard  to  the  Country  Sales, 
while  the  area  was  much  larger,  the  number  of  lots  and  the  average 
price  were  less.  The  increase  in  quantity  was  principally  upon  lots 
of  500  acres  and  upwards,  the  area  of  which  was  nearly  four  tim^  as 
lai^e  as  in  1872,  being  4,475  and  24,360  acres  respectively. 

The  amount  product  by  siJes  of  Grown  land  in  1873  was  larger 
by  14,923/.,  or  46-8  per  cent,  than  in  1872. 

The  average  price  for  town  and  suburban  lots  was  higher  by 
2i  6«.  8<?.,  while  that  of  country  lots  was  lower  by  2$.  5|i. 

The  extent  of  Grown  Land  under  lease  in  1873  was  less  than  that 
in  the  previous  year  by  8,591  aa*e8,  and  the  rental  produced  was 
649/.  6«.  7</.  less.  But  as  it  is  stated  in  a  note  by  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands  that  79,196  acres  heretofore  held  under 
the  "Quiet  Enjoyment"  tenure  had  fallen  m,  the  decrease  is  easily 
accounted  for. 

We  have  already  seen,  when  speaking  of  the  produce  of  the  Gold  ^^^^  FiMs. 
Fidds,  that  ihere  was  mudi  less  activity  in  alluvml  mining  last  year 
m  consequence  of  the  limited  extent  of  available  ground  having  been 
nearly  worked  out.  From  this  cause  we  are  prepared  to  find  a  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  amount  of  land  occupied  for  |:old-mining 
purposes.  Thus  the  number  of  Miners'  Biffhts  issued  and  in  force  in 
the  year  was  only  198  as  against  810  in  187^ ;  Odd  Mining  Lesses 
ai^lied  for,  4  ror  52  acres,  instead  of  5  for  69^  acres;  Leases 
executed,  2  for  13^  aicres,  instead  of  10  for  146^  acres ;  wWe  the 
amount  of  money  i^eceived  declined  from  831/.  15<.  9c/.  to  476/.  Is.  9d. 
The  leases  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  years  1873  and  1872  were 
17  and  26  respectively,  with  aggregate  areas  of  301f  and  473f  aci^s. 

Notwithstanding  these  unfavourable  comparisons,  the  prospects  of 
Quartz  Mining  becoming  a  profitable  and  permanent  industry  were 
perhaps  never  better  than  at  present ;  though  alluvial  mming  must 
always,  in  this  Colony,  occupy  a  very  subordinate  place. 

Other  Minerals  excited  a  much  larger  €*iare  of  attention  in  the  Minewl 
past  year  than  in  previous  years ;  the  number  of  Leases  for  mining  Leaew. 

*  Firactions  omitted. 
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purposes  having  been  29  with  an  area  of  1,997  acres  against  8  in 
1872  with  an^  area  of  565  acres.  Of  the  former  number  20  were 
for  Iron,  5  for  Tin,  1  for  Copper,  2  for  Coal,  and  1  for  Lime. 
The  amount  of  rental  received  in  1873  was  in  excess  of  that  in  1872 
by  381?.  17«.  6d. 

In  regard  to  the  Agricultural  and  Live  Stock  Betums,  I  regret  to 
say  that  in  spite  of  every  possible  exertion  to  accelerate  their  com- 
pletion, they  could  not  be  published  this  year  before  the  13th  July, 
although  last  year  they  appeared  in  the  '  Gazette '  of  the  24th  June. 
The  delay  arose  from  two  causes.  A  part  of  the  police  force  having 
been  withdrawn  from  the  greater  number  of  the  districts,  for  urgent 
temporary  service  in  the  Launceston  and  Western  Railway  District, 
such  withdrawal  was  urged  in  one  or  two  instances  as  an  excuse  for 
delaying  the  returns  beyond  the  usual  time ;  and  those  for  Oatlands, 
which  were  the  last  received,  were  kept  back  by  an  unfortunate  mis- 
understanding arising  from  a  total  change  of  Warden,  Council  Clerk 
and  Superintendent  of  Police,  in  consequence  of  which  the  work  of 
coUectmg  information  was  not  begun  until  a  considerable  time  aftar 
the  31st  March  had  elapsed. 

In  order  to  hasten  the  collection,  after  ascertaining  the  opinions  of 
the  Wardens  and  Police  Officers,  I  had  supplied  the  Collectors  with 
Schedules  corresponding  to  the  householders'  schedules  used  for 
Census  purposes,  leaving  it  to  their  discretion  to  use  them  or  not. 
Some  have  reported  favourably  of  the  plan ;  and  I  hope,  that  by  this 
means  in  future  years,  the  returns  will  be  completed  somewhat  sooner. 
A  difficulty  was  felt  in  some  cases  from  the  carelessness  and  indif- 
ference of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent,  in  not  returning  them ;  but 
this  b  an  evil  which,  as  long  as  human  nature  is  what  it  is,  will  always 
be  more  or  less  felt 

Directing  our  attention  now  to  the  returns  in  detail,  we  find  in  the 
total  extent  of  land  under  cultivation  a  decrease  of  7,328  acres,  and 
in  that  in  crop  a  decrease  of  1,615  acres.  The  Reports  of  the 
Collectors  assign  as  a  reason  for  this  declension,  the  scarcity  and  high 
price  of  labour,  causing  the  holders  of  land  to  occupy  themselves  less 
with  tillage,  and  more  with  the  rearing  of  stock.  In  Wheat  there  is 
a  decrease  of  3,780  acres ;  in  Oats  of  623  ;  in  Turnips,  Carrots,  and 
Mangel  Wurzel,  of  1,654;  in  Hay,  of  6,862;  in  Gardens  and 
Orchards,  265  ;  in  Fallow  land,  3,611 ;  in  all  other  cultivated  land, 
of  3,576.  In  the  quantity  of  new  land  broken  up  there  is  a  decrease 
of  1,441  acres,  and  in  land  under  rotation  of  crons  a  decrease  of  5,372. 
There  are  increases  in  tiie  following :— Barley,  689  acres ;  Pease,  318 ; 
Potatoes,  397 ;  Hops,  3 ;  Green  Forage,  319  ;  Permanent  Pastures, 
1,474. 

The  falling-off  in  tbe  acreage  in  crop  of  course  affected  the  produce 
in  a  proportionate  degree. 

In  the  average  produce,  there  is  a  general  fisJling-off,  as  compared 
with  the  average  of  1872^,  caused  (if  we  may  take  the  meteoro- 
logical observations  at  Hobart  Town  as  a  criterion  for  the  whole 
Cmony)  by  a  smaller  rain-fall  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  August, 
OctoW,  November,  and  December — the  three  latter  being  just  uiose 
when,  on  account  of  the  warmth  of  the  atmosphere,  moisture  has  the 
greatest  effect  on  vegetable  life. 
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The  average  of  the  principal  Crops  for  the  last  three  years  is     Tasmania. 
shown  below : —  " 


Yews. 

WhMt. 

Btfley. 

Oats. 

Peue. 

FoUioes. 

^fSa     H-y.   1      H<^ 

1873-74      . 
1872-73  -   - 
1871-72      - 

boslWs. 
15-66 
17-63 
14-09 

busheU. 
20-14 
2304 
18-20 

badiels.     bubete. 
20-78     14-78 
25-00     20-85 
19-93     14-15 

tons. 
3-17 
4-21 
2-88 

toot.     1   tons.    1       lbs. 

1107  1  1-15  '     718-56 
12-72     1-44     1053-24 

1108  1-10       786-45 

1 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  was  better  than  that  of  1871-29 
except  in  the  case  of  Hops  (the  difference  as  regards  Manuel  Wurzel 
is  not  worth  notidng),  in  which  the  serious  decrease  at  Launceston 
from  1,600  lbs.  to  458  lbs.  is  attributed  to  the  dryness  of  the  season 
and  the  absence  of  means  of  irrigation. 

The  highest  yield  of  Wheat  returned,  in  1872-3,  was  25  *  26  bushels 
per  acre,  whicn  occurred  in  the  district  of  Longford.  This  was 
exceeded  in  1873-4,  the  average  for  the  district  of  Hobart  being 
returned  as  26  *  23  bushels.  At  Brighton,  Clarence,  Franklin,  Eing- 
borough,  Bichmond,  Sorrell,  Spring  Bay,  all  on  the  South  or  East, 
the  Wneat  Crop  seems  to  have  been  better. 

It  is  encouraging  to  observe  that  the  acreage  of  Wheat  reaped  by 
machine  increi^ed  from  2,389  in  1872-3  to  5,728,  or  very  nearly 
double,  in  1873-4.  In  view  of  thedifficulty  of  obtaining  manual 
labour  so  severely  felt  in  the  last  season,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  encourage  the  use  of  machinery ;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  wished 
that  the  Agricultural  Societies  would  direct  weir  attention  more 
earnestly  to  this  point 

The  prices  of  agricultural  produce  were  generally  higher  in  1873-4 
tban  in  the  previous  year.  The  averages,  as  regards  the  principal 
products,  were— In  1873-4:  Wheat,  per  bushel,  5«.  2^d.;  Barley, 
5$.  Id. ;  Oats,  3a.  11(2. ;  Potatoes,  per  ton,  41.  Ss. ;  Onions,  122. 16a. ; 
Hay,  4tl.  10a. ;  Hops,  per  lb.,  la.  5a. ;  Apples,  per  bushel,  3a.  lid. ; 
Pease,  3a.  8d!.  In  1872-3:  Wheat,  4a.  l^d.;  Barley,  4a.  U^d.; 
Oats,  2a.  8d. ;  Potatoes,  31.  2a.  7\d. ;  Onions,  5?.  19a.  9d. ;  Hay,  3/.  5a. ; 
Hops,  la.  4A  ;  Apples,  3a.  6f d ;  Pears,  3a.  Ij^d. 

In  Agricultural  Machinery  there  seetos  to  have  been  a  very  re- 
markable increase ;  and  this  is  the  most  encouraging  indication  of 
progress  in  agriculture  that  I  have  vet  observed.  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  labour,  which  was  so  keenly  felt  during  the  year,  will  not 
only  not  be  more  than  a  teniporary  inconvenience,  but  will  prove  a 
positive  and  lasting  benefit,  if  it  leads  the  employers  to  adopt  the  use 
of  machinery,  by  which  manual  labour  is  economized  and  profits 
increased.  If  South  Australia,  with  an  average  yield  of  not  much 
more  than  half  that  of  Tasmania,  can  grow  grain  at  a  profit,  the 
latter  ought,  in  the  open  lands,  to  be  far  better  able  to  make  agricul- 
ture a  remunerative  industry. 

The  increases  in  Machinery  were — Clod  Crushers,  9 ;  Cultivators 

gorse),  33 ;  Com  Crushers,  19 ;  Hay  Elevators  37  (10  by  steam^ ; 
ay  Rakes,  23 ;  Horse  Hoes,  &c.,  59 ;  Mowing  Machines,  6 ; 
Ploughs,  subsoil,  28;  Reaping  Machines,  13;  Beaper  and  Mower 
combmed,  21 ;  Seed  Drills,  o ;  Sowing  Machines^  2 ;  Threshing 
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Ma^neSy  19,  one  being  driven  by  steam.  The  double-furrow  plough 
is  coming  into  use  in  several  districts. 

The  number  of  Live  Stock,  with  the  exception  of  Horses  and  Groats^ 
on  31st  March,  1874,  was  in  excess  of  that  in  1873.  At  the  former 
date  there  were— Horses,  22,612 ;  Horned  Cattle,  106,308 ;  Sheep,. 
1,490,746:  Pigs,  59,628.  The  increase  being— Catfle,  1,714,  or 
16-39  per  cent ;  Sheep,  95,393,  or  6  84  per  cent ;  Pigs,  5,701,  or 
10*57  per  cent 

The  returns  furnished  by  the  Inspectors  of  Stock  at  Hobart  Town 
and  Launceston  of  Live  Stock  imported  and  slaughtered  at  the  public 
abattoirs  m  1873  and  1872,  show  the  numbers  in  tfaoee  years  to  have 
beai— - 


1878. 


®**®^P  {  Slaughtered  " 

^^*^  {  Slinig^tewd 
Pigff^Slanghtexed     - 


18». 


13,288 

60,230 

921 

4,915 

49,427 

828 

8.328 

10,803 

98 

8.839 
4.657 

8,261 
4,872 

578 

Commitments. 

Persons  tried 
by  Saperior 
dourts. 


r»y  Magis- 
trates. 


Execntions. 
Iiiqnests. 


Litigation. 


VI. — Law,  Crime,  &e. 

The  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in  1873  was  125,  being 
two  more  than  in  1872.  Of  these  55 '2  per  cent  were  persons  who 
had  jwreviously  been  always  free. 

The  number  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts  was  101,  of  whom  75 
were  convicted,  and  26  aoquitted.  Forty  were  offenders  against  the 
person,  and  61  against  property.  There  was  a  decrease  of  7  persons 
tried,  as  compared  with  1872,  and  <^  4  «s  compared  with  1871* 
The  number  convicted,  while  7  less  than  in  1872^  was  greater  by  1 
than  in  1871. 

The  eases  dealt  with  magisterially  were,  however,  considerably 
more  numerous  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  being  7,308 
against  6,321,  the  increase  being  at  the  rate  of  15*61  per  cent. 
From  1867  to  1872  there  was  an  uninterrupted  decrease  in  these 
cases;  and  some  unusual  cause  must  therefore  have  operated  to 
occasion  so  unexpected  an  increase.  This  is  doubtless  to  be  found 
in  the  introduction  of  a  large  number  of  labourers  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Main  Line  Railway  Company.  Many  of  these  men  proved 
turbulent  and  refractory,  and  frequ^tly  came  under  the  cogmzance 
of  the  law,  chargeable  with  offences  against  social  order  or  against 
their  employers.  Thus,  as  might  be  expected  und^  such  a  state  of 
things,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  cases  summarily  dealt  with,  of 
750,  and  in  those  of  drunkenness,  of  234.  The  inci^ease  in  the 
number  convicted  was  504,  or  12  •  18  per  cent 

There  have  been  no  Executions  since  1870. 

Inquests  were  held  on  156  persons,  namely,  116  males  and  40 
females.  In  1872  the  number  was  only  139,  but  in  1871  it  was  161 ; 
in  1870,  152  ;  and  in  1869,  158.  Verdicts  of  suicide  or  self-murder 
were  found  in  7  cases,  being  in  excess  of  the  average  of  the  preceding 
five  Years,  which  was  6*2  per  annum. 

The  returns  relating  to  Litigation  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  its 
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<^  SoiaU  Debts  "  JuiiidieiioiH  and  Courts  of  Requests^  show  the  follow- 
ing aggregate  result  in  1873 : — ^Number  of  summonses  issued,  2,543 ; 
of  cases  tried,  1,606  ;  amount  of  claims  sued  for  (omitting  fractions), 
13,277Z. ;  amount  of  verdicts  obtfiuned,  6,317 ;  number  of  writs  and 
warrants  issued,  558.  As  compared  wiUi  the  preyious  year,  there  was 
a  decrease  of  748  in  the  number  of  smnmonses ;  of  402  in  the  cases 
tried ;  of  3,782Z.  in  the  amount  sued  for ;  of  2,4277.  in  the  amount 
awarded ;  and  of  5  in  the  number  of  writs  and  warrants. 

The  Supreme  Court  in  its  ordinaiy  jurisdiction  issued  182  writs  of 
summons  during  1873,  and  tried  19  civil  causes.  The  writs  were 
fewer  by  88  than  in  1872 ;  but  there  was  an  increase  of  5  hi  the 
number  of  causes  tried. 

Probates  of  Wills  were  granted  in  1873  to  the  number  of  65,  the  Probates,  Ac. 
value  of  the  property  being  sworn  under  101,741?.;  besides  20 
Letters  of  Administration  relating  to  property  to  the  value  of  9,947Z. 
These  figures  show  the  following  increases: — Probates,  6,  value 
41,767?. ;  Letters  of  Administration,  4,  the  value  of  the  property  in 
the  last  case  bemff,  however,  13,621?.  less  in  1873  than  in  1872. 

The  business  of  the  Courts  under  the  Bankruptcy  Act  in  1873  was  Bankruptdefi. 
veiT  trifling  as  compared  with  the  two  former  years.  Only  7  Petitions 
in  Bankruptcy  were  presented ;  and  the  same  number  for  liquidation 
by  arrangement.    Upon  these  7  persons  were  declared  bankrupt,  and 
6  had  their  estates  put  into  the  hands  of  Trustees. 

For  the  last  three  years,  since  the  present  Act  came  into  force,  the 
numbers  were — 


Yews. 


Petitions  in     ,  Petitions  for  LiqnidAtlon 
Bankniptcj.  bj  ArraDgemnt 


1873- 
1872 
1871  - 


7 

IS 

9 


7 
35 
16 


Total  PetHioiM^ 


14 
48 
25 


The  decrease  is  very  remarkable ;  the  total  number  in  1873  being 
little  more  than  half  that  in  1871,  and  less  than  one-third  of  that  in 
1872. 

The  number  of  Mortgages  effected  in  1873  under  both  systems,  MortgagcB. 
was  367 ;  the  value  of  the  property  being  229,411?.   Comparing  these 
figures  with  those  for  the  previous  year,  we  find  a  decrease  of  10  in 
the  number,  but  an  increase  of  69,321?.  in  the  value. 

The  transacticms  registered  at  the  Lands  Titles'  Office  in  the  last  Lands  Titles' 
three  years  were — 


Office. 


Tmis. 


1873 
1872 
1871 


Number. 


960 
710 
691 


Valne  of  Property.      Area  of  Vnptttj. 


221,764 
162,681 
214,515 


acres. 
118,370 
118,927 
107,202 


In  the  number  and  amount  of  Bilk  of  Sale  registered  in  1873,  there  Bills  of  Sale, 
was  a  considerable  decrease ;  the  number  being  151  against  173 ;  the 
amount,  59,752?.,  against  92,680?. 
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On  the  contrary,  there  was  an  increase  of  56  on  the  number  of 
Memorials,  Judgments,  and  Certificates  of  Satisfaction  registered ; 
and  of  234  in  the  number  of  Deeds  enrolled  in  the  Supreme  Court 

VII. — Edueation,  Bdiffion,  dtc. 

The  Returns  relating  to  Public  Schools  show  that  the  number  of 
Schools  in  1873  was  141,  or  2  more  than  in  1872 ;  that  the  number 
of  distinct  Scholars  on  the  Rolls  during  the  year  was  10,803,  or  824 
more ;  the  average  number  on  the  Rolls,  7,047,  or  109  more ;  the 
average  number  in  daily  attendance,  5,268,  or  44  more ;  the  number 
who  entered  during  the  year,  3,851,  or  210  more;  the  number  who 
left,  2,707,  or  31  more.  In  the  numb^  of  Teachers  of  all  kinds, 
including  pdd  Monitors,  there  was  a  decrease  of  two  in  1873. 

The  total  expenditure  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  these 
schools  in  1873  was  12,2727.  8a.  li.,  or  101/.  198.  3d.  in  excess  of 
that  for  1872.  The  amount  i^ceived  from  parents  in  school  fees  was 
4,340Z.  Oa  8d.j  or  486Z.  14^.  9(2.  more  than  in  that  year. 

The  amount  of  Government  aid  per  annum  for  each  scholar,  calcu- 
lated on  the  average  number  in  diuly  attendance,  was  21.  Is.  %\d. 

The  amount  disbursed  by  the  Council  of  Education  in  the  main- 
tenance of  two  Scholars  at  British  Universities,  and  in  relation  to  the 
Degree  of  Associate  of  Arts,  was  6367.  9a.  llcf. 

On  Exhibitions  tenable  at  the  higher  Schools,  awarded  by  the 
Council  and  Board  of  Education,  there  was  expended  the  sum  of 
5627.  5a.  Id. 

The  returns  of  Friendly  Societies  filed  with  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace 
show  that  the  number  of  members  at  the  end  of  1873  was  2,179, 
and  the  capital  12,5017.  5a.  7(7.;  the  receipts  during  the  year, 
5,0397.  13a.  Q\d. ;  and  the  expenditure,  3,673/.  9a.  7(7. 

As  compared  with  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year,  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  members  of  647 ;  in  the  capital,  of  2,2197.  18a.  9^. ; 
in  the  receipts,  of  1,1767.  19a.  6(7.;  and  in  the  expenditure,  of 
9427.  5a.  5(7. 

The  number  of  Societies  which  filed  returns  has,  however,  always 
fallen  short  of  the  number  in  existence.  The  Friendly  Societies  Act, 
19  Vic.,  No.  26,  requires  that  the  Trustees  or  other  OflScer  of  every 
Society  registered  under  that  Act  shall  file  a  statement  in  a  prescribed 
form  every  year  before  the  1st  February;  and  enacts  that  the 
Trustees  snail  be  incapable  of  prosecuting  any  action  at  law  or  in 
equity  until  such  statement  shall  have  been  filed.  In  many  cases  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  in  this  respect  are  habitually  disregarded ; 
and  it  is  well  that  the  attention  of  Trustees  of  such  Societies  should  be 
pointedly  called  to  the  fact,  that  so  long  as  they  neglect  them,  they 
are  at  the  absolute  mercy  of  any  dissatisfied  member  who  chooses  to 
appeal  to  the  law.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  members  also  to  take 
care  that  the  office-bearers  comply  with  the  provbions  of  the  Act 


Wll.—YUal  StaiislUs.    \ 

Birthf.  The  number  of  Burths  registered  in  1873  was  3,048,  namely,  Male?, 

1,512 ;  Females,  1,536— being  35  more  than  in  1872.  On  the  Births 
of  Males  in  1873  there  was  a  decrease  of  15 ;  on  those  of  Females  an 
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increase  of  50.   The  ratio  of  Males  to  Females  was  as  98  44  to  100.     Tasmania. 
This  excess  in  the  births  of  female  children  is  very  remarkable.     I         ""^ 
can  only  find  three  other  instances  in  the  published  Statistics  of  the 
Colony,  namely,  in  1839,  1841,  and  in  1852. 

The  ratio  of  Births  to  population  was  29*24  per  1000, — less  by 
0  03  than  in  1872. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  1873  was  1,504— namely,  Deathg. 
Males,  896;  Females,  607;  and  1,  sex  unknown.    There  was  an 
increase  upon  those  of  1872  of  93. 

Adding  to  these  1,504  deaths  those  (8)  of  Convicts  under  punish- 
ment at  rort  Arthur,  not  registered,  making  the  whole  number  1,512, 
the  death-rate  for  1873  is  found  to  be  14*51  per  1,000,  being  0-66 
above  the  average  (13  •  85)  of  the  five  years  1868-73,  and  0  •  75  above 
the  rate  in  1872. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  per  1,000  of  each  sex  living  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1873  was— Males,  16-18;  Females,  12-43. 

On  examining  the  ages  of  those  who  died  during  the  last  two 
years,  y^e  find  that  the  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  40  less  in 
1873 ;  from  1  to  5  years,  15  more.  From  10  to  40,  the  number  was 
58  more  ;  from  40  to  80,  43  more ;  and  from  80  upwards,  19  more. 
Thirteen  Males  and  six  Females  between  90  and  100  died  in  1873, 
and  only  6  of  each  sex  in  1872.  So  that  the  past  year  seems  to  have 
been  especially  unfavourable  as  compared  with  the  other,  to  adult  and 
declining  life. 

The  ratio  of  Deaths  of  both  sexes  at  each  age  are  100  Deaths 
of  Males  and  Females  for  1870*  and  1873  is  shown  in  the  following 
Table: 


All  Ages. 


Under  1  year 

2  years  - 
5     „  -        - 

10     „     -        - 
20      „  -        . 

30     „     -        - 
40      „  -        - 

50     „      -        . 
60     „  .        - 

70     „     -        . 
80     „  -        - 

90     ^      .        - 

Ninety  years  and  upwards 

Kot  specified     - 


Males. 


100-00 


15*29 

8-91 

3-91 

2-34 

4-58 

4-24 

4-46 

6-70 

11  05 

19-20 

17-52 

513 

1-45 

0-22 


1870. 


lOO'OO 


19-93 

2-86 

3-67 

2-52 

4-24 

4-58 

4-58 

7-21 

13-52 

15-24 

14-55 

5-61 

1-26 

0-23 


FsiCALEa. 


1873. 


100-00 


21-25 
5-27 
4-78 
3-62 
7-41 
6-43 
8-73 
9-39 

11-04 
9-39 
8-07 
3-46 
0-99 
0-17 


1870. 


100*00 


23-35 
3-96 
6-21 
4-33 
4-90 
6-78 
7-72 
10-93 
11-11 
9-79 
8*85 
1-88 

0-19 


Seven  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  registered  in  1873  in  excess  of  those 
in  1872.  Of  Diphtheria  28  persons  are  certified  to  have  died  m  1873, 
and  onlv  1  in  1872. 

The  high  rate  of  mortality  in  1873  as  compared  with  1872,  appears 
to  have  been  caused  mainly  by  the  increase^  (54)  in  the  deaths  of  old 

*  This  year  is  selected  for  comparison  because  the  ratios  are  ahready  calculated. 
ii7hich  has  not  been  done  for  the  intervening  years. 
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people.  Under  the  Class  of  Developmental  Diseases,  there  were 
altogether  100  deaths  re^tered  m  1873  in  excess  of  those  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  other  Classes  do  not  present  any  remarkable  variations. 

Croup,  Influenza,  and  Catarrhs,  Rheumatism,  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy, 
Enteritis,  Nephria,  were  much  more  fatal  in  1873  than  in  1872,  and 
so  were  Atrophy  and  Debility — the  latter  principally  among  children. 
On  the  other  hand  fewer  deaths  were  caused  by  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea,  and  by  Fevers. 

The  number  of  cases  of  disease  treated  in  the  General  Hospitals  at 
Hobart  Town  and  Launceston,  in  the  Hospital  at  Campbell  Town, 
and  at  the  Queen's  Asylum  for  Destitute  Children  in  1873  was  2,000, 
and  the  Deaths  166.  On  the  *  Cases,'  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  year,  there  was  an  increase  of  313,  and  on  the  Deaths,  of  2. 

Scarlatina  was  very  prevalent ;  so  were  catarrhal  affections,  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  rheumatism.  Under  the  head  of  "  other 
"zymotic  diseases"  there  was  an  entry  of  163  cases,  against  only  1  in 
the  preceding  year  1  In  the  Class  of  Zymotic,  or  fermentative  diseases, 
altogether  there  were  195  more  cases,  and  18  more  deaths  than  in 
1872.  Skin  diseases  and  accidents  were  also  more  numerous.  Four 
cases  of  attempted  suicide  by  poison  were  treated  in  the  two  principal 
Hospitals,  all  of  which  recovered. 

In  the  other  Government  Establishments  there  was  an  increase  of 
419  in  the  cases  treated,  and  of  34  in  the  deaths. 

There  were  no  Vaccinations  performed  at  any  of  the  Hospitals 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  Marriages  in  1873  was  659,  against  632  in  1872, — 
an  increase  of  27. 

The  ratio  of  Marriages  to  population  in  1873  was  6*82  per  1,000, 
and  in  1872,  6*14.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  jSve  years  was 
6-31  per  1000. 

The  table  of  Meteorological  observations  at  Hobart  Town  shows 
that  the  mean  height  of  the  Barometer  during  the  year  was  29  •  903  ; 
temperature,  58  43;  daily  range  of  thermometer,  21*64;  solar 
intensity,  93*60;  terrestrial  radiation,  39*36;  humidity  of  the  air, 
0*68;  rainfall,  total  for  the  year  23*43  inches;  monthly  mean, 
1  '95  ;  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell,  157 ;  mean  in  each  month 
13*08;  mean  force  of  wind  in  each  month,  77*50  lbs.  per  inch. 

Atmospheric  pressure  was  less  than  in  1872 ;  the  terap<Tature 
higher  on  the  whole,  and  higher  also  in  the  months  of  February, 
April,  May,  June,  August,  October,  and  December,  but. lower  in  the 
remaining  months ;  daily  range  somewhat  lower ;  solar  intensity 
0*30  higher;  radiation  lower ;  numidity  of  the  air  0*03  less;  total 
rainfall  8*33  inches  less  (equal  to  about  4^  months'  fall  in  1873), 
monthly  mean  0*7  inch  less;  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell 
only  3  fewer,  monthly  mean  0*25  less.  The  dryness  of  1873  there- 
fore was  caused,  not  so  much  by  the  infrequency  of  rain  as  by  the 
scanty  supply.  Wind-force  was  neariv  the  same  as  in  1872,*  but 
19  "13  lbs.  per  inch  above  the  30  years  average. 


♦  A  correction  is  required  in  the  Table  for  ]  872,  by  insertinpr  wind-forpe  for  May, 
86*66,  which  makes  the  total  811*89,  and  the  monthly  mean  77*66. 
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With  a  drier  atmosphere,  and  violent  north-westerly  winds  in  the     Tismania. 
months  of  September  and  October — ^just  the  time  when  the  warm  still 
weather  is  most  required  for  the  process  of  vegetation — it  can  easibr 
be  understood  why  the  average  produce  of  tne  soil  was  so  much 
•  below  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

IX. — MisceUaneouB. 

The  only  circumstance  under  this  head  which  it  is  necessary  to  Political 
mention  is,  that  the  number  of  Electors  for  the  Legislative  Council  on  ^^'^c^^* 
the  Rolls  after  revision  was  2,805,  or  14  more  than  in  1872.    In  the 
Electors  for  the  House  of  Assembly  there  was  also  an  increase  of  38, 
the  number  for  the  past  year  being  14,039. 

Taking  a  general  survey  of  the  foregoing  facts,  we  find  more  Oonclasion. 
matter  for  congratulation  than  has  appeared  for  many  years  past. 
There  was,  it  is  true,  still  a  drain  of  population ;  but  those  who 
remained  found  better  employment.  Trade  was  brisker,  commerce 
more  enterprising,  the  revenue  rising,  capital  accumulating,  the 
means  of  inter-communication  (Post  Office,  Telegraph,  and  Railway) 
more  extensively  used ;  the  public  lands  in  greater  demand ;  and  the 
incumbrances  on  propertv  relieved. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  the  Colony  is  becoming  better  known,  and 
the  rich  deposits  of  Tin  cannot  fail  eventually  to  prove  a  source 
of  largB  profit  Quartz  mining  has  been  proceeding  steadily  at  the 
Black  Boy,  and  has  started  into  fresh  vigour  at  the  Nine  Mile  Springs 
in  consequence  of  renewed  discoveries  there.  Slate  quarries  have  been 
opened,  and  slates  of  marketable  quality  produced.  Little,  however, 
seems  to  have  been  done  towards  utilizing  the  stores  of  coal  and  iron 
with  which  the  Colony  abounds ;  but  I  believe  that  efforts  have  been 
successfully  made  by  the  Tasmanian  Charcoal  Iron  Company  to  bring 
English  capital  to  bear  on  the  manufacture  of  the  latter.  This  seems 
to  be  the  only  way  in  which  these  minerals  can  be  profitably  worked ; 
the  capital  required  being  larger,  and  the  skill  greater,  than  local 
resources  can  supply. 

It  is  doubtless  an  unfavourable  circumstance  that  the  quantity  of 
land  under  cultivation  was  less,  but  the  chief  cause  was  one  that  will 
soon  pass  away ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  area  was  less,  more 
intelligence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        E.  C.  Nowell, 

Government  Statistician. 


H  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Webtebn 
aubtbalu. 

No.  17. 


196  PAPEKS  RELATING  TO 


WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 


No.  17. 

Governor  Weld  to  The  Earl  of  Oarnarvok. 

GoYernment  House,  Perth, 
My  Lord,  September  30, 1874. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  your  Lordship  may  think  it 
desirable  that,  before  I  leave,  I  should,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  a 
Despatch  may  enable  me  to  do  so,  place  before  you  the  present  state 
of  this  Colony,  review  the  progress  it  has  made  within  the  last  five 
years,  and  indicate  its  future  prospects. 

2.  When  I  was  appointed  to  the  Government  of  Western  Australia 
I  was  aware  that  from  various  causes  the  Colony  had  made  but  little 
progress;  and  on  my  arrival  in  September,  1869,  I  found  chronic 
despondency  and  discontent,  heightened  by  failure  of  the  wheat  crop, 
by  the  prospect  of  the  gradual  reduction  of  convict  expenditure  and 
labour  on  which  the  settlers  had  been  accustomed  to  depend,  by  the 
refusal  of  the  Home  Government  to  continue  to  send  out  free  immi- 
grants, and  by  that  vague  dread  of  being  thrown  on  their  own 
resources  so  natural  to  men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  take  no 
part  in  their  own  afiairs,  and  who  have  consequently  learned  to  rely 
entirely  upon  the  Government,  and  not  at  all  upon  tnemselves.  One 
healthy  symptom  there  was,  and  that  was  a  desire,  not  very  strong 
perhaps,  or  even  generally  founded  upon  a  just  appreciation  of  the  past, 
or  political  foresight  of  the  future ;  but  still  a  very  wide-spread  desire, 
and  to  many  a  reasonable  and  intelligent  desire,  for  a  form  of  repre- 
sentative institutions  which  might  give  the  Colonists  some  real  voice 
in  the  management  of  their  own  a&irs. 

3.  At  the  earliest  possible  moment  I  commenced  work  by  travel- 
ling over  as  much  as  possible  of  the  settled  and  partially  settled 
districts  of  the  Colony ;  an  old  Colonist  bushman  and  explorer  myself, 
travelling  on  horseback  and  *'  camping  out "  were  but  natural  to  me, 
and  I  wished  to  judge  for  myself  of  the  capabilities  of  the  Colony  ; 
and  before  I  had  been  six  months  in  the  country  I  had  ridden  consider- 
ably over  2,000  (two  thousand)  miles,  some  part  of  the  distance  unfor- 
tunately, owing  to  an  accident,  with  a^ractured  rib  and  other  injuries. 
I  had  made  acquaintance  with  settlers  of  all  classes,  and  was  able  to 
form  an  opinion  so  accurate,  both  of  the  people  and  of  the  country  I 
have  since  had  to  deal  with,  and  of  their  capabilities,  that  I  have  never 
altered  that  opinion,  nor  have  my  many  subsequent  journeys  done 
more  than  supplement  the  knowledge  I  tnen  gained. 

4.  My  first  political  aim  was  to  promote  local  self-government  in 
local  affiiirs  by  establishing  or  giving  real  power  to  Eoad  Boards  and 
Municipalities  (a  policy  I  afterwards  earned  into  effect  with  School 
Boards  also) ;  and,  so  soon  as  I  had  obtained  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  I  introduced  that  modified  form  of  represen- 
tative institutions  provided  by  13  and  14  Vic,  chap.  59,  and  then 
passed  the  Municipal  Acts  I  have  mentioned  above.     This  policy  has 
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fulfilled  not  only  my  expectations  but  my  hopes,  and  should  the  Council    ^^^^^ 

that  is  about  to  meet  wish  to  take  the  ultimate  step  of  entering  into        

complete  self-government  by  adopting  the  "  responsible  "  system,  the 
preparation  afforded  by  the  last  five  years  will  admittedly  be  of  the 
greatest  value. 

5.  It  fell  to  me  to  carry  into  effect  the  ecclesiastical  policy  indicated 
by  Lord  Granville  in  a  Despatch,  No.  80,  of  July  10, 1869,  held  over 
for  my  arrival,  in  which  his  Lordship  suggested  that  grants  (regard 
being  had  to  the  number  in  the  community  of  each  denomination) 
should  be  equal  in  substance  and  alike  in  form,  and  asked  if  there  were 
any  difficulties  in  applying  to  Western  Australia  "  that  principle  of 
"  religious  equality  wnich  had  long  been  recognized  in  the  Australian 
"  Colonies."  Lord  Kimberley,  in  an  enclosure  to  his  Despatch, 
No.  78,  of  December  19,  1870,  expressed  similar  views.  To  this  on 
the  March  1,  1871,  in  my  Despatch,  No.  37, 1  was  enabled  to  reply, 
that  I  had  already  carried  the  policy  recommended  into  practice,  that 
the  grants  had  been  equalized  by  "  levelling  up,"  that  the  vote  for 
the  Church  of  England  was  "  now  handed  over  to  the  Bishop  of  Perth, 
"  the  Government  reserving  the  right  to  satisfy  itself  that  it  is 
'^  applied  to  those  purposes  of  reli^ous  ministration  and  instruction 
**  for  which  it  is  voted,  and  that  all  vested  interests  are  maintained 
"  intact  and  claims  on  the  Government  respected."  Since  then  I 
have  supported  such  measures  as  were  thought  desirable  to  promote 
self-organization,  and  I  have  moreover  made  liberal  grants  of  land  for 
glebes,  churches,  schools,  and  institutions  to  the  various  religious 
bodies  in  proportion  to  their  numbers.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  on 
all  sides  satisfaction  is  felt  at  the  position  in  which  I  shall  leave 
ecclesiastical  affairs  so  far  as  the  action  of  Government  may  affect 
them. 

6.  The  elementary  educational  ^juestion  on  my  arrival  was  a  source 
of  much  contention  and  ill-feeling,  which  came  prominently  into  play, 
when  in  the  second  session  of  1871  I  caused  a  Bill,  drafted  by  myself, 
and  the  general  provisions  of  which  1  was  subsequently  mformed 
were  "  entirely  approved  of "  by  your  Lordship's  predecessor,  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Legislature,  and  carried  it,  not  however  quite  in 
its  original  form ;  though  the  alterations  are  unquestionably  defects 
and  may  somewhat  mar  its  success,  it  has  hitherto  worked  very  well, 
and  has  proved  itself  not  only  effective  but  economical :  it  has  received 
praise  from  its  former  opponents  and  from  the  most  opposite  quarters, 
and  old  bitternesses  are  now  (I  hope  for  ever)  things  of  the  past, 

7.  I  have  not  failed  to  give  the  utmost  support  in  my  power,  a 
support  unfortunately  much  needed  in  a  Colony  like  this,  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  and  it  has  been  a  great  gratification  to  me  that  on  mv 
recommendation  the  long  and  valuable  services  of  Sir  Archibald  Paull 
Burt  have  been  reco^ized  by  Her  Majesty,  and  that  he  has  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  a  rank  whicn  none  of  Her  Majesty's 
servants  will  more  fitly  adorn.  I  have  suggested  to  the  Legislature 
that  a  small  increase  of  salary  should  be  given  to  uphold  the  dignity 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  question,  to  which  I  have  already  drawn 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  of  the  appointment  of  two  Puisne 
Judges  and  constitution  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  no  distant  period.    One  new  resident  magistracy 
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Westbrn  Jj^  ij^gQ  established  in  a  district  where  it  was  very  much  needed,  and 
usTRALiA.  2  (two)  Local  Courts  have  been  constituted ;  there  is  some  difficulty 
in  finding  a  sufficiency  of  fit  persons  for  the  commission  of  the  peace 
who  are  willing  to  exert  themselves,  and  the  pay  of  the  '*  resident 
"  magistrates  "  is  in  too  many  cases  insufficient  to  enable  them  properly 
to  support  their  position  as  representatives  of  the  Government  in  their 
districts. 

8.  In  the  Military  Department  I  have  enabled  successive  com- 
mandants to  make  reductions  in  the  enrolled  Pensioner  Force.  By 
withdrawing  the  guard  from  Rottnest  Island,  and  by  concurring  in 
the  reductions  at  out-stations,  a  very  considerable  saving  has  thus  been 
efiected.  I  have  given  all  the  encouragement  in  my  power  to  the 
Volunteer  movement,  and  I  may  confidently  state  that  the  Volunteer 
Force  was  never  before  in  so  good  a  state  either  so  far  as  regards 
numbers  or  eflSciency :  to  this  result  the  efibrts  of  successive  com- 
mandants and  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  have  mainly  con- 
tributed. 

9.  It  has  been  for  me  to  preside  over  the  latter  stages  of  the 
existence  of  the  Imperial  convict  establishment  in  Western  Australia, 
as  a  large  and  important  department ;  henceforth  it  will  be  confined 
in  narrow  limits,  and  I  may  state  with  confidence  that  the  great 
reductions  and  concentrations  that  it  has  been  my  duty  to  effect  have 
not  been  attended  with  those  disastrous  efiects  to  the  Colony  that  were 
so  confidently  predicted,  and  also  that  although  the  residue  of  convicts 
are,  many  of  them,  men  of  the  doubly  reconvicted  class  and  long- 
sentence  men,  discipline  is  well  kept,  serious  prison  offences  are  rare, 
the  health  of  the  men  is  excellent,  whilst  severe  punishments  are 
seldom  needfiil.  I  here  beg  leave  to  make  favourable  mention  of 
Mr.  W.  R.  Fauntleroy,  Acting  Comptroller-General  of  Convicts,  who 
has  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  valuable  officer. 

10.  Much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  Survey  and  Lands  Depart- 
ment ;  when  Mr.  Eraser  in  December,  1870,  took  charge  of  the  de- 
partment, the  greatest  economy  was  needed  to  make  the  revenue  of 
the  Colony  meet  the  expenditure,  and  consequently  it  was  necessary 
to  reduce  and  lay  upon  our  oars ;  Mr.  Fraser  reorganized  his  depart- 
ment, putting  it  on  a  new  system,  letting  out  work  by  contract  instead 
of  keeping  up  a  large  permanent  staffs,  and  thereby  efiected  a  consider- 
able annual  saving ;  at  the  same  time  he  has  been  steadily  working, 
as  time  and  means  have  permitted,  towards  certain  definite  objects ; 
namely,  in  the  direction  of  a  trigonometrical  survey,  by  fixing  points, 
by  making  sketch  and  reconnaissance  surveys  of  new  and  important 
districts,  and  by  accurately  fixing  by  survey  main  lines  of  road :  this 
will  give  a  connection  to  the  reconls  in  the  Survey  Office  which  has  been 
hitherto  wanting,  and  will  contribute  to  enable  him  to  construct  that 
ffreat  desideratum,  a  large  and  accurate  map  of  Western  Australia,  so 
fer  as  it  is  settled  or  partially  settled.  I  concur  with  Mr.  Fraser  in 
thinking  that  so  soon  as  means  will  admit,  a  considerably  increased 
annual  expenditure  should  be  devoted  to  surveys. 

11.  The  joint  survey  of  the  coast  will  also  aid  in  this  work :  the 
Admiralty,  in  assenting  to  my  proposal  to  undertake  a  joint  coast 
survey,  which  has  been  placed  under  a  highly  meritorious  officer. 
Navigating  Lieutenant  Archdeacon^  R.N.y  have  conferred  a  great 
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benefit  on  this  Colony,  and  promoted  the  interests  of  British  commerce 
and  navigation,  much  valuable  work  having  already  been  done. 

12.  In  close  connection  with  the  Survey  and  Lands  Department  is 
the  topic  of  exploration.  So  soon  as  possible  after  my  first  arrival,  I 
took  upon  myself  to  send  Mr.  John  Forrest  overland  to  Adelaide,  along 
the  shores  of  the  great  Bight,  nearly  on  the  line  of  Mr.  Eyre's  route 
in  1841 :  I  did  this  before  the  introduction  of  representative  govern- 
ment, and  it  is  right  to  say  that  I  knewj  that  I  could  not  have  got  a 
vote  for  it,  I  felt  that  this  was  the  last  act  of  an  expiring  autocratic 
regime,  and  I  believe  it  was  one  of  the  least  popular  of  my  acts,  but 
certainly  no  small  sum  of  public  money  has  been  expended  with 
greater  results — for,  as  I  hoped,  Mr.  Forrest's  expedition  has  bridged 
the  gap  that  separated  West  Australia  from  the  other  Colonies,  has 
led  to  settlement  on  the  shores  of  the  great  Bight,  and  to  the  con- 
nection of  this  Colony  with  the  rest  of  the  world  by  electric  telegraph, 
I  never  doubted  of  the  future  of  West  Australia  from  the  day  when 
the  news  of  Mr.  Forrest's  success  reached  Perth.  Since  then  more 
interest  has  been  taken  in  exploration.  A  second  expedition  was  sent 
out  to  the  eastward  under  Mr.  Alexander  Forrest  in  1871,  with  the 
support  of  the  Legislature  and  of  some  of  the  settlers,  and  at  present 
under  th«  same  auspices  Mr.  John  Forrest  is  again  exploring  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  :  his  route  will  be  guided  by  circumstances, 
but  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  aim  for  the  Central  Australian 
Telegraph  line,  and  I  am  already  anxiously  expecting  tidings  of  him. 

13.  In  1870,  with  a  vote  I  ootained  from  the  Council,  I  engaged 
Mr.  Henry  Y.  Brown  as  Government  Geologist :  his  geological  sketch 
map  and  his  researches,  which  he  pushed  in  one  instance  far  into  the 
interior,  have  been  of  the  greatest  value ;  and  it  was  with  much  regret 
that  in  1872,  owing  to  the  disinclination  evinced  in  the  Legislature 
in  the  then  straightened  circumstances  of  the  Colonv  to  expend  money 
on  a  scientific  department,  that  I  was  obliged  to  forego  my  desire  of 
making  it  a  permanent  part  of  the  establishment. 

14.  As  Cblonel  Warburton's  journey  from  the  Central  South 
Australian  Telegraph  line  to  our  north-west  coast  was  set  on  foot  and 
its  expenses  defrayed  by  private  colonists  of  South  Australia,  I  only 
allude  to  it  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  that  this  Colony  lies  under 
to  those  public-spirited  gentlemen  and  to  the  gallant  leader  and  his 
followers.  Parties  headed  by  Mr.  Grosse,  by  Mr.  Giles,  and  by  Mr. 
Ross  have  all  within  the  last  two  years  penetrated  from  the  eastern 
Colonies  to  within  the  boundary  of  our  unexplored  territory,  but, 
beyond  a  certain  extension  of  geographical  knowledge,  without 
eflecting  any  material  results. 

15.  Under  the  head  of  Survey  and  Lands  Department,  it  will  be 

E roper  to  glance  at  the  alterations  in  the  Land  and  Mineral  Regu- 
itions,  which  have  offered  increased  inducements  and  facilities  for 
cultivation  and  occupation,  and  which  have  considerably  promoted 
mining  enterprise ;  Gold  Mining  Eegulations  have  been  also  prepared 
and  are  ready  for  issue,  should  occasion,  as  is  likelv,  render  them 
requisite.  I  willingly  acknowledge  the  assistance  I  have  received 
from  Mr.  M.  Fraser,  the  Surveyor-General  and  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands,  who  has  had  much  experience  in  New  Zealand,  for  the 
services  he  has  rendered  in  all  these  matters. 


Western 
'austbalia. 
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^^RAhLk.         ^^'  '^^®  mineral  riches  of  this  Colony  are  very  great ;  I  have 

-    never  doubted  but  that  they  would  ultimately  become  a  main  source 

of  its  advancement.  All  the  different  kinds  of  auriferous  quartz 
known  in  other  Colonies  are  found  abundantly  in  various  parts  of 
this — the  question  of  payable  gold  is,  as  I  have  long  since  reported, 
simply  a  question  of  time.  After  many  efforts,  I  at  last,  in  1873, 
obtained  a  vote  for  prospecting,  and  the  results  are  most  promising, 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  ridi  auriferous  cjuartz  being  now  estab- 
lished. We  shall  immediately  be  in  a  position  to  crush  specimen 
consignments  of  quartz  by  a  Government  steam-crusher,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  that,  if  followed  up,  the  results  will  be  most  important  But 
gold  is  not  the  only,  nor  perhaps  the  most  important,  of  the  minerals 

1)ossessed  by  West  Australia.  The  Colony  is  extraordinarily  rich  in 
ead,  silver,  copper,  iron,  plumbago,  and  many  other  minerals  are 
found  in  various  localities,  and  indications  of  coal  and  petroleum  are 
not  wanting— what  is  wanting,  is  energy  and  enterprise  to  develop 
these  riches,  and  that  energy  and  enterprise  is  being  attracted  chiefly 
from  Victoria,  first  by  means  of  concessions  that  I  M'as  enabled  to 
make,  and  now  by  the  reports  of  the  new  comers  to  their  friends.  I 
made  a  small  concession  to  a  smelting  company :  and  another,  and 
also  an  iron  mining  company,  is  in  the  field. 

17.  When  on  my  arrival  1  turned  around  me  to  see  what  was  to 
be  looked  for  to  supply  the  place  of  Imperial  exjjenditure,  only  second 
to  our  minerals,  our  forests  attracted  my  attention.  They  could  not 
fail  to  do  so,  because  just  before  I  came  there  was  an  outcry  for  the 
development  of  this  industry  by  Government  aid.  With  Lord  Gran- 
ville's assent  I  made  liberal  concessions,  and  thereby  induced  a 
pioneer  company,  shortly  followed  by  others  from  Victoria,  to  embark 
capital  in  the  enterprise.  The  public  ardour  here  had,  however, 
cooled,  and  an  ignorant  cry  was  raised  against  "  foreigners,"  and  the 
prospects  of  the  trade  were  systematically  decried.  Several  causes 
besides  this  militated  against  it,  but  it  is  surmounting  them,  and  at 
the  present  moment  not  only  are  the  companies  largely  employing 
labour  and  expending  money,  but  their  own  success  is  becoming  an 
established  fact,  and  the  export  is  enormously  increasin^^  and  with 
good  management  must  continue  to  increase  indefinitely.  Whilst 
on  this  subject  I  may  allude  to  the  question  of  the  preservation  of 
our  forests,  but  as  I  am  treating  it  more  fully  in  a  separate  Despatch 
I  will  only  say  that  this  and  the  kindred  question  of  planting  ought, 
at  no  distant  period,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  our  Legislature. 

18.  The  pearl  shell  and  pearl  fishery  may  be  said  to  have  sprung 
into  existence  within  the  last  few  years.  It  employs  a  fleet  of  cutters 
and  schooners,  chiefly  of  small  size,  on  the  north-west  coast.  Port 
Cossack  being  the  head  quarters.  At  Sharks  Bay  also  there  are  a 
number  of  smaller  boats.  A  licence  fee  on  boats  and  a  tax  on  shells 
has  been  imposed  by  the  Legislature;  laws  for  the  protection  of 
aboriginal  divers  and  Malays  have  been  enacted.  I  shall  immediately 
have  a  Government  cutter  on  the  north-west  coast  for  police  and 
customs  purposes,  which  will  also  be  useful  in  cases  of  shipwreck 
amongst  the  islands  and  inlets,  and  in  searching  for  and  reporting 
the  position  of  reefs,  of  anchorages,  and  of  new  banks  of  pearl  oysters. 
It  will  probably  hereafter  become  advisable  to  let  areas  for  pearling 
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under  certain  r^^ilations  as  in  Ceylon,  but  this  could  not  well  be     Webttbrn 
done  with  our  present  means  and  knowledge.  Aubtbaua. 

19.  To  turn  now  to  the  more  settled  industries,  first  in  importance 
is  that  of  agriculture.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  men  of  little 
capital,  and  is  carried  oif  in  a  very  slovenly  way  by  the  greater  part 
of  them.  Bad  seasons,  an  over-great  reliance  on  cereals,  which  have 
for  several  successive  years  been  seriously  affected  by  the  '*  red  rust," 
and  a  neglect  of  other  products  suitable  to  the  soil  and  climate,  added 
in  too  many  cases  to  careless  and  intemperate  habits,  have  until 
lately  rendered  the  position  of  many  of  the  small  farmers  a  very 
precarious  one.  Last  year,  however,  was  more  favourable,  and  they 
to  a  great  extent  recovered  themselves.  The  lesson  of  the  past  has 
not  l^en  altogether  lost ;  they  have  also  been  much  assisted  by  the 
new  Land  Regulations,  and  a  few  prosperous  seasons  will,  I  sincerely 
trust,  put  this  class,  which  ought  to  be  a  mainstay  of  the  Colony,  into 
a  really  prosperous  condition. 

20.  Tne  cultivation  of  the  vine  is  a  profitable  pursuit,  and  the 
quantity  of  land  fitted  for  that  purpose  is  very  great,  both  soil  and 
climate  are  eminently  favourable  to  the  growth  of  the  grape ;  recent 
legislation  has  given  some  encouragement  to  wine  growers  by  facili- 
tating the  sale  of  home-grown  pure  wine.  The  quantity  of  land  laid 
down  in  vineyards  is  slightly  increased,  but  the  class  of  settlers  that 
are  most  numerous  in  Western  Australia  do  not  readily  take  to 
industries  that  are  new  to  them,  however  profitable  they  may  be,  nor 
can  they  afford  to  wait  for  returns,  nor  have  many  of  them  the  know- 
ledge necessary  to  make  good  wine :  still  this  industry  will  become 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  Colony. 

21.  The  pastoral  interest  is  the  pioneer  interest  of  a  new  Colony. 
Western  Australia  has  been  somewnat  less  favoured  than  some  other 
parts  of  Australia  in  its  pastoral  lands,  but  it  has,  nevertheless,  a 
good  deal  of  very  good  pastoral  country,  and  under  the  extremely 
liberal  concessions  lately  offered  to  those  who  will  devote  capital  to 
the  eradication  of  poison  plants  much  more  mav  be  made  available, 
whilst  fresh  country  is  being  largely  occupied  inland. 

The  prepress,  however,  of  the  pastoral  interest,  considering  the  age 
of  the  Colony,  though  latterly  great,  is  not  so  great  as  might  have 
been  expected ;  the  comparatively  ^ood  prices  obtainable  and  antici- 
pated for  meat  have  kept  down  the  increase  of  stock,  and  consequently 
the,  yield  of  wool ;  and  as  yet  very  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  to 
supplement  natural  resources  by  growing  artificial  grasses  and  fodder 
plants.  No  country  presents  greater  capabilities  for  horse  breeding, 
and  cattle  do  exceedingly  well  and  are  very  profitable. 

22.  The  sandal-wocS  trade  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  has 
brought  monejr  into  the  Colony,  and  enabled  many  of  the  poorer 
classes  to  obtain  a  livelihood  by  cutting  that  aromatic  wood  for  export. 
It  is,  however,  doubted  by  some  whether  the  labour  employed  in  this 
trade  does  not  withdraw  many  from  more  steady  and  permanentiy 
useful  labour  on  their  farms  and  small  holdings. 

28.  In  the  matter  of  minor  industries,  sericulture  holds  a  first  rank. 
I  look  to  it  in  the  future  as  a  source  of  employment  for  paupers  on 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  also  for  women  and  children.  I 
have  taken  much  interest  in  this  pursuit  and  have  caused  a  mulberry 
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WEserEKs  plantation  to  be  made  and  plants  distributed,  and  have  published 
rsTBALu.  ^jmjjj  information  on  the  subject  The  Report  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Como  (Italy),  alluded  to  in  my  Despatch,  No,  61,  of 
20th  May,  1873,  conclusively  shows  that  tliis  Colony  is  remarkably 
well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  silk.  The  cultivation  of  the  olive 
and  the  castor-oil  plant  are  industries  for  which  this  soil  and  climate 
are  extraordinarily  well  adapted.  Tobacco,  hops,  and  dried  and 
preserved  fruits  might  largely  add  to  the  riches  of  the  Colony.     In 

great  part  at  my  own  expense,  I  have  introduced  and  distributed 
op  plants  and  various  kinds  of  fruits  of  great  utility,  and  have  in 
fact,  in  the  absence  of  any  botanic  garden  (in  which  I  have  vainly 
endeavoured  to  get  the  settlers  to  take  an  active  interest),  made  my 
own  garden  a  kind  of  nursery  for  acclimatisation  and  distribution  of 
useful  and  ornamental  plants,  and  I  have  also  given  a  small  conces- 
sion for  the  cultivation  of  the  cocoa  nut  on  the  north-west  coast,  where, 
in  the  absence  of  vegetables,  it  would  be  invaluable.  And,  thanks  to 
the  Government  of  the  Mauritius,  I  have  been  able  to  introduce 
various  kinds  of  sugar  cane,  for  which  part  of  this  territory  is  well 
adapted.  The  growth  of  coffee  has  been  also  attempted  on  a  Govern- 
ment plantation,  but  without  success.  Cotton  had  already  been  proved 
to  thrive  admirably,  and  to  be  excellent  in  Quality,  but  is  not  con- 
sidered likely  to  pay  without  cheap  labour.  1  may  here  note  that, 
with  an  eye  to  the  future,  I  have  made  reserves  for  the  purposes  of 
public  parks  and  recreation  grounds  in  several  places. 

Deer,  Angora  goats,  haj*e8,  and  trout  have  been  also  intro- 
duced. 

24. 1  will  now  proceed  to  another  branch  of  my  subject— public 
works  and  undertakings,  and  first  in  the  category  of  public  works  and 
undertakings  I  put  those  which  relate  to  communications,  and  under 
that  subdivision  immeasurably  the  most  important  are  such  means  of 
communication  as,  by  terminating  the  isolation  which  has  been  the 
great  bar  to  the  advancement  of  this  Colony,  may  make  it  a  living 
part  of  the  system  of  life  and  progress  which  has  been  growing  and 
prospering  around  it 

On  this  end  was  my  mind  set  when  I  was  appointed  to  the  Governor- 
ship, to  this  end  have  I  worked  steadily  ever  since,  and  this  end  is 
partially  accomplished,  and  its  complete  fulfilment  is  not  distant. 

The  vote  for  the  construction  of  the  telegraph  line  via  Eucla  to 
South  Australia  passed  last  session,  and  the  proposal  of  Messrs. 
Siemens  Brothers  regarding  a  submarine  cable  to  Madras,  fitly  close 
an  administration  which  found  Western  Australia  within  twelve  miles, 
and  has  already  placed  her  in  possession  of  a  complete  telegraphic 
system,  consisting  of  about  900  (nine  hundred)  miles  of  wire,  worked 
at  a  remarkably  small  cost,  in  efficient  order,  already  remunerative, 
and  affording  the  greatest  advantages  both  to  the  public  service 
and  to  private  buriness.  It  is  noteworthy  that  four  or  five  years  ago 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  that  the  construction  of  jbelegraphic  lines 
was  a  waste  of  public  money,  and  only  a  few  months  ago  a  prominent 
elected  member  of  the  Legislature  publicly  objected  to  the  fine  which 
is  to  connect  this  Colony  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  it  would 
only  benefit  a  few  individuals!  Such  ideas,  however,  are  rapidly 
becoming  obsolete  even  in  Western  Australia. 
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I  will  here  note  that  under  a  power  given  me  by  law  to  fix  and      W»»tbbh 
alter  rates,  I,  in  January,  1873,  reduced  the  charges  to  a  uniform    ^^^^^^^' 
rate  of  Is.  (one  shilling)  per  ten  words,  and  Id.  (one  penny)  for  each 
additional  word  (press  messages  at  quarter  price),  and  was  the  first  to 
do  so  in  the  Australian  Colonies. 

25.  After  much  and  persistent  opposition,  the  Legislature  was  at 
length  induced  to  vote  a  subsidy  for  steam  on  the  coast,  connecting 
our  western  ports  and  all  this  part  of  the  Colony  with  Albany,  King 
George's  Sound,  the  port  of  call  of  the  Royal  mail  steamers  from 
Europe  and  the  Eastern  Colonies.  This  has  done  much  to  throw 
open  this  Colony,  rendering  access  to  it  no  longer  difficult  and  uncer- 
tain, and  greatly  facilitating  intercommunication ;  a  very  Chinese 
objection  to  steam  communication  has  been  publicly  made  by  the  same 
gentleman  to  whose  opinion  on  telegraphic  communication  I  have 
already  alluded ;  mumely,  that  it  enabled  people  to  leave  the  Colony.  ' 
I  am,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion  that  it  is  certainly  conducing  to 
progress  and  the  promotion  of  commerce. 

The  steamer  we  have  at  present  is,  however,  insufficient,  but  I 
doubt  not  but  that  a  second  and  more  powerful  boat  will  shortly  be 
procured,  as  it  is  already  required :  I  understand,  however,  that  no 
West  Australian  capital  is  as  yet  forthcoming  for  the  purpose,  nor  for 
steam  communication  with  India,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
important,  as  it  would  render  available  the  magnificent  geographical 
position  of  the  Colony,  and  open  a  market  close  at  hand  for  its  pro- 
ducts. I  have  long  ago  and  frequently  stated  my  willingness  to  give 
all  possible  Government  support  to  such  an  undertaking. 

26.  I  am  immediately  about,  by  invitation,  to  proceed  to  Champion 
Bay,  and  to  cut  the  first  sod  of  the  first  West  Australian  railway,  on 
the  Geraldton  and  Northampton  line ;  I  have  already  fully  indicated 
the  advantage  that  there  is  good  reason  to  anticipate  will  result  from 
the  opening  of  that  line,  which  will,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  be  the 
parent  of  future  and  greater  undertakings. 

When  the  Colony  arrives  at  a  position  safely  to  borrow  a  million 
or  a  million  and  a  quarter,  a  railway  from  Fremantle  and  Perth, 
probably  up  the  Helena  valley,  into  the  York  district,  and  thence 
down  the  country  eastward  of  the  present  Sound  road,  to  the  fine 
harbour  of  King  George's  Sound,  would  do  more  than  anything  else 
to  ffive  an  outlet  to  the  resources  of  the  country  and  supply  its  wants ; 
such  a  line  would  ultimately  be  extended  through  the  Eastern  dis- 
tricts and  Victoria  plains  northward  to  the  Irwm,  Greenough,  and 
Geraldton. 

But  I  will  recall  myself  from  these  and  other  speculations  of  the 
yet  more  distant  future,  and  look  back  upon  the  modest  past :  two 
tramways  with  locomotives  now  bring  timber  to  the  coast  from  the 
Garrah  forests,  and  there  are  also  two  other  -tramways  for  the  same 
purpose,  of  less  extent,  but  still  of  some  importance.  1  have  made 
concessions  to  the  companies  constructing  them. 

27.  With  regard  to  ordinary  roads,  1  can  very  confidently  say 
that,  considering  the  extent  of  the  country  and  its  scattered  population, 
no  colony  that  I  have  ever  seen  is  in  a  better  position  regarding 
roads.  Occasionally,  owino^  to  the  loss  of  convict  labour,  the  scarcity 
of  free  Ubour,  the  disinclination  of  the  people  to  tax  themselves 
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Western  locally,  and  the  great  extent  of  the  roads  themselves,  parts  of  the 
ArsTBALiA,  roads  already  made  fall  out  of  repair  whilst  other  parts  are  being 
formed ;  but,  on  the  whole,  having  perhaps  traversed  more  of  Western 
Australia  than  any  one  man  in  the  Colony,  I  very  confidently  assert 
that,  taking  all  in  all  throughout  the  country,  the  roads  are  in  a  better 
condition  than  they  have  ever  been  before.  Large  bridges  have 
been  constructed  over  the  Upper  Swan,  Moore  Eiver,  Blackwood, 
Capel,  and  Preston,  besides  12  (twelve)  smaller  bridges,  and  a  large 
one  completed  at  the  Upper  Canning. 

28.  "  Bushing "  the  Geraldton  sand  hills  has  been  a  very  useful 
and  successful  work ;  the  experiment  was  first  tried  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bruce.  Part  of  the  work  has  been  done  by  convict  labour, 
and  part  by  farmers  and  settlers  in  payment  for  a  loan  advanced  to 
them  for  seed-wheat  before  my  arrival.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  this  work  has  saved  the  town  of  Geraldton  and  its  harbour  from 
destruction  bv  sand. 

29.  A  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  improving  the  Swan 
River  navigation  by  means  of  a  dredge  imported  by  Governor  Hamp- 
ton, and  worked  by  prison  labour  and  by  an  appropriation  in  the 
Loan  Act  of  1872.  A  work  has  also  been  constructed,  from  funds 
provided  out  of  the  same  loan,  at  Mandurah,  by  which  the  entrance 
to  the  Murray  River  has  been  improved. 

30.  Harbour  improvements  have  occupied  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  Government  A  fine  and  substantial  open  piled  jetty  at 
Fremantle,  750  (seven  hundred  and  fifty)  feet  long,  has  been  con- 
structed, and  answers  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed ;  but 
the  larger  and  extremely  dimcult  question  of  the  construction  of  a 
really  safe  harbour  at  or  near  Fremantle  is  yet  undecided.  Various 
plans  have  been  proposed,  and  great  pressure  has  been  put  on  the 
Government  to  commence  worlb  hastily  and  without  engineering 
advice.  At  one  time  one  scheme  has  found  favour,  and  another  at 
another,  and  the  merits  of  the  rival  schemes  of  our  amateurs  have 
been  popularly  judged  upon  the  principle  of  opposing  most  strongly 
anything  that  was  supposed  to  find  favour  with  the  Government. 
Last  session  a  strong  wish  to  do  something  caused  the  Legislature  to 
advocate  a  scheme  which  many  persons  think  would  cause  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Swan  to  silt  up,  and  expose  the  town  of  Fremantle  to  danger, 
lest  the  river  in  flood  should  burst  out  (as  no  doubt  it  did  formerly) 
into  the  South  Bay  over  the  town  site.  The  question,  however,  is 
referred  to  the  Victorian  Government  engineer,  and  the  Melbourne 
Government  have  been  asked  to  allow  him  to  visit  this  Colony,  but  I 
fear  that  the  people  will  not  accept  his  decision,  and  unless  the  mem- 
bers of  the  new  Legislature  will  agree  to  do  so,  or  in  the  event  of  his 
not  coming,  do  what  I  have  long  since  recommended,  namely,  ask 
your  Lordship  to  refer  the  whole  question  to  the  decision  of  Sir  John 
Coode,  or  some  other  great  authority,  and  undertake  beforehand  to 
abide  by  it,  I  see  no  chance  of  anything  being  carried  into  efiect 
until  the  warmth  and  personal  feeling  wnich,  strangely  enough,  is 
always  evoked  by  this  question,  shall  be  succeeded  by  a  more  reason- 
able and  business-like  mood.  One  of  my  first  acts  on  reaching  this 
Colony  was,  in  accordance  with  the  previously  expressed  wish  of  the 
Council  and  Colonists,  to  send  for  an  engineer  of  high  repute  to  report 
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His  Report  only  raised  a  tempest  of  objurgations,  and  I  must  frankly  ^estkrn 
confess  failure  in  my  eflForts  to  leave  Fremantle  with  a  harbour ;  and,  ^'^tbalia. 
indeed,  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  that  anything  under  an 
enormous  outlay  will  avail  to  ^ve  an  anchora^^e  and  approaches,  safe 
in  all  weathers,  for  large  snips,  though  1,  with  the  Melbourne 
engineers,  think  that  the  plan  oi  cutting  a  ship  channel  into  Fresh- 
water Bay,  in  the  Swan  River,  advocated  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Qrenfel  Nicholay,  is  worthy  of  consideration.  Jetties  at  Albany, 
King  George's  Sound,  the  Vasse,  Bunbury,  and  Greraldton  have  been 
lengthened,  one  at  Dongarra  constructed,  and  money  has  been  voted 
for  the  construction  of  one  at  Port  Cossack.  Moorings  have  been 
procured  from  England  and  are  being  laid  down  at  Fremantle  and 
other  ports. 

31.  With  respect  to  public  buildings,  the  Perth  Town  Hall,  a  very 
large  and  conspicuous  building,  commenced  by  Governor  Hampton, 
was  completed  not  long  after  my  arrival,  and  handed  over  by  me  to 
the  City  Council  and  Municipality  on  June  1,  1870 ;  attached  to  it  I 
caused  the  Legislative  Chamber  to  be  built,  and  so  arranged  that  at 
no  great  cost  this  Colony  possesses  a  council  room  more  convenient 
and  in  better  taste  than  many  I  have  seen  of  far  greaterpretensions. 
It  is,  however,  proposed  hereafter  to  build  Legislative  Cnambers  in 
the  new  block  of  Government  building,  of  which  the  Registration 
Offices  now  about  to  be  commenced  will  form  a  wing,  for  which  the 
contract  is  2,502Z.  (two  thousand  five  hundred  and  two  pounds). 
The  public  offices  at  Albany  were  finished  shortly  after  my  arrival 
I  may  mention,  among  a  number  of  less  important  buildings,  the 
harbour  master's  house,  Albany  ;  school  houses,  there  and  in  various 
other  places  large  addition  to  Government  Boys'  School,  Fremantle ; 
Court  House,  and  Police  Station,  and  Post  and  Tele^aphic  Offices 
at  Greenough  and  at  Dongarra  ;  Police  Station,  Gingin ;  addition  to 
Court  House,  York ;  Post  and  Telegraphic  Offices  at  Guildford,  York ; 
and  Northam  Bonded  Store,  Government  offices,  and  Police  Station, 
Roeboume.  Considerable  additions  have  been  made  which  add  to 
the  convenience  and  capabilities  of  the  Fremantle  Lunatic  Asylum, 
and  alterations  and  adaptions  and  additions  have  been  made  to 
several  other  buildings ;  for  instance,  at  Albany  a  resident  magis- 
trate's house  and  also  a  convenient  prison  have  been  formed  at  no 
great  outlay.  At  Perth  a  building  has  been  erected  to  which  I  call 
attention,  tne  Government  printinff  house  ;  this  new  department  has 
been  of  immense  service  during  the  four  years  in  which  it  has  been 
in  existence,  in  fact  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  gone  on 
without  it,  and  the  Government  printing  work  is  most  creditably  done 
at  a  very  reasonable  cost.  A  handsome  stone  sea-wall  has  been 
commenced  by  convict  labour  at  the  new  ietty  at  Fremantle,  which 
will  reclaim  much  valuable  land,  and  greatly  improve  the  appearance 
of  the  place.  Harbour  lights  have  been  erected  at  several  places.  A 
large  lighthouse  is  in  the  course  of  erection  at  Point  Moore,  at 
Geraldton,  which  will  be  of  much  importance,  and  it  is  proposed,  with 
the  co-operation  of  other  colonies,  to  erect  one  near  Cape  Lecrowin, 
as  recommended  at  an  intercolonial  conference  on  that  subject 

32.  Postal  facilities  have  been  increased,  several  new  offices  opened, 
and  postages  (under  powers  vested  in  me  by  law)  considerably 
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-A^^BAUA     reduced,  on  both  letters  to  the  colonies  and  newspapers,  from  the 
— .    *     tariff  I  found  in  force.      In  this  a  step  in  advance  of  some  of  our 
neighbours  was  taken. 

33.  I  have  reduced  several  police  stations  on  the  recommendation 
of  Captain  Smith,  the  superintendent,  which  appeared  to  be  no  longer 
necessary ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  extended  police  protection 
into  outlying  districts,  both  for  the  benefit  of  European  settlers  and 
of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.  These  latter  have  gained  little  and 
lost  much  by  the  occupation  of  their  country  by  settlement.  I  have 
fought  their  battle  against  cruel  wrong  and  oppression,  holding,  I  trust, 
the  hand  of  justice  with  an  even  balance,  and  I  rejoice  to  say  not 
without  eflect  and  benefit  to  both  races.  Their  services  as  stockmen, 
shepherds,  and  pearlers  are  invaluable,  and  when  they  die  out,  as 
shortly  no  doubt  they  will,  their  disappearance  will  be  universally 
acknowledged  as  a  great  loss  to  the  Colonists. 

34.  The  Legislature,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  latterly  seconded 
my  efforts  by  encouraging  industrial  institutions  for  their  benefit. 
Similarly  they  have  in  the  last  session  turned  their  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  destitute  and  criminal  children  of  our  own  race ; 
and,  in  my  own  sphere,  I  have  done  what  was  possible  for  the 
encouragement  of  tne  (denominational)  orphanages  which  have  been 
long  established  and  are  in  full  workine  order.  This  Colony  is,  for 
its  size  and  means,  well  supplied  with  hospitals,  asylums,  and  estab- 
lishments for  paupers,  in  which  I  have  taken  great  personal  interest. 

35.  In  legislation  I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  over-legislation  and 
premature  legislation.  I  have  considered  that  free-trade  principles 
are  especially  in  place  in  a  Colony  situated  as  this  is.  The  ad  valorem 
duty,  and  that  on  wines,  spirits,  and  a  few  other  articles  has  been 
raised  for  revenue  purposes ;  some  others  have  been  put  on  the  free 
list ;  I  successfully  resisted  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  flour ;  I  should 
have  simplified  the  tariff  still  furtner  than  1  have  done,  and  adinitted 
free  many  more  articles — some  of  food,  others  used  in  our  industries — 
had  the  Legislature  not  objected ;  the  tariff  as  it  stands  is  inconsistent 
The  English  bankruptcv  system  has  been  introduced,  and  an  Act 
passed  regarding  fraudulent  debtors ;  distillation  has  been  permitted 
under  proper  safeguards ;  Sunday  closing  of  public-houses  has  been 
rendered  compulsory  with  good  effect;  a  Lunacy  Bill  on  the  English 
model  has  become  law;  the  "  Torrens  "  Land  Registration  system  has 
been  adopted,  and  will  shortly  be  put  into  force.  Many  equally  impor- 
tant measures  are  alluded  to  in  their  places  in  the  pages  of  this  Despatch, 
and  I  will  not  inflict  upon  your  Lordship  a  list  of  many  minor  Acts, 
some  not  unimportant,  which  have  proved  beneficial  in  their  degree, 

36.  Amongst  lesser  but  not  unimportant  matters,  I  may  mention 
that  I  have  extended  the  system  of  taking  security  from  Government 
ofiicers  in  receipt  of  public  moneys. 

The  commencement  of  a  Law  and  Parliamentary  Library  has  been 
made. 

37.  Immigration  from  England  has,  on  a  small  scale,  been  set  on 
foot  lately,  and  families  are  now  expected  from  neighbouring  colonies, 
but  our  population  from  obvious  causes  has  increased  but  slightly 
during  the  last  five  years ;  on  my  arrival  it  was  said  to  be  actually 
decreasing,  and  there  were  many  reasons  why  such  an  opinion  wa» 
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not  unreasonable — reduction  of  the  convict  establishment  threw  some 
out  of  employment,  expirees  also  desired  to  quit  a  country  which  to 
them  had  been  a  land  of  bondage,  and  the  prospects  of  the  country 
were  gloomy  ;  now  there  is  a  great  want  of  labour,  any  that  comes  is 
at  once  absorbed,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  attract  a  constant 
stream  of  immigrants. 

38.  It  will  be  observed  that  when  the  whole  authorized  loan  is 
raised,  the  Colony  will  be  only  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  a  little  over 
one  year's  income,  or  5/.  16s,  6^d.  a  head,  whilst  Victoria  is 
indebted  15Z.  14*.  lOfi.,  New  South  Wales  19Z.  7«.,  South  Australia 
lOZ.  19«.  5d.,  Queensland  32Z.  128.  7|d.,  Tasmania  lil  Ss.  6|(Z., 
New  Zealand  40/.  5^.  lid.  1  beg  also  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Western  Austrdia  has  only  yet  spent  the  35,000Z. 
(thirty-five  thousand  pounds)  loan,  and  has  now  only  begun  to  spend 
that  of  lOOjOOOZ.  (one  hundred  thousand  pounds).  I  also,  would  point 
out  that  the  last  annual  increase  of  revenue  has  about  equalled  the 
whole  capital  amount  which  has  been  expended  out  of  loans. 

39.  I  nave  caused  the  following  statistics  to  be  furnished  me  from 
the  Treasury  and  Customs  Departments  for  six  years,  ending  on  the 
30th  September  of  each  year.  The  first  year  given,  that  ending  on 
the  30th  September,  1869,  is  the  year  immediately  preceding  my 
arrival,  I  having  been  sworn  in  on  that  very  day. 


Webtebw 
Australia. 


1869. 

J  870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

*ImportB  - 

■Exports  -  • 
:  Cuitoms  duties 
1  Revenne      •   - 

Expenditure    - 

£       9.  d. 

232,830    0  11 
178,860  16     2 
48,167     8    9 
108,600     1     0 
107,213    1  10 

£       i.   d. 

232.590  18    8 
204,447     2    2 
45,270  14     6 
109,978     6    3 
119,478    8    4 

£       i.  d. 
201,070    3    4 
194,984    9    3 
43,464     2    3 
102,128     3    4 
112,286  10    7 

£        $.   d. 
224,396  10    0 
228,807  12    9 
63,656     4    6 
107,828     6  10 
103,206  16    0 

£         M.    d, 
253,680  16    2 
278,502  16     0 
60,022  'l     1 
120,937  14     8 
120,259  11     9 

£       «.  d. 
367,417  16    0 
398,900    8    6 
82,016  12    0 
161,443    8  10 
131,334  18     6 

Obsrbvatioxs. 


'  Ships  now  expected  win  greatly  swell  the  items  of  imports  and  Customs, 
f  This  is  exclusive  uf  re-exported  articles,  and  the  vaiuations  are  very 


very  moderate:  in  roond  numbers  the 


lips  I 

,    .his  is  exclusive  uf  re-exported  i 
Exports  may  be  salti  to  be  over  400.0001. 

X  P^rt  of  the  increase  of  Customs  duties  is  owing  to  increase  of  duty  on  spirits,  wines,  and  some  other  items ; 
and  ad  valorem  on  the  other  hand  credit  should  be  given  for  some  articles  which  have  been  admitted  free; 
taking  the  balance  as  the  amount  accruing  from  increase  of  duties,  it  may  be  put  at  12,0»0£.  on  tiie  last  year. 

alt  will  be  ot)served  ttiat  for  some  time  until  better  seasons  returned,  and  measures  bore  fruit.  1  had  to  a 
t  extent  to  rely  on  the  surplus  I  found  in  the  chest  to  malce  Revenue  and  Expenditure  meet  To  have 
starved  the  Expenditure  at  that  time  would  have  been  to  have  damaged  the  future  progress  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
Legislative  Council  opposed  several  reductions  that  I  thought  might  have  been  effected. 

On  the  30th  September,  1874,  there  was  a  sum  of  36,616Z.  3^.  5d. 
(thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  three  shillings 
and  five  pence)  in  the  chest,  and  something  like  this  sum  will  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Legislature  at  their  meeting,  beyond  current  revenue. 

40.  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  commercial  state  of  the  Colony  is 
admittedly  sound,  and  I  am  informed  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
than  at  any  previous  period  of  its  existence.  Landed  property, 
especially  about  Perth,  has  lately  risen  immensely  in  value,  and  the 
rise  is,  I  hope,  spreading  and  will  reach  the  outlying  districts.  Perth 
has  lost  its  dilapidated  appearance,  and  neat  cottages  and  houses  are 
springing  up  in  all  directions,  and  the  same  progress  to  some  extent 
is  noticeable  in  Fremantle  and  elsewhere. 

41.  I  will  not  conclude  this  Report  without  recalling  the  success 
which  attended  the  eflForts  made  by  the  Government,  to  which  my 
private  secretary  Mr.  Henry  Weld  Blundell  largely  contributed,  to 
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Western      represent  the  products  of  Western  Australia  at  the  Sydney  Exhibition 
uBTRALiA.     ^£  jgyg  .   much  of  this  success  was  attributable  to  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  F.  P.  Bariee,  Colonial  Secretary,  then  representing  at  Sydney 
this  Colony  in  the  intercolonial  conference. 

In  that  conference,  the  first  to  which  a  representative  of  this 
Colony' was  admitted,  and  which  therefore  marked  an  epoch  in  its 
poUtical  existence,  Mr.  F.  P.  Bariee  took  a  prominent  part,  ably 
upheld  the  trust  I  placed  in  him,  and  received  a  most  marked  and 
cordial  reception  from  our  colonists  on  his  return. 

41.  I  have  further  to  express  my  obligations  to  that  officer  for  the 
assistance  he  has  ever  given  me;  were  it  not  for  his  fearless  and  loyal 
support,  for  the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  him  by  the  very  great 
majority  of  the  colonists,  and  for  his  fidelity  in  following  my  in- 
structions and  carrying  out  my  policy,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me,  under  a  form  of  government  most  difficult  to  work,  to  have 
carried  to  a  successful  issue  the  trust  that  has  been  imposed  upon  me, 
and  to  have  left  this  Colony  prosperous  and  self-reliant 

42.  Should  your  Lordship,  considerine  the  position  in^which  I  found 
Western  Australia,  the  reduction  of  Imperial  expenditure  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  effect,  the  failure  of  the  wheat  crop  for  four  suc- 
cessive seasons  and  consequent  depression,  the  inexperience  of  a  new 
Legislature,  the  absence  of  any  propositions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colony  from  the  opposition,  the  obstacles  thrown  at  first  in  the  way 
of  all  measures  wnich  have  eventuated  in  good, — should  you,  con- 
sidering these  things  and  the  present  state  of  the  Colony,  be  of 
opinion  that  the  administration  of  its  affairs  during  the  last  five  years 
has  not  been  unsatisfactory  or  unfruitful,  I  beg  that  you  will  award  a 
due  share  of  credit  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  wno,  as  my  mouthpiece  in 
the  Legislature,  has  carried  on  single  handed  all  parliamentary  business, 
and  also  to  those  gentlemen  who  are  now,  or  have  at  various  times 
been,  members  of  my  Executive  and  who  have  ever  united  to  support 
me ;  to  the  nominated  members  of  the  Le^slature  who  have  steadily 
voted  for  all  the  measures  which  have  led  to  the  present  progress  of 
the  Colony,  and  whose  merits  the  constituencies  have  fully  recognized 
by  electing  them  as  representatives  on  vacancies  in  every  case  where 
they  have  stood ;  to  the  elected  members,  who  every  session  have  given 
me  increased  support,  and  who,  forming  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature, 
had  it  in  their  power  entirely  to  have  reversed  my  policy ;  and  lastiy, 
to  the  people  of  Western  Australia,  who  on  each  election  have 
increased  my  strength,  on  whose  ultimate  good  sense,  I — knowing 
colonists,  myself  an  old  colonist — put  my  reliance,  a  reliance  which  has 
not  been  disappointed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Feed.  A.  Weld, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Governor. 

&c.     &c.     &C. 
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No.  1.  No.  1. 

Major-Greneral  Lbfroy,  R.A.,  C.B.,  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Governrnent  House,  Bermuda, 
My  Lord,  June  2,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1874,  and  to  offer  the  following 
observations  on  it 

Bevenue. 

1.  The  revenue  derived  from  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
on  the  great  bulk  of  the  miscellaneous  imports  of  the  Colony,  is  11 
per  cent,  greater  than  last  year ;  but  this  increase  is  more  than  made 
up  by  diminished  receipts  from  the  duty  on  intoxicating  beverages, 
due,  1  am  happy  to  believe,  in  great  measure  to  a  real  decrease  of 
their  consumption,  and  which  has  fallen  off  fourteen  per  cent. 
There  is  an  increase  to  a  small  amount  upon  several  items  of  casual 
revenue,  but  the  net  result  is  a  decrease  of  about  3  per  cent  in  the 
receipts  under  the  Supply  Act,  which,  with  a  current  expenditure, 
lately  a  little  in  excess  of  receipts,  threatens  future  embarrassment 
unless  the  Colony  will  submit  to  somewhat  heavier  taxation.  Many 
current  public  improvements  call  for  larger  appropriations.  Some 
important  works  have  been  too  long  postponed.  Public  duties  as 
vital  as  the  due  support  of  education  and  religion  imperfectly  per- 
formed, while  the  custom  tariff  is  exceptionally  low,  and  owing  to  the 
absence  of  local  burdens  the  total  incidence  of  taxation  very  light. 
It  averages  Sis.  6di  per  head  of  the  population.  It  is  to  be  observed 
in  this  Colony  no  favour  is  shown  to  those  involuntary  residents,  the 
officers  of  Her  Majesty's  forces ;  who  even  pay  duty  on  uniforms  and 
accoutrements,  as  well  as  on  the  wine  consumed  at  messes,  but  there 
is  little  hope  that  taxes  so  often  complained  of  will  be  removed 
while  the  present  low  tariff  is  maintained. 

The  total  revenue  derived  from  the  resources  of  the  Colony  in 
1874  amounted  to  25,426?.  Bs.  IcZ.,  and  the  receipts  from  all  sources 
to  36,945Z.  78.  lOd. 

2.  The  sum  of  8,506Z.,  contributed  by  H.M.  Government  to  the 
cost  of  construction  of  Long  Bird  Island  Causeway,  was  carried  to 
account  in  1874  as  a  receipt  in  aid  of  revenue,  and  the  whole 
amount,  together  with  a  further  sum,  making  on  the  whole  9,540/., 
applied  to  repayment  of  loans.  The  public  debt  of  the  Colony  is 
now  reduced  to  13,234?.,  almost  exactly  half  a  year's  revenue  as  de- 
rived from  the  resources  of  the  Colony,  and  of  this  amount  1,850?.  is 
due  from  the  Corporation  of  Hamilton.  It  includes  7,844?.  of 
Savings  Bank  deposits,  which  will  be  transferred  by  degrees  into  the 
hands  of  trustees  appointed  by  an  Act  of  the  last  Session. 

The  expenditure  for  1874  amounted  to  29,800?.  198.  9rf.,  and 
includes  nothing  unusual,  except  a  sum  of  2,071,  spent  in  completing 
the  new  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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3.  The  agricultural  exports  of  the  Colony  continue  to  exhibit  a 
remarkable  rate  of  increase.  They  have  doubled  in  value  in  five 
years,  and  there  is  no  present  appearance  of  the  supply  being  in 
permanent  excess  of  the  demand,  or  of  a  permanent  reduction  of 
price,  although  the  market  of  1875  has  been  a  very  bad  one  for 
various  reasons — partly  because  the  season  was  a  backward  one  in 
America,  and  the  market  was  stocked  too  early ;  partly  also  from 
general  depression  in  every  branch  of  business  in  New  York.  The 
following  Table  contains  the  declared  values  of  agricultural  exports, 
being  the  staple  produce  of  the  country,  for  the  last  ten  years : — 

Table  I. 


Other 

Arrowroot 

Ontons. 

PoUtoet. 

Tomatora. 

VegeUbles 
audFmito. 

ToUL 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1865-        - 

3,202 

6,298 

2,926 

480 

— 

12,906 

1866      -   . 

1,827 

6,359 

6,790 

2,232 

— 

17,208 

1867  - 

2,414 

6,145 

7,992 

1.962 

— 

18,513 

1868      -    . 

3,188 

17,052 

8,322 

2,493 

— 

31,055 

1869-        - 

1,866 

11,414 

5,794 

1,403 

— 

20,477 

1870      -    - 

414 

19,277 

9,254 

5.639 

— 

34.584 

1871-        - 

1,473 

20,678 

10,963 

13.718 

— 

46.832 

1872      -    - 

2.686 

31,760 

17.915 

12,169 

— 

64.530 

1873-        - 

1,763 

80,492 

19,626 

9,432 

96 

61.409 

1874      -    - 

507 

48,013 

19,569 

11.529 

107 

79.725 

4.  The  diminution  last  year  under  the  head  of  arrowroot  is  only 
apparent,  the  bulk  of  the  crop  not  having  been  exported  within  the 
year.  But  the  falling  off  of  this  once  famous  product  of  Bermuda 
is  real  and  important.  Arrowroot  requires  for  its  cultivation  here 
deep  soil  of  the  best  quality ;  and  for  many  years  past  a  belief  has 
gained  ground  that  in  such  soil  other  crops  are  more  profitable,  which 
is  only  partially  true,  as  they  are  liable  to  greater  fluctuations,  but  it 
is  in  consequence  to  some  extent  going  out  of  cultivation.  The  real 
excellence  of  Bermuda  arrowroot  is,  however,  incontestable.  It  still 
commands  in  the  London  market  double  the  price  of  any  other,  and 
the  large  quantity  of  arrowroot,  the  growth  of  West  Indian  Islands, 
which  is  passed  off  as  Bermudian,  is  the  best  homage  to  its  superiority. 
The  quantities  of  arrowroot  exported  and  the  values  declared  since 
1856,  when  the  former  begin  first  to  be  stated,  are  as  follows : — 

Table  II. — Abbowboot  Exfobted. 


Year. 

Quantity.        ^i^' 

1 

i              Year. 

Qamilij. 

Declared 
Value. 

•  1             (             t             1 

1             1             •             I             • 

•  1      1      I      1      1      t      1      1      • 

Ibt.                   £ 

76,656        8,786 

101,043         6,287 

102,889         5,450 

48,980         2,852 

90.141         4,130 

105.411         4.292 

42,717         1.716 

46,172         2,408 

69,384         3,466 

53,032         3,202 

1866  -        - 

1867  .        -    - 
1868 

1869  -        -    . 

1870  .        - 

1871  -        .   . 
1872 

1873  -        -    - 

1874  -        - 

i 

lbs.                 £ 
36.559         1,827 
52,976    '    2.414 
62,796     '    3.188 
45.100         1.866 
7.484            414 
32,940         1,473 
34,445         2,186 
39.573     ;     1.763 
11,608     1        507 

Average  - 

73,642                       1 

32,348 
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Thus  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  arrowroot  grown  for  the  last  nine  Bermtdi. 
years  has  been  less  than  half  of  the  quantity  grown  in  the  previous 
ten  years,  a  neglect  of  a  product  for  which  the  climate  and  soil  of 
Bermuda  appear  to  be  peculiarly  adapted,  which  can  hardly  fail  to  be 
injurious  to  its  interests.  The  largest  quantity  of  which  I  find  any 
record  is  199,890  lbs.  in  1843. 

5.  Although  the  crops  in  Bermuda  do  not  appear  to  be  affected  by 
a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  rain  in  so  great  a  degree  as  the  cane 
crops  of  the  West  Indies,  or  the  grain  crops  of  other  countries,  the 
singularly  dry  and  porous  nature  of  the  soil  makes  the  vegetation  of 
the  Island  generally  very  much  dependent  upon  a  continuous  supply 
of  water  from  the  heavens,  and  it  may  be  here  noted  that  the  largest 
quantity  recorded  in  any  month  for  forty  years  fell  in  Octob^,  1874, 
namely,  16*4  inches,  A  somewhat  larger  quantity  fell  in  October, 
1837  (17 '2  inches),  but  there  is  no  other  instance  of  recorded  rain- 
fall in  Bermuda  in  any  one  month  exceeding  14*3  inches.  The 
quantity  in  August  was  aUo  excessive,  amounting  at  one  station  to 
13  •  6  inches,  which  is  without  a  precedent  in  that  month.  The  con- 
sequence was  great  luxuriance  of  vegetation  and  an  abundant  crop  of 
oranges  and  lemons,  but  no  perceptible  influence  on  the  succeeding 
croDs ;  nor  was  public  health  apparently  affected. 

6.  The  Act  of  1869  to  regulate  and  readjust  the  public  grants  in 
aid  of  ministers  of  religion  came  into  operation  on  tne  1st  January, 
1874.  By  this  Act  the  various  Christian  churches  and  denominations 
then  extant  in  these  Islands  were  to  receive  out  of  the  Public  Treasury 
^ants  in  aid  of  their  religious  worship  and  teaching,  at  the  rate  of 
lOZ.  a  year  for  every  one  hundred  persons  in  professed  connection  or 
communion  with  them,  as  determined  by  the  last  preceding  decennial 
census,  with  a  reservation,  however,  in  favour  of  then  incumbents, 
whose  incomes  were  not  to  be  reduced.  The  Act  failed  to  provide 
that  children  of  tender  age  should  be  reckoned  of  the  same  religion 
as  their  parents,  and  in  numerous  instances  parents  of  the  humbler 
clajss,  while  adhering  for  themselves  to  the  church  or  denomination 
they  have  been  brought  up  in,  have  obliged  some  rival  pastor,  by  per- 
mitting one  or  more  children  to  be  counted  to  his  flock.  The  proportion 
falling  to  the  Church  of  England,  which  is  slightly  in  excess  of  its  pre- 
vious receipts,  is  administered  by  a  central  vestry.  No  diflBculty  has 
hitherto  attended  this  arrangement,  although  it  may  be  feared  that  it 
will  introduce  a  disturbing  element  in  the  enumeration  of  the  next  census. 

Three  religious  denominations  have  made  their  appearance  in 
Bermuda  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and,  in  the  case  of  one  of 
them  at  least,  in  consequence  of  it ;  the  other  two  proceed,  I  believe, 
from  passing  phases  of  reli^ous  dissension,  and  may  not  be  per- 
petuated. 

Education. 

7.  I  am  unable  to  report  any  improvement  in  the  extension  of 
education  to  that  large  proportion  of  the  population  which  stands  in 
need  of  public  assistance.  The  number  of  children  nominally  attend- 
ing common  schools  was  8  per  cent  less  in  1874  than  in  18/3.  The 
number  actually  attending  was  10  per  cent,  less,  while  the  proportion 
of  those  M'hose  parents  pay  nothing,  and  in  fact,  under  the  actual 
system,  must  be  neld  to  defraud  the  teachers  of  thoir  fet*s,  has  slightly 
increased.     It  is  nearly  onc-iifth  of  the  whole  (19  per  cent ).     'i'ho 
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Bermuda,  education  pven  is  as  meagre  as  can  be  ima^ned.  There  are  397 
children  returned  as  over  ten  years  of  age,  wmle  the  number  of  those 
returned  as  able  to  read  the  JBibie  fluently,  and  to  be  learninj^  com- 
pound rules  of  arithmetic,  is  only  158.  The  number  to  whom  English 
grammar  is  taught  is  only  235,  and  the  number  to  whom  geography 
is  taught  is  oniy  274.  The  children  here  referred  to  are  chiefly 
of  the  coloured  race.  Out  of  an  average  of  848  names  only  about 
42  per  cent,  of  the  whole  are  girls,  who  are  not  taught  needle- 
work, except  in  one  or  two  instances  where  private  benevolence  has 
stepped  in.  The  remuneration  of  the  teachers  is  inadequate,  and  con- 
seouently  the  qualifications  of  many  of  them  are  of  a  very  low  order. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  ages  of  the  children  on 
the  school  registers  in  1874,  about  one-tenth  of  whom,  as  before 
remarked,  were  absent  for  a  whole  quarter  at  a  time : — 

Table  III. 


1874. 

On  the  school  registers  -  -  -  - 
Aged  5  to  8 

„     8  to  10 

„   10  to  12 

„   12toU 

over  14      -       -        -       -       -  - 

Elementary  class 

Able  to  read  three  syllable  words,  and^ 

learning  simple  arithmetic  .  -  -  -) 
Able  to  read  the  Bible,  and  learning  com-l 

pound  arithmetio        -       -        -        -j 

More  advanced  -       -       -       -       -   - 

Pupils  paying  about  Is,  a  week 

„  „      less  than  fuU  rates       -   • 

„      not  paying  at  all         ... 


Boys. 

Girls. 

477 

371 

139 

106 

IS3 

78 

89 

68 

75 

67 

44 

55 

138 

107 

99 

87 

61 

59 

20 

18 

244 

200 

152 

86 

81 

65 

The  following  Table  shows  the  remuneration  of  the  teachers,  as 
made  up  of  fees  paid  by  the  children  and  allowances  from  the  public 
grant    The  schools  being  private  ones,  I  omit  the  names : — 

Table  IV. 


1874. 

RecdptelTom 
PubUc  Grant. 

Total. 

Tether. 

t    i.     d 

£     «.      d. 

£     i.     d. 

1 

54    2    0 

54  13    9 

108  15    9 

Male,  coloured 

2 

41  17    9 

44    5    0 

86    2    9 

Ditto 

3 

35    8    6 

40    4  10 

75  13    4 

Ditto 

4 

28    2    2 

34    5    8 

62    7  10 

Ditto 

5 

23    0    3 

22  15    4 

45  15    7 

Male,  white 

6 

15  13    7 

27    6    9 

43    0    4 

Female,  coloured 

7 

19  11    9 

20  18    8 

40  10    5 

Male,  coloured 

8 

14  16    0 

25    8    9 

40    4    9 

Female,  white 

9 

15  16    9 

22    8    8 

38    0    5 

Ditto 

10* 

19  14    1 

17    2    5 

36  16    6 

Male,  white 

11 

11  15  11 

21  10  10 

33    6    9 

Female,  coloured 

12 

10  15    0 

22    8    0 

33    3    0 

Female,  white 

13 

10  16    6 

20  19  11 

31    6    5 

Female,  coloured 

14 

5  17    6 

25    4    6 

31    2    0 

Male,  coloured 

15 

9  13    2 

20    0    3 

29  13    5 

Female,  coloured 

16 

5    5    0 

16    4    2 

21    9    2 

Ditto 

17 

6    3    8 

14    2    8 

20    6    4 

Female,  white 

18 

1  18    0 

15  12  10 

17  10  10 

Ditto 

This  toiwol  was  only  open  tbiw  qiurteza    For  tlie  itke  of  compAritou  tint  reoeipl«  are  Increaai-d  l^ 
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There  are  numerous  other  little  schools,  frequented  by  a  somewhat 
hi^h  class  of  white  children,  and  not  under  the  rules  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  where  the  remuneration  of  the  teacher  comes  to  less  than 
the  lowest  of  these  totals.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  are  con- 
ducted under  the  most  dreary  and  discouraging  conditions,  and 
almost  destitute  of  every  necessary  appliance.  St.  David's  Island, 
with  its  population  of  about  500,  has  had  no  school  for  a  year. 

8.  Neither  of  the  two  bodies  of  trustees  (white  and  coloured),  ap- 

E minted  under  an  Act  of  1870  to  administer  the  endowment  of  the 
evonshire  College,  has  as  yet  provided  a  building  in  which  to  carry 
on  a  Grammar  School.  But  one  of  them  has  secured  a  site ;  and 
there  is  a  small  sum  of  money,  raised  about  1851  by  the  benevolent 
exertions  of  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Dowding,  with  a  view  to  the  revival  of 
Bishop  Berkeley's  project,  still  in  the  hands  of  trustees  in  England, 
which  will  eventually,  I  trust,  find  its  way  to  Bermuda,  in  aid  of 
these  schools. 

9.  The  Report  of  the  Reristrar-General  of  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages,  transmitted  herewitb,  establishes  among  others  the  follow- 
ing facts : — 

(1)  A  lower  death-rate  in  both  the  white  and  the  coloured  popula- 
tion of  Bermuda  for  1874  than  the  average  in  England,  it  was : 
White,  20-39  per  1,000  souls;  coloured,  22-12  per  1,000  souls. 
The  average  for  England  I  take  to  be  22-4  per.  1,000. 

The  total  deaths  were ; — 


BERUtDA. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


White     .        -        -    83        -        77        .        160 
Coloured     -        -    -    92        -        88        -        180 

(2)  A  very  remarkable  number  of  persons  attaining  very  advanced 
ages.    For  example : — 

SOyeare     - 

S  :  ■.: 

95  „        -       - 

96  „            -   - 

WhUe. 

OolonrecL 

* 

iUla. 

FetDAle. 

Hale. 

Female. 

1 

2 
2 
4 
2 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

This  in  a  population  estimated  at  only  5,003  whites,  and  8,134 
coloured,  b  a  proportion  not  exceeded  in  the  most  healthy  countries. 
(3)  A  general  absence  of  febrile  or  zymotic  disease,  only  18  cases 
out  of  340  deaths  being  recorded ;  but  a  prevalence  of  diseases  of 
the  digestive  system,  to  which  82  deaths  are  attributed,  or  of  the 
nervous  system,  which  is  charged  with  60.  I  fear  that  the  Registrar- 
General  IS  right  in  connecting  this  with  the  large  consumption  of 
ardent  spirits,  which  appears  to  have  amounted  to  about  51,673 
gallons.  It  is  not  easy  to  determine  what  proportion  of  this  quantity 
is  consumed  by  the  army  and  navy,  but  the  military  canteens  only 
imported  5,200  gallons  of  it.     If  we  add  to  the  adult  civil  male 
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Bebmuda.  population,  as  in  my  Report  for  1871,  an  average  of  870  seamen  and 
marines,  the  number  of  the  troops  and  the  dockyard  establishment, 
we  have  an  average  consumption  of  7*71  gallons  for  each  adult  male 
person. 

Consumption  of  ardent  spirits  is  not  absolutely  confined  to  adult 
persons,  or  to  the  male  sex,  but  this  appears  less  deceptive  than 
including  women  and  children  in  the  divisor. 

(4)  A  small  proportion  of  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with 
most  colonies  in  which  slavery  existed.    The  numbers  are  : — 

White  children  bom  out  of  wedlock,  12,  being  5 '42  per  cent,  of 
the  whole. 

Coloured  children,  68,  being  22*74  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

Still-born  children  are  here  included.  These  numbered  6  white 
and  20  coloured,  but  they  are  not  counted  in  the  840  deaths. 

The  living  births  were : — 

Male  Femal&  Total. 


White - 
Coloured  - 


118 
142 


97 
137 


215 
279 


10.  The  number  of  vessels  taken  on  the  marine  slip  at  St.  George's 
for  repairs  in  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1874,  was  as  follows  : — 

British 15 

American 3 

Italian       -        -        -        -        -  2 

Austrian 1 

21 

Their  total  tonnage  6,200  tons.  Three  of  the  number  were  small 
steamers,  one  of  taem  belonging  to  the  Boyal  Engineer  Department 
Six  of  the  number,  amounting  to  757  tons,  were  owned  in  Bermuda. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        J.  H.  Lbproy. 

&c.      &c,       &c. 


Taiiamap. 


\u.  2. 


BAHAMAS. 


No.  2. 

Governor  Robinson  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Government  House,  Nassau, 
My  Lord,  April  9,  1875. 

I  UAYE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
the  Bahamas  for  the  year  1874,  and  my  Report  thereon. 

Finance. 

2.  My  predecessor,  in  his  Blue  Book  Report  for  1873,  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  financial  measures  passed  by  the  Assembly  in  1872, 
had  restored  the  sound  financial  condition  of  the  Colony,  and  that 
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1871    - 

42,729 

1872    - 

37,574 

•1873    - 

-        44,043 

*1874    - 

-        35,034 
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that  body  would  not  be  again  embarrassed  by  finding  the  annual     Bahamas. 
expenditure  in  excess  of  the  annual  revenue. 

3.  These  expectations  have,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  been  realized, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  Eetum  of  Revenue  and  Expendi- 
ture for  the  last  four  years : — 

Eo^fendUure. 
£ 
41,882 
38,836 
42,737 
36,627 

And  not  only  was  the  revenue  of  the  past  year  insufficient  to  meet 
the  current  expenditure,  as  is  shown  m  the  preceding  Table,  but 
there  were  outstanding  debts  in  addition,  to  the  amount  of  1,608Z. 
due  on  warrants,  as  well  as  the  balance  of  amounts  voted  by  the 
Assembly  for  the  service  of  1874,  for  which  provision  has  to  be 
made  this  year. 

4.  In  fact,  the  amount  which  will  be  required  to  equalize  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  the  year  1875,  supposing  the  average  for  the 
past  five  years  is  maintained,  is  no  less  a  sum  than  5,294Z.,  an  amount 
which  is  equal  to  an  eighth  of  the  total  average  revenue. 

5.  It  was  also  anticipated  that  a  sum  of  about  2,0007.  would  be 
realized  immediately  by  the  increased  duties  levied  on  wine,  spirits, 
and  tobacco  ;  but  the  total  excess  over  last  year's  revenue  from  that 
source  was  less  than  4007. 

6.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  in  which  to  test  the  actual 
increase  which  these  additional  duties  will  bring  to  the  revenue,  and 
as  a  large  quantity  of  spirits  was  cleared  from  the  Custom  House 
when  it  was  known  that  increased  duties  were  about  to  be  levied,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  wiser  to  delay,  for  a  year  at  least, 
the  reduction  of  taxation,  which  was  assented  to  in  consideration  of 
this  anticipated  increase,  within  the  year,  of  the  revenue  from 
spirit  duties. 

7.  To  meet  the  serious  deficiency  in  the  revenue  which  has  arisen 
from  this  overestimate,  as  well  as  from  the  great  and  general  depres- 
sion of  trade  throughout  the  Colony,  I  have  been  obliged  to  recom- 
mend additional  taxation,  viz. : — 

A.  The  imposition  of  stamps  upon  cheques  drawn  upon  the  public 
bank  at  the  following  rates : — 

Id,  on  cheques  for  sums  under  251. 
2d,  on  cheques  above  25Z.  and  under  50?. 
3d.  on  cheques  above  501.  and  under  1001. 
4d.  on  all  cheques  above  100?. 

8.  I  should  have  been  glad  if  this  duty  could  have  been  extended 
to  receipts,  bills  of  lading,  &c.,  as  it  is  a  legitimate  tax,  costs 
nothing  to  collect,  and  has,  although  opposed  at  the  outset,  been 
fruitful  of  such  good  results  in  Hong  Kong,  the  Straits  Settlements, 
and  other  large  Colonies;   but  I  did  not  think  that   the   present 


♦  Exclusive  of  loans,  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  PAPERS  BBLATINQ   TO 

Bahamas.      House  of  Assembly  would  adopt  such  a  recommendation,  and  there- 
fore the  duty  was  limited  to  cheques. 

9.  No  valid  objection  can  possibly  be  urged  against  its  imposition 
on  cheques  in  this  Colony,  as  the  entire  cost  of  the  bank  is  levied  on 
the  general  public,  and  those  persons  who  are  depositors  have  hitherto 
contributed  no  more  to  the  support  of  the  institution,  which  is  of  the 
greatest  convenience  to  them,  than  the  poorest  tax-paj^er  who  lives 
from  hand  to  mouth. 

B.  The  levying  of  Harbour  Light  dues  at  the  rate  of  Sd,  per  ton 
on  all  vessels  (vfith  certain  recognized  exceptions)  arriving  at  the 
port  of  Nassau  from  ports  without  the  limits  of  the  Colony. 

C.  The  reimposition  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all  import  duties 
leviable  and  payable  at  the  different  revenue  oflSces  of  the  Colony. 

10.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1873  my  predecessor  reduced 
thpse  duties  from  25  to  15  per  cent.  They  are  now  about  to  be 
restored  to  the  figure  at  which  they  originally  stood,  pending  a 
revision  of  the  existing  tariff,  which  is  most  necessary. 

11.  It  is,  I  believe,  admitted  that  the  general  consumer  is  not 
likely  to  benefit  much  by  a  reduction  of  these  duties  from  25  to 
15  per  cent,  and  therefore  the  reimposition  of  the  10  per  cent,  will 
not  greatly  affect  the  community  at  large. 

12.  I  have  also  requested  the  House  of  Assembly  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  revision  of  the  spirit  licences,  in  the  hope  that  illicit 
dealing  in  liquors  may  be  suppressed,  and  some  tangible  benefit  may 
accrue  to  the  revenue  from  a  consolidation  and  amendment  of  the 
liquor  laws. 

13.  A  Committee  of  the  House  is  now  considering  the  matter,  and 
I  have  called  their  particular  attention  to  the  question  of  granting 
commutation  allowances  to  the  troops  in  lieu  of  the  present  exemp- 
tioli  from  duties  of  articles  consumed  by  them ;  any  change  in  this 
direction  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  beneficial,  and  not  only  so  on 
financial  grounds :  I  am  sanguine  that  the  object  I  have  in  view  will 
be  attained. 

14.  Although  the  House  of  Assembly  is  naturally  avers6  to 
taxation,  especially  to  anything  in  the  nature  of  direct  taxation,  I 
am  convinced  by  the  harmonious  working  of  that  body  during  the 
present  session,  and  by  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  enter- 
tained my  suggestions,  that  they  are  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
placing  the  revenue  on  a  more  stable  footing  for  the  future,  and  that 
they  also  recognize  the  duty  of  making  adequate  and  regular  pro- 
vision for  all  branches  of  the  public  service. 

Trade. 

15.  The  trade  of  the  Colony  has  been  much  depressed  throughout 
the  year,  and  one  or  two  failures  of  firms  of  some  standing  have 
recently  occurred. 

16.  The  deficiency,  however,  of  the  transactions  of  last  year  was 
anticipated  by  many.  The  stock  of  goods  on  hand  in  1873  was 
very  large,  and  consequently  the  importations  during  1874  were 
small  and  considerably  below  the  average. 

17.  The  value  of  the  imports  in   1874  was   183,993/.,  and  the 
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value  of  exports  130,2902.,  which,  compared  with  the  value  of  imports      Bahamas. 

and  exports  for  1873,  226,306/.  and  156,6132.  respectively,  shows  a         

decrease  of  no  less  a  sum  than  42,313/.  on  imports,  and  26,323/.  on 
exports. 

Pine  Apple  Trade, 

18.  The  total  number  of  pine  apples  exported  to  the  United  States 
and  England  in  1874  was  512,442  dozen,  valued  at  48,534/. 

19.  The  pine  apple  manuiactory  at  Nassau,  which  two  years  ago 
employed  between  400  and  500  hands,  was  closed  in  1873,  and 
many  persons  were  in  consequence  thrown  out  of  employment.  The 
value  of  the  pine  apples  exported  whole  or  preserved,  in  1873,  was 
53,497/. 

20.  The  cultivation  of  the  fruit  is  still  extending  both  in  New 
Providence  and  the  out-islands,  but  being  of  a  perishable  nature  con- 
siderable risk  is  always  incurred  by  the  shipper  of  pine  apples. 

21.  It  frequently  happens  also  that  in  consequence  of  there  being 
insufficient  means  at  hand  of  conveying  the  fruit  when  ripe  to  the 
American  or  English  markets,  it  deteriorates  greatly  in  value  before 
it  is  shipped. 

Sponffe  Trade. 

22.  This  trade  is  still  far  from  prosperous,  though  it  is  in  rather  a 
healthier  state  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

23.  The  sponges  in  the  waters  of  the  Colony  are  not  numerous, 
and  many  of  them  are  hardly  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  of  fish- 
ing for.  The  supply  therefore  must  be  looked  for  from  those  banks 
which  adjoin  the  coasts  of  Cuba.  Since  the  Cuban  insurrection  the 
reefs  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  bearing  sponge  have  not  been  accessible 
to  the  Bahamas  sponging  vessels. 

24.  In  a  despatch  written  to  your  Lordship  at  the  commencement 
of  this  year  I  brought  this  important  matter  to  the  notice  of  your 
department,  in  the  nope  that  the  Spanish  authorities  might,  by  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  be  induced  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  reopen  a  trade  which  is  of  such  value  to 
this  community,  and  thus  restore  it  in  all  respects  to  its  former 
condition. 

25.  In  1872  the  weight  and  value  of  sponge  exported  was  2,790 
cwt.,  of  the  value  of  18,831/.  In  1873  it  was  6,084  cwt.,  of  the 
value  of  32,938/.,  and  in  1874,  2,472  cwt,  of  the  value  of  15,554/. 

26.  I  am  informed  that  the  sponge  merchants  are  hardly  able  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  them. 

Cave  Earth  or  Ouano. 

27.  The  trade  in  this  deposit,  which  is  found  in  caves  on  the  sea- 
shore or  inland  throughout  these  islands,  is  materially  increasing,  and 
large  vessels  are  constantly  arriving  in  ballast  for  this  valuable  ferti- 
lizer, which  is  sold  in  the  American  markets  at  prices  varying  from 
$35  to  $60  per  ton.  I  consider  it  a  misfortune  for  the  Colony  that  a 
monopoly  for  seven  years  in  this  valuable  deposit  was  granted  to  an 
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Bahamas.  American  firm,  on  payment  of  1007.  a  year  and  2$.  per  ton  royalty, 
""^J  a  price  which  is  ridiculously  small  when  the  value  obtained  in  the 
United  States  is  remembered.  When  that  monopoly  was  granted, 
however,  the  value  of  cave  earth  was  not  known.  The  trade  has 
certainly  been  the  means  of  putting  rather  more  money  into  circula- 
tion, and  thus  it  indirectly  benefits  to  a  small  extent  the  Colonial 
revenue.  The  benefit  would  probably  be  greater  if  it  was  not  the 
practice  to  pay  a  large  proportion  of  the  wages  in  kind,  i.  e.  in  that 
class  of  food  consumed  oy  the  natives  which  is  not  liable  to  import 
duties.  1  am  myself  of  opinion,  and  my  opinion  is  shared  by  several 
members  of  my  Council,  that  it  would  be  wise  to  impose  a  small 
export  duty  on  this  valuable  matter,  which  is  being  taken  away  in 
great  quantities  from  these  islands. 

28.  It  is  roughly  calculated  that  there  are  at  least  200,000  tons  of 
this  deposit  in  the  Bahamas ;  there  may  be  double  that  quantity,  and  as 
30,000  tons  are  exported  annually,  a  auty  of  2$.  per  ton  (which  would 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  be  felt)  would  yield  a  revenue  of  3,000/.  per 
annum,  which  1  think  the  Legislature  would  be  wise  to  secure  for  the 
benefit  of  the  revenue.  It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  the  native 
farmers  who  can  obtain  this  valuable  fertilizer  at  a  nominal  price  of 
*3  or  $4  per  ton  have  not  yet  realized  the  benefit  which  would 
doubtless  accrue  to  them  by  an  extensive  use  of  it  on  their  own  land. 
It  is  my  intention  to  make  an  effort  to  put  an  export  duty  on  this 
article  at  an  early  date. 

8 alt  Trade. 

29.  The  trade  in  salt  is  still  nearly  paralyzed  by  the  high  impost 
duty  levied  in  the  United  States,  and  the  prospects  of  the  leasees  of 
the  ponds  has  for  some  time  been  very  discouraging. 

30.  Some  years  ago,  large  quantities  of  Bahama  salt  were  exported 
to  the  United  States,  but  the  prohibitory  duties  imposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment have  had  the  effect  of  almost  entirely  excluding  salt  of 
Bahama  manufacture  from  thut  market  In  1853  the  duty  on  salt 
averaged  1^  cent  per  bushel.  In  1865  the  amount  was  increased  to 
12  cents,  which  is  about  200  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article. 
Since  then  the  duty  has  been  lowered  to  5^  cents,  which  is  equal  to 
about  100  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

31.  It  may,  I  think,  be  reasonably  expected  that  if  the  political 
changes,  which  seem  imminent  in  the  United  States,  come  about,  this 
duty  may  be  materially  lessened  or  perhaps  abolished. 

32.  On  the  24th  December  last,  a  vessel  arrived  at  Inagua  and 
took  on  board  a  cargo  of  fine  salt  for  conveyance  to  Jersey,  from 
whence  it  was  to  be  transhipped  to  Canada  on  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion in  the  spring.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  shipment  of 
salt  from  the  Colony  to  the  Channel  Islands,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
future  and  active  trade  may  result  from  it 

33.  I  should  also  mention  that  in  addition  to  possible  changes  in 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  which  might  affect  this  trade, 
there  is  a  prospect  of  regular  communication  being  opened  between 
Montreal  and  this  port,  and  if  this  connection  is  esti*blished,  and  the 
new  regulations  I  have  proposed  are  adopted  by  your  Lotdship,  a 
fresh  stimulus  will  most  probably  be  given  to  tliis  important  branch 
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of  industry,  which  has  been  in  a  languishing  condition  for  so  many      Bahamas. 
years  past. 

34.  The  value  of  Bahama  salt  exported  in  1874  was  6,1847. 
gainst  11,080/.  in  1873. 

Oranges. 

35.  During  the  past  year  3,144,000  oranges  were  exported,  valued 
at  5,474Z.,  being  1,652^.  more  than  the  value  of  oranges  exported  in 
1873.  Of  bananas,  12,327  bunches,  valued  at  673/,.  and  about  658/. 
worth  of  grape  fruit,  shaddocks,  lemons,  limes,  &c. 

The  Crown  Fund. 

36.  During  the  year  1874  the  expenditure  of  this  fund  was  within 
the  revenue,  although  the  receipts  were  considerably  less  than  was 
anticipated. 

37.  The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1874  were  as  follows: 
Revenue,  1,256/.  lis.  lOd. ;  expenditure,  1,073/.  12«.  Id. 

The  Crown  Lands. 

38.  Acting  on  a  general  authority  which  was  given  to  me  by  your 
Lordship,  I  have  reduced  the  upset  price  of  Crown  lands  from  the 
amount  at  which  it  formerly  stood,  viz.  10«.  an  acre,  to  5*.;  and  this 
reduction  dates  from  the  1st  January,  1875. 

39.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  effect  will  be  to  bring  more  land  into 
cultivation,  and  that  the  purchasers  will  thus  have  additional  oppor- 
tunities afforded  to  them  of  raising  produce  for  consumption  within 
the  Colony  as  well  as  for  export. 

40.  I  shall  carefully  watcn  and  report  to  your  Lordship  from  time 
to  time  the  result  of  this  reduction. 

41.  The  amount  of  Crown  land  sold  in  1874  was  1,791  acres,  and 
the  amount  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  243  acres.  The 
total  value  of  that  sold  in  1874  was  1,359/.  Is.,  and  of  that  in  the 
first  Quarter  of  the  present  year,  83/.  48.  bd.  At  the  date  of  this  last 
sale  tne  reduction  in  price  was  only  known  in  Nassau. 

Telegraphic  Communication. 

42.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  connection  by  wire  of  this 
Colony  with  Florida  would  be  of  great  commercial  advantage,  and  it 
would  also,  as  pointed  out  by  my  predecessor  in  his  Blue  liook  Report 
for  1873,  be  of  indirect  advantage  to  the  Imperial  Government.  1 
need  only  therefore  repeat  that  the  Colony,  which  is  prepared  to  spend 
2,000/.  a  year  on  this  project,  cannot  unaided  carry  it  out,  and  that  a 
lasting  debt  of  gratitude  would  be  imposed  upon  the  community  if  the 
Home  Government  would  assist  in  the  establishment  of  telegraphic 
communication  between  Nassau  and  the  neighbouring  continent.    ^ 

Legislation. 

43.  The  two  principal  Government  Acts  which  have  been  passed 
during  the  present  sesSion  are :  Firstly,  one  for  the  appropriation  of 
certain  casual  revenues  of  the  Crown.  By  this  Act,  which  I  have 
reserved,  Her  Majesty  vests  in  the  Assembly  the  right  of  controlling. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  PAPSBS  RELATING  TO 

^^^^"^^  to  a  great  extent,  the  appropriation  of  funds  heretofore  exclusively 
managed  by  Her  Majesty  and  her  representative  in  the  Colony. 
This  hberal  concession  is  highly  appreciated. 

44.  Secondly,  an  Act  making  predial  larceny  a  felony  punishable 
in  respect  of  nrst  offences  by  summary  proceedings  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  with  power  to  the  justice  of  imposing  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  tnree  months,  and  in 
case  of  second  or  subsequent  offences  by  prosecution  in  the  Supreme 
Criminal  Court. 

45.  My  attention  was  directed,  immediately  on  my  arrival  in  the 
Colony,  to  the  increasing  amount  of  predial  larceny,  both  here  and 
in  the  outrislands ;  and  regarding  that  crime  as  a  cruel  hindrance  to 
the  industry  of  the  small  and  honest  planter,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
submit  to  the  Legislature  a  measure  more  severe  in  its  provisions 

*  than  that  which  has  hitherto  been  in  force ;  feeling  certain  that  it 

would  have  a  deterrent  and  beneficial  effect 

46.  An  Act  has  also  been  passed  abolishing  the  Ecclesiastical 
Acts  6  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  12,  and  24  Vict.,  cap.  19,  which  enabled  the 
Bishop  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  clergy  in  the  Bahamas. 

47.  A  Bill  to  empower  the  Lord  Bishop,  the  clergy,  and  the  laity 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Bahamas  to  hold  synods  and  for 
other  purposes  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  I 
have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  secure  an  acceptable  settlement  of 
the  questions  which  have  arisen  out  of  the  discussions  on  its  pro- 
visions, and  I  hope  that  the  Bill  with  the  amendments  passea  in 
Council  may  become  law.  I  consider  that  the  House  of  Assembly  is 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  liberal  and  impartial  views  which  they 
have  adopted  in  regard  to  the  provisions  and  scope  of  this  Bill. 

HospiiaU. 

.  48.  The  New  Providence  Asylum,  including  the  Civil  Hospital, 
Workhouse  and  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  Leper  Hospital  is,  as  stated 
by  my  predecessor,  under  the  direct  control  of  three  Commissioners 
selected  by  the  Governor.  The  buildings  are  well  situated,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  their  construction  is  suitable  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  used. 

49.  The  cost  of  maintenance  in  1873  was  2,570Z.,  and  in  1874 
2,226/.  I  am  not  myself  satisfied  with  the  system  of  poor  relief  in 
force  in  this  Colony,  and  I  have  appointed  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  and  to  report  fully  upon  these  several  institutions.  I 
have  also  caused  a  Bill  to  be  prepared  making  prospective  arrange- 
ments for  the  abolition  of  the  offices  of  paid  superintendent  and 
physician,  and  providing  that  when  an  opportunity  offers,  these 
several  institutions  should  be  placed  under  tne  charge  of  a  medical 
superintendent 

50.  The  daily  average  of  .patients  in  the  hospital  during  the  year 
has  been  68 ;  the  number  of  cases  treated,  244 ;  the  number  of 
deaths,  74.  The  daily  average  number  of  lunatics  has  been  22 ;  of 
whom  36  have  been  cured  within  the  year,  6  have  died,  and  7  have 
been  discharged.  The  daily  average  number  of  lepers  has  been  6, 
and  there  has  been  1  death. 
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51*  The  number  of  prisoners  in  custody  on  the  evening  of  December 
31,  1873,  was  63 ;  of  whom  53  were  males  and  10  were  females. 

52.  The  number  of  commitments  during  1874  was  greater  by  43 
than  that  for  1873,  being  344  and  301  respectively,  but  owing  to  the 
trivial  nature  of  the  offences  committed  during  1874  and  the  short 
sentences  imposed,  the  daily  average  number  during  last  year  was  less 
than  the  daily  average  for  1873. 

53.  The  following  return  for  five  years  shows  a  steady  and  very 
satisfactory  decrease  in  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in 
confinement : —  * 

Years.  Daily  Ayenage. 

1870 97" 

1871 92 

1872 88 

1873 72 

1874 67 

54.  The  expenditure  of  the  establishment,  including  tl^e  salaries  of 
the  keeper,  chaplain,  and  all  its  subordinate  officers,  amounted  in  1874 
to  1991/.  128.  5d. 

65.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and 
the  customary  good  order  and  discipline  of  the  establishment  have 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year  without  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  undue  severity. 

Crime. 

56.  The  state  of  crime  in  the  Colony,  as  shown  by  the  criminal 
proceedings  in  the  General  Court  in  1874,  is  not  on  the  increase,  either 
as  to  the  number  or  character  of  the  offences  brought  for  trial- 

57.  Although  two  charges  of  murder  and  several  cases  of  arson 
appear  in  the  list,  it  may  be  observed  that  one  charge  of  murder  was 

E roved  to  be  groundless,  and  in  regard  to  the  other,  although  death 
ad  .been  caused  by  an  act  of  brutal  violence,  there  was  no  evidence 
of  premeditation  and  a  (K)nviction  of  manslaughter  alone  took  place. 
Although  this  conviction  took  place  in  1874,  and  must  consequently  be 
noted  in  the  returns  for  that  year,  the  offence  actually  occurred 
in  1873. 

58.  The  charges  of  arson  were  three  in  number  ;  in  two  of  which 
the  evidence  was  so  totally  insufficient  that  the  parties  were  not  placed 
on  their  trial ;  whilst  in  the  third,  at  the  close  of  the  case  for  the 
Crown,  an  immediate  acquittal  took  place. 

59.  Outside  the  above  charges,  the  criminal  cases  for  the  year  were 
confined  prindpally  to  minor  felonies  and  misdemeanours  ibr  unlaw- 
fully wounding. 

General  BemarTcs. 

60.  Notwithstanding  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  which  prevailed  in 
the  early  part  of  last  year,  the  general  health  of  the  Colony  has  been 
good,  and  the  mortality  returns  will  compare  favourably  with  those 
of  the  m*incipal  cities  in  England. 

61.  The  people  of  all  elates  have  been  quiet  and  orderly,  and  the 
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Bahamas.  '   criminal  statistics  of  the  Bahamas  will  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  those  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions. 

62.  From  a  financial  point  of  view,  last  year  was  an  exceptionally 
bad  one,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  when  the  history  of  the 
present  one  is  recorded  it  will  be  of  a  more  cheerful  and  encouraging 
character. 

63.  Since  my  arrival  in  this  Colony  I  have  received  valuable  aid 
and  cordial  support  from  the  small  but  efficient  staff  of  public  officers, 
and  my  Executive  Council  have  always  been  ready  to  further  any 
measure  which  I  have  proposed  to  them,  and  which  might  result  in 
the  benefit  of  the  con^nunity  at  large. 

I  have  &C., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        William  Robinson, 

&c.    &a    &c 


TUBKS 
I6LAKD8. 


No.  3. 


TURKS  ISLANDS. 


No.  3. 

Governor  Sir  William  Gbet  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 


Kind's  House,  Jamaica^ 
My  Lord,  January  16, 1875. 

ft  1^^'  ■'■  ^^^^  *^®  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordship's  information 

X>c^^Xj — ^  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  Blue  Book 
for  1873,  and  of  the  Commissioner's  Report  upon  it,  and  also  copy  of 
a  letter  which  explains  the  cause  of  the  delay  m  submitting  them. 

I  have,  (fee, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        William  GBEf . 

&C.      &c.      &c. 


Mr.  Smith  to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Commissioner's  Office,  Grand  Turk, 
Sir,  December  16, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  in  duplicate  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  for  the  year  1873,  together 
with  my  Report  thereon. 

2.  I  have  to  express  my  regret  that  the  increased  duties  which 
devolve  upon  myself  and  some  others  of  the  public  officers  consequent 
upon  the  change  in  the  Constitution  of  this  settlement  during  the 
present  year  have  prevented  my  forwarding  the  Blue  Book  for  1873 
at  an  earlier  period. 

These  difficulties,  however,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  obviated  for 
the  future. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  (Signed)        D.  T.  Smith, 

&c.      &c.      &c.  *  Commissioner. 
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Repobt  on  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands        iSa^ 
for  the  Year  1873.  ' 

Taxation. 

A  great  diminution  in  taxation  took  place  during  the  year  1873, 
by  the  abolition  of  all  export  duties  from  the  Ist  of  March  of  that 
year.  Other  taxation  remains  the  same  as  it  was  when  reported  on 
in  1872. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Revenue. 

1873 5,097    5    7 

1872 10,864  18    1 

Decrease  for  1873    -    £5,767  12    6 

The  great  fallmg  off  in  the  revenue  for  the  year  1873  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  previous  year  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the 
abolition^of  the  export  duty  of  \d,  per  bushel  on  salt,  as  well  as  to 
the  deficient  quantity  of  that  article  exported  ;  and  to  diminished 
imports,  light  duty,  auction  duty,  fines  and  forfeitures,  fees  of  office, 
spirit  and  wine  licences,  and  other  minor  items  of  revenue. 

The  sources  of  revenue  may  be  divided  a3  follows  : — 

1873.  1872. 

£         9.     (f.  £        s,      d. 

Import  duties         -        -    3,276    3    3        4,281  15    4 
Export  ditto      -        -    -       265    6    2        3,818    7    0 
Other  sourpes,  comprising 
Light    duty,    Auction    ' 
duty.  Fines  and  For- 
feiture, &c.        -        -    1,555  16    2        2,764  15    9 

£5,097    5    7       10,864    8    1 

Exfpenditure. 

£  8.  d. 

1873 7,971  5  2 

1872 9,722  19  6 

Decrease  for  1873     -    £1,751  14    4 

The  reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  1873,  amounting  to 
1,7611. 14s.  4d.,  was  in  the  following  departments: 

£      8.      d. 

Executive 43  15  0 

Judicial 160  19  9 

Financial 210  10  7 

Ecclesiastical 757    3  4 

Education 546    6  8 

Contingent  and  Accidental      -        -    -  32  19  0 

£1,751  14    4 
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These  reductions  arose  from  the  reduced  salaries  of  the  president's 
private  secretary,  the  provisional  judge,  the  assistant-receivers  and 
warehouse  keeper,  the  disendowment  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
withdrawal  of  pay  to  the  Weslevan  and  Baptist  communions,  the 
abolition  of  salaries  to  school  teachers,  and  to  mcidental  charges. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue,  amounting  to  2,873Z.  IQs.ld. 
was  reduced  by  a  balance  of  3182.  18a.  6(2.  remaining  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1872,  and  by  the  sum  of  1,412Z.  11«.  2d.  received  in  aid 
of  the  general  revenue  from  the  Crown  funds,  leaving  a  balance  of 
1,142Z.  9a.  lid.  as  ** Liabilities  incurred"  and  which  have  been  met 
during  the  year  1874. 

Cravm  Fund. 

^  This  fund,  which  is  produced  mainly  from  a  royalty  of  10  per 
centum  on  the  value  of  all  salt  exported  and  payable  as  a  commutation 
for  grants  in  fee  simple  of  the  salinas,  amounted  in  the  year  1873  to 
2,308/.  19».  8i.  and  which  sum  with;  the  balance  fh)m  the  year  of 
1872  of  1,606Z.  9«.  3d.  makes  a  total  of  3,915Z.  8a.  lid.  The 
expenditure  of  the  fiind  was  in  public  works,  salaries  and  allowances, 
and  miscellaneous  expenditure,  1,178Z.  7a.  9c{.,  and  advanced  in  aid 
of  the  general  revenue  1,412/.  11a.  M,  leaving  a  balance  of  1,324Z.  10a., 
which  has  been  since  appropriated  by  authority  for  general  purposes 
of  the  year  1874. 

Value  of  Impobts.       vaiue. 


1873 

1872 


18,330  2 
31,881  18 


rf.' 

9 

3 


Decrease  for  1873 


£13,551  15    6 


1873 
1872 


Salt  Expobted. 

Boflhek. 

-    1,526^6 
-   -    1,831,010 


Decrease  for  1873 


-       304,504 

SHIFPINa. 

No.  of  Yesselg. 


Value. 
£  a.     d. 

22,226  14    4 
267,50    8  11 

£4,523  14    7 


1873 
1872 


Decrease  for  1873 


344 
402 

58 


Tods  Entered. 

55/789 
57,551 

1,762 


Of  the  number  of  vessels  entered  during  the  year  1873,  13  were 
steam  vessels  of  10,217  tons;  and  in  1872  there  were  6  steamers 
entered  of  4,698  tons.    All  steam  vessels  are  exempt  from  light  duty. 

PiOMeLebt. 

The  public  debt  renudns  at  the  same  amount  as  when  last  reported, 
namely  2,0007. 
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Islands. 

The  princiDal  public  work  executed  during  the  year  1878  was         

repairing  roads  at  Grand  Turk,  which  had  been  seriously  injured  by 
the  encroachment  of  the  sea  upon  the  searfrontage  road.  This  work, 
upon  which  was  expended  239Z.  16s.  3i,  caused  an  excess  of  expen- 
diture of  507.  6«.  Id.  above  the  amount  estimated  for  repairs  of 
roads. 

Legislation. 

There  were  eleven  Ordinances  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council 
durinff  the  year  1873,  three  of  which  were  returned  for  re-enactment 
and  me  remaining  eight  received  Her  Majesty's  gracious  confirmation, 
of  those  which  were  assented  to  the  following  is  a  list: — 

Ordinance  No.  1  of  1878. 
^'  To  abolish  all  export  duties  within  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands." 

Ordinance  No.  2  of  1878. 

"To  provide  for  communication  by  steam  vessels  between  these 
Islands,  Jamaica,  and  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America." 


Ordinance  No.  8  o/1878. 

^'To  abolish  the  salary  of  the  rector  of  St  John  and  of  certain 
other  ecclesiastical  officers  within  these  Islands^  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Ordiname  No.  5  of  1878. 

"To  disestablish  and  disendow  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
Turks  and  Caicos  Islands." 

Ordinance  No.  8  of  1878. 

"  To  regulate  the  offices  and  the  duties  and  salaries  thereof  required 
under  the  expected  annexation  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  to 
Jamaica." 

Ordinance  No.  9  o/1878. 

"To  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  divers  sums  of  money  to  be 
paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  said  Islands  for  and  towards  decaying 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  for  the 
year  1874." 

Ordinance  No.  10  of  1878. 

^    "To  authorize  the  appointment  of  marriage  officers  within  the  said 
Islands." 

Ordinance  No.  11  of  1878. 

"  To  amend  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  now  in  force  within  these 
Islands  relative  to  damages  done  by  cattle  running  loose,  and  other 
subjects  connected  therewith." 

Prodcmhotiom. 

There  were  seven  Proclamations  issued  during  the  year  1878.  Of 
these,  two  were  for  proroguing  the  Legislative  Council ;  one,  proclaim- 
ing the  provisional  assent  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief  to 
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^^^       Ordinances  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  of  1873  ;    three,  proclaiming  Her 

Majesty's  confirmation  and  allowance  of  Ordinances  No.  5  of  1872, 

Noo.  1,  2,  3,  and  5,  of  1873  ;  and  a  Proclamation  by  his  Excellency 
Sir  J.  P.  Grant,  K.C.B.,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief, 
embodying  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  4th  of  August,  1873, 
for  the  annexation  of  the  Turks  and  Oaicos  Islands  to  the  Colony  of 
Jamaica. 

Pensions, 

The  amount  for  pensions  which  stood  at  the  close  of  the  year  1872 
at  451/.  19s.,  increased  in  1873  to  790Z.  IQs.  5d^  in  consequence  of 
pensions  granted  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Astwood,  on  the  disendow- 
ment  of  me  Church  of  England  in  these  Islands,  and  to  Mr.  John 
Bascome,  warehouse  keeper,  Mr.  St.  George  D.  Tucker,  assistant- 
receiver,  and  to  Judge  Duncombe  on  their  retirement  from  office. 
But  during  the  present  year  (1874)  the  pensions  of  Mr.  Bascome  and 
Mr.  Garland,  late  assistant-receiver  at  Salt  Cav,  having  from  their 
deaths  fallen  in,  a  reduction  of  2057.  4^.  in  the  last-named  sum  has 
been  efiected. 

Population. 

The  population  of  these  Islands  at  the  taking  of  the  census  in 
1871  amounted  to  4,723,  and  were  classed  as  follows: — Whites, 
males  266,  females  306,  total  572.  Coloured,  males  2,008,  females 
2,143,  total  4,151.  During  the  year  1873  there  were  167  births,  20 
marriages,  and  77  deaths,  against  170  births,  34  marriages,  and  95 
deaths  in  1872. 

Education. 

After  the  abolition  of  the  public  schools  by  Ordinance  No.  6  of 
1872,  gratuities  were  granted  to  such  teachers  of  private  schools  as 
consented  to  a  governmental  inspection  and  examination  of  their 
schools.  Of  this  description  of  schools  there  were  in  1873 :  at  Grand 
Turk  2,  at  Salt  Cay  2,  and  3  at  the  Caicos  Islands,  who  received  at 
the  close  of  that  year  a  remuneration  varying  from  SL  to  35?., 
according  to  the  number  and  efficiency  of  the  pupils.  The  whole 
amount  expended  for  educational  purposes  during  the  year  1873 
was  104Z.  13«.  4d.  This  system  of  granting  aid  to  private  schools  is 
being  carried  out  with  better  success  in  the  present  year. 

Grants  of  Land. 

There  were  nine  grants  of  land  issued  in  1873.  Of  these,  four 
were  for  town  lots,  four  for  surburban,  and  one  for  a  plantation  lot, 
all  situated  on  Grand  Turk,  and  comprising  44^  acres,  and  realizing 
in  money  14?.  4«.  8d. 

Oaols  and  Prisoners. 

The  expense  incurred  for  officers'  salaries  and  maintenance  of 
prisoners  during  tha  year  1873  amounted  to  546Z.  Ss.  lid.  against 
531Z.  48.  lid.  in  1872.  There  were  98  persons  committed  to  the 
common  gaol  at  Grand  Turk  and  11  to  the  lockup  at  Cockbum 
Harbour,  East  Caicos,  making  a  total  of  109  in  1873,  and  69  com- 
mitted in  1872,  all  to  the  common  gaol.  The  sanitary  state  of  the 
gaol  in  1873  was  generally  good,  and  no  deaths  occurred  therein. 
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Criminal  Statistics.  Jsl^. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  during  the  year  1878 

was  287.    Of  these  offences  24  cases  were  dismissed,  259  resulted  in 

summary  convictions,  and  4  persons  were  committed  for  trial  in  the 

Supreme  Court  and  convicted.  The  convictions  contrast  with  the  three 

preceding  years  as  follows : — For  1872,  summary  243  ;  for  1871, 253  ; 

for  1870, 253.   In  the  Supreme  Court,  for  1872, 11 ;  for  1871, 5 ;  for 

*  1870,  7.     Of  the  summary  convictions  for  1873,  51  were  for  offences 

against  the  person,  29  for  praedial  larceny,  38  for  offences  against 

property  other  than  praedial  larceny,  and  169  for  other  offences.    The 

convictions  in  the  Supreme  Court  were  two  for  offences  ag£unst  the 

person,  and  3  for  offences  against  property  other  than  praedial  larceny. 

Poor's  House  and  Hospital. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1873  there  were  12  inmates  in  the 
establishment  and  19  admitted  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  31 
persons  obtaining  relief.  There  were  also  six  paupers  who  received 
outdoor  relief,  costing  26Z.  Ss.  The  whole  expenditui:e  of  the 
establishment  for  the  year,  including  the  salaries  of  the  medical 
oflScer  and  staff,  amounted  to  455Z.  8s.  The  average  daily  cost  of 
each  inmate  was  at  the  rate  of  Is.  6|c2.  per  diem  and  2|c2.  for  each 
pauper  receiving  outdoor  relief. 

In  the  hospital  or  infirmary  connected  with  the  poor's  house,  there 
were  three  inmates  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  187o,  and  28  admitted 
during  the  year.  Of  this  number  10  were  cured,  4  relieved,  2  not 
improved,  and  8  died. 

General  BemarJes. 

The  condition  of  these  Islands  during  the  year  1873  showed  them 
to  be  in  a  less  prosperous  state  than  they  were  in  the  previous  year. 
Both  imports  and  exports  were  diminished.  The  chief  staple  export, 
salt,  fell  short  in  quantity  by  304,504  bushels,  and  in  value  4,523Z. 
148;  7d.,  and  the  revenue  suffered  materially.  This  latter  circum- 
stance, however,  was  to  be  anticipated  in  consequence  of  the  abolition 
of  the  export  duty  on  salt  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  But  as  one 
great  step  towards  financial  improvement  in  the  future  was  the 
reduction  in  the  expenditure  and  which  amounted  to  1,751?.  14s.  4c?., 
thus  making  a  favourable  set  off  against  the  loss  in  revenue. 

The  contemplated  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  .Government  of 
these  Islands  under  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1873,  and  by  which  they 
became  annexed  to  the  Colony  of  Jamaica,  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1874,  and  with  every  reason  to  believe,  from  nearly  twelve 
months'  experience,  with  great  advantage  to  the  settlement.  The 
saving  of  expenditure  in  the  Executive  and  Colonial  Secretary's 
departments  alone  amount  to  1,250/. 

With  the  exception  of  some  cases  of  fever  of  not  a  very  severe  type 
at  the  Blue  Hills  District,  Caicos,  both  in  the  past  and  present  year, 
these  Islands  generally  have  been  healthv  during  those  periods. 

I  have,  &C., 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  (Signed)        D.  T.  Smith, 

&c.      &c.      &c.  Commissioner. 
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No.  4.  No.  4. 

Lieut-Groveraor  Mxtndi^  O.M.Q-.,  to  Gbyernor  Sir  Wm.  Gbby, 

KO.S.I. 

Government  House,  Belize, 
Sm,  AprQ  6, 1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony 
for  the  year  1874,  and  to  make  the  following  Eeport  thereon. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure. 

2.  The  revenue  of  1874  was  43,722?.,  and  the  expenditure  was 
40,063?.    Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  3,659Z. 

3.  The  decrease  on  the  previous  year's  revenue  was  8,223?.,  but  it 
was  m  excess  of  that  of  1872  by  5,003Z. ;  and  of  that  of  1871  by 
842/. 

4.  The  heads  under  which  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  receipts  are : 
import  dues  under  Ordinance  No.  22,  1872,  21,364?.  8^.  as  compared 
with  27,071?.  in  1873  ;  excise  duties,  4,555?.  19s.,  against  4,755i  13^. 
in  1873 ;  taxes  on  doffs,  horses,  drays,  &c.,  spirit  licenses^  1,437?., 
against  1,717?.  in  1873. 

5.  The  1  per  cent,  duty  imposed  by  16  Vic.  chap.  4,  produced 
6,138?.,  as  compared  with  6,938?.  in  1873. 

6.  The  same  amount  of  duty  imposed  by  Act,  27  Vib.  chap.  11, 
produced  1,783?.  19«.,  as  compared  with  2,366?.  Ss.  in  1873 ;  land 
sales  and. rents,  1,142?.  28.  7a.,  as  compared  with  1,583?.  4s.  3d.  in 
1873. 

7.  The  expenditure  exceeded  that  of  1873  by  5,657?.,  and  arose 
from  a  larger  amount  being  required  for  the  repairs  of  public  build- 
ings, the  establishment  of  quarantine,  and  the  erection  of  buildings 
for  that  purpose  at  Moho  Kaye,  the  extension  of  vaccination  to  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Colony,  extensive  repairs  to  lighthouses,  large 
sums  reqmred  for  pajnotfent  of  drawbacks  on  goods  in  transit,  the 
completion  of  the  public  hospital,  the  works  of  defence  at  Orange 
Walk,  and  the  cost  of  a  steam  launch  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
open  the  communication  with  the  military  posts  at  Orange  Walk  and 
Corozal. 

Aseds  and  lAdMiUee. 

8.  On  the  31st  December  last,  the  assets  of  the  Colony  amounted 
to  38,963?.  Oa.  3i.,  and  ite  liabilities  to  21,396?.  12a.  3d.  The  excess 
of  assets  over  liabilities  being  therefore  17,566?.  8s. 

Fvhlio  Debt. 

9.  The  Immigration  Loan  raised  under  Local  Act,  27  Yic.  chap.  14, 
amounted  to  16,550?.  6».  3c?.,  of  which  sum  10,200?.  has  been  repaid, 
and  on  the  31st  December  last  there  existed  a  balance  of  6,649?.  17a. ; 
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j6  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  repayment  of  principal  and       British 
interest.  

10.  The  South  of  Belize  Improvement  Loan  was  raised  under 
Snecial  Local  Act,  27  Vic.  chap.  11,  to  the  amount  of  19,800i,  of 
which  10,759Z.  48.  has  been  repaid.  On  the  31st  December  last  this 
debt  amounted  to  9,040/.  168. ;  the  sum  of  1,783/.  198.  7d.  was  col- 
lected in  1874  towards  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  amount  of  interest 
on  the  loan  paid  was  539/.  88.  8d. 

11.  Towards  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  to  the  War  Department, 
the  usual  amount  of  5,000/.  in  quarterly  payments  has  been  regularly 
paid  within  the  year;  but  the  Imperial  claim  stood  on  the  31st 
December  last  at  8,033/.  08.  9c/.,  as  compared  with  7,651/.  88.  8d.  in 
1873. 

Military  EospendUwre. 

12.  The  total  amount  of  the  sum  expended  by  Great  Britain  for 
its  military  protecBon  of  British  Honduras  was  13,833/.  98.  4c/.,  the 
Colony  paying  5,000/.  of  this  amount.  Besides  this  contribution,  the 
Colonial  Treasury  disbursed  5,663/.  during  1874  for  military  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontier ;  the  out- 
lay, induding  cost  and  materials  for  the  completion  of  Fort  Cairns,  at 
Orange  Walk,  was  1,364/.  148.  6c/.  The  pay  of  carpenters,  masons, 
and  other  workmen,  1,502/.  l8.  9d.  The  erection  of  tanks,  cost  of 
intrenching  tools  and  petty  expenses,  123/.  128.  Ad. ;  salary  of  acting 
en^neer,  273/.  158.  The  cost  of  the  steam  launch  was  (including 
freight  and  insurance)  2,339/.  28.  6c/. 

.  PwWw  Worh$, 

13.  The  largest  item  of  expenditure  tinder  tins  head,  in  1874,  was 
the  public  hospital,  870/.  78.  3i.  This  line  building  of  concrete  is 
How  complete(C  and  the  old  wooden  building  is  in  course  of  demo- 
lition. 

14.  The  remaining  items  are  for  repairs  to  public  buildmgs,  such 
as  Government  House,  gaol,  public  tanks,  powder  magazine,  and  light- 
houses, amounting  in  the  whole  to  686/.  Beads,  streets,  bridges,  in 
Belize  and  the  country,  214/.  48.  5c/. ;  the  construction  of  a  work- 
shop, 58/. ;  the  removal  of  water-pipes  from  Tillet's  Pond  to  the  Old 
River,  80/.  78.  lie/. 

15.  There  are  several  important  works  reserved  for  early  consider- 
ation; a  new  lunatic  asylum  being  the  most  iffgent.  The  Court 
House  will  require  rebuilding,  and  the  present  Government  House 
will  have  to  be  rebuilt  before  many  years  elapse.  There  are  also 
many  and  extensive  repairs,  alterations,  and  emarffements  that  will 
be  required  to  buildings  both  in  Belize,  Corozal,  and  other  out- 
stations. 

LegislMidn. 

16.  There  were  thirty  Ordinances  ebacted  in  the  Session  of 
1874. 

Permam. 

-   The  amount  paid  undeir  this  bead  for  1874  was  590/.  168. 
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18.  There  are  fourteen  schools  receiving  Government  aid  in  the 
Colony  :  1  Anglican ;  3  Eoman  Catholic ;  7  Wesleyan ;  1  Presby- 
terian ;  2  Baptist. 

19.  The  number  of  scholars  returned  is  992  boys  and  783  girls, 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  is  1,070.  The  amount  expended  was 
1,490Z.  15s.  8&.,  of  which  the  sum  of  1,019Z.  7«.  3d.  was  derived  from 
the  Government  grant,  and  2821.  Ids.  Ud.  from  school  fees. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

20.  The  value  of  the  year's  imports  was  178,397Z.  16s.,  being  a 
decrease  of  38,216?.  on  that  of  1873. 

21.  The  value  of  the  exports  was  240,628Z.  4s.,  being  an  increase 
of  23,636?.  on  1873. 

'Shipping. 

22.  There  were  477  vessels  entered  at  the  Port  of  Belize  as  com- 
pared with  371  in  1873.  Of  thearrivals,  297  brought  cargo,  and  82 
came  in  ballast. 

23.  The  vessels  cleared  at  Belize  were  382  in  number ;  of  these  344 
took  cargoes,  and  38  left  in  ballast.  This  gave  an  increase  over  1873 
of  37  voxels  with  cargoes. 

Agriculture. 

24.  In  the  Northern  District  of  the  Colony  the  return  for  1874 
shows  1,241^  acres  under  cultivation  in  sugar  cane,  1,704  acres  in 
Indian  com,  95  acres  in  rice,  and  188  acres  in  other  crops  and  fruit 
trees. 

Prodtice. 

1,134,012  lbs.  of  sugar;  33,094  gallons  of  rum;  40,571  bushels 
of  Indian  com ;  1,339  bushels  of  rice. 

25.  In  the  North-West  District,  819  acres  were  in  sugar  cane, 
4,994  acres  in  Indian  com,  175  acres  in  rice,  and  158  acres  in 
other  crops. 

Produce. 

1,500,000  lbs.  of  sugar ;  2,430  gallons  of  rum ;  19,659  bushels  of 
Indian  com ;  1,555  bushels  of  rice. 

26.  In  the  Southern  District,  1,071  acres  were  in  sugar,.  13  acres 
in  Indian  com,  and  18  acres  in  coffee  and  other  crops. 

Produce. 

1,898,982  lbs.  of  sugar ;  594  gallons  of  mm. 

There  are  20,250  cocoa-nut  trees  in  this  district ;  and  on  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  Kayes  there  are  many  thousands  of  those  useful  palms 
which  bear  profusely,  the  fmit  being  principally  exported  to  Great 
Britwn  and  the  United  States,  ftffordmg  a  large  profit  to  the  pwners, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's  colonial  POSSESSIONS.  25 

27.  In  the  Central  or  Belize  District  large  quantities  of  cattle,  hogs,       Britibh 
poultry,  &c.,  are  kept  on  the  numerous  "  Banks  "  (river  settlements)     ^^^^^bab. 
of  the  rivers  Belize,  Sibien,  and  Northern.     Com  is  grown  and  fruit 

trees  abound ;  but  such  is  the  innate  indolence  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
but  little  of  the  produce  finds  its  way  to  the  Belize  market. 

Grants  of  Land. 

28.  There  were  7  grants  of  land  in  Belize  and  52  in  North  Btaun 
Creek,  amounting  on  the  whole  to  6|  acres,  the  average  price  being 
8Z.  per  acre.  In  the  country  districts  there  were  12  grants,  amountr 
ing  on  the  whole  to  635  acres,  the  average  price. being  6«.  per  acre. 
With  the  exception  of  one  free  grant  to  the  descendant  of  a  pensioner, 
all  these  lots  were  acquired  by  purchase. 

29.  There  are  numerous  squatters  on  the  banks  of  the  various 
rivers.  These  places  will  be  gradually  visited  by  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral, and  the  present  possessors  will  have  the  option  of  purchasing  at 
public  auction.  The  balance  of  revenue  in  favour  of  the  Department 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  667Z.  10s.  2d, 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

30.  There  were  committed  to  the  common  gaol,  Belize,  and  the 
districts  prisons,  Corozal,  Orange  Walk,  and  All  Pines,  during  the 
year  1874,  759  men,  13  women,  and  5  juveniles.  One  deam  oc- 
curred in  the  Belize  gaol  from  blood  poisoning.  No  deatiis  in  the 
district  prisons.   The  total  cost  of  the  four  prisons  was  2,062^.  15s.  2d. 

Hospital,  Lunaiio  Asylum,  and  PoorJumse. 

31.  There  were  148  males  and  7  females  admitted  to  the  public 
hospital  of  Belize  during  the  year  1874 ;  126  males  were  discharged 
cured,  19  died  ;  5  females  were  discharged  and  2  died. 

32.  There  were  18  patients,  12  males  and  6  females,  under  treats 
ment  in  the  lunatic  asylum  during  the  year  1874.  Two  females  were 
admitted,  one  of  whom  was  discharged  cured.  One  male  died  from 
apoplexy. 

33.  There  were  6  men  and  2  women,  old  and  indigent  paupers, 
inmates  of  the  poorhouse  on  the  31st  December  last.  There  were 
also  24  indigent  persons  receiving  outdoor  relief  at  the  rate  of  2a. 
per  week. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

34.  With  the  exception  of  malarious  fever  breaking  out  at  Corozal, 
owing  to  the  large  amount  of  vegetable  deposit  that  was  brought  down 
by  the  New  River  during  the  very  exceptional  floods  of  1874,  the 
Colony  has  been  pjerfectly  healthy.  The  continuance  throughout 
the  year  of  epidemic  small-pox  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  establish  a  very  strict  quarantine.  The  passengers  by 
the  monthly  mail  steamer  were  comfortably  accommodated  at  the 
quarantine  station  at  Moho  Kaye,  where  buildings  had  been  erected 
at  considerable  cost  to  the  Colony.    These  precautions  have,  under 
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Divine  Providenoe,  been  the  means  of  preventing  that  disease,  so  fear- 
ful in  its  effects  on  the  negro  and  coloured  population^  from  spreading 
in  British  Honduras. 

35.  The  Indian  frontier  both  to  the  north  and  north-west  has  been 
free  from  any  alarms  during  the  past  year. 

36.  The  completion  of  Fort  Cairns,  at  Oranffe  Walk,  and  the  oc- 
cupancy of  tiie  barracks  therein,  erected  by  me  three  officers  and 
seventy  men  of  the  Second  West  India  Regiment,  has  given  much 
confidence  to  the  mixed  population  of  that  district  An  outwork  is 
in  course  of  erection,  which  will  contain  the  court-room,  ffaol,  police 
barradLS  for  the  scouts,  and  magistrates'  quarters,  and  will  command 
one  of  the  approaches  to  the  small  town  and  the  river  landing  place, 
and  will,  when  completed,  secure  Orange  Walk  from  any  fear  of  those 
marauding  forays  which  the  Icaiche  Indians  have  so  oiten  succeeded 
in  effecting  dunng  past  years. 

37.  The  new  steam  launch,  imported  from  England  at  great  outlay 
to  the  Colony,  is  now  established,  to  work  periodically  between  Belize, 
Corozal,  and  Orange  Walk,  keeping  up  communication  with  the 
fr*ontier  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  little  steamer  is  hardly 
adapted  for  carrying  troops,  being  far  too  small  for  that  purpose,  but 
in  an  emef gency  a  good  reinforcement  of  men  might  be  towed  up  the 
rivers  to  any  threatened  position. 

38.  As  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  by  the  military  authorities 
that  the  head-quarters  of  the  troops  in  British  Honduras  should  be  at 
Corozal,  the  Colony  will  have  to  incur  considerable  expense  in  erect- 
ing barracks  at  that  station,  which  will  be  surrounded  by  an  earth- 
work. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Bobebt  M.  Mxjnjdy. 
Sir  William  Grey,  K.C.S.L, 
&C.        Ac.       &a 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


No.  5. 

Governor  LoNaDBN,  O.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  of  Cabnabvon. 

Government  House,  Georgetown, 
My  Lobd,  December  14,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  British  Guiana 
for  1873. 

2.  The  delay  in  forwarding  these  returns  is  owing  to  various 
causes.  I  am  informed  by  the  Assistant  Government  fecretary  that 
some  of  the  information  cannot  be  completed  until  aflter  the  first 
quarter,  and  that  it  not  unfrequentiy  happens  that  returns  when 
received  have  to  be  sent  back  for  correction.  In  Aucust  last  I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Austin  that  the  returns  had  all  been  sent  in, 
and  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  that  date  has  been  oocujned 
in  getting  the  Blue  Book  printed. 
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3.  I  was  not  in  the  Colony  during  any  part  of  the  year  to  which       qS^^- 

these  returns  relate,  and  I  should  therefore  have  asked  Mr.  Youn?,         

the  Government  Secretary,  to  prepare  a  Report-,  but  he  himself  oniy 

arrived  in  the  Colony  last  May.  Under  these  somewhat  peculiar 
circumstances,  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  limitmg  this 
Report  to  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  facts  disclosed  in  these 
returns. 

Tofcation. 

4.  The  principal  change  made  in  the  taxation  of  the  Colony  was 
the  reduction  of  the  ad  valorem  import  duties  on  all  articles  not 
specially  enumerated  in  the  Schedule  of  Duties  now  exempted  from 
duty,  from  10  per  cent  to  5  per  cent.  This  sweeping  reduction 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  July,  1873.  The  admission  of 
rice  free  of  duty,  first  granted  in  1872,  was  continued  in  1873, 
and  has  been  again  renewed.  These  reductions  have  of  course 
afiected  the  amount  of  the  revenue  to  a  considerable  extent  It  may 
be  expected  in  future  years  that  the  reduction  of  the  ad  valorem 
duties  will  be  to  some  extent  compensated  for  by  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  dutiable  articles,  and  perhaps  also  by  a  better  collection 
of  the  revenue,  since  a  10  per  cent  duty  offered  much  temptation  to 
evade  it  by  smuggling.  The  only  other  important  change  in  the 
taxation  was  the  re-imposition  of  the  old  duty  of  28.  Id,  per  cwt  on 
salt  fish.  The  duty  on  this  article  was  reduced  by  the  Combined 
Court  in  1872  from  28.  Id.  to  2^d.  per  cwt.,  and  was  restored  to  the 
old  rate  last  year.  The  temporary  reduction  of  the  duty  increased 
in  some  degree  the  importation,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
comparison  of  the  quantities  of  salt  fish  imported  in  each  of  the  four 
last  years : — 

In  1870      ....  77,241  quintals. 

1871 72,846      „ 

1872       ....  92,741      „ 

1873 87,462      „ 

As  it  is  not  desirable  to  increase  the  use  of  salt  fish  as  the  diet  of 
the  people,  I  do  not  regret  that  the  Combined  Court  re-imposed  the 
old  duty — a  duty  which  contributed  a  considerable  sum  to  the  revenue 
without  imposing  too  heavy  a  burden  on  the  consumer. 

Finances. 

5.  The  revenue  of  1873  amounted  to  361,931?.  125.  Sd.  This, 
though  exceeding  the  estimate,  was  less  than  the  average  revenue  of 
the  three  precemng  years  by  8,5757.  4^.  2d.  This  loss  of  revenue 
is  the  direct  result  of  the  reduction  of  the  import  duties.  It  is 
noticeable  that  a  sum  of  no  less  than  162,6777. 158.  Id.,  equivalent 
to  nearly  one-half  of  the  revenue,  was  raised  by  the  duties  on,  and 
licences  to  sell,  wines  and  spirits. 

6.  The  revenue  was  insuflBcient  to  cover  the  expenditure,  which 
amounted  to  390,3557.  148.  Id.,  being  an  excess  of  28,4247.  Is.  5rf., 
which  was  met  from  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  remaining  from 
1872.  The  expenditure  was  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  1872,  differ- 
ing from  it  only  by  8637.  185.  5d.    But  in  the  details  of  the  expen- 
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Got]^      diture  there  were  large  dijQTerences ;  the  expenditure  on  immigration 

,         was  increased  by  no  less  than  30,850Z.,  partly  in  consequence  of  the 

increased  number  of  immigrants  introduced,  and  partly  by  the  diarges 
thrown  upon  the  general  revenue  by  the  Ordinance,  No.  7,  of  1873, 
which  transferred  the  payment  of  the  entire  immigration  medical 
staff  from  the  planters  to  the  Government  ITiere  was  also  a  larger 
expenditure  than  usual  in  the  Public  Works  Department,  in  which 
the  sums  expended  amounted  to  47,886Z.  178.  Id.  Nearly  a  fourth 
part  of  this  sum  (9,069/.  Ss.  9d.)  was  spent  on  the  sea-dams  and 
groynes  which  protect  Georgetown  from  the  inroads  of  the  sea. 

Local  Bevenues. 

7.  The  revenues  of  the  municipality  of  Georgetown  amounted  to 
32,559/.  Of  this  sum  19,4677.  was  raised  by  house  rates ;  3,479/. 
by  market  rents  and  tolls,  and  2,971/.  13«.  4a.  by  water  rates.  The 
sum  of  2,083/.  6s.  8d.  was,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  paid  to 
the  corporation  by  the  (Jovemment  as  a  composition  for  rates  on 
public  Duildings.  The  remainder  of  the  revenue  was  received  in 
small  sums,  which  are  explained  at  length  in  the  Blue  Book.  The 
expenditure  includes  the  cost  of  macadamizing  the  streets,  lighting 
the  town  with  gas,  maintaining  the  waterworks,  and  watering  the 
streets  in  dry  weather,  the  interest  on  the  city  debt,  and  the  redemp- 
tion of  bonds  when  due.  The  total  amount  of  the  city  debt,  which 
is  guaranteed  by  the  Colonial  Government,  is  72,730/.  8s.  4c/. 

8.  The  revenue  of  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam  amounted  last 
year  to  6,214/.  9s.  8c/.,  and  the  expenditure  to  6,232/.  12s.  This 
town  has  aJso  incurred  a  debt  of  6,250/.  for  the  construction  of  works 
for  supplying  the  town  with  water.  The  work  is  not  yet  completed, 
and  a  further  loan  will  be  required,  and  has  been  authorized. 

9.  Besides  the  revenue  of  these  two  towns,  large  local  revenues  are 
raised  annually  in  the  principal  villages,  under  the  authority  of 
different  ordinances,  to  pay  for  keeping  up  their  roads,  dams,  trenches, 
and  kokers,  and  for  sanitary  and  other  purposes.  No  returns  of 
these  village  revenues  are  given  in  this  Blue  Book,  but  I  shall  cause 
such  a  return  to  be  inserted  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1874.  Many  of 
these  villages  have,  from  time  to  time,  borrowed  money  of  the 
Colonial  Government  for  their  improvement  These  loans  amount  in 
the  aggregate  to  20,510/.  3s.  Id.,  of  which  4,313/.  5s.  8d.  has  been 
repaid,  leaving  16,196/.  17s.  Xld.  due  on  the  capital,  besides  large 
arrears  of  interest,  which  in  most  cases  has  not  been  paid  at  all,  as 
shown  in  the  enclosed  return.  It  is  doubtful  whether  these  loans  can 
be  wholly  repaid  within  any  moderate  time,  but  I  am  very  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  just  and  proper  to  exact  regularly,  for 
the  future,  at  least  the  interest  agreed  to  be  paid  when  these  sums 
were  borrowed.  The  villa^s  are  inhabited  by  Afncans,  Portuguese, 
Chinese,  Coolies,  and  Creoles  of  this  Colony  and  of  the  West  Indies. 
Amogn  such  a  mixed  population  it  is  desirable  to  inculcate  and 
encourage  a  spurit  of  seif-nelp,  instead  of  that  helpless  dependence 
on  external  aid  which  is  too  characteristic  of  the  West  Indian 
peasantry.  And  it  is,  above  all,  necessary  to  avoid  every  act,  and  to 
suffer  no  omission,  which  may  tend  to  weaken  in  our  villagers  the 
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sense  of  common  honesty  in  fiilfilling  their  obligations.  In  most  of  British 
the  villages  the  money  was  lent  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  ^iana. 
drain  their  lands  more  efFectually  for  the  purposes  of  peasant  cultiva- 
tion, by  which  pursuit  a  good  livelihood  and  money  to  spare  may 
easily  be  earned  by  industrious  men.  The  exaction  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  interest  for  the  monev  so  lent,  and  gradual  repayment  of  the 
capital,  will  not  be  felt  by  the  industrious  men ;  but  the  idle  man 
must  either  work  or  he  will  lose  his  land.  And  in  a  Colony  so 
peculiarly  situated  as  this,  where  every  man  owning  land  has  a  duty 
to  perform  to  the  land  by  keeping  his  drains  open  and  his  dams  in 
order,  it  is  not  expedient  that  any  man  who  will  not  work  sufficiently 
to  pay  his  debts  should  retain  the  land,  for  such  a  man  is  almost  sure 
to  neglect  his  drains  and  dams,  and  thus  cause  injury  not  only  to'  his 
own  land,  but  to  his  neighbour's. 

Publie  Debt. 

10.  The  general  financial  position  of  the  Colony  is  not  unsatis- 
factory. Provision  has  been  made  for  paying  off  the  last  instalment 
of  the  money  boiTowed  in  1852  for  railway  and  immigration  pur-  ' 
poses.  The  moneys  borrowed  for  public  works  in  1854  and  1859 
have  been  repaid.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  sums,  amounting  to  30,800Z.  and  10,400Z.,  respectively  borrowed 
in  1863  and  1864  for  public  works  and  sea  defences,  as  soon  as  the 
bonds  fall  due.  There  is  a  further  debt  of  27,800Z.  borrowed  for 
public  works  in  1869,  the  sinking  fund  of  which  amounts  at  present 
to  2,120Z.  Besides  these  debts  there  are  two  sums  of  12,500/.  and 
3,200Z.,  which  were  raised  to  make  loans  for  the  improvement  of 
villages.  These  sums  are,  according  to  law,  to  be  repaid  to  the 
Treasury  in  future  years  out  of  the  village  rates.  The  sum  of 
13,403/.  has  been  invested  by  the  Colonial  Government  to  meet  the 
repayment  of  these  loans.  Finally,  there  is  a  sum  of  1,875Z., 
borrowed  to  lend  to  the  Roman  Catholic  church  for  the  completion 
of  their  cathedral  in  Georgetown,  which  is  secured  on  the  endow- 
ments of  the  church.  The  whole  outstanding  amount  of  the  loans 
borrowed  directly  by  the  Colony,  "excluding  the  amounts  in  the  sinking 
fund  and  the  advance  to  the  lUman  Catholic  church,  is  28,1772. 

11.  Besides  these  direct  debts,  the  Colony  has  guaranteed  the 
amounts  which,  as  I  have  already  stated,  have  been  borrowed  by  the 
municipalities  of  Georgetown  and  New  Amsterdam,  amounting 
together  to  78,980/.  S$.  4d. 

12.  The  Colony  has  likewise  gu^nteed  immigration  bonds,  to  the 
amount  or  259,400/.,  issued  to  raise  money  to  pay  the  immediate 
costs  of  the  immigration  from  India,  which  are  secured  on  the  estates. 
These  bonds  are  issued  for  five  years,  and  are  redeemable  from  the 
indenture    fees    annually  received  from  the  Coolie    employers  in 

Eursuance  of  the  Immigration  Ordinance.     The  interest  on  these 
onds  has  been  recently  reduced  from  6  to  5  per  cent. 

Poputation, 

13.  The  population  of  the  Colony  is  given  from  the  census  of 
1871  at  193,491.    Since  that  year  there  has  been  a  considerable 
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addition  to  the  population  by  immigration  from  India,  China, 
Barbados,  and  other  places,  and  the  Registrar-General  estimates 
that  the  population  number  at  present  211,011.  There  has  been  no 
considerable  natural  increase,  the  registered  bhlhs  being  little  in 
excess  of  the  deaths.  This  is  readily  accounted  for  by  the  great 
excess  in  the  number  of  men  of  fifteen  years  of  age  and  upwards 
over  that  of  women  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  disclosed  by  the 
census  of  1871.  This  disparity  of  the  sexes  in  adult  life  had  gone 
on  increasing,  and  of  course  finds  a  natural  expression  in  reducing 
the  proportion  which  the  birth-rate  should,  where  the  peasantry  are 
in  a  prosperous  condition,  bear  to  the  death-rate. 

14.  The  death-rate  for  the  whole  population  anpears,  from  the 
Remstrar-General's  Report,  to  have  averaged  34  *  5u  in  the  thousand 
dunng  the  past  four  years.  This  rate  is  very  high,  but  not  higher,  I 
think,  than  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  peculiarly  unfavour- 
able sanitary  condition  of  the  country.  Much  of  the  population, 
perhaps  I  should  more  correctly  say  most  of  the  population,  are 
massed  together  upon  the  shores  of  the  ocean,  or  upon  the  banks  of 
rivers,  where  the  land  is  low  and  swampy.  Many  districts  lie  three 
or  four  feet  b^low  high-water  mark,  the  sea  being  dammed  out  by 
strong  dykes.  The  drainage  of  these  low-lying  districts  is  very 
imperfect,  and  their  inhabitants  frequently  suffer  from  the  fevers 
engendered  by  malaria.  The  rate  of  mortality  in  different  districts 
varies  exceedip|^ly,  ranging  from  6  in  a  thousand  to  58  in  a  thou- 
sand. The  cities  of  G^rgetown  and  New  Amsterdam  present  the 
heaviest  mortality.  Part  of  this  may  no  doubt  be  ascribed  to  the 
presence  in  these  towns  of  large  public  hospitals  and  asylums 
receiving  patients  from  the  country,  but  the  deduction  to  be  made  on 
this  account  will  not  seriously  diminish  the  death-rate.  I  subjoin  a 
Table  showing  the  population,  number  of  deaths,  and  rate  of 
mortality  in  the  different  districts  of  the  Colony  for  the  two  years 
1872  and  1873. 


Dlfltricta. 


Popolation 

liyOeosiuof 

1871. 


1.  Befbioe  West  Bank  and  Upper^ 

River    -----/ 

2.  Upper  Demerary  Biver  -       -   - 

3.  Berbioe  West  Coast  - 

4.  East  Bank  Demerary  Biver  -   - 

5.  East  Ooast  Demerary 

6.  Esseqnibo,  Arabian  Coast      -   - 

7.  Berblce  East  Bank    - 

8.  Eaat  Coast  Berbice,  Canje,  and^ 

Corentyn / 

9.  Essequibo  Islands  and  Biver 

10.  Mahaioony  Coast  -        .        - 

11.  Demerary  West  Coast 

12.  Georgetown,  City  of 

13.  New  Amsterdam 

Total 


2,656 

11,522 
7.726 
13,501 
82,008 
22,647 
6,789 

18,047 

18,828 

6,270 

23,741 

84,819 

5,437 


193,491 


Mortali^  of  1871. 


No.  of 
Deaths. 


16 

160 
186 
373 
939 
763 
241 

479 

529 

267 

1,279 

1,802 

320 


Rate 
per  Mil. 


7,354 


13 
24 
27 
29 
83 
85 

86 


42 
53 
51 
58 


38 


Mortality  of  1873. 


No.  of 
Deaths. 


16 

200 
251 
401 
859 
682 
261 

371 

613 

228 

1,166 

1,894 

303 


7.245 


Rate 
perMQ. 


17 


26 
30 
38 


45 
86 
49 
54 
55 


37 
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Trade. 

15.  Both  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  year  1873  show  a  decline       British 
as  compared  with  those  of  1872.    The  imports  show  a  decline  of      Guiana. 
nearly  one-eighth,  the  exports  of  one-tenth.   The  Blue  Book  of  1872 
records    an  export    of  89,022^    hogsheads  of  sugar,   valued  at 
1,958,487^.,  being  at  the  rate  of  22Z.  per  hogshead.     The  Blue  Book 

of  1873  records  an  export  of  95,304  hogsheads,  valued  at  1,620,168?., 
being  at  the  rate  of  only  17?.  per  hogshead.  The  decline  in  value  of 
the  staple  export  of  the  Colony,  notwithstanding  the  increased  pro- 
duction, fully  accounts  for  the  decline  in  its  trade.  The  dependence 
of  the  Colony  on  the  quantity  and  value  of  its  yield  of  sugar  and 
other  produce  of  the  cane  is  best  illustrated  by  a  comparison  of  the 
exports  given  in  the  enclosed  Tables : — 

The  exports  of  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses 
in  1873  were  valued  at  -        -        -        -    £2,031,708     6     0 

The  exports  of  all  other  produce,  in- 
cluding re-exportation  of  imported  articles^ 
were  valued  at £185,724    1     0 

Condtmon. 

16.  I  ask  your  Lordship's  permission  to  conclude  my  brief  remarks 
here.  It  is  not  that  I  unaervalue  the  importance  of  the  many 
subjects  I  have  omitted  to  notice.  On  the  contrary,  I  so  fully 
appreciate  their  importance  that  I  feel  my  inability  to  report  on 
questions  which  require  a  persod^al  knowledge  of  the  Colony  to  treat 
satisfactorily.  I  had  no  such  knowledge  of  the  Ciolony  in  1873,  and 
there  are  no  remarks  that  I  could  offer  which  would  not  be  more 
appropriately  deferred  to  the  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1874. 

I  have,  &a. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  ^  (Signed)        J.  R.  LoNaDBN, 

&c.    &c.    &C.  Governor. 


Seb,  Geor^town,  August  6, 1874. 

My  illness  since  November  last  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  my  not  having  ere  this  sent  in  the  following  Report  for 
last  year. 

In  glancing  over  the  return  for  1873,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
very  little  difference  with  that  of  1872  with  regard  to  the  different 
diseases,  their  respective  numbers,  and  the  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted. There  was  in  1873  a  daily  average  of  fifteen  more  than  in 
1872,  the  percentage  of  mortality  the  same  for  each  year.  In  1873, 
as  in  1872,  the  wards  were  at  several  periods  much  overcrowded, 
principally  when  the  immi^ant  vessels  firom  India  were  arriving.  It 
will  be  seen  that  in  1872  there  were  no  cases  of  gonorrhoea  admitted, 
whilst  in  1873  forty-nine  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  were 
allowed  admission.  This  came  from  my  having  in  1872  given  orders 
not  to  receive  in  hospital  cases  of  this  kind ;  but  finding  m  1873  that 
many  persons  who  had  been  refused  admission  neglected  themselves 
so  much,  and  became  so  dreadfully  diseased,  I  took  in  as  in-door 
patients  some  of  the  worst  cases.  Syphilitic  diseases  are  much  on  the 
increase.  I  attribute  this  increase  a  great  deal  to  the  numbers  of 
Barbadians  who  have  for  the  last  few  years  immigrated  to  this  Colony. 
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Whether  these  immigrants  left  their  native  country  to  avoid  the 
penalties  of  the  Contagious  Disease  Act  lately  brought  into  force  in 
Barbados,  I  cannot  say;  but  that  the  disease  increased  on  their 
arrival  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  cases  which  present  themselves 
at  the  hospital  are  of  the  worst  form  and  nature,  and  in  most  cases  of 
very  long  standing.  The  numbers  of  out-door  patients  in  1873  was 
11,564,  showing  a  very  great  increase  on  the  former  years.  Of  these 
11,564,  531  cases  were  suffering  from  syphilitic  diseases,  and  of 
these  last  223  were  Barbadians:  a  very  large  number  when  the 
proportion  of  these  people  to  the  general  population  is  taken  into 
consideration.  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  strongly  recommend- 
ing to  his  Excellency  the  adoption  of  the  Contagious  Disease  Act  in 
this  Colony.  It  has  had  a  very  good  effect  in  Barbados,  and,  if  I 
am  not  misinformed,  has  done  much  good  in  Trinidad.  A  separate 
institution,  a  lock  hospital,  would  be  required,  and  not  a  separate  ward 
in  the  general  hospital,  as  in  Trinidad. 

I  would  also  brinff  to  his  Excellency's  notice  the  unsatisfactory 
way  in  which  parties  holding  foreign  diplomas  of  medicine  or  surgery 
are  licensed  to  practise  in  the  Colony.  There  is  no  law  regulating 
the  granting  of  these  licences.  The  licensing  of  those  holding  these 
diplomas  is  based  solely  on  the  report  of  the  Colonial  Surgeon- 
General,  stating  that  the  party  thus  holding  a  diploma  is  entitled  to 
his  Excellency's  licence  to  practise  in  the  Colony.  The  Surgeon- 
General  is  guided  in  his  recommendation  by  the  custom  which 
formerly  existed,  but  now  obsolete,  of  recognizing  diplomas  from  the 
principal  Universities  in  Europe.  In  a  conversation  I  had  a  few 
days  ago  with  his  Excellency,  he  kindly  explained  to  me  the  manner 
of  proceeding  in  Trinidad  with  reference  to  foreign  diplomas.  I  think 
an  Act  similar  to  the  one  in  force  in  Trinidad  would  meet  the  diffi- 
culty we  now  labour  under. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Et.  A.  Maugbt,  M.D., 

Colonial  Surgeon-General. 
The  Hon.  W.  A.  G.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


Gbenada. 


Na6. 


GRENADA. 


No.  6. 


Lieut.-Gt)vemor  Frbblino,  C.M.G.,  to  Governor  Bawsok,  C.B. 

Government  House, 
Sir,  March  23, 1876. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1874,  together  with  the  following 
Report  thereon. 

Bevenue. 
There  was  no  alteration  in  the  taxes. 

The  revenue  amounted  to  23,403Z.  9s.  lOi.,  being  a  decrease  from 
that  of  1873  of  2,078/.  2a.  8i. 

The  actual  receipts,  irrespective  of  loans  contracted  during  the 
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year  to  the  extent  of  1,500/.,  were  21,9037.  9«.  lOi.,  showiDg  a     Gbbbtaba. 

decrease  of  3,578/.  2s.  8d.  

.  The  decrease  in  the  revenue  is  chiefly  on  imports,  owing  partly  to  a 
large  emigration  to  Trinidad,  partly  to  the  stores  being  overstocked 
at  the  end  of  1873,  and  partly  to  merchants  availing  themselves  of 
the  cargo  steamer  from  England  to  obtain  goods  in  small  quantities 
only  for  immediate  requirements. 

The  revenue  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

£  $,     d. 

Customs 8,628  8  6 

Tonnage 584  6  1 

Excise 4,422  2  8 

Licences 1,856  4  0 

Fees  and  Fines          ....  2,061  3  8 

Post  Office 295  3  5 

Assessed  Taxes         -        -        .        .  2,701  16  10 

Sales   of  Escheated    properties    and)  ^  qqq     ^  g 

Government  Lands  and  Buildings   j  ' 

Loans 1,500  0  0 

Miscellaneous 344  19  0 


£23,403    9  10 


Expenditure. 

The  expenditure  amounted  to  25,729/.  12«  Qd.,  and  shows  a 
decrease  of  1,495/.  3«.  Id.  as  compared  with  that  of  1873. 

This  decrease  is  principally  owing  to  the  falling  off  in  the  revenue, 
which  necessitated  a  total  stop  to  expenditure  on  works  and  buildings, 
however  urgently  required. 

There  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  376/.  Is.  Be/,  to  go 
towards  outstanding  claims»  amounting  to  1,445/.  Is.  Id. 

The  expenditure  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

£        9.      d. 

Civil 4,086  14  10 

Judicial 3,944  10  0 

Ecclesiastical 1,981  13  4 

Legislative 638    0  0 

Education 1,243    8  4 

Sanitary  and  Poor  Relief      -        .        -    -  3,473    3  7 

Police  and  Gaols 3,050    4  6 

Roads  and  Works 4,893     7  0 

Inland  Post     -        -        -        -        -        -  310    5  8 

Revision  and  Compilation  of  Laws          -    -  240    0  0 

Loan  and  Interest  from  Water  Fund  re-  )  gj^g    q  q 

funded J 

Miscellaneous      r 1,253    5  6 

£25,729  12    9 
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FOBdS. 


Iminigration 
Water  -  -  - 
Harbour  - 
Education  -  - 
Public  Lands  - 
Poet  Office  •  - 
Street 

Colony  Hospital - 
Port  of  Grenyille 


Reyvnne. 


£  f.  d. 
Balance  (Ist  Jan.,  1874)  1,663  8  2 
Beoeipts  (Deo^  1874)        8,680    9    S 


Balance  (Ist  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 

Balance  (Ist  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 

Balance  (Ist  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 

Balance  (1st  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 

Balance  (1st  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 

Balance  (1st  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 


831  10    4 
2,656  10    6 


165 
90 


7    4 
7    6 


441    6    6 
118  12    7 

144  17    9 
805  16  10 

10    0    7 
1,687    6  10 

156    0    4 
290    5    9 


Balance  (1st  Jan.,  1874)        80    4  10 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874)        1,329  12    6 


Balance  (1st  Jan.,  1874) 
Receipts  (Dec,  1874) 


129    6    0 
458  12    9 


5343  12  4 

2,988    6  9 

255  14  9 

554  19  1 

450  14  7 

1,697    7  5 

446    6  1 

1,409  17  4 

587  18  9 


Expteditore. 


4,999  1  9 

547  18  1 

835  18  10 

845  18  1 

1,679  0  6 

888  5  8 

1,271  6  9 

489  8  4 


The  Public  Debt  of  this  Colony  stood  at  8,00(W.  on  DecembCT  31, 
▼iz.  700/.  to  the  Rock  Life  Assurance  Company,  of  which  the  amount 
of  stock  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund  was  7,4251 ;  3002^  to  the 
Education,  and  200Z.  to  the  Public  Lands  Funds  of  the  Colony ;  and 
5002.  to  Mr.  Louis  Ferdinand  Marrast 

Of  these  three  latter  sums,  the  first  two,  amounting  to  500/.,  have 
to  be  paid  on  the  31st  instant,  and  the  last  500/.,  being  the  first 
instalment  of  a  loan  of  2,000/.^  has  to  be  paid  with  interest  of  6  per 
cent,  on  December  31^  1876. 

Works  amd  Bmldingz. 

No  new  works  were  undertaken  during  the  year.  The  macadam- 
izing of  the  principal  roads  throughout  the  Colony  is  being  continued. 
Blake's  stone-crusher  continues  to  work  well,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  frequent  illness  of  the  engineer  in  charge  and  his  eventually  beinff 
obliged  to  be  discharged,  comparatively  but  a  small  amount  of  work 
has  been  done.  An  efficient  driver  has,  however,  recently  been 
secured,  and  the  machine  is  again  at  work. 

The  extensive  repair  to  the  Court  House  of  St  Greorge  was  com- 
pleted early  in  the  year,  and  some  repairs  were  effected  to  the  following 
buildings:  Roman  Catholic  Church,  St.  David  Court  House,  St 
David's  School  House,  St  David's,  and  Grand  Etang  Station. 
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LeffislcUion. 

The  past  year  has  been  eveutful  in  a  legislative  point  of  view ;  law 
reform  was  much  needed  and  a  revision  and  consolidation  of  the 
provisions  of  many  Acts  imperatively  demanded.  In  many  instances 
it  was  impossible  to  procure  copies  of  various  local  enactments,  a  state 
of  things  reflecting  discredit  on  the  Colony,  and  manifestly  unfair  to 
public  officers  who  were  thus  left  in  ignorance  of  their  duties  and 
responsibilities.  In  December,  1872,  an  Act  was  passed  to  provide 
for  the  compilation  and  publication  of  die  laws ;  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
tbe  Attorney-General,  and  the  Clerk  of  Assembly  were  appointed 
Commissioners,  and  their  labours  were  brought  to  a  close  last  year : 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  Acts  will  be  totally,  and  nine  partially, 
repealed. 

On  eleven  of  the  Acts  which  came  into  operation  in  1873,  I 
reported  in  my  last  Blue  Book  Beport ;  those  which  now  call  for 
special  comment  are  as  follows : 

**  An  Act  to  facilitate  the  Recovery  of  Petty  Debts." 

This  law  confers  on  the  respective  police  magistrates  an  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  amounts  not  exceeding  41. ;  a  lunited  period  of  im- 
prisonment in  default  of  real  or  personal  estate  to  satisfy  a  judgment 
IS  provided,  and  also  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
numerous  cases  which  have  been  adjudicated  under  this  law  is  satis- 
factory proof  of  its  usefulness  and  ^preciation  by  the  public.  Formerly 
small  debts  were  frequently  abandoned,  the  long  distance  from  the 
farther  parishes  and  the  Island  of  Carriacou  to  St.  George's  and  the 
expenses  incident  to  such  journeys  rendered  a  recourse  to  the  Court 
of  Complaints  almost  prohibitory ;  now,  however,  the  creditor  can 
have  his  remedy  in  every  parish,  and  although  the  costs  are  low,  yet 
the  revenue  re^ps  greater  advantage  under  the  new  than  under  the 
old  i^stem. 

'*  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relative  to  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Civil  Justice." 

This  Act  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  new  measure  and  super- 
sedes the  "Court  Act"  passed  in  1790.  It  is  acJonsiderable  improve- 
ment on  the  old  law  which  was  beset  with  technicalities.  Although 
this  Act  is  based  on  the  Imperial  Common  Law  Procedure  Acts, 
provision  is  made  by  which  Imperial  Acts  having  for  their  object  the 
fusion  of  law  and  equity  can  be  extended  to  this  Colony.  I  am 
credibly  informed  by  those  competent  to  pass  an  opinion  that  this 
enactment  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  legal  profession,  and 
that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  public  generalljr  will 
accord  theur  thorough  approval  when  they  come  to  be  better  acquainted 
with  its  scope  and  object. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  measures  in  tiie  consolidation  and 
amendment  of  the  laws. 

<<  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  constitution  of  Jurors  and  to 
sim^fy  Trial  by  Jury." 

This  law,  as  it  is  set  forth  in  its  title,  deals  with  the  jury  system ; 
there  was  previously  but  one  qualification  for  all  jurors,  and  the 
services  of  uie  more  intelligent  members  of  the  community  were  only 
occasionally  available  on  l£e  grand  jury.    To  remedy  this,  the  jurors 
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(iBiKADA.  are  now  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.  common  and  special  jurors 
and  the  standard  considerably  raised.  There  can  be  no  diversity  of 
opinion  on  the  advantage  of  the  present  over  the  old  law. 

"  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  within  this 
Island  and  its  iJependencies,  and  to  oblige  such  Debtors  to  make  a 
disclosure  of  their  property  and  deliver  the  same  for  the  benefit  of 
their  Creditors.** 

A  debtor  imprisoned  for  a  debt  exceeding  100/.  currency  prior  to 
this  Act  was  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  detaining  creditor,  who 
might  from  pure  vindictivenes  have  immured  him  for  nfe.  The  right 
to  exercise  such  a  control  was  clearly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
modem  legislation,  and  the  recent  law  enables  the  debtor  to  apply  to 
the  Court  for  his  discharsfe  upon  his  filing,  as  a  condition  prior  to  his 
liberation,  a  schedule  of  nis  real  and  personal  property  duly  verified 
on  oath.  Immediate  advantage  was  token  of  this  law  and  up  to  the 
present  time  in  every  instance  the  persons  discharged  came  within 
the  definition  of  '^  pauper  debtors,"  one  of  whom  had  been  two  and 
a  quarter  years  in  prison,  a  fact  which  speaks  for  itself. 

*'  An  Act  to  consolidate  the  Laws  relative  to  oflences  punishable  on 
summary  conviction  and  to  define  the  Duties  of  Constobles  in  certoin 
cases." 

It  is  sufficient  here  to  remark  that  the  labours  of  the  police  magis- 
trates are  considerably  lightened  by  this  Act,  as  their  duties  are 
clearly  defined  in  71  clauses,  and  provision  is  made  for  securing 
due  respect  to  them  while  adjudicating.  There  is  but  one  opinion 
entertomed,  and  that  is  that  this  measure  works  well,  and  petty 
offences  of  an  irritetmg  description  which  formerly  escaped  a  well- 
merited  punishment  are  now  brought  to  light  and  promptly  disposed  of. 

**  An  Act  to  permit  and  regukte  Appeals  from  the  decision  or 
adjudication  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

This  law  comprehends  the  provbions  of  a  similar  Act  which  has 
been  in  force  for  some  time,  but  greater  power  has  be^n  confided  to  the 
Chief  Justice,  which  was  requir^  to  make  the  Court,  as  an  Appellate 
Tribunal,  effective. 

"  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  certain  Acts  for  improving  the 
Law  of  Evidence." 

The  provisions,  of  various  Acts  have  been  consolidated  and  the  law 
of  evidence  is  assimilated  to  that  of  England. 

''An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Laws  relating  to  the 
Limitetion  of  Actions  and  Suits  as  well  as  Summary  and  other  Pro- 
ceedings." 

This  law  embraces  the  provisions  of  Imperial  Acts  dealing  with  this 
subject,  but  not  the  provisions,  however,  of  the  "Keal  Property 
"  Limitetion  Act,  1874,"  the  local  Act  having  been  passed  in  ignorance 
of  the  alteration  effected  in  the  mother  country :  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  are  barred  after  a  lapse  of  sixty  years. 

"  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  intituled  an  Act  to  regulate  and  provide 
for  the  Disestoblishment  and  gradual  Disendowment  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  Island  of  Grenada." 

Two  objects  were  in  view  in  framing  this  measure :  one  was  to 
avoid  the  expense  incident  to  procuring  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
which  in  the  case  of  Jamaica  was  considerable ;  and  in  the  second 
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place,  to  erect  a  "Church  Council"  which  should  have  the  entire 
direction  and  control  of,  and  supervision  over,  all  matters  connected 
with  the  Anglican  Denomination,  and  which  body  should  supersede 
the  "  Synod, '  created  by  the  original  Act  Both  objects  have  been 
carried  out  in  the  Act  under  consideration  and  the  Council  has  met 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Grenada  will  now  have  a  code  of  laws  which  will  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  man^  more  important  Colonies ;  and  a  thoroughly 
defective  system  of  judicature  has  been  replaced  by  modem  and 
enlightened  measures,  and  the  work  performed  reflects  credit  upon  all 
concerned. 

Civil  Establishment 

^  The  following  changes  occurred  during  the  year:  Mr,  George 
E.  H.  Baker,  Inspector  of  Police,  having  died,  the  office  was 
amalgamated  with  that  of  Provost-Marshal  under  Mr.  Henry 
Sharpe ;  on  the  resiffnation  of  Mr.  George  Gun  Munro,  Immigration 
Agent,  Mr.  James  Anton,  Postmaster,  was  appointed  to  the  office  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Sanitary  Inspector ;  I)r.  John  Crtug  resuming 
his  place  as  Medical  Officer  of  the  parish  of  St  George ;  and  Mr 
Loftus  B.  Otway  appointed  to  the  vacant  office  of  Postmaster. 


Gbinada. 


Popviixtim. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  39,941  on  Slst  December  last, 
or  300  souls  to  the  square  mile.  The  number  of  births  re- 
gistered was  1,869,  and  of  deaths  1,161,  being  an  increase  of  births 
over  deaths  of  708  or  1  •  78  per  cent  of  the  totid  estimated  population. 
The  birth  rate  was  47*2  and  the  death  rate  29*3  per  thousand, 
inclusive  of  still  births,  which  were  registered  both  as  births  and 
deaths.  The  still  births  were  about  2*  6  per  thousand,  reducing  the 
birth  and  death  rates  to  44*5  and  26^*7  per  thousand  respectively. 

It  is  a  serious  matter  with  regard  to  the  increasing  and  excessive 
rate  of  mortality  among  children.  I  have  endeavoured  to  get  a  Bill 
passed  by  the  Legislature  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  medical 
officers,  so  as  to  secure  better  medical  attendance  on  the  people,  but 
as  yet  I  have  failed  to  obtain  the  passing  of  it 

There  were  1,827  successful  vaccinations  performed  during  the  past 
year. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  marriages  were  solemnized  by  the 
several  ministers  of  religon. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  last 
nine  years : — 


Years. 

Birth. 

Death. 

1866     .        . 

4*16  per  cent 

2*50  per  cent 

1867-        -    - 

4-05       „ 

2-69        „ 

1868     •        - 

414        , 

2-48        „ 

1869-        -    - 

4-43   :, 

2-66        „ 

1870     - 

8-98        „ 

2-26        „ 

1871-        -    - 

4-5         „ 

2-52        „ 

1872     . 

4-51        „ 

2-49        „ 

1873-        -    - 

4-5          „ 

2-64        „ 

1874     -        - 

4-71        „ 

2-93        „ 
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Edtteation. 


Table  showing  the  numbers  of  children  who  have  been  in  attend- 
ance at  the  various  schools  receiving  aid  from  the  Government  for  the 
past  three  years : — 


Yetts. 

Orammar 
School. 

Normal 
SchooL 

Churthof 
England. 

Wesleyan. 

Roman 
CathoUc 

Total. 

1872  .        - 

1873  .        .    - 
1874 

15 
86 

98 
114 
103 

1,094 

961 

1,050 

415 
343 
314 

625 
762 
768 

2,247 
2,180 
2,271 

The  Inspector  of  Schools,  in  his  second  half-yearly  return,  reports 
some  improvement.  The  Board  of  Education  have  removed  such 
masters  as  have  been  found  incompetent,  have  ordered  a  full  supply 
of  books,  &c.,  and  •have  taken  other  steps  which  will  tend  to  effect 
further  improvement 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  grammar  school  is  now  36,  and  the 
examination  at  Christmas,  considering  that  the  school  had  only  been 
opened  a  year  was  very  creditable. 

Immiffralion. 

The  number  of  Indian  immigrants  in  the  Colony  on  December  31 
was  462  male  and  238  female  adults  and  350  children :  of  these 
202  were  under  indenture  for  the  first  five  years  of  their  ten  years' 
service,  119  were  completing  their  ten  years'  actual  residence,  and 
729  were  free  Coolies,  including  children. 

The  sum  of  1,8992.  19a.  was  paid  to  inmiigrants  as  boulity  in  lieu 
of  back  passage  during  the  year. 

Imports  and  Exports. 
The  subjoined  Tables  exhibit  the  direction  of  trade  during  the  year : 

Imports. 


Ooontries. 

1912. 

1873. 

1874. 

United  Kingdom 

British  Colonies    -        -   - 

United  States    - 

Other  foreign  ooantries      - 

£          i.     d. 

69,309    3    3 

60,389    4  10 

19,619  13  10 

3,117  14    2 

41,153  17    4 

74,329    7    9 

14.560    5    6 

3,017  12    6 

£          i.      d. 

47,240    5    7 

46,628  19    6 

9,767    0    9 

8,000    8  10 

Totals     -       -   -£ 

142,435  16    1 

133,061    3    0  j  106,636  14    8 

There  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  the  iinportd  during  the  year, 
and  whilst  the  direct  importations  from  the  United  Kingdom  have 
increased  to  about  6,O0OZ.,  those  from  Barbados  have  decreased  to 
about  16,000?. ;  from  Trinidad,  3,000/. ;  and  from  the  United  States, 
5,000/. 

The  decrease  occurred  principally  in  bread  stufis  to  the  extent  of 
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40,000  lb.,  flour  2,300  barrels,  fish  70,000  lb.,  rice  400,000  lb.,  and 
in  manufactured  goods  and  plantation  stores  to  the  value  of  about 
12,000/. 

The  decrease  in  bread  stufi^  and  other  imported  provisions  besides 
the  causes  previously  mentioned  may  partly  be  attributed  to  the  large 
crops  of  Indian  com,  and  esculents  grown  in  the  Island,  and  also  to 
the  C!oolies  having  become  inured  to  the  use  of  them. 


EXPOBTS. 

OoanUlM. 

18t2. 

18Y3. 

18Y4. 

United  Kingdom 
British  Colonial    -       -   - 
United  States    -        -        - 
Other  foreign  conntriea 

£         «.    d. 

'126,282    6    8 

12.748    9    2 

2,239  12  11 

4.206  15    8 

£          i.     d. 

117,848  17     5 

21,561  19    4 

4,985  10  10 

3,123    6    8 

£          t.     d. 

120,225  10    4 

24.218    7    9 

6,901  15    7 

7,520    -8    4 

Totals     -       -   - 

145,427    4    5 

147,519  18  10 

158,866    2    0 

There  appears  an  increase  in  the  export  trade  of  the  Island,  as 
compared  with  1873,  of  11,00/. 


Gbsnada. 


The  number  of  vessels  entered  at  the  different  ports  in  the  Colony 
during  the  year  was  459  of  68,614  tons  against  476  of  76,706  tons 
in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  number  cleared  was  540  of  44,671 
tons  against  552  of  41,631. 

AffTuyuUure. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  principal  items  of  produce  ex- 
ported from  the  Colony  during  the  last  three  years,  with  their  re- 
spective values : — 


Prodoioe. 

18tX 

181S. 

18T4. 

QoAnttty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity,     j      Value. 

Oocoa 

Cotton  -  - 

oa  (whale) 
Bum     -  - 

Sn«up 
Spioes   -   - 

tons. 

1,051 

151 

gallom. 

2,825 

176,991 

tons. 

4,217 

7 

50,336 
6,125 

190 
10,055 

65,857 
1,126 

tons. 

1,207 

114 

gaUonB. 

4,125 

49,411 

tons. 

8.618 

8 

£ 

61,811 
4,270 

515 
d,705 

56.885 
lj274 

tons. 

1,298 

96 

gaUoDs. 

8,175 

87.747 

tons. 

8,780 

12 

66.641 
3,568 

1,022 
6,581 

58,921 
1,820 

The  export  of  sugar  in  1874  was  3,780  tons  against  3,618  in  1873, 
showing  an  increase  of  162  tons,  and  of  cocoa  1,298  tons,  against 
1,207,  showing  an  increase  of  91  tons. 

Cocoa  is  now  becoming  the  principal  article  of  eiport  in  lieu  of 
suffar,  and  exceeded  the  latter  within  the  last  two  years  in  value  by 
5,000^  and  8,000/.  respectively. 
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Gebiapa.  ch^  ^1^  Prisons. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  convictions  for  the  last  three  years : 
BXTUBV  OF  CoNVionovs. 


Yctn. 

Supreme  Ooart 

Msttoirates. 

ToUL 

Debtors. 

Males. 

Females. 

Kales. 

Females. 

1872  - 

1873  -    - 

1874  .        - 

18 
15 
15 

1 
1 
1 

180 
108 
112 

81 

57 
39 

280 
181 
167 

29 
82 
31 

Oaols  and  Prisons. 

The  discipline  in  the  gaol  is  efficiently  enforced,  and  the  shot-drill 
has  apparently  a  deterrent  effect 

I  much  regret  that  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Colony  is  such 
as  to  afford  no  immediate  prospect  of  incurring  the  very  heavy  expense 
necessary  for  enlar^ng  the  prison 

Colonial  Hospital. 

I  am  Quite  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  this  institution  is 
conducted. 

The  building  is  in  good  repair,  the  dry-earth  system  is  completely 
established,  and  the  works  lor  the  further  supply  of  water  to  the 
hospital  are  nearly  finished. 

Lunatie  and  Leper  Asylums. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  these  institutions  are 
conducted. 

The  lunatic  asylum  building  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and 
suggestions  I  have  made  with  regard  to  a  complete  record  of  the  case 
of  each  lunatic  and  a  bath  for  the  female  lunatics  in  a  different  part 
of  the  establishment  have  been  attended  to. 

Additional  and  better  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the 
lepers,  and  is  sufficient  for  present  requirements. 

No  compulsion  is  used  towards  lepers  to  enter  the  asylum,  but  it  is 
believed  that  all  there  are  in  the  Island  are  in  the  establbhment 

Concluding  Remarks. 

With  the  exception  of  the  consolidation  and  amendment  of  the 
laws,  I  have  but  little  to  report  favourable  to  the  progress  of  the 
Colony.  The  planting  and  cultivation  of  cocoa  and  nutmegs  is 
certainly  steadily  increasing,  but  that  of  sugar  decreasing.  As  I 
have  mentioned  in  former  Aborts,  Grenada  is  one  of  the  most  fertile, 
healthy,  and  pleasant  of  the  West  Indian  Islands,  but  it  appears  Uiat 
among  capitalists  there  does  not  exist  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
state  of  anairs  to  induce  them  to  purchase  estates  which  are  now  for 
sale  at  a  low  rate. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        S.  Freblxng, 

&a    &a      Ac.  Lieut-Governor. 
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ST.  VINCENT. 


St.  VoroBiiT. 


No.  7.  No.  7. 

Lieut-Gbyernor  Dundas  to  Governor  Bawson,  C.B. 

Government  House,  St.  Vincent, 
Sib,  April  9, 1875. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  6<>ok  for  1874,  with 
a  Report  thereon  by  Mr.  Laborde,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  which,  as  I 
only  arrived  in  the  Colony  in  February  last,  I  requested  him  to 
prepare. 

I  have,  &c., 
Governor  Rawson,  C.B.,  (Signed)        Gbobob  Dundas. 

&c.      &c.      &c. 


Sib,  St  Vincent,  April  3, 1875. 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  wish  I  have  the  honour 
to  submit  t^  following  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1874. 

.       \        ^ 

'^  •  Toojea,  Duties,  Fees. 

2.  The  only  change  in  the  taxation  was  the  extension  of  the  house 
tax  to  the  houses  on  estates  occupied  by  labourers.  This  was  done 
to  place  these  houses  as  regarded  taxation  on  an  equal  footing  with 
those  of  the  labourers  in  the  villages. 

3.  No  alteration  was  made  in  the  duties  on  goods  imported  and 
exported. 

4.  The  fees  of  the  Lieut-Governor  on  commissions  or  appoint- 
ments^ to  office,  were  abolished.  These  fees  were  formerly  receivable 
by  the  Lieut-Gh)vernor  to  his  own  use,  but  for  three  years  past  they 
had  been  made  payable  into  the  Treasury  for  public  uses.  As 
revenue  the  amount  received  from  these  fees  was  of  no  importance, 
and  it  was  thought  to  be  a  hardship  to  demand  their  payment  by 
persons  just  taking  up  their  appointments,  and  to  be  more  especially 
a  hardship  on  oflBcers  who  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service  were 
removed  from  one  office  to  another,  frequently  with  little  or  no 
increase  of  salary. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

6.  The  revenue  for  ^neral  purposes  was  27,440?.,  about  1,800?.  less 
than  in  1873 ;  but  this  difference  was  due  to  there  having  been  1,828?. 
of  taxes  collected  under  the  Troops  Tax  Acts  in  the  early  portion  ot 
the  former  year,  before  the  repealing  Act  took  effect,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  went  to  the  general  revenue.  The  expenditure  was  29,788/., 
being  1,333Z.  in  excess  of  that  of  1878,  after  deducting  some  small 
disbursements  made  under  the  Troops  Tax  Acts  in  that  year.  The 
financial  pontion  of  the  Colony  on  tne  1st  of  January  in  the  present 
year  is  shown  in  the  following  statement : — 
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ST.VnramT.  Finaneial  Statement. 

AflBRB.  TiTAIITTiii-igB. 

£       8,   d.  £       s.   d. 

Cash  balances   -    -       -    6,426  14  11        DneDvpositoniii  6aYiiig8\  o  aah    q    t 

In     hands     of     Crown)      236    4    9  ^^^  .        -        -        -/  »»**"    ^    ^ 

Agents,  London     .   -f        ^  „    Commissioners     ofl       .g,    ^    - 

Advance  to  Immigration  \      ooi.  i «    o  Pnblic  Lands,  Ac    -/ 

Fund-       -       -       .|      W4  1*    »        Surplus  of  Assets    -       -11,175  18    3 
Advance  to  the  Town  of 
Kingstown: — 
Waterworks  Account  -    7,271    7    9 
Ordinary  Current  Ao-j       82  12    9 
count  -       -       *   -/ 

Total    -  -    £15,047  14    5 


Total     •  *    £15,047  14    5 

6.  The  immigration  revenue  was  54622.,  derived  as  under  stated : 

£ 

From  duties  on  produce  exported         -        -        -    2,641 

„     Contribution  from  general  revenue  -        -    -       791 

„     Employers  on  re-indentures        -        .        -    1,389 

„     Miscellaneous  services    -        •        -        -    -       341 

£5,162 

7.  The  expenditure  was  6,921/.;  of  which  5,010Z.  were  paid  to 
immigrants  accepting  a  bounty  of  lOZ.  each,  and  e&te^ng  into  re- 
indentures  for  service  for  a  further  period  of  years. 

8.  The  immigration  fund  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  indebted  to 
the  general  revenue  in  the  sum  of  994Z. 

.  9.  The  revenue  of  the  town  of  Kingstown  was  7402.,  of  which 
552i  were  expended  in  the  ordinary  services  of  the  year. 

10.  The  advance  made  from  the  general  revenue  to  the  town  in 
1871-2  for  its  water  supply  is  being  very  slowly  recouped.  The  sum 
of  6142.  was  repaid  in  tne  past  year,  leaving  7,2712.  still  owing.  In 
1873  the  current  account  of  the  town  was  overdrawn  to  the  extent  of 
1742.  for  the  erection  of  a  new  slaughterhouse  and  for  otb^  improve- 
ments ;  but  the  over-draft  at  the  dose  of  1874  had  been  reduced  to 
822. 

Ptiblie  Dd>t. 

11.  The  Colony  is  not  in  debt. 

Military  ExpendUure. 

12.  The  only  expenditure  under  this  head  was  that  of  a  sum  of 
2342.  spent  in  the  salaries  of  the  garrison  adjutant  and  bandmaster ; 
in  the  purchase  of  new  band  instruments ;  in  the  pay  of  the  men,  and 
in  other  expenses  incident  to  the  maintenance  of  the  militia  band. 

13.  The  expenditure  incurred  by  Great  Britain  in  aid  of  the  civil 
establishment  was  1,3002.  for  the  salary  of  the  Lieut-Governor^  and 
4502.  for  one  stipendiary  ma^strate. 

PiMic  Works  and  Buildings 

14.  The  improvements  in  the  common  caol  were  oontinaed.  Hie 
old  stone  building,  formerly  containing  feur  wards  on  the  gromd 
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floor  and  four  upstairs,  was  thoroughly  repaired.     The  walls  and  roof  ^-  "^nrcwNr. 

were  raised,  ana  the  upper  storey  was  divided  into  sixteen  separate 

cells,  lofty,  and  well  ventilated  by  apertures  through  the  walls  and 

ceiling.      The  four  wards  on  the  ground  floor  are  retained,  but  with 

much  improved  means  of  ventilation.    The  whole  of  this  work  has 

been  very  creditably  performed. 

15.  The  fine  buildingin  progress  of  erection  as  a  police  barrack 
was  rapidly  advanced.  The  work  of  converting  the  building  formerly 
used  as  the  stores  of  the  Commissariat  Department  into  an  hospital 
was  commenced.  The  repairs  of  the  Court  House,  for  some  years  in 
contemplation,  were  at  length  undertaken,  and  were  steadily  carried 
on.  The  wooden  bridge  over  the  Bycra  river,  on  the  Windward  Bead, 
about  20  miles  from  Kingstown,  which  had  been  b^un  in  1873,  was 
completed,  tpd  a  substantial  stone  bridge  was  erected  over  the 
Buccament  river,  on  the  highway  about  six  miles  to  the  westward  of 
the  town.    On  these  works  4,50o/.  were  expended  in  the  year. 

Leffisiation. 

16.  There  were  fourteen  Acts  passed  in  the  year.  The  most 
important  of  these  was  the  Act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  bounty  to 
Indian  immigrants  who  had  served  their  obligatory  term  of  five  years 
under  indentures,  and  had  acquired  the  right  to  work  as  free  labourers. 
The  bounty  is  made  pavable  to  these  immigrants  if  they  enter  into 
fresh  indentures  for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  being  Jbwo  years 
beyond  the  term  which,  under  the  original  Act,  they  are  bound  to 
remain  in  the  Island  as  free  labourers  before  claiming  a  return 
passage  to  India.  The  right  to  a  free  back  passage  at  the  expiration 
of  this  term  of  five  years  is  reserved  to  the  immigrants.  The  immi- 
grants, to  the  number  of  441,  gladly  availed  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  this  law ;  and  the  Colony  has  thus  secured  the  steady 
services  of  acclimatized  labourers,  who  on  their  part  have  received  a 
money  payment  for  the  act  of  indenture,  which  they  can  turn  profitably 
to  the  improvement  of  their  condition  in  life  by  the  purchase  of  stock, 
and  in  other  ways. 

17.  An  Act "  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  to  ships,"  based  on  the 
provisions  of  *'the  (Imperial)  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1873,*'  also 
became  law. 

18.  An  A,ct  "for  the  incorporation,  management,  and  windrag  up 
of  trading  companies  and  other  associations,"  adapted  from  the 
Imperial  Statutes  on  this  subject ;  and  also  '^  an  Act  to  amend  the 
law  of  partnership,"  taken  from  the  28th  and  29th  Victoria,  c.  86, 
were  added  to  the  Colonial  Statute  Book. 

Civil  Establishment. 

19.  In  the  administration  of  the  Government  there  were  several 
changes.  Lieut-Governor  Rennie,  on  account  of  ill-health,  was 
oblised  to  leave  the  Colony  in  April,  and  I  assumed  the  administration 
until  the  2nd  of  May,  when  I  embarked  for  Grenada  to  administer 
the  government  of  that  Colony.  Mr.  Gore  on  the  same  day  arrived 
here  as  Administrator,  and  remained  until  October;  when,  on  my 
return  from  Grenada,  I  relieved  him. 
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St.  YiKGBrr«  20.  The  other  changes  in  the  establishment  were  as  under- 
mentioned :  Doctor  M^^  from  England,  assumed  the  duties  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Dbtrict  No.  3,  in  January^  in  the  room  of  Doctor 
Hawke,  who  had  invalided  and  had  returned  home.  Colonel 
Mollan,  C.B.,  was  appomted  Police  Magistrate  of  the  Calliaqua 
District  in  May,  but  reagned  his  appointment  in  December.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  DrysdiJe,  the  Police  Magistrate  of  the  Leeward 
District,  Mr.  Low  was  commissioned  to  succeed  him,  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  May. 

Pensions. 

21.  The  pension  list  was  increased  by  651. 5s.  payable  to  Mr.  John 
Vincent  McDowall,  who  had  served  for  ten  years  as  a  police 
magistrates  and  had  been  compelled  to  retire  on  account  of  impaired 
health. 

Population  and  Heatth. 

22.  The  Registrar-General  reports  that  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population  in  1874  was  608,  and  that  the  population  of  the  Colony 
might  at  the  end  of  that  year  be  estimated  to  be  38,242.  No  record 
of  a  very  reliable  character  is  kept  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  from 
and  to  tne  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  it  is  not  therefore  accurately 
known  whether  St  Vincent  is  a  gainer  or  loser  by  the  migrations  of 
the  people  in  a  series  of  years.  From  such  records  as  are  available, 
it  appears  that  while  in  1873  there  was  an  exodus  of  over  500,  chiefly 
to  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  there  was  in  1874  a  reactionary  movement, 
by  which  467  people  from  the  neighbouring  Islands  were  added  to 
the  population  of  the  Colony. 

23.  There  were  1,659  children  bom  alive,  819  males  and  840 
fema.es;  and  there  were  100  still  births,  57  male  and  43  female. 
The  birth  rate  was  44  per  thousand.  The  deaths,  exclusive  of  the 
still  bom,  were  1,051  in  number,  550  males  and  501  females,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  27  per  thousand.  The  mortality  among  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  was  24  per  cent ;  and  of  all  ages  under  15  it  was 
over  54per  cent 

24.  Tnere  were  237  marriages  performed.  And  the  successful 
vaccinations  reported  by  the  medical  officers  were  1,349  in  number. 

25.  The  health  of  the  Island  was  not  as  good  as  it  had  been  in  the 
previotis  year.  There  was  no  epidemic,  but  in  the  town  of  Kingstown 
and  in  some  parts  of  the  leeward  country,  there  were  more  cases  of 
fever  than  unial. 

Savings  Bank. 

26.  This  institution  is  being  year  by  year  more  resorted  to.  The 
depositors  in  the  last  year  numbered  493,  and  the  amount  deposited, 
deducting  withdrawals,  was  688?.  The  number  of  depositors  and 
amounts  on  deposit  at  the  close  of  each  of  the  four  last  years  were : — 

Tears.  No.  of  Depofliton.       Amonnta  on  depodt 


1871  -   -   -   -  220 

£1,889 

1872   -   -   -  -  282 

2.513 

1873  -   -    -   -  375 

2,680 

1874   .   -   -  -  393 

3,440 
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27.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  amount  on   ^'  ^^^t. 
deposit  does  not  increase  in  proportion  with  the  number  of  depo^tors, 

showing  that  the  bank  is  bemg  more  made  use  of  by  the  laoouring 
classes  for  the  security  of  their  small  savings. 

Eodesicistieal. 

28.  One  of  the  assistant-curates  of  the  late  Established  Church, 
whose  stipend  had  been  secured  to  him  under  the  Disestablishment 
Act  of  l'!)73,  during  his  tenure  of  office,  resigned  in  the  fall  of  the 
year ;  and  in  accoi>lance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  one  half  of 
the  lapsed  salary  became  payable  to  the  Wesleyan  representative, 
and  one  eighth  to  the  representative  of  the  Romish  Church,  in 
increase  of  their  respective  endowments.  The  Anglican  Church 
Council  having,  according  to  law,  satisfied  the  Governor  that  from 
private  funds  they  had  raised  a  sum  equal  to  the  remaining  three 
eighths  of  the  lapsed  salary,  that  portion  was  paid  over  to  them.  This 
is  the  first  action  under  the  Disestablishment  Act  giving  effect  to  the 
Concurrent  Endowment  Scheme. 

29.  During  the  year  the  Anglican  Church  Council  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  consent  of  Doctor  Mitchiuson,  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Barbados,  to  assume  the  episcopal  charge  of  their  Church  in  this 
Colony,  and  his  Lordship  was  duly  installed  as  their  Bishop. 

EdtuxUion. 

30.  The  increased  grant  in  aid  of  the  schools  for  the  education  of 
the  people,  and  the  working  of  the  Education  Act  which  was  brought 
into  operation  in  1872,  appear  to  have  given  an  impetus  to  education. 
More  schools  came  up  to  tne  standard  entitling  them  to  state  aid,  and 
1,258Z.  were  appropriated  from  the  public  moneys  in  their  support, 
being  38  per  cent  more  than  was  expended  in  1873.  The  voluntary 
contributions  were  also  about  14  per  cent  more.  The  average 
number  of  scholars  in  attendance  in  the  schools  rose  firom  2,400  to 
2,922,  and  the  school  fees  from  5482.  to  6572. 

31.  The  proportion  contributed  in  support  of  the  sdioOiS  from  each 
of  the  three  sources  from  whence  they  are  maintained  is,  from  state 
aid  54^  per  cent,  from  voluntary  contributions  17^  per  cent.,  and 
from  school  fees  28  per  cent  Parents  therefore  contribute  but  little 
more  than  one  fourth  of  the  cost,  and  their  average  contribution  a 
year  for  each  child  is  not  quite  four  shillings  and  sixpence.  Were 
each  child  to  attend  regularly  throughout  the  year  this  contribution 
would  not  exceed  eight  shillings.  The  number  of  children  in  the 
Colony,  estimated  by  the  late  census,  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
fifteen,  which  are  the  ages  of  the  children  attending  the  schools,  is  fully 
9,000,  yet  there  is  an  average  attendance  of  only  2,922,  or  less  than 
one  tnird. 

32.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  ministers  of  religion  for  their  great 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  education.  Without  them  it  would,  I  fear, 
be  a  hopeless  task  to  attempt  any  system  for  the  education  of  the 
people  ;  and  their  ready  and  earnest  endeavours  to  give  a  fair  trial 
to  the*  tentative  measure  lately  adopted  in  this  direction  should  be 
fully  recognized  and  appreciated. 
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St.  Ydtoiht.  Imports  and  Exports. 

83.  The  value  of  the  goods  imported  into  the  Colony  was  157,803?., 
in  1873  it  was  166,466/.  The  value  of  the  imports  from  Great 
Britain  was  70,4162.;  from  British  North  America,  4,870Z. ;  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  14,126?. ;  fix)ra  the  British  West  Indies, 
64,451/. ;  and  from  other  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  3,440/.  The 
value  of  the  exported  productions  of  the  Colony  was  195,922/.,  in 

1873  it  was  198,917/.     The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  is, 
however,  to  be  attributed  to  the  low  markets  for  suffare,  the  crop  of 

1874  having  been  larger  than  that  of  1873  by  over  900  hogshead  of 
sugar,  and  nearly  4,000  barrels  of  arrowroot. 

34.  The  direction  of  trade  was  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  but  with  the  United  States  of  America  it  had  continued  to 
increase,  as  it  had  been  doing  in  the  previous  two  years« 

Shipping. 

35.  These  returns  show  a  falling  off.  There  were  only  371  vessels, 
having  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  21,661  tons,  entered,  and  364 
vessels,  having  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  20,949  tons,  cleared  at  this 
port  in  1874 ;  while  in  1873  there  were  413  vessels  of  20,735  tons 
entered,  and  392  vessels  of  20,595  tons  cleared. 

OooIb  and  Prisoners. 

36.  There  were  fewer  commitments  to  the  gaol  in  the  past  year, 
as  well  of  prisoners  for  penal  punishment  as  of  prisoners  for  safe 
custody  and  for  debt;  ana  the  daily  average  in  gaol  was  conseauently 
lower.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  gaol  was  good ;  and  of  the  105 
appearing  in  the  column  of  admissions  to  hospital,  hardly  any  were 
seriously  ill.  There  was  one  death  (sudden)  from  heart  disease  and 
one  from  diarrhoea. 

Crime. 

37.  The  offences  reported  during  the  year  were  not  as  numerous 
as  in  the  year  before,  and  the  convictions  in  the  inferior  courts  were 
not  as  many.  The  cases  in  the  superior  courts  were  also  fewer,  and 
the  convictions  were  less  by  one  half.  The  acouittals  were  less  by 
one  half.  The  acquittals  (not  cases  that  fell  tnrough  for  want  of 
prosecution),  both  in  the  inferior  and  superior  courts,  were  also  less  in 
number.     The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  last  three  years : — 


Tean. 

Inferior  CourU. 

Saperior  Oourte. 

NaofCaaee. 

ConvktioDS. 

Acquittals. 

Ko.ofOaaeB. 

Convictions. 

Acquittals. 

1872- 
1873       .    - 
1874 .        . 

2,665 
2.596 
2,460 

1,010 

1,071 

d9S 

856 
892 
848 

21 
82 
23 

11 
20 
10 

5 
5 

4 

38.  Prsedial  larceny,  that  is  stealing  from  provision  grounds  and 
homesteads,  had  decreased^  as  also  had  other  offences  against 
properly. 
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Ho^idh  and  LuTtatic  Asylums. 

39.  The  adipissions  into  the  Hospital  were  275,  and  the  cases 
remaining  from  the  previous  year  25,  making  in  all  300  cases  under 
treatment  in  1874 ;  in  1873  there  were  305  oases  under  treatment. 
The  death  rate  was  a  little  over  5^  per  cent. ;  but  the  Colonial 
surgeon  reports  that  nx  of  the  deaths  were  of  patients  admitted  in  a 
moribund  condition.  There  were  two  inspections  by  the  visiting 
Committee,  whose  Reports  were  favourable  as  to  the  general  condition 
and  management  of  tne  Institution. 

40.  The  temporary  provision  made  in  1873  at  the  buildings  at 
Fort  Charlotte  for  the  reception  of  the  lunaUcs  then  confined  in  gaol 
has  had  to  b^  extended,  so  as  to  receive  several  other  cases  of  lunacy 
which  have  since  come  to  notice.  There  were  eleven  lunatics,  four 
male  and  seven  female,  under  treatment  during  the  year,  of  whom 
one  male  and  one  female  were  dischai^d  cured. 

I  have,  &c., 
Cteorge  Dundas,  Esq.,  (Signed)        Edwabd  Labordb. 

&c     &c      Ac. 


St.  yanwr. 


ST.  LTJCIA. 


8t.  LuCiA. 


No.  8. 


No.  8. 


The  Administbatob  of  the  GtOVEBNMENT  to  Governor 
Bavtson,  C.B. 

Government  Office,  St  Lucia, 
Sib,  November  17, 1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the  Blue*Book  of  the 
Colony  for  1873,  and  at  the  same  time  to  ask  your  Excellency's 
indulgence  in  respect  of  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  its  preparation, 
a  delay  which,  as  your  Excellency  is  aware,  has  arisen  from  causes 
beyond  my  control. 

Having  been  absent  on  special  duty  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  and  having;  on  former  occasions  reported  fully  upon  the  condition 
of  &e  Island,  which  is  in  most  respects  unaltered,  I  have  but  little  of 
general  interest  to  add  now. 

The  year  1873  was  the  second  year  in  succession  during  which  very 
low  prices  were  obtained  for  sugar.  The  weather  was  also  unfavour- 
able to  the  crops.  And  these  two  circumstances  in  combination, 
though  afiecting  St  Lucia  less  than  some  of  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
yet  caused  the  returns  of  exports  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  those 
of  imports  and  revenue,  to  fall  considerably  below  the  point  reached 
in  the  previous  year.  Nevertheless  the  figures  are  so  large,  when 
compared  with  those  of  former  years,  that  were  afiected  by  similar 
unfavourable  conditions,  as  to  afibrd  an  indication  of  the  recent 
material  progress  of  the  Island. 
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St.  Lvoia. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  chief  ffscal  and  trade  statistics  of  all 
the  years  of  which  we  have  complete  records  : — 


•      Year. 

Reyenae. 

ExpcDditore. 

Value  of 

Value  of 

Quantity  of  Sugar 

(ExdusiTeof 

•pedal  funds.) 

Imports. 

Bzports. 

1        Exported. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1             1^ 

1829 

— 

116,710 

117,654 

!     10,557.200 

1887 

— 

— 

125,362 

85,919 

5,926,300 

1839 

11.857 

12,237 

114.151 

89,307 

4,160,100 

1840 

12,614 

12.837 

112,902 

91.378 

4,196,100 

1841 

13,180 

12.683 

109,246 

145,488 

5,576,600 

1853 

13.892 

13,240 

72,650 

57,005 

6,883,072 

1854 

15,930 

16,316 

96,279 

55.836 

6,635.104 

1855 

12,281 

14,884 

55,514 

54,980 

6.378,848 

1856 

13,663 

12,734 

91,901 

70,484 

5,793.424 

1857 

13,332 

12.599 

90,064 

99,903 

6,261,875 

1858 

13,191 

12,077 

102,036 

94.659 

7,347,525 

1859 

12.832 

12,499 

103.973 

101,879 

7.966,785 

1860 

13.603 

12,151 

97.900 

105.947 

7,958.165 

1861 

14,227 

14,137 

110.064 

96.. 321 

9,594.000 

1862 

14,689 

15.802 

93.607 

87.992 

8.762,415 

1863 

12,591 

14.480 

69.584 

83.712 

8,725,125 

I     1864 

12,949 

13,367 

90.363 

111.384 

8,110.025 

1865 

12,727 

12.300 

70,758 

107.321 

8,579,146 

1866 

15,294 

16.410 

91,505 

109,483 

10,942,738 

1867 

13,442 

14.296 

71,138 

93,831 

9,626,381 

1868 

15.346 

13,810 

97,846 

121,366 

11,118,829 

1869 

14,983 

13.638 

90,966 

118,164 

10,517,725 

1870 

15,867 

14.602 

106,285 

147.172 

12,865,103 

1871 

18,308 

16,980 

121,384 

171.461 

12,918,960 

1872 

21,052 

17.843 

151,194 

184,622 

13,510.850 

1873 

19,908 

20.347      i 

116,037 

161,011 

12  076.500 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  that  the  expenditure  of  1873 
(exclusive  of  special  funds)  exceeded  the  revenue  by  439Z.  But 
of  the  total  expenditure  the  sum  of  1,240/.  (on  account  of  the  erection 
of  new  hospitals),  and  other  sums  amounting  to  530Z.,  were  intended 
to  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  balances  of  former  years.  Deducting 
these  items,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1,770/.,  the  expenditure  charge- 
able to  the  vear  was  18,577/.,  so  that  there  was  virtually  a  surplus  of 
1,831/.        ' 

The  total  revenue  of  all  the  public  funds,  including  "  General," 
*•  Immigration,"  "Roads,"  "  Education,"  Harbour  Dredge,"  *'  Casual," 
and  "  Castries  Town,"  was  26,741/.     The  total  expenditure,  26,858/. 

The  surplus  balances  of  the  above  funds  on  the  3l8t  of  December, 
1873,  amounted  to  13,718/.  13«.  Ud, 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        G.  William  De  V<etjx. 
Rawson  W.  Rawson,  C,B., 
&c.       &c.       &C. 
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DOMINICA.  i>oi^cA. 

No.  9.  No.  9. 

Gtovernor  Berkeley,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua, 
My  Lord,  11th  May,  1875. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a 
highly  interesting  Re^rt  from  Mr.  Prestoe,  Government  Botanist  of 
Trinidad,  on  the  subject  of  a  boiling  lake  recently  discovered  in 
Dominica. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        George  Berkeley, 

&c.    &c.     &c.  Governor. 

Mr.  Prestoe  to  President  Eldridge. 

Enclosure  in  No.  12. 

Sir,  Roseau,  1st  May,  1875. 

I  beg  to  furnish  you  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  with  a  brief  account  of  the  trip  I  made  to  the  boiling 
lake,  in  company  with  the  Surveyor-General  and  Dr.  Nichols,  and 
from  which  we  returned  late  last  night 

2.  We  left  town  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  reached  the  first 
souffriere  in  the  Soufirifere  Valley  the  same  evening.  Here  we 
constructed  '^adjussars  "  for  the  night,  the  boiling  lake  being  nearly 
two  hours'  walk  farther  on  and  which  we  reached  the.  next  day  at 
about  one,  having  examined  the  several  souffriers  of  the  valley  en 
route. 

3.  Our  route  lay  vik  the  district  at  the  head  of  the  Roseau  Valley, 
known  as  ^'  Laudats,"  and  across  the  southern  portion  of  the  Colia- 
bone  ran^  of  hills,  and  the  three  or  four  branches  of  the  Mirale 
river  souui-eastward,  thence  up  the  most  southern  of  the  branches  of 
the  river  Mirale  a  little  southward,  and  finally  up  its  south-east 
branch  to  the  head  of  the  Souffriere  Valley,  thence  down  the  Souffriere 
Valley  due  east  and  west,  and  up  a  minor  valley,  north-westward  to 
the  Boiling  Lake.. 

4.  One  of  the  ridges  in  the  Coliabone  range  was  traversed  at  an 
elevation  of  2,475  feet  by  aneroid,  but  the  route  presented  no  parti- 
cular difficulties  until  the  upper  part  of  the  most  southern  branch  of 
the  Mirale  river  was  reached ,  and  here,  on  account  of  the  precipitous 
hills  on  both  sides  of  the  watercourse,  much  obstructed  by  huge 
boulders,  it  had  to  be  followed  to  the  head  of  the  SouflBri^re  Valley — 
elevation  2,680  feet 

5.  At  this  point  the  passage  became  excessively  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, from  me  precipitous  character  of  the  hilWde,  down  which  it 
was  only  possible  to  proceed  by  clinging  to  the  tree  stems.  Beaching 
the  watercourse  of  this  valley,  the  route  continued  down  it,  and  again 
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Dominica,  up  that  of  the  minor  valley  leading  north-eastward  to  the  Boiling 
Lake  ;  the  difficulties  of  the  last  portion  of  the  roiite  being  increased 
by  the  large  volume  of  very  hot  water  coursing  down  from  the 
innumerable  souffirier  issues  higher  up. 

6.  The  nature  of  the  Boiling  Lake  is,  I  believe,  exactly  the  same 
as  that  of  the  many  souffriers  in  the  adjoining  valley^  and  those  I 
have  seen  at  the  head  of  the  Roseau  Valley.  It  differs  from  them 
onlv  in  size  and  position.  These  smaller  soufiriers  are  all  aqueous 
solmtaras,  with  apparently  an  excess  of  ejective  power  (exerted  by 
their  gases  and  heat)  over  the  water  which  effects  them,  and  which 
drains  from  the  adjacent  hills.  The  Boiling  Lake  is  a  gigantic 
Bolfatara,  with  apparently  an  excess  of  water  over  the  ejective  power 
exerted  by  its  gases  and  heat  In  its  case,  the  water  affecting  it 
flows  in  from  two  converging  ravines  which  meet  on  its  north-west 
comer  in  very  considerable  volume. 

7.  The  action  of  the  solftitara,  together  with  the  existence  of  a 
small  hill  immediaiely  opposite  the  point  of  ingress  of  the  water, 
have  caused  the  formation  of  a  crater-like  cavity,  with  precipitous 
sides  on  the  north-east  and  south-west,  of  some  sixty  feet  depth  to 
the  water's  edge.  The  depth  of  the  lake,  as  is  usual  with  such 
formations,  appears  to  be  indefinable,  since  I  found  no  bottom  at 
10  feet  from  the  water's  edge  with  a  line  of  135  feet  length. 

8.  The  temperature  of  the  water  was  found  to  be  from  180'^  to 
195°  Fahr. 

9.  The  outlet  of  the  water — which  is  of  a  deep  grey  colour,  from 
the  presence  of  decomposed  rock  and  sulphur — is  by  a  ravine 
running  south-east,  and  which,  already  with  deep  precipitous  sides,  is 
continually  deepening.  The  surface  of  the  lake  is  thus  necessarily 
being  correspondingly  lowered,  and  with  this  process  the  lake  will 
be,  and  apparently  not  lon^  hence,  destroyed  by  the  complete 
drainage  that  will  be  effected  by  the  deepening  of  the  ravine. 

10.  The  removal  of  the  existing  large  body  of  water  over  the 
solfatara  will  probably  change  the  character  of  the  Boilinff  Lake  into 
something  like  that  of  a  geyser,  should  the  solfatara  contmue  active. 
Then  will  follow  a  gradiml  filling  up  of  the  cavity  by  the  reduction 
of  the  adjacent  hill  sides,  which,  simultaneously  with  the  change  of 
direction  in  the  watercourse,  or  its  dissemination,  will  create  many 
small  solfataras  in  the  place  of  the  large  one.  This,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  from  the  evidences  which  exists  in  the  locality,  has  been  the 

Erocess  by  which  the  present  conformation  of  the  district  has  been 
rought  about,  and  that  too  quite  recently. 

11.  The  most  distinct  evidences  of  this  process  exist  at  the  head 
of  the  minor  valley  leading  to  the  Boiling  Lake,  the  chief  of  which 
are  precipitous  and  barren  hiU-sides,  a  great  width  of  valley-bed, 
consisting  of  decomposed  rock  and  huge  boulders,  amongst  which  are 
innumerable  solfataras  and  rivulets ;  and  lower  down  in  the  ravine, 
where  the  disturbance  has  been  less  extensive,  flows  the  heavy  stream 
of  hot  water,  heavily  charged  with  sulphur  and  decomposed  rock. 

12.  The  state  of  ebullition  in  the  &)iling  Lake  is  confined  to  one 
point,  at  the  south-east  part  of  the  lake.  This,  of  course,  commu- 
nicates a  constant  and  violent  agitation  over  the  whole  surface. 
The  elevation  of  tiie  volume  of  ejected  water  is  usually  two  or  three 
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feet,  but  it  occasionally  rises  a  foot  or  more  higher.    It  is  also  seen      'Ogbwoa, 
occasionally  to  divide  into  two  or  three  dbtinct  cones,  as  though 
being  ejected  from  as  many  orifices.    There  was  no  escape  of  gas  or 
steam  noticed  beyond  what  arose  from  the  surface  of  the  water 
generally. 

18.  On  the  north  and  west  and  south-east  sides  of  the  lake  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  rock  d6bris  above  the  water's  surface,  which 
was  reached  with  difficulty  down  the  precipitous  sides,  and  fi*om 
which  I  applied  the  thermometer.  The  hot  sulphurous  vapour  was, 
of  course,  overpowering,  and  has  a  deadly  efiect  on  the  trees  hard 
by.  This  destruction  of  some  of  the  trees  {Olusias)  around  the  lake 
would  indicate  that  its  power  had  lately  increased,  as  otherwise  they 
would  not  have  reached  their  present  dimensions.  I  noticed  the 
same  effect  about  the  other  soufihers  in  the  neighbourhood. 

14.  The  hill  sides  in  the  two  soufiner  valleys  are  to  a  great  extent 
very  precipitous  and  barren — conditions  which  are  obviously  due  to 
comparatively  recent  action  of  the  many  souflriers.  These  surfaces 
are  very  sparsely  covered  with  one  or  two  roecies  of  Brounlia, 
mosses,  and  ferns — as  a  first  step,  probably,  to  their  being  redothed 
in  forest  verdure. 

15.  I  may  mention  that  one  of  the  important  effects  due  to  the 
action  of  these  soufiners  is  the  development  of  various  kinds  of 
gypsum  in  process  of  decomposition  of  the  volcanic  rock.  Some  large 
masses  were  seen  (and  samples  collected)  of  a  kind  strongly  resem- 
bling the  voltena  or  Tuscany  marble. 

16.  Samples  illustrative  of  the  process  of  the 'rock  decomposition 
as  of  the  lake  and  hot  stream  water,  the  various  forms  of  sulphur, 
&c.,  &C.,  I  have  brought  with  me  for  future  examination.  As  regards 
the  Boiling  Lake  itself,  I  resard  it  as  quite  unique,  and  of  the 
highest  importance  to  geological  science. 

17.  On  the  third  day  out  (Thursday^,  the  Surveyor-General  and 
myself  explored  the  hills  on  the  north  side  of  the  Soufirifere  Valley, 
and  succeeded  in  finding  a  shorter  and  altogether  better  route  to  the 
Boiling  Lake.  Later  in  the  day  the  Surveyor-General  succeeded  in 
finding  a  continuation  of  the  new  route  north-west,  so  that  now  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  Souflrifere  Valley — the  two  chief,  as  already  men- 
tioned, being"  the  hot-water  ravine  and  the  frightful  precipice  at  the 
head  of  the  Souflriere  Valley — are  now  avoided.  There  now  remains 
about  one  mile  of  seriously  aifficult  route,  being  about  half  a  mile  the 
homeward  side  of  the  last-mentioned  precipice,  and  ending  at  the 
foot  of  the  Coliabone  range  south-eastward,  where  the  most  southern 
of  the  branches  of  the  Mirale  river  is  left  Want  of  time  and  very 
bad  weather  prevented  us  examining  this  portion  of  the  route  beyond 
what  could  be  done  in  traversing  it ;  no  unusual  difficulty  exists  for 
the  construction  of  a  bridle-r(^  from  '^Laudats''  to  the  Boiling 
Lake. 

18.  It  is  hardly  in  place  here  to  speak  of  the  capabilities  of  the 
country  agriculturally  in  any  particular ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
mention  we  surpassingly  fertile  character  of  the  soil  met  with 
throughout  the  journey  to  the  head  of  the  Soufirifere  Valley.  The 
soil  of  the  hilk  is  as  rich  as  that  usually  found  in  the  West  Indian 
valleys.    Nor  can  L  forbear  mentioning  the  perfect  adaptability  of  a 
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DoMixicA.     very  large  extent  of  country  passed  over  for  tlie  cultivation  of  the 

invaluable  cinchona. 

19.  The  low  temperature  astonished  me.    The  highest  day  tem- 

Sjrature  in  the  Soufiriere  Valley  was  onl^  65°,  the  lowest  56°  Fahr. ! 
n  the  road  from  '^  Laudats  "  to  the  Goliabone  hills  the  temperature 
was  only  68°  Fahr.  at  noon. 

I  have,  &c^ 
C.  M.  Eldridge,  Esq.,  (Signed)        Hy.  Pbestob, 

&c.      &c.     &c.  Sub.-Botanist,  Trinidad. 


DomKiOA. 


DOMINICA. 


No.  10. 


My 


No.  10. 
Governor  Bebkeley,  CM.G.,  to  The  Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua, 
LoBD,  June  22,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  toother  with  the  Blue  Book 
of  Dominica  for  the  year  1874,  the  Presi<fent*s  Report  thereon. 

The  Auditor-General  states  that  the  financial  position  of  the  Colony 
is  correctly  represented  by  the  President,  but  that  there  is  reason  to 
doubt  whether  the  anticipations  expressed  as  to  the  probability  of  the 
revenue  for  the  current  year  being  adequate  to  meet  the  expenditure 
will  be  realized. 

I  have,  Ac, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Geobge  Bebkeley,  Governor. 

&C.     &c.     &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 
Bepobt  on  the  Blue  Book  fob  the  yeab  1874. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  expenditure  has  been  in  excess  of  the 
revenue,  in  consequence  of  which  the  available  balance  in  the 
Treasury  has  been  absorbed,  and  the  year  closed  with  a  debit 
balance  of  some  200Z.  The  excess  in  1873  was  1,120Z.,  and  in  1874 
2,434Z.  The  excess  is  exceptional,  and  has  been  caused  in  a  very 
great  measure  from  the  heavy  outlay  on  roads,  public  buildings,  jetty 
and  crane,  grants  to  the  public  garden,  for  the  importation  of  postage 
stamps,  weights  and  measures,  steamers  mooring,  passage  money  of 
treasurer,  church  at  Laplaine,  sufferers  by  fire  in  Nevis,  and  reading- 
room;  together  with  the  purchase  and  enclosure  of  land  for  a 
cemetery.  The  revenue  of^  1875  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditure,  and  pay  off  the  small  balance  of  200/. 
remsdning  over  from  last  year. 

2.  Local  legislation  has  permanently  increased  the  ordinary 
expenditure  by  the  addition  or  160Z.  to  trie  pension  list,  3357.  to  the 
medical  staff,  with  a  prospective  reduction  ot  1251,  Of  this  sum  an 
increase  of  some  70r.  on  road  service  and  700Z.  for  the  pay  of  the 
President ;  in  all,  1,265/.  per  annum. 
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3.  The  expenses  under  Federal  Acts  have  also  increased  the     ^'"^^^^' 
ordinary  expenditure,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  is  generally  sup- 
posed.   The  following  figures  illustrate  the  fact : — 

Proportion    of   pay   of  Federal    officers  fyyths). 

Colonial     Secretary,     Attorney-General,     and         £  $,  d. 

Auditor-General  at  800Z.  each .       ^       -        -  2,400  6  6 

Judge  and  Puisne  Judges,  1,500Z.,  1,200/.,  and  7007.  3,400  0  0 

^ths  of  the  aboye  salaries  payable  by  Dominica   -  1,087  10  0 
Proportion  clerk's  (Q^neral  Legislatiye  Assembly) 

salary,  5Z.  128.  6(2.,  telegrams,  ftc,  50Z.  128.  6d.  56  5  0 

Magistrates 1,370  0  0 

Proportion  pay  inspector-general   of  police  150  0  0 
Inspec*.tor  police         -        .        -        .        .  £200 
Horse  allowance    -        -        -        -        -   -      35 

235  0  0 

Proportion  pay-inspector  schools          -        -  93  15  0 

Sub-inspector  schools     -----  50  00 

3,042  10    0 

From  this  sum  may  be  deducted  the  pay  of 
the  following  officers : — 

Colonial  Secretary     -        -        -        -        -  300 

Attorney-General          -        -        -        -    -  200 

Judge 600 

Magistrates — 

Roseau  300Z.,  Coroner  75Z.    -        -        -    -  375 

Portsmouth  250Z.  „     75Z.         -        -        -  325 

IHstrict  B  250Z.     „     75/.     -        -        -    -  325 

District  A        - 200 

Superintendent  police    -        -         .        -    -  100 

Horse  allowance            -        -        ...  50 

Inspector  schools           -        -        -        -    -  100 

Horse  allowance    -----  20 

2,595    0    0 

447  10    0 
From  this  sum  further  deductions  must  be 
made  for  fees  now  paid  into  the  Treasury : — 

Judge's  fees 100 

Magistrate's  petty  debt  fees       -        -        -     100 
Expense  Appeal  Court 50 

250    0    0 

Leaying  a  balance  of  increased  expenditure  of  £197  10    0 

Revenue  and  EospendUure. 

4.  The  reyenue  is  derived  from  both  direct  and  indirect  taxation, 
which  is  equitably  distributed,  aQd  is  collected  with  diligence  by  the 
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DoioMioA.     BeTeral  officers  entrasted  with  its  receipt    During  the  past  five  years 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  has  been  as  follows : — 

^Tenne.  Expenditure. 

£ 
15,721       - 
15,440 
17,310      - 
16,424 
15,022       - 

5.  The  principal  sources  of  revenue  have  been  as  follows 


1870 

^ 

15,248 

1871    - 

•   - 

16,071 

1872       - 

- 

17,162 

1873    - 

.  . 

17,544 

1874 

- 

17,456 

Import  Duties  -  -  -  -  - 
Tonnage  and  Harbour  Dues  -  -  - 
Export  Duty        ----.; 

Excise  Duty \ 

Lioenoes 

Fees,  Pines,  Forfeitures    -       -       -   - 

Rents 

House,  Income,  and  Assessed  Taxes  -  - 
BoadTax £ 


187a 


1871. 


1872. 


1878. 


£ 

6,473 

633 

1,376 

2^320 

1,170 

834 

319 

687 

1,794 


£ 

6,430 

718 

1.226 

2,587 

1,121 

682 

131 

694 

1,817 


£ 

7.163 

680 

1,146 

8,106 

1,411 

1,082 

146 

737 

1,724 


£ 

6,505 

633 

1,257 

2.717 

1,319 

956 

107 

684 

1,492 


1874. 


£ 

5,813 

644 

1,225 

2,533 

1.054 

1.022 

94 

831 

1,577 


6.  The  fallinff  off  of  the  revenue  as  compared  with  1873  was 
1,400/;  500Z.  of  this  amount  may  be  deducted  for  exceptional  re- 
ceipts. In  1873  the  balance  was  principally  from  diminbhed  revenue 
under  imports,  liquor  and  still  licences,  excise  duty,  and  trade 
licences.  These  reduced  receipts  being  in  their  turn  somewhat 
counterbalanced  by  increased  receipts  from  roads,  fees  of  office,  post 
office,  house-tax,  &c. 

7.  The  expenditure  of  the  year  was  slightly  less  than  that  of  the 

frevious  one,  the  increase  imder  the  head  of  public  works  and  poor- 
ouse  bein^  balanced  by  a  decrease  on  roads  and  miscellaneous. 

8.  The  following  figures  exhibit  the  principal  sources  of  expendi- 
ture for  the  past  five  years : — 

EXFBNDITUBB. 


Serrioe. 


Civil  Establishment     ... 
Administration  of  Justice 
Beyenue  Department    -        .        - 
Police  Department   -        -        -        - 
Gaol  Department  -     .  - 

Education 

Poor-house^  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  In-| 
firmary     ------/ 

Works  and  Buildings       •       -       -   > 

Boads 

Lights  and  Signals 

Board  of  Health 

Printing  and  Stationery  -  -  -  . 
Pensions,  Annuities,  and  QratuHles  •- 
Hurricane  Loan  -  -  ... 
Misoellaaeo^      ....      £ 


1870. 


1871. 


£ 

£ 

2,116 

1.988 

2,160 

2,834 

1,392 

1,436 

1,320 

1.289 

547 

550 

750 

769 

1,502 

1,500 

896 

946 

2,198 

1,785 

92 

103 

30 

461 

894 

434 

110 

97 

812 

817 

929 

1,577 

1872. 


£ 

2,234 
2.281 
1,691 
1,307 
558 
740 

1.557 

1,721 
2,227 
126 
914 
384 
119 
817 
1,680 


2,480 
2.245 
1,682 
1,333 
571 
708 

1,545 

989 

2,888 

138 

59 

272 

400 

804 

1,951 


1874. 


£ 

2,228 
2,722 
1,519 
1,247 
624 
635 

1,951 

1,652 

1,574 

156 

153 

225 

373 

^  804 

1,501 
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9.  The  following  Tables  exhibit  the  imports  and  exports  from     Dominioa. 

1871  to  1874:—  

.  Imfobtb. 


Tean. 


1871 

1872 
1873 
1874 


Whence  Exported. 


Oraat 
Britain. 


28,357 
22,257 
18,663 
16,926 


British  Weei  I     Foreign  United 

Indiee.  kc.    West  Indies.       Stotee. 


83,136 
39,976 
37,307 
83,211 


£ 
4,888 
6,651 
6,582 
6,577 


£ 

600 


EXFOBTS. 


Ynn. 

Where  Imported. 

Great 
Britain. 

British  West 
Indies.  &c 

Foreign 
West  Indies. 

United 
States. 

1871  .        - 

1872  .    . 

1873  - 

1874  -    . 

49,940 
56,606 
54,292 
60,003 

£ 
2,424 
8,945 
4,001 
5,460 

1,131 
1.084 
8,591 
2,256 

1,463 
259 
136 

PbINOIPAL  ABTfOLBr  BXFOBTID  DT7BIN0  THB  PAST  FOUB  YeABS. 


1 

Yews.  1 

Sngiur. 

Molasses. 

Bum. 

Coffee. 

Oocoa. 

Cwts. 

Value. 

Oallona. 

Value.   1  Gallons.  |  Value. 

Pounds.   1  Value.!    Pounds.       Value. 

1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 

66,219 
61,418 
69.300 
65,903 

46,356 
51.558 
51.927 
54.727 

94,015 

105,282 

95,613 

70,849 

1,921 
3,476 
2,081 
2,312 

40,615 
24.630 
16,282 
32.498 

£ 
2,545 
1,548 
1,140 
2,280 

15,734 
12,466 
13.319 
12,046 

£ 

879 
337 
408 
395 

1       ^ 
203,433    2.319 

204,773'  2,546 

186,688    2,216 

189,782    2.164 

Farine  Maoloo. 

1       LimeJoioe.        1        Tamarinds. 

Logwood. 

Firewood. 

Tears. 

Bushels.  1    Yalne. 

'    Gallons.  |    Value.     Packages.  |    Value. 

Tone.      Value 

Cords.         Value. 

1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 

8 
246 
741 
147J 

£ 

1 

68 

180 

34 

3,593 

5,932 

7,317 

12,462 

170           7 

691  ,     131 

738  1     260 

1,601        251 

£ 

10 

55 

178 

252 

19 

20 

8 

105 

£ 
23 
33 
14 
165 

1       ^ 
670    '     373 

1       853        453 

1,139    I     592 

1.474        743 

10.  Publie  Debt. 
Hurricane  Loan^  payable  in  six  years  - 


£4,818    6    8 


Pviblio  Works. 
11,  The  expenditure  (3,227/.)  has  been  unusually  high,  owing 
principally  to  the  erection  of  a  commodious  jetty,  together  with  the 
extensive  repairs  to  public  buildings,  and  roads  and  bridges.  The 
outlay  under  this  head  will  be  materially  reduced  during  the  current 
year  (1875).  The  Road  Bill  came  into  operation  in  May,  and 
during  tiie  remaining  portion  of  the  year  three  small  bridges  were 
built,  some  repaired,  and  over  one  hundred  miles  of  road  were  put  in 
th(m>ugh  order.  ^ 
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DoMTOioA.  Legislation. 

12.  Nineteen  Acts  were  passed  during  the  year.  Of  these  the 
following  were  the  most  important : — 

The  Medical  Aid  Act,  for  the  labouring  population,  <frc.  By  this 
law  the  Presidency  is  divided  into  three  medical  districts,  exclusiye 
of  the  public  institutions.  The  medical  officers  receive  incomes  from 
the  Government  of  200Z.  and  250Z.,  for  attendance  on  children  under 
9  and  adults  over  60  years  old,  in  addition  to  fees  for  vaccination, 
attendance  at  inquests,  and  for  attendance  on  labourers  between  the 
years  of  9  and  60.  The  measure  is  one  of  importance,  and  likely  to 
confer  ^eat  advant^es  on  the  poorer  classes. 

The  Road  Act.  This  law  removes  the  repairs  of  the  roads  from 
an  irresponsible  Board  with  a  cumbrous  machinery,  to  the  immediate 
care  of  the  Inspector  of  Boads  and  two  Sub-Inspectors,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Governor.  The  collection  of  the  road  tax  is  en- 
trusted to  the  magistrates;  and  improved  roads,  decreased  expen- 
diture, and  increased  receipt  of  the  road  tax  may  reasonably  be 
expected. 

The  Roseau  Infirmary  Act  provides  for  the  upkeep  of  an  old  and 
valuable  institution,  originally  kept  up  by  private  subscriptions,  but 
latterly  almost  entirely  supported  by  Government  The  institution 
was  under  the  control  of  the  Angbcan  Minister.  The  Honourable 
John  Imray,  M.D.,  was  for  years  its  medical  officer,  and  has  brought 
it  up  to  its  present  state  of  usefulness.  I  append  his  interesting 
annual  Report 

Civil  Establishment. 

13.  Death  removed  an  old  public  officer,  Mr.  G.  H.  A.  Porter,  the 
Colonial  Registrar.  The  larger  portion  of  this  officer's  official  service 
was  passed  in  the  Virgin  Islands,  where  he  acted  as  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  several  times  administered  the  Local  Government. 
Two  new  magistrates,  Mr.  Edward  A.  Faille  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Why- 
ham,  were  appointed,  and  assumed  their  duties ;  and  one  magistrate, 
Mr.  William  Johnstone,  was  removed  from  the  public  service. 

Pensions 

14.  Were  allowed  to  Mr.  Joseph  Fadelle,  who  for  many  years 
acted  as  messenger  to  the  Legislative  Council,  upon  the  abolition  of 
his  office  ;  to  Mr.  Charles  Lloyd,  the  late  acting  Attorney-General, 
in  consideration  of  his  advanced  age ;  and  to  Mr.  John  B.  Dupigny, 
upon  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  revenue  officer. 

PopvJalion. 

15.  The  Registrar-General's  return  shows  an  increase  of  286 
births  over  the  deaths,  the  former  being  882,  and  the  latter  596, 
being  an  increase  of  23  as  compared  with  1873.  Marriages  are 
returned  as  273,  against  174  the  previous  year.  This  large  increase 
of  marriages,  I  tiiist,  is  indicative  of  not  only  improved  worldly 
])rosperity,  but  is  significant  of  a  better  moral  tone  amongst  our 
people. 

Savings  Bank, 

16.  The  one  recently  opened  Jias  only  been  used  by  one  pr  two 
4epositor8. 
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Education.  Doiamk. 

17.  The  Keport  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools  discloses  anything  but 
a  satisfactory  state  of  things— a  falling  oflF  in  attendance  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  apathy  and  parsimony  of  parents.  With  a  population 
of  27,000,  we  find  813  on  the  school  list,  being  157  less  than  the 
previous  year.  The  annual  Legislative  grant  is  7507.  Compulsory 
education  and  more  eflScient  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  required. 

Oeneral. 

18.  Although  the  town  of  Roseau  is  contiguous  to  a  fine  river, 
often  swollen  by  the  rainfall  in  the  interior  to  alarming  dimensions, 
yet  the  inhabitants  are  badly  off  for  water,  being  in  a  great  measure 
dependent  upon  welb,  affected  seriously  by  impurities  of  surface  and 
other  drainage ;  and  in  case  of  fire,  the  town  is  wholly  unprotected, 
being  without  even  a  fire-brigade  or  suitable  fire-engine ;  hence  the 
necessity  of  the  construction  of  the  contemplated  waterworks,  which 
it  is  hoped  may  be  completed  during  1875,  the  filtering  and  collect- 
ing cistern  being  at  sufficient  elevation  to  protect  the  loftiest  building 
without  recourse  to  engines. 

19.  With  the  exception  of  the  yaws  disease,  the  health  of  the 
Island  during  the  year  has  been  excellent.  This  disease,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  is  spreading  amongst  our  people,  and  stringent  legislation 
will  be  necessary  for  its  eradication.  The  medical  ofiicers  appointed 
under  the  Medical  Aid  Act  will  materially  assist  the  Government  in 
dealing  with  the  disease.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  consider- 
able progress  has  been  made  in  vaccination,  but  still  the  mass  of  the 
people  are  unprotected  from  the  ravages  of  smallpox. 

20.  The  important  question  of  the  management  of  the  Crown  land 
will,  I  trust,  be  dealt  with  in  the  ensuing  year.  Squatting  continues 
unchecked,  and  its  evils  are  daily  increasing.  The  aid  of  the  local 
Legislature  will  have  to  be  resorted  to  in  awarding  suitable  punish- 
ment for  the  continued  and  extensive  trespassing  on  the  lands  of  the 
Crown.     The  sales  of  land  during  the  year  have  been  very  limited. 

21.  In  commercial  matters,  while  trade  has  been  restricted  and 
circumscribed  in  its  operation,  a  more  healthy  tone  is  plainly  mani- 
fested, and  the  year  closed  with  a  fair  average  sale  of  Christmas 
goods.  The  propitious  weather  during  the  fall  and  latter  part  of  the 
year  encourages  the  hope  of  a  good  return  from  the  several  native 
products.  The  development  of  a  fruit  trade  is  much  to  be  desired. 
All  tropical  fruits  are  to  be  had  in  abundance  at  moderate  prices. 
Soil,  climate,  and  unnumbered  acres  of  virgin  land  offer  facilities  of 
untold  increased  production,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  vessels 
in  passing  along  and  loading  coastwise. 

C.  M.  Eldbidge,  President.    , 


General  B&pcrt  on  the  Roseau  Infirmary  for  the  year  1874. 

In  forwarding  to  his  Honour  the  President  the  usual  Tables  form- 
ing a  Report  of  the  Roseau  Infirmary  for  the  year  1874,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Legislative  Assembly,  I  may  be  permitted  to  notice  the 
change  that  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  management  of  that 
institution.    It  js  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  history  of  the  Roseau 
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Domvnok.  Infirmary,  it  is  well  known  to  the  Island,  I  may  only  state  that  the 
institution  has  until  lately  been  a  private  establishment,  though  exist- 
ing for  the  public  good.  The  principal  building  was  erected  at  the 
expense  of  the  late  Alexander  Dalrymple,  Esquire,  and  the  direction 
of  the  infirmary  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Rector  of  St 
George  for  the  time  being.  During  a  period  of  about  thirty  years, 
this  mfirmary  has  supplied  the  place  or  a  Colonial  hospital,  and  it 
may  be  said  not  inefficientiy.  Nearly  all  the  surgical  operations  that 
have  been  required  in  the  Colony  during  that  time  have  been  per- 
formed there,  and  nearly  all  serious  accidents  treated  in  the  Roseau 
Infirmary,  whilst  its  doors  were  open  to  all  applicants  of  the  poor 
without  distinction  who  were  labouring  under  curable  disease,  that  is 
so  far  as  room  would  permit.  Tables  giving  the  name,  and  al 
particulars  relating  to  every  inmate  of  the  institution  since  its  com- 
mencement, have  been  submitted  yearly  to  the  Legislature,  and  a 
large  map  of  valuable  statistics  has  thus  been  accumulated,  bearing 
on  the  prevailing  diseases  of  the  Island.  Until  a  recent  time  these 
Tables  were  printed  as  a  part  of  the  Official  Grazette.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  this  practice  has  been  discontinued,  as  a  break  has 
taken  place  in  the  printed  documents. 

Althou^  the  Roseau  Infirmary  was  under  private  management, 
the  funds  for  its  support  were  furnished  by  the  Colony  chiefly,  private 
subscriptions  forming  only  a  part  of  its  available  means.  For  some 
years  past  the  infirmary  has  been  greatly  embarrassed  for  want  of 
money,  the  private  subscriptions  not  increasing,  and  the  grant  from 
the  Oolony  being  limited,  while  the  demancb  upon  the  institution 
increased  year  bv  year.  For  these  and  other  reasons  that  need  not 
here  be  specified,  it  was  judged  expedient  in  the  interests  of  the 
Roseau  Infirmary,  and  consequently  of  the  public,  that  the  institution 
should  be  taken  over  by  the  Colony,  and  be  converted  into  a  Colonial 
hospital.  This  change  was  accordingly  efiected  by  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature.  Having  now  become  a  public  hospital,  the  Government 
have  placed  it  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Directors.  Being  no 
longer  a  private  institution,  new  expenditure  has  been  necessarily 
incurred,  as  well  as  a  change  in  its  management  A  complete  set  of 
surgical  instruments  were  required,  the  medical  attendant  having 
formerly  made  use  of  his  own  instruments  for  most  part  in  performing 
operations,  &o.  A  want  that  had  been  long  felt,  also  required  to  oe 
met, — ^a  dispenser  of  medicine,  who  should  also  render  assistance  on 
all  occasions  when  required.  The  instruments  I  believe  have  been 
ordered,  and  a  dispenser  is  now  employed,  who  is  performing  his 
duties  much  to  my  satisfaction.  When  the  finances  of  the  Oolony 
will  permit  I  should  strongly  recommend  that  the  lower  wing  of  the 
hospital  be  completed;  it  is  still  unfinished,  and  two  more  wards 
might  be  added  to  it,  which  would  much  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  hospital,  as  applications  for  admission  yearly  increase,  and  often 
there  is  not  room  for  all  that  apply*  Poring  1874  the  number 
admitted  has  been  very  large  as  compared  witn  former  years.  In 
1873  there  were  164  admissions,  in  1874  no  fewer  than  214.  The 
Coolie  part  of  the  population  forms  a  connderahk  portion  of  those 
who  obtain  relief  in  the  infirmary.  In  1874  there  were  80  Ooolie 
inmates  as  against  18  in  1878.  A  properly  oonstracted  operation 
table  is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  boqiital,  being  much  wanted. 
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I  would  also  recommend  the  introduction  of  the  dry-earth  system  as  a     ^^^^""^'°^'  - 
great  improvement  over  the  present  system. 

The  advantages  that  are  derived  from  the  Eoseau  Infirmary  may  per- 
haps be  more  apparent  to  the  public,  if  the  surgical  department  is  looKed 
to.  During  1874,  five  of  the  larger  amputations  have  been  there  per- 
formed ;  six  cases  of  fractures  of  the  extremities  treated,  and  several 
smaller  operations  have  been  performed.  I  may  draw  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  the  operation  for  cataract,  a  disease  of  the  eye  causing  blind- 
ness, has  been  successfully  performed  in  the  Roseau  Infirmary  by  my 
{lartner.  Dr.  NichoUs.  I  mention  this,  as  others  of  the  poor  of  the 
sland  who  may  be  blind  from  this  cause  might  seek  relief  within  the 
infirmary.  I  may  state  that  all  the  operations  during  last  year  have 
been  done  by  Dr.  Nicholls,  and  all  the  surgical  cases  treated  by  him. 
The  large  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number  admitted  cannot  but 
attract  attention,  and  this  circumstance  has  frequently  been  alluded 
to  in  former  yearly  Reports.  The  cause  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
tact  that  in  serious  cases  of  illness,  especially  as  regards  bowel  com- 
plaints, patients  too  often  apply  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  when 
very  often  little  can  be  done  but  to  alleviate  pain  and  smooth  the 
passage  to  the  grave.  j^^  j^^^^  ^j^^ 

Medical  Attendant  of  the  Roseau  Lifirmary. 
Table  of  Diseases  tbeated  in  the  Roseau  Infirmaby 

DUBINa  THE  TEAB   1874. 

Name  (^Disease  No.of  OMeannder    Deatlui, 

Treatnieiit 

Ulceration 32 

Fevers  .    -     .  -.       -        -        -        -  29 

Mechanical  Injuries         -        -        -    -  19 

Rheumatism       -----  13 

'    Diseases  of  tiie  Chest       -        -        -    -  13  6 

Dysentery 11  6 

IMseases  of  Groin  and  Urinary  Organs  -      9 

„        the  Throat    ....      9  1 

Dropsy 9  4 

Syphilis -    -      8 

Abscess     ---..-      8 
Diseases  of  Nervous  System     -        -   -      7 

„      Heart  -        ...        -      7  3 

„  Bowels  -  -  -  -  -  6 
Fractures  -  .  -  -  -  -  6 
General  Debility    -        -        -        -    -      4  1 

Diseases  of  the  Eye     -        -        -        -      3 
Brain         -        •        -        -    -      3 


99 


Liver    ..-•--  3                2 

,;      Skin -  3 

w      Bones 3 

Cancer  --..---2  1 
Other  diseases :  i.e. 

Erysipelas,  Worms,  Hernia,  Diseases)  ^-^ 

of  Women,  Insanity,  &c,     -        -J  

218  24 
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Artioua. 


No.  11. 


ANTIGUA. 


No.  11. 

Governor  Beekelbt,  O.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  op  Cabnabvok. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua, 
My  Lord,  June  17, 1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  die  Blue  Book 
of  Antigua  for  1874,  with  a  Beport  thereon  from  Mr.  Baynes,  the 
Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Gborob  Bbbkbley, 

&c.      &c      &c.  Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  18. 

Colonial  Secretary's  OflBce,  St.  John's, 
June  11,  1875. 
I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  following 
Beport  on  the  Blue  Book  of  Antigua  for  the  year  187i : — 


Sib, 


Bevenae  and  Expenditure. 

A  recurrence  during  1873  and  part  of  1874  of  the  severe  drought 
with  which  Antigua  has  of  late  years  been  visited,  had  the  effect  of 
reducing  the  sugar  crop  of  1874  to  the  smallest  shipped  from  the 
Island  since  18&4.  This  almost  complete  ikilure  of  the  only  staple 
production  of  the  Island,  following  ujjon  the  short  crops  of  1872  and 
1873,  caused  considerable  depression  in  the  commercial  as  well  as  in 
the  agricultural  interests,  and  also  led  to  an  unprecedented  degree  of 
distress  and  destitution  among  the  labouring  population.  In  these 
'unfortunate  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  expected  that 
the  retrospect  of  the  year  will,  to  some  extent,  be  an  unfavourable  one. 

The  revenue,  including  a  balance  of  74t  from  the  previous  year, 
amounted  to  30,8692.,  and  the  expenditure  to  36,32iB2.,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  5,458Z.,  which  was  met  by  loans  raised  for  the  purpose. 
This  unsatisfactorjr  state  of  the  finances  was  due  to  the  great  falling 
off,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  in  the  amounts  collected  under 
the  principal  heads  of  revenue. 


Import  Duty 
Export     „ 
Excise      „ 
Stamp      „ 


!      ^ 

20,488 
1,282 
4,264 
871 


£ 

17.151 

1,605 

3,874 

797 


15.843  , 

1,531  I 

2,972  , 

703 


Considerable  reductions  were  effected  in  the  expenditure,  which 
was  1,8502.  less  than  that  of  1873,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in 
1874  there  was  a  heavy  and  exceptional  outlay  on  public  works  and 
roads,  consequent  on  the  necessity  which  forced  itself  upon  me,  during 
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my  administration  of  the  general  Government,  to  provide  work  for 
the  many  labourers  thrown  out  of  employment  after  the  crop  had 
been  reaped ;  and  to  increase  the  water  supply  of  St.  John's,  the 
springs  from  which  the  city  is  supplied  having  niiled,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  to  yield  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  reduction  which  has  been 
effected  in  the  expenditure  during  the  last  four  years : — 

1871.  1872.  1873.  1874. 


ANTiaUA 


40,378 


36,988 


37,842 


£ 

36,328 


The  saving  eflected  by  the  arrangements  consequent  on  the  federa- 
tion of  the  Leeward  Islands  is  shown  in  the  following  Table :— 


Under  FedeiAtloD. 

1868. 

1869.        1         1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

ClTII/— 

iBlaod 

JUDlCIAIr- 

ChiefJnfltioe    -  - 
Paline    „ 
t    li4  PutBoe  Judga  - 
2nd      „          n     ' 
AttoriMy-Gcnenl- 
Paid  for  oandnct-) 
ingcrimtiMapro  V 
■ecutloiis-       •) 
UAgtatratM  -       . 

PrcsMentofConiidl 
Clerk  of  Oounca   - 
KxpeiMeBorMeak-> 

£      i.   d. 

600    0    0 

400    0    0 

1,100    0    0 
200    0    0 

400    0    0 
1,200    0    0 

£       t.   d. 

600    0    0 

400    0    0 

1,100    0    0 
200    0    0 

400    0    0 
950    0    0 

£      t.    d, 

COO    0    0 

400    0    0 

1.100    0    0 
.    200    0    0 

400    0    0 
950    0    0 

£      i.   d. 

600    0    0 

400    0    0 

1,100    0    0 
200    0    0 

400    0    0 
050    0    0 

£      t.   A 

312  10    0 
262  10    0 
266  12    6 

1,100    •    0 
200    0    0 

287  10    0 
67  10    0 
918  16    0 

6    6    0 

£       i.   d. 

260    0    0 
360    0    0 
260    0    0 

1,100    0    0 
200    0    0 

260    0    0 

.  876    0    0 

17  14    4 
9    7    6 

110    6    0 

£      i.  d. 

250    0    0 
350    0    0 
260    0    0 

468  16    0 

360    0    0 
206    4    8 
250    0    0 

876    0    0 

13  15    7 
6    6    0 

95  11    0 

£ 

3,900    0    0 

3,660    0    0 

3,660    0    0 

3,660    0    0 

8,410    2    6 

3,412    6  10 

3,124  11    3 

Legislation. 

Nine  Acts  were  passed  by  the  General  Legislative  Council,  the 
most  important  of  which  are  the  Police  Act,  the  Education  Act,  and 
the  C!ourt  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act 

7.  The  laws  passed  by  the  Island  Le^lature  are  fourteen  in 
number,  and  relate  principally  to  fiscal  and  other  purely  local 
matters. 

Imports,  Exports  and  Shipping. 

As  a  natural  consequence  of  the  depression  in  trade  and  agri- 
culture previonsly  alluded  to,  the  returns  show  a  great  falling  off 
under  each  of  these  heads.  As  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
following  figures : — 


Value  of  imports 
„       exports 
Shipping 
Sugar  exported    - 


1871. 


1872. 


175,740 

247,630 

432  ships 

13,261  hhds. 


£ 

200,677 

153, 190 

446  ships 

7,785  hhds. 


1878. 


1874. 


160,156 

. 170,977 

437  ships 

9,625  hhds. 


£ 

146,758 

106,705 

384  ships 

6,129  hhds. 
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The  following  Table  exhibits  the  increase  or  decrease  in  1873,  in 
the  importation  of  the  principal  articles  of  consumption  as  compared 
with  the  two  prerious  years : — 


isn. 

lets. 

leTi. 

Articles. 

QaanUty. 

Value. 

Qaantlty. 

Value. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Food. 
Flour 
Com  meal     - 

Bice-       -       -       - 
Bread  and  biaouit      - 
Beef         -        .       . 
Pork     .... 
Hams  and  Bacon      - 

Flahdried    -       -  - 

„    plowed    .       . 

Butter-       .       •    - 

Ctitke       -       -       - 

Gheeee- 

Ooooa        -        -        - 

Tea 

Sugar  teilned   - 

Peas  and  beans     -   - 

Potatoes   - 

barrels 

19.106 

19,676 

lbs. 

575,802 

458,608 

82,555 

874.687 

28.786 

CWtB. 

12,102 

barrels 

5,017 

lbs. 

66,488 

26.578 

84,390 

86,625 

4,620 

17,285 

bushels 

8,489 

barrels 

1,878 

28,847 
19,676 

2.876 
4,536 
814 
9,365 
1,186 

12,102 

4,181 

8,324 
664 

1,289 
908 
472 
482 

687 

848 

barrels 

14,895 

12,242 

lbs. 

275,659 

196,404 

27,228 

345,690 

17.888 

cwta. 

8.864 

barrels 

8,300 

lbs. 

58,769 

22,191 

20,194 

82,915 

8.899 

16,008 

bushels 

2,870 

■     barrels 

893 

22,827 
12,242 

1.516 
1,964 

680 
8,642 

891 

8,864 

8,300 

2,686 
789 
757 
822 
487 
400 

592 

357 

barrels 
14,688 
15,508 
lbs. 
809.788 
378,444 
18,185 
275.163 
21,685 
cwts. 
7,210 
barrels 
2.238 

lllS. 

41,519 

21,856 

13,358 

28.279 

6,115 

11,721 

bushels 

1,895 

barrels 

812 

22,1)16 
15.508 

1.858 
8,784 
454 
6,879 
1.084 

7,210 

2,283 

2.075 
711 
600 
706 
764 
293 

478 

824 

Total yalues-       -  - 

— 

86,720 

— 

67,266 

— 

66,872 

Whtes,  Sco. 
Wine        -       -       - 
Ale,  beer,  fto. 

Biandy     ... 
Gin      -       -       -   - 
Sweetened  spirits      - 

gals. 
5,080 
2,749 
38 

1,682 
2,516 

2,515 

550 

18 

4.660 

6,769 

73 

1,067 
1,025 

2.880 

1,558 

32 

gals. 
8,489 
8,862 

47 

1,621 
581 

1,744 

772 
28 

Total  taluci*       -   - 

— 

7.176 

— 

6,007 

— 

4,691 

TOBAOOO. 

Cigars 

Leaf     .        ^        -   - 

Manufaotuied   - 

Iba. 
225 
48.877 
201 

56 

1,188 

20 

lbs. 
304 
100.408 

84 
8.846 

lbs. 
309 
67,484 
98 

98 

1.914 

9 

Total  values-       -   - 

— 

1,259 

— 

8,430 

— 

2,021 

Wood. 
White  pine  and  spruce 
Pitch  pine     -        -   - 
Shingles,  cypreas,  and\ 
WaUaba        -       -/ 
Shingles,  cedar,  andl 
pine    -       -       -     J 
Wood  hoops      - 
„     sbives  -       -   - 
„     shocks  withoutl 
heads  -       -/ 
„  shocks  with  heads 

1,957,074 
408.410 

1,671,250 

598.850 

260.315 

168.499 

packets 

6,098 

940 

6,871 
2,017 

1.671 

299 

1,301 
1,847 

914 

188 

ft. 
757,148 
501,808 

1,065.244 

337.730 

293,140 

169,209 

packets 

87798 

1,067 

8.028 
2.757 

1,171 

202 

1.758 
1,358 

759' 
i268 

576,155 
121,962 

551.400 

180,600 

116.810 

196.017 

packets 

4.704 

1,289 

2,400 
670 

827 

108 

726 
1,764 

1,176 
854 

— 

13,608 

— 

11,306 

— 

8.015 
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Artldei. 

1872. 

18Y3. 

1874. 

QoAotlty. 

Taint. 

Quantity. 

Yaloe. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Com     -        -        -   - 

Oata 

OilOake       .       -   - 

boshelB 
46,700 
1,609 

827,085 

9,840 
821 

1,685 

bushels 

28,858 

1,350 

Iba. 

449.208 

7.089 
837 

2,246 

btubels 

25,884 

1,084 

lbs. 

219,240 

6,458 
271 

1,096 

— 

11.296 

— 

9,672  1       — 

7,835 

Unenumerated  artides 

— 

68,855 

— 

62,761 

— 

38.584 

AM'iiauA 


Criminal  StaiisHes. 

The  total  number  of  offences  committed  during  the  year  1874  was 
4,385,  being  323  less  than  those  committed  during  the  previous  year. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  destitution  prevailing  generally  among  the 
labouring  population,  there  was  a  great  and  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  convicted  of  prcedial  larceny,  the  convictions 
under  this  head  being  more  than  double  those  of  any  of  the  previous 
four  years.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  of 
the  total  4,385  cases,  4,337  were  of  a  summary  nature,  and  diat 
among  the  48  convictions  in  the  superior  courts,  there  were  but  7 
for  onences  against  the  person,  a  number  contrasting  most  favourably 
with  the  three  preceding  years,  in  which  the  convictions  under  this 
head  were  respectively  21,  16,  and  13. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Edwin  Batkes, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Governor  Berkeley,  C.M.G., 

&C.  &(X  &C. 


ST.  KITTS. 


No.  12. 

Governor  Bsbkelet,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  op  Oabnabvon. 

Leeward  Islands, 
Mt  Lobd,  Antigua,  June  15,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Presi- 
dency of  St  Kitts  for  the  year  1874,  together  with  a  Report  from  the 
President 

The  Auditor-General  states  that  Mr.  Moir's  remarks  upon  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  year  are  correct  His  Beport  also 
shows  how  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  of  21,921/.  on  the 
31st  March,  1871,  has  been  gradually  absorbed,  and  further  con- 
Terted  iiito  a  deficit  on  the  31st  December,  1874,  of  6,130/. 

With  the  view  of  equalizing  the  revenue  and  expenditure,  an 
Excise  duty  on  rum  manufactured  in  the  Island  has  been  imposed, 
but  it  is^too  soon  yet  to  calculate  the  probable  result    It  is  hoped. 


St.  Kitts. 


No.  12. 
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St.  Krrra.     however,  that  the  proceeds  of  this  tax,  conjointly  with  the  recurrence 
of  favourable  seasons,  may  tend  to  restore  financial  prosperity. 

I  have,  &c.. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,                   GrEORaE  Berkeley,  Governor. 
&c.    &c.    &c.  

Enclosure  in  No.  19. 

Auditor-General  to  Colonial  Secretary. 

Auditor-General's  Office, 
Sib,  June  5,  1875. 

I  have  the  honour  to  return  Mr.  Moir  s  Keport  on  the  St 
Kitts  Blue  Book,  and  to  report  that  the  statement  of  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  1874  is  correct ;  but  I  have  not  the  means  here 
of  comparing  the  total  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  ten  years 
ended  olst  December,  1873. 

On  the  31st  March,  1871,  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasury  of  St  Kitts,  exclusive  of  special  accounts,  was  21,921/.  2$.  9d, 
This  amount  has  b^n  gradually  absorbed,  partly  by  the  excess  of 
ordinary  expenditure  over  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  by  the  expen- 
ture  on  the  Basseterre  Waterworks,  leaving  a  deficiency  on  the 
Slst  December,  1874,  of  6,130^.  3s.  9d.,  which  was  in  part  met  by 
borrowing  the  amount  at  credit  of  the  Immigration  Account. 

I  have,  &c., 
^Signed)        P.  Burns,  Auditor-General. 


Sir,  Government  OflSce,  May  24,  1875. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  Blue  Book  of  this 
Presidency  for  the  year  1874. 

Taxes,  Duties,  and  Fees, 

2.  Under  the  provisions  of  Acts  Nos.  8  and  9  of  1874,  the  fees, 
formerly  paid  to  the  Judffe  and  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  were  made  payable  into  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the 
Presidency,  salaries  in  lieu  thereof  having  been  appropriated  to  these 
oflScers.  These  laws  took  effect  from  the  2nd  day  of  September  in 
that  year. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditv/re. 

3.  The  revenue  of  the  Presidency  for  the  year  1874  from  all 
sources  was  22,421Z.  13s.  4i;,  and  the  expenditure  appears  in  the 
comparative  yearly  statement  in  the  Blue  Book  to  have  been 
27,7o4Z.  13».  Id!. ;  but  to  that  latter  amount  must  be  added  the  sum 
of  3,168?.  19«.  8cZ.,  which  was  due  for  public  services  rendered  in  the 
previous  year,  and  which,  although  actually  paid  in  1874,  was,  in 
compliance  with  the  Governor's  instructions,  and  with  the  view  of 
in  future  carrying  into  effect  the  Colonial  Regulation  No.  340a, 
written  back  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditure  for  the  year 
1873,  in  order  that  the  year's  exact  expenditure  for  1874  might  be 
capable  of  strict  comparison  with  that  authorized  in  the  annual 
estimates. 

4.  The  revenue  for  1874  had  been  estimated  at  28,587Z.  18«.  bd., 
but,  owing  to  the  reason  given  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  my  last 
Blue  Book  Report,  the  sugar  crop  fell  far  short  of  the  anticipated 
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quantity,  and  the  consequence  was  a  still  further  reduction  of  the 
available  cash  balance  in  the  Treasury. 

5.  I  was  enabled,  however,  to  keep  the  expenditure  within  the 
amount  voted  for  that  purpose,  for  while  the  original  and  supplemen- 
tary estimates  authorized  payments  to  the  amount  of  29,953^.  ll^.  Id., 
the  total  disbursements  reached,  as  has  been  above  stated,  only 
27,7647.  13«.  Id. 

6.  The  total  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  last  two  years  will, 
therefore,  when  corrected  as  explained,  stand  as  follows : — 


St.  KiTTs. 


1873  -       -   - 

1874  - 

Decrease    -   £ 


Berenae. 


£  i.  d. 
24,748  18  10 
22,421  13    4 


2,327    5    6 


Ezpenditore. 


£  s,  d. 
87,593  7  4 
27,764  13  1 


9,828  14  8 


7.  But  as  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1873  is  thus  rendered  excep- 
tional, I  think  it  right  to  give  the  following  Tables,  showing  the 
actual  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Presidency  for  the  ten  years 
ended  the  31st  December,  1873,  with  an  explanation  of  the  principal 
causes  of  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  balance  which  formerly  existed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Colony. 

TABLE  I. 

A  Statement  ahowiog  the  actaal  Bbyenus  and  Expemditcbb  of  the  PBBsmBNOY 
for  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Exccm  of                 Excess  of 

Year. 

Revenue. 

EzpeDditore. 

the  Ezpenditore.   j      the  Receipts. 

£          S.      d. 

£          9.     d. 

£        t.    d. 

£        s.     d. 

1864      - 

19,445    5    6 

21,257    5    4 

— 

1,811  19  10 

1865-        -    - 

25.076  17    3 

22.259    7  10 

2.817    9    6 

— 

1866     - 

24,504  12    5 

24,925  17    6 

— 

421    5    1 

1867-        -    - 

26,317    1    7 

26.092  17    6 

224    4    1 

— 

1868     - 

33,897    0  10 

30,519  16  11 

3,377    3  11 

— 

1869-        -    - 

29,812    1    2 

27,584    2    6 

2.227  18    8 

— 

1870     - 

31.457  17    8 

26.721    4    6 

4,736  13    2 

— 

1871-        -   - 

31,399  15    9 

34,998    0    6 

— 

3.598    4    9 

1872     - 

26,364    6    0 

32.420    7    8 

— 

6,056    1    8 

1873-        -   - 

24.748  18  10 

37.593    7    4 

— 

12,844    8    6 

273.123  17    0 

284,372    7    7 

13,383    9    3 

24,731  19  10 

8.  In  1867  a  special  tax  of  25  per  cent,  was  imposed  on  the 
import  duty,  the  export  dutjr,  and  on  licences,  in  order  to  raise  an 
amount  calculated  to  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense  of  introducing 
a  better  supply  of  water  into  the  town  of  Basseterre. 
From  these  sources  there  was  collected : — 

£        8.     d. 

In  1867 1,217    3    2 

1868 5,074  14    4 

1869 4,484    9    9 

1870 3,248  19    2 


£14,025    6    5 
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St.  Kittb,  9^  In  the  above  Table,  it  would  appear  that  during  the  four  jears 
mentioned  there  was  an  aggregate  receipt  over  expenditure  •  of 
10,565/.  19s.  lOd.  But  this  was  entirely  owing  to  the  collections 
under  the  foregoing  special  tax,  imposed  for  a  special  object,  and  had 
that  special  tax  not  been  imposed,  there  would  actually  have  been  an 
aggregate  deficiency  of  3,459Z.  6«.  Id.  on  the  four  years  from  1867 
to  1870,  both  inclusive. 

10.  What  then  was  the  state  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Island  up  to 
the  close  of  the  year  1870  ?  Deducting  14,025/.  6».  5d.,  which,  as 
stated,  was  a  special  collection,  from  the  ordinary  income,  we  have 
a  total  receipt  of  176,485/.  IO5.,  against  a  total  expenditure  of 
179,360/.  12«.  Id.^  or  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of 
2,875/.  2a.  Id.  for  the  years  1864  to  1870,  both  inclusive. 

11.  In  the  three  following  years,  however,  the  expenditure  upon 
the  waterworks  is  thus  shown  in  the  Treasury  books : — 

£        ».   d. 

In  1871 7,369    7  11 

1872 3,161    2    9 

1873 3,576  14    7 


14,107    5    3 
Add  preliminary  expense  of  survey.  Captain 

Warburton's  Report,  opening  track,  &c.     1,080    1    4 

£15,187    6    7 

or  1,162/.  Oa.  2d.  in  excess,  up  to  that  date,  of  the  sum  actually 
collected  in  the  four  years  1867  to  1870  for  that  purpose,  which  had 
consequently  to  be  paid,  in  addition  to  1,089/.  3a.  since  spent  on 
these  works,  out  of  tne  general  revenue,  in  all  16,276/.  9a.  7d.,  or  a 
total  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  collections  of  2,251/.  3a.  2d. 

12.  With  these  explanations,  then,  we  have  for  the  ten  years  1864 
to  1873  :— 

£  «.  <f. 
An  expenditure  of  -  -  -  -  284,372  7  7 
And  a  revenue  of 273,023  17     0 


Or  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue 

of £11,848  10    7 

13.  Again,  putting  aside  the  special  receipts  (14,025t  6a.  hd.)  on 
account  of  the  waterworks,  the  revenue  for  tne  same  ten  years  wouM 
be  258,998/.  10a. -7^.,  or  an  average  annual  revenue  of  25,899/.  17a.  \d. 

14.  In  like  manner,  very  legitimately  excluding  the  special  expen- 
diture for  the  same  purpose  (15,187/.  Qs.  7d.),  and  the  arrears  which 
were  written  back  from  1874  (3,168/.  19a.  8d.),  together  18,356/.  6a.  Sd., 
we  have  a  total  expenditure  of  266,016/.  la.  4d!.,  or  an  average  annual 
expenditure  of  26,601/.  12a.  2d. 

15.  Before  concluding  this  portion  of  my  Report,  I  give  a  memo- 
randum, which  was  prepared  by  the  Receiver-Greneral,  and  laid 
before  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  the  montii  of  August,  1874, 
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showing  at  that  date  to  what  causes,  in  his  opinion,  was  attributable     St.  Krrrs, 
the  gradual  absorption  of  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  together  with 
Tables  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  years  1871  to  1873 
in  detail. 

Retubn  No.  1. 

Memorandum  showing  to  what  causes  the  deficit  in  the  Finances 
of  the  Island  may  be  principally  attributed  :— 

£       8.     d. 

Short  collection  in  year  1871  and  1873,  as 
compared  with  the  three  preceding  years, 
less  cavalry  tax— 848Z.  10a.  8d.     -        -   1,452  15    7 
Extraordinary  expenditure : — 

Grant  for  repairs  of  bouses  of  the  poor 
damaged  by  hurricane  of  1871  -        -    -   1,600    0    0 

Grants  for  a  hospital  at  Sandy  Point  -        -      776  15    3 

Grants  for  extra  relief  to  the  poor  through- 
out the  Island 638  18    1 

Paid  for  traction  engine,  &c.  -        -    -    1,194    9    3 

Paid  for  cavalry  in  excess  of  the  sum  col- 
lected     ..-..-.   1,094  11     0 

Paid  for  repairs  of  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ments       2,381     0    6 

Paid  over  and  above  the  total  amount  col- 
lected for  waterworks         -        -        -    -    1,298    1  10 

Paid  pensions.  Treasurer,  Auditor-General, 
and  President  of  Assembly         -        -    -   1,624    3    0 

£11,860  14    8 

Ebtubk  No.  2. 
Rbvkntjb,  St.  Kittb— Years  1871, 1872, 1878. 


Heads  of  Receipts. 

Amoimta,  1871. 

Amounts,  1872. 

Amounts,  1878. 

Import  duties     -       -       -       - 
Ba:port     „ 

„      tonnage  -       -       -       - 

Cayalrytax 

Tonnage  and  package 
Liquor  licences      -       -       -   - 
Game        „       -        -       -       - 
Boatmen,  porters',  and  l^utohers*^ 

licences / 

Dog  licences      -        -        -        - 
Impt.  Town  Basseterre   (Land\ 

sold) -/ 

Fines,  fees,  and  forfeitures  - 

Post  office 

Beimbursement  B.  B.  Loan 
Miscellaneous  receipts    - 

£        <.     d. 
15,196  15    8 
3,416    6  11 
1,877  13    8 
2,958  14    4 
1,958    7  11 
2.541    5    0 
2    0    0 

61    9    2 

48  15    0 

15    0    0 

1,091  19  5 
224  17  11 

1,186  15  11 
879  15    8 

£        t.*   d. 

14,375    2  10 

1,774    7    8 

880    9    1 

1,479    8    4 

1,303  12    7 

2,493  15    0 

3    0    0 

50    0    0 

89  11    8 

931    8    6 

210    1    6 

2,047    4    9 

776  14    6 

13.100    2    5 
2,214  19    6 
1,127    2    4 
1,940  13    8 
1,260    6    8 
2,208  15    0 
6    0    0 

48  15    0 

59    8    4 

940  18    6 

218    1    1 

1,122  17    5 

506    4    4 

81,899  15    9 

26,864    6    0 

24,748  18  10 

£82,518    0    7 

E  2 
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St,  Kittb. 


Return  Ko.  3. 
ExPiNDiTUBE,  St.  Kittb— Years  1871, 1872, 1873. 


Heads  of  Expendilure. 

18Y1. 

18Y2. 

1873. 

.Total,  3  yeaiB. 

£       t.     &, 

£        t. 

d. 

£        t.     d. 

£       t,     d. 

Secretary  to  Govern-^ 
ment     -        -        -/ 

500'  0    0 

166  13 

4 

— 

660  13    4 

Auditor-C^eneral  -   - 

400    0    0 

200    0 

0 

— 

600    0    0 

Preeident,  &o.   - 

— 

600    0 

0 

965  14    6 

1,565  14    6 

General  Government,) 

Leeward  Islands    -, 

Legislatiye  department 

"" 

492    7 

6 

756  17    3 

1,249    4    9 

254  19    5 

150    0 

0 

100    0    0 

504  19    5 

Treasury  ditto       -   - 

558    9  10 

285    4  11 

1,254  16    7 

2,098  11    4 

Revenue  ditto  - 

1.083  14    9 

1,049    1 

11 

347  17    2 

2,480  13  10 

Revenue  services,  E.E. 

— 

42  12 

0 

— 

42  12    0 

Roads         -        -     - 

378  15    0 

401    5 

0 

393  11  10 

1,173  11  10 

Roads,  streets,  bridgel 

2,463    8  10 

2,279    3 

6 

3,636  13    6 

8,379    0  10 

Post  office 

150    0    0 

115  11 

10 

132    7  11 

397  19    9 

S.  oemeterv  -        -   - 
Ditto  incidental 

81  18    2 

86  11 

9 

82  11     1 

251     1     0 

25    0    0 

25    0 

0 

25    0    0 

75    0    0 

Sanitary  and  registra- 
tion      -        -        -/ 

50    0    0 

50    0 

0 

50    0    0 

150    0    0 

Ditto  incidental    -    - 

804  11     9 

801  13 

1 

705  15    6 

2,312    0    4 

Works  and  buildings 

100    0    0 

16  13 

4 

— 

116  13    4 

Ditto  repairs,  works,! 
&c.         "        •        "/ 

1,311  17  11 

1,101  10  10 

1.716    3    2 

4,129  11  11 

Rents   -        -        -    - 

183    3    8 

187    6 

9 

178    3    8 

548  14    1 

Judicial    -        -        - 

1,793  16    5 

1,468    2 

3 

1,692  11    9 

4,954  10    5 

Administration        of 
justice       -        -   -, 

382  18    7 

390    4 

9 

358  10    1 

1,131  13    5 

Ecclesiastical    - 

1,897    6    4 

1,799  12 

3 

1,873  10    0 

5,570    8    7 

Ditto  organists,  sex-l 
tons,  repairs      -   -j 
Education 

195    6    8 

2.381    5, 

3 

303  13    7 

2,880    5    6 

414  15    0 

539  10 

0 

793  17    0 

1,747    2    0 

Ditto     for    teachers, 
prizes,  books,  &c.  -. 

678  10    3 

564  13 

4 

822  16    4 

1.565  19  11 

Medical  relief    - 

1.399  19  11 

1,400    0 

0 

1,350    0    0 

4.149  19    1 

Police  -        .        -   . 

1,568    3    5 

1,531  16 

4 

1,560    9  10 

4,660    9    7 

Police  and  gaols 

1,398    3    6 

1,600  11 

7 

1,892  16    2 

4,891  11    8 

Fire  company        -    - 

328    9    1 

248    0 

6 

275    6    0 

851  15    7 

Pensions,  &o.     - 

166    0  10 

745    5 

4 

887    9  10 

1,798  16    0 

Charitable  allowances 

1,031  17    3 

597    1 

6 

49  16  10 

1,678  15    7 

Hospital   - 

1,939    7    2 

2,408    8 

9 

3,032    3    8 

7,379  19    2 

S.  P.  hospital        -   - 

— 

298  12 

9 

402    7    3 

696    0    0 

Town  warden   - 

— 

249    0 

6 

358  19    3 

607  19  10 

Federal  council    -   - 

— 

77  12 

6 

10    8    4 

88    0  10 

Miscellaneous      pay-1 
ments  -       - 

1,266    5    2 

1,036  16 

9 

1,353  17    9 

3,656  19    2 

Interest     - 

1,004  11     3 

435    7 

6 

414    0    0 

1,853  18    9 

Waterworks  -        -   - 

7.369    7  11 

3,161    2 

9 

3,576  14    7 

14,107    5    8 

MUitia      . 

2,432  11    3 

2,520    7 

7 

2.520    3    4 

7,473    1  11 

Basseterre     building^ 
loan  -       -       -   -J 

1.384  16    2 

669    8  10 

1,026  17    4 

3,081    2    4 

Drawbacks,  &c 



251  10  11 

23    7    8 

274  18    7 

Arrears  carried  back 
from  1874  -       -   -/ 

— 

— 

3,168  19    8 

3,168  19    8 

£ 

34,998    0    6 

32,420    7 

8 

37,593    7    4 

105,011  15    6 

16.  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  examining  these  figures,  because 
it  is  a  favourite  exclamation  with  those  who  continue  dissatisfied  with 
the  Federation  of  these  Islands,  that  our  annual  deficit  must  be 
attributable  to  that  measure  alone.     Now  what  is  the  truth  ?     The 
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sum  voted  for  the  general  government  of  the  Leeward  Islands  in  our     St.  Kttts. 
estimates  for  1875  amounts  to  l,700t 

The  salaries  paid  before  Federation  were  as  follows : — 

£ 

Secretary    -        - 1,700 

£ 

Secretary  to  Government    .        -        -        -  400 
Auditor-General     -        -        -        -        -    -  300 

•Clerk  (half)      - 50 

Chief  Justice 600 

and  fees 250 

Attorney-General  -        -        -        -        -    -  300 

1,900 

Or  a  saving  of         -        -        -        -        .    £200 

But  in  the  middle  of  1872  the  L^islature  sanctioned  an  annual 
expenditure  for  certain  purposes,  viz. : — 

£ 

For  Sandy  Point  Hospital 500 

For  reliei  of  out-door  poor  -        -        .        -    -  740 

And  if  it  be  legitimate  to  here  add  the  President's 

salary  of 800 

And  authorized,  but  not  yet  paid,  for  telegraph  service  800 

We  have  a  total  of        -        -        -        -        £2,840 

Which,  added  to  tne  previous  annual  estimates,  fully  accounts  for  the 
increased  liability  of  the  Presidency  ;  for  the  payment  of  salaries  in 
lieu  of  fees,  the  recent  additions  to  the  pension  list,  and  the  per  contra 
payment  of  fees  into  the  Treasury,  and  other  small  savings,  about 
balance  one  another. 

17.  And  it  is  a  painful  fact  that  three  consecutive  years  of  very 
dry  weather  has  so  diminished  our  anticipated  crops,  that,  carefully 
as  the  estimated  expenditure  may  be  framed,  the  Executive  has  not 
had  it  within  his  power  to  meet  the  authorized  disbursements  out  of 
the  annual  revenue,  raised  principally  from  import  and  export  duties, 
which  to  a  great  extent  expand  or  contract  together. 

18.  Measures,  however,  have  been  taken  during  the  course  of  this 
year  with  the  view  of  meeting  the  anticipated  deficiency  in  the 
revenue ;  and  the  experience  of  the  last  nine  months  of  1875  will 
enable  us  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  method  adopted, 
or  whether  some  other  mode  of  securing  the  uecessaiy  funds  for 
efficiently  carrying  on  the  Government  may  be  preferable ;  and  in  the 
meantime,  authority  has  been  given  to  meet  the  immediate  demands 
on  the  Treasury  by  borrowing  available  public  funds,  lodged  in  the 
Colonial  Bank,  at  interest,  in  the  hope  that  a  few  favourable  seasons 
will  enable  us  to  repay  the  amount  borrowed,  and  so  avoid  the  raising 
of  a  loan  or  increased  taxation. 

*  Clerk  now  reooives  50/.  as  clerk  to  the  pre-auditor,  or  one  half  of  his  fonner 
salary. 
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Sr^^KiTra.  Leffislotion. 

19.  Sixteen  Acts  received  the  Royal  assent,  amongst  which 
were : — 

No.  7.  To  disestablish  and  to  regulate  the  gradual  disendowment 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Saint  Christopher  and  Anguilla,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Populaiion, 

20.  The  following  Tables  I  have  prepared  in  as  careful  a  manner 
as  a  first  attempt  in  this  Presidency  enabled  me  to  accomplish.  In 
the  future  returns  of  **  Classification  of  Deaths,"  I  have  made 
arrangements  to  render  fiiUer  information,  as  to  the  a^  above  14, 
when  death  occurred ;  and  when  two  or  more  years  shall  have  passed 
important  information  will  be  obtained,  and  the  materials  for  com- 
parison collected. 

21.  The  census  returns  in  April,  1871,  gave 

the  population  as      -        -        -        -        -  28,169 

The  Registrar's  returns  give  the  births  since 

that  date  as 4,682 

And  the  deaths 4,192 

Or  an  increase  of    -        -        -        -        -    -  490 

Showing  the  present  probable  population  by 
natural  increase  to  be       -        -        -        -  28,659 

22.  There  were  116  marriages  registered  during  the  year,  and 
there  were  434  successful  cases  of  vaccination  returned. 

28.  The  corrected  returns  up  to  the  31st  December,  1873,  gave  a 
population  of  28,466,  and  during  1874  there  were  registered  1,203 
births,  or  42*96  per  1,000;  which  I  believe  to  be  afi)ve  the  West 
India  average ;  and  1,010  deaths,  or  35*48  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation—or,  as  nearly  as  possible,  0*75  per  cent  excess  of  births 
over  deaths. 

24  When  the  R^istrar- General  of  Great  Britain  writes: — 
"Whenever  the  mortality  exceeds  17  in  1*000  there  is  much 
**  sanitary  work  to  be  done  " — and  we  find,  as  above,  that  our  death- 
rate  is  just  double  those  figures,  one  is^naturally  anxious  to  know  the 
cause. 

26.  On  examination  of  the  Table  I  have  prepared,  I  find  that  out 
of  the  1,010  deaths,  no  less  than  401  occurred  to  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  56  of  whom  were  premature,  and  109  of  whom  were 
still-bom.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  cause, 
numbering  313,  are  classed  under  "  Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver, 
"  and  other  Organs  of  Digestion,"  firom  which  infants  and  persons  over 
14  years  of  age  appear  to  have  sufiiered  equally  severely. 

26.  There  is  httle  doubt  also  that  from  gross  carelessness  and 
ignorance,  many  children  are  lost  in  parturition,  notwithstanding  the 
provbion  the  country  has  made  for  the  attendance  of  skilled  medical 
aid;  and  the  subsequent  mismanagement  of  infant  life  by  inex- 
perienced gurls,  whose  maternal  functions  are  performed  in  a  per- 
functory manner  to  their  illegitimate  offspring,  are,  together,  grounds 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*HEIl  majesty's  colonial  MSSESSIONa  71 

sufficient  to  account  for  the  large  proportion  of  mortality  at  that  age,       ^-Kitts. 
rather  than  for  any  suspicion  of  intentional  cruelty  or  foul  play  being 
practised. 

27.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  even  married 
emale  labourers  are  weighted  with  many  difficulties  and  sore  trials 

from  which  their  more  fortunate  sisters,  in  better  social  circumstances, 
are  exempt.  Having  one  or  more  children  in  their  little  hut, 
both  parents  are  compelled  to  go,  often  to  considerable  distances,  to 
their  work,  the  practice  generally  being  to  lock  the  door  on  the 
children,  when  they  may  cry  their  little  hearts  out,  without  any  food 
or  aid,  until  the  return  of  their  mother ;  when  fagged  and  exhausted, 
and  perhaps  without  sufficient  nourishment  for  herself,  I  am  told  she 
has  sometimes  to  supply  the  craving  of  her  infant  from  an  inadequate 
or  tainted  source,  while  insufficient  and  unassimilative  food  is  given 
to  the  others. 

28.  These  and  other  causes,  such  as  over-crowding  at  night,  when 
every  cranny  in  their  dwellings,  which  might  admit  fresh  air,  is  most 
carefully  stopped  up,  are  additional  reasons,  and  undoubtedly  con- 
tribute to  much  of  the  infant  mortality  unhappily  so  prevalent  in  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  from  which  St.  Christopher  cannot  claim 
exemption. 

Ecclesiasticdl. 

29.  Acts  No.  7  and  13  of  1874  provide  for  the  disestablishment 
and  regulate  the  gradual  disendowment  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Saint  Christopher  and  Anguilla,  the  rights  of  the  existing  rectors, 
and  the  annual  votes  for  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  present 
organists  and  sextons,  so  long  as  the  present  rectors  shall  continue  in 
the  care  of  their  several  parishes,  are  reserved. 

The  right  to  hold  assemblies,  synods,  or  conventions,  and  to  elect 
representatives  thereto,  for  framing  constitutions  and  regulations  is 
secured.  A  Church  Council  is  formed,  consisting  of  the  bishop,  the 
clergy,  and  representatives  of  the  laity,  the  latter  being  elected  by 
baptized  laymen  of  21  years  and  upwards.  Three  laymen  are 
appointed  by  the  Church  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Grovernor, 
a  corporation,  under  the  style  of  **  Church  Commissioners,"  with  power 
to  receive,  hold,  manage,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  by  all  lawful 
ways  and  means,  all  kinds  of  Church  property,  real  and  personal,  and 
the  Governor  may  vest  in  such  corporate  body  such  property, 
provided  that  they  shall  not  sell  or  exchange  the  churches,  church 

f  rounds,  or  parsonages,  and  that  if  any  of  the  places  of  worship  or 
ouses  remain  unused  for  more  than  one  year,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  to  resume  possession  and  apply  them  to  any  religious 
or  educational  purpose ;   the  rights  to  vaults  and  burial  places  being 
reserved  to  the  owners  thereof. 
No  vacancies  have  occurred  since  the  passing  of  the  Acts  in  question. 

Edueaiion. 

30.  I  subjom  the  report  by  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  which  is  the 
last  of  a  strictly  local  character  which  will  be  submitted,  Mr.  Marshal 
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having  accepted  the  appointment  of  Inspector  under  the  Federal  Act 
of  ihe  General  Council,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
January  in  the  present  year. 

Imports  and  Eojporta. 

'  31.  The  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  two  last  years 
was  as  detailed  in  the  following  Table : — 


Imports  ftom 

Exports  to. 

Coantriee. 

1873.               1               18t4. 

18t3.               1               19Y4. 

United  Eingdom  and  others 
BritiBh  West  Indies     - 
British  North  America    -   - 
Foreign  coantries 
Foreign  West  Indies       -   - 
United  States  of  America    - 

£         «.    d.               £          <.    d. 

75,612    6    0       64.309    8  11 

21,716    2    8       18,739  17    9 

9,684  19    9         5.158    1    2 

5,290  15    6  ,      5,085  16    8 
50,051    8    6  1    35,517  10    7 

£          g.     d. 

155,375  19    9 
9,258    8    9 
1,620    5  11 

11,570    6    9 
2.138    8    1 

£         #.   d 

119,829    7  10 

9.852  14    6 

1.377    7    0 

10,793    3    1 
4,290    7    0 

162,355  12    5 
128,810  14    8 

128,810  14    8 

179,963    9    3     146,142  19    5 
146,142  19    5  1 

Showing  a  decrease  of      £ 

33,544  17    9 

33,820    9  10  1 

These  figures  tell  their  own  tale — a  short  crop,  little  circulation  of 
money,  and  diminished  importations.  The  exportation  of  the 
prindpal  articles  of  local  manufacture  for  the  last  five  years  was : — 


Yeaw.       Sugar. 

Value. 

Rum. 

Yaluou 

Molasses.  |          Value.          |      Total  Values. 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 

hbds. 
12,961 
14,202 
7,100 
9,315 
8,317 

£        «.     d. 
219,224  10    6 
226,321  13    4 
113,396  13    4 
148,860    0    0 
110,564    3    4 

puns. 
788 
907 
304 
588 

1,195 

£       $,    d.    \       gals. 
7,092    0    0  '    362,093 
8,157  10    0      445,372 
2,736    0    0      164,948 
5,296    0    0      169.065 
18,445  17    6      173,420 

£         $.     d.            £         t.     d. 

16,093    0    0  ,  242,409  10    6 

19,792  10    0    254,271  13    4 

7,331    0    0    123,463  13    4 

7,514    0    0    161,670    0    0 

6,503    5    0  '  130,513    5  10 

51,895 

818,367    0    6 

8,782 

36,727    7    6  1,314,898    57,233  15    0  .  912,328    3    0 

The  other  produce  shipped  consisted  of: — 


Salt 


bushels. 
13,576 


Potatoes. 


bushels. 
4,846 


Arrowroot. 


lbs. 
1,500 


Tous-les-Mois. 


lbs. 
44,834 


Preserves. 


gals. 
840 


Pickles. 


gals. 
6.300 


Shipping. 
32.  The  tonnage  employed  inwards  was : — 


WithOogo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Men. 

Vessels. 

Tods. 

Vessels. 

Tons.' 

\  Vessels.  |       Tons. 

544 

19,473 

214 

5,516 

1    738 

24,989 

2,998 
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The  tonnage  outwards  was — 


St.  Kptts. 


with  Cwgo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Men. 

Veeaelfl. 

Tons. 

Vessels.  |       Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

655 

20,479 

100 

4,092 

755 

24,571 

3,060 

Considerable  improvements  are  being  effected  by  the  enteqjrising 
lessee  of  the  Salt  Ponds.  One  crushing  and  one  grinding  machine 
have  been  erected,  and  very  fine  and  beautiful  table  salt  is  now  made 
which,  when  it  becomes  more  generally  known,  will  to  a  great  extent 
supersede  the  article  now  imported.  The  crushed  salt  is  manu- 
factured for  the  North  American  markets,  and  finds  a  ready  sale  in 
the  provinces,  where  the  curing  of  fish  is  practised,  and  I  trust  that 
by  this  means  a  reciprocal  trade  in  the  commodities  produced  by  each 
may  spring  up,  and  be  encouraged,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
North  and  South.  Preparations  are  also  being  made  for  running  out 
a  jetty,  and  establishing  a  careening  ground  near  the  beach,  which  is 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  which  will  prove  a  great  benefit  to 
vessels  requiring  cleaning  and  temporary  repairs  under  the  water 
line. 

Oaoh  and  Prisoners. 

33.  The  total  number  of  persons  committed   to  gaol  in   1874 
was: — 

Men  -    384 

Women 129 

Juveniles  under  14  -        -        -        -       16 


Of  whom  there  were  previously  convicted  : — 

Once  -        -        -        -        - 

Twice       -        -        -        -        - 
Three  or  more  times       -        -        - 


529 


58 

40 

151 

249 


The  oSly  average  number  in  prison  was  a  little  over  77,  and  there 
were  two  deaths  during  the  year.  The  total  cost  of  this  establish- 
ment for  1874  was  1,174Z.  14s.  4cZ.  The  gaol  building  has  for  many 
years  beeji  reported  as  deficient  in  accommodation,  especially  for 
women.  After  careful  examination  of  the  premises,  and  finding  that 
the  food  for  the  prisoners  was  supplied  by  a  contractor,  I  caused, 
shortly  after  my  arrival,  the  removal  of  a  stone  kitchen  from  the 
yard  attached  to  the  women's  quarters,  and  the  erection  of  an  open 
shed  under  which  the  female  prisoners  are  employed,  in  compliance 
with  the  prison  rules.  This  has  added  considerably  to  the  improved 
circulation  of  air  in  the  yard  and  cells,  and  the  introduction  of 
Moule's  dry-earth  system  here,  as  in  the  other  public  institutions, 
which  I  have  carried  into  effect,  has  contributed  to  the  cleanliness 
and  health  of  both  divisions  of  the  gaol. 
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The  men's  Quarters  I  found  infested  with  vermin,  and  I  ascertained 
that  neither  pamt  nor  lime-wash  had  been  applied  to  any  portion  of  the 
gaol  for  upwards  of  eight  years.  The  destruction  of  the  vermin  and 
the  lime  washing  were  proceeded  with  at  once,  and  1  have  but 
recently  completed  the  repainting  of  the  whole  interior  of  the  gaol, 
the  hospital,  and  the  gaolers'  quarters. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

34.  Information  under  this  head  has  now  been  supplied  for  1873 
and  1874,  and  the  comparison  gives  the  following  results : — 


Offences. 


Against  the  person    •       -       -       -       - 

Prtedial  larceny 

Against  property  other  than  prsdial  larceny 
Against  Master  and  Servants  Act  -  -  - 
Other  offences  ------ 


No.  ofPeraons 

No.  sent  for  Trial  to 

ramm&rily  convicted. 

Supreme  Court. 

1873.        1       18t4.  1 

1873. 

1874. 

384 

591 

28 

24 

90 

68 

— 

— 

276 

885 

40 

41 

102 

143 

— 

— 

1.198 

1,072 

13 

29 

2,000 

2,259 

81 

94 

The  following  punishments  were  inflicted  by  the  magistrates  on  the 
persons  so  summarily  convicted : — 

1873  1874 

Fine      - l|544  1,"793 

Imprisonment  in  lieu  of  fine          -        -  274  286 

Peremptory  imprisonment        -        -    -  150  129 

Whipping 6  3 

Bound  over 26  48 

2,000        2,259 

The  number  discharged  for  want  of  prosecution,  &c.,  was  1758, 
and  the  number  of  cases  dismissed  on  the  merits  was  1,099. 
The  number  of  convictions  in  the  Supreme  Court  were  : — 

1873  1874 

For  ofiences  against  the  person     -        -  17  10 

„  Praedial  larceny         .        -        -    -  10  12 
„  Ofiences  against  property  other  than 

preedial  larceny          -        -        .  8  26 

„  Other  oflfences  -         -        -        .    -  1  2 

36  _50 

The  number  of  persons  acquitted  -         22  20 

Eoepitals. 

35.  The  Cunningham  and  Sandy  Point  Hospitals  continue  in  the 
same  efficient  condition  as  when  I  last  reported  on  them.  I  have  taken 
occasion  to  viut  these,  and  the  other  puDlic  institutions  of  tibe  Pt'esi- 
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dency,  several  times  during  the  year,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  a  very 
favourable  opinion  of  those  visited  expressed  by  the  Governor  after  his 
Excellency's  recent  inspection.  The  following  Table  gives  a  synopsis 
of  the  transactions  in  the  two  hospitals  during  the  past  year : 


St.  Eim. 


No.  remain- 
ing in 
Hospital  on 
Jan.  1, 1874. 

No.  admitted 

No.  of  PlKUento  diacharged. 

No 

Ttatt 

of 

No.  of 
PaUente  re- 
maining on 
Dec.  31, 1874. 

daring  the 
year  1874. 

Cured. 

ReUeve 

Not  Im- 
proved. 

wlio  died 
during  1874. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

,F.  1  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

In  Cunningbam) 
Hospital     -f 

S9 

46 

137 

93 

79 

45 

21 

14 

1 

— 

29 

81 

70 

44 

„  Sandy  Point  , 
Hospital     -r 

8 

8 

37 

15 

26 

9 

4 

2 

— 

— 

7 

4 

10 

T 

67 

63 

174 

108 

104 

64 

26 

16 

1 

- 

36 

35 

80 

61 

The  cost  of  the  two  institutions  for  1874  was : — 

£       8,     d. 

For  salaries  at  Cunningham  Hospital  -        -     355     0    0 

„    maintenance,  including  medicines      -    -  1,804    8    8 

„    salaries  at  Sandy  Point  Hospital  -        -       70     0     0 

„    maintenance        „              99        -        - 

428  15  11 

2,658    4 

7 

36.  The  superintendent  of  the  Cunningham  Hospital  continued 
the  out-door  relief  to  the  sick  poor  and  lepers,  and  the  distressed  and 
aged  poor  received  a  daily  food  supply  from  the  kitchen  established 
in  1873,  and  described  in  last  year  s  Report,  at  an  average  annual 
cost  of  31,  lis.  3d.  each,  for  about  one  hundred  who  were  placed  on 
the  list 

Present  and  Future. 

37.  From  reliable  information  imparted  to  me  by  experienced 
proprietors  and  attorneys,  as  well  as  from  personal  olJservation,  and 
my  knowledge  of  the  produce  shipped  to  date,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  my  estimate  of  this  year's  exports  will  be  realized,  while 
the  young  canes  appear  vigorous,  giving  good  promise  for  the  future. 
But  as  next  year's  crop  is  very  much  dependent  on  the  rain  which 
may  fall  about  the  month  of  October,  no  reliable  prognostication  can 
as  yet  be  made  as  to  what  will  be  the  result  of  this  year's  preparatory 
cultivation. 

I  have,  &c., 

Alex.  W.  Moir,  President. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.         &c         &c. 
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Inspeotob's  Keport  for  Quarter  BNDiNa  December  31,  1874, 
AND  ON  the  Children's  Publio  Examination. 

Laid  before  His  Honour  the  President,  January  4, 1875. 

Present  the  following  Council  of  Advice. 

The  Hon.  and  Ven.  the  Archdeacon. 
Rey.  T.  M.  Chambers,  Rev.  A.  L.  Thaeler, 
H.  W.  Marshal,  Esquire. 
Sir, 

As  it  was  reasonably  certain  that  the  quarter  just  concluded 
would  be  the  last  under  the  existing  arrangements  as  to  our  elemen- 
tary schools,  I  was  the  less  concerned  at  having,  from  extra  calls 
upon  my  time  and  from  somewhat  critical  health,  to  find  myself  con- 
strained to  leave  tho  more  out-lying  schools  unvisited.  In  those 
visited,  some  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number,  I  observed  the  con- 
dition of  things  usual  for  the  time  of  year ;  and,  though  met  with 
accounts  of  much  sickness  prevailing,  and  of  slackness  of  work 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  quarter,  I  did  not  notice,  nor  do  the 
returns  show,  any  falling  off  in  attendance  average. 

From  the  Christmas  examination  the  total  number  of  entries  was 
two  in  excess  of  those  for  the  year  before,  while  in  separate  subjects 
the  entries,  and,  in  spite  of  too  numerous  absentees,  the  numbers 
examined,  were  in  most  instances  greater  also  than  for  that  year. 

In  reading  and  spelling,  the  average  performances  fell  distinctly 
short  of  the  standard  of  previous  years  as  regards  style  of  reading ; 
and  in  the  spelling  too  many  mistakes  were  made  to  be  satisfactory, 
I  was  enabled,  [however,  honestly  to  bestow  the  number  of  prizes 
originally  apportioned  to  these  subjects,  after  merely  redudng  the 
third  prize  to  equal  value  with  the  fourth. 

In  writing,  the  boys  showed  a  good  average,  both  as  to  those  who 
gained  prizes,  and  generally ;  the  girls  who  gained  the  two  equal 
first  prizes  wrote  far  better  than  at  any  previous  examination,  but  the 
work  of  the  few  other  girls  competing  was  simply  worthless. 

In  the  boys'  arithmetic  no  good  work  was  done  except  by  those 
who  gained  prizes,  and  yi^hile  tnese  latter  acquitted  themselves 
creditably,  there  was  a  lack  of  the  briskness  and  spirit  which  gave 
special  interest  to  this  subject  in  1873  and  1872.  As  regards  the 
girls,  I  might  simply  transcribe  my  paragraph  on  the  examination 
of  1873. 

In  dictation,  13  competitors  out  of  the  17  present  did  passably, 
though  no  one  whatever  was  quite  free  from  flaw ;  out  of  the  remain- 
ing 4,  the  work  of  3  was  beneath  contempt. 

In  geography,  the  prize-work  was  good,  and  only  one  of  the  com- 
petitors did  discreditably. 

History  was  fair,  though  no  candidate,  either  in  this  subject,  or  in 
geography  or  scripture,  came  at  all  nearly  up  to  the  boy  who  the 
year  before  gained  the  first  prize  in  geography  and  history,  or  to  his 
brother  who  gained  it  in  scripture. 

The  scripture  was  disappointing  on  the  whole,  but  the  full  number 
of  prizes  fairly  .arned. 

The  sewing  and  darning  standards  are  well  known  to  be  very  high, 
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and  from  them  the  prize-work  of  this  year  did  not  notably  deviate  in     St.  Kitts. 
either  direction. 

The  date  on  which  this  Report  is  presented  having  brought  us  under 
the  new  order  of  the  Federal  Education  Act,  and  placed  myself  also 
in  a  new  position,  it  can  hardly  be  inappropriate  for  me  to  devote  a 
few  lines  to  the  prospect  presented. 

To  schools  wnich  in  themselves,  as  places  of  real  instruction, 
deserve  aid,  I  conceive  that  the  system  now  called  into  operation  will 
bring  no  pecuniary  disadvantage,  but  rather  the  contrary,  while 
recocnizing  and  tending  to  improve  their  efficiency. 

There  are,  however,  in  this  Island,  and  doubtless  in  the  others  also, 
schools  whose  only  claim  to  aid  at  present  is  that  they  may  be  better 
than  absolutely  no  attempt  at  all  to  provide  elementary  instruction ; 
such  under  the  Federal  system  will  no  doubt  have  to  bestir  them- 
selves, and  to  improve  their  condition,  or  else  will,  as  time  goes  on, 
find  themselves  deservedly  cut  off  from  State  aid. 

At  the  outset,  however,  I  feel  confident  that  the  Government 
generally  will  incline  sufficiently  towards  leniency,  to  give  all  schools 
lutherto  in  receipt  of  Government  aid  a  fair  and  reasonable  chance  of 
bringing  themselves  up  to  the  requisite  standards;  while,  as  per- 
sonally placed  in  charge  of  the  introduction  of  the  Federal  Act,  I 
can  answer  for  my  acting,  so  far  as  duty  wil)  permit,  under  the  view  , 
just  indicated. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  all  teachers,  that  development  of 
mtelligence  is  of  much  greater  importance  than  storing  a  memory 
with  crude  facts,  which  generally  turn  out  of  no  valuable  application, 
niustration  of  the  truth  of  the  last  sentence  has  been  invariably 
forthcoming  at  these  Christmas  examinations,  to  one  whereof  a 
portion  of  this  Report  has  been  devoted. 
I  have,  &c., 

Henby  W.  Marshal, 

H.  M.  Inspector  of  Schools, 

Abstbaot  of  School  Retubns  for  Quarter  ENDiNa 
December  31,  1874. 


Chtrch  of 

England. 

Ko. 

Name  of  school. 

No.  on 
books. 

Average. 

Equal 
bylaw. 

Fees. 

Exempt. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

1 

St  George's    - 

98 

75 

62i 

$     c. 
12  50 

20 

m. 

2 

Salt  Ponds          -   - 

13 

12 

42 

— 

aU 

I. 

8 

St.  Peter's       -        - 

70 

45 

45 

10  01 

— . 

I. 

4 

SLMaiVs  -        -   - 
Christ  Church 

97 

65 

57i 

11  68 

10 

n. 

5 

59 

42 

42 

7  48 

8 

I. 

6 

St.'John's       -        - 

103 

55 

52} 

8  36 

17 

n. 

7  1  Dieppe  Bay         -   - 

74 

42 

42 

9  96 

2 

I. 

8 

St.  Paul's        .        . 

73 

45 

45 

7  68 

42 

I. 

9 

St.  Ann's     -        -    - 

71 

46 

46 

8  50 

10 

I. 

10 

St.  Thomas'    - 

95 

68 

59 

12  00 

15 

n. 

11 

Old  Road    -        -    - 

96 

67 

58J 

12  50 

11 

II. 

12 

Trinity   -       --       - 

108 

70 

60     13  20 

17 

II. 
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St.  Kitts. 

Wbsletan. 

1  1  Basseterre  jnyenile - 

85 

52 

51 

10  12 

5 

n. 

2 

„         infant    - 

60 

42 

42 

6  38 

12 

I. 

3 

Cayon     -        -       - 
Tabernacle-        -   - 

63 

42 

42 

9  60 

3 

I. 

4 

119 

76 

63 

13  58 

14 

in. 

5 

»oir-  ■ . : 

149 

97 

68 

16  06 

23 

m. 

6 

121 

89 

66 

17  50 

12 

in. 

7 

Sandy  Point   - 

128 

65 

57J 

12  00 

17 

n. 

8 

Halfway  Tree      -   - 

75 

48 

48 

8  40 

9 

I. 

9 

Old  Boad        -        - 

94 

46 

46 

10  00 

8 

T. 

10 

Palmet  to  Point  -   - 

67 

40 

40 

720 

8 

L 

MOBAYIAK. 

1 

Basseterre  juvenile  - 
„         infai\J     - 

88 

63 

56J 

16  05 

5 

n. 

2 

71 

48 

48 

7  04 

16 

I. 

8 

Irish  Town      - 

169 

100 

68i 

18  48 

18 

IV. 

4 

New  Town          -   - 

107 

65 

57i 

11  76 

12 

IL 

5 

Bethesda 

130 

91 

66^ 

21  11 

8 

L 

6 

Estridge      -        -   - 

80 

46 

46 

10  46 

5 

m. 

7 

Bethel    -       -       - 

120 

76 

62J 

17  66 

7 

ni. 

Class  I.      includes  schools  whose  average  is  below    50 

99      ■■"■■•                                      »                                      » 

75 

„  111.                                      „                                      „ 

100 

„iv. 

99 

>> 

„      not 

100 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  January  4,  1875,  unanimously 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  returns  and  Report. 

The  Archdeacon  proposed  and  the  Eev.  T.  M.  Chambers 
seconded : — "  That  tne  Inspector's  peculiar  connection  with  the 
"  Council  of  Advice  having  by  law  terminated,  the  best  thanks  of  the 
"  Council  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Marshal  for  the  uniformly  fair  and 
*'  intelligent  manner  in  which  he  has  for  eight  years  and  a  half 
"inspected  and  directed  the  schools  under  his  charge;  and  that  their 
"best  wishes  be  presented  to  him  for  his  future  prosperity  and 
"  success." 

Hekbt  W.  Mabshal,  M.A., 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools. 

Results  op  the  Public  Examination  of  Children  from  the 
Industrial  Schools,  at  the  Court  House,  Christmas,  1874. 

First  Day. 
I.  Beading  and  Spelling. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  Henrietta  Abbott,  Bas.  Mor. 

2nd    „        2,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Mor. 
J  3rd     „        1,  George  Steele,  St.  Mary's. 
t3rd     „        1,  Ethel  PhiUips,  Bas.  Wes.  :  ; 

II.  WrUingy  Boys. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  Charles  Burroughs,  Trinity. 

2nd    „        2,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Mor. 

8rd     „        1,  Alfred  Hardtman,  St.  George's. 
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III.  Writing,  Girla. 

(Ist  Prize,  $3,  Ann  E.  Pitt,  Bas.  Mor. 

[1st      „        3,  Miriam  Burgundy,  St  George's. 

IV.  ArWhmeHcy  Boys. 

Ist  Prize,  $3,  Joseph  Seaton,  Bas.  Wes. 
2nd     „        2,  J.  G.  Archibald,  Bas.  Mor. 
2nd     „        2,  W.  H.  Woolward,  St.  George's. 
4th     „        1,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Moravian. 
4th     „        1,  James  Burgundy,  Bas.  do. 

V.  ArUhmetiCj  Qirh. 
Prize,  $2,  Miriam  Burgundy,  St.  George's. 

VI.  Dictation. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Moravian. 
(2nd    „        2,  James  Burgundy,  Bas.  do. 
l2nd    „       2,  Prince  Pogson,  St  Mary's. 

4th     „        1,  George  Steele,       do. 

Second  Day. 

VII.    Oeography. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Moravian. 
2nd    „        2,  Joseph  Seaton,  Bas.  Wes. 
3rd     „        2,  Robert  Fleming,  Bas.  Mor. 
4th     „        1,  Abraham  Woods,  Bas.  Wes. 

VIII.  Eietory. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  Augustus  Henry,  Trinity. 
(2nd    „        2,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Moravian. 
\2nd    „       2,  Robert  Laws,  Bas.  Wesleyan. 

IX,  Seripture. 

1st  Prize,  $3,  John  Bloice,  Bethel  Moravian. 
2nd    „        2,  Alfred  Hardtman,  St.  George's. 
3rd     „        2,  W.  H.  Woolward,       do. 
4th     „        1,  J.  Or.  Archibald,  Bas.  Mor. 

X.   Sewing  {judged  hy  a  Committee  of  Ladies). 

Ist  Prize,  $3,  Therilda  Duport,  Bas.  Wes. 
2nd    „        2,  Susannah  Woodcock,  Bas.  Mon 
3rd     „        1,  Agnes  Boyd,  do. 


St.  Kitts. 
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St.  Kittb.  XI.  Darninff  {judged  hy  a  Committee  of  Ladies). 

Prize,  $3,  Violet  Ann  Williams,  Bas.  Moravian. 

To  J.  J.  Harney,  Teacher  of  Bethel  Moravian  School,  a  gratuity 
of  $5  from  his  Honour  the  President  and  the  Inspector  of  Schools 
for  greatest  aggregate  of  Prizes  gained. 

H.  W.  Marshal,  M.A., 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools. 


No.  13. 


siEBiu  SIERRA  LEONE. 

Leonb.  


No.  13. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  of  Sierra  Leone  to  The 
Earl  op  Carnarvon. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Sierra  Leone, 
My  Lord,  April  8,  1875. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Govemor-m-Chief  at  Sherbro,  I  have 
the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship,  by  his  direction,  the  return 
of  the  state  of  public  health  of  Free  Town  and  British  Sherbro,  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31, 1875. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        J.  S.  Kendall, 

&c.       &c.       &c.  for  Governor  Kortwright. 


Dr.  Lovell  to  Colonial  Secretary. 

January,  1875. 
Monthly  Report  on  the  Health  of  Freetoumy  for  the  information 
of  His  Excellency  the  Jdministraior-in-Chief. 

The  returns  of  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  Freetown  during 
the  month  of  January  show  that  the  general  state  of  health  of  the 
population  has  been  fairly  good,  and  that  the  number  of  deaths  has 
been  somewhat  below  the  average.  As  usual,  many  cases  of  remittent 
and  intermittent  fever  have  occurred,  but  they  have  for  the  most  part 
been  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  have  resulted  from  that  disease. 

There  were  10  cases  treated  in  the  Colonial  Hospital,  and  15  came 
under  my  notice  in  the  town. 

The  most  fatal  of  acute  diseases  amongst  the  population  was  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs.  Six  cases  ^were  admitted  into  the  Colonial 
Hospital,  and  many  others  came  to  my  notice  throughout  the  town, 
several  of  which  proved  fatal. 

Several  cases  of  small-pox  were  reported  to  me ;  only  2  cases  of 
this  disease  were,  however,  treated  in  the  small-pox  hospital. 

With  the  exception  of  small-pox  no  diseases  of  an  infectious  or 
contagious  nature  were  brought  to  my  notice  either  in  Freetown  or  in 
the  Colony  during  the  month  of  January. 

(Signed)        Francis  Lovell, 
:^,C  Colonial  Surgeon. 
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Dr.  LovELL  to  The  Colonial  Secretaby.  Sierra 

Lbons. 

February,  1875.         

Monthly  Report  on  the  Health  of  Sierra  Leone  and  Sherhrofor 
the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Govemor-in-Chief 

The  general  state  of  health  of  the  population  was  fairly  good. 
Bemittent  fever  of  a  severe  form  was  rife  amongst  the  European 
crews  of  the  vessels  which  arrived  from  the  rivers.  Many  of  these 
cases  were  admitted  into  the  Colonial  Hospital  in  a  critical  state :  at 
the  end  of  the  month  no  death  was  recorded.  The  most  prevalent 
disease  amongst  the  native  population  was  inflammation  of  the  lungs^ 
which  also  proved  fatal  in  many  cases. 

Cases  of  small-pox  occurred  as  usual ;  two  cases  terminated  fatally 
in  the  smaJl-pox  hospital  at  Eissy.  With  this  exception  no  diseases 
of  an  infectious  or  contagious  nature  occurred  during  the  month  of 
February. 

The  returns  from  British  Sherbro  show  that  the  general  state  of 
health  of  the  population  in  that  district  was  not  so  favourable  as 
during  the  precedmg  month.  Bemittent  fever  of  a  severe  type  was 
rife  amongst  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  in  the  ships  in  the  river. 

Cases  of  small-pox  also  occurred,  but  with  this  exception,  no  disease 
of  an  infectious  or  contagious  nature  occurred  during  the  month  of 
February. 

(Signed)         Fbancis  Lovell, 
I    .  Colonial  Surgeon. 

Dr.  Smith  to  The  Colonial  Secretary. 

March,  1857. 

Monthly  Report  on  the  Health  of  Sierra  Leone  and  British  Sherbro, 
for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor-in-Chief 

The  general  state  of  health  of  the  population  during  the  month  of 
March  was  good.  Ten  cases  of  remittent  fever  were  admitted  into  the 
Colonial  Hospital  from  the  European  crew  of  the  vesseb  in  harbour. 
No  deaths ;  the  most  prevalent  disease  amongst  the  native  population 
was  chronic  rheumatism.  Only  one  case  of  small-pox  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital,  and  he  is  convalescent 

Among  the  European  residents  in  Freetown  one  fatal  case  of  per- 
nicious remittent  fever  occurred. 

Dr.  Davies'  return  from  Sherbro  complains  still  that  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  place,  and  there 
has  been  no  general  sickness  among  the  shipping  European  residents 
and  native  population. 

The  small-pox  hospital  there  is  empty,  the  last  case  having  been 
discharged  on  the  23rd. 

(Signed)        Robert  Smith, 

Assist-Colonial  Surgeon, 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  .  pro  Colonial  Surgeon, 

&c.    &c.     &c. 
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oapb  of  cape  of  good  hope. 

Good  Hope. 

*     GRIQUALAND  WEST. 

No.  14.  No.  14. 

Governor  Sir  H.  Barklt,  G.C.M.G.,  KCB.,  to  The  Earl  of 
Carnarvon. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town, 
My  Lord,  March  23,  1875. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  November  24  last,  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  copy  of  a  communication  which 
has  just  reached  me  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Griqualand 
West,  forwarding  a  Report  intended,  in  terms  of  the  271st  clause 
of  the  Colonial  Regulations,  to  accompany  the  Blue  Book  of  the 
Province  for  the  year  1873. 

I  have,  drc, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (Signed)        Henry  Barely, 

&C.    &c    &c.  Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 

Sir,  Lieut.-Govemor's  Office,  Kimberley, 

March  9,  1875. 
When,  on  November  7  last,  I  caused  the  Blue  Book  for  1873 
to  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  I  was  not  able  to  forward  with 
it  the  Report  from  myself,  which  the  271st  clause,  section  4,  of  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  Colonial  Service,  contemplates  its  being 
accompanied  by. 

2.  1  have  since  prepared  a  Report  such  as  I  apprehend  is  desired, 
and  which,  having  regard  to  the  infancy  of  the  Province  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  authentic  information,  will,  I  trust,  be  con- 
sidered sufficient.    This  Report  I  transmit  herewith. 

3.  The  Blue  Book  for  last  year  is  now  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
will  soon  be  completed,  and,  when  transmitting  i^  I  shall  report 
further  upon  the  several  matters  contained  in  it,  as  required  by  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  before  mentioned. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        R.  Southey, 

Lieut-Governor. 


Report  op  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  for  the 
Year  1874.      . 

Griqualand  West  became  British  territory  by  cession  from  the 
Griqiia  Government  in  the  year  1871,  and  was  proclaimed  to  have 
been  ceded  by  the  said  Griqua  Government  and  to  have  been 
accepted  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  by  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Barkly,  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hone,  and  Her  Majesty's 
High  Commissioner  in  South  Africa,  on  October  27,  in  that  year. 
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2.  In  the  previous  year,  1870,  the  existence  of  large  deposits  of    q^^^ 

diamonds  along  the  banks  of  the  Vaal  River  had  been  so  conclusively         

proved  as  to  attract  to  Griqualand  thousands  of  Cape  and  NataJ 
Colonists,  together  with  some  practical  "diggers"  from  Australia, 

and  persons  of  every  rank  and  condition  from  England,  Europe,  and 
America ;  and  it  was  the  value  thus  given  to  the  lands  which  possibly 
gave  rise  to  the  action  taken  by  the  two  neighbouring  Republics,  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  the  South  Affican  Republic,  with  a  view  to 
the  absorption  and  division  between  them  of  a  large  extent  of  Griqua 
and  other  native  territory.  This,  if  allowed  to  be  accomplished,  would 
probably  have  had  the  effect  of  placing  many  thousands  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects,  who  had  come  into  Griqualand  tp  dig  for  diamonds, 
in  a  position  of  hostility  either  towards  one  or  other  of  the  Republics, 
or  towards  the  Griquas  and  the  other  native  peoples,  between  whom 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  very  frienaly  relations  had  con- 
tinuously existed  for  many  years  previously.  In  any  case  it  was 
impossible  to  allow  those  British  subjects  to  remain  an  independent 
and  lawless  community  close  to  a  British  Colony ;  and  on  November 
15,  1870,  the  then  Acting  Governor  of  the  Cape  Colony  and  High 
Commissioner,  Lieut.-General  Hay,  issued  a  Commission  of  the  Peace, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  26  and  27 
Vict.  cap.  14,  in  favour  of  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  an  experienced  British 
oflBcer,  at  the  time  Resident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town,  and  directed 
him  to  proceed  to  Griqualand  to  maintain  order  amongst  the  British 
subjects,  and  between  them  and  the  Boers  and  natives. 

3.  Mr.  Campbell  acted  under  that  Commission,  and  under  another 
Commission  issued  in  his  favour  by  the  Griqua  Government,  giving 
him  power  to  take  cognizance  of  civil  cases,  from  the  end  of 
December,  1870,  until  the  before-named  October  27,  1871,  when 
by  proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Barkly,  No.  73,  of  1871,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  territory  was  vested  in  three  Commissioners,  acting  under 
Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  Campbell  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners. 

4.  Prior  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Griqua  territory  by  Her  Majesty, 
differences  had  existed  between  the  Griqua  Government  and  the 
Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State  respecting  boundaries,  and 
endeavours  had  been  made  to  induce  the  latter  Government  to  allow 
those  differences  to  be  settled  by  arbitration,  which  had  failed  of 
success  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  Free  State  to  agree  to  any 
plan  of  arbitatlon  which  did  not  concede  to  it  an  undue  amount  of 
favour.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  while  leaving  the  questions  in 
dispute  still  open  for  settlement  by  fair  arbitration,  the  Governor, 
Sir  Henry  Barkly,  declared  the  boundary  line  between  the  Free  State 
and  the  territory  ceded  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Griquas  to  be  that 
which  had  existed  and  been  formerly  agreed  upon  between  East 
and  West  Griqualand  prior  to  the  existence  of  the  Orange  Free  State, 
viz.  from  Ramah  on  the  Orange  River  via  David's  Grave,  to  Platberg. 
This  was  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  territory.  The  northern  and 
western  boundaries  had  previously  been  determined  and  defined  by 
the  "  Keate  award,"  and  the  southern  boundary  (between  Griqualand 
and  the  Cape  Colony)  was  the  Orange  River,  about  which  no  dispute 
existed. 
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Oapr  OF  5   rjtj^Q  ^j^^  between  these  boundaries  is  in  extent  about  17,800 

'    square  miles,  and  its  population  prior  to  the  discovery  of  diamonds 

consisted  of: 

Ist.  The  Griquas  and  other  native  peoples. 

2nd.  Englishmen,  and  other  persons  of  European  extraction,  to 
whom  farms  'had  been  assigned  by  the  Griqua  Government  in  a 
portion  of  the  territory  designated  South  Albania. 

3rd.  Citizens  of  the  Orange  Free  State^  vpho  had  acquired  lands  in 
the  territory  by  what  the  Griqua  Government  held  to  be  unlawful  and 
irregular  means. 

6.  This  population  was  chiefly  and  almost  exclusively  occupied  in 
stock  farmiufi^,  and  although  in  many  parts  the  lands  are  capable  of 
extensive  cultivation  being  carried  on  upon  them,  very  little  was  done 
lA  that  way,  which  majr  be  accounted  for  partly,  if  not  entirely,  by  the 
unsettled  tenure  on  which  the  lands  were  held,  in  consequence  of  the 
boundary  disputes  with  the  Orange  Free  State. 

7.  Simultaneously  with  the  issue  of  the  proclamation  for  incorpo- 
rating these  territories  with  the  British  Empire,  other  proclamations 
were  issued  providing  for  its  Government,  the  administration  of  the 
law,  and  the  conduct  of  public  business,  pending  its  annexation  to 
the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  at  that  time  was  con- 
templated. Circumstances  arose  which  prevented  this  intention  from 
being  carried  into  effect  in  1872,  when  the  discovery  of  the  four 
diamond  mines  known  as  the  **Dry  Diggings,"  in  the  flat  grass  country 
between  the  Vaal  and  Modder  Rivers,  had  collected  a  large  popula- 
tion there,  which  being  impatient  of  control,  and  greatly  dissatisfied 
with  a  form  of  Goverament  which  necessitated  a  reference  to  Cape 
Town,  more  than  600  miles  distant,  on  every  question  of  importance, 
assumed  such  an  attitude  that  in  September  the  Governor,  who  had 
visited  the  Fields  early  in  1871,  again  proceeded  to  Griqualand,  and 
finally  recommended  that  the  territory  should  be  formed  into  a 
separate  and  distinct  Government,  under  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
that  a  Constitution  should  be  granted  to  it.  This  recommendation 
was  acceded  to  by  Her  Majesty,  and  I  became  the  first  Lieutenant- 
Governor  in  July,  1873,  having  acted  as  Administrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  January  10  to  that  date. 

8.  The  letters  patent  by  which  the  Constitution  was  granted,  and 
these  territories  thereby  created  a  separate  and  distinct  Province, 
bear  date  at  Westminster,  the  7th  day  of  February,  in  the  thirty -sixth 
Year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  ;  and  they  provide  among  other  tnings : 
That  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  Colony,  or  Officer  Administering  the 
Government  of  that  Colony,  shall  be  Governor  of  Griqualand 
West ;  that  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Governor  from  the  Province, 
the  Government  shall  be  administered  by  a  Lieutenant-Governor, 
appointed  by  warrant  under  Her  Majesty's  sign  manual  and  signet ; 
that  for  advising  the  said  Governor  there  shall  be  an  Executive 
Council,  consisting  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  duly  appointed  to  it ; 
and  that  there  shall  also  be  within  the  Province  a  Legislative  Council, 
composed  of  four  non-electiv«  and  four  elective  members,  which 
Council  is  empowered  "  to  make  laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good 
"  government  of  the  said  Province." 

9.  Prior  to  my  appointment,  at  the  end  of  1872,  as  Administrator  of 
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the  Government,  the  Civil  Commissioners  of  the  three  fiscal  divisions    rJ9^^^ 

into  which  the  territory  was  then  and  still  is  divided,  acted  inde-        Z ^"^ 

pendently  of  one  another,  and  rendered  their  accounts  separately  to 
the  Treasury  and  Audit  Departments  at  Cape  Town.  No  general 
account  of  revenue  and  expenditure  was  kept  here,  and  therefore  it 
was  impossible  to  ascertain,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  what  our 
financial  position  was. 

10.  Mr.  Giddy,  now  the  treasurer  of  the  Province,  and  then  the 
only  one  of  the  former  Commissioners  at  all  capable  of  afibrding 
information  (one  had  removed  to  Cape  Town,  and  another  was 
prostrated  with  fever),  prepared  a  statement,  according  to  which  it 
appeared  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1872  there  was  a  surplus  of 
about  16,0OOZ.,  consisting  of  cash  on  hand  here,  and  money  remitted 
by  him  in  1872,  and  available  at  the  Cape  Treasury.  This,  however, 
turned  out  to  be  quite  illusory,  as  there  were  outstanding  claims 
against  the  Government  in  excess  of  that  amount  I  may  therefore  gay 
that  the  new  form  of  Government,  which  necessarily  involved  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  expenditure,  was  inaugurated  with  a  revenue  too 
small  even  for  the  previous  form  of  Government ;  for  not  only  was  there 
practically  no  balance  in  hand  when  I  assumed  office,  but  theefiects  of 
some  of  the  Commissioners'  measures,  such  as  the  formation  of  an 
armed  constabulary,  and  a  better  system  of  conveying  the  mails, 
which  together  cost  15,000?.  a  year,  had  not  been  felt  in  1872.     I 

•  had,  moreover,  to  provide  public  offices  and  to  increase  the  prison 
accommodation,  at  great  expense  ;  for  though  only  temporary  buildings 
could  be  put  up,  w)th  materials  and  labour  were  enormously  dear. 
Buildings  were  then,  and  still  are,  constructed  by  covering  wooden 
frames  with  sheets  of  corrugated  iron.  The  timber  and  iron  are 
imported,  and  carried  up  from  the  coast.  As  to  labour,  artisans  can 
still  command  from  20«.  to  308.  a  day. 

11.  I  have  considered  it  proper  to  make  these  preliminary  remarks, 
as  without  them  it  might  be  difficult  to  comprehend  our  true  state ; 
but  although  I  say  that  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the  revenue 
prior  to  the  issue  of  the  letters  patent  before  mentioned,  and  that  in 
consequence  of  their  issue  increased  expenditure  was  entailed,  I  would 
not  be  understood  as  intending  to  assert  that  the  Province  is  not 
capable  of  providing  for  that  increased  expenditure  if  allowed  time  to 
develop  its  internal  resources.  Owing  to  circumstances  over  which 
neither  the  Commissioners  formerly  administering  the  Government  nor 
the  Government  created  by  the  letters  patent  had  any  control,  it  was 
impossible  until  lately  to  derive  any  income  from  laud,  which  if 
properly  regulated  should,  and  will  ultimately,  form  our  main  source 
of  revenue. 

Crown  Lands. 

There  is  a  considerable  extent  of  valuable  land  available  for  disposal 
by  the  Crown,  the  alienation  of  which,  besides  contributing  largely 
to  the  Public  Funds,  will  be  in  many  other  ways  beneficial,  but  th'is 
Government  is  prohibited  by  the  l^yal  Instructions  issued  for  its 
guidance  under  date  of  7th  February,  1873,  from  disposing  of  any 
such  land  until  after  surveys  have  been  made  ;  and  the  surveys  require 
time  aod  money  to  accomplish  then).  
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G^^H^^  2.  According  to  a  statement  framed  by  the  Surveyor-General,  the 

ooD^PE.  j^^^  available  for  disposal  by  the  Crown  is  estimated  to  be  about  six 
millions  of  acres,  the  value  of  which  cannot  be  less  than  a  million  of 
pounds  sterling.  Supposing  that  when  the  country  is  fully  occupied 
half  this  extent  is  gradually  'sold  under  the  existmg  regulations,  it 
will  produce  a  capital  sum  far  in  excess  of  any  present  demands  or 
prospective  requirements  for  public  works,  and  will  still  yield  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  the  shape  of  perpetual  quit-rent,  whilst  the  other  half 
occupied  on  leasehold  tenure  may  be  expected  to  give  a  yearly  rental 
ofatleastl4,000Z. 

3.  Besides  this  extent  of  available  land,  large  reserves  have  been 
made  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  original  Griqua  and  other  native 
inhabitants;  as  also  such  claims  as  may  be  proved  in  respect  of 
grants  made  or  promised  by  the  Griqua  Government,  or  in  respect  of 
the  sales  made  by  one  Theodor  Doms,  as  the  alleged  agent  of  Batlapin 
Chiefs,  or  in  respect  of  other  grants  or  sales  maSe  or  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  any  chiefs  or  persons  whomsoever.  It  also  leaves 
untouched  the  lands  claimed  by  the  grantees  in  South  Albania,  and 
by  the  Dutch  farmers  before  mentioned ;  and  when  all  these  claims 
shall  have  been  fairly  disposed  of,  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be 
much  vacant  Crown  land  left  in  the  districts  at  present  reserved  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  them. 

4.  A  considerable  amount  of  revenue  will  accrue  to  the  Government 
by  way  of  quit-rent  for  these  lands,  but  until  proper  surveys  have  been 
made  this  Qt)vernment  does  not  receive  those  rents,  lest  by  so  doing 
it  should  be  held  to  have  recognized,  before  full  investigation  into  and 
settlement  of  the  various  claims,  the  validity  of  any  of  them,  more 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  extent  claimed. 

^6,000         5.  There  are  probably  at  least   400   farms  of  3,000  Morgen 

^^^    ' .  each  granted  or  lo  be  granted,  in  South  Albania,  Kimberley,  and  the 

^^—--^  upper  part  of  the  District  of  Barkly,  between  the  Hart  and  Vaal 
Rivers ;  which,  at  a  rental  of  10/.  per  farm,  the  probable  average 
amount  leviable,  will  yield  4,000/.  per  annum,  exclusive  of  transfer 
duties  and  other  sources  of  revenue  ordinarily  accruing  to  Government 
from  land  in  the  South  African  Colonies.  The  land  to  be  sub- 
divided into  farms  for  the  Grioua  people  is  mostly  situated  in  the 
division  of  Hay,  and  is  not  included  m  the  foregoing  calculations.  I 
do  not  expect  to  derive  much  revenue  from  it  so  long  as  it  remains  in 
tiie  possession  of  the  Griqua  people. 


6.  In  five  years'  time,  I  think  that,  setting  aside  the  sum  to  be 
received  for  purchases  of  land,  the  yearly  revenue  from  land  may  be 
safely  reckoned  at — 

£ 

Land  rent 14,000 

Quit-rent 9,000 

Transfer  dues 2,000 


£25,000 


The  lands  of  the  Province  afford  excellent  pasturage  for  all  kinds 
of  stock,  and  in  particular  for  sheep,  homed  cattle,  horses,  and  ostriches ; 
and  where  yfater  is  available  for  irrigation,  the  cultivation  of  wheat 
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and  other  cereals,  and  of  almost  all  kinds  of  farm  and  garden  produce    q^^^^ 

can  be  profitably  undertaken.    The  land  is  fertile,  and  yields  abundant         

crops. 

7.  The  Vaal  River,  a  stream  about  as  large  as  the  Thames  at 
Maidenhead,  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  having  its  banks  clothed  with 
beautiful  trees,  runs  throuffh  the  centre  of  the  Province  from  north  to 
south  for  a  distance  of  150  miles,  and  diamonds  are  found  all  along  its 
course  ;  while  after  its  junction  with  the  Orange,  the  united  streams 
form  the  boundary  of  the  Province  for  a  distance  of  140  miles  through 
what  may  now  be  called  Griqualand  Proper,  where  the  Griquas  are 
being  allotted  their  farms  and  locations.  Its  waters  are  available  for 
irrigating  an  immense  extent  of  country.  A  water-course  of  six  feet 
wide  by  ten  feet  deep  can,  at  small  expense,  be  constructed,  com- 
mencing near  our  northern  boundary,  and  carried  for  a  distance  of 
about  40  miles  through  the  country,  between  the  Hart  and  Vaal  Rivers. 
This  work,  it  is  beheved,  might  be  undertaken  by  means  of  convict 
labour,  and  be  completed  within  a  moderate  period  of  time.  Levels 
have  been  taken,  and  the  work  properly  marked  off.  Another  canal, 
it  is  believed,  might  bring  its  waters  from  Hebron  to  this  place. 

8.  A  very  important  question  has  arisen  with  regard  to  lands  held 
under  Free  State  titles,  viz.  whether  such  titles  give  their  pos- 
sessors only  the  extents  named  in  the  documents,  or  whether  the 
owners  of  farms  under  Free  State  titles  can  claim  as  of  right  all 
ground  which  they  may  have  included  within  their  "beacons" 
or  land  marks  (and  "occupied"  for  a  certain  period),  without 
objection  being  raised  thereto.  As  an  example,  I  may  mention  the 
farms  **  Bultfontein  '*  and  "  Voomitzigt,"  on  which,  according  to  the 
claims  set  up  by  the  proprietors,  are  three  out  of  the  four  diamond 
mines.  They  were  both  originally  one  farm,  Bultfontein,  which  was 
granted  in  1848,  the  extent  being  6,000  acres.  The  extent  now 
claimed  for  the  two  is  not  less  than  32,000,  and  the  question  as  to 
what  the  owners  can  legally  claim  includes  the  very  important 
question  whether  these  mines  are  on  private  property  or  on  Crown 
land. 

Mines. 

The  great  industry  of  diamond  seeking  has  during  the  last  two 
years  continued  very  remunerative,  though  the  reduced  price  of 
diamonds  in  the  English  and  European  markets,  and  the  increased 
cost  of  working  at  the  Dry  Digj^ngs,  as  the  mines  grow  deeper, 
have  been  disheartening  to  the  poorer  diggers  and  to  those  who 
expected  a  rapid  fortune. 

2.  The  history  of  these  Diamond  Fields  may  here  be  briefly  repeated. 
The  first  diamond  was  found  by  accident,  in  1867,  and  passwl  through 
many  hands  before  its  value  was  suspected.  Even  when  it  was 
admitted  to  be  a  diamond,  doubts  were  thrown  on  its  origin,  and  the 
existence  of  rough  diamonds  in  South  Africa  was  so  generally  dis- 
credited that  nothing  like  an  organized  or  systematic  examination  of 
the  country  was  made  for  a  long  time. 

3.  A  few  diamonds,  however,  continued  to  be  found ;  and  in  the 
year  1870  an  exploring  party,  chiefly  composed  of  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  20th  Regiment,  then  stationed  at  Natal,  and  one  of  Cape 
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Cape  OF  Colonists  from  King  William's  Town,  proceeded  to  dig  and  wash  the 
GooD^opE.  ^jj^j^j^  drift  along  the  banks  of  the  Vaal  River.  They  soon  found 
diamonds,  and  their  success  brought  numerous  other  parties  from  all 
parts  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  and  Republics.  Operations  were 
at  this  time  confined  to  the  river  banks,  which  for  many  miles  were 
covered  with  mining  camps. 

4.  Mr.  Campbell,  on  arriving  in  the  country  as  special  magistrate, 
fixed  his  quarters  at  Klip  Drift,  where  the  largest  camp  was,  and  as 
soon  as  the  country  was  annexed,  a  township  was  laid  out,  building 
lots  were  sold,  and  substantial  stone  houses  and  stores  were  soon 
erected. 

5.  In  1871,  however,  the  discovery  had  been  made  that  diamonds 
existed  not  only  in  the  drift  of  the  old  river-bed  near  the  present  course 
of  the  Vaal,  but  in  the  loose  red  surface-sand  covering  the  flat  grassv 
country  between  that  river  and  the  Modder,  a  smaller  stream  which 
ultimately  joins  the  Vaal.  A  vigorous,  if  not  systematic,  search  soon 
resulted  in  the  opening  of  ihe  four  mines,  now  being  worked  at  and 
close  to  Kimberley,  and  the  river  banks  were  soon  deserted  for  the 
more  profitable  Dry  Diggings,  where  diamonds  were  found  in  un- 
exampled profusion. 

6.  This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  I  arrived  here  in  January, 
1873,  and  no  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  years. 
Kimberley  Mine,  which  has  been  most  systematically  worked,  is  in 
some  parts  150  feet  deep,  but  its  yield  is  as  large  as  ever,  and  the 
deepest  claims  are  the  most  valuable.  The  number  of  claims  in  this 
mine  diminishes  slowly,  owing  to  the  angle  of  the  "reef"  which 
surrounds  it,  and  slopes  gradually  inwards  like  a  funnel.  There  are 
now  410  claims  divided  amongst  about  1,200  claimholders,  and  the 
claims  are  valued  for  rating  purposes  at  474,000?.,  the  selling  price 
being  about  50  per  cent  more  than  that.  No  valuation  of  the  claims 
has  been  made  at  the  other  mines.  The  total  number  of  clmm- 
holders  on  December  31,  1874,  was : — 


Kimberley  Mine    - 
Du  Toil's  Pan  Mine 

-    1,183 

-    -       401 

De  Beer's  Mine    - 

-       234 

Bultfontein  Mine 

-    .       175 

River  Diggings     - 

-        -       151 

Total       -        -    .    2,144 

7.  The  method  of  diamond  seeking  at  the  Dry  Diggings  was  of  the 
rudest  description.  The  soil,  after  being  raised,  was  pulverized  and 
sifted,  the  large  lumps  and  finer  particles  being  alike  rejected,  and 
the  sifted  stuff  thrown  on  a  table  and  "  sorted  "by  being  rapidly  run 
over  with  metal  hand  scrapers,  the  operators  picking  out  such 
diamonds  as  they  chanced  to  see,  and  sweeping  the  remainder  of  the 
stuffs  on  to  the  ground  at  their  feet.  In  this  way  huge  mounds  of 
debris  have  arisen  all  round  the  mines,  and  at  the  private  sorting 
places  of  such  diggers  as  preferred  to  cart  their  soil  to  thier  own  homes. 
There  were  two  reasons  for  this  careless  mode  of  working.  First 
there  was  no  water  available  for  wfishing  the  soil ;  and  secondly,  rude 
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as  it  was,  it  produced  abundance  of  diamonds.  It  was,  however,  open       ^^^JPf 

to  this  objection,  that  it  facilitated  thefts  by  the  sorters,  and  the    Q^p  ^^^' 

traffic  in  stolen  diamonds  has,  from  its  lucrative  nature,  been  very 

freely  indulged  in,  and  found,  in  fact,  to  be  irrepressible.    It  has  had 

the  most  demoralizing  influence  on  the  native  servants,  who  were  thus 

induced  to  steal  from  their  masters ;  on  the  agents  (generally  colonial 

coloured  men),  who  went  between  the  original  thieves  and  the  buyers 

of  the  stolen  diamonds ;  on  the  greedy  and  unscrupulous  Europeans 

who  embarked  in  the  illicit  traffic  ;  and  finally,  on  the  diggers,  who,  as 

a  rule,  careless  in  the  superintendence  of  their  servants,  and  always 

ready  to  believe  they  had  been  robbed,  were  sometimes  led  into  acts 

of  lawless  and  deplorable  violence,  either  to  compel  restitution  or 

extort  confession.     A  ffreat  change  is,  however,  taking  place  in  the 

manner  of  working.     W  ater,  which  was  at  first  unattainaole,  has  now 

to  be  pumped  fr*om  the  mines  to  keep  the  claims  clear,  and  is  also 

supplied  from  wells,  which  have  been  sunk  in  every  direction.    The 

result  of  this  abundant  supply  of  water  has  been  the  introduction 

of  simple  machines  ibr  wasning  the  soil — a  process  which  not  only 

increases  the  yield  by  revealing  many  diamonds  which  before  passed 

unnoticed,  but  economizes  labour,  and  renders  theft  impossible  in 

the  sorting. 

8.  The  soil  is  thrown  into  the  machine,  which  is  kept  supplied  with 
water  and  rocked  by  native  labourers,  who  see  nothing  but  mud,  the 
diamonds  and  other  mineral  substances  passing  by  their  own  specific 
gravity  into  a  receptacle  which  is  only  opened  when  the  day's  work 
is  done.  The  mineral  residium  is  of  course  very  small,  probably  in 
the  worst  machines  not  more  than  one-fiftieth,  and  in  the  best  one- 
hundredth  part  of  the  original  bulk  of  the  soil,  and  is  easily  sorted  by 
the  master  liimself  without  the  assistance  of  native  labourers.  It  is 
also  found  that  the  enormous  heaps  of  debris  already  referred  to  can 
be  washed  at  a  large  profit,  and  hundreds  of  poor  persons  are  now 
engaged  in  this  industry,  which  is  only  just  becoming  established.  It 
is  estimated  by  persons  who  should  be  able  to  judge  that  the  washing 
machines,  of  which  there  may  now  be  some  400  in  operation,  washing 
probably  2,000  tons  of  soil  ^  day,  produce  xliamonds  to  the  value  of 
2O,O00Z.  a  week.  I  am  not  able  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  calculation,  but  judging  from  the  Post  Office  returns 
the  quantity  of  diamonds  being  exported  certainly  appears  to  be 
increasing. 

9.  I  regret  that  it  is  imposrible  to  form  even  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  number  or  value  of  the  diamonds  produced  -,  but  being 
so  easily  carried,  large  quantities  are  conveyed  to  the  ports  by  indi- 
vidual travellers. 

10.  The  banks,  however,  and  some  of  the  large  buyers,  send  their 
parcels  through  the  post,  and  in  the  last  eleven  months  of  1874  the 
gross  weight  of  the  diamond  parcels  posted  at  Kimberley  alone 
was  400  pounds  and  3  ounces  avoirdupois,  or  an  average  of  about 
36t  pounds  per  month.  The  average  for  the  last  three  months, 
since  washing  has  been  introduced,  is  51^  pounds  a  month. 

11.  The  largest  diamond  known  to  have  been  found  here  was 
288  carats.  The  highest  price  given  for  a  single  rough  stone  during 
my  tenure  of  office  was  8,0002.,  being  about  lOOZ.  per  carat.    All 
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purchases  are  made  for  cash.  The  prices  now  given  range  from  5$. 
to  25Z.  per  carat. for  ordinary  stones,  according  to  size,  quality,  and 
colour ;  but  much  higher  prices  would  be  given  for  diamonds  of  extra- 
ordinary size  and  beauty. 

Trade. 

There  are  at  present  no  industries  of  any  importance  except  farming 
and  diamond  seeking  ;  but  trade  is  vigorous  and  sound,  being  almost 
entirely  for  cash.  The  following  licences  were  issued  at  Kimberley 
in  1874  :  38  wholesale  dealers  ;  198  retail  ditto  ;  12  wholesale  wine 
and  spirit ;  115  retail  ditto ;  41  gunpowder  dealers ;  13  auctioneers ; 
489  diamond  dealers  and  diamond  brokers ;  20  butchers  ;  8  bakers ; 
6  apothecaries ;  18  hawkers ;  3  billiard  tables ;  and  179  passenger 
conveyances. 

Townships. 

The  townships  are  Kimberley  and  Du  Toit's  Pan,  .at  the  Dry 
Diggings ;  Barkly  and  Douglas,  on  the  Yaal  Biver.  The  latter,  near 
its  junction  with  the  Orange,  is  a  seat  of  magistracy  for  the  district 
of  Hay  ;  and  there  being  a  large  extent  of  arable  land  capable  of  being 
irrigated,  there  will  probably  be  a  demand  for  ground  there  as  the 
farms  in  the  district  become  occupied. 

2.  The  towns  of  Kimberley  and  Du  Toit's  Pau,  owing  to  causes  to 
be  referred  to  hereafter,  are  almost  entirely  composed  of  temporary 
buildings  of  iron,  wood,  and  canvas.  Kimberley  is,  however,  as 
regards  size,  population,  and  business,  superior  to  most  towns  of  the 
Cape  Colony.  It  has  numerous  churches  and  chapels,  three  banks, 
and  three  newspapers.  Its  market,  owing  to  the  high  prices  given 
for  all  {uljcles  of  consumption,  is  the  best  m  South  Africa. 

3.  The  temporary-character  of  the  towns  is  not  due  to  any  want  of 
faith  in  the  mmes,  but  to  the  absence  of  title  to  ground  on  which  to 
erect  permanent  buildings.  Not  only  is  the  ownership  of  the  land  on 
which  are  situated  the  mines  and  townships  in  dispute,  between  the 
owner  of  certain  farms  and  the  local  Gt)vemment,  as  before  stated,  but 
the  question  whether  it  is  Oriqua  territory  at  all  is  disputed  by  the 
Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State^  which,  by  steadily  persisting 
in  its  claim,  and  at  the  same  time  evading  a  settlement  of  the  question 
by  arbitration,  achieves  its  object  of  keeping  the  large  population  of 
the  Diamond  Fields  unsettled,  and  preventing  the  establishment  of 
permanent  institutions. 

4.  The  present  year  will,  no  doubt,  see  the  question  between  this 
Government  and  the  owners  of  farms  settled,  either  by  final  legal 
decisions  or  by  compromise ;  and  I  venture  here  to  urge  the  impor- 
tance of  having  the  questions  at  issue  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  the  Change  Free  State  closed  in  some  manner  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  present  state  of  things,  by  which  the  question  of  the 
boundary  line  remains  in  abeyance,  is  one  which  is  very  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  ih\a  Province,  whilst 
it  gives  the  Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State  an  undue  advan- 
tage. It  enables  that  Government  not  only  to  cpntinue  to  assert,  as 
indisputable,  pretensions  which  I  believe  will  not  bear  a  moment's 
investigation,  but  to  keep  always  before  the  disaffected  here  the 
prospect  of  possible  change,  and  the  hope  that,  if  sufficient  pressure 
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be  used,  the  British  Government  may  still  withdraw.   It  also  prevents      Cape  of 
this  Government  from  .issuing  titles  to  the  farms  in  the  disputed    Qoo^  Hope. 

J)ortion  of  the  province,  thus  keeping  the  large  mining  population 
rom  becoming  settled,  by  being  able  to  acquire  sites  for  permanent 
homes,  and  depriving  this  Government  of  the  quit-rents  and  transfer 
dues  which  should  aid  its  revenue. 

Labour. 

The  principal  part  of  the  labour  used  in  diamond  seeking  is 
supplied  by  tribes  living  to  the  northward  of  this  Province.  There  are 
employed  many  coloured  persons  of  mixed  races  firom  the  Cape 
Colony ;  Zulus  from  Natal,  Basutoe,  Batlapins,  Barolongs,  Griquas, 
Korrannas,  and  others ;  but  the  bulk  of  the  labourers  come  irom 
farther  north ;  and  a»  the,  returning  parties  spread  the  intelligence 
that  the  English  people  here  will  employ  them  and  pay  them  such 
sums,  as  will  enable  them  to  procure  things  the  possession  of  which  has 
hitherto  been  beyond  their  means,  it  is  only  natural  that  these  people 
should  come  to  us  from  continually  increasing  distances. 

2.  The  first  of  these  tribes  to  arrive,  and  that  which  has  hitherto 
sent  the  largest  numbers,  is  that  of  Mabanoas,  who  come  from  the 
country  between  20  and  24  S.  lat.  South  of  the  Limpopo  Eiver  they 
are  nominally  within  the  boundaries  of  the  South  African  Republic, 
though  they  have  not  yet  submitted  to  its  rule.  In  the  twenty  months 
between  May  1,  1873,  and  December  31, 1874,  more  than  13,000  of 
these  people  arrived  here  and  entered  into  contracts  of  service. 

3.  Next  in  number  are  the  Sosbonganas,  an  offshoot  of  the  Zulu 
race,  from  near  the  coast  north  of  Delagoa  Bayv  In  the  same  period 
of  twenty  months  they  have  furnished  2,800. 

4.  In  the  latter  part  of  1874,  members  of  a  new  tribe,  the  Maka- 
lakas,  living  nortn  of  the  Limpopo,  between  20  and  22  S.  lat., 
began  to  arrive,  and  nearly  800  came  before  the  end  of  the  year ;  at 
which  time  arrived  also  the  first  party  of  the  Mascbonas,  who  live  north 
of  the  Matabele,  their  country  extending  from  19  S.  lat,  to  the  banks 
of  the  Zambesi. 

5.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  native  labour  is  drawn  to  this  centre  of 
industry  and  trade  from  a  tract  of  country  extending  over  a  distance 
of  600  miles  to  the  northward ;  and  if  I  were  at  liberty  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  assistance  and  protection  of  these  people  on 
their  journey  here  and  back,  I  may  say,  with  confidence,  that  this 
Province  would  be  the  means  not  only  of  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  many  thousands  of  natives,  and  supplying  the  Cape  Colony  with 
the  labour  the  want  of  which  is  so  mucn  felt  there,  but  also  of  opening 
up  a  vast  and  always  increasing  trade,  and  of  enabling  the  pioneers 
of  Christianity  and  civilization  to  approach  the  interior  from  a  sound 
and  secure  bi^  of  operations. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)        E.  Southey, 

Lieut.-Govemor. 
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New  South  NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 

Wales. 

No.  15.  No.  15. 

Governor  Sib  Herculbs  Robinson,  G.C.M.G.,  to  The 
£abl  of  Cabnabyon. 

Government  House,  Sydney, 
My  Lobd,  November  5,  1874. 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  the  speech 
which  I  addressed  on  the  3rd  instant  to  both  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  South  Wales,  on  opening  the  Session ;  and  also  of  the 
addresses  in  answer  to  the  speech,  with  my  rejoinders. 

I  have,  &C., 
(Signed)        Heboules  Robinson. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.      &c      &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  10. 

Honottbable  Gentleuen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 

AND  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, — 
1.  It  is  matter  for  regret  that  it  is  necessary  to  call  you 
together  so  soon  after  the  labours  of  the  late  protracted  Session,  and  I 
participate  in  the  hope,  which  I  am  sure  you  must  entertain,  that  the 
Dusiness  of  Parliament  in  future  years  may  be  confined  to  such  limits  ^ 
as  will  not  require  you  to  give  attendance  to  your  public  duties' 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  twelve  months, — an  exaction  of  your  time 
of  which  you  too  frequently  have  had  occasion  to  complain.     Every 
exertion  will  be  made  by  uie  Government  to  consult  your  wishes  by 
bringing  the  present  Session  to  an  early  close. 

2.  The  speedy  transaction  of  business  is  rendered  the  more  de- 
sirable by  toe  approaching  termination  of  Parliament  itself  as  the 
result  of  special  legislation.  My  advisers,  having  due  regard  to  the 
Act  of  last  Session  originated  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  abridge 
the  term  of  its  own  existence,  will  abstain  from  laying  before  you  any 
measures  of  a  comprehensive  character  except  such  as  have  already 
been  submitted  for  vour  consideration,  in  order  that  the  sense  of  the 
constituencies  may  be  taken  at  the  earliest  convenient  date  on  the 
several  large  questions  now  waiting  to  be  determined.  Among  the 
principal  of  these  maybe  included  a  thorough  reform  of  the  abuses  of 
the  present  land  system,  improvements  in  the  law  for  establishing 
municipalities,  the  construction  of  cheap  railways,  and  such  an  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Schools  Act  as  will  bring  the  benefits 
of  education  within  ^e  reach  of  every  family.  In  the  present  state  of 
political  afiairs  it  is  obvious  that  measures  so  momentously  afiecting 
the  public  welfare  should  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
eJbctors. 

3.  The  Bill  of  last  Session  for  extending^  and  improving  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  the  Le^lative  Assembly  will  be  again 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  MAJESTir's  COLONIAL  P06SB88IOKS.  93 

introduced,  and  I  confidently  rely  upon  your  attachment  to  the    ^^^?^™ 
principles  of  the  constitution  to  pass  it  into  law.  *   The  important         .!^^ 
changes  for  which  it  provides  will  render  substantial  justice  to  districts 
for  years  past  inadequately  represented,  and  will  enable  the  intelligence 
of  the  electoral  bodies  genersilly  to  be  much  more  efiectively  expressed 
in  the  electoral  results. 

4  The  Bill  to  reconstruct  the  Legislative  Coundl  on  a  basis  of 
popular  election  will  also  be  reintroduced  withbut  delay. 

5.  Other  measures  of  last  Session  which  were  not  then  proceeded 
with,  such  as  the  Bills  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  Criminal 
Law,  for  securing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to  the  metropolis  and 
other  parts  of  the  C!olony,  for  making  better  provision  for  the  care  and 
treatment  of  the  insane,  and  for  other  purposes  of  public  utility,  will 
be  again  submitted;  and  Bills  will  be  introducea  to  improve  the 
management  of  the  Australian  Museum  and  the  Sydney  Innrmary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Lsoislative  Assembly, — 

6.  The  exposition  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  will  be 
made,  and  the  estimates  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  1875 
will  be  laid  before  you  almost  immediately. 

7.  The  returns  of  revenue  for  the  current  year,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
show  a  satisfactory  surplus  ;  and  you  will  be  invited  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  setting  apart  annually  fixed  amounts  to  be  applied  in 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  and  in  the  construction  of  works  of 
permanent  improvement 

HONOUEABLE  GeNTLBMEN  OF  THE  LBOISLATiyB  CoUNOIL, 

AND  Gentlemen  of  the  LEOiSLATrvB  Assemblt,*— 

8.  During  the  recess  an  important  acquisition  to  British  territory 
has  been  made  in  intimate  connection  with  Australian  interests.  For 
some  time  past  the  people  of  this  Oolony  have  manifested  a  deep 
concern  in  the  settlement  of  the  Fiji  Islands ;  and  this  Government, 
acting  in  accord  with  the  general  feeling,  has  made  repeated  repre- 
sentations to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  fayour  of  their  colonization 
by  Great  Britain.  After  much  inquuy  and  consideration,  and  in 
response  to  appeals  from  Fiji  herself  and  from  other  quartere,  it  was 
decided  by  ttie  Imperial  Government  to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
adding  the  Islands  to  the  possessions  of  the  Crown,  it  the  Native 
Chiefs  were  prepared  to  unreservedly  acquiesce  in  the  transfer  of 
authority.  The  task  was  entrusted  to  me  to  conduct  the  final  n^otia- 
tions,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  my  labours  have 
resulted  in  the  unconditional  ces^on  of  those  valuable  and  beautiful 
islands  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  The  new  colony,  planted  in  the 
van  of  Polynesia,  cannot  in  its  progress  fail  to  exercise  a  civilizing 
influence  over  the  whole  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific;  and  the 
advantages  to  the  commerce  of  New  South  Wales,  in  common  with 
the  other  Australian  colonies,  will  be  manifold  and  may  be  expected 
to  steadily  increase.  Papers  explanatory  of  the  subiect,  so  far  as  the 
authorities  of  this  Colony  have  been  concerned,  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

9.  The  mining  department  called  into  existence  by  the  Act  of  last 
Session  is  being  carenilly  organized.   Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
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Nrjr  Bourn    ensure  the  early  aiirvey  of  lands  for  mining  purposes  and  the  undelayed 

^"'       issue  of  leases ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  the  officers  of  the 

department  throughout  the  Colony  will  be  able  to  deal  with  all  cases 

as  they  arise.    Some  defects  in  the  law  will,  however,  require  legislative 

remedy. 

10.  The  contractors  for  the  Pacific  Mail  Service  have  failed  to 
carry  out  their  temporary  contract,  and  the  necessary  instructions  have 
been  given  to  enforce  payment  of  the  penalty  of  25,00(W.  secured  by 
bond  for  non-performance.  In  the  meantime  measures  have  been 
adopted  to  continue  the  monthly  postal  communication  between  Sydney 
and  San  Francisco  without  interruption.  It  is  satisfactory  that  the 
Government  of  New  Zealand  is  prepared  to  bear  half  the  expenditure 
of  the  interim  contract  now  entered  into,  and  has  cordially  agreed  to 
co-operate  with  the  Government  of  this  Colony  in  firmly  establishing 
the  most  efficient  service  that  can  be  obtained. 

11.  I  rejoice  that,  in  now  leaving  you  to  the  performance  of  your 
Parliamentary  duties,  I  can  congratulate  you  on  the  continued  pro- 
sperity of  the  Colony  ;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Almighty,  your  labours  may  largely  tend  to  increase  the  blessbgs 
of  freedom  and  good  government  for  all  classes  of  the  people. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  10. 

To  HiB  ExcELLEKcr  Sm  Hebcules  Gbokge  Egbert  Bobtnson, 
Kniffht  Commander  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Dependencies,  and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  same. 

May  it  please  Toub  Exgellenot, — 

We,  Her  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects^  the  Members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  New  South  Wales,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
offer  to  your  Excellency  the  expression  of  our  loyalty  to  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  of  our  thanks  for  your  Excellency's 
speech. 

2.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  measures  for  improving  the  state  of 
the  law  respecting  the  public  lands,  the  extension  of  municipalities, 
the  construction  of  raUways  and  the  provision  for  public  education  are 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government  with  the  view  to  future 
legislatioa 

3.  We  shall  be  prepared  to  give  our  earnest  and  careful  consider- 
ation to  the  Bill  for  improving  the  representation  of  the  people  in  the 
Legislative  Assembly. 

4.  The  Bill  for  re-constructing  this  House,  and  the  other  measures 
to  which  our  attention  has  been  invited,  shall  be  fully  considered. 

6.  We  are  much  gratified  to  be  informed  that  the  public  revenue 
continues  to  show  a  surplus. 

6.  The  cession  of  the  Fijian  Archipelao^o  to  the  British  Crown  is  an 
event  fraught  with  important  consequences  to  the  English  commu- 
nities in  Australasia ;  and  we  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your 
success  in  the  important  mission  for  which  you  were  selected  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government 
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7.  We  shall  give  our  best  attention  to  any  measure  for  improving     Niw  Bourn 
the  mining  laws  of  the  Colony.  Wales. 

8.  We  are  glad  to  be  informed  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  carry  on  the  Trans-Pacific  Mail  Service  temporarily,  until  a  per- 
manent and  efficient  service  by  that  route  can  be  established. 

9.  We  join  in  your  Excellency's  congratulations  on  the  prosperity 
of  the  Colony,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  our  labours  may  tend  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 


Government  House,  Sydney, 
November  4,  1874. 
Mr.  President  and  Honourable 

Gentlemen  op  the  Legislative  Council, —  * 
Be  pleased  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  loyal  address 
which  you  have  just  presented  to  me.  I  thank  yon  also  for  the 
congratulations  which  you  are  so  kind  as  to  oflFer  upon  the  result  of 
the  mission  to  Fiji,  with  which  I  was  entrusted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  feel  that  I  can  confidently  rely  upon 
your  cordial  co-operation  in  all  measures  calculated  to  advance  the 
true  interests  of  the  Country  and  the  general  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  people. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Hercules  George  Egbert  Eobinsok, 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Dependencies,  and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  same. 

Mat  it  please  Tour  Excellency, — 

•  We,  Her  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects.  Members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
ofler  to  your  Excellency  the  expression  of  our  loyalty  to  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty,  and  of  our  thanks  for  your  Excellency's  speech. 

2.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  measures  for  improving  the  state  of 
the  law  respecting  the  public  lands,  the  extenston  of  municipalities, 
the  construction  of  railways,  and  the  provision  for  public  education, 
are  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government 

3.  We  shall  be  prepared  to  give  our  earnest  and  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  Bill  for  improving  the  representation  of  the  people  in  this 

'  house. 

4.  The  other  Bills  to  which  our  attention  is  invited  shall  be  fully 
considered  at  our  hands. 

5.  We  are  much  gratified  to  be  informed  that  the  public  revenue 
continues  to  show  a  surplus,  and  we  can  promise  our  cordial  assistance 
to  mature  any  proposals  that  may  be  submitted  to  us  for  reducing  the 
public  debt  and  carrying  out  permanent  improvements  in  the  country. 

6.  The  cession  of  the  Fijian  Archipelago  to  the  British  Crown  is 
an  event  fraught  with  important  consequences  to  the  English  com- 
munities in  Australasia ;  and  we  congratulate  your  Excellency  on 
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NjfW 
Wales* 


w South    your  success  in  the  difficult  mission  for  which  you  were  selected  by 
^^^'       Her  Majesty's  Government 

7.  We  shall  give  our  best  attention  to  any  proposals  for  improving 
the  mining  interests  of  the  Colony  whenever  our  attention  is  invited  to 
the  su^ect. 

8.  The  information  which  will  no  doubt  be  laid  before  us  respecting 
the  Pacific  Mail  Service  will  enable  us  to  give  that  just  consideration 
to  the  matter  to  which  its  importance  entitles  it. 

9.  We  join  in  your  Excellency's  congratulations  on  the  prosperity 
of  the  Colony,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  we  may  be  permitted  by 
our  labours  to  promote  the  general  happiness. 


Kbw 
Zealand. 


•  Government  House,  Sydney, 

November  4,  1874, 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  op  the  Legislative  Assembly, — 

I  thank  you  for  the  loyal  tenor  of  the  address  which  you  have 
just  presented  to  me,  and  for  the  congratulations  j^ou  are  so  good  as 
to  express  upon  the  result  of  the  mission  to  Fiji  with  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  did  me  the  honour  to  entrust  me. 

It  is  very  agreeable  to  me  to  know  that  I  can  rely  with  confidence 
upon  your  advice  and  assistance  in  all  measures  calculated  to  develop 
the  growing  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  promote  the  general 
happiness  of  tne  people. 


NEW  ZEALAND, 


No.  16. 


No.  16. 

STATISTICS  OF  NEW  ZEALAND,  1873. 

To  the  Hon.  Daniel  Pollen,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Registrar-General's  Office,  Wellington, 
Sib,  October  21,  1874. 

I  havb  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  statistics  for  the  year 
1873.  The  results  obtained  during  the  recent  census  will  be  Kept 
almost  entirely  separate  from  the  annual  statistics,  but  will  be 
prepared  in  such  a  form  that  they  can,  when  it  is  found  desirable,  be 
l>ound  up  in  the  same  volume. 

I  have  taken  advantage  of  the  receipt  of  fresh  type  by  the  Govern- 
ment  printer,  to  remodel  the  form  of  the  tables  and  the  volume  as  a  I 
whole.  I  had  anticipated  being  able  to  submit  the  volume  to  you 
during  the  recent  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  but  the  unusually 
short  duration  of  the  Session,  and  the  consequent  press  upon  the 
Goveniment  printing  office,  caused  the  printing  of  the  tables  for  the 
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volume  to  be  postponed  till  after  the  expiry  of  the  Session.    The      „^^^ 
delay  so  caused  is  about  equal  to  the  delay  in  the  publication  beyond        ^'^^^^' 
the  time  when  I  had  expected  it  would  have  been  completed. 

Part  I. — Blue  Book. 

This  part  comprises  an  entirely  new  set  of  tables,  supplying 
information  that  was  often  desired  but  not  hitherto  compilea.  It 
includes  a  list  of  the  Governors  from  the  foundation  of  the  Colony,  a 
list  of  the  Parliaments  and  of  the  Ministers  that  have  held  office  since 
the  establishment  of  the  system  of  responsible  government  in  New 
Zealand,  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  in  1873,  and  also  a  list  of  Foreign  Consuls  in  New 
Zealand. 

Pabt  II. — Population  and  Vital  Statistics, 

The  estimated  population  on  the  31st  of  December,  1873,  was 
295,946,  dbtributed  among  the  various  provinces  as  shown  in  paffe  4 
of  the  part.  The  births  registered  during  the  year  1873  were  ll,z22, 
and  the  deaths  3,645,  giving  the  natural  increase  of  population,  as 
represented  by  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  as  7,577,  or  20*75 
per  diem.  The  English  Registrar-General's  Report  for  the  year  1870 
gives  a  total  increase,  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  of  277,458, 
equal  to  a  daily  increase,  in  a  mean  population  of  22,457,366,  of  760, 
equivalent  to  a  daily  percentage  of  increase  of  00338 ;  whereas  the 
daily  percentage  of  increase  in  New  Zealand  for  the  year  1873,  on  a 
mean  population  of  287,753,  was  '00721.  The  relative  proportion 
of  the  increase  of  population  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  may  thus 
be  given : 

In  England  and  Wales          -        -        -    -     100 '00 
In  New  Zealand 213  31 

To  arrive  at  the  causes  of  this  diflPerence,  it  would  be  requisite  to 
ascertain  the  proportion  in  the  two  countries  respectively  of  the 
number  of  persons  of  55  years  of  age  and  over  to  the  total  population, 
the  proportion  that  the  deaths  of  such  persons  bear  to  the  total  deaths, 
the  proportion  of  married  females  between  15  and  45  to  the  total 
number  of  females  between  those  ages,  and  the  number  of  children 
born  to  the  number  of  married  females.  This  investigation  cannot  be 
made  until  after  the  completion  of  the  census  compilation  now  in 
progress  There  is,  howevef,  one  noticeable  feature  bearing  on  the 
subject,  viz.  the  relative  rates  of  infant  mortality.  In  England,  in 
1870  the  births  were  792,787,  and  the  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age  were  126,638 ;  or,  in  other  words,  15*97  per  cent,  of  the 
children  born  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year :  whereas  in 
New  Zealand,  in  1873,  1,213  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  to 
11,222  births,  so  that  only  10*81  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  died 
before  attaining  the  age  of  one  year.  In  Victoria,  in  1873,  the  per- 
centage of  such  deaths  to  the  total  births  was  11*3,  and^  taking  a 
mean  of  10  years,  1864  to  1873,  it  was  12  '4. 

The  increase  during  the  year,  by  excess  of  immigration  over 
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Z^ijucD      emigration,  was  8,811,  against  4,973  in  1872.    The  total  increase  of 

*      population  was  thus  16,386.     The  table  gives  the  increase  of  the 

population  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  year. 

Immigration. — ^The  total  immigration  to  Tfew  Zealand  in  1873 
amounted  to  13,572  persons,  of  whom  7,871  were  males  and  5,701 
were  females  Of  the  males,  6,362  were  adults,  1,509  children  ;  and 
of  the  females  4,272  were  adults,  1,429  children.  Of  these  persons, 
the  number  whose  passages  were  wholly  or  in  part  paid  by  the 
Government  was  8,754.  The  ports  of  arrival  and  departure  of  the 
immigrants  and  emigrants,  and  the  countries  whence  they  came  and 
to  which  they  went,  also  the  nationalities  of  the  Government  immi- 
grants, are  shown  in  this  part. 

Of  the  immigrants  from  the  United  Kingdom,  viz.  8,922,  only 
168  were  unassisted,  while  of  those  arriving  from  the  Australian 
Colonies  and  other  ports  there  were  no  assisted  immigrants. 

Aliens  Naturalized, — The  total  number  of  aliens  naturalized  in 
1873  was  34,  of  whom  14  were  natives  of  German  States.  Four 
frenchmen  were  naturalized,  and  3  Chinese.  Two  subjects  of  the 
United  States  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty. 

Armsd  Constdhulary  and  Volunteers, — The  total  strength  of  the 
armed  constabulary  on  the  31st  December,  1873,  was  709,  distri- 
buted over  57  posts  in  the  North  Island.  There  were  40  commis- 
sioned officers,  89  non-commissioned  officers,  and  580  rank  and  file. 
The  various  branches  of  the  Volunteer  force  gave  a  total  strength  of 
6,911  officers  and  men  belonging  to  175  corps.  The  particulars 
of  the  strength  of  each  branch  in  each  province  will  be  found  on 
reference  to  the  table  on  this  subject. 

Fire  Brigades, — ^The  returns  show  that  there  were,  in  1873,  15 
fire  brigades  in  the  Colony,  having  48  officers  and  375  men. 

Borough  Bates,  &c, — The  returns  for  the  boroughs  show  that 
the  total  estimated  value  of  rateable  property  is  5,369,213/.  and  that 
the  estimated  gross  annual  value  of  such  property  is  485,280Z.  The 
revenue  of  these  boroughs  (exclusive  of  the  borough  of  Auckland, 
the  returns  not  in  that  case  giving  all  the  information  desired) 
amounted  in  1873  to  the  sum  of  61,848/.  5^.  lid. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  proportion  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  to  every  1,000 
persons  living  in  1873,  and  a  similar  proportion  for  the  last  ten  years, 
are  shown  in  the  first  two  tables  of  this  part.  The  births  and 
deaths  for  the  years  1864-72  include  still-births  registered  both 
as  deaths  and  births.  These  are  not  included  in  the  figures  for  the 
year  1873.  The  greatest  number  of  births  occurred  in  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  These,  in  season,  correspond  to  the  first 
and  second  quarters  in  England,  where  the  births  are  usually  most 
numerous  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  and  least  numerous  in 
the  third  quarter. 

Blegitim>aie  Births. — Out  of  the  total  number  of  children  registered 
in  New  Zealand  in  1873,  159,  or  1  '416  per  cent,  were  registered  as 
illegitimate.     In  England  in  1870  the  rate  was  5*6  ;  and  in  the  six 
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years  1863-68  the  rate  was  6  -2  per  cent.      The  rate  of  illegitimacy      2^^^ 
was  highest  in  the  Marlborough  JProvince,  viz.  4*824  per  cent.,  and  ^' 

lowest  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Province,  viz.  '91  per  cent.  The  rates 
in  the  various  provinces  were  as  follows: — Auckland,  '96;  Hawke*s 
Bay,  -91;  Taranaki,  1 -554;. Wellington,  1-036;  Nelson,  1-342; 
Marlborough,  4  •  824 ;  Canterbury,  1  •  734 ;  Otago,  1  •  429 ;  Westland, 
1-890  per  cent. 

Marriages, — The  number  of  marriages  in  1873  was  2,276,  being 
an  increase  on  1872  of  408.  The  number  was  more  than  proportion- 
ate to  the  increase  of  population,  for  the  marriages  in  1872  were  in 
the  proportion  of  6  •  85  to  every  1,000  of  the  population ;  but  in  1873 
thev  were  at  the  rate  of  7-90.  Although  tne  marriage  rate  was 
higher  than  for  some  years  past,  it  does  not  reach  the  rates  of  the  first 
six  years  of  the  last  decennial  period.  If  in  the  diflPerent  circumstances 
of  a  colony  the  marriage  rate  can,  as  in  European  countries,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  test  of  the  measure  of  prosperity  of  the  people,  it  would 
appear  that  the  highest  state  of  prosperity  was  in  1864,  and  that  there 
was  a  gradual  decrease  of  prosperity  till  the  year  1872,  and  that  in 
1873  the  condition  of  the  people  was  improving  at  a  more  rapid  rate 
than  the  previous  decrease. 

Of  the  2,276  marriages  in  1873,  753  were  solemnized  by  the 
Scotch  Church  and  Presbyterian  denomination^  625  by  the  united 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  300  by  the  Koman  Catholic  Church, 
211  by  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Society,  211  by  the  Registrars, 
and  177  by  other  religious  bodies.  Of  the  2,276  marriages  1,924 
were  between  bachelors  and  spinsters  (including  the  marriage  of 
a  divorced  male  with  a  spinster),  154  between  bachelors  and  widows, 
134  between  widowers  and  spinsters,  and  64  between  widowers  and 
widows. 

Signature  of  Marriage  Begisters. — Of  the  2,276  men  who  were 
married,  67,  or  2  *  94  per  cent,  and  of  the  2,276  women,  179,  or  7  •  86 
per  cent,  signed  the  register  by  marks.  In  England,  in  1870  19  -  8 
per  cent,  of  the  men  and  27*3  per  cent,  of  the  women  who  were 
married  signed  the  register  by  marks.  The  rudiments  of  education 
seem  thus  to  be  more  generally  diffused  among  the  people  of  the 
Colony  than  among  the  people  in  England.  The  proportion  of  mar- 
ried women  entirely  uneducated  to  uneducated  married  men  appears, 
however,  to  be  greater  in  the  Colony  than  in  England,  although  the 
absolute  proportion  of  uneducated  amongst  the  entire  number  of 
women  married  is  so  much  less. 

Ages  of  Persons  Married. — ^In  1873,  of  the  2,276  marriages,  127 
wives  and  132  husbands  were  of  unspecified  ages  further  than  that 
(although  not  exhibited  in  the  table)  they  were  minors  or  else  of  full 
age,  and  of  these  numbers,  23  of  the  wives  and  2  of  the  husbands 
were  minors,  or  under  21  years  of  age.  The  number  of  men  that 
married  under  21  years  of  age  was  thus  (including  the  21  minors 
whose  ages  are  given  in  the  table)  23,  of  whom  15  married  women 
also  under  21.  Of  the  2,276  women  married,  636  were  under  the 
age  of  21,  854  between  21  and  25,  and  394  between  25  and  30, 
The  youngest  wife  was  a  girl  of  between  14  and  15,  married  to 
a  man  between  35  and  40.  A  greater  number  of  men  married  • 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  30,  and  a  greater  number  of  women 
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Z  aSnd      niarried  between  the  ages  of  21  and  25,  than  during  any  other 
_«  '      quinquennial  age.     Two  men  of  65  to  70  were  married:   in  one 
case  the  wife  was  between  30  and  35,  and  in  the  other  case  the  wife 
was  between  50  and  55. 

Deaths, — The  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  to 
the  total  deaths  in  the  provinces  was  as  follows : — 

1872.  1873. 

Canterbury        -        -        -        -  58-63  50  29 

Hawke'sBay  -        -        -    -  46-76  46-15 

Auckland 45-27  52  74 

Otago 42-71  48-56 

Wellington         -        -        -        -  41-07  45  30 

Marlborough  -        -        -    -  39-70  44-61 

Nelson 39-07  35-84 

Westland 37  37  46 -24 

Taranaki 13*63  32  00 


Average       -    -    45-85        48 -42 

Of  the  total  deaths  in  1873, 48  *  42  per  cent  were  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  This  rate  at  first  appears  exceedingly  high  when 
compared  with  the  English  rate,  which  was,  in  1871,  41-1  per  cent 
of  the  deaths ;  but  in  making  the  comparison  it  roust  not  be  overlooked 
that  there  is  in  England  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion over  55  years  of  age  than  there  is  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  the 
deaths  of  persons  above  that  age  were  in  England  in  1870,  27  *  3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths ;  whereas  in  New  Zealand  such  deaths  only 
comprised  11-41  per  cent  of  the  whole  number.  If  to  the  total 
deaths  in  New  Zealand  had  been  added  a  number  of  deaths  of  persons 
over  55  years,  viz.  769,  increasing  the  total  number  of  deaths  to 
4,441,  so  that  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  over  55  should  be  in 
the  same  proportion  'o  the  total  deaths  as  obtained  in  England,  viz. 
27  -3,  then  the  actual  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  would 
only  have  been  at  the  rate  of  39  -  74  per  cent  of  such  increased  number 
of  deaths,  or  1  '36  per  cent,  less  than  the  English  rate  in  1871. 

Actual.  Assumed. 


Under  5         -        -    -    1,765 

48-42 

1,765 

39-74 

Five  and  under  55      -     1,439 

39-48 

1,439 

32-50 

Over  55         -        -   -       416 

11-41 

1,212 

27-29 

Unspecified        -        -         25 

0-69 

25 

0-57 

3,645      100-00  4,441       100  00 

Of  the  total  3,645  deaths,  1,213  were  of  children  under  one  year  of 
a^;  of  these  376  died  under  the  age  of  one  month:  of  these  376, 
104  died  from  atrophy  and  debility  and  73  from  premature  births ; 
the  remainder  from  various  diseases  more  or  less  under  control  by 
preventive  or  medical  treatment. 

The  following  were  the  most  fatal  causes^of  death  to  children  \mder 
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Whooping  cough 

-    221 

Atrophy  and  debility  - 
Diarrhoea 

-    -     172 
-     139 

Conrulsions 

-    -     111 

Bronchitis 

-      81 

Premature  birth  - 

-   -      75 
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one  year  and  the  proportion  such  deaths  bore  to  the  total  number     _  ^""^ 
(1,213)  of  deaths  under  that  age :—  Zealand. 

18 -22  per  cent. 

14-18        „ 

11-46       „ 

915       „ 

6-68       „ 

6-19       „ 

If  these  figures  be  compared  with  those  for  1872,  great  differences 
will  be  perceptible.  Tde  infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  from 
whooping  cough  would  appear  to  have  increased  from  31  to  221,  and 
the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  to  have  fallen  from  210  to  139.  The 
explanation,  however,  is  this :  In  1872,  the  causes  of  death  were  for 
the  first  time  classified  in  New  Zealand,  and  ihe  immediate  cause  of 
death  was  given,  although  that  death  was  often  a  secondary  symptom 
of  another  disease, — thus,  fatal  cases  from  whooping  cough  causing 
diarrhoea  or  convulsions  were  classified  under  one  of  the  latter  heads. 
This  year  the  primary  cause  of  death,  so  far  as  ascertainable  by  the 
returns,  has  been  taken  as  the  disease  under  which  the  death  was  to 
]ye  classified.  This  system  will  tend  to  make  the  real  causes  of  death 
apparent ;  it  is  also  more  uniform  with  the  system  adopted  in  England 
and  Victoria. 

There  were  in  1873,  128  deaths  from  diphtheria,  of  which  100 
occurred  in  Canterbury  and  17  in  Auckland. 

The  deaths  from  tubercular  diseases  were  as  follows : — 

Auckland        -        -  -  79     or     1  •  15  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Otago         ...  71  0-88 

Canterbury     .        -  -  71  1*32  „                   „ 

Wellington  -  -  28  0  98  „ 

Nelson  -        -        -  -  22  0-92 

Hawke'sBay  -  -  9  119  „                  „ 

Taranaki        -        -  -  .  5  1*03  „                  „ 

Westland   -  -  -  14  0-91 

Marlborough  -        -  -  3  0*53  „                  „ 

The  deaths  in  New  Zealand  in  1873  from  phthisis  were  206,  or 
5 '65  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  In  England  in  1870  they  were 
54,231,  or  10  52  per  cent.  These  figures  do  not  fairlv  represent  the 
proportion  between  the  deaths  from  phthisis  in  England  and  New 
Zealand,  because,  as  previously  shown,  there  is  not  in  New  Zealand 
that  proportion  of  persons  above  55  whose  deaths  largely  increase 
the  death  rate  in  England,  and  who  are  at  the  same  time  that 
portion  of  the  population  among  whom  the  fewest  deaths  from 
phthisis  occur.  In  England  in  1870  the  deaths  from  phthisis  were  • 
2*388  per  1,000  of  the  population;  in  New  Zealand  they  were  0*715 
per  1,000. 

In  England,  in  1870,  to  each  1,000  children  bom,  1*29  died  under 
one  year  of  age  from  phthisis ;  in  New  Zealand,  in  1873,  only  0*445 
per  1,000  died  under  one  year  from  that  cause :  so  that  it  would  appear 
that  the  number  of  children  born  with  lunffs  already  diseased,  or 
predisposed  to  disease,  was  nearly  two-thirds  less  in  proportion  to  the 
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^Ew         ^^i  births  than  in  England.     Again,  bearing  in  raind  the  largely 

* '      apparent  increase  in  New  Zealand  in  the  total  death  rate  of  all 

persons  under  55  years,  from  the  absence  of  the  same  proportion  of 
living  population  over  55  years  as  obtains  in  England,  and  for  which 
allowance  must  be  made,  it  appears  that  in  England,  in  1870,  '198 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  irom  all  causes  were,  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  from  phthisis,  and  '486  per  cent,  were  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  from  the  same  disease  ;  but  in  New  Zealand, 
in  1873,  '  137  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  were  of 
children  under  one  year  from  phthisis,  and  •  192  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  were  of  children  under  five  years  from  phthisis.  Again,  in 
England,  in  1870,  3*51  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons 
under  25  years  of  age  from  phthisis,  and  7*01  were  of  persons  of  25 
years  of  age  and  over  from  phthisis.  In  New  Zealand,  in  1873, 
1'31  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  under  25  years, 
and  4*33  were  of  persons  of  25  years  of  age  and  over,  from 
phthisis. 

If  the  proportion  of  the  actual  deaths  from  phthisis  be  taken,  it  will 
be  found  that  of  the  persons  who  died  from  tnat  disease  in  England 
in  1870,  33-43  were  of  persons  under  25  and  66  •  57  of  persons  of  25 
years  of  age  and  over  ;  but  in  New  Zealand,  in  1873,  of  the  actual 
deaths  from  phthisis,  23 '  30  were  of  persons  under  25,  and  76 '  70  of 
persons  of  25  years  of  age  and  over. 

The  above  figures  point  unmistakably  in  the  direction  of  a  com- 
paratively large  number  of  adult  persons  arriving  in  New  Zealand 
while  suffering  under  that  disease,  and  who  possibly  come  to  the 
CJolony  with  a  view  to  deriving  benefit  from  the  sea  voyage  and  the 
New  Zealand  climate,  but  many  of  whom  have  here  terminated  their 
existence.  As  no  history  of  the  cases  has  been  registered,  it  is 
impossible  to  state  to  what  extent  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis 
have  been  those  of  diseased  persons  arriving  here  ;  but  inasmuch  as 
the  bare  figures,  without  any  explanation,  might  lead  to  false  con- 
clusions, I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  enlarge  a  little  on  this 
subject 

The  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  occurred  in  the 
provinces  in  the  following  mtio  to  their  respective  populations : — 

lo7z.        loio. 

85  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Canterbury 

-    -     1-49 

1-85 

Auckland 

-    0-83 

1-59 

Westland  - 

-    -     117 

1-44 

Otago  - 

-     1-18 

1-39 

Taranaki  - 

-   -    0-42 

1-24 

Wellineton    - 
Hawked  Bay 

-    1-53 

116 

-   -    0-44 

0-92 

Nelson  - 

-    Ill 

0-75 

Marlborough 

-   -    1-09 

0-71 

The  number  of  accidental  or  violent  deaths  was  320,  viz.  264  males 
and  56  females;  of  these  114  wer^  caused  by  drowning,  viz.  99 
males  and  15  females,  or  35*6  of  the  whole.  Two  of  the  males 
drowned  committed  suicide.  The  total  number  of  suicides  was  20,  of 
which  2  were  females. 
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The  following  table  exhibits  the  classifieatiou  of  diseases  which 
have  terminated  fatally,  and  gives  the  percentage  which  each  class 
and  order  of  disease  bears  to  tne  total  mortality  of  the  year : — 


Class  L^^Zymotic  Diseases. 

Order  1.  Miasmatic  diseases 

2.  Entbetic         „      .        -        . 

3.  Dietic  „  .        - 

4.  Parasitic  -        -        - 


New 
Zbalakd. 


99 


Class  II. — Constitutional, 

Order  1.  Diathetic  diseases 

„     2.  Tubercular    „       -        -        - 


Class  III. — Local. 

Order  1.  Nervous  diseases 

„  2.  Circulation,  diseases  of  - 

„  3.  Respiratory  organs,  diseases  of 

„  4.  Digestive  organs  „ 

„  5.  Urmary  organs  -  „ 

^  6.  Generative  organs  „ 

„  7.  Locomotive  organs  „ 

„  8.  Integumentary  system  „ 


Class  IV. — Developmental. 

Order  1.  Children,  diseases  of     - 
„     2.  Adults  „  -        - 

3.  Old  people      „  -        - 

4.  Nutrition        ,,  •        - 


99 

9 


Class  V. — Violence. 

Order  1.  Accidents  or  negligence 
„     3.  Homicide        .        -        - 
„     4.  Suicide       -        -        -        - 
„     5.  Execution       -        -        . 

Violent  deaths,  not  classed     - 


Causes  of  death  not  specified   - 


26 

•23 

0 

25 

1 

32 

0 

44 

28 

24 

3 

21 

8 

28 

11 

49 

12 

04 

4 

55 

11 

25 

6 

•62 

1 

•40 

0 

■22 

0 

•14 

0 

•27 

35 

•49 

4 

•69 

1 

•40 

2 

•22 

6 

•62 

13 

93 

7 

•85 

0 

•25 

0 

•55 

0 

■03 

0 

•11 

8 

•79 

2 

•06 

Diseases  and  Deaths  in  Hospitals,  Lwnalic  Asylums^  &c. — Tables 
of  vital  statistics  for  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums,  gaols,  benevolent 
asylums,  and  industrial  schools  are  presented  this  year  for  the  first 
time.    In  the  various  hospitals,  excepting  the  hospital  at  Invercargill, 
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New         there  were,  during  the  year  1873,  3,377  persons  under  treatment,  of 

Zealani,.        ^j^^^^  3Qg  ^.^j 

The  diseases  that  yielded  tne  greatest  number  of  patients  were : — 

Gases.  Deaths. 

Typhoid  fever  -         -        - 

Rheumatism        .        .        -        - 
Phthisis-        .        -        -        - 
Brain  disease  .         .         - 

Heart  disease  .        -         - 

Bronchitis  -         -         -         -         - 
Phlegmon,  ulcer,  skin  disease    - 
Accidents  -        -        -        -         - 

In  the  lunatic  asylums  there  were  429  cases  of  disease  treated,  and 
34  deaths.  As  might  be  expected,  the  large  majority  of  the  cashes 
were  from  diseases  of  the  nervous  system, — 341  cases,  causing  20 
deaths.  The  goals  show  a  very  small  percentage  of  deaths  to  th6 
cases  of  disease, — 8  deaths  to  509  cases.  In  the  goals,  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system  were  most  numerous,  being  100 ;  diseases  of  the 
digestive  organs  ranking  next. 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  patients  died  in  the  various  hospitals 
during  1873 :  this  includes  the  deaths  in  the  Invercargill  Hospital, 
which  are  not  included  in  the  table. 

On  the  31st  December,  1873,  there  were  597  inmates  of  lunatic 
asylums — 401  males  and  196  females :  of  these,  453,  or  309  males  and 
144  females  are  returned  as  supposed  incurable.  The  Commissioners 
of  Lunacy  in  England  have  condemned  the  use  of  the  terms  "  curable  " 
and  "  incurable,'  and  prefer  that  the  terms  "  acute  "  and  "  chronic  " 
be  used.  In  their  opinion  it  is  impossible  to  pronounce  any  patient 
incurable.  It  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  terras  *'  curable  " 
and  **  incurable  "  should  not  be  changed  in  the  asylums  here,  to  the 
words  "  acute  "  and  **  chronic,"  for  the  very  reasons  that  are  given  by 
the  Commissioners  against  the  maintenance  of  chronic  or  incurable 
cases  in  separate  institutions.  They  say,  **  The  very  nature  of  the 
**  cases  tends  to  exert  an  unfavourable  influence  on  the  minds  of  all 
**  officers  and  attendants.  The  office  of  physician  is  a  peculiarly  un- 
"  grateful  one,  since  he  can  have  no  recompense  for  nis  trouble  in 
"  the  recovery  of  patients.  Interest  is  thus  gradually  lost  in  all 
"  treatment,  and  the  institution  is  conducted  by  mere  routine.  The 
"  safe  and  economical  keeping  of  the  patients  soon  becomes  the  ruling 
"  idea,  and  under  this  the  patients  will  sink  mentally  and  physically, 
"  and  those  in  whom  some  chances  of  recovery  still  remained  on 
"  admission  (and  cases  have  been  known  to  recover  in  asylums  after 
**  a  residence  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years)  will  become  utterly  hope- 
"  less."  The  use  of  the  term  "incurable,"  and  the  belief  engendered 
therefix>m,  may  reasonably  be  presumed  to  cause  similar  results  to 
those  mentioned  even  when  the  patients  are  kept  in  the  same  institu- 
tion with  the  acute  cases.  Of  the  total  patients  in  the  asylums  during 
the  year,  viz.  801,  126  were  discharged  cured,  27  improved,  and  40 
died.  The  table  gives  798  inmates  as  receiving  relief.  This  number 
falls  short  by  3  of  the  actual  patients  §hq\vn  in  another  table,  the 
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difference  being  caused  by  the  want  of  any  return  from  the  Taranaki      fw^^^ 
A     t                  ^                 ^                             ^                                                     Zealand. 
Asylum.  

Friendly  Soddies. — The  table  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Friendly 
Societies  is  lamentably  imperfect  both  as  to  the  number  of  societies 
that  should  have  furnished  a  return  to  the  Government,  and  as  to  the 
character  of  the  information  furnished.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
greater  stringency  should  be  used  to  enforce  the  periodical  returns 
required  by  "  The  Friendly  Societies  Act,  1867." 

Meteorology. — The  Meteorological  Tables,  instead  of,  as  formerly, 
constituting  a  distinct  series  in  the  annual  volume,  have  this  year  been 
placed  in  tneir  more  legitimate  position,  being  incorporated  with  the 
portion  of  the  volume  relating  t^  Vital  Statistics. 

Part  III.— Trade  and  Interchange. 

Shipping, — The  total  shipping  inwards  at  the  various  ports  of  the 
Colony  was  739  vessels,  of  289,297  tons,  being  a  decreosc,  as 
compared  with  1872,  of  36  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  11,005  in 
the  tonnage.  The  total  outwards  was  704  vessels  of  281,847  tons 
being  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  1872,  of  39  in  the  number  of 
vessels  and  3,519  in  the  tonnage.  Of  the  total  of  739  vessels 
inwards,  95,  of  80,032  tonnage,  arrived  from  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
536,  of  176,769  tonnage,  from  the  Australian  Colonies  and  other 
British  possessions ;  and  108,  of  32,496  tonnage,  from  foreign  countries 
(including  the  southern  whale  fishery).  Of  the  total  of  704  vessels 
outwards,  63,  of  51,659  tonnage,  cleared  for  the  United  Kingdom ; 
521  vessels,  of  191,021  tonnage,  cleared  for  the  Australian  Colonies 
and  other  British  possessions;  and  117  vessels,  of  39,167  tonnage, 
cleared  for  foreign  states  (including  the  southern  whale  fishery). 

The  number  of  registered  vessels  belonging  to  ports  in  New  Zealand 
on  the  31st  December,  1873,  was  411,  of  30,035  tonnage  (viz.,  348 
sailing  vessels,  of  24,790  tonnage,  and  63  steam  vessels,  of  5,245 
tonnage),  against  364  vessels,  of  23,963  tonnage,  on  the  31st 
December,  1872.  Of  these  vessels,  180  sailing  vessels  and  23  steam 
vessels  belonged  to  the  port  of  Auckland.  Dunedin  ranked  next, 
having  47  sailing  vessels  and  13  steamers.  Lyttelton  possessed  58 
sailing  vessels  and  7  steamers ;  Wellington,  29  sailing  vessels  and  11 
steamers ;  Nelson,  16  sailing  vessels  and  7  steamers ;  Invercargill,  13 
sailing  vessels ;  and  Napier,  5  sailing  vessels  and  2  steamers. 

Imports, — The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  the  Colony  in  1873 
was  6,464,687?.,  against  5,142,951?.  in  1872,  being  an  increase  of 
1,321,736?.,  or  25  •  7  per  cent. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each  of  the 
provinces  in  1873  as  compared  with  1872  : — 


Auckland  - 

-     Increase  228,177?., 

or  18 -66  per 

Taranaki 

~  "     )> 

l,378t, 

»    7-82 

Wellington 
Hawke  s  Bay  - 

"    "     » 

264,902/., 

„  61-28 

"  "     >> 

62,110/., 

„  50-07 

Nelson 

"    *     j> 

25,178/., 

„     7-21 

Marlborough  - 

"■  ~     » 

4,673/., 

„  39-40 

Canterbury 

■■    ■     » 

412,879/., 

.,  61-49 

Westland 

-    -    Decrease 

!   44,289/., 

„  12-62 

Otago 

-   Increase  379,740/., 

»  19-84      , 
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A  comparison  of  the  totol  value  of  imports  in  1872  and  1873, 
according  to  the  countries  whence  they  were  received,  gives  the 
following  results : — 

1872.  1873. 


United  Kingdom 
British  Colonies 
Foreign  States  - 


-  2,685,160 

-  2,276,052 

-  181,739 


3,781,130 

2,418,302 

265,255 


Increase,  1,095,970 
142,250 
83,516 


£5,142,951  £6,464,687 


£1,321,736 


The  chief  increases  in  imports  from  the  British  Colonies  were  from — 


New  South  Wales 
Mauritius 
Tasmania  - 
South  Australia 
Victoria 
Hong  Kong     - 
Western  Australia 
Norfolk  Island  - 


£ 

60,768 

39,172 

19,521 

11,103 

6,649 

3,379 

3,300 

2,684 


The  chief  increases  in  the  imports  from  Foreign  States  were  fix)m — 


United  States  of  America 
China      -        -        - 
Islands  in  the  Pacific     - 


£ 
52,616 
12,584 
18,799 


Direct  importations  from  the  Continental  States  of  Europe  decreased 
fix)m  6,464/.  in  1872  to  924Z.  in  1873. 

Exports.— The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  New  Zealand  in 
1873  (excluding  the  value  of  imported  goods  re-exported  from  the 
Colony)  was  5,477,979Z.,  against  a  similar  total  in  1872  of  5,107,186/., 
being  an  increase  of  370,793/, 

(Md  Exported. — The  total  value  of  gold  exported  from  New 
Zealand  in  1873  was  1,987,425/.  against  1,731,261/.  in  1872,  showing 
an  increase  of  256,164/. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  increase  or  decrease  in 
each  province : — 

Value  of  Gold  Exported  in  1872  and  1873  respectively. 


1                  ;  Whether  of 
1873.          1873.         Incroaae 
1                 'or  Decrease. 

Amount  of 

Increase 

or  Decrease. 

Produce  of  the  Gold  Fields  In  tbeProvlnoe  of  Auckland    - 

„                 n                 m            Marlborough 

..                  M                  ft            Nelson 

:                 :                 „            Westland     - 

Otago  .       - 

£ 
369.341 

8,228 
326.656 
396,340 
630,696 

£ 
437,123 

5.050 
403.085 
408,143 
734,024 

Increase. 
Decrease. 
Increase. 

£ 

67.782 
3,178 
76.429 
11,803 
103,328 

Total 

1,731,261 

1,987,425 

Increase. 

256.164 
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The  total  quantity  of  gold  exported  from  New  Zealand  from  the 
1st  April,  1857,  to  the  31st  December,  1873,  was  7,223,585  oz. ;  the 
total  value,  28,07l,685Z. 

Wool  Exported. — The  total  quantity  of  wool  exported  in  1873  was 

41,535,185  lbs.  against  41,886,997  lbs.  in  1872;   a  decrease  of 

351,812  lbs.     This  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  wool  exported  may 

appear  at  first  surprising,  if  not  incorrect.    As,  however,  the  shearing 

season  commences  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  it  is  apparent  that 

the  season's  clip  will  be  exported  in  two  different  years,  and  thus 

early  or  late  shipments  of  wool  in  any  one  season  may  disturb  the 

comparison  between  the  exports  of  wool  of  one  year  and  another. 

The  real  increase  or  decrease  in  the  wool  production  would  be  better 

estimated   by  taking  the   exports  for   the   year  ending   the   30th 

September.      These  exports  were  for  the  undermentioned  year  as 

follows : — 

Tear  ending  Wool  Exported. 

30th  September.  

Ibfl. 

1871 35,936,651 

1872 40,376,539 

1873 43,233,470 

So  that  the  actual  production  of  wool  for  the  season  1872-73  was 
2,856,931  lbs.  increase  on  the  former  year. 

Value  of  Exports  to  different  Countries. — Of  the  exports  to  different 
countries  those  from  Dunedin  were  greatest  in  value;  Lyttelton 
ranked  next  in  the  value  of  its  exports,  Auckland  was  third,  and 
Wellington  fourth.  The  largest  exports  were  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
amounting  to  3,702,416Z.  Victoria  received  New  Zealand  exports 
to  the  value  of  1,349,316Z.  (including  gold  to  the  value  of  1,217,062/. 
out  of  a  total  gold  export  of  1,987,425/.) ;  and  the  next  largest 
e»K)rts  were  to  the  United  States  of  America,  the  value  of  the  exports 
thither  being  262,346/.  The  total  exports  amounted  to  the  value  oi 
5,610,371/. 

Principal  Articles  Exported. — The  tables  showing  the  quantities 
and  values  of  the  principal  articles,  the  produce  of  the  Colony, 
exported,  enable  the  annual  exports  of  each  of  the  articles  therein 
named  to  be  c-ompared  for  a  period  of  10  years.  The  articles  are  not 
arranged  alphabetically,  but  are  grouped  into  natural  classes. 

It  would  thus  appear  that,  of  the  articles  referred  to,  the  pastoral 
interests  yielded  exports  of  the  greatest  value,  amounting  to 
2,845,431/. ;  that  the  mining  interests  yielded  exports  to  the  amount 
of  1,997,930/. ;  the  dairy  and  preserved  meat  exports  (a  large  portion 
of  the  latter  of  which  might  perhap  fairly  be  claimed  by  pastoral 
interests)  amounted  to  175,931/.  Tne  agriculturists  supplied  exports 
to  the  value  of  153,394/. ;  while  the  natural  products  of  the  soil,  either 
with  or  without  labour  expended  upon  them,  yielded  exports  to  the 
value  of  277,313/. ;  and  the  whale  and  seal  fishing  interests  supplied 
exports  only  to  the  value  of  4,857/. 

Export  of  Flour  and  Orain :  Decennial  Beturn. — The  export  of 
flour  and  grain  has  only  assumed  features  of  importance  since  1866. 
During  the  years  1867-73,  Canterbury  exported  those  articles  to  the 
value  of  667,847/. ;  the  largest  export  bemg  in  1870, 136,797/.,  since 
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New  which  there  has  been  a  progressive  reduction  to  100,391Z.  in  1873. 
^^^^'  These  exports  from  Otago  during  the  same  period  of  seven  years 
amounted  to  230,3857. ;  the  largest  exports  bein^  respectively  in  1870, 
46,132Z. ;  1872,  59,465Z. ;  and  1873,  41,7757.  Auckland  ranked 
next,  with  exports  to  the  value  of  24,2997.  during  the  seven  years,  of 
which  the  largest  was  in  1867,  9,2657. ;  since  then  the  fluctuation  in 
the  exports  has  been  considerable.  The  exports  from  the  other 
provinces  amounted  to  comparatively  very  little. 

Timber  Exported. — The  table  shows  the  export  of  timber  from  the 
several  provinces  for  a  period  of  10  years.  The  value  of  timber  of 
all  sorts  exported  in  1873  was  43,6977.,  against  27,3737.  in  1872 ; 
and  increase  of  16,3247.  Of  the  total  amount  of  43,6977.  exported 
in  1873,  33,9487.  worth  was  exported  from  Auckland,  and  6,5007. 
worth  from  Westland. 

Valiie  of  Total  Trade. — ^The  total  trade  of  the  Colony,  as  repre- 
sented by  imports  and  exports,  amounted  in  1873  to  12,075,0587., 
or  417.  198.  3d.  per  head  of  the  mean  population,  excluding  the 
aboriginal  natives.  The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  reached 
the  amount  of  7,483,5467. ;  that  with  Victoria  amounted  to  2,952,5487. ; 
that  with  New  South  Wales,  630,7347. ;  that  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  405,6197. ;  that  with  the  Mauritius  (entirely  imports), 
198,6147. ;  that  with  China,  including  Hong  Kong,  114.6187. ;  tliat 
with  the  South  Sea  Islands,  106,5747. ;  and  that  with  South  Australia, 
58,5877.  The  balance  was  distributed  between  other  countries  and 
ports. 

The  following  figures  show  the  total  imports  and  exports  per  head 
of  the  population  in  the  year  1873 : — 

m^j^,  T -A  Mean  Population  in  1873,  Imports  per  Head  of  the 

Tolal  Importa.  exdosive  of  Aboriginals.  Population. 

6,464^687  287,753 

.  Total  Exports. 
£ 

5,610,371 

Letters  Received. — The  total  numbers  of  letters  received  in  New 
Zealand  during  the  year  1873  were  :  From  places  without  the  Colony 
527,000,  against  512,225  in  1872;  and  from  places  within  the 
Colony,  3,694,977,  acrainst  3,075,848  in  1872 ;  making  a  general 
total  of  4,221,977,  against  3,588,073  in  1872 ;  being  an  increase  of 
633,904. 

Letters  Despatched. — The  total  number  of  letters  despatched  were  : 
To  places  without  the  Colony,  484,171,  against  475,861  in  1872: 
and  to  places  within  the  Colony,  3,209,837  against  2,894,609  in 
1872 ;  making  a  general  total  of  3,694,008,  against  3,370,470 ; 
being  an  increase  of  323,538. 

Newspapers  Received  and  Despatched. — The  total  numbers  of  news- 
papers received  in  1873  were:  From  places  without  the  Colony, 
1,235,156,  against  1,102,202  in  1872 ;  from  places  within  the  Colony, 
1,728,014,  against  1,665,480  in  1872 ;  making  a  general  total  of 
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2,963,170,  against  2,767,682  ;  being  an  increase  of  195,488.     The      jr^^  j, 
total  numbers  of  newspapers  despatched  were :  To  places  without  the       *^^^v^- 
Colony,  346,227,  against  334,233  in  1872 ;  to  places  within  the 
Colony,  1,959,798,  against  1,309,176 'in  1872;  making  a  general 
total  of  2,306,025,  against  1,643,409  in  1872 ;  being  an  increase  of 
662,616. 

Postal  Bevenue, — The  total  amount  of  the  postal  revenue  in  1873 
was  94,706t  16«.,  against  94,733Z.  148.  8d.  m  1872.  Both  these 
amounts,  however,  include  the  sums  charffeable  on  franked  cor- 
respondence, if  such  had  been  paid  for.  The  actual  cash  postal 
revenue  for  the  year  1873  was  54,684Z.  14*.  Id, 

Elecirie  Telegraph. — ^The  telegraph  stations  in  the  Colony  on  the 
31st  December,  1873,  numbered  98,  being  12  more  than  in  December, 

1872  ;  the  number  of  miles  of  line  was  2,389,  against  2,312  in  1872 ; 
the  number  of  miles  of  wire  was  4,609,  against  4,011  in  1872;  and 
the  aggregate  number  of  telegrams  (private  and  public)  was  637,941, 
against  491,205  in  1872. 

Prices  of  Wages  and  Provisions. — ^The  tabie  on  pace  87  is  entirely 
new.  It  gives  the  average  rate  of  wages  for  various  kinds  of  labour 
in  the  several  provinces  during  the  year  1873.  In  some  cases 
information  is  not  given  for  every  province,  no  return  for  such  kinds 
of  labour  having  been  made. 

Pabt  IV. — Finance— AocxTMULATiON  and  Produotion. 

Revenue. — ^The  customs  revenue  in  1873  amounted  to  965,800?., 
against  813,279t  in  1872  ;  being  an  increase  of  152,521Z.,  or  18  75 
per  cent.  The  following  figures  show  the  comparative  amounts 
realized  by  this  branch  of  the  revenue  during  the  ten  years  1864  to 

1873  inclusive: — 

£  £  Per  cent. 

296,  or    0  05 

137,662,  „  23-24 

114,259,  „  15-65 

270,  „  0-03 

55,168,  „  6-53 

34,682,  „  4-39 

57,581,  „  6-99 

34,047,  „  4-44 

81,396,  „  11-12 

152,521,  „  18-75 

The  total  ordinary  revenue  in  1873  amounted  to  1,487,393?.  To 
compare  this  amount  correctly  with  the  ordinary  revenue  given  in  the 
volume  of  statistics  for  1872,  viz.,  1,005,942Z.,  it  is  necessary  to  under- 
stand that  the  above  amount  given  as  the  ordinary  revenue  for  1873 
includes  ordinary  provincial  revenue,  amounting  in  1873  to  257,782/., 
which  should  of  course  be  included  in  the  total  ordinary  revenue  of 
New  Zealand.  As  the  provincial  revenue  was  not  included  in  the 
amount  given  as  the  ordinary  revenue  for  187?,  it  is  necessary  to 
reduce  the  sum  of  1,487,393Z.  by  257,183Z.,  for  the  purpose  of  inaking  • 
a  comparison  with  the  amounts  given  in  foi-mer  years.      By  making 


1864- 

-    592,346,  being  an  increase  of 

1865 

-    -    730,008,        „ 

1806- 

-    .844,267.        „ 

1867 

-    -    843,997,  being  a  decrease  of 

1868- 

.    788,829,        „ 

1869 

-    -     823,511,  being  an  increase  of 

1870- 

-    765,930,  being  a  dereease  of 

1871 

.    .    731,883,        „ 

1872. 

-    813,279,  being  an  increase  of 

1873 

-    .    965,800,        „ 
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Kew  the  above  deduction  it  will  be  found  that  the  increase  of  the  ordinary 
Zealaito.      revenue  of  the  Colonial  Government  in  1873  was  223,669t 

The  total  territorial  revenue  in  1873  amounted  to  1,265,7887.  To 
compare  this  amount  with  the  territorial  revenue  of  1872,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  add  to  the  amount  given  for  1872  the  sums  received  on 
account  of  the  sale  of  confiscated  lands  and  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
Brunner  coal  mine,  which  properly  constitute  territorial  revenue,  but 
were  not  included  as  such  for  the  year  1872,  although  they  are  for 
the  year  1873.  These  sums  in  1872  together  amounted  to  11,916/. 
11^.  6d.  If  this  be  added  to  the  amount  given  as  territorial  revenue 
for  1872  (618,7727.),  the  real  territorial  revenue  of  1872  will  be 
arrived  at,  viz.  630,6887.  (omitting  shillings).  The  increase  upon 
this  revenue  in  1873  therefore  amounts  to  the  sum  of  685,1007., 
being  an  increase  of  100  *  7  per  cent. 

The  general  total  of  the  revenue  (both  ordinary  and  territorial) 
amounted,  in  1873,  to  2,753,1817. 

Debt  of  General  and  Provincial  Governments. — ^The  total  debts  of 
the  General  and  Provincial  Governments,  consisting  of  debentures 
and  treasury  bills  in  circulation  on  the  Slst  December,  1873, 
amounted  to  10,913,9367.,  the  total  annual  charge  on  which  was 
663,2097. 11a.  9d.,  of  which  the  sum  of  549,4157. 5s.  was  for  payment 
of  interest,  and  the  sum  of  113,7947.  6s.  9d.  paid  to  the  sinking 
fund.  The  total  accrued  sinking  fund  on  the  31st  December  was 
804,6357.  38. 

Of  the  above  totals  the  indebtedness  of  the  General  Government 
amounted  to  7,427,5247.,  with  a  total  annual  charge,  for  interest  and 
sinking  fund,  of  442,7067.  Os.  dd. ;  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  various 
Provincial  Governments  amounted  to  the  sum  of  3,486,4127.,  with  a 
total  annual  charge,  for  interest  and  sinking  fimd,  of  220,5037.  lis. 
The  total  debt  per  head  of  the  population  on  the  31st  December, 
1873,  was  367.  17s.  6^c7.,  apportioned  thus :  colonial  debt  per  head, 
257.  Is.  Iljc7.  J  provincial  debt  per  head,  117.  15s.  lid.  The  total 
annual  charge  per  head  for  interest  and  sinking  fund  amounted  to 
27.  4s.  6J<i.,  against  a  total  annual  charge  of  27.  4s.  IJd.  per  head  on 
the  31st  December,  1872. 

Crown  Lands. — The  total  amoumt  of  Crown  lands  sold  during 
the  year,  amounted  to  790,245  acres.  The  cash  received  amounted 
to  980,7587.  lis.  lOd.  Scrip  to  the  amount  of  4,7937.  6s.  was  also 
received  in  payment. 

The  total  number  of  acres  disposed  of  without  sale  amounted  to 
485,336,  including  104,660  acres  as  reserves  for  public  purposes,  and 
373,905  acres  granted  to  natives  under  the  Native  Lands  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  acres  of  Crown  lands  held  for  depasturing 
purposes  amounted  to  14,622,594,  the  rents  and  assessments  of  which 
amounted  to  127,1957.  19s.  2d.  The  number  of  acres  leased  for 
mineral  and  other  purposes  amounted  to  6,036,  yielding  a  rental  of 
7247.  10s.  4c7. 

Accumulation. 

Banks. — The  table  similar  to  that  published  in  previous  years, 

.and  again  prepared  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  shows  the 

average  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  several  banks  in  New  Zealand 
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in  respect  of  their  transactions  within  the  Colony  during  the  year      -  ^"^  " 

1873,   together  with   their  capital   and  profits.       The   aggregate         ' 

amounts  shown  for  these  banks  are: — Total  average  liabilities, 
5,538,030Z.  78.  Id. ;  total  average  assets,  7,267,720Z.  198.  6d. ;  total 
capital  paid  up,  Slst  December,  1873,4,581,627?.  28. ;  total  amount 
of  last  dividends,  258,400?.  8*. ;  and  total  amount  of  reserved  profits 
at  the  time  of  declaring  such  dividends,  1,383,730?.  Ss,  6d. 

Post  Office  pavings  Banks. — At  the  close  of  the  year  1873  the 
number  of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  in  the  Colony  was  97,  beinff 
an  increase  of  5  as  compared  with  1872,  and  16  as  compared  with 
1871.  Within  the  year,  7,382  new  accounts  were  opened,  and  the 
total  deposits  (including  additions  to  open  accounts)  amounted  to 
580,542?.  58.  bd.  The  total  amount  of  principal  withdrawn  during 
the  year  was  425,908?.  Z$.  bd.     Taking  into  account  the  whole 

Sriod  fi'om  the  commencement  of  the  system  in  1867,  to  the  31st 
ecember,  1873,  there  remained  on  the  latter  date,  including 
principal  and  interest,  a  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  depositors 
amounting  to  664,807?.  58.  lOd. 

Although  the  increase  of  deposits  over  withdrawals  in  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Banks  in  1873  was  not  of  such  a  marked  character  as 
in  1872,  still  it  is  a  considerable  evidence  of  the  accumulating  wealth 
among  those  classes  who  chiefly  use  these  banks  as  a  means  of  saving. 
The  increase  in  the  excess  of  deposits  over  withdrawals  in  1873  over 
1872  amounted  to  36,933?.  98,  lie?.  The  averaffe  amount  of  deposits 
to  the  credit  of  each  account  was,  in  1873,  38?.  168.  Irf.,  against 
36?.  28.  bd.  in  1872. 

Other  Savings  Banks. — In  Savings  Banks  other  than  the  Post 
Office  Savings  feanks,  the  deposits  in  187o  by  Europeans  amounted 
to  91,350?.  128.  8c?.;  by  Maoris,  107?.;  or  a  total  deposit  of 
91,457?.  128.  3t?. ,  an  increase  on  the  deposits  in  1872  of  34,676?. 
198.  9d.  The  total  amounts  at  credit  of  depositors  in  these  banks  on 
the  31st  December,  1873,  was :  Europeans,  147,123?.  l8.  3d. ;  Maoris, 
215?.  6c?. ;  or  a  total  of  147,337?.  78.  3c?.  The  total  accumulated 
deposits  in  both  classes  of  Savings  Banks  thus  reached  the  amount  of 
812,144?,  138.  Id. 

Money  Orders. — The  total  number  of  money  orders  issued  in  New 
Zealand  in  1873  was  52,351,  against  44,660  in  1872 ;  being  an 
increase  of  7,691.  The  total  amount  of  these  orders  wasj  in  1873, 
219,258?.  l8.  7c?.,  against  191,009?.  28.  in  1872 ;  being  an  increase 
of  28,248?.  198.  7c?.  The  total  number  of  money  orders  paid  in  New 
Zealand  in  1873  was  37,425,  against  30,946  in  1872 ;  being  an 
increase  of  6,479.  The  total  amount  of  these  orders  was,  in  1873, 
157,486?.  138.  Ic?.,  against  133,558?.  48.  lie?,  in  1872 ;  being  an 
increase  of  23,928?.  88.  2c?. 

Mortgages  and  Beleases. — The  total  number  of  mortgages  effected 
in  '1873  was  3,799,  representing  the  amount  of  2,164,859?.  l&r., 
while  the  total  releases  were  1,953,  representing  the  amount  of 
977,132?.  168.  9c?. 

The  number  of  these  transactions  respectively  in  each  province  or 
district  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  is  shown. 
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Agricultural  Statidics. — The  information  relating  to  the  agri- 
cultural statistics  taken  in  February,  1874,  was  only  obtained  in 
respect  of  holdings  of  cultivated  land  of  one  acre  in  extent  or  upwards, 
witn  the  exception  of  holdings  of  aboriginal  natives,  and  of  gardens 
attached  to  residences.  As  noldings  of  less  than  one  acre  in  extent, 
gardens,  and  uncultivated  holdings  are  included  in  the  censu»retums, 
the  numbers  of  holdings  there  given  are  £ar  in  excess  of  the  holdings 
enumerated  in  the  abstracts  of  the  agricultural  statistics  above 
mentioned. 

Of  the  total  land  in  cultivation  in  February,  1874,  a  percentage  of 
15*99  (or  264,024  acres)  was  under  grain  crops.  Of  tnese  264,024 
acres  under  grain  crop,  120,013  were  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury, 
and  119,164  in  the  Province  of  Otago. 

The  proportion  of  permanent  artificial  pasture  or  sown  grasses  to 

*     the  total  acreage  was,  in  February,  1874,  88 '  14  to  every  100  acres 

in  Auckland,  88-66  in  Taranaki,  94*77  in  Wellington,  90*68  in 

Hawke's  Bay,  74*64  in  Nelson,  68*76  in  Marlborough,  65*35  in 

Canterbury,  62*08  in  Westland,  and  55*06  in  Otago. 

The  total  acreage  under  all  kinds  of  crops,  including  sown  grasses 
and  of  land  broken  up  but  not  under  crop,  in  February,  1874,  was 
1,651,712  acres,  being  an  increase  on  1873  of  234,779  acres.  The 
total  increase  since  1869  amounts  to  868,277  acres,  or  110*8  per 
cent,  on  the  then  amount.  The  increase,  however,  appears  to  have 
been  chiefly  in  the  quantity  of  land  laid  down  to  artificial  pasture, 
for  the  total  land  under  grain  crops  has  only  increased  in  the  same 
period  from  165,000  acres  to  264,024,  being  an  increase  of  99,024 
acres ;  the  land  broken  up,  but  not  under  crop,  has  increased  from 
96,420  acres  to  148,352  acres,  being  an  increase  of  51,932  acres ; 
and  the  land  under  other  crops  than  grain  crops  has  only  increased 
from  20,435  acres  to  58,967  acres,  being  an  increase  of  37,532 
acres,  or  a  total  increase  in  these  three  classes  of  188,488  acres  out 
of  the  total  increase  of  land  in  all  crops,  including  sown  grasses,  of 
868,277  acres. 

The  acreage  under  wheat  was,  in  February,  1874,  132,428  acres, 
being  only  631  acres  larger  than  in  1873.  Hie  estimated  aggregate 
produce  of  the  wheat  was  3,391,634  bushels,  or  202,938  busliels  in 
excess  of  the  estimated  produce  in  1873.  This,  produce,  if  realized 
when  the  crop  is  threshed,  would  yield  an  average  of  25^  bushels  of 
wheat  to  the  acre,  or  an  average  of  lly\  bushels  per  head  of  the 
population  as  enumerated  on  March  1,  1874. 

The  average  yield  of  wheat  per  acre  in  the  different  provinces  has 
been  returned  as  follows  : — In  the  Middle  Island :  Otago  29|  bushels, 
Canterbury  23|,  Marlborough  16^,  Nelson  17^,  Westland  3^  (in 
which  province  only  2  acres  were  in  wheat) ;  in  the  North  Island  : 
Wellington  23J,  Taranaki  20J,  Hawke's  Bay  18^,  and  in  Auck- 
landHf 

The  amount  of  land  in  oats  and  barley  has  increased  far  more  in 
proportion  than  the  land  in  wheat,  the  number  of  acres  in  oats  having 
increased  from  96,958  to  109,472  ;  and  the  estimated  yield  for 
February,  1874,  is  3,292,807  bushels,  against  2,618,085  in  1873. 
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The  average  produce  per  acre  for  1874  was  estimated  at  29f  bushels. 
The  acreage  under  barley  has  increased  from  15,266  acres  in  1873  to 
22,124  acres,  with  an  increased  estimated  production  from  325,101 
bushels  in  1873  to  606,492  bushels  in  1874,  and  an  average  yield 
per  jicre  of  27^  bushels  in  1874  against  21J  bushels  in  1873. 
Potatoes  have,  however,  received  less  attention,  the  acreage  in  that 
crop  having  fallen  from  12,623  in  1873  to  11,617  in  1874,  showing  a 
reduced  estimated  yield  of  10,367  tons,  and  a  reduced  yield  per  acre, 
as  compared  with  1873,  of  three  quarters  of  a  ton. 

Live  Stock, — The  information  obtained  in  the  collection  of  the 
Annual  Agricultural  Statistics  does  not  include  the  numbers  of  the 
live  stock  m  the  Colony,  but  it  appears  convenient  to  introduce  them 
compendiously  as  they  were  obtamed  at  the  census  of  March  1, 1874. 
In  the  following  table  the  numbers  of  the  principal  descriptions  of 
stock  (exclusive  of  those  belonging  to  aborigmal  natives)  are  shown, 
together  with  a  calculation  of  the  proportionate  numbers  of  each  kind 
of  stock  to  every  100  acres  under  cultivation. 


Nkw 
Zbaland. 


Horeee. 

GfttUe. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Proportionate 

Proportionate 

Proportionate 

Total 

Number  to 

Total 

Number  to 

Total 

Number  to 

ToUl 

Number  to 

Number 

every  100 

Number 

every  100 

Number 

every  100 

Number 

every  100 

Returned. 

Acres  under 
Cultivation. 

Returned. 

Acres  under 
CaltivaUon. 

Returned. 

Acres  under 
Cultivation. 

Returned. 

Acres  under 
Cultivation. 

Anckland      - 

14,555 

6 

105,595 

43i 

340,241 

139i 

32,439 

13i 

Taranaki 

2,572 

H 

17.621 

38 

51,321 

111 

3,598 

8 

WeUinglon    . 
Hawlcer«Bay- 

13,402 

4* 

84,352 

29* 

1,116,965 

391 

16.479 

&i 

5.362 

4 

22,812 

18 

1,184,387 

931 

2.571 

2 

JNelson  - 

4.749 

8 

26,793 

44 

591.384 

l.Olli 

7,291 

Vl\ 

Marlborough  - 

3.160 

11 

9,758 

33 

.734,139 

2.486t 

4,043 

131 

Canterbury    - 

23,767 

H 

86,752 

19i 

3,325.630 

760 

37.181 

8* 

Weslland       - 

924 

27 

4,509 

132 

3,808 

llli 

895 

26 

Otago     -       - 

30,840 

H 

136,921 

33 

4,826,988 

1.045 

20,263 

6 

Although  the  proportionate  number  of  stock  to  every  100  acres 
under  cultivation  is  given,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  there  is  a 
relation  between  the  amount  of  stock  and  extent  of  cultivation.  The 
bulk  of  the  sheep  and  cattle  are  kept  on  large  tracts  of  natural  or 
artificial  pasturage  where  no  cultivation  exists.  No  comparison  can 
therefore  be  made  with  the  returns  of  those  countries  where  the  agri- 
culturist keeps  stock,  the  number  of  which  is  regulated  by  the  area 
of  his  agricultural  land. 

The  general  totals  for  the  Colony  (including  the  Chatham  Islands), 
were :  horses,  99,859 ;  cattle,  494,917 ;  sheep,  11,704,853 ;  and  pi^, 
123,921.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  267  mules  or  asses,  14,276 
goats,  and  1,058,198  poultry  of  all  descriptions. 

AgrieuUv/ral  Implements. — It  may  be  found  convenient  to  give 
herewith  the  following  items  of  information  on  kindred  matters,  which 
correctly  belong  to  the  returns  of  the  census  (taken  on  March  1, 
1874),  and  the  details  of  which  will  be  included  among  the  census 
abstracts  when  published : 

On  March  1,  1874,  there  were  in  the  Colony  770  threshing 
machines  (viz.  201  steam,  61  water,  and  508  horse),  2,744  reaping 
machines,  18  steam  ploughs,  and  11  steam  harrows. 

Butter  and  Cheese. — ^The  production  of  butter  for  the  year  pre- 
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Nkw  ceding  the  census  was,  according  to  the  returns,  4,861,309  Ibs^  and 
Zealand.  ^£  cheese  1,964,809  lbs.  I  must,  however,  remark  more  especially 
with  regard  to  the  first  of  these  two  items,  that  I  place  very  little 
reliance  on  the  figures  given,  as  in  nearly  all  instances  no  record  of 
the  production  is  kept  by  the  producers,  and  the  figures  given  by 
them  are  of  the  most  haphazard  description  :  such,  possibly,  as  the 
weekly  produce  at  the  time  multiplied  by  the  number  of  weeks  in 
the  year,  when  for  months  there  may  be  no  butter  made,  and  the 
yield  during  the  season  is  c(mtinually  varying,  or  other  computation 
equally  erroneous. 

Part  V. — Law,  Crime,  and  Education. 

CivU  Cases. — ^There  were  642  civil  cases  commenced  in  the  Supreme 
Court  during  the  year  1873  ;  of  these  42  were  tried  before  juries. 
874  civil  cases  were  commenced  in  the  various  District  Courts  during 
the  same  period :  of  these,  315  came  to  trial,  and  59  cases  lapsed  or 
were  discontinued.  There  were  17,163  civil  cases  heard  beiore  the 
various  Magistrates*  Courts.  The  amounts  sued  for  were  in  the 
aggregate  177,893/.  15a.,  and  the  aggregate  amounts  for  which  judg- 
ments were  given  were  87,852Z.  0«.  IJd. 

Bankruptcy, — There  were  425  petitions  in  bankruptcy  during  the 
year — 257  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  168  in  the  District  Courts. 
The  number  of  debtors  discharged  immediately  amounted  to  284, 
and  those  discharged  after  suspension  to  40.  In  7  cases  the  discharge 
was  refused  ;  in  97  cases  the  petitions  were  withdrawn,  dismissed,  or 
lapsed ;  and  in  14  cases  were  arranged  without  further  proceedings 
in  Court. 

Criminal  Cosea.— There  were  242  criminal  cases  tried  before  the 
Supreme  Court  In  156  of  these  cases  convictions  ensued :  40  males 
and  2  females  were  convicted  of  offences  against  the  person ;  84 
males  and  1  female  were  convicted  of  offences  acainst  property ;  and 
27  males  and  2  females  were  convicted  of  miscellaneous  offences. 

In  the  various  District  Courts  there  were  52  criminal  cases  tried, 
resulting  in  33  convictions,  all  of  males.  Of  these  convictions,  8  were 
for  offences  affainst  the  person,  10  were  for  offences  against  property, 
and  15  were  for  miscellaneous  offences. 

The  convictions  before  the  Magistrates'  Courts  numbered  12,151, 
viz.,  11,022  of  males  and  1,129  of  females.  813  males  and  70 
females  were  convicted  of  offences  against  the  person ;  482  males 
and  62  females  were  convicted  of  offences  against  property ;  and 
4,494  males  and  501  females  were  convicted  of  drunkenness.  Tnere 
were  3,171  convictions  for  offences  against  Acts  relating  to  the  social 
economy  of  the  Colony.  2,193  males  and  365  females  were  convicted 
of  other  offences. 

The  total  convictions  in  all  the  Courts  for  offences  against  the 
person  amounted  to  933,  viz.  861  of  males  and  72  of  females ;  and 
for  offences  against  property,  639,  viz.  576  of  males  and  63  of 
females. 

One  hundi*ed  and  fifty-nine  Maoris  were  convicted  of  various 
offences  during  the  year.  89  of  these  cases  were  for  larceny,  61 
for  drunkenness,  and  27  for  assault     There  was  1  case  of  horse 
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stealing ;  the  rest  were  for  various  oflfences.    1  Maori  was  eoDvicted      „  ^"^ 
ofluDi^y.  «!fijf»- 

The  number  of  prisoners  reoeiyed  in  the  various  gaols  during  the 
year  1873,  not  including  those  incarcerated  for  debt  or  lunacy, 
amounted  to  3,560,  or  excluding  the  Maori  cases,  65,  the  number 
was  3,495,  or  1*21  per  cent  of  the  mean  population  for  the  year. 
Of  these,  the  number  of  criminals  sent  to  gaol  on  charges  of  felony 
amounted  to  376  (not  including  Maoris,  20),  or  *  13  per  cent,  of  the 
mean  population  ;  and  on  charges  of  misdemeanour  (not  including 
Maoris,  12),  431,  or  *  15  of  the  mean  population. 

Fourteen  children  under  10  years  of  age  were  sent  to  gaol — 1  on 
a  charge  of  felony ;  47  between  10  and  15  years  were  sent  to  gaol,  of 
whom  7  were  committed  for  felony. 

Of  the  total  jmsoners  received  in  the  various  gaols  during  the 
year,  1,151  (viz.  756  males  and  395  females^  had  been  nreviously 
committed.  Of  these,  314  males  and  46  females  had  only  been  com- 
mitted to  gaol  once  previously ;  160  males  and  59  females  had  been 
committed  twice  previously ;  282  males  and  280  females  had  been 
committed  three  or  more  times'previously  ;  and  65  aboriginal  natives 
were  committed  to  gaol  for  various  offences,  of  whom  20  were  under 
sentence  for  felony. 

Common  Sehods. — The  number  of  common  schools  either  receiving 
aid  from  the  various  Provincial  Governments  or  being  under  the 
control  of  School  Boards  was  in  December,  1873,  4S4,  having  a 
total  of  824  teachers,  and  with  the  names  of  33,790  pupils  on  the 
books,  against  27,096  in  1872.  The  daily  average  attendance  of  the 
pupls  amounted  to  23,801,  viz.  13,093  boys  and  10,708  girls. 

Of  the  33,790  on  the  books,  19,749  were  under  the  age  of  10  years, 
13,696  were  of  the  age  of  10  and  under  15  years,  and  345  were  15 
years  old  and  upwards. 

Of  the  pupils  attending  the  common  schools,  about  7  per  cent, 
would  appear  to  be  receiving  a  superior  kind  of  education  beyond  the 
common  branches  of  education  taught.  The  number  of  pupils  at  these 
schools  learning  music  was  6,237. 

Superior  Schools. — ^The  number  of  superior  schools  receiving 
Government  aid  or  under  School  Boards,  in  December,  1873,  was  4, 
having  a  total  of  23  teachers,  and  with  the  names  of  498  pupils  on 
the  books,  of  whom  the  daily  average  attendance  was  472,  viz. 
341  boys  and  131  girls.  The  only  public  superior  ^rls'  school  was 
in  Otago. 

Private  Sehods. — The  number  of  private  schools  in  the  Colony  in 
December,  1873,  for  which  returns  have  been  received  by  me, 
amounted  to  182,  viz.  33  for  boys  only,  40  for  girls  only,  and  109 
mixed.  The  number  of  teachers  at  tnose  schools  was  425,  viz.  146 
males  and  279  females.  The  number  of  scholars  attending  those 
schools  was  6,739,  viz.  3,163  males  and  3,576  females,  and  the  daily 
average  attendance  of  both  sexes  was  5,814. 

There  appear  thus  to  be  in  the  Colony  680  schools  for  the  education 
of  the  European  portion  of  the  population,  attended  by  41,027  pupils, 
viz.  21,774  boys  and  19,253  girls,  and  requiring  1,272  teachers,  viz. 
647  males  and  625  females,  so  that  of  the  population,  other  than  the 
Maori  population,  on  December  31,  1873,  13*86  per  cent  were  at- 
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Zb^ajto      tending  schools  as  pupils.    In  other  words,  nearly  1  in  every  7  of  the 

*      population  was  attending  school. 

Educaiion  Bates. — ^The  education  rates  collected  in  the  different 

{)rovinces  amounted  to  the  sum  of  15,792Z.  4s.  lOd.  The  fees  col- 
ected  amounted  to  the  sum  of  14,912/.  19s.  Id.  The  Government 
grants  in  aid,  to  bl^lTil.  Ab.  lid.  The  receipts  from  other  sources  (as 
rents  and  local  contributions)  amounted  to  4,5687.  The  total  revenue 
of  the  various  public  schools  reached  the  amount  of  93,0547.  9«.  4ef., 
of  which  sums  amounting  to  19,6637.  19d.  Si.  are  specified  as  having 
been  granted  for  school-buildings  and  furniture.  These  sums  do  not 
include  the  payments  made  on  account  of  the  6,739  children  attending 
private  schools,  or  the  Auckland  and  Nelson  C!ollege  and  Grammar 
Schools,  supported  by  fees  and  endowments. 

Native  8chooh. — ^The  number  of  schools  established  for  the  educa- 
tion of  children  of  the  Maori  race  amounted  in  December,  1873,  to 
33.  The  average  number  of  Maori  pupils  attending  these  schools 
was  1,041,  viz.  809  males  and  232  females.  The  number  of  teachers 
was  48,  of  whon}  45  were  Europeans,  viz.  32  males  and  13  females ; 
and  3  were  Maoris,  viz.  2  males  and  1  female. 

There  were  also  14  European  schools  included  in  the  previous 
numbers  given  for  European  schools),  whicn  were  subsidizea  by  the 
Government  for  the  support  of  Maori  pupils.  The  number  of  Maoris 
attending  these  schools  was  203,  viz.  117  males  and  86  females. 
The  total  number  of  Maori  children  thus  receiving  education  was 
1,244,  viz.  926  males  and  318  females.  As  the  recent  Maori 
census  gives  an  approximate  nuaiber  of  8,117  males  under  15  years 
of  age  and  7,112  females  under  15  years  of  affe  (exclusive  of  half- 
castes  in  the  South  Island),  it  appears  that  of  uie  children  under  15 
years  of  age,  11  -41  per  cent  of  the  males  and  4*47  per  cent  of  the 
females  attend  school. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)       '  Wm'.  E.  E.  Beown, 
The  Hon.  Daniel  Pollen.  Registrar-General. 
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GIBRALTAR.  gibraltab. 


No.  17. 

General  Sir  W.  F.  Williams,  Bart,  G.C.B.,  to  The  Eael  op 

Caenabyon. 

My  Lord,  Gibraltar,  June  16,  1875. 

I  HAYB  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  the 
Blue  Book  of  Gibraltar  for  the  year  1874,  the  accuracy  of  which  has 
been  certified  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Bevenue  and  Expenditure, 

The  total  revenue  collected  in  1874  amounted  to  40,41  OZ.  68.  lid., 
showing  an  apparent  decrease  of  8,772Z.  68.  9d.  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  The  difierence  is  attributable  to  a  special  receipt 
in  1873  of  5,596?.  128.  8d.  from  the  Spanish  Government,  in  repay- 
ment of  the  Bonell  ransom,  and  to  a  decrease  under  the  following 
items  of  revenue : — 

£       8.       d. 

Duties  on  wines  and  spirits         -        -  575  13  2 

Tonnage  dues 1,318  15  7 

Auction  dues 576  13  4 

Wharfege  tolls 99  19  5 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year,  as  shown  in  the  return,  was 
42,430?.  198.  4c?.  From  this  must  be  deducted  the  sum  of  3,000?. 
remitted  to  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies,  for  investment.  The 
net  expenditure  was  39,430?.  198.  4d!.,  as  against  33,376?.  108.  Id.  in 
1873,  the  increase  of  expenditure  being  we  result  of  the  following 
extraordinary  payments : — 

1.  Thirteen  months'  salaries  paid  in  1874,  against  twelve  months' 
paid  in  1873. 

2.  Grant  to  the  Sanitarv.  Gommissioners  in  aid  of  the  general 
sanitary  purposes  rates,  1,500?. 

3.  Refund  to  the  Admiralty  for  expenses  incurred  in  raising  the 
wreck  *  Lutin,'  881?. 

4.  Increase  of  the  Government  grant  for  education,  535?. 

Legislation. 

The  following  proclamations  and  notice  were  promulgated  during 
the  year,  viz. : — 

1.  Proclamation  putting  in  force  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council, 
dated  20th  November,  1873,  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  for  the  mutual  extradition 
of  fugitive  criminals. 

2.  Notice  publishing  for  general  information  copy  of  the  treaty  of 
the  23rd  July,  1873,  and  of  the  Supjplementary  Convention'  of  the 
24th  January,  1874,  between  (keat  Britain  and  France. 

3.  Proclamation  putting  in  force  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council, 
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dated  17th  March,  1874,  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria  for  the  mutual  extradition 
of  fugitive  criminals. 

4.  Proclamation  signifying  the  making  and  passing,  in  the  Session 
of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  held  at  Westminster  in  the  37th  and  38th  years  of  Her 
Majesty's  reign,  of  an  Act  intituled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the 
**  Sentences  imposed  by  Colonial  Courts  where  jurisdiction  to  try  is 
"  conferred  by  Imperial  Acts." 

5.  Proclamation  putting  in  force  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council, 
dated  6th  August,  1874,  for  carrying  into  effect  a  ti'eaty  between 
Her  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  for  the  mutual 
extradition  of  fugitive  criminals. 

6.  Proclamation  putting  in  force  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council, 
dated  at  the  Court  at  Windsor,  on  the  12tn  day  of  May,  1874,  for 
making  better  pro^dsion  for  the  sewerage  and  drainage  of,  and  a 
supply  of  water  to,  Gibraltar,  for  the  prevention  of  nuisances,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  the  health,  the  diminution  of  disease,  and  the 
promotion  of  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  Her  Majesty's 
naval  and  militant  forces,  of  her  oflScers  and  servants,  and  of  all 
other  persons  resident  or  being  in  Gibraltar. 

7.  Proclamation  signifying  the  making  and  passing,  in  the  Session 
of  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
held  at  Westminster  in  the  37th  and  38th  years  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign,  of  an  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  for  further  promoting  the  Revision 
"  of  the  Statute  Law,  by  repealing  certain  enactments  which  have 
"  ceased  to  be  in  force  or  have  become  unnecessary." 

Pvblie  WorJcs. 

The  public  works  carried  on  during  the  past  year  were  not  of  a 
character  to' call  for  any  special  remarks.  The  amount  expended  in 
repairs  and  additions  to  Government  buildings,  the  im])rovement  of 
the  public  cemetery,  and  the  Alameda  Gardens,  was  3,281?.  Os.  5d. 

Shipping, 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  at  this  port  in  1874  was  5,027, 
of  which  2,765  were  steamers  and  2,262  sailing  vessels,  of  an 
aggregate  of  2,127,774  tons.  The  return  shows  a  decrease  of  457 
sailing  vessels,  and  an  increase  of  10  steamers,  as  compared  with  the 
arrivals  in  1873,  the  difference  in  the  total  tonnage  being  only  4,524. 

Educodion. 

The  number  of  schools  receiving  Government  aid  was  the  same  as 
last  year,  namely,  9.  The  returns  furnished  by  the  treasurers,  and 
examined  by  the  auditor,  show  an  improvement  in  the  attendance  for 
1874  on  those  of  1873,  and  the  general  eflSciency,  discipline,  and 
instructions  are  more  satisfactory  than  at  any  former  period. 

Population. 

The  gross  civil  population  is  estimated  at  18,695,  including  2,241 
aliens  on  temporary  permits.    The  military  population,  according  to 
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the  return  furnished  by  the  town  major  on  the  Slst  December,  was    Gibraltar. 

6,499.  

The  births  and  deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  as  follows : 
— Births,  591 ;  deaths,  550  :  showing  an  increase  of  91  births,  and 
a  decrease  of  13  deaths,  as  compared  with  1873. 

The  mortality  of  the  entire  civil  population  for  the  past  year  has 
been  calculated  by  the  Eegistrar  of  births  and  Deaths  at  23  •  9  per 
thousand. 

Bemarhs. 
The  general  health  of  this  fortress  was  in  1874  remarkably  good, 
and  the  trade,  and  general  condition  of  the  Colony  were  likewise 
satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        W.  P.  Williams, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  General  and  Governor. 

&C.     &c.      &c.  , 


MALTA.  Malta. 


No.  18.  No.  18. 

Governor  Lieut-General  Sir  C.  Z.  Van  Straubbnzbe,  G.C.B.,  to 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

My  Lord,  Palace  Valletta,  May  21,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Bhie  Book  for  the  year 
1874,  to  which  I  append,  for  the  information  of  your  Lordship,  a 
few  remarks  by  Sir  Victor  Houlton,  the  Chief  Secretary  to  this 
Government. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        0.  T.  Van  Straubenzee, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Governor. 

&C.      &c.      &c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  15. 

Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Valletta, 
Sir,  May  21,  1875. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  the  annual 
Blue  Book  for  the  year.  1874,  with  remarks  for  your  Excellency's 
information. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Victor  Houlton, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Government 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Leffislation, 
Nine  Ordinances  were  passed  Huring  the  year,  namely : — 

No.  1.  To  make  certain  provisions  for  the  prevention  of  accidents 
at  sea,  and  for  the  better  protectiottof  maritime  trade. 

No.  2.  To  amend  the  law  relative  to  prisoners  that  may  be  found 
on  board  merchant  ships. 
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^^^^'  No.  3.  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  extradition  of  indi- 

viduals accused  of^  or  sentenced  for,  offences  committed  in  foreign 
countries. 

No.  4.  To  amend  the  criminal  laws. 

No.  5.  For  exempting  the  congregation  of  the  SSmi  Nomi  di 
Gesh  e  di  Maria,  erected  in  the  church  of  San  Rocco,  in  Valletta, 
from  the  obligation  of  selling  certain  landed  property. 

No.  6.  For  exempting  tne  collegiate  and  parish  church  of  the 
city  of  Senglea  from  the  obligation  of  selling  certain  landed 
property. 

No.  7.  For  applying  a  sum  not  exceeding  101,189Z.  16$.  6d.  to  the 
service  of  the  year  1875. 

No.  8.  To  amend  the  police  laws. 

No.  9.  To  provide  new  means  of  postal  communication  between 
Malta  and  Sicily. 

PenHom. 

The  sum  of  897Z.  I65.  lid.  was  granted  to  new  pensioners  during 
theyear  1874,  and  the  pennon  list  has  been  relieved  of  1,1917. 12«.  4^. 

The  total  expenditure  under  this  head  amounted  to  13,5042. 12s.  6d., 
and  that  of  the  previous  year  (1873)  to  14,074?.  128.  lOd. 

CivU  EdahUshmenis. 

No  ffltuation  of  a  responsible  nature  has  become  vacant  during  the 
year  1874. 

Military  Expenditure. 

The  total  cost  of  the  military  establishment  for  the  year  1874 
amounted  to  250,5262. 15«. 

Savings  Banks. 

.The  total  number  of  depositors  during  this  year  was  3,077,  and 
the  amount  of  deposits  on  31st  December,  1874,  was  181,5132. 98. 10|d. , 
iving  an  increase  in  Malta  of  7,3962.  18^.  li.,  and  in  Gozo  of 
082.  18«.  6id. 
Total  increase,  7,7052. 16«.  7^. 

Malta — ^number  of  depositors  -        -        -        2,908 
Gozo  ,,  -        -        •       169 


3,077 


£  8.      d. 

Malta— amount  of  deposits      -         173,828  4  11 J 

Gozo  „  -  7,685  4  11^ 

£181,513  9  lOf 


Populaticm. 
The  total  population  of  these  Islands,  as  returned  in  the  Blue  Book 
herewith  enclosed,  amounts  to  145,599. 

Males     ....        72,070 
Females      ....    73,529 


145,599 
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This  figure  scarcely  shows  any  diflference  in  the  rate  of  population, 
as  given  on  31st  December,  1873. 

Tlie  number  of  births  was  4,596 ;  marriages,  1,083 ;  and  deaths, 
4,601. 

The  population  to  the  square  mile  is,  exclusive  of  the  Queen's 

trooDs—  i^*'^-  ^'33<^^  5  Gozo,  907^ . 
troops.     Ij^^j^  ^^^  Q^^^^  l,266pfy . 

8hippi7tg. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  of  Malta  on 
31st  December,  1874,  was  137,  representing  26,492  tons. 

Six  vessels  were  wrecked ;  four  sold  to  foreigners ;  one  broken  up ; 
three  ceased  to  be  British  ships ;  and  six  were  added  to  the  number 
of  vessels  belonging  to  this  port. 

The  number  of  steamers  which  entered  this  port,  during  the  year 
1874,  showsthe  usual  increase  over  the  number  of  arrivals  of  sailing 
vessels:— 

Steamers         -        -    2,378 
Sailing  vessels      -        2,017 


Increase    -       361  in  the  number  of  steamers. 


Their  aggregate  tonnage  amounted  to  :— 

Tons. 

Steamers 2,163,426 

Sailing  vessels      -        -        -        -        -       217,327 


Increase        -        -        1,946,099 

Ediicaiion. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  gives  an  increase  over  last 
year  n.873)  of  144Z.  17a.  85.,  which  has  been  caused  by  the  open- 
ing of  three  schools ;  namely,  two  in  1874  and  one  in  December, 
1873. 

.  The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  9,595Z.  6a.  3d.,  and  the  average 
number  of  scholars  attending  the  schools  to  7,864. 

Charitable  InstiitUions  and  Pvblic  Dispensaries. 

The  total  expense  of  the  charitable  institutions  during  the  year 
1874  amounted  to  26,358/.  7a.  7d.,  and  the  admission  of  inmates  into 
the  several  institutions  numbered  4,672,  giving  an  increase  of  expen- 
diture over  the  preceding  year  (1873)  of  234Z.  5a.  lOd.,  and  an 
increase  in  the  admissions  of  501  individuals. 

Medical    and  surgical    assistance    was  afforded  by  the  police 

Shysicians  to  74,637  out  and  indoor  patients.    This  figure  includes 
,106  vaccinations. 
The  number  of  foundlings  farmed  out  in  1874  was  34,  and  the 
numbec  of  individuals  who  received  out-door  relief  from  public  funds 
was  1,672.  l^ 
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Criminal  Statistics. 

The  offences  reported  to  the  police  or  the  magistrates  in  1874 
numbered  5^60,  of  which  705  were  against  the  person,  2  against 
the  good  order  of  families,  486  against  property,  and  4,567  other 
offences.  The  corresponding  numbers  in  lo73  were  776, 10,  501, 
and  4,386. 

The  number  of  persons  apprehended  by  the  police  or  summoned 
before  the  magistrates  for  the  above  offences  was  9^853,  of  which 
8,682  wei'e  summarily  convicted,  52  committed  for  trial  in  Her 
Majesty's  Criminal  Court,  and  1,119  acquitted.  The  52  cases  tried 
before  Her  Majesty's  Criminal  Court  were  disposed  of  as  follows : — 
40  convicted,  and  12  acquitted. 


Public  Works. 

A  sum  of  33,13421  Os.  Id.  was  expended  under  this  head  during 
the  year.  It  includes  1,240Z.  13s.  7a.  for  completing  the  restoration 
of  the  pmnted  ceiling  of  St  John's  church,  and  regilding  the  same. 
This  work  was  commenced  in  November,  1867,  and  the  amount 
expended  upon  it,  up  to  the  close  of  1874,  was  5,599Z.  lis.  2d. 
The  construction  of  the  tanks  at  Casal  Zabban,  mentioned  in  a 
previous  Report,  was  also  completed  at  an  expense  of  l,489t  lis.  IQd. 

The  remaining  expenditure  was  incurred  in  the  construction  of 
OTaves,  &c.,  at  the  **Addolorata  Cemetery,"  of  an  aisle  in  the 
Uorradino  prison  for  juvenile  offenders,  in  repairing  the  damages 
caused  by  the  storms  in  1871  and  1873,  in  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  roads  and  streets,  and  in  the  ordinary  current 
repairs. 

Finance. 

The  average  of  the  gross  revenues  of  the  five  years  immediately 
preceding  1874  was  164,582Z. 

The  gross  revenue  of  1874  was  175,0727. 19*.  9Jd  ;  but  in  order 
to  make  a  fair  comparison  between  the  revenue  of  1874  and  former 
years,  the  following  exceptional  items  should  be  excluded : — 

1871. 

Contribution  from  the  Imperial  Government  in  edd       £ 
of  water  supply      ------   8,000 

1872. 

Compensation  by  the  Imperial  Goyemment  towards 
the  settlement  of  local  claims  in  re^^ard  to  the 
rental  of  the  French  Creek  property  from  1866  -    2,427 

£10,427 
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reduciDff  the  quinquennial  average  of  the  five  years  preceding  1874       Malta. 
to  162,496Z. ;  and  

Balance  in  exchange  of  property  for  lands  required        £ 

for  military  purposes      -        -        -        -         -        732 
Sale  of  Ordnance  olock  -        -        -        .        -    -11,260 

£11,992 
reducing  the  revenue  of  1874  to  163,080Z. 
The  comparison  would  stand  as  follows : — 

1874 lestoso 

1873 162,283 

i.  e.  7971  more  in  1874  than  in  1873,  and  584Z.  above  the  reduced 

quinquennial  average. 

The  actual  expenditure  was : — 

I                      ,  £  8.     d. 

General  estimate  -----  147,779  18    2 
Supply  estimates 13,953  18  10 

Total        -        -    £161,733  17    0 

In  comparing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  year,  the  sum  of 
(say)  12,368?.  realized  on  the  sale  of  property,  &c.,  being  considered 
capital  for  investment  in  the  3  per  cent.  Consols,  must  be  excluded ; 
and  the  result  will  be : — 

^  £ 

Revenue 162,704 

Expenditure 161,733 

leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  revenue  of  9711, 

The  state  of  finances  of  Malta  may  be  summarily  stated  thus : — 

£  8,  d. 

Balance  ofthe  Cashier  and  Crown  Agents  -    47,377  16  11 

Advances  and  outstanding  balances      -    -      4,619     5  0| 

Stock  in  Consols,  at  92  per  cent.,  say      -  157,852    0  0 

£209,849     1  11| 
Deduct : — 

£  8.      d. 

Deposit  liabilities  -        -188,659  15    SJ 

Burthen  on  Scotch  Church     1,097    0     0 

Balance  of  sales  of  land 
and  Government  pro- 
perty, say  -        -        -        232    6     6i 

189,989  '1  llf 

Credit  balance  on  assets         -        -        -  £19,860    0-0 

Oenerai  Remarks. 

In  July,  1874,  the  high  rate  of  mortality,  as  indicated  by  the 
Mortuary  Returns,  had  so  alarmingly  increased,  that  the  Govem- 
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*^^ff'  ment,  desirous  that  its  causes  should  oe  examined,  and  information 
as  to  its  nature  and  actual  extent  placed  on  record^  directed  that  a 
Commission,  composed  of  members  of  the  medical  profession,  should 
analyze  and  report  upon  them.  The  Commission,  six  months  after 
their  appointment,  made  a  full  Report  on  the  sanitary  state  of  Malta 
and  Gozo,  and  attributed  its  insanitary  state  to  the  following  causes : 
— 1.  The  condition  of  the  inhabitants  in  regard  to  the  defective 
state  of  the  actual  system  of  sewage  and  drainage.  2.  Poverty,  and 
the  habitual  use  of  food  amongst  the  labouring  classes  wanting  in 
nutrient  principles ;  for  example,  the  use  of  barley  bread  as  an  article 
of  domestic  consumption  to  replace  wheaten  bread,  as  also  the  use  of 
rice,  potatoes,  and  even  the  carob  bean  to  supplement  grain.  3. 
Overcrowding,  which  can  be  best  particularly  illustrated  bjr  the  fact 
of  Malta,  with  a  superficial  area  of  95  square  miles,  numbering  1,330 
persons  to  every  square  mile  of  surface,  exclusive  of  garrison,  fleet, 
and  trading  vessels,  a  density  very  nearly  three  times  that  of  Belgium, 
which  offers  the  most  thickly  populated  area  on  the  Continent,  aggre- 
gating 451  persons  to  the  square  mile,  whilst  England  and  Wales 
have  389  only.  4.  Intra-mural  burials,  which,  thoueh  forbidden  in 
the  towns,  are  still  permitted  in  the  interior  of  churches  in  the 
villages.  5.  Early  and  improvident  marriages,  to  prevent  which  it 
would  be  most  desirable  that  the  great  influence  of  the  priesthood 
should  be  brought  to  bear  with  a  view  of  discouragement  6. 
Ignorance,  causing,  amongst  other  things,  an  excessive  rate  of  infant 
mortality.  With  regard  to  the  sewage  and  drainage  improvement 
scheme,  nothing  was  done  in  1874,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  hope 
that  these  important  sanitary  works  will  not  be  any  longer  delayed, 
and  that  the  outfall  tunnel  and  intercepting  sewers  will  be  commenced 
at  once  in  the  three  cities,  when  the  remaining  supplementary  works 
will  eventually  follow  suit.  With  regard  to  the  other  insanitary 
conditions  above  mentioned — ^that  of  overcrowding  and  poverty — 
these  can  be  best  met  by  emigration,  as  an  outlet  for  the  excessive 
population  and  a  means  of  restoring  a  healthy  equilibrium,  as  also 
by  amended  sanitary  legislation.  Indeed,  the  subject  of  emigration, 
and  that  of  an  increased  obedience  to  improved  sanitary  laws,  are  the 
two  great  questions  of  vital  interest  to  Malta,  which  should  be  taken 
in  hand  by  the  Government  and  Council  with  as  little  delay  as 


Durinff  the  past  year  the  great  work  begun  by  the  late  Sir  Gaspard 
Le  Marcnant,  namely,  the  extension  of  Malta  Great  Harbour,  was 
finally  completed,  and  the  French  Creek  handed  over  to  the  Admi- 
ralty authorities,  whilst  the  merchant  shipping  was  moved  into  the 
newly-extended  waters  of  the  Marsa.  With  regard  to  the  restoration 
of  the  Theatre  Royal,  this  building  has  been  left  in  its  present 
partially  destroyed  state  during  the  year  1874,  but  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that,  during  the  current  year,  steps  will  be  taken  to 
ensure  its  restoration. 

The  Island  has  been  perfectlv  quiet  during  1874,  and  the  latter 
portion  of  the  year  unusually  healthy. 

ViOTOB  HOULTON, 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government. 
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LAGOS.  ^^ 

No.  19,  No.  19. 

Governor  Steahan  to  The  Eabl  op  Carnarvon. 

Government  House,  Cape  Coast, 
My  Lord,  June  18,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue  Book 
of  the  Settlement  of  Lagos  for  the  year  1874,  together  with  the 
Administrator's  Report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Geo.  C.  Strahan, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Governor. 


Sir,  Government  House,  Lagos,  June  14,  1875. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  K>ok  of  this  Settlement 
for  the  year  1874. 

2.  The  only  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the  year 
affecting  the  taxation  or  duties,  consist  in  the  exemption  ffom  duty  of 
articles  imported  by  the  Administrator  for  his  private  use,  of  books 
and  printea  matter,  and  of  mathematical  and  scientific  instruments. 
An  Ordinance  was  also  passed  repealing  an  Ordinance  of  the  previous 
year,  which  granted  certain  fees  to  oflBcers  of  Customs  attending  at 
extra  hours,  and  providing  that  all  such  fees  should  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  the  officers  receiving  in  lieu  thereof  a  certain  fixed  com- 
pensation. 

3.  The  total  revenue  of  the  year  from  all  sources  was  39,3357. 
Of  this  gross  amount  33,715Z.  was  derived  from  Customs,  the  other 
principal  heads  of  revenue  being : — 

Land  revenue    ----.-  282 

Postage 349 

Licences    -        - 1,616 

Fines,  forfeitures,  &c.      -        -        -        -    -  1,485 

Reimbursement  in  aid  of  expenditure    -        -  736 

Government  vessels         ...        -    .  512 

4.  The  expenditure  of  the  year  amounted  to  37,296Z.     The 
principal  items  of  expenditure  were  : — 

Establishments  ------  18,353 

Pensions,  retired  allowances,  and  gratuities    -  1,373 

Education 850 

Hospitals 723 

Police  and  gaols          -        ...        -  1,335 

Works  and  buildings       -        -        -        -    -  928 

Roads,  streets,  and  bridges          ...  955 

Miscellaneous  services     -        .        .        -    -  3,773 

Aborigines         -----.  1,090 

Drawbacks  and  refund  of  duties        -        •   -  1,778 

Government  vessels 1,386 
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^^^'  5.  There  are  no  local  revenues  raised  and  appropriated  under  the 

authority  of  any  municipal  or  other  body,  not  accounted  for  in  the 
general  revenue  of  the  Settlement 

6.  The  public  debt  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  2O,O00Z., 
being  a  loan  from  the  Iiriperial  Treasury  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1873,  to  enable  the  Settlement  to  extricate  itself  from  its 
financial  embarrassment,  caused  bv  the  closing  of  the  roads  into  the 
interior  by  the  native  chiefe,  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  trade. 

7.  There  is  no  local  militia;  the  expenditure,  however,  upon  the 
armed  and  civil  police  and  Government  vessels  amounted  to  9,C67Z. 
Formerly,  the  Imperial  Government  contributed  largely  both  to  the 
military  and  naval  protection  of  the  Settlement,  but  in  recent  years 
the  local  expenditure  has  been  much  increased  fi'om  the  necessity  of 
establbhing  an  armed  police  force. 

8.  The  expenditure  under  the  head  of  works  and  buildings  has 
been  confined  to  repairs  to  buildings,  streets  and  drains,  and  the  con- 
struction of  new  drains ;  no  public  work  of  any  importance  having 
been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

9.  Under  the  head  oiF  legislation,  no  Ordinances  have  been  passed 
in  the  Settlement,  except  the  appropriation  Ordinances,  in  addition  to 
those  mentioned  in  paragraph  No.  2,  a  loan  Ordinance  was  disallowed. 
The  Settlements  of  Lagos  and  on  the  Gold  Coast  were  separated 
from  the  Government  of  the  West  Africa  Settlements,  and  erected 
into  one  Colony  under  a  new  charter,  dated  24th  July,  1874.  There 
is  one  Executive  Council  and  one  nominated  Legislative  Council  for  the 
two  Settlements. 

10.  In  the  civil  department,  several  changes  have  taken  place. 
Captain  Strahan  left  for  Cape  Coast  in  June  to  assume  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Settlement,  when  the  Government  was  ad- 
ministered by  the  acting  collector  of  customs  till  my  arrival  in 
September.  The  offices  of  collector,  chief  magistrate,  stipendiary 
police  magistrate,  and  postmaster,  became  vacant  during  the  year  and 
temporary  provision  was  made  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
attaching  to  each.  One  death,  that  of  the  deputy-collector  of 
customs,  occurred  in  the  Settlement  during  the  year. 

11.  The  pension  list  has  been  increased  to  the  extent  of  lOOZ.  by 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bellis,  late  harbour  master. 

12.  The  only  power  represented  by  a  Consul  is  the  German 
Empire. 

^     13.  The  population  of  Lagos  is  estimated  at  over  60,000,  but  the 
return  under  this  head  cannot  be  considered  reliable. 

14.  The  Settlement  has  hitherto  contributed  little  towards  the  pro- 
motion of  religion  and  education.  The  Church  Missionary  Society, 
the  Wesleyan  Society,  and  the  Roman  Catholics  are  represented  by 
ministers,  churches,  and  schools.  To  each  of  these  societies  a  grant 
of  lOOZ.  was  given  for  the  promotion  of  education.  From  the  returns 
furnished  for  the  Blue  Book,  the  average  attendance  at  the  churches 
and  chapels  would  appear  to  be : — 

Church  Missionary  Society    -        -        -        -  1,365 

Wesleyan 1,420 

Roman  Catholic 300 
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And  the  number  of  scholars  of  both  sexes  to  be : —  Liaos. 

Church  Missionary  Society         -        -        -    -     837 

Wesleyan    -        -        -        -        -        -        -185 

Roman  Catholic       ---.-.     250 

15.  The  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  year  have  been 
respectively  348,636?.  and  486,327?.  Large  importations  of  spirits 
came  from  France  and  Germany,  of  cowries  from  Zanzibar,  and  of 
tobacco  and  rum  from  the  Brazils.  The  principal  exports  are  palm 
oil,  palm  kernels,  and  cotton. 

16.  The  number  of  vessels  entered  was  192,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  33,524  tons ;  the  number  cleared  was  211,  of  39,154  tons. 
This  return  is  exclusive  of  the  mail  steamers  calling  at  Lagos  on 
their  outward  and  homeward  voyage. 

17.  Reports  have  already  been  made  upon  the  state  and  unsuit- 
ableness  of  the  hired  building  now  used  as  a  gaol.  Prison  discipline 
cannot  be  effectively  enforced.  Plans  and  estimates  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  gaol  have  this  year  been  prepared  .by  Captain  Sale,  R.E. 
The  criminal  returns  of  the  past  year  compare  favourably  with  those 
of  former  years. 

18.  The  hospital  building  is  well  adapted  for  the  purpose ;  it  is 
effectively  conducted,  and  was  originally  built  as  a  barrack  for 
Imperial  troops.  There  is  no  separate  lunatic  asylum  or  poor-house. 
Accommodation  is  provided  for  males  in  the  debtors'  prison,  and  for 
females  in  the  criramal  prison.  , 

19.  In  conclusion,  I  would  remark  that  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  Settlement  has  improved  in  consequence  of  the  increased  quantity 
of  produce  brought  in,  the  result  of  the  re-occupation  of  farms  and 
plantations,  which  were  abandoned  in  the  years  1872  and  1873,  when 
the  roads  were  closed  to  the  interior. 

1  have,  &c., 

C.  C.  Lees,  Administrator. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Strahan. 


LONDON: 

TMOmD  BT  WILLIAM  CSOWI8  AlTD  SOVB,  fTAVTOSD  STRSR  ▲XD  OHARIHQ  CI08S, 
rOB  HBB  UXJUm'B  8IATI0NBBT  OFFIOK. 
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254 

20 

Setchelles  -..--. 

274 

21 

Labuan         ...... 

282 
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Canada. 


No.  I. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Bight  Hon,  Sir  Fbedebigk  Temple, 
Earl  of  Dufferin,  K.P.,  K.C.B.,  Governor  General  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada^  &c.,  &q.,  &c. 

Ottawa,  February  4th,  1875. 
Mat  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  tables  of  the  trade  and  nay^tion  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June  1874,  as  prepared 
from  official  returns,  and  laid  before  him  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)         Izaac  Burpee, 

Minister  of  Customs. 


To  the  Honourable  Isaac  Burpee,  Minister  of  Customs, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  tables  of  trade 
and  navigation  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  30th  June  1874.  These 
statistics  were  compiled  during  the  incumbency  of  my  respected 
predecessor  in  oflSce,  B.  S.  M.  Bouchette,  Esq.,  but  as  the  press 
work  was  not  completed  until  after  my  accession  to  office,  it 
devolves  upon  me  to  present  them  for  your  information  and  accept- 
ance, and  in  doing  so  it  becomes  my  duty  to  supplement  the  several 
tabulated  statements  with  a  few  explanatory  and  suggestive  notes. 

The  following  is  a  reproduction  of  a  condensed  comparative 
statement,  publi^ed  in  the  Commissioner's  report  for  the  year  ended 
30th  June  1873,  showing  the  value  of  exports  and  imports,  and 
of  goods  entered  for  consmnption,  with  the  duty  collected  thereon 
for  seven  years,  from  1868  to  1874  inclusive,  and  the  aggregate 
of  the  whole: — 


Total 

Total 

Entered  for 

Duty. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Consumption. 

dole. 

dols. 

dols. 

dols.  cts. 

Flsool  yeur  endiDg  SOtii  June  1868 . 

67;!67,888 

78369/M 

71A»6.8O0 

8319.48188 

Do.                da 

1809- 

6M74781 

70.418.186 

07402,170 

8386300  71 

Do.                da 

1870- 

78^78,400 

74814880 

^% 

9.408340  44 

Da                da 

1871- 

74178,018 

96,092^^ 

U340366  76 

Da                do. 

187S- 

82,088,088 

111,480.697 

107.700410 

18346,408  60 

Do.                da 

1878- 

80.788^922 

128.011.281 

127.614604 

18317.780  17 

Da                da 

1874- 

80.861.928 

128.218.682 

127.404100 

14481382  87 

Affiregate  for  Beven  y 

627.671.280 

682.487.609 

0OO.2OO.4M 

98310.043  87 

87498. 
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4  PAPERS  BELATING   TO 

Canada.  This  exhibit  of  the  trade  of  the  Dominion  needs  little  comment. 

It  shows  a  steady  and  continuo^  increase  under  each  heading, 

with  the  exception  of  the  second  year  after  Confederation  (1869j, 
in  which  there  appears  a  slight  diminution  in  imports  and  revenue. 

The  value  of  the  annual  increase,  however,  as  an  index  of  the 
trade  of  the  country  must  be  modified  by  the  following  considera- 
tions":— 

The  first  three  years  represent  the  business  of  four  prcvinoes 
only,  viz.,  Ontario,  Quebec,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Ai&initoba  was  received  into  the  Union  in  1871,  and  the  statistics 
of  the  year  include  six  months'  business  of  that  province,  amounting 
to  ;^254,063.  Total  imports,  ;$f286,337  entered  for  consumption, 
and  ,jfl5,723  22  duty  collected. 

In  1872,  the  total  imports  of  Manitoba  were  valued  at  ,$942,247. 
Entered  for  consumption,  jjll,020,l  72,  upon  which  ,$46,839  90  duty 
was  collected.  The  exports  of  this  jM*ovince  for  the  same  year 
were  valued  at  ^85,641 ;  in  this  year  also  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  British  Columbia  were  introduced,  the  amounts  being  as 
follows : — Total  imports,  J$l,7 90,362  ;  entered  for  consumption, 
^1,767,068;  duty  collected,  ,$342,400  48.  Value  of  exports 
^1,912107. 

The  statistics  of  1873  show  the  imports  of  Manitoba  to*  be  : — 
Total  imports,  J$918,336.  Entered  for  consumption,  ,$1,029,130 ; 
and  duty  collected,  ^$48,074  45  ;  and  the  export,  ,$246,983*;  nearly 
all  of  which  consisted  of  ^*  furs  "  or  skins  of  wild  animals.  In 
Manitoba  it  will  be  observed  that  the  value  of  goods  entered  for 
consumption  has  exceeded  the  value  of  total  imports  each  year. 
This  is  caused  by  the  large  quantities  removed  in  bond  from  rorts 
in  Ontario  and.  Quebec,  which  are  included  in  the  total  imports  of 
those  provinces.  The  returns  of  British  Columbia  this  year  g-ive 
the  value  of  total  imports,  ,$2,191,01 1.  Entered  for  consumption, 
,$2,076,476 ;  duty  collected,  ,$302,147  65;  exports,  ,$1,792,347. 

In  the  present  year  (1874)  the  total  dominion  exports  and 
imports  include  the  following  amounts  for  Manitoba,  British 
Columbia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island: — 

Manitoba  :— Exports,  i$797,762  ;  total  imports,  ,$1,797,033; 
entered  for  consumption,  ,$1,853,659;  duty  collected,  ,$67,471  97. 

British  Columbia:  —  Exports,  ,$2,120,624;  total  imports, 
j$2,085,569;  entered  for  consumption,  ,$2,048,336 ;  duty  collected, 
,$336,494  47. 

Prince  Edward  Island :— Exports,  ,$722,129;  total  imports, 
;$1,908,522 ;  entered  for  consumption,  ,$1,913,696 ;  duty  collected, 
^219,458  07. 

The  exports  of  British  Columbia  consist,  to  the  extent  of  about 
one  half,  of  gold  in  dust  and  bar,  and  the  remainder  is  isMj 
divided  between  other  products  of  the  mine,  chiefly  coal,  the  forest, 
the  fisheries,  and  animals  and  their  produce. 
^  Of  the  exports  of  Prince  Edwwd  Idand,  about  two-thirds  con- 
sist of  agricultural  products  and  animals,  the  principal  trade  being 
with  Great  Britain. 
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HER  majesty's   COLONIAL   POSSESSIONS.  6 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  annual  increase  in  the 
trade  of  the  four  original  provinces  of  the  Dominion^  exclusive  of 
those  subsequently  admitted  to  the  Union. 

Value  of  exports,  goods  imported,  entered  for  consumption,  and 
duty  coDected,  in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  following  years : — 


Total 

Total 

Entered  for 

Duty. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Consumi^km. 

dols. 

dols. 

dols. 

T«Br  ended  aoth  JviM  1868 - 

67^7,888 

78»459^644 

71386,306 

8 

Do.            do.    1869- 

60.474,781 

70,416,165 

67,402,170 

8 

Da             da    WTO- 

7W73,490 

74314,889 

71,237.608 

fi 

Bo.             do.     1871- 

74,173,618 

96,838,908 

86,661,146 

11 

Do.             do.    1872- 

80,643,016 

108,697,9i8 

104,921376 

IS 

Jkk             do.    1873- 

87,760,692 

124,902,934 

124,408388 

12 

Do.            da    1874- 

85,711,418 

128,422,408 

121,688,478 

18 

Aggregate  for  Beven  years     • 

619,893,797 

670,661,376 

648,205366 

77301,433  66 

A  glance  at  this  table  is  sufficient  to  show,  not  only  a  steady, 
but  a  rapid  increase  in  the  commerce  of  the  four  provinces  included 
in  it,  since  the  accomplishment  of  Confederation.  The  slight 
falling  off  in  the  imports  of  1869  is  scarcely  noticeable,  and  the 
decline  of  two  millions  in  the  value  of  the  exports,  and  two  and 
one  half  millions  in  that  of  the  imports  of  1874,  is  attributable  to 
the  depression  prevailing  in  the  United  States  in  all  departments 
of  trade,  rather  than  to  any  reverses  originating  in  Canada.  In- 
deed, the  whole  difference  in  the  aggregate  values  of  imports 
between  1873  and  1874  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  reduction 
in  prices,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  also  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  latter  year,  and  is  not  to  be  accepted  as  indicating  a 
reduction  in  quantities.  This  will  be  apparent  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  an  average  reduction  of  two  per  cent,  in  values 
would  account  for  the  whole  decrease  of  1874. 

The  relative  bearing  of  the  Customs  Tariff  upon  the  commerce 
of  each  province  of  the  Dominion  is  exhibited  in  the  following 
table : — 


Per^^entDg©  of  Duty  on  Total  Value  of  Imports,  Dutiable  and  Free. 

Teura 

Ontario. 

Quebec 

Novi 
Sflotia. 

New 
Brunt* 
wick. 

Manitoba. 

British 
Colombia. 

Prince 
Bdwarcl 
Island. 

Domi- 
nion. 

percent. 

percent 

percent. 

percent 

percent 

percent 

percent 

percent 

1868 

08*86 

14*04 

12-40 

15*69 

— 

— 

— 

12-06 

1869   -     - 

08*62 

13*68 

12*80 

13*68 

— • 

— 

•^ 

U-78 

1870 

09*26 

14*78 

13*00 

14*86 

— 

— 

— 

12-66 

1871 

08*87 

13*81 

12*42 

14-6$ 

66*18 

— 

-*- 

13*8i 

1872 

10*80 

12*60 

10*76 

13-62 

04*97 

1912 

— 

11*70 

1873 

08*76 

10*94 

10*75 

11-79 

05-28 

13*79 

— 

10-17 

1874 

06*84 

12*83 

12*66 

13-72 

08*76 

16*13 

11*60 

11*29 

The  above  shows  the  actual  per-centage  of  Customs  dntisB 
levied  each  year  from  1868  to  1874,  indusive.  The  caloulatioiis 
are  based  upon  total  imports,  including  the  value  of  free  as  well 
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6  PAPERS   RELATING   TO 

Oahada.      aa  dutiable  goods.      It  will  be  seen  that,  under  the  variety  of 

changes  which  the  tariff  has  undergone  since  1868,  there  has  been 

very  little  variation  in  the  average  per-centa^  of  duties  levied 
under  each,  and  in  1874  there  is  actually  a  sli^t  decrease  as  com- 
pared with  1868. 

The  greatest  difference  appears  in  the  comparison  of  Ontario 
and  Queoec  This  is  accountable  for  on  two  grounds.  Chiefly 
from  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of  free  goods  imported  in  Ontario 
is  very  much  in  excess  of  any  other  province  of  the  dominion, 
owing  to  the  larger  number  and  greater  extent  of  the  manu- 
factories in  operation  in  that  province,  the  raw  material  used  in 
which  is  generally  found  on  the  free  list ;  while  the  reverse  of  this 
is  true  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  The  importation  of  large 
quantities  of  foreign  grain  also  in  Ontario,  which  is  entered  free 
of  duty,  and  afterwards  exported  chiefly  from  the  Port  of  Mon- 
treal, either  unchanged  or  in  the  forms  of  flour  and  meal,  con- 
tributes largely  to  produce  this  result. 

It  must  be  remembered  also  that  the  Port  of  Montreal  is  nearly 
ds  much  a  feeder  of  Ontario  as  of  Quebec,  particularly  in  those 
classes  of  imports  subject  to  the  highest  rates  of  duty.  Not  only 
is  there  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  dutiable  imports  of  Montreal 
purchased  there  in  bond,  for  removal  to  'ports  in  Ontario,  but 
many  small  dealers  in  various  localities  in  the  latter  province 
purchase  their  stock  from  Montreal  merchants,  duty  pirfd.  For 
the  purpose  of  comparison,  therefore,  with  other  Provinces,  the 
aggregate  imports  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  should  be  taken  together, 
and  the  combined  per-centage  will  be  found  to  be  lQ*88for 
the  last  year,  and  a  similar  result  would  be  obtained  by  the 
same  means  in  reference  to  all  former  years.  This  calculation 
still  leaves  the  combined  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  repre- 
sented as  paying  a  smaller  per-centage  of  Customs  duty  than  any 
of  the  other  provinces  except  Manitoba,  but  the  same  result  would 
not  be  obtained  were  the  calculations  made  to  embrace  all  other 
sources  of  revenue,  because  those  provinces  consume  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  excisable  goods,  such  as  domestic  liquors 
and  tobacco,  and  pay  an  equally  large  proportion  of  excise  duty. 

In  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  the  per-centage  of  duty 
paid  has  steadily  ranged  at  a  somewhat  higher  figure  than  in  Nova 
Scotia.  This  is  accounted  for  also  by  the  larger  proportion  of 
free  goods  imported  in  the  latter  province  over  the  former. 

The  small  per-centage  paid  in  Manitoba  is,  of  course,  owing  to 
the  continuance  in  force  of  the  old  Assinibonine  tariff,  under  which 
the  bulk  of  the  importJitions  paid  only  47^  duty.  The  dominion 
tariff,  however,  having  been  extended  to  that  province  on  the  Ist 
July  last,  the  current  year  will  present  a  better  comparison. 

In  British  Columbia  the  trade  has  not  yet  assumed  the  cha- 
racteristics of  the  older  provinces,  and  as  nearly  all  their  imports 
of  dutiable  goods  are  for  home  consumption  the  per-centage  of 
duty  must  necessarily  range  at  a  high  figure. 
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the  Dominion  from  1868  to  1874 

Yews. 

Ontario. 

Quebec. 

Nova 
Sootia. 

New 
Brons- 
wiek. 

Manitoba. 

British 
Columbia. 

Prince 
Edwaid 
Island. 

Domi- 
nion. 

1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 

dols.cte. 
1   44 
1   82 

1  61 

2  06 
2    88 
2    66 
2    69 

dols.  cts. 
8    89 
8    60 
4    10 
4   99 
6    18 
4    96 
6    66 

dols.ot8. 
8    06 
2    86 
8    04 
8   42 
8    44 
8    21 
8    68 

dols.  CtB. 

8    22 

8    22 
8    60 
4    24 

4    46 
4    86 

4    89 

2    68 
8    96 
4    06 
6    69 

dols.  cts. 

6""86 
6   04 
6    78 

dols.  cts. 

dols.  cts. 
2    62 
2    48 
2    74 
8    89 
8    64 
8    68 
8    98 

Canada* 


The  same  remarks,  in  explanation  of  the  difference  in  the  per- 
centage of  duty  paid  in  Ontario  and  Quebec^  appended  to  the 
former  table,  will  equally  apply  in  reference  to  tlw  above.  The 
combined  populations  of  these  two  provinces  paid  in  1874  the 
sum  of  ;^*  12  per  head. 

It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  per-centage  of  duty  and  values 
of  imports  has  remained  nearly  stationary  for  the  seven  years  in 
question,  the  per  capita  taxation  has  steadily  increased  every  year, 
ranging  from  2  *  62  in  1868  to  3  *  93  in  1874.  This  circumstance, 
however,  only  proves  that  the  increase  in  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try has  exceeded  in  proportion  the  increase  of  population,  and  is 
really  one  striking  evidence  of  steadily  increasing  general  prosperity. 

The  calculations  in  this  table,  in  the  case  of  the  four  original 
provinces,  are  based  for  the  first  three  years  upon  the  census  of 
1861,  widi  the  pro  rata  per-centage  of  increase  as  ascertained  by 
the  census  of  1871  added  to  each  year;  and  those  for  the  four 
following  years  upon  the  census  of  1871  without  addition,  there 
being  no  reliable  data  upon  which  to  estimate  the  increase  since 
the  ktter  date.  This,  however,  does  not  lessen  the  value  of  the 
comparison  instituted,  as  the  proportion  of  increase  cannot  be  very 
diffi^nt  in  each  province. 

The  population  of  Manitoba  is  taken  from  the  census  of  that 
province  of  1870,  and  British  Columbia,  at  50,000  inhabitants  as 
estimated. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  chief  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Dominion  is  necessarily  raised  by  means  of  Customs  duties,  it  will 
be  conceded  that  the  burden  of  such  taxation  as  exhibited  in  the 
above  bears  very  lightly  upon  our  population,  especially  when 
compared  with  older  countries. 

Annual  per-centage  of  Expenses  of  Collection  of  Customs 
Reyenub  in  each  Pbovince  since  Confederation. 


Yean. 

Ontario. 

Qnebec 

Nova 
Scotia. 

New 
Brans- 
wick. 

Manitoba. 

British 
Columbia. 

Prince 
Bdward 
Island. 

Domi- 
nion. 

percent 

percent. 

percent 

percent 

percent 

percent 

percent 

P^*^*- 

1868 

07*14 

04-86 

08-66 

^-48 

— 

— 

— 

06*09 

Wfi 

07-68 

06-79 

00-66 

0906 

— 

— 

— 

07*09 

1870 

06*88 

08-69 

08-98 

06-88 

— 

— 

— 

06-41 

1871 

04-90 

08-87 

07-87 

06*88 

— . 

— 

— 

04-81 

1871 

04-20 

08-77 

06-69 

06-61 

17-08 

—m 

— 

04*04 

1878 

04-26 

08-lt 

07-68 

06-88 

17*86 

0608 

— 

04*86 

1874 

04-96 

08*94 

07-77 

06-27 

16-87 

06-91 

08-06 

04*66 
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Oanaba.  There  are  several  pdnts  in  this  statement  which  are  worthy  of 

remark.  Referring  to  the  Dcnninion  column,  it  will  be  observed 
that,  with  the  excq[>tion  of  1 869,  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in 
the  per-centage  of  expenses  until  1873.  This  is  the  result  of  the 
large  increase  in  revenue  and  the  expenses  not,  of  coarse,  increasing 
in  proportion ;  and  in  this  connexion  it  may  not  be  improper  for 
me,  very  respectfully,  to  observe  that  the  multiplication  at  small 
ports  and  outports  of  entry  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 
increased  expenditure.  Were  it  possible  to  restrict  the  CustooM 
business  to  one  half  the  number  now  established,  the  same  amount 
of  revenue  could  be  collected  at  a  very  reduced  per-centage  of 
expense,  and  with  much  more  uniformity  in  the  administration  of 
Customs  laws,  security  to  the  revenue,  and  benefit  to  the  fair 
trader. 

In  the  comparison  of  the  four  original  provinces  of  the  CoiDr 
fedtftition.  Nova  Scotia  has  uniformly  maontained  the  largest  per- 
oeirtage  of  expenses.  This  is  owii^  to  the  large  number  of  pcvts 
of  entry  required  by  the  vtfy  extended  seaboard  of  that  province. 
While  the  peculiarities  of  the  coast,  however,  necessarily  demand 
a  very  lar^  staff  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  pce- 
vention  of  smuggling,  it  may  be  questkwed  whether  these  ends 
could  not  be  better  answered  by  having  fewer  ports  and  a  lai^ger 
number  of  preventive  officers  of  a  superior  class,  whose  whole 
time  should  be  engaged  in  the  service. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  Manitoba  have  hitherto,  of  neces- 
sity, involved  expenses  out  of  all  i»'oportion  to  those  of  the  older 
provinces^  but  as  population  and  commerce  increase,  and,  under 
the  operation  of  the  Dominion  Tariff,  a  large  revenue  wiB  be 
secured  and  the  diflference  will  rapidly  decline. 

The  cost  of  collection  in  Prince  Edward  Island  for  1873-74 
appears  to  be  excessive,  exceeding  even  that  of  Nova  Scotia ;  but 
as  the  Act  of  Union  was  anticipated  for  some  time  before  it 
took  effect,  and  the  Island  Tariff  was  lower  than  that  of  the 
Dominion,  an  unusually  large  importation  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June  was  the  result.  This  lessened  very  materially  the 
revenue  of  the  year  under  the  Dominion  Tariff,  and  increased  the 
per-centage  of  expenses  in  proportion.  The  revenue  of  the  current 
fiscal  year  will  be  very  much  larger,  while  the  expenses  will  not 
be  increased  in  proportion. 

The  following  tables  will  he  found  interesting,  as  exhihitii^  the 
aggregate  trade  of  the  Dominion  in  its  relations  with  Great  Britun 
ana  her  colonies,  and  foreign  countries  for  three  years,  commencing 
with  1872  ;— 

No.  1  gives  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  combined. 
No.  2  gives  the  value  of  exports  only. 
No.  3  gives  the  value  of  goods  entered  for  consumption,  and 
No.  4  ^ves  the  revenue  derived  from  Customs  duties. 
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CoimtrieB. 


G^reftt  Bntftin    •  •  . 

United  States   - 

France  -  -  - 

Germany  ... 

Spain    .... 

PbrtQgal 

Italy     .  .  .  - 

Holland  ... 

Belgimn  ... 

British  North  American  Proyinces 

British  West  Indies      . 

Spani^  West  Indies    - 

French  West  Indies      - 

Other  West  India  Islands 

South  America 

China  and  Japan 

Switzerland      ... 

Australia  ... 

Sonth  Africa    ... 

Other  Conntries 

Groods  (not  produce)  exported  - 

Total      . 


Aggr^ate  Trade. 


1872. 


dols. 

89,011,676 

71,872,525 

1,930,100 

977,923 

459,242 

189,655 

242,794 

201,088 

265,121 

3,736,453 

3,447,938 

2,911,042 

309,453 

107,156 

864,030 

488,070 

110,982 

81,926 

5,618 

437,805 

♦12,798,182 


190,848,779 


1873. 


1874. 


dols. 

107,266,624 

89,808,204 

2,055,195 

1,176,478 

502,966 

266,188 

229,657 

229,770 

864,456 

4,609,552 

2,933,548 

2,767,432 

343,221 

119,224 

1,701,638 

1,709,856 

120,514 

480,174 

102,977 

566^7 


217,804,516 


dols. 

108/)83,649 

90,524,060 

2,569,712 

1,022,428 

459,027 

294,007 

236,296 

271,043 

534,153 

2,657,547 

2,916,595 

2,595,356 

411,111 

163^67 

1,686,508 

1,263,728 

189,674 

98,733 

829,010 


216,756,097 


•  The  distribution  of  tfait  amount  wonld  add  about   5,000,000  dollars  each  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  1872. 


Canada. 


Coontries 

Value  of  Exports. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

Great  Britain   ^           -           .           - 
United  States   .... 
F^noe*           .... 
Germany          .... 
Spain    ..... 
Portugal           .... 

Italy 

Holland            .... 
B^gium            -           .           . 
BriSsh  North  American  Proyinces       - 
British  West  Indies      . 
Spanish  West  Lidies     . 
French  West  Indies     ... 
Other  West  India  Islands 
South  America             ... 
China  and  Japan          ... 
Australia   •      .           .           .           - 
South  Africa    .... 
Oflier  Countries           ... 
Qoodt  nol  the  produce  of  Canada 

dols. 

25,862,940 

86,232,989 

102,242 

86,282 

25,084 

122,225 

209,189 

6,376 

60,777 

1,767,866 

2,319,702 

1,632,681 

273,547 

100,222 

782,854 

49,711 

80,898 

5,618 

220,458 

12,798,182 

dols. 

81,486,571 

40,554,655 

31,907 

76,558 

95,080 

191,156 

177,982 

18,149 

17,754 

9,288,688 

1,939,788 

1,614,319 

299,060 

91,680 

1,259,266 

46,889 

40,965 

4,978 

229,991 

.     9»405,910 

dols. 

35,898»489 

35,061,117 

267,919 

•5,511 

960 

199,663 

190,211 

14,905 

168,694 

1,411,978 

1,958,988 

1,946,871 

879,009 

66,678 

1,912,615 

88,094 

98,478 

8,816 

470,875 

10,614,896 

Total      ... 

89^9,668 

89,789,999 

89,851,998 
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Canada. 


Value  of  Goods  entered  for  Consumption. 

r*        A^ 

uouDcr 

no*. 

1872. 

1873. 

■ 

1874. 

dols. 

dols. 

dols. 

Great  Britain   - 

- 

- 

63,148,736 

68^22,776 

63,076,437 

United  States  - 

- 

- 

35,639,586 

47,735,678 

54,279,749 

France - 

- 

- 

1,827,858 

2,023,288 

2,302,500 

Germany 

- 

- 

941,691 

1^099,925 

956,917 

Spain   - 

- 

. 

434,158 

477,886 

458,067 

Portogal 

. 

. 

67,430 

75,082 

100,544 

Italy     . 

- 

- 

88,605 

52,425 

46,085 

Holland 

- 

. 

194,712 

216,628 

256,188 

Beldam 

- 

- 

204,844 

346,702 

298,659 

BritiBh  North  American  ProTincei 

- 

1,968,587 

1,808,997 

1,088,468 

British  West  Indies 

. 

. 

1,128,286 

964,005 

919,517 

Spanish  West  Indies 

. 

. 

1,278,861 

1,148,241 

1,340,235 

French  West  Indies 

. 

. 

85,906 

43,412 

30,502 

Other  West  India  Islands 

. 

6,984 

24,274 

17,479 

South  America 

• 

• 

81,176 

416,199 

473,580 

- 

. 

388,859 

1,668,390 

1,224,506 

Switzerland 

- 

- 

110,982 

120,514 

189,674 

Australia 

• 

. 

1,103 

888,852 

— 

South  Africa    - 

. 

. 

— 

97,999 

— 

Other  Countries 

. 

. 

217,852 

298,871 

396,889 

Additional  copyrights 

- 

- 

— 

— 

8,823 

Total 

107,709,116 

127,514,504 

127,404,169 

Countries. 

Duty  Collected. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

dols.      cts. 

dols.      cts. 

dols.      cts. 

Great  Britain     - 

7,917^46  01 

7,^ 

)98,460  17 

7,867,481  41 

United  States     - 

2,410,401  89 

2,1 

>66,119  34 

8,681,014  18 

France  - 

582,968  12 

( 

J27,881  95 

744,059  10 

Germany 

800,696  86 

{ 

)34,415  51 

272,284  68 

Spain     - 

98,587  80 

] 

102,711  21 

112,918  78 

Portugal 

i0,411  75 

21,245  21 

27^74  63 

Italy       - 
Holland  - 

9,717  58 

9,820  80 

18,626  76 

318,868  24 

( 

294,569  02 

861,153  47 

Belgmm- 

58,885  40 

94,504  87 

51,171  82 

British  North   American    Pro- 

vinces 

. 

162,744  13 

97,147  81 

54,929  38 

British  West  Indies 

• 

427,827  55 

A 

101,444  24 

437,499  92 

Spanish  West  Indies 

. 

512,862  80 

A 

U2,117  42 

488,019  41 

French  West  Indies 

- 

6,420  91 

9,049  77 

9,929  84 

Other  West  India  Islands 

3,888  44 

9,319  48 

208  94 

South  America  - 

. 

89,819  87 

] 

182,660  79 

194,825  88 

China  and  Ji^an 

. 

144,990  54 

157  95 

26,185  10 

Switieiland 

- 

15,445  98 

15,994  95 

21,950  85 

Australia 

. 

110  31 

— 

.^ 

Other  Countries- 

. 

25,691  28 

85,583  31 

42,821  60 

Amounts  for  which 

DO  returns 

were  recdyed  by  the  Depart- 

ment - 

. 

4,464  14 

5,126  92 

— 

Differential  dn^- 

. 



— . 

117  17 

Diflierential  export  dut 

^     .        - 

— 

— 

14,564  90 

Total 

18,045|498  50 

18,017,730  17 

14,421,882  67 
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The  aggregate  trade  with  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United  States      Canada. 

has  steadily  increased,  and  in  nearly  the    same    ratio   in  each        

case,  or  about  /?14,000,000  total  value,  between  1872  and  1874. 
In  the  case  of  Great  Britain  ^10,000,000  is  the  increase  in  exports 
and  the  remaining  ;^000,000  is  chiefly  due  to  an  increased 
importation  of  free  goods,  which  leaves  the  amount  of  duty  col- 
lected very  nearly  alike  in  both  years.  The  advance  in  the  trade 
with  the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  is  sorely  due  to  in- 
creased importations,  while  the  value  of  our  exports  to  that  country 
18  slightly  less  in  1874  than  in  1872.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
our  direct  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  British  and  foreign,  has 
slightly  declined ;  but  with  South  America  it  shows  a  gratifying 
increase. 

Balance  of  Trade. 

The  great  disparity  between  the  values  of  imports  and  exports 
in  each  of  the  last  two  years  may,  to  many  persons,  appear  to  be 
a  startling  feature  in  the  commerce  of  the  dominion.  Many 
imagine  that  it  is  essential  to  a  healthy  condition  that  one  should 
nearly,  if  not  fully,  balance  the  other.  This  is  by  no  means  true  ; 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  country  actually  exporting  nothing, 
and  importing  largely,  may  still  be  prosperous  and  increase  in 
substantial  wealth. 

It  would  be  impossible,  and  perhaps  improper,  to  discuss  this 
great  and  vexed  question  at  length  in  a  paper  like  this ;  but  I 
may  be  excused  for  caUing  attention  to  one  or  two  facts  which 
may  disarm  the  statement,  that  our  imports  for  1873  and  1874 
exceeded  our  exports  to  the  amount  of  about  ;^8,000,000,  of 
some  portion  of  its  unpleasantness.  Our  imports  represent  a 
largely  increased  value  immediately  after  reception  in  Canada,  and 
are  therefore  fair  assets  against  our  indebtedness  at  that  additional 
valuation. 

A  very  large  proportion  also  of  our  imports  is  of  a  reproductive 
description,  and  not  onlv  increases  in  value  by  the  manipulations 
of  manufacturers  and  others,  but  is  the  basis  of  solid  and  enduring 
structures,  which  are  everywhere  regarded  as  constituting  legiti- 
mate items  in  the  catalogue  of  a  country's  wealth.  Particularly 
is  this  true  when  the  constructions  become  a  source  of  income  ; 
and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  excess  of  importations  in 
question  is  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to  the  construction  and 
extension  of  railways  and  canals,  and  other  public  and  profitable 
undertakings,  which  enhance  the  value  of  property  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  increased  public  and  private  revenue,  it  w&l  no 
longer  be  regarded  as  indicating  decadence,  but  the  reverse. 

If  the  bulk  of  our  importations  consisted  of  articles  essential  for 
immediate  consumption  for  the  support  of  human  life,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  &mine  stricken  nation,  or  if  our  exports  should  fail  to 
meet  Buch  expenditure,  the  case  would  be  very  different,  and 
would  soon  idtimate  in  national  bankruptcy ;  but  when,  as  is  the 
case  in  Canada,  our  importations  can  be,  and  are,  made  the  capital 
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Canada,      to  be  used  in  profitable  investments,  or  substantial  and  enduring 
""—        improvementB^  there  is  nothing  alarming  in  the  excess  of  a  few 
millions  in  the  imports,  even  though  continued  for  years. 

Grairu 

In  view  of  the  extended  details  which  these  returns  furnish  in  a 
clear  and  concise  form,  it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  offer  further 
explanations  of  many  of  the  items.  There  has  howerer,  been 
much  inquiry  made  by  different  persons  respecting  the  transac- 
tions in  grain,  both  foreign  and  domestic ;  and  I  therefore  beg  to 
remark  that,  owing  to  the  &ct  of  all  kinds  of  grain  being  free  of 
duty,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  transactions  therein,  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  diflSculty  to  keep  up  correctly  the  necessary 
distinction  betwsen  the  foreign  and  domestic  article.  It  is  also 
matter  of  r^pret  that  the  statistics  required  hitherto  by  this 
department  have  not  embraced  a  more  extended  specification,  the 
only  items  hitherto  required  being  '^  wheat  and  Indian  corp,*' 
while  all  other  grains  are  grouped  together.  I  propose  to  require^ 
after  the  1st  July  next,  that  '^  barley  and  oats  be  separately 
shown. 

As  it  respects  the  general  correctneess  of  the  statements  now 
given,  however,  I  beg  respectfully  to  observe  that,  having  been 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  serious  errors  had  crept  into  the 
returns,  I  have  made  diligent  inquiry  at  the  various  ports  wherein 
such  goods  are  chiefly  imported  and  exported,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  result  has  been  to  convince  me  that  no  important 
error  has  occurred,  and  that  in  the  main  the  returns  are  reliable. 

It  is  true  that  as  the  great  mass  of  the  exports  of  grain  take 
{dace  at  the  port  of  Montreal,  and  the  imports  of  the  iot&ga 
article  are  made  at  western  ports,  chiefly  at  Kingston,  and 
Canadian  grain  is  also  chiefly  sent  from  Ontario  to  Montreal  for 
exportation,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  prevent  the  foreign  and 
Canadian  goods  from  becoming  so  mixed  in  transportation  as  to 
render  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  the  distinction  in  the  export 
entries.  That  this  is  done,  however,  with  approximate  correctness, 
will,  I  think,  be  apparent  from  the  following  statement : — 

Bashelfl. 

ImpcMTted  in  1873-74,  wheat  -  -     8,390,443 

Exported        „  ,>  -  -    4,929,842 

On  hand,  taken  into  consumption  or 
ground  into  flour  and  exported     -    3,460,601 

ImpcNTted  in  1873*74,  Indian  com  -  -    5,331,307 

Ej^rted  „  „        -  -    2,444,704 

On  hand,  taken  into  oonsumptkm  or 

ground  into  meal  and  exported     -     2,886,603 
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Bufhels.  Cajtada. 

Imported  in  1873-4,  other  grain     -  -       645,982  

E2^)orted  ,>  ^  -  -* 


Total  quantity  of  grain  of  all  kinds  imported  14^67,732 
i»  ^  exported     7,374,546 

On  hand  and  taken  into  oonsumption 

or  exported  as  fionr  and  meal       -     6,993,186 

At  the  same  time  there  were  exported,  chiefly  at  Montreal,  of 
Canadian  produce, — 

Bushels. 
Wheat       -----    6,581,217 
Indian  com  -  -  -  -        235,864 

Other  grain  .  -  -  -     6,553,478 

Total  exports  of  grain  of  Canadian  {Hroduce  J$fl3,370,559 

The  only  error  of  any  consequence  which  I  conceive  possible  in 
these  stateittents  is  in  the  substitution  of  Canadian  grain  for 
foreign  in  the  exports ;  but  as  the  liability  to  this  mistake  is  equal 
on  both  sides,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  whole  to  be  very  nearly 
correct  The  entire  quantity  of  20,745,105  bushels  of  grain  was 
certainly  exported  in  1873-74* 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  returns  do  not  embrace  any 
grain  which  merely  passes  in  transitu  from  one  American  port  to 
another. 

I  am  somewhat  confirmed  in  my  c^union  that  the  quantities  of 
dominion  produce  are  not  overstated,  from  having  asoertaned 
that  the  census  returns  of  1871  give  the  following,  in  round 
numbers,  as  one  year's  production  ot  the  respective  kinds  of  gnun. 

Bnshels. 
Wheat     -  -  .     16,300,000 

Barley  -----  11,400,000 
Oats  -----  42,400,000 
Rye  -----  1,000,000 
Buckwheat  .  -  .  -      3,700,000 

Indian  com  -  -  -  -      3,800,000 


Total        -  -  -     78,600,000 

Sugar  and  Molasses. 

Referring  to  the  importations  of  sugar  and  molasses,  I  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  the  former  article,  being  subject  %o  a  specific 
and  advalorum  duty  combined,  and  a  very  large  amonnt  of  revenue 
being  dependent  upon  its  importation,  it  has  necessarily  engaged 
a  very  large  share  of  your  attention,  eqjecially  in  reference  to  its 

*  None  exported,  or  may  be  tbcItideS  In  export  entries  of  Canadian  grain. 
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Canada.  Uabilitj  to  entry  at  a  serious  undervaluatioii.  Without  venturing 
"""^  an  opinion  as  to  whether  such  frauds  have  actually  taken  place 
to  any  great  extent  or  otherwise,  I  may  state  that  there  was 
entered  for  consumption,  during  die  year,  85,452,194  pounds  of 
sugar,  equal  to  and  above  No.  9,  Dutch  Standard,  at  an  aggregate 
value  of  ^,292,706,  or  a  shade  under  5^  cents  per  lb.  Of  this 
quantity  Great  Britain  furnished  26,839,495  lbs.,  costing  a  minute 
fraction  under  5  cents  per  lb.;  the  United  States,  29,164,957,  at 
an  average  cost  of  5*65  cents  per  lb.,  and  the  remaining  quantity 
of  29,447,742  lbs.  was  imported  chiefly  from  British  and  Foreign 
West  Indies,  and  was  entered  at  an  average  of  4*46  cents  per  lb. 

Of  sugars  below  No.  9  Dutch  Standard,  there  were  16,469,485 
lbs.  entered  for  consumption  at  an  average  valuation  of  3*73  cents 
per  lb.  Of  this  quantity,  Brazil  furnished  10,133,145  lbs.,  at  3*55 
cents  per  lb.  The  remainder  was  imported  chiefly  from  British 
and  Foreign  West  Indies,  with  a  small  quantity  from  Great 
Britain,  the  United  States,  and  the  Island  of  Honolulu. 

It  is,  of  course,  no  part  of  my  duty  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  policy  of  imposing  one  description  or  rate  of  duty  or  another, 
upon  this  or  any  other  commodity  ;  but  as  the  collection  of  duties, 
such  as  are  now  levied  upon  sugar,  require  that  the  officers  having 
to  accept  the  entries  should  be  not  only  intelligent,  in  a  general 
sense,  but  should  have  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  business, 
I  may  be  permitted,  very  respectfully,  to  suggest  for  your  con- 
sideration whether  it  would  be  practicable  or  judicious  to  limit 
the  number  of  ports  at  which  the  commodity  should  be  entered. 
This  system,  I  believe,  has  obtained  in  England,  and  would  be 
especially  important  in  case  of  any  change  in  tariff  which  would 
increase  the  number  of  grades  upon  which  different  rates  of  duty 
should  be  imposed. 

I  beg  leave  to  append  to  these  observations  a  statement  of  the 
principal  ports  in  tne  several  provinces  of  the  Dominion  at  which 
the  chief  importations  of  sugar  now  take  place,  with  the  quantities 
of  each  grade  imported  during  the  year. 

Ontario. 

Urn. 
Total  quantity  imported — No.  9  and  above    -  -  25,471,343 

„        „  „  Below  No.  9  -  -        122,482 


25,593,825 


Tort  of  Brantford— No.  9  and  above       -     1,402,286 

„      Clifton                    „  -    5,885,951 

„      Hamilton                „  -     1,412,769 
„      Kingston — No.  9  and 

above       -            -            -  3,229,020 
Port    of    Kingston — Below 

No.  9       -            -            -  27,990 


3^67,010 
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Lbs. 
2,620,354 
787,85ft 
Toronto — ^No.   9  and 
above       ...    8,884,017 
Port    of     Toronto  — Below 

No.  9       -  -  -         94,205 

-     8,978,222 


Port  of  London — No.  9  and  above 
„      Ottawa  „ 


Canada* 


Ail  other  ports — No  9.  and  above 


-     1,249,377 


25,593,825 


Quebec. 

Total  quantity  imported — No.  9  and  above 
„        „  „  Below  No.  9 


Port  of  Montreal — ^No.  9  and 

above        -  -.  -  31,718,658 

Port    of     Montreal — ^Below 

No.  9        -  -  -  10,668,822 


35,330,202 
10,674,055 

46,004,257 


Port  of  Quebec— No.  9  and 

above       ...     3,536,545 
Port    of    Quebec  —  Below 

No.  9        -  -  -  5,013 


42,387,380 


All  other  ports 


3,541,558 
75,319 


46,004,257 


Nova  Scotia. 

Total  quantity  imported — No.  9  and  above   - 
f,        99  99  Below  No.  9 


10,663,734 
2,097,424 

12,761,158 


Port  of  Halifax,  No.  9  and 

above       ...  10,185,902 
Port  of  Halifax,  below  No.  9     2,002,208 


AU  other  ports  - 


12,188,110 
573,048 


New  Brunswick. 


Total  quantity  imported — No.  9  and  above    - 
do*  do.       below  No.  9    - 


12,761,158 


4,465,978 
6,262 

4,462,240 
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Lbs. 

Port  of  St.  John,  No*  9  and 

above       •  -  -  4,162,336 

Port  of  St  Johin,  below  No.  9  60 

4,163,386 

All  other  ports  -  -  -      298,864 


4,462,240 


British  Cohmbitu 

Total  quantity  imported.  No.  9  and  above  -  -  1,380,867 

do.              do.        bdow  No.  9     -  -  -  655,434 

Port  of  Victoria        -             -             -  -  •  2,036j,301, 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Total  quantity  Imported,  No.  9  and  above  -  -  277,928 

do.              do.        below  No.  9    -  -  -  30 


Port  of  Charlottetown         -            -  -            .        277,958 

Manitoba. 

Total  sugar  imported.  No.  9  and  above  -            -    911,556 

do.              do.        below  Na  9        -  -  *          -           918 


Port  of  Winnipeg       -  .  -  -  .     »12,474 

Total  quantity  imported  in  the  dominion,  equal  to  and 
above  No.  9,  dutch  standard  ...  85,452,194 

Below  No.  9  do.  ...  16,469,485 

Total  .     101,921,679 

Molasses. 

The  quantity  of  molasses  entered  for  consumption  in  1874,  was 
52,728,709  lbs,  or  4,793,519  gallons  at  an  average  valuation  of 
17^  cents  and  a  minute  fraction,  per  gallon.  Of  this  quantity, 
the  United  States  furnished  1,764,734  gallons  at  an  average  cost 
of  15.43  cents  per  gallon.  British  West  Indies,  1,138,791  galtons 
at  19*81  cents,  and  foreign  West  Indies,  chiefly  the  Spanish 
Islands,  1,657,196  gallons  at  19' 19  cents. 

The  molasses  imported  from  the  United  States  is  principally 
the  product  of  the  sugar  houses,  and  is  a  very  inferior  article, 
requiring  straining  or  clarifying  before  it  is  fit  for  human  food, 
which  may  suflBciently  account  for  the  lowness  of  the  price  as 
compared  with  the  West  India  produce. 

In  the  same  period  there  was  r^>orted  from  the  United  States 
812.201  gallons  of  sugai^house  syrup,  clarified  or  refined,  at  an 
average  valuation  of  35  J.  cents  per  gallon,  upon  which  duty  was 
collected  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  |-  cent,  per  lb. 
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specnfic.     This  article  although  generally    attractive  in  appear-      Canada. 

ance^  being  dear  and  bright^  is  not  nearly  so  rich  in  saccnarine        

matter  as  ordin^  West  India  molasses. 

In  compiling  this  report  an  entirely  new  feature  has  been 
introduced  in  the  shape  of  aggr^ate  statements^  for  the  Dominion^ 
of  imports  and  exports  by  countries.  These  statements  will  be 
foimd  exceedingly  valuable,  as  they  present  at  one  view  the  whole 
quantities  and  values  of  each  article  imported  to,  or  exported  from 
idl  Canadian  ports  during  the  fiscal  year. 

In  reference  to  the  specification  adopted,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
state  that,  in  consideration  of  the  necessity  which  has  frequentiy 
arisen  for  more  minute  particulars  than  the  present  arrangement 
supplies,  I  have,  with  your  sanction,  made  arrangements  for  a 
considerable  extension,  taking  effect  in  the  current  year  princi- 
pally in  a  sub-division  of  the  items  of  ^'  cottons  and  woollens," 
and  also  in  "  hardware,"  and  will  be  prepared  to  submit  for  your 
approval  a  still  greater  extension,  to  take  effect  from  the  Ist 
July  next. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  I  will  also  take  the  liberty  of 
proposing  for  your  consideration  certain  changes  in  the  forms  of 
returns  &om  the  ports,  upon  which  the  tables  in  this  report  are 
based,  which  I  trust  will  ,be  found  to  effect  a  large  saving  in 
labour,  both  at  the  respective  ports  of  the  dominion  and  this 
department,  not  only  without  impairing  the  usefulness  of  such 
returns,  but  presenting  in  some  respects  much  more  reliable  and 
valuable  information.  The  chief  alterations  thus  contemplated 
may  be  foreshadowed,  as  dispensing  with  the  columns  now  occu- 
pied in  the  returns  of  imports  and  exports,  with  a  statement  of 
quantities  imported  and  exported  in  British  and  foreign  vessels, 
and  by  land  carriage.  The  object  of  these  statements  was  to 
ascertain  the  relative  proportion  of  the  carrying  trade  performed  by 
vessels  of  British  or  £^oreign  r^istry  and  ownership ;  but  from  the 
fact  that  the  particulars  can  only  be  obtained  in  a  diversity  of 
forms,  in  some  cases  "  weight,"  in  others  **  measure,"  and  in  the 
largest  number  of  cases  imder  the  very  indefinite  dec^cription 
of  *'  packages,"  the  [relative  weight  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain,  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  not  even  an  approximation 
to  the  tonnage  for  freight  carried  by  the  vessels,  can  be  thus 
obtained. 

In  dispensing  with  these  columns,  however,  I  do  not  propose 
to  dispense  witii  the  information  which  they  were  intended  to  * 
convey,  but  rather  to  adopt  another  and  much  easier  and  more 
accurate  method  of  arriving  at  the  desired  result.  This  I  propose 
to  accomplish  by  requiring  the  actual  tonnage  of  freight,  inwards 
and  outwards,  of  every  ye^sel  reporting  and  clearing  to  be  embodied 
in  the  shipping  retiums.  This  information  can  be  easily  supplied 
by  masters  of  vessels ;  and  by  requiring  them  to  state  it  on  the 
face  of  their  maifeets,  it  can  be  thence  transferred  to  the  Custom 
house  records  with  very  Uttie  additional  trouble. 

Should  these  alterations  obtain  our  sanction,  I  may  assure  you 
that  it  will  so  materially  reduce-  the  fabour  of  recording  and 
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Cakada.      aggregating  the  imports  and  exports,  at  the  respective  Castom- 
—         houses  and  in  this  department,  that  it  will  ensure  greater  prompti- 
tude in  forwarding  and  aggregating  the  returns,  and  give  abundant 
room  for  es1:ending  the  specifications  to  any  limit  which  may  be 
found  desirable. 

I  also  propose,  with  your  approval,  to  adopt  a  form  of  rec(»rd 
for  the  ports,  and  returns  hssei  thereupon,  for  licensed  coasting 
vessels,  and  vessels  sailing  under  transire  from  ports  in  one  province 
to  ports  in  another.  These  are  not  now  included  in  any  of  the 
statements  furnished,  and  as  their  number  is  large,  and  the  inter- 
provincial  trade  carried  on  by  their  means  of  very  conuderable 
nnportance,  I  think  you  will  probably  approve  of  the  adoption  of 
a  proper  record  of  their  movements. 

It  would  appear  also  to  be  very  desirable,  now  that  the  mer- 
cantile navy  rf  the  dominion  has  grown  to  Buch  very  lar^  jwo- 
portions,  that  the  distinction  should  be  maintained  in  our  shippii:^ 
returns,  between  vessels  owned  and  remstered  in  Canada,  and 
British  and  forei^  vessels.  Should  such  be  your  desire  it  will 
necessitate  an  additional  diange  in  iAit  forms  of  the  shipping  returns 
and  the  books  of  record  kept  at  the  ports,  but  vnll  not  involve 
much  additional  labour. 

AU  of  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

(Signed)        J.  Johnson, 

January  27th,  1875.  Commissioner  of  Customs. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Ministeb  of  Inland  Bevenue. 

Department  of  Inland  Revenue, 
Sib,  January  10,  1876 

Heuewith  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  statements  of 
revenues  collected  by  this  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
the  30th  June,  1874,  together  with  the  usual  information  as  to  the 
cost  of  collecting  the  same,  and  the  statistical  details  respecting 
the  sources  whence  the  revenues  were  derived. 

The  following  summary  comparison  shows  the  accrued  revenues 
for  the  years  ended  June  30,  1868,  1871,  1872,  1873,  and  1874 
respectively. 


1867-68. 

1870-71. 

1871-72. 

1872-78. 

1873-74. 

Excise 

Rerenue  public  works 

Bill  stamps    - 

dols. 

3,078,212 

486,811 

70,886 

119,712 

dols. 

4,801,389 

679,182 

63,228 

184,265 

dols. 

4,762,378 

692,961 

74,612 

189,161 

dols. 

4,513,194 

636,798 

79,767 

201,496 

dols. 

5,612,582 

672,120 

95,918 

209,233 

Total  . 

8,755,621 

5,128,004 

6,619,012 

6,431,266 

6,589,848 

The  total  revenue  accrued  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  was 
56,589,848,  as  again8t.55,43 1,255  for  the  previous  year,  and 
^5,619,012  for  the  year  1871-72;  being  an  increase  of  21^  per 
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cent,  as  compared  with  the  former,  and  of  21^  per  eent.  as  com-      Cakaiu. 
pared  with  the  average  of  the  three  previous  years*  •*"■ 

Hiis  increase,  as  compared  wiUi   1872-73,  has  occuired  as 
follows : — 

dols. 

Upon  excise        ...    l/)99,388 

„      revenue  public  works  -  35,322 

„     culling  timber        -  -  16,146 

„     bill  stamps  -  -  7,737 

Ihe  increased  excise  revenue  arises : 


Upon  spirits 
„     tobacco      - 
„     petroleum  - 
„     manufactutes  in  bond 
„     seizures 

dols. 

678,224 

387,714 

36,663 

6,226 

1,240 

1,110,067 

From  which,  however,  thei^  is  to  be  deducted : — 

dols. 
Decrease  on  malt  liquor  -  -  1,027 

3,567 


M  » 


99 


on  other  receipts  -  6,085 

10,679 


Ihis  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  three  causes : 

1st. — To  the  additional  rate  of  excise  duty  imposed  on  spirits 
and  tobacco  by  the  Act  of  last  Session,  which  was  in  operation 
during  two  and  and  a  half  months  of  the  fiscal  year. 

2nd. — To  the  withdrawal  of  excisable  goods  from  bond  during 
the  first  half  of  April,  presumably  in  anticipation  of  an  advance 
upon  the  then  existing  tariflp,  and 

3rd.— To  a  natural  increase  in  the  quantities  of  excisable 
goods  consumed  by  a  population  growing  in  munbers  and  in 
wealth. 

To  the  first  of  these  causes  we  mav  attribute  about  jjll  04,000 
of  the  increase.  The  extent  to  which  the  second  and  third 
causes  operated  may  be  approximately  estimated  from  a  compari- 
son of  the  quantities  of  the  several  articles  consumed  during  a 
series  of  years.  The  results  of  estimates  so  made,  as  wiU  presently 
be  shown,  justifies  the  conclt^sion  that  from  all  sources  the  reve- 
nue of  the  fiscal  year  1873-4  was  enhanced  to  the  extent  of 
;^526,611,  by  duties  collected  on  goods  that  will  be  consumed 
during  the  current  year,  and  on  which  the  duties  that  would 
have  been  collected,  h&d  their  entry  for  consumption  been  post- 
poned imtil  they  were  required  imder  the  normal  conditions  of 
trade,  would  Imve  amounted  to  j?680,046,  by  which  amount 
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Cahada.      the  revenue  of  the  year  now  current  may  be  said  to  hare  been 
*""^        anticipated. 

To  ayoid^  as  far  as  possible,  turning  from  one  return  to  another, 
the  results  of  the  several  statistical  tables,  1871-74,  have  been 
condensed,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  general  history  of  the  development  of 
each  source  of  revenue  during  the  four  years. 

Spirits* 

The  following  statement  gives  the  transactions  in  sjurits  (in 
proof  gallons)  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  during  die  three 
years  immediately  preceding  it. 


1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

%s 

InWaie- 

house 

at  Com- 

Mann- 
factored 

tg?!&. 

Taken 
forOon- 
lumption. 

Exported. 

Used  in 
Bonded 
Faetoriee. 

Other- 

wiaeao- 

coonted 

for. 

InWare- 
hoose 
at  end 

Pbriod. 

Mema 
„  of 
Bevenue 
aocmed 
thereon. 

1870-1    - 
1871-2    - 
1872-8    - 
1878-4    - 

1«408,»87 
1A40348 
1,621,802 

4370,826 
6,547,517 
6.488,741 

4.660iM0 
4.476,404 
5,479^800 

481,678 
827,682 
197,676 

206,466 
262,540 
281,090 

pr.gal8. 
1425 

1440,848 
1,621302 
l/»6348 

dola. 
2378,416 
2384,067 
2326,140 
9308^864 

By  these  figures  it  appears  that  the  quantity  produced  during 
the  year  was  only  6,433,741  gallons,  as  against  6,647,517  during 
the  12  months  ended  30th  tlune,  1873  ;  or  as  against  an  average 
yearly  production  of  6,240,336  gallons  during  the  three  years 
immediately  preceding.  The  quantity  entered  for  consumption 
was  6,479,809,  as  agunst  4,476,404  for  1873,  and  as  against  an 
average  annual  consumption  during  1871,  1872,  and  1873,  of 
4,421,866  gallons. 

On  comparing  columns  Nos.  2  and  8  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
quantities  of  spirits  in  bond,  which  during  1873  rose  from 
1,140,843  proof  gallons  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  to 
1,621,802  at  its  dose,  were,  on  the  30th  June  1874,  reduced  to 
1,096,843  gallons. 

Of  the  last-mentioned  quantity  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
about  763,876  proof  gallons  were  held  by  distillers,  and  331,968 
by  dealers. 

It  has  also  been  ascertained  that  of  the  stock  of  duty-paid 
spirits  in  hand  at  the  close  of  each  of  the  uudermentioned  years, 
the  distillers  held — 


1874 
1873 

1872 


-  639,409  proof  gallons. 

-  239,128  „ 
.  261,408  „ 


If  the  average  held  in  1872  and  1873>  viz.,  260,263  proof  gal- 
lons, is  accepted  as  the  normal  quantity  of  duty-paid  spirits  kept 
on  hand  to  meet  the  ordinary  requirements  of  ti^e,  the  quantity 
(389,146  proof  gallons)  held  in  excess  of  *this  on  the  30th  June 
1874  may  fairly  be  considered  as  having  been  withdrawn  for 
speculative  purposes  in  anticipation  of  a  change  of  tariff. 
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Dealers  in  spirits  were  in  all  probability  influenced  hj  the  same      Can adjl 
motiyes  as  the  distillers,  and  this  quantity  may  therefore  be  in-        """* 
creased  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  held  in  hand  by  them ;  and 
we  shall  tJius  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
revenue  of  the  past  year  from  this  source  was  enhanced  at  the 
expense  of  the  fiscal  year  now  current. 

The  total  quantity  thus  arrived  at  is  556,478  proof  gallons, 
which  at  63  cents  per.'gallon  comes  to  ;$!329,595 ;  but  if  reckoned 
at  the  rate  of  duty  now  collected,  it  comes  to  ^417,358. 

Deducting  the  quantity  above  estimated  from  the  whole  quan- 
tity entered  for  consumption,  we  have  4,923,331  proof  gallons 
as  the  estimated  actual  consumption  of  1873-74.  This  is  about 
eight  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  average  quantity  taken  during 
the  two  preceding  years,  and  that  avera^  was  somewhat  more 
than  seven  per  cent,  in  excess  of  t£e  quantity  taken  in 
1870-71. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  column  No.  5  of  the  above  state- 
ment, that  the  quantity  of  spirits  used  in  bonded  manufactures, 
chiefly  in  the  manufacture  of  vinegar,  has  steadily  increased  from 
187,938  proof  gallons  in  1870-71,  to  203,466  gallons  m  1871-72, 
262,540  gallons  in  1872-73,  and  281,090  gallons. in  1873-74; 
while  the  quantity  exported  has  decreased  from  271,333  proof 
gaUons  m  1870-71,  and  431,673  gaUons  in  1871-72,  to  197,676 
gallons  in  1873-74. 

Malt  and  Malt  Liquor. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  transactions  in  malt  during 
the  year  ended  30th  June  1874,  and  three  preceding  years.  * 


1. 

s. 

8. 

4. 

S. 

8. 

7. 

^— 

In  Ware- 
house 
atOom- 

Hanufao- 
tuied 

during  the 
Tear. 

Taken  for 

Con- 
fiunptioiL 

Bzported* 

Otherwise 

accounted 

for. 

In  Ware- 
house 

at  end  of 
Period. 

Duty 

aoorued. 

1871       . 
187B       • 
1878       - 
1874       . 

1(V80M80 
9.788,018 

uises^oii 

Ihs. 
8M06376 

44488^986 
SMOiOOS 

Iba. 
8WMM 

lbs. 
e^62i860 
8,766,788 
KU9Q.081 

Iba. 
98.4«1 
189,846 
60i068 
118,808 

Iba. 
9.78SU(18 
18,881.489 
l%88a,041 

dds. 

S7«,716 

889316 

88(^»7 

843^690 

It  is  thus  shown  that  the  quantity  of  malt  taken  for  consump- 
tion has  been  steadily  on  die  increase  since  1871.  The  quantity 
exported,  which  rose  from  six  and  a  half  millions  of  pounds  in 
1871  to  over  10  millions  in  1873,  fell  during  the  past  year  to 
6,233,367.  It  is  known  to  the  Department  that  the  early  closing 
of  many  of  the  malt-houses  last  spring  was  due  to  the  short  supply 
of  barley  during  the  closing  months  of  the  malting  season,  and 
that  several  of  the  lai^  maltsters  were  compelled  to  import 
barley  from  Europe,  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
their  trade.  This  short  supply  was  not  so  much  the  result  of  a 
short  crop  as  of  an  active  demand  for  exportation,  the  foreign 
buyer  outbidding  the  Canadian  maltster*    This  has  resulted  not 
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Cavaajl      only  in  reduced  expcMrte,  but  the  quantify  in  warehouse  on  the 
*"""        30di  June  1874  was  so  far  reduced  that  it  amounted  to  only 
4,650,355  pounds,  as  against  12,862,041   pounds  in  1873,  and 
13,381,439  in  1872. 

Of  the  qnimtity  Altered  for  consumption  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  28,685,003  pounds  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  malt 
liquor,  and  3,632,093  pounds  in  the  production  of  spirits. 

Of  the  whole  revenue  collected  from  malt,  ;JflO,246  was  re- 
funded to  brewers,  who  used  symp  or  sugar  in  combination  with 
malt,  and  who,  under  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  law,  would 
therefore  be  liable  to  pay  a  duty  of  three  and  a  quarter  cents  per 
gidlon  on  the  beer  produced,  in  ad£tion  to  the  malt  duty.  Fitmi 
wiis  fiaUlity  they  have  been  rdieved  by  a  general  Order  in  Coun- 
c3.  The  sum  of  ;$f3,125  has  also  been  refunded,  under  section 
109  of  31  Vict.  CJ^.  8,  to  brewers  who  have  exported  malt  liquor. 
Deducting  these  two  amounts  from  the  total  collected,  we  have  a 
net  revenue  from  malt  and  malt  liquor,  exclusive  of  lic^ise  fees, 
of,J(366,963. 

The  quantity  of  beer  and  porter  made  during  the  year  was 
10,771,519  gallons,  as  against  11,060,521  gaUons  produced  during 
the  previous  year  1872-73.  Of  this,  536,000  gallons  were  brewed 
from  sugar,  or  syrup,  and  malt  combined ;  '^and  the  duty  of  three 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  gallon  gave  a  revenue  of  ,^17,420,  which 
is  included  in  the  total  revenue  above  stated. 

The  exports  of  malt  liquor  in  1873-74  amounted  to  104,000 
gallons,  as^agaiust  85,361  gallons  exported  during  the  previous  year ; 
80  that  10,667,519  gallons  were  held  for  consumption  in  Canada, 
as  against  10,975,160  gollons  in  1872-73,  showing  a  reductian  of 
307,641  gallons. 

It  may  he  stated  here  that  the  use  of  **  glucose  "  for  the  pro- 
duction of  malt  liquors,  in  combination  with  malt,  is  largely  on 
the  increase.  This  article  is  a  preparation  of  com  staroi,  con- 
verted into  a  species  of  sugar  by  the  addition  of  sulphuric  acid. 

Tobacco. 

Tlie  following  statement  i^ws  the  tramactions  in  tobaoco 
(stated  in  lbs.)  during  the  four  years  ending  with  1873-4. 


1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Tear  ended 

aothJuie. 

In 

Warehouse 

let  Jnly. 

Mannfac- 
tand 

dnriagtlM 
Year. 

Taken  for 

Con- 
svnption. 

Exported. 

Otherwise 

acooonted 

for. 

In 
Warehouse 
80th  Jime. 

1870-71   - 
1871-72  - 
IS72-73  - 
1873-74   - 

lbs. 
2,069,075 
8,048,594 
1,958,642 
1,490,547 

lbs. 
8,089,792 
7,470,398 
6/151,119 
8,805^75 

lbs. 
6,427,839 
7,868,582 
6,264,206 
8^94,193 

lbs. 
682,434 
701,763 
640,458 
483,336 

lbs. 

9,548 
12^89 

lbs. 
3,048,594 
1,953,642 
1^490^47 
1,805,304 
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To  the  above  quantitieB  are  to  be  added  the  quantity  of  leaf      CUnada. 
tobacco  taken  for  coiiAiuuptum  in  a  raw  state  during  the  aame        ~~ 
years,  which  will  give  the  following  additional  columns. 


8. 

9. 

10. 

Baw  Leaf  taken  for  Consnmptkm. 

Total  Tohaeco 

taken  for 
CoDSomption. 

thereon. 

Foreign. 

1870-71       - 
1871-72       - 
1872-78       - 
1878-74       - 

Ibi. 
45,626 
52,486 
50,408 
113,797 

Ibi. 
828,145 
260,081 
825,228 
277,684 

lbs. 
6,796,610 
8,176,099 
6,489,889 
8,885,624 

dols. 
1,035,795 
1,252,487 
1^018,557 
1,401,271 

It  16  shown  by  columna  two  and  four  of  the  above  tM&  that 
the  producticm  of  tobacco  has  clo«diy  approximated  to  the  demand 
for  consumption^  the  quantity  in  warehouse  at  the  end  of  the  year 
being  less  than  the  quantity  in  warehouse  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  by  only  185,243  lbs.  But  the  quantity  produced  was  in 
excess  of  the  previous  yearns  production  by  2,229,985  lbs.  It  is 
not  likely  that  this  excess  is  wholly  due  to  the  increased  demand 
of  the  consumers.  Probably  the  holders  of  tobacco  in  bond  were 
influenced  bv  the  same  instinct  as  to  the  possible  increase  in  the 
tariff  as  the  holders  of  spirits,  and  ^t  the  revenue  from  tobacco 
for  the  now  current  year  has  been  to  some  extent  anticipated. 
The  average  consumption  for  the  two  preceding  years  (1871-72 
and  1872-73),  as  stated  in  column  9  above,  was,  7,332,969  lbs., 
apd  the  average  of  the  three  years  (1871-72  and  73)  was 
7,154,182  lbs.  The  quantity  taken  m  1873-4  waa  ^1,552,655  in 
excess  of  the  largest  of  these,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
an  exceptional  increase  due  to  the  anticipated  rise  in  the  tariff. 
The  average  annual  increase  during  five  preceding  years  appears 
to  have  been  about  418,000  lbs.  per  annum ;  and  accepting  this  as 
the  probable  normal  rate  of  increase  we  find  that  the  exceptional 
iacrfiase  in  the  paiai  year  was  1,134,665  lbs.,  which  at  15  cts^  per 
pound  gives  i^l70,198  as  the  aoiottnt  by  whkJi  the  iwroaue  <^  that 
year  was  enhanced  at  the  cost  of  the  revenue  for  1874-75. 
Beckoned  at  the  rate  of  duty  now  collected  (20  cts.),  it  comes  to 
4(226,931,  which  represents  the  loss  to  the  revenue  of  the  current 
fiscal  year. 

To  the  report  which  I  had  the  honour  to  "submit,  with  the 
statistical  statements  for  1871-72,  I  appended  a  statement  (B) 
showing  the  quantity  of  imported  and  home  manufactured  cigars 
and  tobacco  entered  for  consumption  during  a  series  of  fonr  years. 
This  statement  was  intended  to  show  the  cifect  which  the  changes 
m  the  tariff  had  had  on  tfcis  branch  of  trade.  As  there  have  been 
further  changes  in  the  tariff,  I  now  append  an  extension  of  the 
statement  referred  to  (B),  which  now  embraces  a  comparison  for 
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CiHABA.      six  years  ended  on  30th  June  1874^  the  result  of  each  year  being 
**""        compared  with  1869.     It  is  not  probable  that  the  more  recent 
changes  had  a  very  great  e£feot  on  the  trade  of  1874,  still  it  is 
quite  perceptible. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  consumption  of  imported 
cigars  in  1873-4  was,  as  to  quantity,  nearly  301  per  cent  in 
excess  of  that  of  1869,  while  the  consumption  of  Canadian  cigars 
increased  by  100  per  cent.  It  will,  however,  be  observed  that  on 
the  previous  year  the  consumption  of  the  imported  article  was  357 
per  cent,  in  excess  of  1869,  while  the  consumption  of  Canadian 
cigars  had  in  that  year  increased  only  57|  per  cent. ;  so  that,  as 
compared  with  1872-3,  there  was  a  very  decided  decline  in  the 
consumption  of  imported  cigars  and  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  consumption  of  tliose  manufactured  in  Canada. 

The  revenue  from  imported  cigars  in  1873-74  had  increased 
over  1869  by  439^  per  cent.,  and  the  revenue  from  those  of 
Canadian  manufacture  had  increased  by  221  per  cent. 

The  consumption  of  imported  manufactured  tobacco  in  1873-4 
was  in  excess  of  the  consumption  of  1869  by  9*  15  per  cent.,  and 
of  the  consumption  in  1872-73  by  176^  per  cent.  This,  however, 
was  due  to  the  exceptional  tar^  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba, 
where  the  Customs  duty  prior  to  Ist  July  was  only  nominal. 
This  was  largely  availed  of  by  dealers,  who  enorted  large  quan- 
tities of  Canadian  manufactured  tobacco  to  tne  United  States, 
which,  together  with  other  tobacco  of  foreign  production,  was 
imported  mto  Manitoba,  and  then  entered  for  consumption  under 
the  exceptional  tariff  rdBerred  to.  Of  the  tobacco  so  entered  a 
considerable  portion  has  since  been  brought  back  to  Montreal 
and  other  parts  of  the  Dominion,  the  holders  claiming  that  they 
had  satisfied  aU  claims  of  the  Dominion  tariff.  Large  profits 
were  probablv  made  on  these  transactions,  for  the  cost  of  transit 
both  ways  absorbed  only  a  small  portion  of  the  duty  that  was 
evaded. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  lar^  increase  in  the 
quality  of  imported  tobacco,  the  revenue  denved  from  it,  as 
compared  with  the  revenue  of  1869,  shows  a  decline  of  26^ 
per  cent. 

The  consumption  of  home  manu£Etctured  tobacco  in  1873-74 
shows  an  increase  of  57  per  cent  over  that  of  1869,  while  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  shows  an  increase  of  154}  per  cent. 
The  increase  over  the  previous  year  was  29^  per  cent.,  but  this 
was,  without  doubt,  exceptional. 

The  total  consumption  of  imported  and  home  manu&ctured 
cigars  in  1873-4  is  very  nearly  200  per  cent  in  excess  of  that  of 
1869.  The  revenue  has  increa]sed  353^  per  cent  The  total  con- 
sumption of  manufiEictured  tobacco  is  very  nearly  53  per  cent, 
and  the  revenue  therefrom  has  increased  130f  per  cent 
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Petroleum. 

The  following  table  shows  the  excise  transactions^  with  reference 
to  this  article,  during  a  period  of  four  years : — 


Cahadjl. 


1870-71  - 
1871-78  . 
187»-7S  - 
1878-74  - 


InWare- 

hotue 
stCom- 


(1 

U66,064 
648.681 
796,797 


MamifAO- 
tured. 


Taken 

for  Coo- 

imnptioiL 


10^791 

12,823.901 

H608.067 

6»752.282 


Exported. 


4.446.700 
4.896.816 
4^6»490 
6.202476 


6,£!780 
8.076386 
8.607.626 
1,066.787 


Allowed 

for 
Waste. 


882.976 
206.868 
24Q.714 


Light- 
houses 
free. 


gals. 
20.016 
77.288 
88.648 
69,777 


In  Ware- 
house 

at  end  of 
Period. 


gals. 
U66.064 
648.681 
786,797 
908;626 


Duty 

aoomed* 

hidnding 

Inmetlon 

fees. 


dols. 
247,861 


287.776 
274^80 


By  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  quantity  refined  in 
1873-4  was  less  by  7,849,805  gallons  than  was  refeied  in  the 
previous  year,  while  the  quantity  exported  was  less  by  8,521,739 
gallons.  These  figures  show  a  serious  decline  in  this  branch  of 
industry,  resulting,  probably,  from  over  production  in  previous 
years  l>oth  in  Canada  and  in  the  United  States. 

The  entries  for  consumption  show  an  increase  in  1873-74  of 
685,686  gallons,  or  about  15  per  cent  over  the  previous  year ; 
and  of  748,771  gallons,  or  16^  per  cent,  over  the  average  con- 
sumption of  the  four  previous  years.  The  revenue  increased 
neany  154  per  cent,  over  1872-73,  and  14^  per  cent  over  the 
average  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

Manufactures  in  Bond. 

The  revenue  derived  firom  duties  levied  on  goods  manufactured 
in  bond  shows  a  steady  increase  from  year  to  year  :— 


In  1870-71,  it  was  - 
1871-72  „  . 
1872-73  „  - 
1873-74      ,,      - 


20,288 
.  24,840 
.  33,329 
-     39,480 


Public  Works. — Canals. 

The  revenue  collected  from  public  works  bv  this  department  in 
1873-74  was  j$!672,119,  as  agamst  ^$(636,797  m  the  previous  year, 
being  an  increase  of  j$!35,322,  or  6^  per  cent. 

Of  this  increase  the  greater  portion,  ^1,500,  accrued  upon  the 
canals,  the  revenue  from  whicn  amounted  to  ^491,143,  as  com- 
pared with  ;$f459,993  for  1872-73.  From  the  following  figures  it 
appears  that  while  the  tolls  from  the  Welland  Canal  increased 
during  the  fiscal  vear  nearly  17  per  cent  over  the  previous  year, 
the  toUs  collectea  on  the  St.  Lawrence  canals  remained  nearly 
stationary,  and  that  the  aggregate  collections  on  the  Ottawa, 
Bideau,  and  Chambly  canab  have  very  materially  declined. 
This  is  due  to  the  depression  in  the  sawn  lumber  trade  between 
the  United  States,  by  way  -of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Ottawa 
Valley. 
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The  figures  are  as  foUow^i : — 


1872-78.          1873-74, 

Inccease. 

Decreasa. 

Welkiid  Canal     - 
8t  Lowienoe  Ganal 
Chambly  Canal     - 
Ottawa  Canals      - 
Bideaa  Canal 
Boriington  Canals 
St.  Peter's  Canal  - 

dols. 

259,461 

93,121 

84,961 

81,728 

28,126 

6^626 

970 

dols. 

802,891 

100,741 

27,130 

45,990 

9,288 

4,528 

680 

dols. 

43,430 

2,620 

14,262 

dols. 

7,831 

18,888 

2,108 

840 

Total'     - 

459,998 

491,143 

— 

— 

It  is  proper  to  explain  that  the  apparent  increase  on  the  Ottowa 
canab  is  due  to  uie  increasing  number  of  through  let  passes 
issued  to  barges  going  through  from  Ottowa  to  Whitehall 

"Hie  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year,  relating  to  the  Welland 
Canal^  indicate  a  general  increase  of  trafiSc  on  that  work.  But  it 
is  now  known  (January  1875)  that  the  increase  has  not  continued 
through  the  season  of  narigadon^  which  will  show  a  small  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  previous  season.  In  so  far,  however,  as 
rdates  to  the  business  of  the  fiscal  year,  llie  following  figures  will 
indicate  the  articles  upon  whidi  the  increase  took  place : — 


1872-78. 


Tolls  upon  yeescils       .           .  .  -  . 

„        passengers  -           -  -  -  - 

„         produce  of  forest    -  -  -  . 
„               „          animals 
„               „         agricnltore 
„              „         manofiictiires  and  merchandise  - 

Total  reyenne    -  -  -  - 

Fines  and  damages     .           -  •  .  . 


Total 


dols. 

31,749 

516 

38,402 

662 

108,299 

84,782 


259,410 
51 


259,461 


1873-74. 


dols. 

84,246 

616 

39,462 

532 

119,090 

196,895 


300,841 
2,050 


302,891 


The  decrease  in  the  revenues  of  tihe  Ottow%  Rideau,  and 
Cbambly  canals,  amounts  to  ;^12,457,  the  whole  of  whioh  is 
accounted  for  by  the  diminished  quimtities  of  sawn  lumber  sent  to 
market  through  these  works. 

With  the  statistical  returns  for  1871-72,  there  was  printed  a 
series  of  statements  showing  the  quantities  of  the  principal  artides 
carried  through  the  Welland  Canal  and  the  quantities  carried  ov^ 
the  United  States  routes  competing  with  that  work.  These  state- 
ments were  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  effect  whieh 
the  reduction  of  tolls  on  the  Erie  Canal,  made  m  1870,  had  theft 
produced  on  the  course  of  trade,  for  which  that  route  is  the  eomr 
peUtor.  With  the  same  object  these  statements  are  now  reproduced 
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and  extended  to  the  Iftteei  date  up  to  whkli  the  neceeeerj  infonna- 
taon  oon  be  obtained.  These  oomparisoiiB  now  cover  a  semoe  of  six 
jears,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  liie  Canadian  works^  but  I  hare  been 
unable  to  obtain  the  particulars  with  reference  to  the  oompetisg 
routes  in  the  United  States  for  the  season  of  1874.  The  year 
preeeding  the  reduction  o£  tolls  on  the  New  York  canals  (1869) 
18,  however,  included,  and  with  the  business  of  that  jear  all  the 
oomparisoDs  are  made,  the  result  ci  which  is  given  below : — 

The  comparative  increase  or  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of  flour, 
wheats  barley,  corn,  oats,  and  rve  moved  through  the  Welland  and 
Erie  canals,  may  be  stated  as  follows  : — 


New  York  Ganals  - 
WentadOunl     - 


1S7a. 


h 


18*48 


187L 


1^ 


r» 


4A'fl7 


187& 


1^ 


2ru 


187& 


h 


«*M 
7-18 


ISMk 


aI 


u-u 


Cakabji. 


The  movement  (^  Heaog  Goods,  including  iron,  salt,  coal  and 
iron  ore,  shows  the  following  general  result: — 


1570. 


ISTL 


1872. 


II 

AK 


1871. 


II 


1874. 


II 


New  York  CanalB- 
WdlBBd  Oonal     - 


16*00 


2*86 


1.12 
6*81 


18*01 


6*11 


21*04 
26*18 


44*44 


COHiparing  the  tonnage  of  simifaur  artk^  of  vegetaUe  food 
cleared  downwards  at  Bufialo  and  Tonawanda,  with  the  quantities 
cleared  eastward  at  Port  Colbome,  we  have  the  following 
result : — 


1870. 


1 

is 


1871. 


1872. 


1878. 


1874. 


4l 


Atl^nffliloaoADo* 
AtPortOollKffM- 

1*46 
17*16 

67*6B 

88*a» 


67*06 

ara 


76*06. 
0*46 


26*26 


The  quantities  of  vegetable^  food  passed  through  the  Welland 
mal  in  transit  between  ports  in  the  United  States  has  decreased. 


Canal 
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Cakaba.     as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement^  though  the  decrease 

in  1874  is  less,  as  compared  .with  1869,  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

There  has,  however,  been  a  decided  increase  in  the  quantities  of 
heavy  goods. 


VeeeteUe  goods 
H«avy  goods 


187a 


1-20 


O'M 


187L 


18'M 
6*88 


1871 


1878. 


1874 


8*19 
16*46 


18*70 


29*86 


88*46 


U'04 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  very  decided  falling  off  in 
the  quantities  of  vegetable  food  sent  eastward  from  Osw^;o  in 
1872  and  in  1873,  as  compared  with  1869.  The  decrease  in  1872 
was  37  per  cent.,  and  in  1873,  52*04  per  cent. 

A  statement  has  been  prepared  comparing  the  quantities  of 
vegetable  food  transported  over  the  canals  of  the  State  of  New 
York  with  the  quantities  transported  over  the  two  principal  lines 
of  railway  in  competition  with  the  canals  for  the  trade  between 
the  seaboard  and  the  lakes ;  from  this  statement  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  quantities  carried  by  railway  have  steadily  increased, 
and  more  rapidly  than  by  canal,  notwithstanding  the  reduction 
of  the  canal  tolls  by  one  half.  This  ma^  be,  and  doubtless 
is  in  some  measure,  due  to  the  business  obtamed  by  the  railways 
at  way  stations ;  but  it  is  mainly  due  to  the  laiWv  increased 
share  which  the  railways  have  maiuiged  to  obtain  of  the  through 
business. 

On  reference  to  the  returns  made  by  the  railways  to  the  State 
authorities,  and  to  the  canal  statistics  submitted  to  tiie  State 
Legislature,  I  find  that  of  tiie  total  tonnage  of  freight  carried  to 
tide  water  by  the  canals  and  railways,  the  State  canals  carried — 


In  1859    - 

... 

68-9  per  cent. 

1869    - 

... 

47-0        „ 

1870    - 

... 

38-9        « 

1871    - 

... 

38-9        „ 

1872    - 

.            .            - 

401        „ 

1873    - 

. 

34-9        „ 

The  quantities  were  ae  follows : — 

Total  TMinage. 

Fropottion  by  CanaL 

1859    - 

-      6,485,076     - 

•6890 

1869    - 

-    12,463,174    - 

-     -4706 

1870    - 

-     16,148,274    - 

.     -3896 

1871     - 

-     15,844,162     - 

.    -3896 

1872    - 

-     16,631,609    - 

-    -4012 

1873    - 

-     18,200,208     - 

-     -3497 
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From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  while  in  1869 — the  year 
previoQS  to  that  in  which  the  tolls  were  reduced  on  the  State 
canals — the  canab  carried  47  per  cent,  of  the  whole  tonnage,  this 
proportion  fell  to  somewhat  less  than  39  per  cent,  in  1870,  and  in 
1873  it  had  fallen  to  less  than  35  per  cent  Thus,  while  there 
had  been  a  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  business  taken  by  the 
canals  of  22  per  cent,  during  the  10  years  prior  to  1870,  in  which 
there  had  been  no  change  in  the  canal  tariff,  there  was  a  decrease 
of  12  per  cent,  during  we  four  years  succeeding  the  change  made 
in  1870. 

From  the  statement  above  referred  to  it  appears  that,  with 
reference  to  vegetable  food,  there  was  in  1873  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  carried  from  the  lakes  to  tide  water  by  New  York  State 
canab,  as  compared  with  the  quantity  carried  in  1869,  of  33*97 
per  cent ;  the  increase  on  the  Welland  Canal  was  m  1873  only 
7*18  per  cent.,  but  in  1874  it  was  23*55  per  cent.  In  comparison 
with  these  figures  the  increase  on  the  New  York  Central  and 
Erie  Sailways  was  87*25  per  cent. 

The  quantity  of  grain  trans-sUpped  at  Port  Colbome  in  1874 
and  two  precedmg  years  is  given  below.  The  total  number  of 
grain-laden  vessels  lightened  at  Port  Colbome  in  1874  was  207, 
as  against  175  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  entirely  unladen 
without  entering  the  canal  was  98,  as  against  120  in  1873.  The 
quantity  of  grain  lightened  was  as  follows  :— 


1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Wheat     -          -           - 

Urns. 
M25 

tons. 
14,327 

tons. 
16,168 

Com       -           -           . 

7,406 

6,980 

7,187 

Bailey     - 

— 

128 

— 

The  quantity  of  grain  discharged  from  vessels  which  did  not 
enter  the  canal  was  as  follows : — 


1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Wheat    -           .          - 
Com 

tout. 
21,121 

48,168 

tons. 
,      86,980 

81,115 

tons. 
26,981 

82,970 

The  canal  statistics  for  the  season  of  navi^tion,  1873^  are 
printed  with  the  accompanying  returns.  Similar  returns  have 
been  completed  for  the  season  of  1874,  which  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers,  but  as  they  cannot  be  printed  in  time  to 
include  them  in  tiiis  book  they  will  be  issuea  as  a  supplement 
thereto. 
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Camada.         Comparing  the  eeaacm  retoniB  for  1874  with  thoee  for  1873  It 

^~~        will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  revenue  has  declined,  as  compared 

Willi  1873,  by  J$(2,104.05.    Of  this^  the  decrease  ' 


The  WellandOaaulis- 

- 

-        875  43 

OhamWy       „     - 

- 

-        149  03 

Bidean           „     - 

- 

-     1,868  45 

Ottawa          „     - 

- 

-     2,663  74 

5,666  65 


Ad  against  this,  there  has  been  an  increase 

The  St.  Lawrence  canals  of      -  -  2,942  88 

Burlington  Bay  Canal  of  -  -  502  18 

St.  Peter's  Canal  -            -  -  7  54 


3,452  60 


And  the  decrease  in  the  whole  revenne  is  therefore  ^,104.05,  as 
above  stated. 

aUdes  and  Booms. 

The  revenue  accrued  irom  these  works  in  1873-74  is  ,$fl  30,775, 
as  compared  with  $127,172  in  1872-73.  The  uncollected  balances 
have  increased  from  $125,961  to  $160yl46.  A  laige  portion  of 
these  balances  consist  of  disputed  claims  agunt  the  miU-owners  at 
the  Chaudidre  for  boomage,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  from 
time  to  time  delayed  under  various  pleas. 

Hydraulic  Bents  and  Minor  Public  Works. 

The  balances  now  out8tan<£ng  on  these  accounts  have  increased 
during  the  year  from  $174,940  to  $188,264.  These  balances  will 
undodbtedly  be  greatly  reduced  upon  settlement,  as  it  is  evident, 
from  the  replies  received  by  the  Department  to  the  peremptory 
demands  for  payment  made  in  accordance  with  your  instructions, 
that  many  of  the  parties  have  reasonable  claims  for  a  reduction  of 
the  amounts  charged  in  the  books.  There  are,  however,  a  large 
number  of  claims,  payment  of  which  ought  to  be  enforced  without 
further  delay. 

The  amount  accrued  under  the  head  of  rents  in  1873-74  is 
$33,616,  as  against  $^3,805  accrued  in  1872-73.  In  addition  to 
this  $4,752  has  accrued  on  minor  public  works,  such  as  harbours, 
bridges,  ferries,  &c. ;  and  the  sum  of  $10,000  has  been  paid  in  to 
the  credit  of  this  Department  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  the  old 
post-office  buildings  at  Montreal 

Culling  Timber^ 

The  fees  accrued  from  culling  and  measuring  timber  in  1873-4 
amounted  to  $95,912.  In  the  previous  year  they  amounted  to 
$79,766,  but  the  amounts  actuidly  collected  were  $92,772  and 
$81,038  respectively.     The  cost  of  the  supervisor's  office  and  its 
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branch  in  Mcmtreal  including  the  fees  paid  to  the  culleTs,  was      Cakaba, 
$8^,442,  being  $5,442  40  in  excess  of  the  estimate.    This  excess        -— * 
IS  entirely  doe  to  the  largely  increased  quantity  of  timber  culled 
beyofnd  what  was  foreseen  at  the  time  the  estimates  were  pre- 
pared. 

In  consequence  of  the  representations  made  to  the  department 
in  relation  to  the  culling  of  timber,  among  which  were  arguments 
in  favour  of  extending  the  system  of  cuUmg  to  all  kinds  of  sawn 
lumber  and  to  all  parts  of  the  Donunion,  a  circular  was  prepared 
asking  a  series  of  questions  bearing  on  the  subject.  This  drcolar 
was  {^dressed  to  433  persons  engaged  in  the  trade,  from  only  16 
o£  whom  lilies  have  been  received. 

Bill  Stamps. 

The  revenue  from  bill  stanms  in  1873-4  was  ;^9^283,  being 
an  advance  of  $Jyl9\,  This  has  been  about  the  average  yearly 
rate  of  increase  from  this  source,  and  is  below  the  rate  that  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected  from  the  great  extension  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Dominion  as 
indicated  by  the  bank  returns. 

Weights  and  MeasureSy  and  Gas. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  arrangements  were  made  in  England 
for  supplying  the  standards  and  apparatus  necessary  for  giving 
effect^to  tne  provisions  of  the  Acts  36  Vict.,  Cap.  47  &  Cap.  48. 
It  was  expected  that  tl)e  Primary  Dominion  Standards  would  be 
delivered  in  Ottawa  some  time  in  June  1874.  If  this  had  been 
accomplished  the  Proclamation  of  the  law  might  have  been  issued 
in  time  to  bring  it  into  operation  on  the  1st  January  1875. 
Unforeseen  delays,  however,  occurred,  both  as  to  the  maJdng  o£ 
the  standards  and  their  comparison  with  their  imperial  prototypes 
by  the  Warden  of  Standards  at  the  Standard  Department,  West- 
minster ;  and  it  was  not  until  December  1874  that  the  Dominion 
standards  and  models  mentioned  in  the  above  cited  Acts  could  be 
deposited  in  compliance  therewith.  The  Proclamation  was  then 
published,  and  the  Inspection  laws  will,  therefore,  go  into  operation 
on  the  1st  July  1875. 

The  transactions  of  this  department  in  relation  to  this  branch 
of  its  duties  have  so  fer  related  only  to  the  purchase  of  the 
standards  and  apparatus.  There  will  be  no  returns  of  revenue  on 
account  of  this  service  until  after  the  1st  of  July  1875,  and  as  the 
business  up  to  that  time  will  be  merely  of  a  technical  character  it 
is  deemed  expedient  to  submit  a  special  report  in  relation  thereto, 
which  will  contain  an  account  of  the  progress  made  down  to  the 
31st  December  1874. 

Inspection  of  Staple  Articles. 

By  the  Act  of  last  session,  37  Vict.,  Cap.  45,  the  Act  passed  in 
the  previous  session  (36  Vict,  Cap.  39)  was  repealed,  and  some 
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C^ADA.  important  changes  in  the  law  were  made ;  among  others  the 
—  inspection  of  butter  was  made  optional,  and  the  clauses  respecting 
the  inspection  of  petroleum  were  expunged.  As^  it  had  been 
foreseen  that  important  alterations  would  be  made  in  the  law^  it 
had  to  some  extent  remained  inoperative,  and  inspectors  under  it 
were  appointed  at  only  the  more  miportant  places. 

I^oe  the  general  inspection  Act  of  1874  was  passed,  this  depart- 
ment has  given  effect  to  its  provisions.  Boards  of  examiners  have 
been  appointed,  and  inspectors  selected  from  such  candidates  as 
were  certified  efficient  have  been  appointed,  and  under  them  the 
appointment  of  deputies  has  been  approved. 

Prior  to  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  year,  to  which  this  report  rdates, 
no  complete  returns  had  been  received  as  to  the  quantities  of 
articles  inspected.  These  returns  are  now  coming  in,  and,  if  the 
inspection  is  generally  carried  out,  will  form  an  important  addition 
to  the  statistical  returns  of  the  Department. 

The  Excise  Outside  Service. 

The  greatiy  enhanced  excise  duties  now  levied  on  the  principal 
articles  subject  to  excise  has  increased  the  responsibilities  of  the 
department  in  relation  to  their  charge  and  collection.  The  duty 
imposed  on  spirits  now  greatiy  exceeds  the  value  of  the  untaxed 
article,  and  the  temptation  to  evade  the  revenue  is  proportionally 
increased ;  and  although  the  duty  on  tobacco  is  not  so  great  in 

Sroportion  to  its  value  ex-duty  as  the  duty  on  spirits,  still  the 
uty  in  most  cases  exceeds  the  untaxed  vidue  of  the  article  on 
which  it  is  imposed. 

The  equitable  char^  of  these  important  taxes  largely  depends 
on  the  intelligence  and  technical  knowledge  of  the  collectors  and 
their  surbordinate  officers ;  and  it  is  therefore  obviously  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  manufacturers,  as  well  as  for  the  safety 
of  the  revenue,  that  these  officers  should  be  thoroughly  competent, 
not  only  as  mere  clerks,  but  as  regards  such  technical  Imowledge 
as  is  required  of  them. 

Under  the  regulations,  approved  by  the  Order  in  Council  of 
September  24,  1866,  the  examination  of  candidates  for  appoint- 
ments in  the  Inland  Revenue  Outside  Service  is  provided  fi>r,  as 
IB  also  the  examination  of  such  officers  as  had  been  appointed  prior  to 
that  date.  It  is  there  in  specifically  stated  that  those  already  in  the 
service,  who,  after  not  less  than  six  months'  notice,  failed  to  pass 
a  satisfactory  examination,  should  be  superseded.  It  was,  however, 
evident  that  it  would  hardly  be  possible,  all  at  once,  to  find  men 
who  possessed  all  the  requisite  technical  knowledge,  and  appoint-  . 
ments  were  therefore  made  subject  to  the  condition  that  the* 
appointees  should,  when  required,  submit  themselves  to,  and  pass 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  prescribed  examination.  Persons 
so  appointed  were  thus  afforded  an  opportunity  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  their  duties,  and  they  entered  the  service  upon  tiie 
express  understanding  that  after  a  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  the 
examinations  would  take  place. 
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Under  the  regulations  above  referred  to  examining  boards  were      Gakada. 
formed  at  the  principal  places^  and  examinations  held  as  follows : —        "~" 

At  Ottawa  -            -            -            -  Oct.  25th,  1866 

do.  ....  Nov.  27th,  1866 

do.  ....  Feb.  20th,  1867 

At  Toronto  ....  Nov.  24th,  1866 

do.  ....  May  14th,  1867 

do.  ....  Feb.  27th,  1868 

do.  -            -            -            -  Sept.  16th,  1869 

At  London  ....  April  23rd,  1867 

do.  -            -             .            -  Nov.   2nd,  1869 

At  Kingston  ....  May    6th,  1867 

do.  -            -            ...  Oct.  26th,  1869 

At  Montreal  ....  Feb.  22nd,  1869 

do.  -            •             ...  Oct.  12th,  1869 

do.  .            ...            -  Dec.    8th,  1869 

At  Quebec  ....  Dec.  14th,  1869 

During  these  examinations  115  candidates,  either  in  the  service 
or  desirous  of  entering  it,  were  examined,  and  of  these— 

Fifteen  obtained  first-class  certificates. 

Forty-six  obtained  second-class  certificates. 

Thirty-six  obtained  third-class  certificates,  and 

Eighteen  failed  to  obtain  anv  place. 
Subsequent  to  1869  the  examinations  were,  for  reasons  which 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  state,  discontinued  until  1873,  when, 
with  the  approval  of  the  then  Minister  of  Inland  Bevenue,  they 
were  resumed,  but  were  only  opened  to  such  candidates  as  were 
already  in  the  service. 

Great  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  preparation  of  the  exanu* 
nation  papers,  with  a  view  to  testing  tne  practical  knowledge  of 
the  candidates,  and  the  extent  to  which  they  had  availed  them- 
selves  of  the  opportumties  afibrded  them  for  qualifying  themselves 
for  their  duties. 

The  result  of  these  last  examinations  was  that  out  of  70  who 
presented  themselves — 

Six  obtained  first-class  certificates. 

Fourteen  obtained  second-class  certificates. 

Twenty-nine  obtained  third-class  certificates,  and 

Twenty-one  failed  to  obtain  any  position. 
Of  the  officers  above  enumerated  three  have  been  transferred  to 
the  inside'  service,  and  41  have  been  removed  from  the  outside 
service  by  deaths,  resignations,  superannuatiou,  or  otherwise ;  and 
there  are  some  who,  although  examined,  were  not  appointed ;  so 
that  we  have  now  oil  the  pay  rolls  of  the  outside  service — 

Eighteen  first-dass  officers, 

Forty-two  second-class  officers. 

Fifty-two  third-class  officers,  and 

Twenty-seven  who  fidled  in  their  examinations. 
There  are  also  2i  officers  on  our  pay  rolls,   who  have  had  an 
opportunity  for  passing  an  examination,  but  who  have  refused 
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Canada,      to  present  themfielves,  and  i2  who  have  not  yet  been  requirdd  to 
«-^        do  80|  making  an  ag^pregate  of  172  excise  officers  now  on  oar  pay 
rolls« 

As  a  foil  account  of  these  examinations,  with  schedules  of  the 
results^  has  been  prepared^  and^  together  with  the  examination 
papers^  will  be  submitted  as  a  supplement  to  this  report^  I  shall 
in  this  place  only  observe  further  that  the  examinations  have  been 
entirely  succesrful  in  showing  the  relative  fitness  of  the  parties 
examined ;  and  that/ with  no  greater  exception  than  is  sufficient 
to  establii^  the  rule^  the  results  may  be  accepted  as  an  equitable 
guide  to  the  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the  outside  excise 
service  of  this  department  should  be  disposed  of. 
All  of  which  ifi  respectfully  submitted, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.^eunel, 

Commissioner. 


N^^i^«i>-  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


No.  2. 

Governor  Sib  Stephen  Hill,  K.C.M.Q.,  C.B. 

Government  House^  Newfoundland. 
My  Lobb,  December  16, 1875. 

I  HAVE    the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Locdship  tlie 
«  Blue  Book  "  of  Newfou]ftdkaid  for  the  year  1»74. 

2.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  &e%  a  copy  of  which 
accompanies  this  Despatch,  will  serve  to  explain  many  of  the 
more  important  matters  of  statistioe,  and  will  emable  your  Lord- 
ship to  form  a  reliable  opinion  on  the  present  state  of  this 
Colony. 

3.  Being  conversant  with  the  many  details  set  fortii  in  the 
Blue  Book  from  information  obtained,  as  well  as  from  my  own 
observation  these  several  years,  I  aim  enabled  to  assure  your 
Lordship  that  the  affidrs  of  this  Ck>lony  are  in  a  sound  condition, 
aad  that  the  future  prospects  of  the  country  are  sudi  as'to  justify 
reasonable  hopes  of  advancement. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Stefhbn  I.  Hill. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Canmrvon, 
&c.     •    &c.  &c. 
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Prom  tlie  Colonial  Sbcbetary  to  His  Excellency  The       Nbwtound- 


GOVERNOB. 

Secaretary'^  Offioe, 
May  it  fleabe  youe  EajOBLLBNor,         Deoember  13, 1&76. 

In  endoeing  to  your  Ezoellency  the  Blue  Book  of  1S74 
I  have  the  honour^  at  your  ExoeUenoy's  deeipe,  to  aoeompany  it 
with  jome  obeervotions  on  the  more  ijo^ortant  portioufi  of  ite 
oontents  relating  to  the  induBtrial  and  sooial  ocmdition  of  the 
Cblony« 

2.  The  trade  of  J^ewfoundland  for  die  year  1874^  ae  iadicatdd 
hf  the  statistical,  returns,  was  the  largest  on  record. 

Although  the  ^sheries  of  the  year  befove  were  of  rather  tmcMre 
than  arerage  produotiyeness,  the  value  of  its  exports  fell  «hort 
of  that  of  l^e  exports  of  1874  by  nearly  one  million  dollars*  Hie 
revenue  of  the  latter  was  also  eonuderably  in  excess  of  that  of 
most  former  years,  showing  an  inovaase  im  even  that  of  1873  of 
about  47,000  doUais. 

The  business  of  our  Bayii^  Btaik  shaned  in  the  geaecal 
advancement,  the  accounts  of ,  this  institution  exhibiting  at  *the 
dose  of  the  year  2,279  depositors  to  the  amount  of  1,046,274 
dollars  against  2,100  depositocs  of  968,931  dollars  in  1873. 

3.  Much  healthful  vigour'  was  imparted  to  the  commeree  af 
the  island  by  the  degree  of  prosperity  here  evidenced,  aad  the 
L€^slature  having  granted  an  increase  of  bounty  of  one  dollar  per 
ton  on  native  shipbuilding  a  new  impetus  was  promptly  af^lied 
to  this  &vourite  pursuit  of  our  operative  population.  The  num- 
ber of  vessels  built  bcore  in  1873  was  85  of  3,031  tons,  while  in 
1874  our  building  yards  turned  out  111  vessels  measuring  4,374 
tonnage. 

4.  Mining  industry,  wlnoh  is  jet  in  its  infancy  with  us,  was 
less  prosperous  in  the  last  year  than  in  1873  ;  but  the  prospect  of 
operations  in  the  new  copper  mine  at  Betts  Cove  near  Tilt  Cove 
justifies  the  hope  that  this  will  speedily  contribute  an  important 
addition  to  the  productive  wealth  of  the  island. 

5.  The  condition  of  the  trading  and  labouring  classes  generally 
gave  satisfactory  assurance  of  their  comparative  independence  and 
contentment,  which,  however,  were  not  whoUy  due  to  the  success 
of  one  year's  enterprises ;  the  good  fortune  of  the  four  previous 
years  having  materially  aided  to  produce  these  results. 

6.  I  am  unable  to  refer  to  any  decided  progress  made  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  as  In  most  fishing  cotintries  the 
people  are  slow  to  devote  the  requisite  attention.  Whilever  the 
fisheries  afford  them  even  partial  employment,  yet  whenever  even 
a  moderate  expenditure  is  made  for  agricultural  purposes  the 
returns  more  than  compensate,  and  they  show  the  adaptability  of 
our  soil  for  the  production  of  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

7.  With  respect  to  the  subject  of  popular  education,  the  last 
year  presents  no  indications  of  appreciable  improvement,  this  is 
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Newfound-  understood  to  be  referable  in  part  to  the  avocations  of  the  ma- 
i*^^*  jority  of  the  people  which  en^ge  so  larse  a  proportion  of  their 
'"'"'  time  at  sea,  ana  partly  to  uie  insufficiency  of  the  siJaries  as 
remuneration  for  competent  teadiers.  Other  causes  more  or  lees 
speculative  have  been  assigned  for  the  state  of  things  in  this 
respect^  one  of  fhese^  affecting  the  Protestant  denominations^  was 
beheved  to  be  the  system  of  common  or  mixed  schools,  although 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion  has  been  a  subject  of  heated 
contention  for  many  years.  The  separatists^  however^  have  at 
length  seen  their  views  carried  into  effect.  The  Ijegislature  having 
by  special  enactment  affirmed  the  principle  of  subdivision  of  the 
educational  funds^  on  the  basis  of  population  and  separate  schods 
for  members  of  the .  Church  of  England^  Wesleyan^  and  other 
denominations^  this  principle  having  for  many  years  obtained  as 
regarded  Roman  Catholic  schools.  I  may  remark  that  there  is 
even  yet  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this 
measure^  but  the  preponderance  must  be  assumed  to  be  in  favour 
'  of  a  change  which  has  received  l^ofidative  assent 

The  new  school  ^tem  obviously  contemplates  an  increase  of 
working  meana  This  becomes  indispensable^  from  the  transfer 
to  distmct  religious  bodies  of  the  school  property  in  the  several 
districts  which  had  been  hitherto  held  in  common^  as  well  as  from 
the  demand  for  new  school  buildings  and  the  necessary  rq>airs 
of  those  existing. 

8.  A  census  of  the  population  was  taken  in  the  autumn  of 
last  year,  an  interval  of  five  years  having  elapsed  since  the  pre- 
vious enumeration. 

The  present  population  of  Newfoimdland  and  Labrador  thus 
shown  is  I6I54869  giving  an  increase  of  about  15^000  on  the  last 
census. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        E.  D.  Shea,  C.S. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Stephen  J.  Hill,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 
Governor  of  xfewfoundland. 
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JAMAICA.  Jamaica. 


No.  3. 

Governor  Sir  W.  Grey,  K.C.S.I.,  to  The  Eael  op  Carnarvon. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  September  7,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Colony  of  Jamaica  for  the  year  1873-74,  together 
with  my  report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  Grey. 
The  Bight  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


Leffislation. 

Twenty-two  laws  were  passed  during  the  year,  of  which  the 
following  may  be  noticed : — 

Law  2  of  1874. — ^^  A  Law  to  amend  the  Incumbered  Estates 
**  Law,  1873." 

This  law  was  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  preserve  from  the 
operation  of  Law  17  of  1873  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  Uie  Imperial  West  Indian 
Encumbered  Estates  Acts. 

Law  7  of  1874. — "  A  law  to  regulate  the  Salary  of  OflSc^rs 
<^  administeringthe  Government  of  Jamaica,  and  the  furnishing  of 
"  Government  House." 

This  law  was  framed  on  the  model  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Colony 
of  Queensland,  and  is  meant,  as  its  title  explains,  to  regulate  the 
salary  of  officers  administering  the  government  of  this  Colony 
temporarily  during  the  absence  or  incapacity  of  the  Governor,  or 
during  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor,  and  to  lay  down 
rules  m  reeard  to  the  occupation  of  Government  House,  and  the 
use  of  the  furniture  supplied  at  the  public  expense. 

Law  8  of  1874.—"  A  Law  in  aid  of  Law  6  of  1887." 

This  law  was  introduced  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  whom  had 
been  referred  a  petition  to  the  Council  from  Dr.  Bowerbank,  a 
leading  medical  practitioner  in  Kingston,  in  reference  to  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  Island. 

In  this  petition  Dr.  Bowerbank  stated  that  for  many  years  he 
had  been  "  painfully  impressed  with  the  great  want  of  legislative 
"  action  on  most  important  matters  affecting  the  public  health ; " 
and  with  respect  to  Kingston  in  particular,  he  expresssed  the 
opinion  that  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  ^^  the  sanitary  status  is 
^'  retrograding  rather  than  advancing." 
Dr.  Bowerbank  referred  to  the  wmt  of  legislation  for  preventing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


38  FAPEBB   BELATINa   TO 

Jamaica,      the  spread  of  contagious  diseases^  and  for  the  isolation  of  persons 

affected  with  such  diseases ;  and  he  drew  special  attention  to  the 

English  Sanitary  Act  of  1866,  expressing  his  belief  that  regula- 
tions similar  to  those  contained  in  the  24th,  25th,  26th,  27th, 
29th,  38th,  and  39th  clauses  of  that  Act  strictly  enforced  would 
greatly  tend  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Sdeet  Committee  to  whom  diis  petition  was  referred 
expressed  an  opinion  that  Law  6  of  1867  might  with  advantage  be 
amended  by  the  enactment  of  clauses  22,  23, 25,  26,  29,  38,  and 
3»  of  the  Imperial  Statute  29  &  30  Vict  c.  90.  "  With  a  law 
**  (they  observed)  embodying  the  sections  above  pointed  out,  the 
"  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  as  ampte  legislative 
^^  provision  as  is  constitutionally  practicable  for  the  protection 
^^  of  the  public  health,  &c  In  the  opinion  of  the  Conunittee 
**  isolation  will  be  by  this  law  sufficienliy  provided  for  as  far 
"  as  it-  can  be  without  violating  public  liberty.''  A  Bill  was 
accordingly  introduced  for  this  purpose  and  was  passed  into  law. 

Law  9  of  1874. — "  A  Law  to  make  Provision  for  the  Erection 
'^  and  Regulation  of  Markets  throughout  the  Island" 

The  general  objects  of  this  law  are  the  provision  of  commodious 
and  wholesome  market  {Jaces  in  suitable  sHuations  throughout  the 
country  parts  of  the  Island,  and  to  make  the  law  uniform  «id 
clear  in  regard  to*  the  financial  and  internal  arrangements  of 
.  markets,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  imposition  and  levying  of  fees, 
in  which  last  respect  some  difficulty  had  been  found  under  tiie  old 
law. 

The  10th  seetion  of  the  law  givefr  power  to  the  Gk)vemor  to 
advance  money  from  the  Treasury  on  the  application  of  the 
mtmicipal  board  of  any  parish  for  the  erection  or  improvement  of 
market  buildings;  and  the  12th  section  of  the  law  provides^  for 
the  manner  of  the  repayment  of  such  advances. 

This  law  does  not  apply  to  the  parish  of  Kingston,  ihe  regula- 
tions of  the  markets  of  that  town  being  provided  for  by  a  separate 
enactment. 

Law  10  of  1874. — *^  A  Law  to  make  farther  Provision  in  «id  of 
"  the  Kingst(m  Markets  Law,  1869,  and  to  amend  Law  16  of 
''  1872." 

Law  11  of  1874". — ^^  ALaw  relating  to  xnweaworthy  Vessel?,  and 
*'  to  provide  for  Surveys  of  Vessels  in  certain  Gases*" 

This  is  a  law  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  ships  suspected  of 
being  unseaworthy.  It  is  founded  upon  the  12th  and  13th 
sednons  of  the  Imperial  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1873. 

Law  14  of  1874. — ^  A  Lawix)  compel  the  Attendance  of  Jurors 
"  and  Witnesses  at  Coroners'  Inquests "  was  passed  to  meet  a 
difficulty  brought  to  notice  by  a  district  court  judge,  who  reported 
.  in  his  capacity  of  coroner  that  in  his 'Opinion  no  pow^  was  vested 
in  coroners  to  compel  the  attendance  of  eillier  jurors  or  witnesses. 
The  law  is  based  on  the  Imperial  Act  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  92. 
8.  17. 

Law  15  of  1874. — '^  A  Law  to  amend  the  Prisons'  Consolidation 

Act,  1856-'' 
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This  law  was  introduced  in  oon^uenoe  of  its  being  fbund      Jamaki. 
neoeeeary  to  l^alise  Ae  reception  into  the  General  Penitentiary         "*^ 
at  Kingston  of  all  naval  prisoners  whether  oonvicted  by  oorurt- 
martial  or  otherwise,  and  whether  sentenced  to  hard  laboto*  or  to 
single  imprisonment. 

taw  18  of  1874. — "A  Law  to  set  apart  a  Portion  of  the 
^^  EjngEton  Parade  as  a  Public  Gturden,  and  to  provide  for  the 
^'  Biegnlation  and  Managemest  of  die  same." 

This  law  vests  in  the  Colonial  Secretary,  upon  trust  for  the 
pinrpoees  of  a  public  garden;  that  portion  of  the  Kingston  Pafrade 
winch  was  enclosed  and  laid  out  by  Sir  John  Grant  as  a  place 
of  recreation  for  the  iahaBitant»  of  the  town ;  Mid  provides  for 
its  proper  regulation  and  management. 

Law  21- of  1874.— "A  Law  for  the  Establishment,  Regulation, 
*^  and  Management  of  the  Kingston  Cemetery." 

The  land  referred  to  in  fhis  law  as  May  Fen  was  bought  so  far 
baek  as  1851  with  a  sum  of  money  voted  by  the  then  L«gidatare 
for  the  purpose  of  providiiig  a  burial  ground  for  the  parish  of 
Kingston.  A  sum  of  1,000^  having  been  placed,  on  the  Kingston 
parochial  estimates  for  1669- for  the  purpose  of  endosnig  a  new 
cemetery,  the  Government  refused  to  sanction  the  expenditnie  on 
the  ground  that  no  sum  fr(»n  general  revenue  could  be  appro- 
piiated  for  the  establishment  of  a  bunal  {dace  for  one  communion 
only;  and  it  was  suggested  that  a  general  cemetery  might  be 
established.  The  municipal  board  of  Kingston,  and  for  the  most 
part  the  ministers  of  the  several  denominations  in  Kingston,  agreed 
in  theexpodieney  of  establishing  such  a  cemetery,  and  it  was^own 
that  the  burial  grounds  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England  and 
the  Baptists  were  veiy  nearly  foil,  and  that  mc^e  e^Mce  was 
urgently  needed.  The  custos  of  Kingston  reported  ia  1869  that 
there  were  31  burial  places  in  Kingston  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
and  liiat  the  interments  for  the  year  1868<-69  had.  xmmbered 
1,126. 

May  Pen  was  considered  by  the  custos  of  Kingston  to  be  the 
best  site  available  for  a  general  cemetery,  situated  as  it  is  to  lee- 
ward of  the  city  in  the  most  thinly  populated  district  of  the 
parish,  and  accessible  by  a  publie  road* 

It  was  thought  advisable  that  legislation  should  be  resorted  to 
both  to  give  power  for  closing  the  existing  burial  places  within 
the  city  of  Kmgston,  and  also  to  settle  a  doubt  which  had  been . 
raised  as  to  the  legal'  and  equitable  estate  in  May  Pen  under  a 
deed  of  couTeyance  which  had  been  made  many  years  ago  to  the 
Bishop  of  Jamaica  and  others  upon  trusts  which  appeared  to  be 
opposed  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  when  it  granted  the 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  land. 

That  intention  it  was  evident  would  be  eflfectually  fulfilled, 
while  it  was  considered  that  no  public  or  private  rights  would,  be 
prejudiced  by  passing  a  law  which  should  vest  the  legal  estate  in 
May  Pen  in  the  municipal  board  of  Kingston  for  4e  use  and 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Kingston.  Due  provision  is  made  in  the 
law  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  cemetery,  and  for  assigning 
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jiouiGA.     to  the  yarious  religious  denominations  certain  portions  of  the  land, 
'"'"'        also  for  the  discontinuance  of  burials  in  existing  burial  grounds 
bj  Order  in  Council^  and  for  the  keeping,  in  order  of  any  disused 
burial  ground. 

Law  22  of  1874. — ''A  Law  to  consolidate  the  District  Court 
''  Laws.*' 

This  law  contains  some  few  amendments  and  alterations,  but 
for  the  most  part  it  is  a  consolidation  and  re-arrangement  of 

Ereyious  laws.  The  laws  consolidated  were,  12  in  number,  passed 
etween  the  years  1867  and  1873  indusiye.  This  work  was  one 
of  the  last  on  which  the  late  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Schalch,  was 
engaged,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Justice  Eer. 

Finance. 

The  accounts  of  the  year  1873-74,  excluding  the  immigration 
accounts  which  are  separately  treated,' show  a  surplus  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  of  25,2272.  Of  this  amoimt  15,819/.  is  the  sur- 
plus over  expenditure  of  revenue  specially  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular service,  such  as  parochial  roads,  relief  of  the  poor,  &c. 
The  remainder  9,408/.,  together  with  an  addition  of  1,971/.  from 
the  accumulated  surplus  of  preceding  years,  has  been  invested  in 
sinking  funds  towards  the  reaemption  of  debt. 

The  following  figures  give  the  actual  results  of  the  year  1873- 
74:— 

£ 
General  revenues      ...  -    430,391 

General  expenditure  ...    420,983 


Excess  of  general  receipts  over  general 
diture       ...            - 

expen- 

9,408 

Appropriated  revenue 
Appr(^riated  expenditure      - 

75.450 
59,631 

15,819 

Total  surplus 

25,227 

This  surplus  is  shown  after  charging  as  expenditure  25,494/. 
expehded  on  special  services  for  roads  and  works,  which  expen- 
diture it  had  been  intended  in  framing  the  estimates  at  the  outset 
of  the  year  to  defray  from  past  balances,  but  which,  owing  to  the 
fruitfuhiess  of  the  revenue  in  excess  of  the  estimate,  has  been 
met  from  the  receipts  within  the  year. 

The  immigration  frind  account  is  not  included  in  the  above 
figures ;  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  were  as 
foUow : — 

£ 
Bevenue       -----      35,956 
Expenditure  ....       56,647 
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The  difference  20^691  Z.  between  the  immigration  revenue  and 
expenditure  was  defrayed  from  a  loan  of  48^000/.  raised  during 
the  year  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  to  repay  advances  amounting 
to  some  27^000/.  that  had  been  made  fr^m  the  public  chesty  and 
which  were  due  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  by  the  immi- 
gration fund. 

The  following  table  shows  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  receipts 
in  the  year  1873-74^  both  of  revenue  and  of  other  moneys,  as 
compared  with  those  of  the  year  immediately  preceding  : — 

(TOIIPABATIVB   TBABLT  StATSMBIIT  OF  RbVENUB. 


Jamaica. 


1878-4. 


Import  daties  .  .  . 

Tonnage^  light  daes  ... 
Excise,  mm  daties  ... 
Spirit  licenses  ... 

iSrade  licenses,  old  - 
w         n      new- 
Land  tax,  old,  main  roads    - 
„        new,  property  tax 
Poor  rate,  house  tax  *  > 

Parochial  road  tax,  horse  kind  and 
wheels      .  .  .  . 

Tax  on  stock,  &c.  (arrears) 
Dog  tax       .  .  .  . 

Post  office    -  -  .  . 

Miscellaneous  ... 

Stamps         .  .  .  . 

Interest  on   secnritieB   for   sinking 
funds        .... 

Total  reyenne 

Immigration  Revenues, 

Export  da^  .... 
Capitation  tax  .  .  . 

Biterest  on   securities   for   sinking 
funds       .... 
Other  interest  .  .  . 

Contribotion  ihmi  general  revnue  . 


Beceipts  on  debt  account,  immigra- 
tion  loan  .... 

Excess  of  deposits  in  Treasury  oyer 
withdrawals         -  .  . 

Grand  total  receipts  . 


251,401 

8,182 

95,078 

16,800 

550 

8,848 

8,794 

4,974 

24,716 

25,886 
16 
142 
14,748 
8^,058 
15,384 


508,962 
1,881 


505,848 


19,619 
10,322 

122 

898 

5,000 


541,799 
48,000 
27,716 


617,515 


1872-^. 


More. 


A 

241,821 

2,655 

90,555 

15,485 

680 

8,918 

8,495 

4,630 

23,728 

24,707 
20 
171 
13,867 
83,550 
15,171 


479,898 
1,561 


480,954 


17,327 
10,467 

183 

885 
5,000 


514,766 
1,600 
9,499 


526,865 


A 
9,580 

527 
4,518 
1,815 


299 
344 
998 

629 


876 

5,503 

163 


24,747 
320 


25,067 


2,292 


8 


27,867 
46,400 
18,217 


90,650 


Less. 


80 
65 


4 
29 


178 


178 


145 
11 


384 


The  continued  increase  in  the  import  duties*  is  a  very  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  well  doing  of  the  people^  and  the  increase  in  the 


*  The  inqK}rt  duty  collections  for  the  four  past  years  haye  been  as  follows  : — 

1870-71  -  .     198,226      I       1872-78  .  -    241,821 

1871-72  "  .    224,077      |       1873-74  .  .    251,401 
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Jamaica*     export  duties  after  a  fidling  off  under  that  head  in  liie  preceding 
"~~*        year  is  also  gratifying.     It  will  be  observed  tbat  the  total  revenues 
of  the  past  year  exceeded  those  of  the  year  1872-73  by  27,034/. 

Below  is  a  table  showing  the  Treasury  disbursements  of  the 
year  under  report,,  botii  on  account  of  current  expenditure  and  on 
all  other  accounts,  contrasted  with  those  of  the  preceding  year. 


Statement  op  ExpsKDrrmEOL 

1873-74. 

1872-73. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

* 

Ciyil            ...           - 

30,349 

29,289 

1,060 



Judicial        .... 

22,044 

18,571 

3,473 

— 

District  courts          -           -           . 

12,839 

13,380 

— . 

491 

Reyenae       -           -            -           . 

31,681 

3M56 

626 

... 

Botanic  gaideoi       .            .           .■ 

4,984 

2,940 

2,044 

— 

Postoflace    -           -            -            - 

15,852 

14,951 

901 

—. 

Ecclesiastical            ... 

16,994 

17,717 

— 

728 

Medical        .... 

85,959 

33,828 

2^31 

.. 

Constabulary            ... 

45,321 

48,188 

2,867 

Prisons,  peniteRtiaiy,  and  retematory 

28,127 

26,726 

Moi 

— » 

Edaoatioa     -            .            -            - 

19,908 

19,463 

460 

— 

MisoeUaneons           ... 

9,128 

10,949 

— « 

l,8ftl 

Colonization  of  immigrants  - 

5,000 

5,000 

— 

— 

Military       -            -            «   *        . 

5,228 

4,210 

1,018 

— ' 

Boads  and  bridges    .           -            - 

64,684 

49,802 

16432 

-.- 

Bniidings     .... 

34,443 

89,683 

— 

6,240 

Land  expenses 

1,297 

1,472 

— 

176 

Pensions      .... 

U,423 

13,561 

'862 

•*. 

ligbthonses'            ... 

1,351 

1,171 

180 

.... 

Hagbow  masters      .           .           ^ 

72 

75 

— 

3 

Paceshial  expenditure 

06,267 

29,026 

6,231 

— 

Steam  communication  with  New  York 

4,875 

3,750 

1,1S6 

.^ 

Intessst,  &c^  debt    ... 

40,835 

40,313 

542 

— 

480^16 

454,161 

87,776 

11,320 

- 

Sinking  funds           .           .            - 

10,877 

10,236 

141 

— 

Bedemption  of  debt  tnm  corrent 

revenue    -            -            .            . 



6,426 

^ 

6,423. 

Bedemption  of  debt    fhm  surplus 

revenue    .... 

6,000 

200 

5,800 

-~' 

Total   disbursements    exdusiye    of 

charges  on  immigration  fond  ac- 

counts     -           .           .           - 

496,993 

471,823 

26»170 

— 

Immigration             ... 

66,647 

69,261 

— 

12,614 

Grand  total  disbursements 

663,640 

541,084 

12,566 

Pensions. 

During  this  year  one  pension  o£  13/.  was  granted  in  oompensa- 
tion  tor  the  abolition  of  office.  The  pension  list  was  relieved  by 
death  to  the  extent  of  i;449{.9  drawn  by  10  different  pensioners. 

Debt 

No  loan  chargeable  to  the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony  was 
raised  in  the  year  1873-74. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  MAJBSTT^S  G0X.01IIA&  POSSESSIONS.  43 

But  a  third  instalment  of  30,000{.  of  the  immigmtion  loan  as      Xakaiqa. 
well  as  18,0007.  of  the  fourth  instalment  was  raised.     A  further 
sum  of  19,0002.  was  raised  by  the  Bio  Cobre  Canal  Commissioners 
to  meet  expenses  connected  with  those  works. 

During  the  year  4,8002.  of  diefat,  as  the  deb^itures  beoaane 
payable,  was  paid  off  ^om  surplus  revenues^  and  1,200{.  was- paid 
qS  from  the  accumulated  surplus  of  appropriated  revenues. 

A  sum  of  11,379/.  13^.  Sd,  has  been  invested  in  sinking  funds 
£ar  the  eventual  redemption  of  ddiit,  and  an  investment  of  862/. 
wvui  made  from  the  immigration  revenues  in  sinking  funds  for  the 
immigration  loans. 

The  public  debt  directly  eeeured  on  the  general  r^^enuas  stood 
as  follows  cm  the  30th  September  in  each  of  tiie  last  dght  yoHB, 
after  making  allowance  in  each  year  for  the  sinking  funds  actually 
invested  for  the  eventual  redemption  of  debt  :*-— 

£        s.    d.  £        8.    d. 


1867  -  718,962  18  10 

1868  -  706,964  18  0 

1869  -  686,830  9  2 

1870  .  609,505  11  3 


1871  -  591,656  5  0 

1872  -  571,542  1  3 

1873  '  554,4^2  18  11 

1874  -  539,108  8  2 


The  interest  paid  on  debt  amounted  to  34,625/.  and  was  appor- 
tioned as  follows : — 

£ 
On  deposits  in  chest  -  -     10,74>& 

Loans  under  Imperial,  guarantee       -     12,896 
Islandloans  -  -  -     10,980 


34,625 


The  debt  secured  on  the  revenues  of  the  immigratbn.  fund 
stood  as  follows  at  the  corresponding  periods :«— 


£       s. 

tL 

£        s. 

d. 

1867 

-     69,138  0 

3 

1871 

-  84,169  7 

0 

Icf^o 

-  64,175  14 

3 

18T2 

-  80,664  16 

7 

1869 

-  69,213  a 

3 

1873 

-  78,283  4 

9 

1870 

-  66,138  0 

0 

1874 

-  126,428  5 

6 

In  this  last  year,  as  has  been  stated,.  48,000/.  were  raised* 
The  interest  paid  on  immigration  loans  during  the  yeariamounted 
to  5,031/^  viz.:— 

£ 
On  guacanteed  loans  -  -  •    1,526 

Immigration  further  loan       -  -    3,505 

5,031 

Legislative  Council 

Mr,  Charles  Bbyes,  an  unofficial  member,  tendered  tiie  res^a- 
tion  of  his  seat  on  the  21st  of  January  1874  on  the  ground  that 
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Jamaica,      he  could  not  afford  the  time  requisite  to  attend  sessions  protracted 
over  manj  months.     His  resignation  was  accepted. 

Land, 

Lands  to  the  extent  of  4^651  acres  have  been  taken  possession 
of  by  Gk>yemment  from  squatters  under  Law  37  of  1867 ;  and 
3^098  acres  of  land  in  possession  of  Government  have  been  leased 
to  various  persons  dunng  the  year. 

Notifications^  under  Law  5  of  187l5have  been  published  for  the 
absolute  forfeiture  of  33,184  acres  on  which  land  tax  and  quit 
rents  have  remained  unpud  for  10  years  and  upwards^  and  lands 
amounting  to  55,580  acres,  included  m  previous  notifications,  have 
been  declared  forfeited  to  the  Crown. 

Public  Works. — Roads  and  Bridges. 

The  expenditure  during  the  year  on  nudn  roads  and  bridges 
amounted  to  39,701J1,  as  shown  below  : — 

£ 
Maintenance  and  repairs      -  -    26,704 

New  works  -  -  .  -      9,825 

Parochial  services    -  -  -      3,172 


39,701 


The  rate  of  expenditure  upon  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of 
main  roads  has  been  37^  per  mile:  last  year  it  was  3321,  and,  in 
the  previous  year,  1871-72,  31i  per  mile.  The  explanation  of 
this  increase  is  found  mainly  in  the  advanced  price  of  labour, 
estimated  by  the  director  of  roads  to  average  about  10  per  c^it. 
throughout  the  Island,  and  in  the  special  ejcpenditure  rendered 
necessary  on  some  important  roads,  of  which  parts  were  carried 
away  or  veiy  severely  injured  by  extraordinary  floods. 

Bridges. 

The  Dry  River  or  Bio  Minho  Bridge  wds  completed  and  opened 
for  traffic  on  the  Ist  of  August,  having  been  commenced  in  1871, 
the  various  difficulties  that  from  time  to  time  hindered  its  more 
speedy  erection  have  been  described  in  previous  reports.  When 
the  construction  of  this  bridge  was  undertaken  its  cost  was  esti- 
mated at  16,207/.     The  total  actual  cost  has  been  16,901Z. 

There  still  remains  to  be  constructed,  however,  the  pilasters  on 
the  top  of  each  pier  to  cover  the  ends  of  the  girders,  but  this  is  a 
slight  matter  of  detail  in  no  way  impeding  or  affecting  the  use  of 
the  bridge  by  the  public. 

The  allowing  bridges  have  also  been  completed  during  the 
year : — 

Over  the  river  at  Hopewell  on  the  main  road  from  Kingston  to 
Newcastie. 

Over  Little  Biver  on  tiie  main  road  from  Montegp  Bay  to 
Lucea. 
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On  the  mfun  road  from  Lucea  to  Ghreen  Island.  Jamaica. 

Over  the  Ferris  River  in  Westmoreland. 

The  old  bridge  at  the  rock  near  Falmouth,  which  carried  the 
main  road  over  the  river  there,  has  been  taken  down  (being 
unsafe),  and  the  ironwork  of  a  new  bridge  is  being  erected. 

The  ironwork  of  a  bridge  over  the  Middle  Biver  at  Annotto 
Bay  has  been  imported,  and  also  that  for  a  bridge  over  the  Bio 
Cobre,  connecting  Linstead  with  Lloyd's  estate  in  Saint  John's. 

Buildings. 

The  total  expenditure  on  public  buildings  and  miscellaneous 
services  has  been  33,481/. 

Prisons,  Rtformataries,  jrc 

A  new  roof  has  been  erected  for  the  quarters  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Penitentiary;  a  new  hospital  at  Saint  Mary's 
Prison  completed;  the  constabulary  station  at  May  Pen  com- 
pleted, and  a  new  range  of  lock-ups  erected  there. 

Public  Hospital,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sfc. 

Several  additions  and  improvements  have  been  completed  at  the 
Public  Hospital,  Kingston. 

The  new  range  of  rooms  for  separate  occupation  at  the  lunatic 
asylum  has  been  nearly  completed. 

A  new  enclosure  wall  at  the  lock  hospital  has  been  erected, 
and  several  improvements  at  the  leper's  home  have  been  carried 
out 

Parochial  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  at  Falmouth  and  Lucea  have  been  handed  over 
for  occupation,  and  the  necessary  furniture  supplied. 

A  new  hospital  on  a  design  approved  by  the  Island  medical 
officer  has  been  commenced  at  Mandeville. 

Court  Houses. 

Court  houses  at  Adelplu,  Saint  James,  York  Hill,  Hanover,  and 
May  Pen,  Clarendon,  have  been  repaired  and  occupied  as  district 
courts. 

Buoys,  Beacons,  {fc. 

Three  large  buoys  to  mark  the  entrance  to  Port  Morant  have 
been  placed  in  position  under  the  directions  of  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Admiralty  Hydrographic  Survey;  and  three  buoys  for 
Falmouth  Harbour  have  been  imported. 

Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks. 

Considerable  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  completion  of 
this  work.    The  reservoir  for  2,500,000  gallons,  the  two  filter 
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Jamaica,  beds^  and  the  pure  water  tank  to  hold  3^00^000  gaUiUikB  have  all 
made  progress^  and  on  the  30th  September  last,  the  reservoir  had 
been  about  three  fourths  oompletoif  the  filter  beds  and  pure  water 
tank  about  half  coonpleted. 

*  The  main  mpe  hoping  in  E^ingston  has  been  completed  and 
tested.  The  hydrants  haye  been  fixed  and  are  available  for  fire 
seaTviee. 

Kingston  Gasworks. 

A  design  on  a  less  expensive  scale  than  the  original  one 
referred  to  in  last  year's  report  has  been  obtiuned,  and  a  contract 
has  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Cutler  and  Sons,  of  London, 
for  the  preparation  of  the  ironwork,  for  the  sum  of  7,538/.  The 
services  of  an  experienced  engineer  have  been  engaged  for  the 
erection  of  the  works. 

Kingston  Shtughter  House, 

The  ironwork  has  arrived  &om  England,  and  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  is  being  vigorously  pushed  forward. 

Rio  Cobre  Irrigation  Works. 

The  masonry  portion  of  the  dam  at  the  head  works  having  been 
finished,  the  work  of  fonnhig  :die  ^flood  bacnk  "  or  bank  of  earth 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  comparatively  narrow  course  through 
which  ^e  river  was  left  running  was  begun  as  early  as  possible, 
in  the  hope  of  a  sufficiency  long  period  of  eacemption  £rom 
heavy  rains  to  allow  of  the  work  being  carried  up  to  a  safe  height. 
Unfortunately,  however,  floods  came  unexpectedly,  a  temporary 
culvert  formed  of  timber  gave  way  and  became  choked,  causing 
the  river  to  overtop  the  bad:  and  carry  away  the  whole  of  it  It 
then  became  evident  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  erect  a  more 
permanent  culvert  of  masohry  as  an  outlet  for  the  ordinary  flow 
of  the  river,  and  to  construct  the  flood  bank  principally  of  masoniy 
instead  of  earth.  The  director  of  roads  has  since  reported  that 
this  work  has  been  successfully  completed. 

In  a  comprehensive  report  ujwn  this  irrigation  project  sub- 
mitted soon  after  the  dose  of  the  year,  tlie  director  of  roads  has 
remarked  as  follows : — 

"  I  have  only  to  state  further  that  I  have  full  confidence  ih. 
the  success  of  these  works,  in  an  engineering  point  of  view, 
and  ako  a  belief  that,  if  carried  out  io  the  full  intention,  tiiey 
will  not  oidy  repay  their  cost,  but  will  be  ultimately  very 
remimerative  both  to  the  land  hi^evs  as  weU  as  to  the  Govern- 
ment, wUch  has  guaranteed  the  debentures." 

District  Courts. 

The  business  transacted  duimg  the  last  six  years  is  diown  in 
the  following  summary — 
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1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

Crimiiial  tnalB  - 

1^56 

1,712 

1,831 

4,478 

2,679 

84ilO 

Small  caaseB     - 

3,183 

5,509 

7,821 

7,396 

8,060 

7,982 

Jadf[ment  siimmonB 

— 

— 

— 

— 

848 

1,897 

Equity  cases 

2 

10 

13 

15 

13 

7 

Cases  under  the  LandXaw 

133 

187  , 

85  8 

485 

241 

228 

Bankrnptcj  cases 

9 

147 

42 

5 

8 

6 

Probate  cases   - 

85 

48 

42 

81 

29 

23 

A 

A 

A 

£ 

A 

A 

Amount  cJaimed 

22,919 

29,070 

85,958 

89,896 

41,148 

50,325 

J  udcmeoit  ootaiDea        - 

11,886 

14,919 

18,580 

15,770 

19,878 

25,778 

Gesfts    - 

2409 

2,774 

3,350 

8^8 

3,810 

4,212 

Court  fees 

2A54 

8,225 

4,424 

4,482 

4,600 

4,721 

Jamaioa. 


There  were  17  appeals  ^firatn  ihe  decilsion  of  theae  courts,  11 
being  in  eivil  oaees  and  flix  in  eriminal  caefiBi 

Chie  appeal  wae  remitted  httck  to  the  eourt,  two  appeals  weiee 
dkmisBed^  three  were  not  prosecuted  hy  the  aj^llants,  and  in  11 
cases  the  judgments  of  the  diatrict  court  wece  confirmed. 


Botanical  Gardens. — Castletan  Garden. 

This  garden  was  very  much  improved  during  the  year.  Mr. 
Jeninan  has  taken  great  interest  in  collecting  indigenous  ferns 
and  orcbidB,  and  has  about  100  species  of  each.  The  Fern 
House,  constructed  about  two  years  ago,  has  suffered  consider- 
ably from  storms,  and  especially  from  the  heavy  rainfall  that 
accompanied  the  hurricane  of  Ivovember  last,  but  no  material 
injury  was  done  to  the  collection  of  plants. 

Indian  Teak — This  has  attiuned  a  height  of  30  feet  in  fi>ur 
years. 

Ipecacuanha, — The  plants  make  slow  progress. 

Nutmegs. — The  cultivation  of  these  plants  is  much  in  favour. 
2,000  plants  are  under  propagation  for  distribution. 

Tobacco, — Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  General  at  Havanna 
having  forwarded  a  supply  of  the  valuable  Vuelta  Abajo  seed,  a 
free  distribution  to  the  public  was  made,  and  there  is  reason  to 
anticipate  an  extensive  cultivation.  The  success  of  tobacco 
cultivation  in  Jamaica  is  now  achieved,  and  it  may  be  considered 
one  of  the  staple  products  of  the  island. 

Liberian  Coffee. — Forty-six  healthy  plants  of  this  new  variety 
of  coffee  were  received  from  Kew  in  July.  Some  of  the  plants 
have  been  sent  to  the  more  important  coffee  properties,  to  Castle- 
ton  and  to  Btony  Hill,  so  that  the  phmt  will  be  brought  under 
the  influence  of  a  great  range  of  elevation  and  various  conditioiffi 
of  moisture.  The  rest  are  beiag  treated  in  the  hot  pit,  and  ane 
growing  vigorously,  the  longest  leaves  being  over  10  inches  long. 

Palitctdges  Flcmtation.  —  During  the  year  10,000  cocoaoiuts 
were  planted  otit,  which  brings  up  the  total  number  planted  to 
1^,300.  Tbe  remaining  land  to  be  planted  will  be  eompleted  in 
the  autumn  of  this  year  and  there  seems  to  be  a  good  prospect  of 
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Jamaica,      the  previous  estimate  of  the  annual  yield  of  these  trees  being 
"^        realised.     Cocoa-nuts  are  a.bundant  round  nearly  the  whole  sea- 
board of  the  Island^  and  it  is  matter  of  regret  that  the  valuable 
products  of  this  plant  are  not  turned  to  more  account  by  private 
enterprise. 

Kingston  Parade  Garden. 

A  supply  of  water  having  been  obtained^  the  central  divisions 
of  the  garden  have  been  planted  with  Bahama  grass,  and  flower 
plots  have  been  formed  and  planted.  A  comparatively  thick 
shrubbery  has  already  been  formed  within  the  iron  railing  round 
whole  extent  of  the  garden.  The  Victoria  Begia  flouridies  the 
whole  year  in  the  central  basin.  Colocusia^  the  variegated  screw 
pine,  the  variegated  aloe,  dracenas,  crottons,  the  poinsettia,  palms, 
the  bamboo,  cacti,  and  colens,  have  been  planted  in  masses  tlurough 
the  lawns.  Specimens  of  economic  plants  have  also  been  planted, 
such  as  the  banyan*  tree,  mahogany,  mahoe,  cedar,  bullytree, 
breadnut,  breadfruit,  diri-diri,  pimento,  nutmeg,  Vanilla,  China- 
grass,  arrowroot,  cassava,  teak,  and  sissoo  (the  two  most  valuable 
timber  trees  of  India),  oroton  oil,  gamboge,  &a,  which,  whilst 
contributing  greatly  to  the  interest  and  beauty  of  the  garden,,  mil 
doubtless  prove  an  attraction  to  visitors  to  Jamaica. 

New  Sugar  Canes. 

Encouraging  accounts  of  the  successful  cultivation  of  the 
Salaugore  cane  have  b#en  received  from  several  partp  of  the  island, 
and  nearly  an  acre  of  it  has  been  planted  at  Hope  in  order  to 
supply  planters  with  cuttings. 

Pine  Apple. 
Five  acres  of  this  valuable  fruit  have  been  planted. 

Teak 

A  bag  containing  thousands  of  seeds  was  obtained  from  India 
through  Kew  Gardens.  From  these  about  a  thousand  plants  have 
been  obtained  and  several  acres  planted. 

Mahogany. 

Small  plantations,  to  the  extent  of  about  10  acres  each,  have 
been  partly  planted  and  will  be  shortly  completed  with  mahogany, 
cedar,  and  the  greenheart  of  Demerara. 

Cinchona  Plantation. 

Cinchonas  were  first  planted  six  years  ago,  and  the  trees  now 
range  in  height  from  12  to  23  feet  Two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
are  now  in  Cinchonas.  C.  succirubra  continues  to  grow  more 
freely  than  the  other  species.  C.  Pahudiana  continues  to  present 
a  sickly  appearance,  and  the  majority  of  the  plants  have  been 
removed  in  favour  of  a  better  species.  The  mortality  amongst 
young  seedlings  while  in,  pots,  alluded  to  in  the  Report  for  1872^ 
continues. 
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Tea. 

This  plant  could  now  be  propagated  to  any  extent,  and  it 
grows  with  the  greatest  luxuriance. 

Interchange  of  Plants  and  Seeds. 

Contributions  have  been  received  from  Kew  Ghirdens^  Trinidad, 
Sir  John  Peter  Orant  aud  others,  and  collections  have  been  sent 
to  Eew  Qardens,  India,  Trinidad,  Barbados,  and  Honourable 
W.  Kussell,  Demerara. 

Educatiim. 

Elementary  Schools.^The  year  under  report  is  the  seventh 
since  the  grant  in  aid  regulations  came  into  effect.  The  table 
given  below  shows  that  the  yearly  increase  in  the  number  of 
schools  inspected  continues. 


Jamaica* 


1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Fintelass       . 

Second  class   ... 
Third  class      .            -           . 
Exceptiona]  half  grants 

1 
6 

89 
88 

8 

20 

178 

21 

4 

85 

206 

63 

6 

68 

289 

47 

7 

94 

268 

85 

11 
125 

274 
16 

17 
145 
285 

22 

Total  aided      - 

184 

217 

298 

860 

404 

426 

469 

The  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  passing  from  the 
lower  to  the  higher  classes,  which  has  been  noticed  in  former 
reports,  was  again  emerienced  during  the  past  year.  A  comparison 
between  the  first  and  the  last  columns  of  the  above  table  exhibits 
in.a  striking  degree  the  advance  made  in  the  education  of  the 
people  during  the  past  seven  years. 

From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  in 
1872-73  in  the  number  of  scholars  on  the  books,  as  well  as  in  the 
average  daily  attendance,  did  not  continue  during  the  year  under 
report  On  the  contrary,  the  attendances  during  the  period  in 
question  are  the  highest  noted  since  the  introduction  of  the 
regulations  of  1867. 


1871-2. 

1872-«. 

1878-4. 

Pnpils  on  books           .... 
Present  at  inspection  .... 

School  fees  paid  by  parents    ... 
Grants  in  aid               .... 

88,006 
22,485 
27,761 

& 
5,878 
9,897 

37,496 
22,005 
25,849 

A 

5,812 

10,982 

48,185 
25,160 
29,967 

6,087 
12,708 

The  inspector  of  schools  reports  that  the  work  of  the  schools 
was  very  seriously  interrupted  during  this  year  in  some  localities 
bv  the  extensive  prevalence  of  small-pox  and  measles,  and  in  some 
of  the  mountain  districts  by  such  continuous  rains  as  have  not  been 
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Jamaica,      experienced  for  many  years  past     So  severe  was  this  visitation 

of  smoll-pox  in  some  parts  of  the  Island  that  many  schods  had  to 

be  closed  for  a  time,  while  the  attendance  at  others  waa  se  redoeed 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  having  them  examined  in  the  usaal 
way  with  any  degree  of  hmMem  to  £e  msaagerc  or  teachers,  and 
consequently  five  of  die»  schools  were  allowed  to  retain  their  last 
year's  pentioa  in.  respect  to  class  witbeat  passing  thsoo^  tbe. 
usual  examination. 

In  the  face  of  these  retarding  influences  it  isthemKffegratifyiiqf 
to  find  that  the  general  progress  ba»  been  so  good. 

It  is  also  reported  that  the  schools  ace  getting  more  into  the 
hands  of  trained  teachers  each  year,  which  may  be  r^arded  as  a 
guarantee  of  improvement  in  instruction  and  in  general  school 
management.  As  all  the  normal  training  schools,  of  which  there 
are  seven  in  operation  at  present,  have  now  their  fbll  complement 
of  students,  the  number  of  trained  teachers  should  continue  to 
increase  steadily. 

1,0092.  was  allowed  tiiis  year  for  opening  grants,  and  was  dis- 
tributed amonffst  18  schools.  475/.  was  also  allowed  as  special 
grants  to  16  schools  in  destitute  districts. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Educational  Department  in  each  o£ 
the4ast  seven  years  was  as  f<dlows: — 


£ 

£ 

1867-68 

- 

-    4,120 

1871-72    - 

-     14,573 

1866^» 

. 

-     6,243 

1,872-7*    - 

-     16,266 

1869-70 

. 

-    9,18& 

187»-74    - 

-     16,988 

1870-71 

- 

-  11,778 

Immiff 

ration. 

During  the  year  1873-74  three  vessels  arrived  with  immupfsnts 

from  Cak»]tt&     Of  1,463  souls  end}acke4  1,3S6  were  lancbd  in 

the  Colony,  the  mortality  at  sea  being  114,  or  a  percentage  a£ 

77  *  9.    Th^  deathH?ate  oa  the  respective  ships  was  as  bslaw  : — 

*'Woodbum''  -  -  -  11-13 

"Duke  rf  Argyll        -  -  -    5  01 

"Loch  Lomond"      -  -  -    ei7 

The  deaths  on  the  *'  Woodburu  "  were  chiefly  from  contagious 
fever  and  dysentery.  The  surgeon  superintendent's  report  shows 
that  the  fever  was  brought  on  board  in  a  latent  form.  On  the 
"  Loch  Lomond  "  cholera  broke  out  on  the  tenth  day  after  leaving 
India.  Amongst  the  Coolies  in  these  ships  there  were  sevem 
who  had  already  been  in  Jamaica. 

Since  last  year's  report  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
supplying  each  Coolie  prior  to  disembarkation  with  suitable  cloth- 
ing fiur  field  wcurk.  It  is  furnished  by  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment at  the  employer's  expense.  Formerly  the  employer  was 
required  to  furnish  it,  and  much  trouble  and  delay  was  often 
caused  in  consequence. 

The  new  arrangement  meets  with  general  apprtm^  Ae  OooHes 
now  being  in^a  poedtion  to  begin  work  as  soon  as  they  are  located. 

During  the  year  the  Coolies  who  arrived  in  1869  by  the  ships 
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'*  Patrician,'*  '*  Buckingliamshire/'  and  '*  Gainsborous^h  ^  completed 
their  industrial  serrice,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  1^ 
majority  of  these  have  remained  on  the  estates  to  which  they  treire 
originally  indentured. 

The  mortality  tables  show  a  deci^ase  in  the  death-rate  amongst 
the  total  number  of  immigrants  as  compared  with  last  year,  and 
also  amongst  the  Cocdieewho  hare  not  yet  completed  their  first  tttid 
second  year's  residence  respectively. 

It  IS  worthy  of  note  that,  although  smatt^pox  has  been  in  the 
Island  in  an  epidemic  form  duxiog  the  past  year,  there  haire  bee& 
only  two  cases,  and  these  of  a  mild  nature,  amongst  the  indenif 
tured  immigraxits.  This  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  great  eore 
taken  by  tne  Goveenmeat  medical  officers  in  vaccinating  aD  not 
already  so  protected 

A  new  union  hospital  has  been  opened  at  Buff  Bay,  making 
in  aU  12  of  these  institiitions  now  in  opea^cm.  Them  conditSon 
and  management  continue  to  improve,  and  there  irleBfltdifloaA^ 
in  obtaining  dii^nsers  and  nurses. 

At  the  Cooly  dep6t  at  Spanish  Town  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Brarder  the  general  conduct 
of  the  immigrants  has  been  good. 

Government  Savings  Bank. 
The  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits  in  savings 
banks  for  the  last  nine  years  are  shown  below : — 


Jittnai. 


TOK. 

No.  of  DepositoiB. 

Amount  o 

r  Deposits. 

1867 

2,278 

54,807 

1668 

• 

2,524 

58,918 

1869 

• 

3,004 

74,394 

1870 

- 

: 

♦16,200 
f63,480 

79^686 

1971 

- 

'. 

♦98,77«\ 

108,478 

1872 

- 

8,896 

142,240 

1878 

—            • 

8,962 

158,933 

1874 

' 

4,588 

179,176 

In  the  above  amotmt  of  169,1762.  are  indoded  deposits  on 
account  of  public  ftinds  ^to  the  extent  of  \%fiZ1l,  and  deposits  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  amounting  to  6,475/. 

Tradt. 
The  value  of  the  imports  for  each  of  the  last  eight  years  is 
shown  below ; — 


£ 

£ 

tl867  - 

■       859,186 

1870-71 

-  1,331,185 

tl868  - 

-    1,023,866 

1871-72 

-  1,669,602 

11869  - 

-    1,224,414 

1872-73 

-  1,733,121 

tl870  - 

-    1,300,456 

1873-74 

-  1,762,817 

*  Goyernment  Sayings  Bank.  f  Psiyate  Sayings  Bank. 

^These  are  calendar  years. 
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PAPERS   RELATING   TO 


Jamaica.  The  following  table  of  articles  imported,  which  were  freed  from 

duty  in  1867,  is  given  in  continuation  of  similar  tables  in  previous 

reports : — 


1807.* 

18e8.* 

1869.* 

1870.* 

1870-71. 

1871-72. 

1878-78. 

1878-74. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Steun  engines 

101 

8.016 

6.904 

6.460 

4,788 

14488 

88.008 

11^86 

Kills  -         -         .         - 

1.07S 

1.882 

8848 

8.484 

9486 

21,644 

18404 

10.819 

Other  maohinery    - 

ejm 

8,088 

6.644 

7444 

11,480 

6.166 

9449 

4466 

Ptos  tor  boiling  sugar 

608 

984 

8.409 

4^676 

4401 

6.068 

4408 

!^ 

Ptoes  for  flnids 

m 

1481 

1,808 

8^406 

2466 

1401 

19487 

1401 

009 

W74 

2477 

1,698 

1478 

1406 

6.076 

2^ 

Shooks  of  an  sorts  - 

18,088 

19.4179 

17468 

1IM80 

18487 

16,748 

17461 

17;070 

Stares 

(M«7 

^418 

8447 

8488 

6.481 

7446 

6406 

16407 

Woodhoops  - 

1^ 

8.778 

W64 

S;961 

8467 

2468 

1466 

^ 

Iron,  galTanlied     • 

1488 

1.986 

1408 

8^48 

8418 

6466 

6471 

6.888 

igSSi^SSu'"""'^*^ 

8.184 

U74 

uaus 

1488 

84 

66 

462 

868 

8.719 

8.004 

8448 

8409 

6467 

6448 

^669 

80,708 

60488 

68468 

68,018 

68,078 

89,081 

11744B 

77.745 

The  value  of  the  exports  for  each  of  the  last  eight  years  is 
shown  below : — 


Values. 

Of  Prodaoe  and 

Of  British,  Foreign, 
and  other  Colonial 

MannfactoreB  of  the 

Tota!. 

Colony. 

Pn>daceand 

Maaufiactiiie. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

♦1867 

1,016»554 

28,540 

1,045,094 

•186S       . 

1,098,882 

40,472 

1,188,804 

♦1869 

1,052,562 

110,207 

1,162,769 

♦1870        - 

1,158,835 

124,171 

1,288,026 

1870-71  - 

1,196,582 

52,153 

1,248^85 

1871-72  - 

1,848,858 

69,585 

1,418,443 

1872-78  .        - 

1,144,173 

81,838 

1,226,011 

1878-74  . 

1,869,507 

72,578 

1,442,080 

The  exports  of  the  principal  staples  for  the  last  eight  years  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Sugar,  hogsheads- 
Biun,  pvuioheons  • 
Coffee,  Ih^    - 
Pfmenta  Ihe. 
Djewoods,  fustic, 

and      logwood, 

tons   - 
Ginger,  lbs.  - 
Arrowroot,  lbs. 


1867. 


81406 

18484 

6464461 

7496400 


48.481 

1.728.076 

4Vi66 


1868. 


86400 

80474 

7,768466 

447M00 


49429 

2486421 

87446 


1809. 


1870. 


1870-71. 


89468 

16470 

6.086312 

6476449 


118478 

1461478 

11.781 


80.747 

16497 

9447484 

6448409 


84744 

680.408 

6448 


87.010 

19476 

6406489 

6467480 


69461 

688481 

6480 


1871-78. 


1878-78.  [1878-74. 


80.118 
9410,789 
6.14Q498 


80,699 

699,766 

19498 


28.428 

16484 
74  99,14410411.487 
6.084461 


68468 

816,669 

2370 


28488 
19460 


5.762.266 


66441 
1481,789 
I486 


Below  is  a  statement  of  the  values  of  the  fruit  exported  during 
the  last  three  years  : — 


1871-72 
1872-73 
1873-74 


6,190 

4,760 

10,397 


♦  These  are  calendar  years. 
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I  am  informed  that  the  falliiig  off  in  1872-73  was  due  to  the 
failure  of  an  American  firm  at  Port  Antonio  which  dealt  largely 
in  this  trade^  and  also  to  the  drought  that  prevailed  during  that 
year. 

The  export  of  bananas  formed  a  large  portion  of  the  increase  in 
1873-74. 

General  Remarks. 

The  traffic  returns  of  the  railway  show  some  decrease  of  pas- 
senger traffic^  and  a  small  increase  in  the  carriage  of  merchandize 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year : — 


Jamaica. 


1873. 

1874. 

Passengers    - 

^            . 

_ 

_ 

129,600 

117,128 

Horses 

. 

. 

. 

668 

614 

Carriages      - 

- 

• 

- 

205 

182 

Cattle 

. 

- 

-> 

651 

716 

Sheep 

Bandies  of  28  lbs. 

- 

. 

. 

495 

463 

gmneairrass 

. 

. 

420,452 

452,167 

Bandies  of  80  lbs.  wood 

. 

- 

269,402 

177,850 

Tons  merchandise 

- 

- 

- 

14,852 

16,146 

Returns  received  from  the  telegraph  office  show  a  large  increase 
of  business  compared  with  the  last  return  received  in  1872^ 
viz. : — 


* 

1872. 

1 A74. 

Messages  receiyed  finom  abroad 

Messages  sent           .           .           .           . 

2,407 
2,274 

8,405 
8,140 

£  regret  to  say  that  in  some  districts  of  the  Island  small-poz 
was  epidemic  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  notwithstanding 
the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  medical  department  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  The  following  extract  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  superintending  medical  officer  states  his  view  of  the 
difficulties  which  the  Department  has  had  to  contend  with  : — 

^^  Having  been  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  superintending  medicid  officer  in  Jamaica^  £  left  England 
on  2nd  January,  and  arrived  in  the  Island  on  20th  of  that  month. 

**  In  less  than  a  week  I  heard  of  a  case  of  small-poz  having 
appeared  in  Kingston.  How-  it  originated  I  know  not,  nor  has 
it,  I  believe,  ever  been  proved  that,  as  stated,  it  had  been  imported 
in  a  vessel  from  Cuba.  Be  this  as  it  may,  from  that  time  to  this 
we  have  had  the  disease,  which  has  raged  epidemically  in  some 
parts  of  the  Island,  especially  in  the  districts  of  Vere  and  Claren- 
don, endemically  in  others,  whilst  in  some,  again,  only  a  stray  case 
here  and  there  has  occurred.  Were  I  to  narrate  all  the  steps 
which  have  been  taken  by  Government  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  a  volume  might  be  written  on  that  subject  alone. 
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JiKiscA.  Peraonaliy,  1 6Qde«¥<mred  to  eetiJdieh  a  simply  of  vaocine  lympb, 
"""^  but  failed  from  iikabilit  j  to  obtain  a  hanut  with  postular  grease  in 
Songster.  TliDoii^out  the  Island,  ^ereT>er  I  afterwards  passed 
whilst  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  I  did  my  utmost  to  enlist  the 
flervioes  of  tlie  diffisreiit  GrovemiDMit  medlieal  officers  in  the  cause 
of  establishing  our  own  supply  of  lymph,  but  nowhere  -ooiidd  a 
horse  with  the  necessary  postular  grease  be  obtained.  That 
disease  appears  unknown  amongst  the  horses  in  the  Colony. 
Suffice  it  to  say  at  ps^sent  that  ihe  populatioa  of  thk  Island  has 
been  its  own  greatest  enemy,  iiwA  it  has  resisted  all  advice  in  the 
matter  of  sanitary  and  preeootiOBary  neaeiires,  thi^  it  Ims  o(»irted 
this  terrible  disease  by  wiiful  and  unnecessary  exposure  to  its 
.  influenoQS,  by  refusing  in  very  many  instances  the  safeguard  of 
vaccination,  and  by  t£e  display  of  a  selfishness  which,  by  declining 
to  contribute  by  any,  the  slightest  personal  effort,  towards  a 
general  and  public  benefit,  has  caused  great  diffictdty  in  main- 
taining a  supply  of  lymph,  rendered  that  most  powerful  nmuis  of 
vaccination — arm  to  arm — next  to  impossible,  caused  vaccination 
in  smes  from  good  b^^ning  to  be  interrupted  again  and  again, 
and  so  prolonged  th6  existence  of  a  malady  wkich  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  extirpated  in  its  early  stage  but  for  the 
adverse  and  obstinate  resistance,  defiance,  I  may  say,  with  which 
this  population  has  met  all  the  measures  taken  and  the  facilities 
eiffdred  to  those  willii^  to  avail  themselves  of  them." 

The  large  public  institutions  where  proper  sanitary  arrange- 
ments and  vaccinations  could  be  enforced  escaped  almost  entirely 
the  ravages  of  this  disease.  In  the  lunatic  asylum,  with  a  daily 
average  of  289  patients,  there  were  only  four  cases,  all  of  which 
recovered.  In  the  General  Penitentiary,  with  a  daily  average  of 
633  convicts,  there  were  nine  cases,  of  which  t^o  proved  fatal 
In  the  Saint  Catherine  District  Prison,  with  an  average  of  117 
convicts,  three  cases  occurred,  one  of  which  was  fatal.  These  in- 
stitutions are  all  situated  in  districts  whidh  suffered  severdiy  from 
the  epidemic. 

There  was,  in  the  eaaij  part  of  the  year,  an  outbreak  of  yellow 
iev^r  in  the  neigfaliK>urbood  of  Xingston,  and  at  Port  Boyal,  from 
which  several  deaths  onstted.  Amon^;  those  who  suceumbed  to 
the  disease  on  this  occasion  was  the  w«  Attorney  Gea^sl,  Mr. 
Schalc^,  a  gentlemaa  by  whoae  untimely  death  tke  Ckdony  lost  a 
iBOst  able  and  valuable  public  servant. 

Tha  tranquillity  and  g9od  order  which  have  happily  become 
eharacteristic  of  this  Colony  were  undlstarbed  daring  the  year. 

(S%ned)        W.  Obey. 
King's  House,  Jamaica, 
8th  September  1875. 
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TURKS  ISLANDS.  iv^ 

__  ISLAJXBS, 


No.  4 

Governor  Sir  Wm.  Grey,  K.C.S.I.,  to  The  Eabl  of 
Carnakvon, 

KiBg^B  House,  Jamaioa, 
Ifr  LoBD,  Deoonber  28,  187d. 

I  HATK  the  hcBOur  to  forward  herewidi  die  Blue  Book  of 
the  Turks  and  Gaioos  Islands  for  1874,  and  the  Oonnnksioxier's 
Report  thereon.  I  also  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Commissioaer, 
in  which  he  forwards  the  Blue  Book  and  Report,  and  excuses 
himself  for  his  delay  in  doing  so« 

I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)        W.  Grey. 
The  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Garnarvon, 
&a  &c.  &c. 

Colonial  Office. 


tAx.  SiOTH  to^eiJoiiONiAii  Sbgretabt. 

Commissioner's  Office,  Grand  Turk, 
Sib,  November  5, 1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  the 
Blue  Book  of  the  Turks  and  C^cos  Islands  for  the  year  1874, 
together  with  my  Report  thereon. 

J  have  again  to  express  my  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
forward  the  Blue  Bo(^  at  any  earlier  period,  owing  to  difficulties 
in  its  preparatbn  which  have  not  yet  been  overcome. 

I  have^  &c. 
The  Honouxable  (Signed)        D.  T.  Smith, 

The  Colomal  Secretaiy,  Commissbner. 

&C.  &0.  &Q., 

Js 


Enclosure  1. 

Report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Turks  and  Gaioos  Islands 
for  the  year  1874 

Taxation. 
There  was  no  alteration  in  taxatbn  during  the  year  1874. 
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Tosu 
In.twx. 

Bevemu  amd  Expenditure. 

Revenue. 

£      t.    d. 
1874           ....     7,635     3  10 
1873          -            -            .            -    7,406     5     3 

Increase  for  1874        -            -       228  18    7 

The  increase  in  the  revenue  for  the  year  1874,  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  previous  year,  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the 
import  duties  and  the  ''royally  on  salt";  the  former  arising  fhnn 
an  ad  valor^n  duty  on  unenumerated  articles  in  the  tariff^  and 
the  latter  firom  an  increased  quantify  of  salt  exported*  The  sums 
compared  in  the  above  years  are  the  actual  receipts  of  (hose  years, 
exclusive  of  any  balances  remaining  over  from  the  previous  years, 
aad  include  the  amounts  received  as  ^' Crown  Funds,^  which 
fiinds,  under  Ordinance  Na  1  of  1874,  were  transferred  to  the 
General  Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£      $.  d. 

1874          ....     6,938  16  11 

1873           ....     9,149  12  11 


Decrease  for  1874       -  *    2,210  17     0 

The  decrease  in  the  expenditure  for  1874  arose  mainlv  from 
the  operation  of  the  new  Constitution,  under  Ordinance  No.  8  of 
1873,  providing  for  the  annexation  of  the  Turks  and  Cidcos  Islands 
to  the  Colony  of  Jamaica,  and  by  which  the  Commissioner's  De- 
purtment  is  made  to  include  the  offices  and  duties  of  the  former 
Executive  Colonial  Secretary,  except  asB^strar  of  Deeds,  which 
duties,  together  with  those  of  Auditor,  are  now  performed  by  the' 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Financial  Departments,  as  abo 
those  of  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  the  Police  and 
Assistant  Police  Magistrates,  and  which  have  in  like  manner  been 
transferred  to  the  Assistant  Commissioners  respectively  at  Grand 
Turk,  Salt  Cay,  and  Cockbum  Harbour,  East  Caicos ;  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  offices  of  arms  cleaner,  and  fire  engine  keepar,  and 
reduction  in  contract  for  printing.  The  decrease  was  further 
attributable  to  a  refund  of  a  moiety  of  contributions  for  widows 
and  orphans,  less  repairs  executed,  and  sundry  other  minor  dis- 
bursements. 

£      $.     d. 
Revenue  of  1874    .  -  -     7,635    3  10 

Expenditure  do.     -  -     6,938  16  11 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure         696     7  11 
And  balance  for  1873         -  -         82     0     1 


Balance  available  for  services  of  1875       878     8    0 
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Crown  Fund. 

Under  Ordinance  No.  1  of  1874^  the  proceeds  of  Crown  lands, 
including  salinas  and  other  Grown  revenue  of  these  Islands, 
during  the  year  under  report,  had  amounted  to  2,391/.  1«.  \\d. 
The  principal  item  from  tlus  source  arose  from  a  royalty  of  10  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  payable  on  all  salt  exported,  and  produced  the 
sum  of  2,338/.  0«.  11</.,  the  remainder  being  for  rent  of  Crown 
lands,  sales  of  water,  and  other  Gt)vernment  property,  &c. 


TUBKS 

Islands. 


Value 

of  ImparU. 

Year. 

Yahie. 

1874 
1873 

iL       $.  d. 
23,773    3  U 
18,330    2     9 

Inerease  for  1874 

5,443     1     2 

The  imports  for  1874  were :  —  From  United  Kingdom 
2,151/.  Is.  l(k/.,  from  British  Colonies  1,424;.  7s.  9d.,  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  20^197/.  l^s.id. 

Salt  Exported. 


Year. 


1874 
1870 

Increase  for  1874 


Bushels. 


1,603,200 
1,526,506 


76,694 


Value. 


A     s.  d, 
22,339  16     3 
22,226  14    4 


113     1  11 


The  eiroorts  for  1874  were: — to  British  Colonies  3,234/.  2s.  Od., 
and  to  Foreign  Countries  21,087/.  Ss.  4d.,  making  a  total  of 
24,321/.  10s.  4d,  and  which  sum  includes  the  value  of  a  small 
quantity  of  sea  shelb,  sponge,  turtle  shell,  and  brazUletto,  tJ^e 
produce  of  the  Colony,  amounting  to  129/.  16&  Od,  and  wrecked 
ships,  materials,  and  imported  articles,  amounting  to  1,851/.  ISs.  Id. 

Shipping, 


Year. 


1874 
1878 

Inerease  and  Decrease  \ 
for  1874        .       ./ 


Ko.  of  Vessels.      Tons  entered. 


362 
344 


Increase,  18 


50,998 
55,789 


Decrease,  4,791 


The  decrease  in  tonnage,  though  an  increase  in  number  of 
vessek,  entering  in  1874  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  13 
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~tvxKB       steam  vessels  of  10^17  ton  «mtiBM[  duriiig  tbe  year  1873,  while 
l8LAm>6.      only  five  of  that  okas  of  8,^S  ixuia  enteced  djiruiff  the  year 

1874. 

AibUcDBbt 

The  public  debt  at  fhe  close  of  flie  year  1874  remiuiied  «t  the 
same  amount^  namely,  2,000/.,  as  when  reported  on  in  the  prerious 
year;  but^  during  the  present  year,  the  sum  of  500i  of  Ae  d€*t, 
with  interest,  has  been  paid  off. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  was  for  the  usual  repairs  of 
roads,  cleaning  cattle  wells,  repairing  and  painting  mooring  buoys, 

Eainting  lighthouse,  repairing  enclosure  walls,  repairs  to  poors- 
ouse  and  hospital,  and  other  miscellaneous  works,  amounting  in 
all  to  llli  2$.  S(L 

LegUlation. 

There  were  two  Ordinances  passed  by  the  Legislative  Board 
during  the  year  1874,  and  received  Her  Majesty's  gracious  con- 
firmation.    They  were  as  follows : — 

Ordinance  No.  1  of  1874. 

To  authorise  the  transfer  ef  th«  proceeds  from  the  Crown  lands 
in  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  iQ  the  general  revalue  of  these 
Islands. 

Ordinance  No,  2  of  1874. 

To  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  divers  sums  of  money  to  be 
paid  from  the  public  Treasury  of  the  said  Islands  for  and  towards 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  siud  Turks  and  Caicos 
Islands  for  the  year  1875. 

Principal  Government  Notices. 

There  were  16  principal  Go<vcernfnemt  notices  issued  during  the 
year  1874.  Of  these,  f<wr  were  proclaiming  Her  Majeot/e  confir- 
mation  and  aflowance  of  Oidtnaoces  Nos.  8^9, 10,  and  11  of  1873  ; 
one  appointiog  annual  oonunissiMiers  of  salt  poads,  .poowfaause 
and  Jaospital,  lighthouse,  committee  of  mAfiagement  of  prisons,  and 
directors  of  the  public  bank ;  one  publishing  aii  order  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty in  Council,  notifying  an  Ebctradition  Treaty  between  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil ;  two  publislung  half-yearly 
statements  of  the  afiam  of  the  pu;blic  bank ;  .one,  notifying  the 
receipt  of  Her  Majesty's  exequatur,  ap^x>ving  ^  Seaor  Joseph 
Hutchings  as  Consul  for  the  Dominican  S^ublic  at  Turks 
Islands  ;  one  notifying  Her  Majesty's  appcnntment  of  William 
John  Anderson,  Esquire,  barrister-at-law,  to  be  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Ordinary  of  these  Inlands;  one 
notifying  the  appointment  of  Alexander  Morrison,  Esquire,  as 
marriage  officer  for  the  district  of  the  Caicos  Islands ;  one  noti- 
fying that  (m  addition  to  the  Commissioner  and  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  are  ex-officio  members)  the  appointment  by 
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his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Jamaica,  cf  Messrs.  A.  G.  Wynns,  Tukks 
N.  T.  G-^det,  C.  R  Hinson,  and  G.  D.  Jones,  to  be  members  of  Islatos. 
tlM  Legisktiire  Board  of  the  Turks  and  Caicoe  Islands,  a^d  of 
wUoh  Board  die  Commissioner  io  be  President ;  one  appointing 
Joeej^  Hutchings  a  director  of  the  public  basik,  Ties  J.  B.  Talbot 
deceased ;  <me  iKitifying  the  suspension  £00-  six  months  of  Walkce 
Debuicey,  for  caiekssness  and  neglect  of  duty  as  pilot,  while  in 
ehorge  of  the  Danish  bark  ^^  Priucefls  Alexandra ;"  one  calHiig  for 
tenders  for  supplies  to  ihe  jail  and  poorshouse  and  hospital,  and 
one  calling  for  tenders  for  supplying  oil  to  the  Hghtfaouse  at  Grand 
Turk. 

Political  Franchise, 

The  poMeal  feanchiae  Decently  exiating  in  ithe  Turin  and  Oaicos 
Islaads  was  aboiBfihed  when  the  new  Oonstitution  created  by  Her 
Mqee^'s  Order  in  Counexl  of  tiie  4th  August  1873  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  of  January  1874 

Legislative  Board. 

Under  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  4th  August  1873 
annexing  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  to  the  Colony  of  Jamaica, 
and  previously  referred  to,  a  board  of  legislation,  slyled  ^^  The 
liegisktive  Board  of  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands^"  was  esta- 
bli^ed  in  the  room  of  the  former  Legislative  Council,  and  ^^  which 
*'  Board,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Order  in  Council, 
^*  have  all  the  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  hitherto  possessed 
^'  by  and  vested  in  the  said  Le^slative  GounciL" 

By  the  3rd  section  of  the  said  Order  in  Council,  and  subject  to 
its'  provisions,  ^*  the  Governor  and  Legielature  of  Jamaica  have 
**  respectively  the  same  jurisdietion,  powers,  and  authority  over  the 
'^  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  that  they  have  over  the  Island  of 
^  Jamaica,  provided  Aat  no  law  passed  by  the  Legidature  of 
^  Jamaica  shall  apply  to  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Isltmds,  unless  it 
•*  IS  in  express  terms  made  applicable  thereto.*' 

By  tibe  6th  section  of  the  before-mantioDed  Order  in  Council, 
iSie  Legislative  Board  is  to  ^'  ocmsist  of  not  less  than  four  and  not 
^  more  than  six  persons,  and  the  Commissioner  and  the  Judge  of 
**  the  Supreme  Court  are  by  virtue  of  their  offices  members  of  the 
"  said  board." 

By  warrants  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Jamaica,  dated  the  23rd 
July  1874,  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Grey,  K.C.SJ.,  Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Jamaica  and 
its  dependeAeies,  aceordiflig  to  the  provisions  of  the  6th  and  7th 
eeotioDs  of  the  be£»re«^ted  Ordier  in  Conned,  appcMOted  Messrs. 
A.  G.  Wynns,  N.  T.  Godet,  C.  R  Hinson,  and  -G.  D.  Jones, 
EaquiMs,  to  be  members  of  the  Le^islatife  Boavd,  and  Daniel 
Thomas  Smith,  Esquire^  the  Commissicmef ,  io  be  President  of 
ibe  said  BosmL 

The  Legidative  Board,  with  regard  to  its  members,  stands  thus  : 
D.  T.  Smith,  W.  3.  Axiderson,  A.  G.  Wynns,  official  members; 
and  N.  T.  Godet,  C.  B.  Hinson,  G.  D.  Jones,  unofficial 
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ToiiiLs  Civil  Establishment 

'  The  civil  establishment  of  these  Islands  was  re-constructed 

under  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1873^  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  January  1874.  The  principal  variance  from  the  former 
civil  establishment  was  in  aboUtion  of  various  titles  of  offices,  -and 
substituting  others  in  their  stead,  with  amalgamated  duties  to  be 
performed  under  new  designations.  The  most  important  of  these 
new  titles  and  amalgamated  duties  are  pointed  out  under  the  head 
of  Revenue,  and  there  referred  to  in  accounting  for  the  decrease  in 
expenditure  for  1874  as  compared  with  that  of  1873. 

Pensions. 

The  amount  of  pensions  at  the  end  of  1 874  was  830/.  Is.  4d, 
since  then,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Baker,  ex-jailer  at 
Grand  Turk,  his  widow  and  three  daughters  have  become  entitled 
to  a  combined  pension  of  24/.  per  annum,  under  7  Vict,  c  23., 
Bahama  Acts. 

Population, 

The  population  of  these  Islands  have  been  reported  since  the 
year  1871,  in  accordance  with  the  Census  taken  in  that  year,  to 
amount  to  4,723,  of  which  number  2,274  were  males  and  2,449 
females.  During  the  year  1874,  there  were  193  births,  29 
marriages,  and  84  deaths  registered,  against  167  births,  20 
'  marriages,  and  77  deaths,  in  1873. 

Ecclesiastical  Return. 

By  Ordinance  No.  5  of  1873,  the  Church  of  England  in  these 
Islands  was  disestablished  and  disaidowed.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  provisions  made  by  that  Ordinance  for  such  purposes,  ana 
nearly  two  years  ago,  up  to  the  present  time  no  permanent  steps 
have  been  taken  either  for  holding  the  edifices  and  other  property 
in  use  by  that  Church,  or  for  making  suitable  arrangements  for 
its  services.  And  with  re^rd  to  the  parish  church  of  St.  Thomas, 
in  particular,  in  which  the  Kev.  Mr.  Humphries  is  officiating,  his 
religious  teachings  and  ritualistic  practices  have  become  so  ob- 
jectionable to  a  large  portion  of  the  most  intelligent  and  influential 
followers  of  that  Uhurch,  that  they  have  temporarily  withdrawn 
themselves  and  worship  elsewhere. 

Education^ 

The  Board  of  Education  appointed  under  Ordinance  No.  6  of 
1872,  and  composed  of  the  Commissioner  as  chairman,  and  six  other 
members,  have  imder  their  supervision  six  schoob  which,  though 
professedly  private,  receive  gratuities  from  the  general  revenue, 
according  to  the  efficiency  and  numbers  of  each  school.  In  these 
schools  only  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  are  required  by  the 
board  to  be  taught,  a  course  of  education  intended  for  the  children 
of  the  labouring  classes,  and  which,  owing  to  the  limited  grant, 
200/.,  is  necessarily  confined  to  those  classes.     Any  higher  degree 
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of  education  in  the  schools  referred  to  is  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  pupils.  The  scholars  generally, 
whose  parents  or  guardians  can  affora  to  do  so^  pay  a  weekly  fee 
of  l^d.  The  most  important  of  these  schools  is  the  one  at 
Grand  Turk,  taught  by  Mr.  Wint^  who  is  permitted  for  that 
purpose  to  occupy  a  room  in  the  building  erected  originally  for 
public  schools.  The  total  number  of  scholars  taught  in  the  schools 
under  consideration  was^  at  the  close  of  the  year  1874>  439.  Of 
this  number  116  belong  to  the  school  at  Grand  Turk,  45  at  Salt 
Cay,  76  at  Gockbum  Harbour,  63  at  Lorimers,  31  at  Kew,  and 
108  at  Blue  Hills ;  the  four  last  schools  referred  to  are  situated 
at  the  Caicos  Islands.  The  amount  of  gratuities  and  for  school 
books  and  other  materiab  paid  during  the  year  1874  was 
181/.  15s.  lld,f  and  fees  received  by  the  several  teachers 
471  lOs.  2d.f  maJcing  a  total  contribution  from  public  and  private 
sources  of  2291  6s.  lOd. 

Jails  and  IMsaners. 

There  were  45  persons  conmiitted  to  the  common  jail  at  Grand 
Turk,  and  three  to  the  lock-up  »t  Cockbum  Harbour,  East  Caicos, 
making  a  total  of  48  in  1874 ;  against  98  to  the  former,  and  11  to 
the  latter  prison,  aggregating  a  total  of  109,  in  1873.  l^e  sanitary 
state  of  lliese  prisons  during  the  year  1874  was  generally  good. 
There  were  two  deaths  occurred  in  the  common  jail  during  that 
year,  and  upon  which  occasions  inquests  were  held,  and  the  verdict 
in  each  case  was  ^^  died  from  natural  causes." 

Criminal  Statistics. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  offences  committed,  number  of  apprehensions,  convictions, 
and  acquittals,  taking  place  in  the  courts  of  these  Islands  during 
the  year  1874,  and  the  three  previous  years: — 


The  nnmber  of  oflTences  reported  to  the  polioe  - 
The  nnmber  of  persons  apprehended  by  the  poUce  or 

smmnoned  before  the  magistrates. 
The  number  of  Bommary  conyictions  :— 

1.  For  offences  against  the  person     ... 

2.  Frtedial  larceny    -        - 

3.  Offences  against  property  other  than  pnedial 

larceny. 

4.  Other  of^ces      ...... 

The  nnmber  of  conyictions  in  the  Supreme  Court : — 

1.  For  offences  against  the  person     ... 

2.  Prffidial  larceny    ...... 

3.  Offences  against  property  other  than  prtsdial 

larceny. 

4.  Otiier  offences*    ...... 

The  number  of  persons  acquitted  : — 

1.  In  the  Police  Courts 

2.  In  the  Supreme  Court  .       .        .        .        . 


1871.    1S72, 


228 
804 


52 

5 

33 

163 


46 


1873.     1874. 


237 

277 


62 

5 

42 

132 

5 


3 


25 


287 
304 


42 
19 
31 

159 

2 


24 


218 
225 


30 

3 

29 

85 

2 


63 
3 


Turks 
Iblands. 


*  Note  by  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court — One  prisoner  committed  i^m  tb 
Polioe  Court  charged  with  an  unnatural  oflSmce  died  before  trial. 
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IfLAVDf*  Poorshotise  and  Hospital. 

""  In  tins  estaUuiunent  there  were  at  the  begimuDg  of  the  jear 
1874  16  inmates^  and  10  wwe  admitted  dvring  ihat  year.  There 
were  also  six  panpcars  who  received  o«t-door  support,  at  a  cost  of 
25L  Hm  cost  of  the  paupeca  within  the  poorshouse  was  U.  6|<f. 
per  diem,  and  of  tiiose  reoeiyiiq;  ont-door  rdief  S^d.  per  diem. 
The  total  e]q>enditi]ie  for  the  estiddEehmeat,  indii^ng  ont-deer 
rdief,  amounted  to  384/.  6«.  3dL  la  the  hospital  oonMcted  with 
the  pooiBhouse  there  weie  at  the  b^innisg  of  d»  yea^  1874  ^rea 
inmates,  and  23  admitted  daring  tibe  year.  Of  this  number  13 
wore  cured,  three  reliered,  and  12  died. 

General  Bemarks. 

The  year  under  report  is  the  first  year  of  the  ^  New  Constitu- 
tion/' and  it  is  noteworthy  that,  compared  with  the  preyious  year, 
1873,  the  trade  of  these  Islands,  jvdging  from  their  imports  and 
expcMTts,  had  kioreaeed.  There  wece  a£o  introduced  for  the  first 
time  in  die  Settlement  a.  steam  engine  for  grinding  sate,  aad  oAer 
two  of  the  same  deecrqptjon  have  since  been  put  in  operation. 
The  effect  of  these  engines  has  been  to  create  a  new  export  of 
ground  salt  for  the  North  Ameiiean  markets,  to  be  used  chiefly 
for  curing  fish,  and  an  increaaed  employment  for  the  labouring 
dassi 

The  health  of  the  Settlement  generally  has  been  good,  and  the 
people  contented,  though  not  very  prosperous,  owing  to  the  low 
price  obtained  for  their  great  staple,  salt 

(SigMd)        D.  T.  Smith, 

CoBH^iBioiier. 


Bbitwh  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

QUIANA.  . 

No.  6. 

Governor  LoxGrsN,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  of  Caknabvon. 

Government  House,  Georgetown, 
Mt  Lobd,  December  17,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  British 
Guiana  for  the  year  1874,  which  has  only  now  reached  my  hands. 
The  enclosed  memorandum  60m  the  Acting  Government  Secre- 
tary shows  the  cause  of  the  long  delay  which  has  taken  ^ace  in 
fainishing  it. 

Taxciicn. 

2.  No  change  was  made  in  the  public  taxes  during  the  year 
1874. 
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3.  More  tliaii  six  sevenths  of  the  public  revenue  are  derived  Buszsa 
from  import  duties  and  taxes  on  the  liquor  traffic.     The  import  Ovi^m. 
duties  are  reasonable,  bein^  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  wares         ""^~ 
and  merchandise  not  q)ecmeall7  named  in  the  tari£     The  specific 

duties  are  equally  moderate.  The  general  taxation  is  at  the  rate 
of  1/.  10^«  5d.  per  head  of  the  population.'  This  is  exdiuve  of 
the  indenture  fees  paid  by  the  phuiter^  on  the  ixomigiaAts  intror 
duced  into  the  Colony  and  indentured  to  them. 

4.  The  balances  in  the  Colonial  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1874  amounted  to  8 1,463  Z.  4^.  4rf. ;  the  revenue  yielded 
by  the  general  taxes  amounted  to  366,467/.  18«.  8rf.;  and  the 
deposits,  repayment  of  loans,  and  receipts  from  soucces  other 
than  taxation,  amoimted  to  110,427/.  19^.  6c/.y  making  a  total  of 
557,349/.  2s.  6d.  The  geneoal  expenditure  provided  for  in  the 
annual  estimate  was  381,103/.  6s.  Sd.;  the  advances,  repayments 
of  dq>osits,  and  other  charges  not  included  in  the  estimate, 
amounted  to  104,790/.  6^.  4d. ;  and  the  balances  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year  amoimted  to  71,455/.  10?.  IJd. 

5.  The  above  Bxpenditure  only  includes  that  part  of  the  cost  of 
ixjomoignitikm,  exdinsive  of  the  staff,  that  was  chargeable  under  the 
law  («  lS7^'Oii  the  general  revenue,  amounting  to  15,637/.  lOs. ; 
but  the  actual  cost  of  the  immigration  was  172,220^  6^.  7^.,  so 
that  the  planter's  share  was  156,582/.  16*.  7d.,  of  which  the  sum 
of  127,904/.  4*.  3^.  was  received  on  allotment  notes,  and  the 
balance  of  28,678/.  I2s.  4d.  was  advanced  from  the  Treasury  and 
carried  to  the  debit  of  the  imnugratioB  fund.  This  latter  sum 
is  included  among  the  ^^  advances  '^  named  in  the  preceding 
paragraph.  « 

6.  If  the  mm  reoeived  frem  the  plimters  for  the  immo^ration 
frnd  and  the  whole  sum  expended  on  inumgration  be  adfied  to 
the  genetal  revenue' and  expenditure  respectiv^,  the  gross  revenue 
will  be  found  to  amount  to  603,7 90i/.  2»«  5^.,  and  the  gross*  ex*' 
pemKhne  to  &13,79a/.  15s.  lOd. 

7.  This  expenditure  seems,  no  doubt,  very  considerable  for  a 
Colony  of' which  the  population  does  not  probably  reach  220,000, 
but  if  carefhHy  examined  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  charges 
of  the  civil  Government  are  not  lar^e  in  comparison  to  the  extent 
of  corartry  over  which  the  population  is  scattered.  In  order  to 
enaWe  your  Lordship  to  see  at  a  glance  the  general  character 
of  the  public  expenditure,  I  have  prepared  the  following  table, 
grouping  the  expenditure  of  1874  under  10  principal  heads, 
namely:  I.  Civfl  Government  and  all  charges  connected  there- 
with ;  2.  Support  of  the  cler^ ;  3.  Administration  of  justice,  in- 
cluding^ pdice  and  gaols ;  4.  Belief  of  the  poor,  inclucEng  hospitals 
and  asylums;  5.  Public  education ;  6.  Maintenance  of  steam  com- 
municstion ;  7.  Colleetion  of  the  revenue ;  8.  Public  works ; 
9.  Immigsation ;  and,  10.  Public  debt. 
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Briubh  £         ^*    d. 

QuiAiTA.  \^  Qvn\  Government,  including  the  salaries 
of  the  executive  oflScers,  pensions,  postal 
charges,  and  all  miscellaneous  expenses 
of  the  Government        ...       41,844     411 

2.  Clergy,  support  of  -  -  -       19,663  19     64 

3.  Administration  of  justice,  including  salaries 

of  judicial  officers,  and  maintenance  of 

the  police  and  of  gaols  .  -  .     103,079  13     6i 

4.  Belief  of  poor,  support  of  public  hospitals 

andasjlums       ....       46,943     2     8^ 
6.  Public  education  -  ...       19,626  18     1 

6.  Steam  communication  between  the  three 

Colonies,    Demerara,    Essequebo,    and 

Berbice  -  -  -  -       10,600    0    0 

7.  Collection  of  the  revenue,  including  ex- 

penses of  Treasury,  Audit,  and  Customs' 

departments      ....  22,090  17  ^ 

8.  Public  works        ...             -  60,922  17  7| 

9.  Immigration         ....  199,964  13  11^ 
10.  PubUc  debt          .....  23,150     5  2 


Total  -  -  -£637,685  12    7 


8.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  nearly  half  of  the  total 
expenditure  of  the  Colony  was  absorbed  in  immigration  and 
public  works. 

Local  Revenues. 

9.  Besides  the  general  public  revenue 'and  expenditure  there 
were  local  revenues  raised  in  the  city  of  Georgetown,  in  the  borough 
of  New  Amsterdam,  and  in  21  villi^ges,  amounting  in  the  aggr^ate 
to  45,844/.  \8,  4d.,  which  were  expended  on  local  objects,  chiefly 
muntaining  and  keeping  in  order  roads,  streets,  sea-dams,  and 
drainage ;  and  in  the  two  towns  in  markets,  lighting,  and  watering 
the  streets,  and  waterworks. 

10.  The  city  of  Georgetown,  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam,  and 
several  of  the  villages  have  also  incurred  debts  for  effecting  public 
improvements. 

11.  The  city  of  Georgetown  is  indebted  to  the  amount  of 
67,057/.  10^.,  bein^  the  sum  due  on  larger  loans  borrowed  at 
different  times  for  the  construction  of  waterworks  and  for  improv- 
ing the  city  in  various  ways.  The  amount  due  is  less  than  two 
years'  income,  and  the  repayment  of  it  is  spread  by  law  over  a 
series  of  years. 

12.  The  town  of  New  Amsterdam  had,  under  the  authority  of 
an  Ordinance  passed  in  1869,  borrowed  up  to  1874  the  sum  of 
6,250/.  for  the  construction  of  works  to  supply  the  town  with  fresh 
water.     This  debt  has  since  been  increased  (in  1875)  by  an  addi- 
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tional  sum  of  2,083/.  6s.  Sd.,  since  borrowed  for  completing  the      Bbttuh 
works,  making  a  total  of  8,333/.  6s.  8^.,  equiyalent  to  more  than       Gdiaka. 
two  years  present  revenue  of  the  borougl^  but  that  revenue  will        ""^^ 
no  doubt  be  increased  by  the  imposition  of  water  rates. 

13.  The  villages  owe  the  Government  collectively  the  sum  of 
22,776/.  10^.,  which  is  equivalent  to  more  than  five  years  collec- 
tive revenue.  The  sum  of  6657.  8s.  9dy  was  repaid  to  the  Trea- 
sury in  1874  on  account  of  these  loans.  The  loans  were  generally 
raised  for  purposes  of  local  improvements,  repairing  or  renewing 
sluice  gates  (called  kokers),  for  regulatingthe  drainage,  r^)airing 
bridges,  or  other  works  of  similar  kind.  Two  of  the  villages  in 
particular,  the  united  village  of  Buxton  and  Friendship  and  the 
village  of  Plaisance,  are  indebted  in  the  large  sums  of  9,683/.  Ids. 
and  7,777/.  I6s.  respectively,  for  the  importation  and  erection  of 
steam  draining  machinery  for  draining  their  lands.  These  two 
debts  are  seciired,  not  on  the  village  rates,  but  on  certain  lands 
belonging  to  each  village,  which  can  only  be  cultivated  by  the  idd 
of  the  steam  drainage.  The  security  would  have  been  found 
sufficient  if  it  had  been  always  respected.  Unfortunately  in  the 
case  of  Fl^sance  village  a  considerable  part  of  the  money  received 
for  the  drained  land  was  applied  by  the  mspector  of  villages  in  aid 
of  the  village  rates  for  local  purposes  instead  of  being  paid  into 
the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  debt  to  the  Government.  In  the 
Buxton  and  Friendship  village  the  draining  machinery  was  not 
completed  until  the  present  year  1875. 

Public  Debt 

14.  The  returns  in  the  Blue  Book  show  that  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  after  deducting  the,  amount  of  the  sinking  fund,  was 
26,820/.  llir.  lOrf. 

15.  Besides  this  there  are  the  following  debts,  guaranteed  by 
the  Colony : — 

16.  The  immigration  bonds,  issued  every  year  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  xmder  the  Ordinance  of  1864  to  pav  for  the 
expenses  of  the  immigration.  These  bonds  fall  due  in  five  years 
firom  the  date  of  issue,  and  are  redeemed  as  they  fail  due  out  of 
the  money  received  from  the  planters  in  redemption  of  the  notes 
given  by  them  for  indenture  fees  under  the  authority  of  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1873.  The  amount  outstandmgin  1874  was  253,300/. 
The  security  to  the  Government  for  these  bonds  is  a  preferent 
lien  on  the  plantations  in  respect  of  which  the  notes  are  given. 

17.  The  amount  borrowed  by  the  municipality  of  Georgetown 
stiU  outstanding  is  67,057/.  10^.,  and  is  secured  on  the  municipal 
revenues.  The  debt  of  New  Amsterdam  is  6,250/.,  secured  in  the 
same  manner.  There  are  abo  certain  loans  borrowed  under  the 
authority  of  Ordinance  19  of  1868  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
or  erecting  residences  for  the  clergy  of  the  churches  of  England 
^nd  Scotland.  These  loans  are  guaranteed  by  the  Colony  under 
Ordinance  No.  19  of  1870.  They  are  secured  upon  the  salaries 
of  the  clergy  and  upon  the  parsonage  houses  in  respect  of  which 
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^uTifH     the  mon^  was  borrowed.     The  sum  remaining  unpaid  (including 
QjjunA.      interest)  is  20,656Z.  14«.  lOd. 
""^  18.  The  total  amount  of  the  debts  guaranteed  by  the  Colony  is 

347,264/.  4*.  lOrf.,  and  the  security  for  them  may  be  considered 

ample. 

19.  The  financial  position  of  the  Colony  is  on  the  whole  «s 
satisfactory  as  that  of  any  countir  can  be  which  is  wholly  depen- 
dent for  its  prosperity  on  successiully  raising  a  smgle  staple. 

Public  Works. 

20.  Chief  among  the  public  works  in  pl^ogress  last  year  were 
the  sea-walls  and  groynes  designed  to  protect  Georgetown  and  the 
land  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Demerara  Eiver,  mown  as  *'  the 
best"  from  the  wash  of  the  sea.  These  most  necessary  works  cost 
in  1874  the  sum  of  11,007Z.  19*.  2d. 

21.  The  other  principal  works  in  progress  were  the  construction 
of  a  new  almshouse  for  the  poor,  on  wnich  the  sum  of  2,887/.  3*.  \d. 
was  spent ;  the  construction  of  a  new  ward  at  the  lunatics  asylum, 
on  which  1,914/.  18*.  8rf.  was  spent;  a  new  prison  at  Suddie 
which  cost  3,644/.  19«.  10^.;  additions  and  improYements  at  the 
Colonial  hospital,  costing  2,882/.  14*.  6rf. ;  and  fenciog,  draining, 
and  paving  round  the  hEtndsome  public  buildings  in  Georgetown, 
which  cost  3,460/.  2$.  Id. 

'  22.  Among  the  most  useful  of  the  new  works  commenced  in 
1874  was  the  erection  of  a  Government  local  telegraph,  intended 
to  unite  all  parts  of  the  Colony  to  the  capital  by  tdegraphic  com- 
munication. There  has  been  for  some  years  a  lo^  telegraph 
between  Georgetown  and  New#  Amsterdam,  which  was  erected 
and  is  maintamed  by  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph 
Company  under  an  agreement  made  in  1869.  The  Government 
telegraph  now  und^  construction  is  intended  to  serve  the  wants 
of  the  rest  of  the  Colony.  Starting  from  Georgetown  the  line 
runs  up  the  east  bank  of  the  Demerara  River  as  high  as  the  last 
sugar  estate,  then  crossing  the  river  by  a  cable  it  runs  down  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  and  along  the  sea  coast  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Essequebo  ^River,  crosses  that  river  by  cable  to  the  Island 
of  Leguan,  and  from  that  island  by  cable  again  to  the  Island  of 
Wakenaam,  and  from  Wakenaam  by  a  third  cable  to  the  mainland 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Essequebo  River  called  the  Arouabisoe 
coast.  The  total  length  of  the  line  is  about  65  miles,  and  10 
miles  of  cable  will  be  used  in  crossing  the  Demerara  River  and  the 
mouths  of  the  Essequebo  River.  The  land-wire  passes  everywhere 
through  a  populous  and  well  cultivated  country,  and  will  place 
no  less  than  78  sugar  estates  in  Essequebo,  the  Islands  of 
Wakenaam  and  Leguan,  and  the  western  part  of  the  county  of 
Demerara,  in  telegraphic  conmiunication  with  Georgetown.  It  is 
also  intended  that  from  the  town  of  New  Amster(k.m  land-wires 
shall  be  carried  through  the  county  of  Berbice  as  far  as  Skeldon 
on  the  Corentyne  River,  and  Mara  on  the  Berbice  River.  All 
the  settled  parts  of  the  country  will  then  be  united  by  telegraph 
communication. 
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LegUlation.  Bwtwih 

23.  The  legislation  of  1874  was  confined  to  the  annual  tax  Acts        ^ 

and  one  or  two  subjects  pf  immediate  interest. 

Tapacooma  Lake^ 

24.  An  Ordinance  was  passed  at  the  initanoe  of  several  pro- 
prietors on  the  Essequebo  Coast  to  'provide  for  the  management 
and  control  of  the  Tapacooma  Lake*  This  lake  is  an  artificial 
reservour  made  by  damming  up  the  outlets  of  a  natural  basin 
situate  among  low  sand  hms^  or  sand  reefs^  at  the  back  of  the 
estates  on  the  Arabian  Coast.  The  lake  was  formed  nearly  half  a 
century  ago  by  a  oombination  of  the  then  owners  of  the  estates  on 
the  coast  under  a  private  agreement  made  amongst  themselves. 
Considering  the  changes  which  necessarily  take  place  from  time  to 
time  in  the  ownership  of  estates,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  pro- 
vide by  law  for  the  management  and  control  of  the  lake,  and  for 
the  maintenance  in  good  order  of  the  sluices,  locks,  and  canals, 
which  are  necessary  to  regulate  the  height  of  water  in  the  lake, 
to  prevent  overflows,  and  to  control  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
estates. 

Civil  Establishment 

S6.  The  Blue  Book  records  several  changes  in  the  public  service, 
among  the  principal  of  these  are  the  return  to  Jamaica  of  Mr. 
Enshworth  who  had  administered  the  Government  from  July  1878 
up  to  the  date  of  my  arrival  in  April  1874.  The  appointment  of 
Mr.  Young  in  May  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  Grant  as  Government 
Secretary.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Austin  to  succeed  as 
Assistant  Government  Secretary,  Mr.  JE.  N.  Walker,  promoted  to 
Jamaica.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  N.  F,  Haines  Smith  to  succeed 
Mr.  Gilbert  as  Attomey«General,  and  of  Mr.  Atkinson  as 
Solioitor-GeneraL  There  were  several  deaths  in  the  service, 
among  which  I  may  specially  mention  Mr.  Dalton  the  late  Post- 
master  of  the  colony,  who  had  been  in  the  public  service  for  more 
than  40  years.  Archdeacon  Webber  after  a  service  of  24  years  in 
the  Church  of  England  in  Demerara,  and  Dr.  Cramer  who  was 
only  appointed  in  1873  Resident  Surgeon  of  the  lunatic  asylum  at 
Berbioe. 

Population  and  Immigration^ 

26.  The  population  is  given  in  the  Blue  Book  according  to  the 
census  of  1871,  when  it  was  found  to  be  193,491.  Since  that 
year  the  population  has  been  increased  by  the  foUowmg  immigra- 
tion, viz. : — 

In  1871^  subsequent  to  the  census,  there 

arrived  from  India    -  -    1,202 

and  from  Madeira        -  -      257 

and  from  Barbados       -  -       524 

In  1872  there  came  from  India   -  •    3,556 

from  Madeira  -^  -  -.      367 

and  from  Barbados      -  -   2,697 
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Bbitish 
Guiana. 


In  1873  there  came  from  India  - 

-   7,512 

from  Madeira  - 

-       187 

from  Barbados 

-    3,893 

In  1874  there  came  from  India  - 

-    6,011 

from  China 

-      388 

from  Madeira  - 

-       192 

from  Barbados 

-    1,024 

Making  a  total  immigration  of         -  27,810 

From  this  augmentation  there  must  be  deducted  the  number  of 
coolies  who  returned  to  India  or  left  the  Colony  in  other  wajs* 

The  following  numbers  of  Indians  and  Chinese  were  sent  back 
to  the  East  :— 

In  1871  .  -  -  -      438 

yy  1872  ....    1,126 

„  1873  .  -  -  -       937 

„  1874  ....      467 

Making  a  total  of        -  -   2,968 

Besides  these,  a  few  Indians  and  Chinese  have  left  the  Colony 
for  Surinam  and  other  places,  but  the  number  is  not  large,  and 
some  of  those  Coolies  who  left  have  returned.  The  tables  in  the 
Blue  Book  only  give  the  number  of  those  who  came  to  the  Colony 
as  immigrants  under  bounty,  and  left  it  to  return  as  immigrants 
to  India  at  the  expense  of  the  Colony.  No  account  is  given  of 
the  number  of  those  who  came  to  tbe  Colony  or  left  it  at  their 
own  expense,  and  they  cannot  be  taken  into  account  in  estimating 
the  population.  Deducting,  therefore,  from  the  number  of  immi- 
grants those  who  were  sent,  back  to  India,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
population  was  increased,  between  the  taking  of  the  census  in  1871 
and  the  end  of  1874,  by  24,842.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  has  been  very  small  In  1871  the  Registrar  reported 
that  there  was  an  excess  of  142  deaths  over  the  births^  and  again 
in  1872,  an  excess  of  322  deaths  over  the  births.  There  has  been 
some  improvement  since  then,  and  the  Blue  Book  of  1873  showed 
an  excess  of  313  births  over  the  deaths,  and  the  enclosed  returns 
give  an  excess  of  729  births.  The  net  result  is,  that  in  the  four 
years,  1871-74,  there  was  an  excess  of  676  births.  The  popula- 
tion at  the  end  of  1874  may  be  estimated  to  have  been  218,909, 
made  up  as  follows : — 

Census  of  1871       -  -  -     193,491 

Gain  by  immi^tion  -  -      24,842 

Excess  of  birt£s  over  deaths  -  576 

Total  .  -     218,909 

27.  Taking  as  authorities  the  census  of  1871  and  the  subse- 
quent immigration,  the  population  of  the  Colony  consisted,  at  the 
end  of-1874,  of  the  following  races : — 

Natives  of  British  Gxiiana,  not  being  of  Portuguese, 

Indian,  or  Chinese  parentage       -  -  103,776 

Natives  of  Barbados  and  other  West  India  Islands     21^623 
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Natives  of  Africa-            -        .    -            -            -  7,541          Bbitish 

Natiyes  of  India,  and  children  bom  in  the  Colony  Guiama. 

of  Indian  parents           -            -            -            -  63,846 
Natives  of  Madeira  or  Cape  Verde  Islands  (Portu- 
guese), and  children      -             -             ^             -  13,032 
Natives  of  China  and  children       -            -            -  7,098 
Natives  of  Europe,  North  America,  and  elsewhere  2,094 

Total  -  -  -   218,909 

28.  It  is  stated  in  the  tables  that  nearlj  half  the  pppulation,  or,  . 
in  actual  numbers,  100,160,  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  2,956 
in  commerce.  Of  the  remainder,  some  are  in  the  public  service  or 
other  professions,  some  are  mechanics,  some  are  woodcutters,  and 
manj  are  engaged  in  the  multi&rious  occupations  to  be  found  in 
a  considerable  town.  Among  the  a^cultural  labourers  there  are 
said  to  be  no  less  than  11,894  chudren  under  15  jears  of  age. 
It  has  latelj  come  to  my  knowledge,  through  the  inspector  of 
schools,  that  children  of  13  or  14  years  old  can  earn  from  5*.  to 
6^.  ft  week,  in  weeding  or  other  employment  suited  to  their 
strength.  The  daily  rates  of  wages  are  stated  in  the  enclosed 
Blue  Book  to  vaiy  from  Is.  to  Ss.  Ad.  a  day  for  labourers,  and 
from  3«.  to  Ss.  4td.  for  tradesmen ;  but  the  greater  part  of  all  work 
in  the  Colony  is  paid  for  by  the  task.  Under  this  system  indus- 
trious men  can  earn  more  money  here  than  agricultural  labourers 
could  possibly  do  in  England.  Unhappily,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  indolence,  not  amongst  the  Creoles  alone,  but  also  amongst  the 
Coolies,  as  shown  in  the  reports  of  the  Immigration  Agent  General, 
and  in  the  number  of  offences  against  the  labour  laws.  One  con- 
sequence of  this  too  common  indolence  is  that  a  larger  number  of 
people  are  obliged  to  be  employed  on  an  estate  than  would  be 
necessary  if  all  the  labourers  worked  regularly  six  days  a  week, 
and  this,  of  course,  increases  the  cost  of  production.  Another 
necessary  consequence  is  that  less  money  is  earned  by  each  labourer 
on  the  average  than  could  be  earned  with  fair  industry.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  by  such  industry  any  labourer  may,  if  his  health  be 
good,  not  only  earn  enough  for  all  his  wants,  but  save  money. 
The  saving  banks  account  ^ve  some  evidence  of  this.  The 
enclosed  tables  show  that  there  were  in  all,  last  year,  6,569  de- 
positors, owning  an  aggregate  sum  of  118,325/.  9s,  lid.,  distri- 
buted among  the  different  races  in  the  following  manner  :^-264 
Portuguese  had  deposited  in  aU  9,131/.  12*.,  being,  on  an  average, 
34/.  14*.  to  each  d^>ositor;  2,716  Indian  Coolies  had  deposited 
67,765/.  11*.  9rf.,  being,  on  an  average,  21/.  6*.  4d.  to  each ;  48 
Chinese  had  deposited  842/.  10*.  2rf.,  being  17/.  10*.  to  each; 
3,541  Creoles  had  deposited  60,846/.  15*.  2rf.,  being  14/.  5*.  Sd.  to 
each. 

29.  The  savings  banks  represent  only  a  small  part  of  the  capital 
acquired  by  the  Portuguese  Coolies  and  other  labourers.  The 
Portuguese  invest  much  of  their  savings  in  trade.  •  They  have 
almost  monopolized  the  liquor  traffic  throughout  the  colony,  and 
with  this  much  of  the  small  trade.  In  Georgetown  they  compete 
in  trade  with  other   European  shop-keepers.      In  the  country 
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British      villages  they  have  almost  extinguished  competition.      Theii*  shop 

GuiAKA.      ^YQ  iQ  be  found  everywhere,  and  their  eApital  is  to  be  looked  tor 

rather  in  their  shops  than  in  savings  banks.     With  Coolies,  ^ain> 

one  of  the  favorite  forms  of  investing  money  Is  in  the  purchase 

of  cattle,  which  are  owned  in  great  numbers  by  some  Indians. 

30.  The  immigration  agent-general  in  his  report  for  the  year 
1874  stated  that  there  were  in  the  whole  colony  34,360  Indian 
Coolies,  male  and  female,  under  indenture  on  the  Slst  of  December 
last.  As  the  Indian  population  at  that  time  probably  numbered 
at  least  63,846,  there  were  29,486  not  under  indenture.  The 
number  of  unindentured  people  is  being  rapidly  augmented  in 
consequence  of  the  cessation  of  re-indentttre,  and  it  is  satisfiictory 
to  find  that  thousands  of  them  continue  to  work  on  the  estates. 
Mr.  Crosby  in  his  report  states  14,653  Indians  not  under  indenture 
were  employed  on  the  estates  as  ordinary  labourers. 

JEducation. 

31.  The  report  of  the  inspector  of  schools  for  the  year  1874  is 
not  satisfactory.  Out  of  170  denominational  schooli  receiving 
grants  in  aid,  only  79  succeeded  at  the  annual  ezamination  in 
passing  the  very  moderate  test  requisite  to  entitle  them  to  aid,  69 
failed  altogether,  and* the  other  22  were  not,  for  different  reasons, 
inspected.  It  is  only  required,  in  order  to  entitle  a  school  to  aid, 
that  two-fifths,  40  per  cent.,  of  the  children  presented  for  examina- 
tion shall  pass  in  the  Ist  or  2nd  standard^  that  is,  to  read  the 
"  First  3ook  '*  of  the  Revised  Code,  to  write  short  words  on  slates, 
and  do  easy  sums  in  addition  and  subtraction.  In  the  69  schools 
which  failed  to  pass  this  humble  standard  the  teaching  must  have 
been  nearly  useless.  The  state  of  education  generally  m  the  state- 
aided  colleges  and  upper  class  schools  as  well  as  the  primary 
schools  attracted  my  early  attention  after  my  arrival  here  in  April 
1874,  and  in  July  1874  I  issued  a  Comnoission  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  subject  of  public  education  in  British  Guiana.  This 
commission  made  in  April  and  June  1875  two  most  valuable 
reports,  dealing  with  all  the  subjects  named  in  the  conmiission  and 
recommending  very  extensive  changes  in  the  systems  now  in  force 
both  in  primary  schools  and  in  colleges.  These  recommendations 
have  been  laid  before  your  Lordship  and  will  be  referred  to  next 
year,  when  I  hope  also .  to  be  able  to  announce  the  measures 
adopted  to  carry  them  out. 

Trade, 

32.  The  imports  of  1874  are  valued  at  1,873,2197.  9*.  as'against 
1,764,571/.  Ss.  in  1873,  showing  an  increase  of  108,648/.  l*. 
The  increase  is  in  some  cases  owing  to  the  greater  quantities 
imported,  and  in  other  cases  to  a  rise  in  price,  as  in  the  article 
rice,  of  which  the  quantity  imported  in  1873  was  82,000,000  lbs., 
valued  at  130,124/.,  and  the  quantity  imported  in  1874  was 
35,000,000  lbs.,  but  valued  at  201,273/. 

33.  To  a  sugar  growing  colony  the  exports  of  sugar,  rum,  and 
molasses  are  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  returns  show  an 
export  of  98,960  hogsheads  of  sugar,  as  against  95,304  in  1873, 
showing  an  increase  of  3,656  hogsheads,  and  the  value  is  estimated 
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at  lj979>400/.,  being  an  inoreaee  of  359^232/.  over  the  estimated  Bscrsh 
value  of  the  flogar  exported  in  1873.  And  there  was  a  farther  Oxjusk. 
increase  of  188,453/.  in  the  estimated  value  of  the  other  products 
of  the  sugar-cane  exported  in  1874,  the  value  of  rum  and  molasses 
exported  in  1873  bebg  reckoned  as  411,393/,,  and  the  value  in 
1874  as  599,846/.  Altogether,  the  quantity  of  sugar,  rum,  and 
molasses  exported  in  1874  was  valued  at  2,579,246/. 

34.  The  trade  in[tbe  valuable  native  woods,  chiefly  green-heart, 
appears  to  be  steadily  increasing. 

The  following  are  the  quantities  and  values  of  timber  exported 
in  each  of  the  last  four  years  :— 

£ 

1871  -        -.    62,590  feet,  valued  at  3,900 

1872  «         .  107,888  „  6,788 

1873  .        -  139,666  -„  11,188 

1874  .         -  350,471  „  32,418 

35.  In  the  list  of  exports,  coffee  appears  to  the  value  of  2,568/. 
and  cotton  to  the  value  of  4,893/.  Both  these  staples  can  be  raised 
in  this  Colony  with  facility,  and  in  former  vears  Berbice  was 
famous  for  its  coffee,  while  cotton  was  an  article  of  considerable 
export.  Coffee  is  still  grown  to  a  small  extent,  but  most  of  the  old 
coffee,  and  all  the  cotton  estates  have  been  turned  into  sugar  estates, 
and  the  quantity  of  Coffee  and  cotton  which  appear  in  the  Blue 
Book  as  exported  is  very  much  less  than  the  quantity  imported. 
Coc6aal80  appears  among  the  exports  to  the  value  of  7,492/., 
but  neither  is  this  the  produce  of  the  Colooy,  for  though  cultivated 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  adjacent  province  of  Surinam,  it  is 
not  grown  here,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  thrive  well. 
One  of  the  principal  drawbacks  to  the  cultivation  of  both  coffee 
and  cocoa  is  the  length  of  time  which,  must  elapse  after  the  young 
trees  are  planted  before  they  are  in  full  bearing.  Rice  also  wifi 
be  found  among  the'  exports  to  the  value  of  31,917/.,  but  this  is 
only  a  small  part  of  the  imported  rice  re-exported.  The  oul«- 
tivation  of  rice  has  been  commenced  by  some  un-indentured 
Coolies  in  the  county  of  Essequebo  and  promises  well.  This  is  a 
kind  of  cultivation  for  which  there  is  an  enormous  opening,  if  it 
can  be  grown  here  as  cheaply  as  it  is  in  the  East  Last  year 
the  importations  reached  upwards  of,  35,000,000  lbs.,  valued  at 
201,273/. 

36.  The  exports  of  1874,  were  valued  at  a  total  sum  of 
2,761,837/.  the  bulk  of  which  was  derived  from  the  sugar  rum  and 
molasses  exported,  of  which  the  value  was  2,579,246/.,  the  other 
exports  collectively  being  valued  at  182,591/. 

Affriculture. 

37.  The  agricultural  retm-ns  given  in  the  Blue  Book  are  very 
meagre.     It  is  stated  indeed  that  there  are  : — 

124  Sugar  estates. 
65  Plantain  estates. 
78  Cattle  farms. 
16  Coffee  estates. 
9  Cocoa-nut  estates. 
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But  the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  crop  of  each  staple  is  not  given^ 
nor  the  quantity  of  produce  raised^  nor  the  number  of  cattle, 
horses,  or  other  stock.  The  quantity  of  exportable  produce  may 
perhaps  be  inferred  with  tolerable  certainty  by  adding  to  the 
quantity  exported  the  probable  local  consumption.  But  the  want 
of  information  as  to  the  number  of  acres  in  crop  of  each  descrip- 
tion in  the  Blue  Books  of  past  years,  as  well  as  the  present  Blue 
Book,  prevents  any  conclusion  bein^  formed  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
immigration  in  enlarging  the  area  of  cultivation  or  increasing  pro- 
duction. In  the  absence  of  sach  returns  the  rate  of  production 
can  only  be  judged  of  by  the  export  returns,  and  the  Blue  Books 
for  the  last  10  years  give  the  following  information : — 


Number 

Exportation. 

of  Immigfaiits 
introdiiced 

Tears. 

from  East  and 

Hogsheads. 

Bum, 

Molasses, 

West  Indies. 

Puncheons. 

Puncheons. 

1865 

7,549 

86,110 

81,836 

14,454 

1866 

5,170 

91,580 

80,612 

15;i80 

1867 

4,568 

82,726 

25,517 

24,028 

1868 

8,806 

90,029 

-27,776 

25,221 

1869 

8,888 

76,112 

21,324 

25,638 

1870 

6,0S8 

94,944 

27,169 

17,606 

1871 

3,557 

104,810 

29,702 

14,514 

1872 

6,620 

89,022 

24,282 

11,083 

1878 

11,598 

95,804 

28,484 

13,022 

1874 

7,615 

98,750 

30^404 

18,879 

Total 

64,893 

908,887 

276,606 

179,625 

Average  - 

6^89 

90,888 

27,660 

17,962 

38.  It  will^  be  seen  from  this  table  that  there  has  been  the 
usual  fluctuation  in  the  quantity  of  exports  due  to  favourable  or 
unfavourable  seasons^  and  that  on  the  whole  there  has  been  an 
increase,  though  not  a  large  one,  in  the  quantity  of  produce 
annually  raised.  This  increase  will  be  made  more  apparent  from 
the  following  comparison  of  the  total  quantities  of  sugar,  &c.,  ex- 
ported in  the  two  periods  of  five  years,  each  extending  from  1865 
to  1869,  both  inclusive,  and  from  1870  to  1874  inclusive :— 


Periods. 

Sugar, 
Hogsheads. 

Sum, 
Puncheons. 

Molasses, 
Puncheons, 

1865-6-7-8-9 
1870-1-2-3-4 

426,567 
482,830 

186,505 
140,041 

104,521 
75,104 

The  value  attached  to  the  exports  for  the  first  period  of  five 
years  collectively  was  10,206,523/.;  the  value  of  the  exports  for 
the  latter  five  years  was  IJ, 686,623/. 

39.  It  is  evident,  I  think,  from  these  tables  that  it  is  only  by 
the  contmued  introduction  of  labour  from  other  countries  that  the 
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present  production  of  sugar  can  be  maintained;  and,  although  British 
there  are  thousands  of  acres  of  accessible  and  fertile  land  lying  Ouiaita. 
waste  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  of  the  Colony  and  ' 

on  the  sea  coast,  which  were  once  cultivated  in  sugar  or  cofiee  or 
cotton,  but  have  long  been  abandoned,  there  is  no  present  prospect 
of  any  great  extension  of  the  cultivated  area,  since  the  population 
of  the  Colony  is  insufficient  to  maintain  in  cultivation  the  area 
now  under  cane. 

40.  Although  there  is  no  second  staple  of  importance,  yet  con- 
siderable numbers  of  people  find  employment  on  cattle  farms  and 
in  the  keeping  of  cattle,  on  plantain  estates,  and  in  the  growth  of 
coffee,  rice,  and  provisions  generally,  and  in  the  timber  trade. 
Those  who  engage  in  these  occupations  are  withdrawn  from  the 
sugar  estates,  and  I  hope  to  be  able,  to  present  some  statistics  next 
year,  showing  the  number  of  people  who  are  ^igaged  in  such 
pursuits.  For  my  own  part,  I  thmk  that  every  fair  encourage- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  cultivation  of  other  articles  of  export 
besides  su^ar,  and  to  the  growth  of  such  produce,  suitable  to  the 
climate  and  soil,  as  would  tend  to  make  the  Colony  less  dependent 
for  its  food  upon  foreign  coimtries. 

41.  The  only  improvement  in  agriculture  noted  in  the  Blue 
Book  is  the  continued  extension  of  the  vacuum-pan  system  in  the 
manufacture  of  sugar.  I  may  add  that  the  general  adoption  on 
many  estates  of  the  process  known  as  *^  Stewart's  system  for  the 
clarification  of  the  cane  juice. 

Hospitals. 

42.  I  annex  to  the  return  of  hospitals  and  asylums  the  reports 
of  the  surgeon-general  on  the  Colomal  and  Seamen's  Hospital  in 
the  city  of  Georgetown,  aod  of  Dr.  Hackett,  the  principal  medical 
officer  at  Berbice,  on  the  hospital  and  asylums  there. 

43.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  1874 
into  the  public  hospitals  of  Georgetown  was  5,340,  to  which  is  to 
be  added  493  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  making  a 
total  of  no  less  than  5,833,  equal  to  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  city,  which  according  to  the  last  census  is  36,562. 
Beindes  the  in-patients  14,438  out-patients  were  relieved.  This 
added  to  the  number  of  in-patients,  exceeds  half  the  population 
of  the  city.  The  surgeon-general  in  his  report  expresses  ^^  his 
''  firm  belief  that  many  seek  admission  and  medical  advice  who 
^'  have  the  means  to  support  themselves."  This  is  an  abuse  of 
the  public  charity  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  but  Dr.  Manget 
adds  that,  ^'  there  is  great  difficulty  in  discriminating  between 
"  those  who  are  really  entitled  to  public  relief  and  those  who  can 
**  provide  assistance  for  themselves.''  The  power  of  grantiDg  or 
renising  application  for  admission  into  the  hospital  is  entrusted 
by  the  Ordmance  19  of  1860  to  the  surffcon-general  and  to  the 
resident  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  and  as  it  is  impossible  for  these 
officers  to  know  the  circumstances  of  each  applicant  it  follows  that 
all  cases  really  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted,  payment 
heixis  afterwards  demanded  of  those  who  can  pay,^  under  a  special 
provision  in  the  Ordinance  Tclanse  16).     As  long  as  there  is  room 
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Bbitmb      in  the  hospital  there  can  be  no  great  objection  to  the  admission  of 
GuuMA,      patients  who  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  part  or  all  of  the  expense 
'  they  occasion  to  the  public,  according  to  their  means,  but  the 

number  of  patients  has  so  increased  that  according  to  Dr.  Maogets 
report  the  wards  are  over-full,  and  it  will  be  necessary  in  order 
to  prevent  orercrowding  to  restrain  the  number  of  admissions. 
The  Georgetown  Hospital  is  under  the  charge,  as  chief  medical 
officer,  of  the  surgeon-general,  in  whom  is  vested  the  appoint- 
ment and  control  of  the  steward,  matron,  and  all  inferior 
officers  and  servants.  There  is  a  board  of  directors  appointed 
by  the  Ordinance  whose  duties  are  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the  hospital,  to  advertise  for  tenders 
for  supplies  and  to  settle  the  terms  pf  all  contracts,  to  order 
payment  of  expenses  by  patients  able  to  pay,  and  to  visit 
the  hospital  in  rotation.  The  auditor-general  is  chairman  of  the 
board,  and  there  are  10  directors,  four  of  whom  are  public 
officers  and  the  others  are  chosen  from  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  city. 

44.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  that  the  mortality  in  the 
Colonial  Hospital  was  at  the  rate  of  123  per  thousand,  but  Dr. 
Manget  in  referring  to  this  states  that  no  less  than  93  patients 
were  received  into  uie  hospital  in  a  moribund  condition.  -  Omitting 
these  cases  altogether  the  death  rate  among  the  other  patients 
was  at  the  moderate  rate  of  108  per  thousand.  In  the  JSleamen's 
Hospital  the  death  rate  was  only  21  per  thousand. 

45.  The  Colonial  Hospital  at  Berbice  is  a  much  smaller  institu- 
tion than  that  in  Georgetown.  The  total  number  of  patients 
received  into  it  in  1874  was  899,  to  which  is  to  be  added  53  re- 
maining at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  making  a  total  of  952,  of 
whom"  150  died,  bemg  at  the  liigh  rate  of  157  per  thousand.  Dr. 
Hackett  in  his  report  remarks  that  phthisis  is  a  frequent  cause  of 
death  among  the  people.  The  same  cause  has  been  noticed  in 
other  parts,  of  the  Colony,  and  in  the  return  of  the  Georgetown 
hospitals  129  deaths  are  attributed  to  this  cause  alone. 

46.  The  report  on  the  lunatic  asylum  shows  that  there  were  70 
patients  admitted  during  the  year,  42  dischaiiged,  and  26  died. 
The  number  in  the  asylum  at  the  oonmiencement  of  the  year  was 
158  and  at  the  close  160.     The  daily  average  was  170, 

47.  The  improvements  ^id  alterations  which  were  contemplated 
by  my  predecessor  in  this  institution  were  arrested  by  the  sudden 
death  of  the  medical  officer.  Dr.  Cramer,  immediately  after  his 
return  from  a  visit  of  inspection  he  had  made  to  the  lunatic 
asylums  of  other  colonies.  The  improvements  have  since  been 
energetically  resumed  by  Dr.  Grieve,  whom  your  Lordship  lately 
appointed,  but  the  record  of  the  efforts  he  has  made  to  make  the 
asylum  a  satisfisictory  and  creditable  institution  belongs  to  the 
record  of  1875,  and  must  be  deferred  to  the  next  report. 

Criminal  Statistics, 

48.  The  criminal  stjitistics  show  a  deplorable  abundance  of 
crime.  Out  of  a  population  estimated  at  218,909,  39,965,  more 
than  a  sixth  of  the  whole,  were  apprehended  by  the  policy  or 
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summoned  before  tiie  magistarate.  In  eome  caees  tho  same  person  Bbitish 
was  summoned  more  than  once  and  the  actual  number  of  different  ^^"^^^' 
persons  summoned  or  arrested  is  therefore  somewhat  less  than  the 
number  given  in  the  Blue  Book.  Out  of  the  39,965  cases  10,451 
fell  through  for  want  of  evidence,  5,549  were  dismissed  on  the 
merits,  336  were  reserved  for  the  superior  courts,  and  23,629  per- 
sons were  summarily  convicted,  but  of  the  summary  convictions 
10,904  were  for  offences  under  the  Labour  Laws  or  the  Immigration 
Ordinance  7  of  1873,  and  12,725  for  ofiences  of  a  more  or  less 
criminal  character. 

Of  the  336  cases  sent  before  tl\e  superior  courts  33  fell  through 
for  want  of  prosecution,  one  prisoner  was  found  insane,  119 
prisoners  were  acquitted,  and  329  convicted.  Among  the  con- 
victions were  15  for  murder,  other  than  wife  or  child  murder,  two 
for  wife  murder,  22  for  manslaughter,  seven  for  attempt  at  mur- 
der, and  283  for  other  crimes  against  the  person  and  crimes 
against  property.  Deducting  the  offences  against  the  Labour 
Laws,  as  not  bemg  of  a  criminal  character,  it  will  be  seen  that  no 
less  than  13,054  or  nearly  six  per  cent  of  the  whole  population 
were  convicted  of  crimes  against  person  or  property  or  public 
order. 

49.  I  append  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
convict  prison  at  Massaruni  for  1874  and  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Demerara  on  the  prisons  in  Georgetown  for  1874.  I  have  already 
reported  on  the  special  points  raised  in  both  these  papers,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  ask  leave  to  defer  1i  general  report  on  the  prisons 
of  the  colony  until  I  make  the  report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1875. 

Conclusion, 

50.  The  year  1874  was  not  a  prosperous  one.  The  price  of 
sugar  was  insufficient  in  many  cases  to  yield  a  fair  profit  to  the 

?lanters,  while  the  expenses  of  the  year  were  unusually  heavy. 
?he  immigration  from  India  in  the  season  1873-4  reached  greater 
proportions  than  it  had  ever  done  before,  the  cost  of  introducing 
the  immigrants  was  very  high,  and  the  indenture  fee  was  raised  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  95  dollars  a  head  at  which  it  still  remains. 

51.  I  desire  to  record  here  two  interesting  circumstances.  One 
which  I  have  already  brought  to  your  Lordship's  notice,  is  the 
commencement  of  a  church  m  Georgetown  in  connexion  with  the 

.  Church  of  England  for  the  special  use  of  Christian  Chinese.  This 
church  was  completed  and  opened  for  service  in  the  present  year 
1875.  It  was  built  by  voluntary  subscription  in  which  the  Chinese 
converts  liberally  joined.  The  other  is  the  apparently  successfiil 
propagation  of  the  great  Australian  tree  the  Eucalyhtus  Globulus, 
which  has  on  tevert^  estates  attained  a  height  of  five  or  six  feet 
and  appears  to  flourish  well,  and  which  I  hope  may  fulfil  some  of 
the  expectations  which  have  been  formed  of  its  usefulness. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         J.  R.  LoNGDEN. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Camar\  on.  Governor. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Bbitish     Bbpobt  of  the  OoLONiAii  SuBaEON-QENERAL  on  the  Colonial 
^^^^'  Hospital  of  Demebaba  and  Esseqdebo. 

Georgetown  Public  Hospital^ 
Sir,  26th  August  1875. 

I  HAVE  very  little  to  add  to  my  report  of  last  year  with 
regard  to  the  public  hospitals  in  this  city. 

By  the  return  for  1874  it  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers  of 
admission  have  increased,  as  well  as  the  out-door  patients,  to 
whom  medical  advice  and  medicines  were  given.  The  diseases 
are  the  same,  and  the  .causes  of  such  diseases  identical  with  those 
of  1873.  The  cases  which  are  admitted  present  the  same  features, 
and  most  of  them  are.  due  principally  to  want  of  the  ordinary 
necessaries  of  life.  In  a  great  many  instances  the  patients  present 
themselves  in  the  last  stage  of  disease,  offering  very  little  hope  of 
ultimate  recovery. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  were  93  moribund  cases  t^en  in, 
which  increased  materially  the  per-centage  of  mortality.  There 
are  a  good  many  old  incurable  cases  which  will  be  removed  to  the 
new  addition  to  the  Almshouse  as  soon  as  that  institution  can 
receive  them,  thus  lessening  the  over-crowding  of  the  general 
hospital,  the  wards  of  which  are  at  present  over  full. 

I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  of  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
admissions,  as  the  people  seem  to  me  to  be  getting  poorer  and 
poorer  every  day,  and  are  reluctant  and  unable  to  help  themselves 
when  taken  ill.  Some  years  ago  there  was  a  wholesome  repug- 
nance to  accept  medical  aid  from  the  hospital ;  but  every  one  seems 
now  inclined  to  have  recourse  to  the  hdp  afforded  by  the  public 
charities  of  the  Ck)lon^.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  firmly  believe 
that  many  seek  admission  and  medical  advice  who  have  the  means 
to  support  themselves.  There  is,  however,  great  difficulty  in  dis- 
criminatiug  between  those  who  are  really  entitled  to  public  relief 
and  those  who  can  provide  assistance.  The  number  of  out-door 
patients  grows  larger  every  year.  There  were  in  1874,  14,438 
out-door  patients,  being  2,874  more  than  in  1873. 

The  Port  of  Georgetown  continues  to  be  very  healthy.  There 
are  very  few  patients  in  the  Seaman's  Hospital,  and  the  mortality 
is  excessively  small. 

(Signed)    '   E.  A.  Manget,  M.D., 
The  Hon.  C.  P.  Austin,  Surgeon-General. 

Acting  Government  Secretary. 


Repobt  of  Visiting  Physician,  on  the  Public  Hospital, 
&c.,  &c,  Bebbice. 

New  Amsterdam,  Berbice, 
Sir,  2l8t  October  1875. 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit,  for  his  Excellency's  infor- 
mation^-the  following  general  report  for  the  year  1874,  relative  to 
the  hospital,  lunatic  asylum,  and  almshouse  in  this  county. 
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Hie  report  will,  of  necessity,  contain  but  little  new  matter, 
inasmocb  as  the  improvements  su^^ested  by  his  Excellency  will 
'not  be  realised  before  the  end  of  uiis  quarter.  The  drainage  of 
the  grounds  common  to  the  three  institutions  has  been  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  piece  to  leeward  of  the  male 
lunatic  asylum  buildings,  which  I  believe  will  be  undertaken  and 
finished  immediately. 

The  work  has  been  well  done,  and  the  sur&ce  water  during  the 
heaviest  weather  is  quickly  taken  off. 

The  appearance  and  comfort  of  the  place  have  been  greatly 
improved  by  it ;  the  swamp  grass  has  nearly  died  out,  and  its  place 
taken  over  by  a  short  green  grass,  affording  far  less  shelter  to 
mosquitos. 

There  remamed,  on  the  31st  December  1873,  63  patients  under 
treatment:  males  42,  females  11,  &c.,  &c.  The  following  will 
explain : — 


British 
Guiana. 


Nunber 
remaining 
in  Hospital 
at  the  end 

of 
Dec.  1873. 

Number 

admitted 

during 

the  Year 

1874.1 

Patients 

- 

Discharged 

Number 

Cure^. 

BeUeyed. 

Incurable. 

cBed. 

Males 
Females  - 

42 
11 

784 
165 

408 

72 

186 
■87 

84 

11 

Ill 
89 

Total    - 

58 

899 

480 

223 

45 

150 

There  were  treated  during  the  year,  as  out-door  patients,  1,930 
cases. 

Phthisis  is  now  a  very  frequent  cause  of  death  amongst  the 
class  of  people  seeking  relief  from  the  hospital  here.  No  fewer 
than  25  deaths  from  that  cause  occurred  among  the  in-door  pa- 
tients, and  a  great  many  of  the  out-door  cases  suffer  from  phthisis 
in  its  primary  stage* 

The  town  of  New  Amsterdam  sends  the  majority  of  sick  and 
among  them  the  oases  of  phthisis.  " 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  town  is  far  from  being  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  The  internal  drainage  is  Tory  defectiye;  the  drains 
are  choked  up  with  dirt,  and  in  many  places  form  laige  cesspools, 
containing  putrid  matter  of  all  sorts,  giving  rise  to  penucious  ex- 
halations, which  cannot  but  affect  the  health  of  those  living  within 
their  influenca 

House  accommodation  is  scarce,  and  consequently  rents  are  high, 
and  overcrowding  is  the  result  I  have  known  four  or  five  grown 
up  people  to  live  and  sleep  in  a  room  12  feet  square,  with  very 
little  ventilation,  and  that  was  obtained  chiefly  from  the  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  building. 

The  diet  of  the  people  consists  almost  entirely  of  salt  fish,  rice, 
and  plantains.    Fresh  meat  is  very  seldom  eaten  by  them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78 


»APEBS  BBLATnra  TO 


BBlTItH 

Guiana. 


The  tenemenU  have  neither  vatt  nor  latrinea  attached  to  them. 
The  latter  comfort  ig  always  placed  (when  there  ia  one  connected) 
over  an  open  dram. 

The  water  used  for  drinking  is  obtained  from  a  large  trench  at 
the  back  part  of  the  town,  and  during  a  long  dvj  season  it  becomes 
quite  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  when  it  is  used  gives  rise  to 
dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 

With  such  defective  hygiene,  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  high 
mortality  should  be  present  here^  and  it  must  continue  to  exist 
until  a  change  for  the  better  is  undertaken  by  those  in  auAority. 
The  task  is  not  a  very  diflScult  one,  for  the  height  of  the  town 
above  low-water  mark  admits  of  quick  and  thorough  drainage.  In 
fact,  the  town  lands  are  capable  of  being  made  as  clean  and  healthy 
as  any  piece  of  redwned  swamp  land  can  be  made. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 


Number 
remaining  in 

Aaylnm 

at  the  end  of 

Dec.  1878. 

Nomber 

admitted  daring 

the  Tear 

1874. 

Patients  died  and  dis- 
obarged. 

Difobsrgod. 

Died. 

Males 
Females      - 

86 
78 

41 

27 

28 
14 

8 
18 

Total  - 

158 

:      70   ^ 

42 

26 

The  two  new  buildings  intended  for  the  male  department  will 
not  be  finished  before  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  new  building  for  the  remale  department  has  not  yet  been 
commenced.  More  accommodation  is  urgently  required  in  both 
departments,  but  particularly  so  in  the  female  department. 

Almihouse, 

The  extension  of  the  almshouse  and  the  detached  ward  for 
the  treatment  of  special  cases  will  soon  be  finished  and  fit  for  re- 
ception of  applicants^  and  will  be  quite  large  enough  for  the 
requirements  of  the  town  and  county  of  Berbioe. 

I  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  report  for  1876,  as  all  the 
requirements  will  then  be  completed. 

I  have,  &c. 

Jas.  8.  Haokett,  M.D., 
risiting  Physician,  Public  Hospital, 
Berbice. 


(Signed) 
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TRINIDAD,  tbinidad. 


No.  6. 

Governor  Ibving,  O.M.G,  to  The  Eabl  of  Carnabvon. 

My  Lord,  Trinidad,  July  24, 1875. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  remarks  on  the 
Trinidad  Blue  Book  for  X874 :— 

Taxes,  Duties,  Jkc. 

No  cliange  was  made  during  the  year  1874  in  the  taxation  of 
the  Colony. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  general  revenue  for  1874,  omitting  items  of-  account, 
amounted  to  276,629/. ;  the  expenditure  to  294,006/.,  showing  an 
excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of  18,477/.  The  expenditure 
of  the  year,  however,  included  an  outlay  of  64,068/.  on  buildings, 
roads,  wharves,  and  bridges.  The  amount  actually  available  for 
public  works  from  the  revenue  of  the  year  was  45,581/.,  and  the 
additional  expenditure  of  18,477/.  has  been  met  from  the  surplus 
balances  of  the  Government.  These  balances,  notwithstanding 
this  draft  upon  them,  amounted  on  the  31st  December  1874  to 
45,633/. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  is  highly  satisfactory .; 
the  annual  revenue  is  suiBBicient  to  provide,  not  only  for  the  ordi- 
nary and  necessary  expenses  of  the  U-ovemment,  but  also  to  admit 
of  an  average  expenditure  on  public  works  of  about  50,000i  a  year  ; 
and  the  available  balances  of  the  Government  are  at  a  level  higher 
perhaps  than  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  them  to  provide 
against  exceptional  or  unforeseen  emergencies. 

Local  Revenues. 

The  revenues  of  the  several  ward  unions  into  which  the  island 
is  divided  amounted  for  the  year  1874  to  38,360^  The  balances 
of  these  revenues,  after  providing  for  the  local  establishments  and 
pauper  and  other  local  expenditure,  are  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  of  the  several  wards.  The  gross  amount  so  applied 
in  1874  was  21,137/.  Adding  this]  sum  to  the  expenditure  on 
-public  works  from  the  general  revenue  and  surplus  balances,  the 
total  outlay  on  pulblic  works  for  the  year  was  86,000/. ;  omitting 
appropriations  from  surplus  fiinds,  the  expenditure  on  publio 
works  from  revenue^  general  and  local  together,  was  a  little  under 
70,000/.,  a  sum  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  average  amount 
likely  to  be  available  annually  for  the  m^ntenance  of  the  existing 
roads  and  buildings  and  for  new  works. 
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^^^»^^-  Public  Debt. 

The  sum  of  lOO^OOOZ.  was  borrowed  in  1874  as  the  first  in- 
stahnent  of  a  6  per  cent  debenture  loan  of  150,000/.  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway  from  Port  of  Spain  to  Arima.  The 
loan  is  redeemable  in  36^  years  by  annual  drawings.  The  de- 
bentures were  issued  m  Eoeland  at  a  slight  premium. 

The  last  instalment  of  a  ban  of  125,000/.,  raised  in  1852  under 
Imperial  guarantee  for  immigration  purposes,  was  paid  off  in 
1874,  and  the  debt  is  extinguished. 

The  other  items  of  public  debt  shown  in  the  Blue  Book, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  47,550/^,  represent  loans  which, 
though  secured  on  the  general  revenue,  have  been  raised  for  local 
purposes,  and  are  repayable  from  local  revenues.  The  obliga- 
tion of  the  Government  in  relation  to  these  loans  is  that  of  a 
guarantor. 

Public  Works. 

The  railway  from  Port  of  Spain  to  Arima  is  being  executed 
under  C09tract,  and  its  cost  is  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  a  loan 
raised  for  the  purpose.  The  line  is  a  little  over  1 6  miles  in  length, 
and  its  estimated  cost^  including  rolling  stock,  is  150,000/.  Satis- 
factory progress  was  made  with  the  work  during  the  year,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  its  being  successfully  completed  within 
the  amount  of  the  estimate. 

43,825/.  was  spent  on  works  and  buildings,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  the  [nincipal  items : — 

£ 
Governor's  residence        -  -  ,     16,925 

Court-house  and  police  barracks.  Port  of 

Spain  .  -  .  .     15,472 

Court-house  and  barracks,  San  Fernando        3,409 
The  expenditure  under  the  hes^  of  roads,  wharves,  and  bridges 
amounted  to  20,243/.,  and  includes  the  following  items : — 

£ 
Wharf  extension,  San  Fernando    -  -    4,829 

Iron  bridge  over  the  Guaracara  river         -     7,540 
Wooden  bridge  over  the  Caroni  at  Tam- 
puna    -----        625 
The  remaining  expenditure  under  both  heads  was  incurred 
chiefly  in  ordinary  repairs  and  minor  works. 

Le^islatiofu 

The  legislation  of  the  year  is  embodied  in  19  Ordinances,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  titles : — 

No.  1.  For  assimilating  the  Laws  against  Offences  relating  to 
the  Coin  to  the  Laws  of  England. 

No.  2.  To  amend  the  Law  of  Arrest. 

No.  3.  To  empower  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  San  Fernando 
to  make  Byelaws  for  regulating  the  use  of  the  San  Fernando 
Tramroad. 
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No.  4  18  the  supplemental  Appropriation  Ordinance  for  1873.        Trimidad. 

No.  6.  To  empower  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Cipero        ""^ 
Tramway  to  contract  with  the  Colonial  Company,  Limited,  for 
certain  purposes. 

No.  6.  To  enable  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Ordi- 
nance No.  18  for  1863,  intituled  **  An  Ordinance  for  raising  the 
**  sum  of  7,000/.  for  the  uses  of  the  South  Nap  Arima  Western 
**  Ward,**  to  dbtribute  the  sum  of  256/.  13*.  4i  among  the  pro- 
prietors of  estates  mentioned  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  said 
Ordinance. 

No.  7.  For  the  election  of  Deputy  Mayors. 

No.  8.  To  enable  the  Supreme  Civil  Court,  or  any  Judge 
thereof,  to  sit  in  Bankruptcy  during  the  vacation. 

No.  9.  For  giving  a  further  opportunity  to  apply  for  advances 
of  money  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Town  of  Port  of  Spwn. 

No.  10.  With  respect  to  the  Petty  Civil  Court  in  Port  of 
Spain. 

No.  11.  With  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Small-pox 
Epidemic  ^^  General  Health  Kate  "  is  to  be  raised  and  paid. 

No.  12.  Eespecting  Appeals  from  Decisions  under  the  Ordi- 
nance '^For  providing  a  summary  Remedy  against  Persons 
"  deserting  their  Wives  and.  Children." 

No.  13.  To  amend  the  Petroleum  Ordinance,  1872. 

No.  14.  To  authorise  the  Importation  of  certain  Foreign  Re- 
prints. 

No.  16.  For  giving  facilities  for  the  Manufacture  of  Cordials 
and  other  Compounds* 

No.  16.  For  abbreviating  Legal  Phraseology. 

No.  17,  For  raising  Funds  in  aid  of  Immigration  for  the  year 
1875. 

No.  18.  To  make  provision  for  defraying  those  expenses  of  the 
Government  of  this  (jolony  for  the  year  1876,  of  which  the  amount 
is  not  already  fixed,  or  the  payment  not  duly  authorised. 

No.  19.  To  continue  an  Ordinance  with  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment and  disposal  of  Crown  lands. 

These  Ordinances  are  for  the  most  part  such  as  to  call  for  no 
conunent  in  this  report.  The  first,  however,  on  the  list  abolishes 
a  somewhat  ungular  practice  which  had  preysdled  here  in  connexion 
with  the  coinage.  It  had  been  the  custom  among  the  petty  shop- 
,  keepers  to  stamp  some  of  the  coins,  the  copper  ones  principally,  with 
certain  letters,  and  these  coins  were  receiTed  in  payment  for  goods 
at  the  shcms  from  which  they  were  issued  at  an  enhanced  value, 
while  the  ract  of  their  defacement  might  render  them  of  no  cur- 
rent value  elsewhere.  Unscrupulous  dealers  thus  obtained  a  hold 
upon  the  possessors  of  these  coins,  which  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
was  often  used  as  a  means  of  extortion.  These  deraced  coins  as 
well  as  the  old  copper  coins  have  been  withdrawn^  and  are  now 
prohibited  from  circulation. 

97468.  F 


Digitized  by 


Google 


83  ?ArKQa  llEI^TIHa  70 

Trihidai>.  CH^i  Establishment. 

The  following  are  gome  of  the  prmdpal  ohaogM  which  ooourred 
in  the  fixed  establishment : — 

Mr.  Longdea  left  for  Demerara  at  the  end  of  March,  and 
Mr.  W*  W-  CtUrns  aasumed  the  goyemment  on  the  2Qd  April, 
but  shortly  afterwards  resigned. 

I  was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  arrived  in  the  Colony  in 
November. 

The  administration  of  affairs  between  Governor  Cairns'  de» 
parture  and  my  assumption  of  the  government  devolved,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  terms  of  the  Queen's  Commission  held  by  Mr.  Cfums, 
on  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  I.  Scott  Busbe.  A  special  com* 
mission  to  administer  the  Government  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  LfOng- 
den  and  Mr.  Cairns  had  previously  been  issued  to  Mr.  Bushe. 

The  Attorney-*Generalship  became  vacant  by  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Georffe  Gturcia  on  a  pension,  and  the  appointment  was  con* 
ferred  on  Mr,  Henry  Ludlow,  who  arrived  in  Trinidad  in  July. 

Mr.  Bobert  P.  Mayne  was  appointed  stipendiary  magistrate  of 
Fort  of  Spain,  and  arrived  in  September.  The  duties  of  this 
magistracjr  during  the  year,  September  1873  to  September  1874, 
were  performed  by  Mr.  W  ilson. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr,  Cockerton,  Commissioner 
of  the  Petty  Civil  Court  in  Port  of  Spain,  the  duties  of  that  oflSce 
were  by  Ordinance  transferred  to  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgerald,  the 
Senior  Puisne  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Commisioner- 
ship  as  a  separate  office  was  thereby  abolished. 

Mr.  R.  W.  S.  Mitchell,  Sub-Intendant  of  Crown  Lands,  was 
appointed  Emigration  Agent  for  the  Colony  in  India.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  James  O'Connor,  the  maj^trate  and  warden  of 
the  Loco  ward  union,  who  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  Mr.  L.  P. 
Pierre,  formerly  derk  of  the  peace  in  Port  of  Spain. 

Mr.  C.  C.  KnoUys  was  appointed  sub-receiver  and  harbour 
master  at  San  Fernando  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Charles  Bushe, 
deceased. 

The  magistracy  of  Cedros  became  vacant  by  the  retirement  on 
a  pension  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Fuller,  and  the  appointment  was  con- 
ferred on  Mr.  Charles  Huggins,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Meagher,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  received  an 
appointment  in  St  Lucia,  and  left  the  Colony  in  December.  The 
Department  was  thereupon  reorganised,  and  is  now  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Tanner,  C.E. 

Dr.  Stuckey  resigned  the  office  of  house  surgeon  of  the  Colonial 
Hospital,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Lea* 

Two  vacancies  occurred  in  the  landing  waiters'  department* 
one  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Kiobards,  th^  other  by  the  retii^ement 
on  a  pension  of  Mr.  H,  EUcks.  These  have  b^en  filled  by  the 
promotion  of  junior  officers  in  the  service* 
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Imperii  cmd  Exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Trinidad  during  1874  is 
stated  in  the   Customs  return  to    be    lj342|992/.,  as   agidnst 
1^324,43221  io  1873,  showing  an  increase  of  18,6607.,  or  1  •  4  per  ^ 
cent,  on  the  previous  yearns  return, 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  amount 
of  the  goods  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  East  Indies, 
and  the  British  West  Indies,  while  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  trade  between  British  North  America  and  Trinidad. 

The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


TRianxu). 


1873. 

1874. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

United  mncdom  ^           .           - 
East  Indies 

B.N.America      ... 
B-Westlndiea     - 

& 

662,818 
64,555 
60,327 

120»352 

488,619 
53,030 
69,013 

118,149 

8,786 

& 
73,699 
11,525 

8,803 

The  ^boye  table  shows  a  diminution  in  the  import  trade  with 
British  countries  to  the  extent  of  78,641/. 

As  regards  foreign  countries  the  principal  supply  business 
seems  tonave  been  carried  on  with  the  United  States,  the  value 
of  the  imports  from  that  place  reaching  the  sum  268,939Z. 

Venezuela  comes  next  on  the  list  in  poipt  of  figures,  the  im- 
ports amounting  to  229,062/,,  but  of  this  ''gold  "  is  credited  with 
190,535/.,  ^nd  as  no  duty  is  charged  on  this  article,  which  is 
merely  received  here  in  transitu,  the  Treasury  derives  no  benefit 
from  the  importation. 

The  other  countries  whence  the  principal-  supplies  were  de- 
rived are  enumerated  below,  and  for  the  sake  of  comparison  the 
value  of  the  importations  of  1873  and  1874  are  recorded. 


1878. 

1874. 

A 

A 

France 

. 

- 

65,809 

73,229 

Germany 

- 

- 

3,164 

7,326 

Spain 

- 

- 

12,506 

12,655 

Teneriife 

- 

. 

$,073 

1,186 

Argentine  Confederation 

. 

- 

770 

3,568 

French  West  Indies  - 

. 

. 

r,607 

18,957 

Bpimish         „ 

m 

. 

9,164 

8,889 

Danish           » 

n 

• 

10,807 

650 

BrazU            „ 

" 

- 

n 

4,590 
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The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Trinidad  in  1874  was 
l,4ia,260t  (in  1873  it  was  l,738,616i.). 

Of  this,  996,081/.  represented  ffoods  which  were  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  the  Colony,  the  balance,  416,179/,,  being  the 
value  of  British,  foreign,  and  otJier  coloniiJ  produce  and  manu- 
&cU»rp»  reoeiyi^  her«  und  re-e^qported. 
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Tmisidu}.  The  total  quantity  of  sugar  exported  waa  99,739^50  Ibs^  or 
890,631  cwt,  and  was  valued  at  668,831i  The  bulk  of  the  crop, 
or  93,536,330  lbs.,  went  to  Ghreat  Britain.  The  United  States 
served  as  a  market  for  4,944,600.1b6.,  and  Canada  for  1,236,000  lbs. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  in  1873  is  stated  in  die  Blue 
Book  of  that  year  to  have  been  1,191,866  cwt,  representing  a 
value  of  973,774/. 

This  gives  an  excess  in  the  shipments  of  1873  of  301,335  cwt. 
over  the  shipments  of  1874. 

The  export  of  molasses  and  rum,  the  other  produce  of  the  sugar 
cane,  was  as  under. 

1874. 


giJIS. 

Molasses 1,894^98  1,697,131 

Bom 16,644  89,761 


There  was  of  course  a  much  larger  quantity  of  rum  manu- 
factured, but  as  it  was  consumed  in  the  island,  it  is  not  included 
in  this  return. 

The  quantity  of  cocoa  produced  in  the  Colony,  and  shipped  in 
1874,  was  9,396,531  lbs.,  as  agunst  7,482,091  lbs.  es^rted  in 
1873. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  coffee  trade,  the  figures  being 
35,676  lbs.  in  1874,  22,225  lbs.  in  1873. 

The  number  of  cocoa  nuts  exported  has  varied  but  little.  In 
1873  it  was  2,380,871,  in  1874  2,286,295. 

The  above  constitute  the  main  products  of  the  island,  for 
although  timber  abounds  in  the  forests  it  does  not  form  an  article 
of  export 

Nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tons  of  asphalte 
were  exported  during  the  year.  This  article  is  obtained  from 
the  Fitch  Lake  at  La  Brea.  Portions  of  the  lake  are  held  on 
lease  from  the  Government  by  priyate  persons,  .and  a  small  duty 
is  levied  on  the  asphalte  exported. 

Prisons  and  Crime* 

The  buildings  at  the  Boyal  Craol  have  been  improved  by  the 
erection  of  a  stone  wall,  separating  the  female  from  the  male 
prisoners^  labour  yard,  and  separate  working  cells  have  been 
constructed  for  the  fenmles.  Two  new  wards  have  been  added  to 
the  Chaguanos  convict  depdt,  increasing  the  number  of  separate 
cells  from  26  to  86. 

The  mark  system  introduced  under  the  rules  brought  in  by 
Governor  London  is  reported  by  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons 
to  have  worked  well. 

With  the  exception  of  occasional  murders  amongst  the  in- 
dentured immigrant  population  (arising  almost  invariably  out  of 
disputes  about  their  women),  there  is  little  eerious  crime  in 
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Trinidad.      Of    13,036    persons    brought   in   1874    before  the     Trinidad. 
stipendiaiT  magistrates  (whose  power  of  punishment  is  limited  to         "~^ 
six  months'  imprisonment),  113  only  were  prosecuted  in  the 
Supreme  Criminal  Court,  of  whom  26  were  acquitted,  leaving  a 
total  of  88  offenders  sentenced  during  the  twelve  months  to  terms 
of  more  than  six  months'  imprisonment. 

The  total  ntimber  of  persons  brought  before  the  magistrates  in 
1873  was  12,534,  and  the  number  prosecuted  in  the  Supreme 
Criminal  Court  was  175.  The  numbers  committed  to  the  Royal 
Gaol  were, — 

In  1873-  -  -  -     2,649 

In  1874-  .  -  -    3,373 


Increase  m  1874  •  -       724 


The  prison  is  recruited  mainly  from  the  idle  and  dissolute  classes 
which  infest  the  town,  of  Port,  of  Spain,  and  which  supply  a 
fruitful  crop  of  habitual  offenders,  male  and  female,  who  are  con* 
stantly  in  and  out  of  prison  for  drunkenness,  obscene  language, 
disorderly  conduct,  petty  larcenies,  &c.  The  same  parties  appear 
before  the  police  magistrate  over  and  over  again,  and  the  records 
of  the  court  show  that  instances  of  as  many  as  10, 12,  or  15  pre- 
vious convictions  are  by  no  means  uncommon. 

The  discipline  of  the  gaol  has  hitherto  been  too  little  severe  to 
have  any  terrors  for  these  people ;  but  new  rules  are  now  being 
adopted  to  render  imprisonment  for  this  class  of  offenders  more 
severely  penal  as  regards  dietary,  labour,  and  strict  separation, 
and  consequently  it  mav  be  hoped  somewhat  more  deterrent  in  its 
effect  than  it  has  been  heretofore. 

Conclusion. 

The  business  of  the  Colony  in  1874  was  somewhat  interfered 
with  by  excessive  rains,  which  curtailed  the  sugar  crop  and  inter- 
rupted- the  communications  of  the  country.  The  year,  however, 
closed  with  favourable  prospects  for  the  ensmng  season,  which 
have  been  fulfilled  by  the  production  in  1875  of  the  largest  crop 
of  sugar  the  island  has  known. 

T]|e  Colony  was  free  from  epidemic  disease  or  disaster  of  any 
kind,  and  nothing  occurred  to  check  the  steady  advance  in  pros- 
perity which  has  characterised  the  history  of  Trinidad  of  late 
years. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Honourable        (Signed)        Hbnrt  T.  Ibvino. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.  &c. 
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No.  7. 

Administrator  Fbeeling  to  The  Eabl  of  Cabnabvon. 

Mt  Lord,  Barbados,  August  16,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  Tobago 
for  the  past  year,  1874,  together  with  the  usual  Repott  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  thereoa 

2.  With  reference  to  Mr.  XJssher's  remark  hi  paragraph  29  of 
his  Report,  that  *^  an  arrangement  for  the  transfer  of  our  lunatics 
"  to  the  Barbados  Asylum  might  be  effected  upon  reasonable 
*^  terms  to  the  Colony,"  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  I  see  no 
prospect  of  carrjring  out  this  desirable  arrangement  until  the  new 
asylum,  at  present  in  oontemplatiou,  shall  be  completed* 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Bight  Honourable        (Signed)        S.  Freelino, 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Administrator. 

&0.        &c. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure* 


1.  The  comparative  table  shows  but  an  insignificant  increase  in 
the  revenue,  but  it  indicates  a  marked  improvement  in  the  expen- 
diture, which  is  about  1,750Z.  in  diminution  of  that  of  1873,  and 
which  is  principally  owing  to  the  observance  of  strict  economy 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive.  This  economy  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  continued  failure  of  harvest,  which  affected  the 
finances  of  the  Colony  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  the 
promise  (since  fulfilled)  of  an  abundant  crop  for  1875  infhsed  new 
spirit  into  the  depressed  planters,  and  gave  hopes  of  increased 
revenue  to  the  Colony,  and  a  release  from  its  liabilities. 

2.  Although  the  island  has  no  public  debt,  strictly  so-called, 
the  rapid  decrease  of  revenue  caused  the  Treasury  to  fall  into 
arrears  with  regard  to  its  current  accounts,  and  periodical  pay- 
ments ;  and  these  defldencies  fell  with  severity  upon  the  officials 
of  the  Colony,  who  were  frequently  without  pay  for  considerable 
periods,  and  had  even  then  to  discount  their  pay^warrants  in  the 
town  oif  Scarborough.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  this  state 
of  affairs  is  coming  to  an  end,  and  that  I  may  safely  assert  that 
by  the  end  of  March  1876  this  Colony  will  be  entirely  free  from 
pressure,  without  having  had  recourse  to  a  loan,  or  infi^ged  upon 
the  ''Immigration  Fund ''  of  some  3,600{.,  which  lies  intact  in  the 
Colonial  Bank  at  Barbados. 

3.  The  export  tax  of  one  dollar  per  hogshead  upon  sugar, 
voluntarily  imposed  by  the  planters  upon  their  own  body  for 
purposes  of  immigration,  was  suspended  at  the  commencement  of 
1874  and  1875 ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  re-imposed 
in  1876. 
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Legislation,  Tobago. 

4*  A  few  of  die  measured  passed  during  this  jeAx  were  of       ^-^ 
considerable  importanoe«     Those  which  deserve  iioti<^  wef  e  briefly 
glanced  at  in  my  Report  for  18739  and  a  reference  to  that  Report 
will  show  a  s&ving  of  upwards  of  800/.  pet  annum  to  have  been 
effected  by  the  foltowing  measures>  vis^  s — 

''  The  Act  to  unite  the  Offices  of  Proyost  Marshal  General  and 
*^  Inspector  of  Police." 

''  The  amended  Road  Act." 

<^  The  Act  to  amend  and  simplifj  the  Legislature  of  the  Island 
"of  Tobago/' 

6.  Of  &ese  the  latter  merits  especially  a  letigthened  notice. 
For  some  years  past  various  schemes  had  been  mooted  for  the 
abolition  of  the  cumbrous  constitution  of  the  Elective  Assembly 
and  Legislative  Council ;  but,  owing  to  the  division  of  parties,  they 
were  not  brought  forward.  The  dissolution  of  the  Lower  House 
in  1873  enabled  the  electors  to  return  a  body  of  members  suffi- 
ciently compact  and  united  in  opinion  to  ensure,  if  supported  by 
the  Government  members  in  the  House,  the  success  of  any  reason- 
able measure  fear  condensing  and  concentrating  the  legislative 
bodies.  The  measufe  thus  bi'ought  in  and  introduced  by  a  private 
member,  although  with  the  avowed  support  of  the  Government, 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority  in  the  Lower  House,  and  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Many  of  those  who 
voted  for  it  did  so  in  a  spint  of  self-abnegation  deserving  of  high 
praise,  as  they  lost  both  position  and  emolutnents  by  so  doing. 
The  Bill  provides  that  the  Governor  shall  nominate  six  members, 
three  of  whom  may  be  o^cials^  while  eight  members  are  elected 
by  the  island  parishes  and  the  town  of  ^arborough^  thus  forming 
a  House  of  14  liiembers,  with  a  fair  Oovemtnent  element^  as  against 
two  bodies  of  23  legislators.  The  Executive  Committee  is  tem- 
porarily retained,  but  has  been  reduced  to  two  members,  of  whom 
one  shall  be  a  nominated  and  the  other  an  elective  member,  and 
who  shall  represent  the  policy  and  opinion  of  the  Government  in 
the  House.  This  enactment  was  objected  to  by  some  members  as 
inconsistent  with  the  absolute  share  given  to  the  Govertiment 
jparty  by  the  concession  of  the  six  Nominees ;  but  the  Executive 
Committee  had  under  local  enactments  many  and  various  duties 
to  perform,  and  the  abrogation  of  these  enactments  would  have 
been  inconvenient,  and  would  have  impeded  the  progress  of  the 
Bill.  The  salary  of  these  officers  is  now  only  50Z.  per  annum. 
The  BUl  further  remodels  and  provides  for  the  appointment  and 
salary  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  appointing  him  also  Auditor  of 
the  Colony. 

6.  The  measure,  although  opposed  by  a  small  party  at  the  time 
of  passing,  now  gives  general  satisfaction,  and  appears  to  work 
harmoniously  and  well  even  to  those  who  at  the  outset  were  its 
declared  opponents ;  and  the  deliberations  of  the  new  chamber 
have  been  marked  by  rapidity  and  moderation,  and  are  in  marked 
contriist  ^^ith  the  tedious,  and  at  times  factious,  proceedings  under 
the  old  constitution. 
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Tobago.  Councils  and  Assemblies. 

7.  The  Privy  Council  has  been  increased  by  the  accession  of 
Mr.  William  McCall  to  Executive  Committee. 

8.  The  ^^  Act  to  amend  and  simplify  the  L^slature "  has 
resulted  in  the  following  arrangements^  as  a^inst  those  under  the 
old^  constitution.  The  appointment  of  the  Attorney-General^  the 
Colonial  Secretary^  and  the  surgeon  to  the  gaol 'as  official  nominees ; 
of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Keens,  John  McCall,  and  Lloyd  Abbott  as  non- 
official  nominees ;  and  to  these  must  be  added  eight  new  members 
elected  by  the  constituencies,  viz.,  Messrs.  James  McCall,  William 
McCall,  Hampden  Pile,  S.  B.  Isaacs,  B.  McEachnie,  B.  B. 
Anderson,  G.  Macdougall,  and  James  Kirk ;  Messrs.  Gordon  and 
Berkeley,  members  of  the  late  L^islative  Council,  no  longer  mt  in 
the  legislative  body.  The  Attorney-General  and  Mr.  William 
McCafi  form  the  Executive  Committee. 

Civil  Establishments. 

9.  The  death  of  Mr.  William  Yeates,  the  harbour  master, 
created  a  vacancy  which  has  since  been  filled  by  the  selection  of 
Mr.  Spicer,  who  has  had  many  years  practical  experience  of 
navigation  in  and  about  Tobago. 

Papulation. 

10.  The  geperal  increase  is  satisfactory,  and  the  death  rate 
among  adults  moderate.  But  the  mortality  amongst  in&nts  still 
continues,  and  will  continue  until  an  improved  system  of  registra- 
tion and  medical  district  or  parochial  supervision  be  established. 
It  is  absolutely  incumbent  upon  the  L^islature  to  act  in  this 
matter  promptly  and  efficiently. 

EcclesiasticaL 

11.  I  have  pleasure  in  stating,  both  from  my  own  observation 
and  from  reports  made  to  me,  that  the  pecuniary  state  of  the 
Anglican  Church  is  vastly  improved ;  and  that  not  only  does  it 
appear  to  be  clearing  itself  rapidly  of  all  debt,  but  that  it  evinces 
an  energy  for  which  I  was  not  prepared.  My  last  Report  under 
this  head  was  rather  gloomy ;  and  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  my 
anticipations  are  not  likely  to  be  fuLfiUed.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  tne  Anglican  Church  will  shortly  enjoy,  if  it  does  not  already 
receive,  a  larger  revenue  than  that  of  which  it  was  partially 
deprived  by  the  Disestablishment  Act  of  1873. 

12.  An  unfortunate  dispute  in  one  of  the  leeward  parishes 
threatened  at  one  time  to  imperil  the  unity  which  is  necessary  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  Church  in  its  present 
position ;  but  the  departure  from  the  island  of  one  of  the  in- 
cumbents, together  with  the  moderate  and  discreet  action  of  the 
Bidhop  has  effectually  smoothed  over  these  difficulties. 

13.  St.  Mary  8  Church  is  now  being  rebuilt ;  and  I  understand 
that  a  sum  of  money  is  being  gradually  collected  to  form  a  f^nd 
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for  the  purchase  of  rectories  and  glebes  for  the  island  rectors.     It      Toiuoo. 

is  hoped  that  by  this  means  an  efficient  class  of  clergy  will  be        

attracted  to  the  Colony. 

Agriculture. 

14.  One  of  the  things  most  to  he  regretted  in  Tobago  is  the 
obstinate  adherence  of  both  planters  and  labourers  to  the  one 
staple  produce^  viz.,  sugar  and  its  collateral  products,  rum  and 
molasses.  The  love  for  sugar-cane  cultivation  is  easily  explained, 
as  far  as  regards  the  negro  labourer.  It  is  a  pleasant  agriculture 
to  him,  and  one  to  which  he  is  from  childhood  accustomed ;  while 
the  many  little  perquisites  which  he  obtains  during  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  cane  into  sugar  give  it  in  his  mind  the  preference 
over  all  others.  And,  doubtless,  until  he  shall  be  better  educated, 
not  by  precept,  but  by  example,  he  will  continue  so  to  do.  The 
example,  however,  should  come  from  the  large,  and  wealthier 
islands.  It  is  pretty  evident  that,  in  spite  of  the  outcrv  amongst 
West  India  planters,  the  cultivation  of  the  cane  is  still  a  highly 
profitable  employment,  and  one  good  season,  probably,  goes  far 
to  recoup  the  planter  for  former  losses. 

1 5.  Such  a  season  we  have  had  and  are  now  enjoying.  The  canes 
reaped  this  year  (1875),  and  shipped  to  England^  will  probably 
amount  to  little  less  than  7,000  hogsheads,  or  something  short  of 
that  number  of  tons,  with  their  proportionate  accompaniment  of 
rum  and  molasses.  Nevertheless  many  hogsheads  will  be  left  on 
the  ground.    The  causes  for  this  latter  fact  are  easy  to  find. 

16.  Labour  is  sufficiently  plentiful  in  Tobago,  but  is  not  * 
always  available  ;  and,  as  I  have  before  observed,  the  negroes  are 
not  steady  workers  upon  daily  wages  as  a  rule.  These  wages  in 
Tobago  are  rather  smiall  in  money ;  but  Tobago  planters,  as  part 
wages,  give  to  all  their  proletarians  practically  as  much  provision 
ground  as  they  may  desire  to  cultivate,  and  so  profitable  is  this 
cultivation  that,  as  soon  as  the  weather  begins  to  break  up,  no 
power  can  keep  them  from  these  provision  grounds,  of  course  to 
the  detriment  of  the  ripe  canes,  ready  for  cutting. 

17.  The  introduction  of  the  "  m^taver  ^  system  into  the  island 
has  been  perhaps  on  the  whole  a  boon  to  both  planters  and 
labourers,  and  had  union  existed  at  the  outset  amongst  the 
planters  (as  it  practically  does  amongst  the  labourers),  nothing 
but  good  could  have  resulted  from  it  As  it  is,  many  estates 
have  been  redeemed  by  it  The  only  drawback  to  it,  at  present 
existing,  is  the  said  absence  of  union  (and  consequently  of 
^stematic  relations  with  their  metayers)  amongst  the  planters. 
The  only  remedy  to  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  legislation ;  the 
creation  of  an  Act  by  which  the  employer  and  the  labourer  might 
be  easily  bound,  without  the  slightest  interference  with  any  special 
contract  which  either  might  prefer  to  make.  As  things  now 
staled,  in  most  cases  a  m^tager  takes  up  a  portion  of  land  firom 
an  owner  without  a  special  agreement,  and  merely  upon  the 
understanding  of  the  custom  in  snch  cases  supposed  to  prevail 
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ToBAQo*     But  disputes  are  sure  to  arlse^  espeoiallj  with  weak  and  irresolute 

planters^  and  those  whose  want  of  capital^  or  perhaps  impartial 

dealing,  may  have  failed  to  attach  the  cultiTator  personsJlyto 
them.  When  these  disputes,  as  1  regret  to  say  they  now  almost 
invariably  do,  come  before  magistrate  or  judge,  tiiej  must  ne- 
cessarily be  settled  at  haphazard,  and  according  to  some  existing 
law  which  may  appear  to  bear  most  closely  upon  the  special  case, 
such  as  laws  affecting  contracts,  land  tenure,  of  the  rdations 
between  masters  and  serrants;  and  in  the  absence  of  written 
f^reements>  1  believe  the  *'  custom,"  or  practice,  between  metayers 
and  planters  is  generally  ignored  by  judicial  officers,  who  have 
delivered  judgments  probably  irrespective  of  certidn  important 
considerations  not  defined  by  law,  for  which,  however  they  could 
not  be  blamed,  in  the  absence  of  precedent  or  legislation,  for 
ignoring  litigation  on*  this  subject  is  becooiing  frequent,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  Colony  Is  mischievous  and  mghly  injurious  to 
planters  working  estates  partly  or  wholly  on  the  mdtayer  sydtetti. 
19.  Another  reason  for  the  inability  of  ^me  planters  to  take 
off  their  crop  is  their  insufficient  machinery,  and  another  their 
deficiency  in  stock  and  cattle,  added  to  the  ignorant  and  unskilled 
treatment  frequently  employed  in  their  management  Whilst  per- 
formingconstant  and  arduous  labour* 

90.  The  establishment  of  a  <3entral  factofjr  engaged  my  attention 
during  my  Stay  in  England ;  and  my  exertions  to  introduce  it 
here  by  means  of  a  jo&t  stock  company  have  been  unremitting. 
Unfortunately  my  time  was  ill  chosen,  and  1  had  many  difficulties 
to  contend  against,  not  the  least  of  which  were  the  disclosures 
made  regarding  certain  large  speculations  in  1874-6,  which  were 
not  calcdated  to  induce  the  ^tteral  public  to  look  kindly  upon 
imdertakings  of  this  description.  The  scheme  has  so  far  the 
elements  of  success,  that  large  proprietors  in  the  island  Warmly 
espoused  it,  and  were  ready  to  take  shares  in  it ;  and  I  yet  have 
hopes  that  it  may  be  established,  sooner  or  later.  It  is  a  question 
that  must  command  the  attention  of  the  Government  in  a  greater 
degree  than  heretofore. 

Imports  and  Exports, 

21.  These  show  but  little  difference  from  1873;  a  slight 
improvement  being  perceptible. 

Gaols. 

22.  The  gaol  accommodation  is  insufficient  and  inadequate.  It 
is  simply  impossible  to  carry  out  the  classifying  system  in  its 
integrity.  I  much  regret  this  fact,  but  it  cannot  be  remedied, 
except  bv  additional  accommodation  and  improved  supervision ; 
both  of  tnese  are  at  present  out  of  our  reach. 

23.  The  punishment  of  wliipping  is  not  frequently  inflicted ; 
but  in  spite  of  many  hij^h  authorities  against  me,  1  should  be 
sorry  to  see  its  total  aboution.     In  cases  of  obeah  and  confirmed 
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ittsubordinatioii  with  violence,  I  feftr  it  ill  the  only  deterlfent  at     TofiAdo. 
present  available*  

Criminal  Statistics. 

24.  I  am  indebted  to  His  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  for  the 
present  accurate  statement  under  this  head. 

25.  There  is  a  noticeable  improvement  under  the  head  of 
"  Proedial  Latoeny,**  a  diminution  of  from  136  cases  in  1873  to  61 
in  1874  i  illustraling  the  strong  influence  beneficially  exercised  by 
the  expectations  of  good  orop0>  and  oonsequentiy  of  increased 
employment  to  labourers. 

Hospitals 

26.  The  hospital  remains  but  half  completed,  owing  to  wtot  of 
funds. 

27.  An  address  of  the  Legislature  this  year  (l87fi)  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  prays  for  its  completion  and  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  of  both  apauper  asylutn  and  a  hospital ;  and,  as  far 
as  the  sum  voted  will  warrant,  it  is  now  in  progress  with  that 
object  Its  rather  excessive  size  justifies  the  combination  thus 
recommended. 

Lunatic  Asylum* 

28.  There  is  no  asylum  for  Imiatics  at  present ;  violent  cases 
being  confined  in  a  portion  of  the  gaol  imder  the  superintendence 
of  the  surgeon. 

29*  I  think  that  an  arruigement  for  the  transfer  of  our  lunatics 
to  the  Barbados  Asylum  might  be  effected  upon  reasonable  terms 
to  the  Colony. 

General  Remarks, 

30.  The  condition  of  the  Colony  is  promising.  Capital  and 
labour  are  yet  largely  required  to  develop  its  resources.  The 
establishment  of  the  central  factory  would  do  much  towards  tills 
end.  And  the  gradual  and  judicious  employment  of  the 
*•  Immigration  Fund  "  will  tend  to  acquaint  West  Indian  labourers 
with  tile  great  advantages  enjoyed  by  industrious  men  in  this 
little  Colony. 

31.  Taxation  is  extremely  light ;  it  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  125.  6ef.  per  head  of  the  population  throughout,  and  but  littie 
of  this  falls  upon  the  negro.  W  ith  land  easy  of  acquisition,  and 
abundant  employment  snould  he  care  for  it,  the  labourer  can 
speedily  become  rich. 

32.  The  reputed  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  is  a  mistake*  Its 
bad  reputation  originally  arose  from  tiie  per-centage  of  deaths 
amongst  European  troops  in  old  times,  when  hard  lives  were  led 
by  reckless  and  thoughtiess  men.  The  health  of  Europeans  at 
present  is  remarkably  good.  I  do  not  remember  a  case  of  yellow 
fever  during  my  stay ;  nor  have  we  suffered  from  any  epidemic. 
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ToBAoo.      The  efficiency  of  sanitary  regulations  can  scarcely  be  s^d  to  have 
conduced  to  this,  for  but  little  attention  is  paid  to  them. 

33.  Tobago  enjoys  extreme  fertility,  and  the  rainfall  is  plentifoL 
With  by  no  means  a  high  class  of  cultivation,  the  produce  made 
this  year  frcnn  insi^ificant  patches  of  land  was  surprising  even  to 
residents.  Three  hogsheads  per  acre  was  commonly  obtained ;  in 
exceptional  cases  more.  I  was  informed  that  one  canefield  of 
16  acres  produced  45  bedheads  this  year;  the  estimate  having 
been  about  30.  Cattle  and  horses,  mules  and  asses,  thrive  weU 
and  the  ponies  of  the  island,  which  are  abundant,  are  hardy  and 
cheap. 

34.  It  must  be  admitted  that  many  reforms  are  still  wanting* 
I  am  of  opinicm  that  legal  process  here  is  mostiy  cumbrous  and 
unsuitable ;  and  that  a  simpler  code  of  judicature  might  be 
framed  to  meet  all'  the  requirements  of  Tobago. 

35.  Many  of  the  colonial  officers  deserve  better  salaries;  and 
the  pittances  accorded  to  revenue  officers  and  stipendiary  magis- 
trates are.  inadequate  from  every  point  of  view,  and  might  lead  to 
great  evils.  A  small  staff  of  parochial  or  district  medical 
practitioners  is  urgentiy  required.  The  road  system,  although 
improved  by  a  recent  Bill,  is  defective.  The  whole  of  this  work, 
as  well  as  public  buildings,  requires  a  colonial  engineer  acting 
-under  the  executive ;  and  instead  of  allowing  each  male  of  the 
population  the  choice  of  commuting  his  road  tax,  or  of  working  it 
out  in  labour,  it  would  be  more  productive  and  more  efficient  were 
the  taxation  for  this  purpose  indiscriminately  levied,  and  labour 
regularly  employed  and  paid  for.  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner 
most  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  colony,  and  not  at  the 
discretion  or  convenience  of  the  agricultural  body. 

36.  The  loss  to  the  island  of  its  fortnightly  midl  steamer  is  a 
serious  one.  Temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
conveyance .  hither  from  Barbados  of  the  postal  bags ;  but  I  am 
not  without  hope  that  a  small  subsidy  will  yet  induce  the  company 
to  replace  the  second  steamer. 

37.  In  conclusion,  I  am  glad  to  report  that  I  see  marked  signs 
of  improvement  throughout  the  Colony;  and  should  the  next  year 
justify  our  present  anticipations,  Tobago  should  be  able  to  make 
the  reforms  and  improvements  necessary  for  its  reputation  vnth  its 
sister  colonies,  as  well  as  for  its  local  material  interests. 

H.  T.  USSHEB, 

Lieutenant-Governor. 
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ST.  LUCIA. 


Bt.Lugu. 


No.  8. 
Administrator  Dix  to  The  Administbator  in  Chief. 

Government  Office,  Castries, 
Sib,  August  28,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  my 
report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1874,  which, 
for  the  reasons  given  in  my  despatch  to  Governor  Bawson,  of' 
the  18th  May  last,  did  not  accompany  the  Blue  Book  which  was 
forwarded  at  that  time. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        Maokamaba  Dix, 
His  Excellency  Administrator  of  ihe  Gbvernment. 

Sanford  Preeling,  Esq.,  C.M,G., 
Administrator-in-Chief, 
&c.  &c.- 


Taxes,  Duties,  <kc. 

1.  With  the  exception  that  all  articles  imported  for  the  use  of 
the  ^^  St  Lucia  Central  Suear  Factory"  were  admitted  free  of 
duty,  and  the  vessels  importm?  such  articles  were  exempted  from 
tonnage  duty  and  other  port  charges,  the  taxes,  import  and  other 
duties  remained  the  same  as  in  the  year  1873. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

2.  The  total  amount  of  ^  general  revenue "  for  the  year  was 
21,131/.  Is.  7d.,  and  the  totJ  expenditure  was  24,268/.  Is.  Sd. 
The  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  revenue  of  the  year  was 
defrayed  out  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  previous  years. 

3.  The  following  statement  shows  the  general  revenue  and 
expenditure  in  each  of  the  last  three  years : — 

Itevenue. 

£ 

1872  .  -  -  .    21,062 

1873  -  .  ...     19^07 

1874  ....     21,131 

JExpenditure. 

£ 

1872  -  -  -  -     17,842 

1873  ....    20,346 

1874  -  -  -  24,268 

4.  The  surplus  general  revenue  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
4,250/. 
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St.  Lucii.  Local  Revenues  and  Expenditure. 

5.  The  amount  of  revenue  ndsed  in  1874  on  account  of  the 
several  local  or  special  funds  was  as  follows : — 

£ 

Immigration  fund       -            -            -  2,319 

Boadfiind     ,            .            .            •  9,826 

Education  fond          -            -           -  642 

Harbour  dredge  fund-            -            -  136 

Casuid  reTenMe  of  tb©  Crown  -            -  82 

Castries  town  fund     -            -            -  1,172 

Towns  and  villages  fund         -           -  415 

Bevenue  officers'  reward  fund            -  37 


Making  a  total  of  -£7,627 

6.  The  amount  of  expenditure  was — 

On  accent  of  immigration 

„  roads  and  bridges 

„  education 

„  harbour  dredge 

„  casual  revenue  •> 

„  town  of  Castries 

I,  other  town^  and  villages 

,i  revenue  officers'  reward 

Maldng  a  total  of        -  £10*347 

The  excess  in  expenditure  was  met  out  of  the  balances  to  the 
credit  of  the  respective  fiinda  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. 

7.  The  ftinds  for  immigration,  roads  and  bridges,  education,  and 
harbour  dredge  were  derived  as  follows : — for  immigration,  from 
an  export  duty  of  4dl  per  100  lbs.  of  sugar.  Is,  per  puncheon  of 
rum,  and  6d.  per  puncheon  of  molasses ;  for  roads  and  bridges, 
from  an  export  duty  of  M.  per  100  lbs.  of  sugar,  2s.  per  puncheon 
of  rum,  and  Is.  per  puncheon  of  molasses,  and  also  from  a  tax  of 
6s,  per  annum  on  all  males  (with  some  few  exceptions)  between 
the  ages  Qfl6  and  60  resident  in  the  Colony ;  for  education,  from 
an  export  duty  of  Is.  per  100  lbs.  of  coffee,  6d.  per  100  lbs.  of 
cocoa,  8^,  per  ton  of  logwood,  4«.  per  cord  of  firewood,  2s.  per 
barrel  of  cnarcoal,  and  6^.  for  each  hide,  also  from  a  tax  of  4:d.  per 
foot  of  the  length  of  each  boati  flat  and  canoe,  and  a  5s.  quarterly 
license  for  every  hawker  of  goods ;  and  for  the  harbour  dredge,  a 
tonnage  duty  of  3cf.  per  ton  on  all  vessels  loading  or  unloading 
cargo  at  the  port  of  Castries. 

8.  The  whole  of  these  duties  and  taxes^  with  the  exception  of 
the  capitation  road  tax,  have,  I  am  bappy  to  be  aUe  to  state,  been 
abolished  by  recent  legislation. 
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9.  The  fines  and  fees  imposed  and  collected  in  the  courts  of    St.  ^voia, 
inferior  jurisdiction  are  also  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  education        '"'^ 
fund^  which  is  further  supplemented  by  an  annual  grant  in  fud 

from  general  revenue  of  600/, 

10.  The  Castries  town  funds  are  derived  from  a  Ux  upon 
bouses  and  lots  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  wharfage 
and  water  dues  payable  by  vessels  loading  or  unloading  at  the 
port,  and  from  licenses  for  the  sale  of  various  articles  of  mer- 
chandise and  for  the  keep  of  dogs  in  the  town ;  and  the  towns  and 
villages  funds,  from  a  tax  on  the  houses  and  lots  of  land  in  the 
several  outlying  towns  and  villages. 

11.  The  revenue  officers' reward  fund  is  made  np  from  fines 
imposed  upon  the  officers,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  seizures  and 
penalties  made  and  recovered  by  them,  and  the  casual  revenue  of 
the  Crown  from  the  sales  and  rents  of  Crown  lands. 

12.  The  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  special  funds  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  6,651/. 

PubKc  Debt 

13.  The  pnblio  debt  of  the  Colony  in  1874  was  nominally 
45,000/. ;  namely,  16^000/,  the  amount  of  the  Imperial  guaranteed 
loan  contracted  in  1854  for  immigration  purposes,  and  30,000/, 
the  amount  of  debentures  authorised  to  be  issued  by  an  Ordinance 
passed  in  April  1874  to  raise  funds  for  the  establishment  of  a 
central  siupir  factory.  The  actual  debt,  however,  was  only 
18,604/.,  the  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  15,000/,  loan 
amounting  at  the  cbse  of  the  year  to  10,596/.,  and  the  amount  of 
debentures  sold  being  14,200/.  only.  The  Imperial  guaranteed 
loan  will  be  altogether  extinguished  in  June  1880,  and  a  certain 
number  of  debenture  notes  wul  be  paid  off  annually.  The  neces- 
sary funds  for  the  redemption  of  both  are  remitted  regularly  to 
the  Crown  agents  for  the  Colonies, 

Public  Works. 

14.  The  following  important  works  were  undertaken  during  the 
year; — The  erection  of  a  general  hospital  to  accommodate  80 

f)atients,  with  surgeons'  quarters  and  oth^r  smtable  out-officea, 
mproved  accommodation  for  lunatics,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
public  wharves  in  Castries.  The  auxiliary  hospitds  at  Soufriere 
and  Vieuxfort  and  the  annexe  to  the  public  buildings  in  Castries 
were  completed,  and  sundry  repairs  to  the  Boyal  Gaol  and  other 
buildings  were  efiected.  The  whole  expenditure  for  tlie  above 
purposes  was  6,197/.  0^,  3^. 

15.  The  central  su|;ar  factor v  was  also  commenced.  It  is  being 
erected  in  the  extensive  and  lertile  valley  of  Gband  Cul-de-Sao. 
The  builders  ^e  the  well-known  firm  of  !^awcett,  Preston,  Ai  Co., 
of  Liverpool,  who  have  contraoted  to  complete  it  by  the  and  of 
the^  year  1875.    The  priee  eontrac^  fior  is  90,000/. 
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St.  Luoia.  Legislation. 

16.  Twelve  Ordinances  were  piused  in  1870^  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  most  important : — 

No.  2  of  Ist  April  1874,  "  For  the  Prevention  of  cruelty  to 
^^  Animals.''  This  Ordinance  is  based  upon  the  Imperial  Act 
There  was  previously  no  law  in  the  Colony  to  protect  animals 
agwist  cruelty,  and  the  ill-treatment  of  beasts  of  burthen  and  of 
cattle  intended  for  slaughter  having  been  represented  to  the 
Executive  by  an  influentially-signed  memorial,  the  measure  was 
submitted  to  the  Legislature  and  was  unanimously  approved. 

No.  3  of  1st  April  1874, "  To  make  provision  for  Bank  Holidays, 
<'  and  respecting  Obligations  to  do  certain  acts  on  such  days." 
The  form  of  the  Act  pissed  in  Barl^ados,  with  the  same  object,  has 
been  adhered  to.  The  schedule  of  this  Ordinance,  however,  con- 
tains two  more  holidays  than  that  of  the  Act  from  which  it  is 
taken.  It  was  foimd  necessary  to  include  the  1st  of  January  and 
the  Feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  as  they  have  been  observed  as  holi- 
days in  this  Colony  from  the  time  of  the  capitulation. 

No.  4,  1st  April  1874,  **  To  make  better  provision  for  securing 
^'  the  Health  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Islcmd."  Previous  legis- 
lation on  this  head  having  been  found  to  be  ineffective  in  practice, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  repeal  existing  Ordinances,  and  to 
substitute  the  present  enactment,  which  enables  the  board  of 
health  to  appoint  officers  and  to  take  immediate  action  in  cases 
of  sanitary  emergency. 

No.  6,  18th  April  1874,  **To  promote  the  establishment  of 
'^  Central  Sugar  Factories,  and  to  authorise  the  raising  of  a  Loan 
**  for  that  purpose."  One  of  the  features  of  the  central  factory 
scheme,  which  received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
was  that  one  fourth  of  the  capital  of  any  company  formed  for 
carrying  out  the  scheme  should  be  subscribed  by  the  Colony, 
the  amount  to  be  raised  by  debentures  and  secured  upon  the 
revenue^  and  general  assets  of  the  Colony.  It  is  farther  provided 
that  the  Colony  shall  pay  for  two  years  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
.  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  remaining  shares.  The  capital  of 
the  company  having  been  fixed  at  100,000/.,  this  Ordinance  autho- 
rises the  raising  of  30,000/.  in  the  manner  above  stated,  to  be 
applied  in  payment  of  the  shares  subscribed  on  behalf  of  the 
Colony  and  of  the  interest  during  two  years  on  the  remaining 
shares.  In  order  to  afford  every  facility  to  the  company  at 
starting,  import  duty  has  been  remitted  for  a  period  of  two  years 
in  respect  of  all  articles  required  in  the  erection  of  the  company's 
works,  and  for  carrying  on  the  company's  business. 

No.  7,  Ist  June  1874,  **To  promote  Immigration."  The 
object  of  this  measure  was  to  induce  immigration  into  this  Colony 
from  Barbados,  and  to  place  such  immigration  under  Government 
controL  Certain  inducements  are  held  out  to  the  superfluous 
population  of  that  island,  and  an  §ngagement  is  entered  into  to 
provide  a  back  passage  gratis  at  the  end  of  a  year  to  any  immi- 
grant who  can  prove  Uiat  he  has  during  that  time  earned 'ten 
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pooncls.    The  Ordinance  containa  proyiaions  for  faoiUtaling  such     St.  Lucu. 

proof.     The  provisions  of  the  Ordmance  may  be  applied  by  the        

Legislature  to  other  places  besides  Barbados. 

No.  8,  3rd  September  1874,  <<  To  facilitate  the  execution  of 
''  Public  Works,  and  the  acquisition  of  land  required  for  them." 
This  Ordinance  has  for  its  object  to  compel,  under  arbitration, 
private  obstructiveness  to  yield  to  public  advantage,  and  is  similar 
in  its  spirit  and  its  scope  to  the  enactments  with  a  like  object 
which  have  long  existed  in  England  and  the  more  advanced 
colonies. 

No.  9, 3rd  September  1874,  ^'  An  Ordinance  respecting  Actions 
^^  by  and  agunst  Joint  Stock  and  other  Companies.''  This  Chdi- 
nance  gives  status  in  this  Colony  to  joint  stock  and  other 
companies  created  or  recognised  elsewhere.  This  enactment 
was  necesflitated  by  the  formation  of  the  ^^St.  Lucia  Central 
*'  Sugar  Factory  Company,  Limited." 

Na  10,  3rd  September  1874,  **To  ratify  and  confirm  certain 
*'  Bules  and  Orders  of  the  Boyal  Court.''  The  object  of  this 
Ordinance  is  to  confirm  certain  rules  of  procedure  made  by  the 
Chief  Justice  to  be  followed  in  the  Royal  Court  The  object  of 
these  rules  is  to  do  away  with  many  anomalies,  and  to  simplify 
the  hitherto  cumbrous  procedure  of  our  law  courts. 

No.  12,  6th  October  1874,  ''  Respecting  vacant  lands."  The 
original  titles  to  land  in  this  Colony  were  concessions  firom  the 
Government;  to  these  concessions  were  attached  certain  con- 
ditions, the  chief  of  these  conditions  were  that  the  lands  should, 
within  a  certain  time,  be  brought  into  and  afterwards  maintained 
in  cultivation,  otherwise  fhey  were  to  revert  to  the  Crown. 
Owing  to  the  vicissitudes  of  repeated  capture  and  internal  disorder, 
the  condition  was  in  some  cases  unfulfilled,  or,  in  many  instances, 
cultivated  lands  were  abandoned  by  those  who  had  obtained  grants. 
The  descendants  of  the  original  proprietors  have,  in  certain  cases, 
retained  a  sort  of  dormant  interest  in  the  grants,  and  in  others 
the  land  has  been  entirely  forsaken.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  has  become  a  matter  of  very  great  difficulty  to  ascertain  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  in  the  large  tracts  of  uncultivated  land  in  the 
Colony.  The  natural  increase  of  population  and  wealth  has 
caused  a  demand  for  land  to  spring  up,  and,  in  order  to  protect  the 
Crown  in  disposing  of  such  lands,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
provide  the  safeguards  embodied  in  the  provisions  of  this  enact- 
ment. 

Population. 
17.  The  following  information  is  obtained  from  the  returns  of 
the  R^strar-GeneraL  The  population  on  the  3l8t  December 
1874  is  estimated  at  33,630..  The  number  of  births  during  the 
year,  including  90  still-births,  was  1,604,  796  nudes  and  709  fe- 
males ;  and  the  number  of  deaths  1,046, 578  males  and  468  females. 
Exclusive  of  still-births,  the  birth  rate  per  cent  of  the  population 
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given  ifl  made  19  m  fcttima: — 

Children  ander  1 

From  1  to  15  yeata 

Adnlta      - 


2*88.    The  death  rate  as  above 


'66  peroeat. 
•88 
1-34 


M 


18.  The  table  of  mortality  Aam  that  the  wmhet  tt  deattks 
lutder  one  year,  not  oonntingstitt-burthBaa  deaths  was  220 ; 


Froca.  1  to 
5 
10 
15 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 


»> 
»> 

M 

»> 


5  jeara 

10  „ 

15  „ 

20  „ 

30  „ 

40  „ 

50  , 

60  „ 

70  „ 


70  years  and  upwards  - 
Total 


215 
52 
26 
42 
91 
71 
51 
39 
65 
84 

956 


19.  The  following  table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates^  in- 
cluding still-births,  from  1869,  the  year  in  whioh  the  system  of 
registration  of  births  and  deaths  came  into  operation,  to  1874 : — 


Tmt. 

Fopaktioii. 

Birtiu. 

Deaths. 

BkthBate. 

DeatkBate. 

ia«» 

•O^Tft 

l^» 

884 

4-49 

S*7& 

ifi7a 

80»800 

1,418 

817 

4*60 

S-65 

1871 

81^1 

1,479 

901 

4*71 

rST 

i9n 

91,f90 

1,611 

880 

4-7a 

1*W. 

MM 

M,«01 

Miti 

948 

4-66 

%'^ 

1B74 

38,17S 

1,504 

1,046 

4-53 

3*15 

20.  The  deadi  rate  m  1874  was  higlier  than  m  previous  y^ears, 
wMoh  may  be  accounted  for  chieflj  by  the  prevalence  of  dywmlry 
in  the  town  of  Soufrt^  and  its  environs.  The  number  of  deaths 
in  the  Soufri^re  district  was  412,  considerably  more  than  one  third 
of  the  deaths  in  the  whtde  island. 

2Li.  A  commisMon  of  inquiry  waa  issued  to  ascertain  the  causes 
leading  to  the  excessive  mortality,  and  the  report  went  to  show 
that  it  arose  from  unwholesome  and  insufficient  food,  impure  water,^ 
and  overcrowding  in  small  and  badly  ventilated  apartments. 

22.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  enfiurge  the  area  of  the  town  for 
bttSdkig  pwpoees^  and  a  pfoject  &r  ikm  intnMfawtiin  of  pnrer 
water  is  und^coanderatisB.  Thfc  oflfc&ar  oanMr  of  nklmsiri  is  b»* 
yond  G^ofvmment  oontso^  and  will}  IliM:i.eotttina&  la^rt  alii 
^peopl%  by  mi  «Eperienca,  arerhmu^  to  sea  that:  lii  in  better 
Iw  them  to  notgkfcAe  body  with  iJwWMfiM*  thro  iadaakk 
with  imwiTySnwy% 
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23.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  report  any  improyement  in  the  St.  lorou. 
morak  of  the  peojde.     The  marriages  in   1874  numbered  71,  as  — — ' 
against  169  in  the  prcnrious  year,  and  of  the  bird»  927  were  illegi- 
timate against  57A  Intimate. 

Savings  £ank^  Sfc^ 

24.  A  savings  bank  was  established  in  ISfh  The  advantage 
it  affords  for  small  savings  has  not,  however,  been  hitherto  appre- 
ciated. The  numbei  of  depositors  in  1874  was  35 ;  the  amorait 
deposited  169/.  9s^  aad  the  amount  withdrawn.  95/.  0^.  5d,  In- 
terest at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent*  per  axmum.  is  allowed  on 
deposits. 

Ecclesiastical. 

20k  The  ecclesiaetical  establishment  remains  the  SMaa  a»  hst 
year.  There  are  10  Boman  Catholic  priests  and  two  Protestant 
ministers.  The  legislative  grant  is  1,500/.,  of  which  sum  1,100/. 
is  paid  to  the  former,  and  4(M>£  to  Ae  latter. 

jsducattwt* 

26.  Public  education  contiaues  to  be  chiefly  imparted  in  the 
schools  of  the  Mico  Charity,  of  which  there  were  11  in  different 
parts  df  the  Coiony  m  1874.  The  mnfttor  of  pupils  on  the^  rolls 
dtning  the  year  was  1,692.  The  eos^of  mm^sma^  these  sehook 
was  1,059^  Ilr.  lOcf.,  of  which  sim»  60M  was  ooB^bcrte«i  hy^  Ae 
Colony,  and  969/.  11*.  lOrf.  was  provided  by  the  charity. 

27.  There  were  five  Roman  Catholic  schools  in  operation  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  pupils  on  the  rolls  was  874,  and  the 
cost  of  the  schools  57 1£,  I3ie  whole  of  which  sum  was  paid  out  of 
public  funds. 

28.  The  sisters  of  St  Joseph  of  Cluny  con&me  to  keep  their 
school  for  giris;  the  nwdber  of  solars  returned  in  1874  was 
51.  There  was  also  another  school  kept  in  Castries  at  which 
children  of  both  sexes  up  to  the  age  of  eight  years  were  received. 
The  number  attending  duriag^  u£e  vear  was  44.  These  schools 
are-  maintained  by  voluntary  contribntinnB  and  fees  from  the 
parents  of  the  pupils. 

Trade. 

29.  The  fiJbwing  statements  exhiibit  the  votae  of  the  imports 
and  exports  for  the  last  three  years :  — 

lafjt     -        »        .  U64O37 

1874       -  •  -     133,008. 

O  2 
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St.  Lucu.  ExporU. 

£ 

1872  ...  184,622 

1873  -  -  -  151,011 

1874  -  .  .  146,858 

30.  The  following  are  the  valaee  of  the  imports  and  exports 
firom  and  to  the  Beveral  counties  with  wluch  trade  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  jear: — 


Imports. 

Elcports. 

United  Kingdom       .... 
British  PoMestionB    .           .           .           - 
France          .          ^           -           -           • 
French  Colonies       .           .           -           - 
United  States            .... 
Other  foreign  places  -           -           .           - 

a 

54,041 

88,608 

8,797 

8,564 

27,688 

818 

a 

127,418 
8,129 
1,498 
9,697 
5,121 

31.  A  oonaiderable  quantity  of  British  manafactoFed  goods 
continues  to  be  imported  yi&  St.  Nazaire. 

Shipping. 

32.  The  following  statements  show  the  number,  tonnage,  and 
crews  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  Port  of  Castries  (the 
only  port  of  entry  and  clearance)  in  the  last  three  years : — 

Entered. 


No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1872 
1878 
1874 

255 
245 
240 

19,284 
18,798 
19,898 

1,526 
1,434 
1,442 

Cleared. 

No. 

T6ns. 

Crews. 

1872 
1878 
1874 

274 
250 
253 

Ill 

1,485 
1,448 
1,568 

33.  The  Englishand  French  mail  steamers,  of  which  there  are 
four  of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter  every  month,  although 
bringing  and  taking  away  cargo,-  do  not  come  to  an  entry  at  tne 
Custom  House,  consequently  th^r  tonnage  is  not  included  in  the 
above  statements. 
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Affriculturt, 

34.  Fears  were  very  generally  entertamed  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  year  that  the  sugar  crop  of  1874  would  have  fiJlen 
short  of  that  of  1873.  The  result,  howeyer,  has,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  &r  from  justified  these  fears,  the  crop  of  last  year  having 
exceeded  that  of  1873  by  1,297,560  lbs.  The  following  statement 
shows  the  quantities  of  produce  shipped  in  the  last  three  years  :«- 


St.  Luou. 


1872. 


1878. 


1874. 


Sugar  - 
Molasses 
Bum  " 
Cocoa    - 


lbs. 
galls. 

» 
lbs. 


18,510,850 

S57,015 

3,728 

246,811 


12,076,500 
176,800 

881  ' 
280,478 


18,874,060 

282,800 

5,97a 

255,614 


35.  As  the  crop  season  of  1874  was  unusually  unfavourable  for 
the  manufacture  of  sugar,  the  frequent  rains  inducing  a  diminished 
yield  of  crystalUzable  juice,  the  mcrease  in  the  quantity  of  sugar 
shipped  must  be  attributed  to  more  extended  cultivation. 

36.  During  the  year  cane  culture  received  an  unwonted 
stimulus  from  the  introduction  of  the  central  factory  system, 
Mr.  Des  Yoeux  having,  by  unwearied  exertions,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  support  of  capitalists  in  England,  a  company  was 
formed  early  in  the  year  for  carrying  out  the  system  in  this  Colony. 
The  company  offered  assistance  to  the  contributory  planters  to 
enable  them  to  cultivate  on  a  larger  scale,  and  the  effects  are 
abundantlv  apparent  in  the  Grand  Cul-de-Sac  Valley  (a  hitherto 
but  scantily  cultivated  tract  of  land),  in  which  the  factory  is  being 
erected. 

Manufactures. 

37.  Though  individual  planters  have  recognised  the  necessity 
of  importing  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  an  improved 
quality  of  sugar,  such  isolated  efforts  appear  of  small  moment 
when  contrasted  with  the  great  work  with  the  same  object  of 
which  this  year  witnessed  the  commencement.  Preparations  for 
putting  up  machinery  of  the  most  recent  and  approved  descrip- 
tion, capable  of  turning  out  a  minimum  of  2,000  tons  of  crystallized 
sugar,  were  in  active  progress  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 
The  central  factory  experiment,  involving,  as  it  does,  most  im- 
portant issnes,  is  being  watched  vrith  great  interest  in  this  and 
neighbouring  colonies,  and  its  success  will  mark  the  year  1874  as 
havmg  inaugurated  a  career  of  vast  improvement  in  the  sugar 
manumcture  of  St.  Lucia. 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

38.  There  is  only  one  prison  in  the  island,  the  ^^  Boyal  Gaol  ^ 
in  Castries.    It  contains  10  cells  on  the  ground  floor,  12  asso- 
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St.  Loouu    oiated  wards  in  the  second  storj,  and  three  lar^e  associated  wards 
— —        in  the  attic,  used  for  female  prisoners.    The  daily  average  number 
in  prison  durbg  the  jtai  was  27^  and  &ere  was  but  one  death. 
The  iotal  cost  of  the  prison  was  408Z.  Is.  6dL 

39«  The  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1874  was 
900.  Of  these  there  were  mx  for  debt,  162  for  safe  costody  iffl 
trial  or  for  want  of  securitj,  and  192  for  purposes  of  penal  im- 
piisonment,  of  which  number  149  were  males,  and  43  fomales. 

40.  The  number  of  eonvietioBs  in  ihe  superior  orimiaal  oourt 
was  24,  and  the  nsinber  of  acquittals  14.  Iq  the  inferior  courts 
the  nmnber  of  convictions  was  827,  and  the  number  of  acquittals 
596. 

41.  The  following  statement  exhibits  the  offences  and  Ae 
number  of  each  offence  of  which  the  persons  were  convicted  :*- 

Murder            -            -            -  .  i 

R^e  .            .            -            .  -  1 

Other  offences  against  the  person  -  342 

ProBdial  larceny            -            -  -  24 

Other  offences  against  property  -  50 

Against  Masters  and  oervants  Ads  -  30 

^fGscellaneous  minor  offences    -  -  403 

42.  Thera  were  eoDtenuating  ciroamate&oas  oomeoted  wkh  the 
murder  case,  and  the  prisoner  miving  been  veoommended  to  mer^, 
his  semteaoe  was  commuted  to  inmrisonment  with  hard  laboor  for 
life. 

Hospitals  and  Dispensaries. 

43.  The  number  ai  patients  in  hospital  at  the  lM|;inmng  ef  the 
year  was  63,  the  number  admitted  during  the  year  379,  and  ti» 
daily  average  in  hospital  71.  The  number  of  deaths  was  69,  or 
13*35  per  cent. ;  the  number  discharged  cured  was  254,  or  57*47 

.  per  cent. ;  the  number  relieved  52,  and  the  number  not  improved 
six.  The  number  remaining  in  hospital  at  the  end  «f  the  year 
wafl7L 

44.  The  number  of  persom  treated  at  the  dispeasarias  in  1874 
was  3,468,  aminst  1,187  treated  in  1873,  the  year  in  which  the 
system  came  fiurly  into  operation.  It  is  satia&otory  to  see  liiat  the 
people  appreciate  the  great  boon  which  ha«  been  confersed  upon 
them  by  this  institution,  whioh  no  doubt  has  been  the  means  of 
alleviating  much  suffering  and  saving  many  valuable  Uvea. 

Lunatic  Atrium. 

45.  A  more  commodious  and  better  adapted  place  for  the  re- 
ception and  care  of  lunatics  than  the  one  previously  in  use  has  been 
provided.  It  is,  however,  but  a  temporary  measure,  and  does  not 
possess  the  means  for  pursuing  proper  curative  treatment.  It  is 
hoped  that  ere  loug  the  projected  scheme  of  a  general  asylum  at 
Barbados  will  be  canned  out,  in  whkh  case  the  lunatics  liere  will 
be  transferred  to  dut  institution. 
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46.  13m  jnunber  of  innuitos  «t  the  begUmii^  <)f  Ae  7M 
14,  and  the  number  mdmitted  cUnriw  the  year  was  18.  There 
were  three  deaths,  and  four  were  discharged.  Of  the  82  patients 
in  the  asylum  during  the  year,  only  three  were  dangerous  lunatieci. 

47.  Eyerything  is  done  to  make  these  unfortunate  people  as 
com&rtable  as  circumstancai  will  permit. 

Charitable  and  Literary  In»titutions, 

48.  The  following  are  the  charitable  institutions  in  the 
Colony:  — 

One  general  and  one  auxiliary  hospital  in  the  town  of  Castries. 
Two  auxiliary  or  transmitting  hospitals :  one  in  the  town  of 

Soufri^re,  the  other  in  the  town  of  Yieux&udt. 
One  lunatic  asylum  near  Castries,  and  nine  dispensaries,  one  in 

each  parish  of  the  island. 
At  aU  these  instituti<uis  medicines  and  medical  assifitance  are 
gratuitously  afforded. 

49.  There  is  a  public  library  and  reading-room  in  Castries,  and 
a  readinj?-room  in  Soufiriere.  Both  receive  Government  aid,  but 
are  chiefly  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 
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General  JRemarks* 

50.  The  progress  in  llie  material  proeperity  of  ike  Cdmy 
during  the  last  few  years  has  been  marked.  The  following  com- 
parative tablesi,  exhibiting  the  results  under  the  several  heads 
mentioned  in  them  in  the  two  quinquennial  periods  ending  respec- 
tively in  1869  and  1874,. will  fuUy  illustrate  this:— 

CoMPABATiVB  STATEMENT  of  BxvENUE  and  ExPENMTUEB.  The  value  of 
In^>orts  and  Exports,  the  amount  raised  firom  Import  and  Export 
Duty,  and  the  Duty  on  Rum  during  the  five  years  1865  to  1869  and 
1870  to  1874. 


1 

r«ur. 

Qmsnl 

Imports. 

Import 
Daly. 

Exports. 

Dnty. 

INm 

Berenue. 

Expenditure. 

JH^. 

1S65 
1S66 
1867 
1868 
1869 

A 
12,727 
15,284 
13^442 
15^46 
14^88 

12,301 
16,410      i 
14,296 
18,810 
18,688 

£ 
70,758 
91,505 
71,188 
97,846 
90,965 

£ 
4,709 
6,526 
5,233 
6,611 
6,142 

£ 
107,821 
109,488 
93,832 
121,366 
118,164 

£ 
1,889 
2,228 
2,083 
2,376 
2,738 

fi 
4,024 
fi^DOS 
4,664 
5,890 
5,«00 

71,792 

69,455 

422,212 

29,228 

550,166 

11,879 

24,731 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 

16^67 
18,807 
21,052 
19,908 
21,131 

14,602 
16,980 
17,843 
20,347 
24,268 

106,285 
121,384 
151,195 
116,037 
183,006 

6,706 
8,536 
10,348 
9,562 
9,258 

147^72 
171,461 
184,622 
151,011 
146,858 

«^5 
8,832 
8,716 
3,426 
3,660 

fi»954 

6,014 
6,614 
5,706 
7,147 

96,265 

94,040 

627,907 

44,410 

801,124 

17,889 

81,434 
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St.  LtjGu.     CoMPABATiyE  Statement  of  the  Sebyicbs  for  which  Expbnditurb 
— »  has  heen  materiallj  increased  and  of  New  Seryices,  during  the  five 

years  1865-69  and  1870-74. 


Y«ur. 


1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 


1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 


il 


%^ 


18 

45 

882 

332 

76 


848 


176 

101 

118 

1,623 

6,197 


8,215 


581 
413 
618 
754 
660 


8,026 


1,371 
917 
1,122 
2,514 
8,580 


9,504 


I 

is 


Number 

of 
Patients 
treated. 


807 
496 
581 
551 
450 


2,385 


638 
1,038 
1,098 
1,306 
1,887 


5,412 


118 

150 

99 

78 

116 


561 


176 

257 

297 

1,674 

3,910 


6,214 


5?, 


346 
424 
424 
424 
507 


2,125 


515 

698 

962 

1,047 

1,259 


4,481 


^1 

P 

ft'S 


ft 

50 

NiL 

12 


72 


48 
275 

76 
128 

58 


575 


Nil. 


327 
43 

466 
76 

522 


1,434 


EhcQ 


NIL 


780 
500 


1,280 


61.  The  value  of  property  has  also  very  consideiably  increased. 
To  cite  one  or  two  out  of  mainr  instances  in  support  of  this,  I 
would  mention  that  the  '*  Fond  estate,  which  was  purchased  in 
1864  for  4,400i,  was  sold  in  1874  for  8,500/;  and  the  «  Union'' 
estate,  purchased  in  1866  for  1,500/.,  was  refused  to  be  sold  by 
the  owner  in  1874  for  less  than  6,000/. 

52.  A  portion  of  uncultivated  Crown  land  in  the  valley  of 

Grand  Cul-de-Sac  was  put  up  for  sale  at  public  auction,  for  which 

bids  were  offered  at  the  rate  of  7/.  per  acre,  but  this  being  con- 

.  ddered  under  its  value  it  was  withdrawn.     A  year  or  two  ago 

this  land  would  have  been  considered  well  sold  at  SI  per  acre. 

(Signed)        Maokamaba.  Dix, 

Administrator  of  the  Government 
Government  Office,  St.  Luda, 
August  28, 1875. 
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MONTSEERAT. 


MOMTSBKRAT. 


No.  9. 

Governor  Bebkblet,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  of  Carnabyok. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua, 
My  Lobd,  October  11,  1876. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  Blue 
Book  of  Montserrat  for  1874^  with  a  report  thereon  from  Presi- 
dent Porter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Qeobge  Bebkelet, 

Qt)vemor. 
The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sib,  Montserrat,  September  30,  187^. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  His  Excellency  Governor 
Berkeley  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Presidency,  accompanied  by  my 
report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Neale  Pobtee, 
President 
To  His  Honour  the  Colonial  Secretary 
of  the  Leeward  Islands. 


Finance. 


Bevenue. 


1S73 
1873 
1874 


4,477    8  11 
4,941  12 
4,647  15     9: 


Expenditure. 


&  8.  d. 

4,848  5  8j 

4,704  8  111 

5,088  7  6| 


Imperial  Post  Office  receipts  and  remittances  deducted. 

The  expenditure  of  1874  exceeded  the  revenue  by  390/.  Ws.  9d. ; 
of  this  excess  a  large  portion  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  much  needed 
liberal  expenditure  on  the  roads  of  the  Island.  During  1874  I 
reraonded  to  the  general  demand  for  road  improvement  by  de- 
votmg  to  that  important  work  a  part  of  the  considerable  cash 
reserve  of  this  Presidency.  The  expenditure  on  vaccination  also 
largely  exceeded  the  amoimt  estimated.  With  respect  to  revenue, 
import  duty  and  fees  save  less  than  the  amounts  estimated. 

Jlie  deficiency  in  the  amount  from  fees  was  owing  principally 
to  judicial  disanangements  and  delays  attendant  on  a  change  c^ 
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MovTflBs&AT.  system,  and  borne  by  the  inhabitants  of  Montserrat  with  a  patience 
-— ~        and  good  temper  at  once  remarkable  Mid  eommendable. 

On  some  heads  receipts  went  beyond  the  amounts  estimated 
The  general  result  under  ail  heads  showed  118/.  4«.  2d.  less  than 
the  aggregate  sum  of  estimated  revenue.  Tliis  Island  has  no 
public  debt  The  final  instahnent  due  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
msQt  <m  the  Eardi<|Dake  Loan  of  1843  was  paid  in  1873. 

Trade. 


1873 
1878 
1874 


Imports. 


S7,667  12  11 
20,700  6  10 
23,987  17     0 


ExpotttL 


A  t.  d. 

29,786  4  0 

86,783  15  0 

83,079  5  0 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  general  movement  of  external  trade  in 
each  of  these  years  reached  almost  precisely  the  same  total,  yiz., 
about  £6,0002. 

Of  the  imports  four-fifths  came  from  British  ColiHiies,  and 
fonr-fifl^  of  these  four-fifths  were  suppEed  from  Badbadoa.  Of 
the  exports  nine-tenths  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Affrictdture. 

lomgnificant  with  respect  to  territory,  population,  commerce, 
and  revenue,  as  tins  littie  island  b,  even  in  comparison  with  most 
of  the  other  small  possessions  of  the  Crown  in  these  seas,  com- 
prised in  the  Leeward  Islands  command,  an  extensive  and  ex- 
tending lime  cultivation  and  manufiEUSture  of  lime  products  give 
it  the  important  advantage  of  having  a  weU-estabushed  second 
staple  article  of  export. 

It  is  to  Sturge's  Montserrat  Company,  Limited,  an  English 
associaticm,  that  are  due  the  permanent  estaUidimeBt  and  profit- 
able development  of  this  interesting  industry  which  affonis  an 
employment,  in  the  ooUectbn  and  manipulation  of  the  ripe  limes, 
well  suited  to  female  and  juvenile  labourers. 

The  Company  have  at  present  from  500  to  600  acres  of  lime 
trees  in  frill  bearing,  and  have  just  commenced  the  gradual  con- 
version of  sugar  estates  they  have  lately  purchas^  into  lime 
plantations. 

JEV<Hn  the  ripe  limes  axe  made  ordinary  lime  juice,  coBeentmted 
lime  juice,  and  lime  juice  ess^iCQ. 

The  gradual  recovery  of  Mcmtserrat  during  the  last  15  ysaii 
from  a  vary  low  point  of  d^ression  to  a  degme  of  snbstantiid 
imosperity  is  to  be  altributM  ^rery  moch  te  Ae  aid  (whiik&  m£ 
course  seeking  their  own  advantage)  affooadad  to  enei^tio  aad 
industrious  jdanters  by  the  Company^  refisrved  to,  and  1>y  local 
camtalists.  Steady  and  pensevermg  individuals  kam  haen  fbr- 
mshed  with  neans  wherewith  to  eztond  aad  impfarc  onUmtioa, 
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reebxe  cKlaf^datod  bnildiiiM^  ^uid  subBtitvtte  ftr  tlM  tadiotts  oaitle 
mill  and  naoeriiui  windB^Tl,  muhmarj  mored  W  Btetm  powac 

The  ooltlv!«ti(Hi  of  the  prinoipal  product  of  this  kuMd,  Ae 
aagfyr  eaae,  is  <»rrifid  on  in  tiie  cbffenont  «toges  of  pffepnring  the 
ground^  planting,  weeding^  and  reaping,  generally  on  Ae  tuk 
wikk  system. 

The  work  is  haid  eoaiigh  while  it  haim,  bat  the  kbonren,  male 
and  female,  who  oommence  working  at  6.30  njm,  finish  their  iaak 
at  about  11  a.m. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  agiionltural  labourers  and  rural 
artizans,  carpenters,  masons^  &o.  are  owners  or  renters  of  pieoes  of 
land  ranging  from  half  an  acre  to  two  or  three  acres  in  ezieai; 
and  planted  in  canes  or  provisionB.  l^e  lower  slopes  of  the  loftier 
and  the  sommits  of  the  lower  hills  of  this  mountainous  little 
island  are  marked  by  the  clearings  of  these  small  cultiyators,  and 
nothing  can  surpass  the  vigour  and  ^lergy  with  which  this 
peasantiy  of  African  descent  labour  on  these  holdings  of  their  own« 
Here  and  there  may  be  seen  tiie  creaking  cattle  mill  and  ^ren 
windmill  which,  with  a  little  boiling  house,  some  labourer  or 
mechanic,  intelligent,  frugal,  and  enterprising  beyond  his  £^w)s, 
has  contrived  to  ^ect,  and  to  this  littie  fMstory  his  neighbours 
carry  their  bundles  of  ripe  canes  to  be  converted  into  sugar,  one 
third  of  which  is  kept  as  remuneration  by  the  manufacturer. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  may  be  sud  in  favour  of  sugar 
making  on  a  large  scale  and  by  scientific  processes,  I  consider  the 
existence,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  this  peasant  proprietoi'ship  and 
industry  to  be  a  most  useful  and  valuable  variety  of  elemeaot  in 
the  social  fabric  of  this  community  of  agriculturists. 

The  sugar  lands  of  many  pzonrietors  of  considerable  importance 
are  cultivated  more  or  less  ea  nie  half  system,  a  system  by  which 
the  peasant  occupiers  of  nnall  plots  of  land  are  bound  to  gcow 
canes  which  are  brought  at  crop  time  to  the  works  of  the  pro- 
prietor who  retains  half  the  sugar  produced  as  rent  finr  his  land. 

By  this  system  proprietors  lad^og  oa{Atal  have  been  able  to 
restore  gradually  to  a  state  of  cultivation  properties  whioh  after 
emancipation  were  almost  abandoned,  but  such  proprietors  when 
they  have  achieved  a  certain  position,  and  by  th^r  savings,  car  by 
the  assistance  of  capitalists,  can  command  sufficient  means,  Aow 
a  di^KMution  to  ffive  up  the  half  system  and  Us  troublesome  details 
arising  from  deiuii^  with  a  nmnher  <tf  small  tenants  payiiig  leat 
in  kind^  and  to  carry  on  the  buidness  of  their  estates  <m  the  footing 
of  employers  of  labour  paying  money  wages,  and  thoson^hly  ecn- 
trolling  both  cultivation  and  manufacture. 

The  AV^^ra^e  rain£ftllon  a  plantation  of  lime  trees  in  the  north 
past  of  the  Inland,  250  feet  above  sea  level,  was  for  15  years, 
1860-74,  63,128  ins. ;  on  an  estate  cultivated  in  sugar  cane  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Island,  225  feet  above  sea  level,  the  average  for 
14  years,  1862-74,  was  54,322  ins. ;  on  a  lime  estate  to  the 
northward,  1,150  feet  above  sea  level,  the  average  for  nine  years, 
1866-74,  was  75,749  ins. 
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MoNTSBiuuT.  xhe  equal  temperature  of  the  Island  is  shown  by  the  small 
daOy  range  of  the  thermometer,  which  rarely  exceeds  8**  Fahren- 
heit,  and  the  annual  difference  between  highest  maximum  and 
lowest  nunimum,  taken  by  a  self-i*egi8termg  thermometer,  is 
onlyl7^ 

The  average  temperature  taken  at  10  aon.  every  day  is  about 
79^,  and  the  mean  temperature  (difference  between  highest  maxi- 
mum and  lowest  minimum)  is  about  78^  Fahrenheit 

Education. 

The  Federal  Education  Act  passed  by  GK>vemor  Irving,  and 
which  came  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1875), 
brings  all  the  schools  of  the  Leeward  Islands  under  the  supervision 
of  one  inspector  responsible  to  the  GK>vemor. 

Irregularity  in  his  visits  to  the  different  islands  will  not,  as  in 
the  case  of  judicial  functionaries,  occasion  any  public  incon- 
venience, and  will  have  the  advantage  of  keeping  local  managers 
of  schools  and  teachers  on  the  qui  vive. 

Sturge's  Montserrat  Company  have  lately  built  in  the  centre 
of  their  lime  properties  a  spacious  schoolroom,  with  teacher's 
house  attached,  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  that  part  of  the 
Island. 

Besides  obtaining  a  qualified  female  teacher  from  Antigua,  the 
companv  have  secured  the  services  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Westerby, 
late  bishop  of  the  Moravian  Church  in  these  islands,  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  school,  which  was  opened  in  May  this  year, 
1875. 

I  recently  paid  this  school  an  unexpected  visit,  and  found  pre- 
sent upwards  of  100  children  of  both  sexes  and  of  various  ages. 

The  work  of  this  school  is  evidently  conducted  on  a  system  in 
which  there  is  life,  intelligence,  and  oraer.  One  penny  a  week  is 
required  to  be  paid  by  each  pupil.  Bishop  Westerby  has  also  in 
operation  a  night  school  for  older  persons,  meeting  twice  a  week. 

On  the  whole  the  condition  of  this  little  land  of  9,000  souls  is 
one  of  moderate  but  soundly  based  material  prosperity. 

Signs  of  the  gradually  increasing  wealth  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  can  be  observed.  In  their  moral  state  there  is  very  much 
to  deplore,  but  in  estimating  it  great  allowance  must  be  made  for 
race  and  for  social  traditions,  and  there  must  be  remembered  the 
fact  that  hardly  40  years  have  elapsed  since  England  made  die 
bold,  righteous,  and  successful  experiment  of  emancipating  com- 
letely  fipom  slavery  the  black  and  coloured  populations  of  Her 
""est  India  Settlements. 

(Signed)        Nbale  Pobtbb, 
President. 
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NEVIS.  jsimviB. 

No.  10. 

Oovemor  Bebejblet^  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  of  Cabnabyon. 

Leeward  Islands,  Antigua, 
Mt  Lord,  November  10,  1875. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  Nevis 
for  1874,  with  a  report  thereon  from  Mr.  Jarvis  the  Acting 
President. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Sijp^ned)        Geoboe  Berkeley. 
The  Bight  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Gt>vemor. 

ftc.  &c.  &c. 


President  Jabvis  to  Governor  Bbbkelbt,  C.M.G. 

Sib,  President's  Office,  Nevis,  October  1876. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency,  in 
duplicate,  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Presidency  of  Nevis  for  the  year 
1874,  and  to  report  thereon  as  follows : — 

The  revenue  of  the  Presidency  including  a  balance  of  2,690/. 
13«.  d^cL  from  the  previous  year  was  8,01121  16^.  2^d.,  and  the 
expenditure  including  919/.  145.  0^^.  arrears  from  last  year,  and 
33/.  I6s.  T^d.,  loss  on  Post  Office  account,  was  6,595/.  Is.  5^(/. 
leaving  a  balance  of  l,416il  14«.  8}£/.,  of  which  the  sum  of  1,116/. 
I9s.  ll^d.  was  lent  to  the  Immigration  Fund. 

Public  Debt. 

The  oidv  public  debt  is  a  sum  of  3,000/.,  borrowed  from  the 
Colonial  ^ank  for  immigration  purposes,  under  the  authority  of 
Acts  Nos.  2  and  3  of  1874.  The  debt  bears  interest  at  six,  per 
cent.,  and  is  repayable  in  five  annual  instalments. 

Public  Works. 

The  enlargement  and  repair  of  the  general  hospital  was  com- 
pleted. 

Legislation. 

The  Acts  passed  during  the  year  were  as  follows : 
No..  1.  An  Act  to  inake  fiurtiier  provision  for  the  service  of  the 
Island  for  the  year  1873. 
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Kbtis.  No.  2.  An  Act  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  tbe  purpose  of 
assisting  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  introduction  of  Coolie  im- 
migrants into  the  Island  of  Nevis.^ 

No.  3.  An  Act  to  raise  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  introduction  of  Coolie 
immigrants  into  the  Island  of  Neviv. 

No.  4.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  a  corporate  body 
to  represent  the  Cborch  of  England  in  this  presidency. 

No.  5.  An  Act  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  assisting  to  pay  the 
amounts  now  ^e  to  public  officers  and  others. 

No.  &  An  Act  to  in^se  an  additional  doty  of  25  per  cent,  on 
thft  duties  now  poyahfe  on  the  imports  into,  and  exports  from  the 
Island  of  Neyis,  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  and  to  impoBe 
an  additional  25  per  cent,  on  the  sums  now  paid  for  rum  and 
liquor  licenses. 

Act  No*  4.  was  necessary  in.  coBsequenoe  of  the  dJaastaMiriiPMrpt 
and  disendowment  of  the  Church  of  £ngland  in  this  Presidency, 
and  gives  power  to  the  bishop,  clergy,  and  laity  of  the  Communion 
of  the  Church  in  Nevis,  in  assemblies  or  councils,  to  elect  a  church 
council,  for  the  purpose  of  framing  constitutions  and  regulations 
for  the  general  management,  discipline,  and  good  government  of 
the  said  Communioo,  fear  administering  the  property  ud  afihirs 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Nevis,  and  for  the  future  represen- 
tation of  the  members  of  the  said  Church  in  council. 

Cwil  E^idkluhmenL 

President  Campbell  having  obtained  12  months  leave  of  absence 
left  the  Presidency  on  the  11th  Au^ust>  and  on  the  foUowsng  day 
I  amumed  the  duties  of  Acting  President* 

There  is  only  one  name  on  the  pension  list,  that  of  G^rge 
Webbe  Darnell,  late  police  BNgiBtnite,  who  by  Act  No.  3  of  1872 
receives  a  pension  of  45/.  per  annum.  This  pension  was  granted 
consequent  on  the  passing  of  Act  No.  7.  of  1871,  wl&h  unites 
the  omt^ss  of  colonnd  secretary^  pofica  magistrate,  and  judge  of 
Ale  complaint  court. 

Immigration 

Three  hundred  and  fifteen  Coolies  were  landed  in  the  month  of 
March,  by  the  ship  *^  GaiuRhgroiigh.'^  frpnt  Cakiitta^  viz>  t— 

Male  adults  -  •  -  -     185- 

Female  adults         •  -  -  -      76 

Minors  and  infemts  •  -  -  -      64 

Toiri        -     316 
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one  male  adult  was  landed  in  a  dying  state^  and  conveyed  to  the       Nbyis. 

public  infirmary  where  he  died^  the  remaining  260  were  inden-        ^""^ 

tured. 

The  expenditure  under  the  head  of  immigration  was  4,993/.  7s. 

S^d.,  and  was  met  by  an — 

£    s.     d. 
Immigration  tax  ...     550  16     3 

Loan  firoin  buik  ...  3,000     0     0 

Indenture  fees  ...    Z2b  12     6 

Loan  from  general  revenue     •  -  1,116  19  11^ 


Total  -4,993     7     8^ 


The  medical  officers  report,  that  the  hospital  accommodation,  is 
ample  and  satisfactoiy,  and  the  dwdlmgs  are  healthily  located. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

Ak  fCTT  ascom  dmfoack  to  the  prosperity  of  Nein  is  tfae  want 
a£  good  roada;  tnidges  over  aerferal  of  iis»  watocmuses  are 
niyiitly  reguked,  but  the  present  state  of  iSne  finances  fibodbids 
any  large  outlay.  The  court  house  still  remains  a  ruin,  nc^Jmig 
has  been  done  to  it  sinoe  its  destruction  by  fire  in  1873,  and  a 
woodm  shed  built  in  one  earner  is-  all  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  the  meetings  of  ti»LecisbtiTa  Attemhly  and  the  Coiurts 
of  Justice.  The  general  hnlth  of  the  Island  is  good,  and  no 
epidemic  of  any  sort  occurred. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Thomas  Jabvis. 

Acting  President. 
His  Excellency  George  Berkeley,  C.M.G. 
GevsfBor  Leeward  Ldands. 
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ViCTOBU. 


VICTORIA. 


No.  11. 


Governor  Sir  G.  F.  Bowen,  G.C.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  op 
Cabnabyok. 

Govermnent  Offices^  Melbourne, 
Mt  Lobd^  October  2,  1874. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  publication  in 
the  annual  Blue  Book,  showing  the  condition  and  pn^ress  of  the 
British  Cbloniee,  the  report,  by  the  recently  ap^inted  Govemment 
Statist  (Mr.  Hayter),  on  the  Statistics  of  Victoria  for  the  year 
1873. 

2.  This  official  document  will  be  found  to  sive  a  full  account  of 
the  present  condition  of  this  Colony.  I  womd  also  solicit  atten- 
tion to  the  interesting  and  yaluable  ^^Statistical  Summary  of 
**  Victoria  from  1836  to  1873,  indnsiTe,"  which  is  [prefixed  to  the 
report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Sgned)        G.  P.  Bowen. 
The  lEU^ht  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Camaryon, 
he.  &c.  &C. 


Report 

Kine  parts  of 
statistics. 


Objects  of  the 
report. 


Bbpobt. 

To  the  HoKOBABLE  BoBEBT  Bamsat,  M.P.,  &a,  &0.I  &c 

Census  Office,  Melbourne, 
SiB,  September  1,  1874. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  upon 
the  statistics  of  Victoria,  1873. 

2.  These  statistics  are  published  in  nine  distinct  parts,  eight  of 
which  have  already  been  laid  before  Parliament  The  remiuning 
part,  yital  statistics,  has  been  delayed  owing  to  my  not  having  been 
able,  until  recently,  to  obtain  access  to  the  birth,  death,  and 
marriage  registers  for  the  last  quarter  of  1873.  That  difficidtjr 
having,  however,  been  surmounted,  the  part  has  been  at  lengm 
completed,  and  will  be  printed  forthwith. 

3.  In  writing  this  report,  my  first  object  will  be  to  draw  up 
such  an  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  tables  embraced  in  the 
several  parts  of  the  statistics  as  may  be  of  material  assistance  to 
persons  whose  business  or  inclination  may  lead  them  to  consult 
that  work.  As,  however,  it  is  possible  that  the  report  may 
drculate  to  places  that  tiie  tables  may  not  reach,  or  may  find  its 
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way  to  the  hands  of  those  who  maj  neither  have  the  leisure  nor     Victoria. 

the  desire  to  deal  with  bulky  tabular  matter^  it  will  also  be  my         

endeavour  to  make  the  report  as  complete  as  possible  in  itself, 
and  to  that  end  I  shall  be  obliged  to  quote  somewhat  largely  from 
the  6gvaes  embodied  in  {he  tables. 

4.  The  statistical  summary  printed  on  a  folding  sheet  at  the  Statistical 
commencement  of  this  work  has  been  prepared  with  care.      It  S^|??^  ^^ 
contains  figures  under  all  the  principal  heads  in  connexion  with 

which  statistical  information  is  usually  reqrdred  for  as  many  years 
back  as  it  has  been  possible  to  trace  the  particulars. 

5.  I  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  comprehen^ve  index  following  Index, 
the  reporC  which  will  I  trust  be  found  of  service. 

6.  t.shall  now  proceed  to  comment  on  the  tables  contained  in  T^les  com- 
the  various  parts  as  they  occur  in  succession.  mented  upoe. 


Pabt  L — ^Blue  Book. 

7.  This  part  comprises  a  list  of  the  various  governors  of  the  Co&tents  of 
Colony  from  the  date  of  its  first  settlement^  and  of  the  successive  ^^rt  L 
ministries  and  Parliaments  since  the  inauguration  of  responsible 

Sivemment ;  of  the  members  of  the  executive  council  and  of  both 
ouses  of  Parliament  during  1873,  and  of  the  foreign  consuls. 
It  also  contidns  tables  showmg  the  number  of  pensioners  and 
amount  of  pensions  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  "Victoria ;  and 
statements  of  the  strength  and  expenditure  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  and  naval  reserve. 

S.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pensioners  and  the  Pennonera 
amount  of  their  pensions  in  the  year  1873 ;  also  the  authority  ^^  pensions, 
under  which  the  pensions  were  respectively  granted : — 

Pensions  and  Pensioners,  1873. 


Antbority  under  whioh  Pensions  were  granted. 


Nomber  of 
Pensioners. 


Amount  of 
Pensions. 


Civil  Service  Act - 
Lunacy  Statute    - 
County  Courts  Statute     - 
Other  authority    - 

Total 


£        8. 

16,690  18 

59     1 

760    0 

6,766  18 


28,166  13    4 


9.  The  number  of  pensioners  was  the  same  in  1872  and  1873^  Pensions  in 
but  the  amount  of  pensions  was  less  in   the  latter  year    by  J®^^  "** 
1677.   6s.   8rf.     Neither  pensioners  nor  pensions  have  increased  ^""•'J^®*"* 
much  since  1869,  in  which  year  the  former  numbered  108,  and 
the  latter,  amounted  to  21,365/.     It  will  be  observed  that  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  paid  in  pensions  is  set  down  under  the  head 
of  ^^  other  authority.        This  embraces  the  pensions    of  Lady 

87468.  H 
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VicTOKU.  Darling,  widow  of  Sir  Charlee  Darling,  formerly  Governor  of 
Victoria ;  of  Mrs.  Petrie,  who  was  granted  a  pension  in  conse- 
qaence  of  the  meritoriotis  conduct  of  the  late  Oiptain  flinders  ; 
of  Mr.  Hoddle,  fi»t  Sorveyor-General  of  the  Colony;  and  of 
ministers  relieved  from  office  on  the  introduction  of  responsible 
government  and  on  political  grounds. 
Artflleiy  corps.  10.  The  paid  artiUeiy  corps  was  formed  under  Ihe  Disdi^iiie 
Act,  1870  (84  Vict,  No.  989),  on  the  withdrawal  of  tiie  d^soh- 
meirt  of  Imperial  troops  formerly  stationed  in  the  Colony.  The 
total  number  authorised  for  tms  corps  is  199.  At  the  end  at 
1873,  however,  the  strength  amounted  to  145  only ;  the  number 
wantingto  complete  the  establishment  being  thus  54. 

11.  The  volunteer  force  at  the  end  of  1878  numbered  3,970,  or 
343  short  of  the  establishment.  The  number  of  Government 
rifles  in  possession  at  the  same  date  amounted  to  4,698. 

12.  The  Victorian  naval  forces  consist  of  the  crews  of  H.M.V.S. 
"  Nelson''  and  H.M.V.  Ironclad  ''  Cerberus.''  The  establishment 
of  the  former  is  36 ;  that  of  the  latter  80.  Three  hands  were 
wanting  at  the  end  of  1873  to  complete  the  establishment  of  the 
**  Cerberus.'* 

13.  The  naval  reserve  comprises  an  establishment  of  227  men, 
who  receive  a  small  fee  as  a  retainer.  The  establishment  of  this 
corps  at  the  end  of  1873  showed  a  deficiency  of  17. 

14.  The  total  expenditure  during  the  year  1873  on  account  of 
defences  was  as  follows : — 


Volonteers. 
NaTal  forces. 

Nayal  reserve. 


Expenditare 
on  defences. 


Military  and  Naval  Expenditure. 

Staff  salaries  -  -  -  - 

Volunteer  force — contingencies 

Artillery  corps — salaries      -  -  - 

„  contingencies 

In  aid  of  Rifle  Association   ^  -  - 

Cost  of  torpedoes    -  -  -  - 

a  M.V.S.  «  iVe&on  "—salaries 

„  *  contingencies 

H.M.V.S.  "  Cerberus  "—salaries       - 

„  contingencies 

Naval  reserve — salaries  and  retainer  fees 
„  contingencies 


.£  4. 

d. 

3,564  16 

10 

18,586  18 

0 

7,676  14 

2 

3,588  16 

6 

600  0 

0 

237  9 

4 

4,164  7 

0 

278  1 

10 

4,039  19 

11 

3,511  6 

0 

2,652  4 

0 

706  17 

3 

Total 


49,496     9     8 


Paet  II.— Finance. 

Contents  of  15.  Most  of    the  tables  in  this  part  appeared  also  in  the 

Part  11.  Treasurer's  Finance  Statement  1872-8.     In  addition  there  are 

tables  of  public  debt,  and  of  expenditure  upon  inunigration,  public 
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wotkBf  roads  and  bridges,  and  raflways,  giving  information  ex- 
tending over  a  series  of  years. 

16.  According  to  the  tables^  the  balance  to  tbe  credit  of  tbe 
public  account  on  the  30tli  June  1873  was  1,630,767/.  Ss.  Zd. 

17.  The  net  revenue  of  the  financial  year  1872-3,  was 
3,6*4,135/.  8«.4rf.,*  and  the  net  expenditure  was  3,604,952/.  10#.4i* 
The  revenue  thus  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  139,182/.  IS^.f 

18.  Taking  the  average  population  of  tiie  Colony  during  the 
financial  yea^  as  770,306,  the  revenue  amounted  to  4/.  14«.  7Jrf., 
and  the  expenditmre  to  4/.  lis.  per  head  of  the  population. 

19.  The  revenue  for  the  year  under  review  was  collected  under 
the  following  heads : — 


VmtoMu. 
Publie  aeoooBl. 


BeTenoeand 
expenditure. 


Reyenae  and 
expenditure 
per  head. 

HeadB  of 
rerenoe. 


Bevenue  of  187 2''3. 


Heads  of  Berenoe. 

NetBerenne 
collected. 

Heads  of  Rerenve. 

NetBerenia 
collected. 

Customs 
Excise 

Territorial  - 
Fablic  works 
Ports  and  harbours  - 
Post   and  telegraph 
offices 

£        9.   d. 

1,678,757  15  11 
92,172  12    9 

•667,590  10  11 

774,414    5     1 

18,125  15     1 

180,972  12     6 

Fees 
Fines 
MigoeBancona 

Total    . 

^         9,    d. 
86,005  15    9 

8,568  19     5 

142,707     0  11 

*8,644,135     8    4 

20.  The  revenue  raised  under  the  heads  of  customs^  excise^  Taxation,  1873. 
and  ports  and  harbours^  amounting,  in  1872-3,  aflter  the  elimina- 
tion of  export  duties,  drawbacks,  &c.,  to  1,784,066/.  3*.  9rf.,  may 

be  considered  as  the  taxation  of  the  ccdony.f  This,  distributed 
amongst  the  mean  population,  already  stated  to  have  been  770^306, 
gives  2L  6«.  ^d.  as  the  amount  of  taxation  paid  on  the  average 
during  that  financial  year  by  each  inhabitant  of  Victoria. 

21.  These  results  and  similar  ones  for  each  year  firom  1863  Taxation,  1853 
onwards  are  given  in  the  following  table,  whereby  it  will  be  seen  ^  ^^72-3. 
that,  relativdy  to  the  population,  the  year  of  highest  taxation 


*  The  amoonts  marked  iritiii  asterisks  differ  slightly  from  those  in  &e  tables  of 
Part  n.  of  the  Btstisttos,  which,  to  secure  early  publication,  were  compiled  before 
the  treasurer's  balance  sheet  had  been  audited.  The  figures  in  the  tables  show 
3,644,238/.  8s.  4</.  as  the  net  reyenue,  and  8,505,086/.  9«.  8a.  as  the  net  expenditure, 
and  are  quite  near  enough  for  ordinary  purposes.  I  haye,  howeyer,  Uiought  it 
adyisable  to  giye  the  exact  figures  here. 

t  Whilst  these  pagei  were  passing  through  the  press,  a  stat^ent  of  the  reyenue 
raised  and  amount  expended  during  the  year  ]  873-4  was  laid  before  Parliament, 
tbe  resoha  being,  respeetiyely,  4,064,924/.  and  4,177,262/. ;  at  the  same  time  the 
eaCimaled  rerenne  fi>r  1874-^  was  stated  to  be  4,259,106/.,  and  the  estimated 
expenditure  4,478,080/. 

X  According  to  the  statement  referred  to  at  the  foot  of  the  preceding  page,  the 
amount  raised  by  taxation  in  1873-4  was  1,896,823/.,  and  the  amount  proposed  to 
be  eo  raised  in  1874-5  is  1,887,500/. 
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YicTOKU.     was  1855  (4/.  is.  \d.  per  head),  and  that  of  the  lowest  was  1866 
(U  18*.  b\d.  per  head)  :— 


Heads  of 
expenditure. 


Si>ecial  appro- 
priations. 


Papulation  and  Taxation  from  Year  1853  to  1872-3. 

• 

Qro06 

Amount 

(Hobs 

Amoiint 

Ayerage 

APIOQOt 

of 

Average 

Amount 

of 

Tear. 

P<ma- 

of 

Ttauition 

Tear. 

Popu- 

of 

Taxation 

lation. 

Taxation. 

^^ 

lation. 

Taxation. 

£^ 

4^ 

A   «.   d. 

4^ 

A  «.   d. 

1858 

195,878 

800^77 

4    1  114 
8  18    8t 

1864 

589,160 

1,167,036 

1  19    7 

1854 

267,871 

1,052,462 

1865 

616,875 

1,214,479 

1  19    4 

1855 

888,815 

1,426,585 

4    4    4 

1866 

634,077 

1,219,567 

1  18    5 

1856 

880,942 

1,458,647 

8  16     7 

1867 

649,826 

1,516,281 

2     6    8 

1857 

480^47 

1,331^62 

8    1  10 

1868 

671,222 

1,352,818 

2    0    3} 

1858 

488,827 

1,414,511 

2  18    ^ 

1869 

696,942 

1,539,495 

2    4    2 

1859 

517,226 

1,414,760 

2  14    8 

1870 

709,889 

1,894,833 

1  19    3^ 
0  19     9l 

1860 

539,387 

1,380,761 

2    9    4 

1871t 

731,528 

724,261 

1861 

541,025 

1,244,889 

2     6    0 

1871-2 

749,964 

1,612,084 

2    3    0 

1862 

548,087 

1,188,194 

2    3    2 

1872-3 

770,806 

l,784,05fr 

2     6     4 

1868 

561,822 

1,158,219 

2     1     3i 

t  Kx  months. 

22.  Subjoined  is  an  abstract  of  the  expenditure  1872-3^  show- 
ing the  amounts  expended  under  each  minister^  and  the  amount 
specially  appropriate : — 

Expenditure,  1872-3. 


Heads  of  Serrioe. 

Net  Expenditure. 

Chief  secretary             .           .           -           -           - 

Minister  of  public  instruction    -            -           .           . 
Attorney-general          ..... 

Solicitor-general           .            -            -            -            . 
Treasure         ...... 

Commissioner  of  Crown  lands  and  sonrey 
Commissioner  of  public  works  .... 

Postmaster-general      .           -           -           -           . 
Commissioner  of  railways  and  roads     ... 
Minister  of  mines         .           -           •'          - 

Arrears,  1871-2 

Special  Impropriations  -           -           -           -           . 

£         «.    d, 

♦465,648  14    2 

♦226,463     6     1 

77,024  16     9 

79,701  18  11 

♦267,765     1     9 

99,699     4  11 

202,280     7     3 

♦81,857     7     4 

215,559  17  10 

♦327,607  10  11 

24,623  15     1 

6,500  12  10 

•1,480,824  15  11 

Total       ...           - 

♦3,504,952  10    4 

23.  The  special  appropriations  are  for  the  following  purposes^ 
the  amount  appropriated  being  placed  against  each  itenu  The 
amounts  appropriated  are  not  necessarily  expended  m  each  year, 
and,  by  comparison  of  the  amounts  in  the  last  and  following 

♦  For  reasons  stated  at  the  foot  of  the  previous  page,  the  amounts  marked  with 
asterisks  differ  slighUy  from  those  given  in  Uie  tahles  of  Part  H.  of  the  Statistics. 
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tables^  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  under  review  a  sum  of 
49^188^  2s.  Id.  remdn  unexpended : — 

Special  AppropriationsJ* 


Victoria. 


Heads  of  Service. 


GoYernor's  salaiy       ------ 

Salaries  of  judges  and  increase  to  ditto  -  -  - 

Salaries  of  responsible  ministers  .  -  .  - 

Expenses  of  ezecutiye  and  legislatiye  councils 
Pensions  to  officers  appointed  during  good  behaviour  - 
Compensation  to  officers  retired  on  pcmtical' grounds  - 
Pensions  to  persons  released  from  offices  on  political  grounds 
Public  worship  ------ 

University  of  Melbourne        -  .  .  -  - 

Liquidation  of  corporation  bonds        .  -  .  . 

Interest  on  loans  and  expenses  connected  therewith  - 
Principal  of  Melbourne  and  Mount  Alexander  railway  deben- 
tures ------- 

Pensions        ------- 

Endowment,  &c.  of  local  bodies         •  -  -  - 

Steam  postal  communication  -  -  -  .  - 

Intonest  of  post  office  savings  bank  deposits    .  -  . 

Salaries  of  audit  commissioners  -  -  -  . 

Electoral  expenses      .--•-. 
^fining  boards  ------ 

Mint  -------- 


Railway  loan,  liquidation,  and  construction  account 
Expensesof  members,  of  Parliament  - 
Agent-general's  salary  -  -       -    - 

Total       - 


Amount 

appropriated. 

£       «.   d. 

10,000    0    0 

14,594     1     8 

14,000    0    0 

6,500     0    0 

4,000    0    0 

1,666  13     4 

1,750     0    0 

50,000    0     0 

6,750     0     0 

35,000     0     0 

698,902     8     9 

68,000     0    0 

19,288  12     8 

198,559  11     7 

80,000     0     0 

16,241  11     2 

8,000    0     0 

6,645     5    8 

3,500    0    0 

18,883    6     8 

200,000     0     0 

27,331     6     6 

1,000     0    0 

1,480,012  18     0 

24.  The  public  debt  at  the  end  of  1873  amounted  to  1 2^445^7 22JI5  ^blic  debt, 
of  which  sum  10^669,193/.  was  borrowed  for  the  construction  of 
railways,  and  1,776,629  for  water  supply,  defences,  graving  dock, 
and  other  public  works.  The  amount  originally  borrowed  was 
13,948,100/.,  part  of  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
water  to  Melbourne  and  suburbs,  and  part  to  purchase  the  rights 
of  the  Melbourne,  Mount  Alexander,  and  Murray  Biver  Railway 
Company.  These  two  sums,  amounting  together  to  868,100/., 
have  been  paid  off,  leaving  the  balance  of  debt  as  stated. 

25.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  interest  at  which  the  various  Bates  of  in- 
sums  forming  component  parts  of  the  present  debt  were  bor-  t«jMt  on  public 
rowed : — 


debt 


Amount 

£11,180,320 
312,900 
962,602 

£12,446,722 


Rate  of  Interest 

-  6  per  cent 

-  6 

-  4 


99 

99 


*  For  reasons  already  stated,  several  of  the  amounts  in  this  table  differ  sli^tlj 
from  those  given  in  Part  II.  of  the  Statistics.  Aocordinf  to  the  tables  in  that  Par^ 
the  total  amount  of  special  appropriations  was  l,480,18Si.  18s.  The  present  are  the 
corrected  figures. 
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VicTOBiiL.        26.  The  estimatidd  population  of  Yictoria  at  tl»  end  of  1873 
^-*        was  790^492^  and  the  debt  at  the  same  date  being  12^44857222., 
d^tednesB  per  ^^^  average  proportion  of  indebtedness  to  every  man,  woman,  and 
head.  child  in  the  Colony  was  therefore  151  I4s.  lOjA 

Amount  of  27.  The  estimated  average  population  of  Victoria  during  the 

interest  per       finanoia]  year  1872-3  was  770,306,  and  the  amount  of  interest  on 
**^  loans  and  expenses  connected  therewith  was  698,902/.  8j.  9rf.* 

This  represents  an  average  payment  on  behalf  of  each  person  in 
the  Colony  in  that  year  of  IBs,  Ifcf. 
Expenditure  28.  The  amount  spent  on  immigration  during  the  year  1872-3 

onimmigration.  y^^  8,93U,  as  against  27,183i  in  the  previous  year.    In  the  nine 
and  a  half  years  ended  1872-3  the  total  amount  spent  on  immi- 
gration was  356,407/.,  of  which  381,143/1  was  spent  on  the 
introduction  of  immigrants,  and  the  remainder  in  d^artmental 
and  contingent  expenses. 
Expenditure  on      29.  In  the  year  1872-3  tiie  following  amounts  were  expended 
public  woAs,     Qn  public  works,  roads  and  bridges,  and  railways.     The  expen- 
ms.*^'*    ^ '    diture  on  the  two  first  was  not  quite  complete  when  the  return 
was  fiimished : — 

Amoant  expended, 
1873-3. 

£          s.  <L 

Public  woriffl      -            -             -     186,464     5  8 

Beads  and  bridges           -            -      40,207  14  5 

Bailways  construction      -             -     78I9O95  13  4 

„        maintenance     -            -.      72,083     1  4 


jei,079,850  14     9 


Expenditure  on      30.  In  the  nine  and  a  half  years  ended  1872-3  the  amount 
works,  rail-       spent  on  public  works  was  2,221,771i,  and  the  amount  on  roads 
Sb  ofj^.  «id  bridges  was  702,734/.    Since  1858,  the  year  in  which  Govern- 
ment rauways  were  first  commenced   in    victoria,  the  amounts 
spent  on  their  construction  and  maintenance  have  been — construc- 
tion, 10,816,880i;  maintenance,  623,549^.;  total,  11,439,429/. 


Pabt  III. — Population. 

Population  and      31.  The  estimated  population  of  Yictoria  at  the  beginning  of 

increase,  1S78.  1973   y^^   770,727  ;   that  at  the  close  of   the  same  year  was 

790,492.t   The  increase  during  the  year  thus  amounted  to  19,765. 


*  Stated  in  table  of  **  Special  Appropriations/'  in  Fart  II.  of  Statistics  (taken 
from  treasurer's  onandited  balance  sheet),  to  be  699,0S2/.  6s.  9d, 

f  Whilst  these  pages  were  passing  through  the  press,  the  usual  quarterly  estimate 
of  the  population  of  Victoria  wts  made  by  the  QoTemment  statist*  briagiog  the 
result  down  to  the  80th  June  187i.  ThefoUoinag  are  the  figures  :— AlOeSv  43S^  % 
fenudes,  364,121 ;  total,  797,049. 
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32.  Of  tfaiB  increase  16,599>  or  over  fiyenHxths,  waa  due  to  Viotobu. 
ezcese  of  births  ever  deaths,  and  3,1 66,  or  barely  a  sixth,  to  excess         

of  immigration  over  emigration.  birth^d^im- 

33.  The  popuktion  at  the  end  of  1873  consisted  of  430,042  migratioii. 
males  and  360,450  females.     These  figures  furnish  a  proportion  Belative  pro- 
of 84  females  to  100  males,  or  of  119  males  to  100  females.     ^       sex^'"''^  *^^ 

34.  The  Aborigines  have  not  been  regularly  enumerated  since  AbOTirmcs 
the  census  of  1871.    Their  numbers  then  were  reported  to  be —    "^^'V" 
nudes,  784  ;  females,  546 ;  total,  1,330.     It  is  certain,  however, 

that  some  were  missed  by  the  sab-enumerators.  In  August  1872 
tiie  Central  Board  for  the  Protection  of  the  Aborigines  had 
information  of  the  existenoe  of  1,638  in  different  parts  of  the 
Colony. 

35.  Immigmnts  numbered  29,460  during  die  year  under  review,  Immigrants, 
and  emigrants  26,294.     The  excess  of  the  former  was  thus  3,166,  andemigraite. 
as  already  stated. 

36.  Males  contributed  20,805  to  the  immigration,  and  18,335  Sexes  of  im- 
to  the  emigration.  Females  contributed  8,655  to  the  unmigration,  ^^^tg*"^ 
and  7,959  to  the  emigration.    The  excess  of  arrivals  over  departures 

was  thus  2,470  as  regards  males,  and  696  as  re^rds  females. 

37.  The  immigrants  and  emigrants  are  classified  by  the  immi-  Adults,  chil- 
gration  authorities  as  adults,  children,  and  infants.     Of  adults,  ^j^tJ^^w 
26,044  came,  and  22,418  went  away  during  the  year,  leaving  a  anddepaiti^ 
balance  of  arrivals  over  departures  amounting  to  3,626.     Of  chil- 
dren 180,  and  of  infants  280,  more  left  than  arrived  in  the  Colony. 

38.  The  gain  to  the  population  of  the  colony  by  excess  of  immi-  immigration 
gration  from  Tasmania  over  emigration  was   4,007 ;  from   the  ^^  ^^  ®™i- 
United  Kingdom  it  was  2,082  ;  and  from  New  Zealand  and  the  f^^o^Saces. 
South  Seas  it  was  540.     The  loss  by  excess  of  departures  to 

South  and  Western  Australia  over  arrivals  therefrom  was  1,916; 
that  to  New  South  Wales  and  Queensland  was  1,394;  and  that 
to  foreign  ports  was  158. 

39.  The  number  of  arrivals  in  the  year  under  review  (29,460)  Years  of  largest 
waa  less  than  in  any  other  year  of   the  last  10,  except  1872  ^^?JJ^o^* 
(27,047),  1871  (28,332),  and  1867  (27,242).     The  largest  num- ^dm^tion. 
ber  of  arrivals  in  any  year  of  the  10  (36,156)  was  in  1864.     The 

number  of  depaartures  in  the  year  under  review  (26,294)  was 
greater  than  in  any  year  of  the  10,  exc^t  1866,  in  which  27,629 
penons  leffc  the  Colony. 

40.  The    number  of   assisted    immigrants    during    the    year  Assisted  immi- 
amounted  to  863  only,  vis.,  456  malai,  and  4f)7  females*    All  <?™^ 
tfiese  wese  warrant  passengers. 

41.  The  Chinese  who  arrived  during^  the  year  numbered  269,  ^^^^ 
viz.,  264  males  and  5  females.     Those  who  departed  523,  all  males,  o^ese. 

42.  According  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Mines,  Miners, 
the  mining  population  numbered  50,595  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review.     Of  these  37,067  were  Europeans,  and   13,528 

were  Chinese.  Those  engaged  in  alluvial  mining  numbered 
33,822,  and  those  in  quartz  mining  16,773.  All  the  Chinese 
miners,  with  the  exception  of  115,  were  engaged  in  alluvial  mining. 
When  the  last  census  was  taken  (7th  April  1871)  the  gold  miners 
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of  all  descriptions  numbered  52^425.  By  the  present  figures  their 
numbers  would  appear  to  have  fallen  off  since  that  period  by 
nearly  2,000. 

43.  The  total  population  of  the  goldfields  has  not  been  ascer- 
tained or  estimated  since  tl^  census.  It  then  amounted  to 
270,428,  of  whom  only  about  a  fifth  were  miners. 

44.  There  were  60  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs,  and  110  shires 
and  road  districts,  in  existence  during  1873.  The  population  of 
the  former  was  estimated  to  amount  to  389,542,  that  of  the  latter 
to  370,995,  making  a  total  o£  760,537.  Thus  the  whole  population 
of  the  Colony,  with  the  exception  of  about  25,000,  were  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  local  self-government. 

45.  The  estimated  total  and  annual  value  of  rateable  property 
and  the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  these  two  descriptions  of 
municipal  districts  respectively  during  the  year  under  review  were 
as  follow: — 

CitieSy  Towns,  and  Boroughs;  Shires  and  Road  Districts,  1873. 


Estimated  Value  of 
Rateable  Property. 

Revenue. 

Expendi- 
ture. 

Total. 

Annual. 

Cities,  toims,  and  boroughs 
Shires  and  road  districts  - 

£ 
25,391,990 

81,415,663 

2,701,458 
2,872,761 

£ 
410,508 

529,426 

446,591 
589,367 

Total 

56,807,653 

5,574,214 

• 

939,984 

1,035,958 

Naturalisation.  46.  One  hundred  and  sixteen  foreigners  obtained  letters  of 
naturalization  during  the  year ;  of  these  65^  or  more  than  half^ 
were  natives  of  Germany.  The  principal  occupations  were  miners 
(27),  farmers  (26),  and  vignerons  (11).  In  the  previous  nine 
years  918  persons  were  naturalized,  or  an.  average  of  102  per 
annum. 

47.  The  number  of  electors  on  the  roll  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  January  1874  was  23,736,  of  whom  1,983  were  on 
the  ordinary  and  21,753  on  the  ratepayers'  roll.  At  the  biennial 
election  of  the  Legislative  Council  held  in  1872,  54  per  cent,  of 
the  electors  in  contested  districts  recorded  their  votes. 

48.  The  electors  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  numbered  as 
follow: — Ordinary  roll, ^8,725;  ratepayers'  roll,  113,580;  total, 
142,305.  Sixty-five  per  cent,  of  the  electors  of  districts  in  which 
the  last  election  was  contested  recorded  their  votes  on  that 
occasion. 


Electors  for 
Legislatiye 
Council. 


Bleotors  for 
Leg^lative 
Assembly. 


Coins  and 
accounts. 


Part  IV. — Accumulation. 
49.  This  part  commences  with  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  coins  in  circulation  in  Victoria  are  the  same  as  those  used  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's  COLONIAL  I*0SSBSSI0N8. 


121 


the  United  Kingdom^  and  that  the  accounts  are  kept  in  sterling     Victobu. 
monej  (£     a.     d,).  

50.  A  return  of  the  Royal  Mint  shows  that  from  the  opening  Boyal  Mint. 
of  this  establishment  in  1872  to  the  end  of  the  following  year, 
412,609  ounces  of   gold  had  been  received  of   the  value  of 
1,652,044/.;  that  of  this  gold  4,311  ounces,  v^ued  at  14,646/. 

had  been  issued  as  bullion;  and  that  the  remainder  had  been 
converted  into  1,500,000  sovereigns  and  166,000  half-sovereigns, 
of  the  total  value  of  1,582,500/. ;  that  the  total  value  of  coin  and 
bullion  issued  amounted  to  1,597,146/.,  and  that  the  mint  receipts 
amounted  to  9,067/. 

51.  In  the  year  under  review  there  were  10  banks  of  issue  in  Banks. 
Victoria,  and  these  had  231  branches  or  agencies  within  the 
Colony.     The  rate  of  interest  allowed  by  these  banks  on  mon^ 
deposited  for  12  months  ranged  during  the  year  from  3  to  4  per 
cent. 

52.  The  following  are  the  average  rates  of  exchange  which  Bates  of  ex- 
prevailed  during  the  12  months  for  bills  drawn  on  the  places  <'**"*«®* 
named: — 


London    - 
British  India 
New  South  Wales 
Queensland 
South  Australia    - 
Tasmania  - 
New  Zealand 


^  to  I  per  cent,  premium. 

4  per  cent,  premium,  2«.  Id.  per  rupee. 

2s.  Sd.  to  5s.  per  cent,  premium. 

i  to  1  per  cent,  premium. 

2s.  9d.  to  10s.  per  cent  premium. 

^  to  ^  per  cent,  premium. 

I  to  I  per  cent,  premium. 


53.  The  average  rates  per  cent,  per  annum  of  discount  on  local  Bates  of  dis- 
bills  were  as  foUow :—  ^^*- 


Under  65  days'  currency 
From  65  to    95  days'  currency 

„     95  to  125     „ 
Above  125  „  „ 


-  5    to  6  per  cent. 

-  6ito7        „ 

-  6i  to  8        „ 

-  7    to9        „ 


54.  The  position  of  the  banks  as  regards  liabilities,  assets,  lialnlities,  as- 
capital,  and  profits  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  under  review  JlJS'pr^te^ 
and   10  years  prior  to  that  date  are  shown  as  follow.      The  i864^L878! 
number  of  banks  at  the  earlier  period  was  nine  and  at  the  latter 
10:— 


Liahilitits. 

1864.  ' 

1873. 

Notes  in  circulation  .... 
Bills  in  circulation    .           -           - 
Balances  due  to  other  banks 
Deposits  bearing  interest      -           .           - 
Deposits  not  bearing  interest 

1,806,809 

85,898 

74,009 

4,588,149 

8,480,308 

A 

1,452,908 

79,097 

880,489 

6,818,814 

5,461,787 

9,485,168 

14,092,995 
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Assets, 


Belatiye  pro- 
portioDB  of 
liabilities,  as- 
sets, &c., 
1664-1676. 


SaTings  banks. 
Depositors  and 




1864. 

1876. 

a 

£ 

Ck>ined  gold,  silver,  and  other  metals 
Gold  and  silyer,  in  bnllion  or  bars    - 

1,682,152 

2,435^39 

469,468 

480,763 

Landed  property       -           -           - 

511,689 

653,168 

Notea  and  bills  of  other  banks 

160,606 

171,925 

Balances  due  from  other  banks 

262,610 

819,024 

Gk>vemment  securities 

98,424 

— 

D^ytsdoetothebanka^      - 

10,556,591 

15,886,070 

18,436,410 

19,943,959 

Capital  and  Profits. 


Capital  stock  paid  up  -  •  - 

Average  per  annnin  of  rates  of  last  dividend 

declared  by  the  banks       ... 
ATerage  rate  per  annum  of  interest  paid  to 

shareholders  .... 

Total  amount  of  last  dividend  declared 
Amount  of  reserved  profits  after  dedaring 

dividend    -  .  •  -  • 


7,618,960 

11{  per  cent 

11*988  perc^t 
456,670 

1,594,806 


8,666,250 

lOij^  per  cent 

10*746  per  oeot 
449,500 

1,311,065 


66.  It  will  be  observed  that  at  both  periods  the  natalities 
amounted  to  nearly  71  per  oeoit  of  the  assets ;  that  tlie  coin  and 
bullion  at  the  former  period  amounted  to  13*78  per  cent,  of  the 
assets^  and  at  the  latter  period  to  14*62  per  cent. ;  and  that  the 
paid-up  capital  was  eqiud  to  56*72  per  cent  of  the  assets,  and 
80*S3  per  cent,  oi  the  liabilities^  at  the  former  period^  and  to 
41*95  per  cent  of  the  assets,  and  59*36  per  cent  of  the  liabilities^ 
at  the  latter  period. 

56.  Savings  banks  in  Victoria  are  of  two  kinds — Post  Office 
and  ordinary  savings  banks.  The  former  numbered  140,  and  the 
latter  11,  in  the  year  under  review. 

57.  The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  depositors,  and 
die  total  and  average  amount  of  depositors'  balances^  in  the  two 
descriptions  of  institutions : — 

Savings  Banksj  1S73. 


Nomber  of 
Depositors. 

Total  Amount 

of  Depositors' 

Balances. 

Average  Amount 

of  Depositors' 

BauntceflK 

Ordinary  savings  banks 

64,860 
24,187 

£           8,    d. 
606,524    0    0 

895,094    0    0 

A      8.      d. 

17  11    4 
67     0    2 

Total 

58,547 

1,498,618    0    0 

24  11     6 

Note. — ^The  retoms  of  &e  ordinaiy  savings  banks  are  brongbt  down  onlj  to  the 
60tb  June  1873. 

*  Including  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  all  stock  and  funded  debts  of  every 
description,  except  notes,  bills,  and  baUtnces  due  to  the  banks  from  other  banks. 
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58.  In  1865,  or  eight  years  prior  to  the  year  under  review,  the     Victoru. 
number  of  depositors  was  20,074,  and  the  amount  of  moneye  on         — - 
deposit  was  734,568/.  or  36i  Us.  lOd.  to  each  depositor.     It  wiU  ^titcZ^ 
be  observed  that  the  depositors  have  incrcAsed  nearly  threefold,  pared. 

and  the  amounts  on  deposits  have  more  than  doubled,  since  that 
period,  but  that  the  average  to  each  depositor  has  fsJlen  off  by 
11/.,  or  more  than  a  third. 

59.  The  number  and  amount  of  mortgages  on  land,  the  number  Mortgages 
and'  amount   on  live  stock,   and  the   number  and   amount  of*^*^®**^* 
preferable  liens  on  wool,  effected  during  1873,  also  the  number 

and  amount  of  releases  during  the  same  ye^,  are  given  as 
follow : — 

Mortgages  and  Releases^  1873. 


Releases*. 

• 

Number. 

AmounU 

Number. 

AzBOimt. 

Land      . 
Liye  stock 
Wool     . 

4,480 
886 
289 

8,991,448 
811,981 
445,691 

2,981 
100 

S 

1,894,288 

864,918 

8,880 

Total  - 

5,155 

5,248,865 

3,088 

2,268,001 

60.  During  the  past  10  years  about  27,000,0002.  have  been  Moneys  raised 
raised  on  land,  8,000,000i  on  live  stock,  and  6,000,000t  on  wool,  jg^^^j* 
The  total  amount  raised  on  mortgage  during  that  period  has  thus 

been  no  less  than  forty-one  millions  sterling. 

61.  Fifty-eight  building  societies  were  in  existence  in  Victoria  Building  socie- 
in  1873,  the  number  of  members  in  whioh  amounted  to  19,379,  ties. 

the  income  during  the  year  to  766,8741.  and  the  working  expenses 
to  23,242/.  The  gross  assets  of  these  societies  at  the  last  date  of 
balancing  were  1,931,416!,,  and  the  gross  liabilities  1,608,931/. 


Pakt  V. — Intbbchangb. 

62.  During  tiie  vear  1873,  articles  of  the  dedared  value  of 
16,533,8661  wjsre  imported  into  Victoria,  and  goods  valued  at 
16,302,4542.  were  exported  ther^om.  The  excess  of  imports 
over  exports  was  tibus  l,231,402iL,  and  the  total  value  of  external 
trade  was  31,836,310/. 

63.  The  value  of  imports  in  the  year  under  review  exceeded 
that  in  the  former  year  by  2,842,634/.,  and  the  value  of  exports 
exceeded  that  in  the  former  year  by  l,431,269il 

64.  The  following  table  ^ves  the  mean  population,  the  value 
of  imports,  the  value  of  exports,  and  the  total  value  of  trade, 


Imports  and  ex- 
ports, 1873. 


Imports  and  ex- 
ports 1872  and 
1878  compared. 

Imports  and 
exports  per 
head  of  popu* 
lation. 
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Victoria,     together  with  the  value  of  each  per  head  of  the  population,  in  the 
two  last  years : — 

Population,  Imports,  and  Exports,  1872  and  1873. 


Bftinukted 

M6M1 

Population. 

Imports. 

Ezporte. 

Trade. 

Ymt. 

TotelVahie. 

Yalueper 

Heikdof 

Popolatfon. 

Total  Value. 

Value  per 

Head  of 

Population. 

TotalValue. 

Yalueper 

Head  of 

Peculation. 

1872 
1878 

760^991 
780,862 

£ 
18*691.822 

16.688.866 

£    8.  d. 

17  19  10 
21    8    9 

£ 
l83nA96 

1M0M64 

£  $.  d. 

18  4    61 

19  12    U 

£ 
27.662.617 

81.886,810 

£   ».  d. 
86    4   41 

40  16111 

Imports  and  ex- 
ports i^head 
for  series  of 
years. 


Years  when 
imports  and  ex- 
ports were 
highest 


Years  when 
imports  and  ex- 
ports were  in 
excess  of  1873. 


Imports  {Old  ex- 
ports the  pro- 
duce of 
different  coun- 
tries. 


Imports  from 
and  exports  to 
different  ooon- 
tries. 


65.  The  imports  in  the  year  under  review  represent  a  higher 
value  per  head  of  the  population  than  do  those  of  anv  other  year 
since  1866 ;  but  in  each  year  from  the  first  after  the  discovery 
of  ffold  f  1852)  to  1866^  both  inclusive,  the  imports  per  head  were 
hij^er  than  in  any  year  after  1866.  The  exports  per  head  of  the 
population  were  mgher  in  each  ^ear  from  1852  onwards  than  they 
were  in  1873,  except  1867,  1869,  1870,  and  1872. 

66.  The  proportion  of  imports  was  highest  in  1853,  when  it 
amounted  to  no  less  than  81/.  per  head  of  the  population,  and  in 
1854,  wheu  it  amounted  to  66il  per  head.  Exports  were  rateably 
highest  in  1853,  when  they  amounted  to  562.  12s.  Ad,  per  head, 
and  in  1852,  when  they  amounted  to  56Z.  l6.  4d  per  head. 

67.  A  glance  at  the  folding  sheet  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Report  will  show  that  the  vfdue  of  the  imports  of  1873  has  only 
been  exceeded  in  two  years  since  the  founding  of  the  colony,  viz., 
1854  and  1857,  in  the  former  of  which  the  declared  value  was 
17,659,051/.,  and  in  the  latter  17,256,209/.  It  will  also  be 
observed  that  the  value  of  exports  has  only  been  exceeded  in 
two  years,  viz.,1856,  when  it  was  15,489,760/.,  and  1868,  when  it 
was  15,^93,990/. 

68.  Of  the  articles  imported  in  the  year  under  review  45  per 
cent  (7,423,811/.)  were  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  36  per  cent.  (5,919,628/.)  of  other  British  possessions, 
and  19  per  cent  (3,190,517/.)  of  foreign  countries.  Of  the  articles 
exported,  78  per  cent  (11,876,707/.)  were  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  Victoria,  and  22  per  cent  (3,425,74721)  were  of  other 
countries,  viz.,  6^  per  cent  (1,030,12521^  of  tJie  United  Eangdom, 
11  per  cent  (1,688,230/.)  of  other  British  possessions,  and  4^  per 
cent  (707,392/.)  of  foreign  states. 

69.  Forty-eight  per  cent.  (7,873,134i)  of  the  imports  were  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  40  per  cent.  (6,648,858i)  were  from  other 
British  possessions,  ajid  12  per  cent  (2,011,66421)  were  from 
foreign  states.  Of  the  exports,  nearly  64  per  cent.  (9,74l,608i^ 
were  to  the  United  Eangdom,  nearly  36  per  cent.  (5,410,687/.) 
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were  to  other  Britisli  possessions^  and  only  a  fraction  (150,1 69Z.)     Victoria. 

were  to  foreign  states.  

70.  The  following  figures  show  the  amount  of  trade  carried  Trade  with 
on  by  Victoria  with  the  adjacent  colonies  during  the  last  two  ^^^^ig?^" 
years : —  and  1878. 

Imports  from  and  Exports  to  the  other  Australian  Colonies^ 
1872  and  1873.     . 


Name  of  Colony. 

Imports  therefrom. 

Exports  thereto. 

1872. 

1878. 

1872. 

1873. 

New  Sooth  Wales 
New  Zealand     - 
Qaeensland 
South  Auitralia 
Taonania 
Western  Anstralia 

2,764,717 

1,161,609 

8,380 

295,727 

247,461 

9,161 

8,366,968 

999,368 

60,648 

146,796 

289,724 

2,812 

962,702 
962,846 

89,730 
364,767 
278,048 

48,165 

703,494 
976,146 

82,486 
861,880 
410,671 

55,838 

Total      - 

4,476,985 

4,816,800 

2,696,248 

2,689,869 

71.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  imports  from  the  other  colonies  Besnlts  in 
were  greater  and  the  exports  thereto  were  less  in  the  year  under  tabiecompared. 
notice  than  the  former  one ;  also  that  in  1872  the  imports  were 

equal  to  a  little  less  than  two-thirds^  and  in  1873  to  considerably 
less  that  two-thirds^  of  the  exports. 

72.  The  greater  part  of  the  trade  of  the  colony  is  done,  as  may  Trade  at 

be  supposed,  at  the  port  of  Melbourne.  In  1873  goods  to  the  various  ports. 
value  of  13,714,828^  ox  about  five-eixths  of  the  whole  imports, 
were  landed  at  that  port,  and  soods  to  the  value  of  1 3,785,062/., 
or  about  nine-tenths  of  the  wh<3e  exports,  were  shipped  therefrom. 
The  imports  to  Geelong  amounted  to  256,839/.  only;  but  the 
exports  from  the  same  port  amounted  to  1,399,875/.  Goods  to 
the  value  of  2,534,937/.  were  imported  into  Victoria  across  the 
'  Murray,  and'  were  landed  at  the  seven  Murray  ports,  but  the 
exports  by  the  way  of  the  same  ports  amounted  to  the  value  of 
94,663/.  onlv. 

73.  The  following  are  the  values  of  20  of  the  principal  articles  vaiue  of  cer- 
imported  in  the  last  two  years : — ^  tain  articles  im- 
ported, 1872 

Imports.  ^'^^  1878. 


Apparel  and  slops 
Bags  and  sacks 
Beer  and  cider 
Boots  and  shoes 
Coals 


1872. 

1873. 

289,189 
115,370 
136,869 
245,888 
184,374 
636,441 

£ 
292,258 
218,9251 
209,772 
275,631 
245,596 
638,147 

Digitized  by 


Google 


126 


PAPERS  SBULTINO  TO 


ViOTOSXA. 


1872. 

1873. 

A 

£ 

Gold  (exclusive  of  specie) 

- 

. 

986,494 

991,410 

Grain  (indading  rice) 

- 

. 

654,083 

622,245 

Haberdashery  and  drapeiy 

- 

-. 

811,440 

338,998 

Iron  and  iteel 

• 

• 

418,863 

495,041 

live  stock    - 

• 

• 

758,868 

842,988 

Oil  . 

- 

- 

207,989 

258,957 

Silks 

7 

• 

— 

273,878 

293,048 

Specie 

- 

. 

268,865 

107,973 

Spirits 

• 

- 

865,865 

405,802 

Siigar  and  molasses  • 

- 

- 

1,065,275 

1,804^1 

Tea- 

- 

• 

534,648 

757,591 

Tobaeoo,  cigars,  and  snnff 

• 

•■ 

280,478 

334,460 

Wool 

• 

- 

1,215,094 

1^1,515 

Woollens     - 

• 

• 

805,180 

913,648 

Value  of  cer-        74.  Certain  articles  of  the  following  values  were  exported  in 

tain  articles  ^u^  *-,-^  vearfl  i 

exported,  1872  tne  iwo  years  3— 

and  1878.  MxpwU. 


Transhipments. 


Customs  r^ 
ceipts,  1872 
and  1878. 


£ 

A 

Apparel  and  slops    - 

. 

- 

127,866 

129,514 

Black  sand  -           •           - 

. 

. 

20,615 

8,440 

Bones  i|nd  bonedost- 

. 

'• 

21,282 

11,974 

Boots  and  shoes 

• 

. 

50,618 

56,220 

Drapery       - 

. 

.. 

177,081 

182,169 

Flour  and  biscuit     - 

• 

. 

81,596 

61,599 

Gold  (exclusive  of  specie)   - 

. 

• 

5,197,840 

5,168,614 

Grain           ... 

• 

. 

90,868 

82,834 

Hides,  skins,  and  pelts 

• 

. 

49,169 

58,659 

Horns  and  hoo& 

• 

. 

2,897 

4,702 

Leather        ... 

. 

- 

215,710 

220,443 

Provisions  (preserved  and  salted) 

- 

- 

271,648 

246,893 

^»ede 

• 

. 

686,671 

1,117,175 

Sonr           ... 
TaUow 

- 

- 

189,212  ' 

148,081 

• 

• 

853,358 

233,091 

Tea- 

- 

• 

190,872 

269,794 

Tobaooo,  cigaxs,  and  snnff   ^ 

• 

• 

153,929 

170,966 

Wool 

" 

• 

•    4,651,665 

5,788,688 

75.  The  value  of  goods  laden  on  ships  ariving  in  Yictoria 
and  transhipped  to  other  countries  and  colonies  amounted  to 
1,292,656/.  in  1872,  and  to  1,827,842/.  in  1873.  These  goods 
are  not  included  in  the  accounts  of  imports  and  ezports. 

76.  The  following  are  the  gross  customs  i«ceipts  in  the  last 
two  years : — 

Customs  Receipts. 


1872. 

.1878. 

Import  daties          .... 
Other  receipts          -           .           ^           . 

1,615,052 
63,284 

1,798,040 
66,576 

1,678,336 

1,864,616 
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7-7.  In  addition    to  the  above,   the   pilotage  rates  received     Viotobia. 
amounted  to  16,886i  in  1872,  and  to  20,9627.  in  1873.  pnotil^tes 

78.  Sums  amounting  to  29,083/.  in  1872,  and  43,685/.  in  1873,  Bracks, 
were  paid  as  drawback  on  the  export  of  dutiable  goods. 

79.  The  following  vessels  were  entered  at  and  cleared  from  Vessels  en- 
Victorian  pcnrts  in  the  last  two  years: —  cS?e^ 


Vesseh  entered  and  cleared,  1872  cmd  1873. 


Year. 

Vessels  entered. 

Vessels  cleared* 

Kornber. 

Tons. 

Men.    [ 

Nomber. . 

Tons. 

Mm. 

1872 
1878 

2,104 
5,187 

666,886 
766,108 

88,551 
86,807 

2,284 
^226 

694,426 
762,912 

85,858 
86,216 

80.  In  1873,  139  vesaek,  of  167,390  tons,  entered  from,  and 
85  vesaels,  of  97,894  tons,  cleared  for,  the  United  Kingdom; 
1,774  vessels,  of  448,702  tons,  entered  from,  and  1,972  vessels, 
of  637,024  tons,  cleared  for,  the  Australian  colonies  and  New 
Zealand;  126  vessels,  of  60,617  tons,  entered  from,  and  91 
vessels,  of  70,919  tons,  cleared  for,  other  British  possessions ;  39 
vessels,  of  26,223  tons,  entered  from,  and  31  vessels,  of  31,145 
tons,  cleared  for  the  United  States ;  and  109  vessels,  of  53,171 
tons,  entered  &om,  and  47  vessels,  of  25,930  tons,  cleared  for, 
odier  foreign  states. 

81.  Of  3ie  vessels,  entered,  319,  of  251,344  tons,  were  British; 
1,740,  of  434,979  tons,  were  colonial;  and  128,  of  69,780  tons, 
were  foreign.  Of  the  vessels  cleared,  270,  of  248,357  tons,  were 
British;  1,839,  of  452,592  tons,  were  colonial;  and  117,  of 
61>963  tons,  were  foreign. 

82.  British  vessels  inwards  had  crews  consisting  of  10,358  men, 
and  outwards  of  9,653  men;  colonial  vessels  inwards  had  crews 
consisting  of  24,222  men,  and  outwards  of  25,028  men ;  foreign 
vessels  inwards  had  crews  consisting  of  1,727  men,  and  outwards 
of  1,535  men.  British  vessels  had,  therefore,  a  man  to  every  25 
tons ;  colonial  vessels  had  a  man  to  every  18  tons ;  or  British  and 
colomal  together  had  a  man  to  every  20  tons ;  and  foreign  vessels 
had  a  man  to  every  40|-  tons.  Tl4  average  of  all  nationalities 
was  one -man  to  every  21  tons. 

83.  Three  sailing  vessels,  of  an  aggregate  burden  of  187  tons, 
were  built  in  Victoria  in  tiie  year  under  review,  but  no  steamer 
was  bmlt  during  that  year,  in  the  previous  year  two  steamers, 
measuring  32  tons,  and  eight  sailing  vessels,  measuring  446  tons, 
were  built.  Four  steamers,  of  1,496  tons,  and  46  sailing  vessels,  of 
11,144  tons,  were  registered  in  the  year  under  review,  as  against 
five  steamers,  of  476  tons,  and  37  saiUng  vessels,  of  7,671  tons,  in 
the  fcnrmer  year« 


Vessels  en- 
tered from  and 
cleared  for 
various  coun- 
ties. 


British,  co- 
lonial, and 
foreign  vessels 
entered  and 
cleared. 

Crews,  and  pro- 
portion to  ton- 
nage. 


Vessels  built 
and  registered. 
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Vessels  on  tLe 
register. 

lighters  and 


Victoria.  84.  The  vessels  on  the  Victorian  register  in  the  year  under 
notice  numbered  423 ;  viz.,  48  steamers  and  375  sailing  vessels. 
Tlie  tonnage  of  the  former  was  10^622^  that  of  the  latter  55^688. 
The  steamers  carried  773  men,  and  the  sailing  vessels  2,448  men. 
85.  The  number  of  lighters  licensed  for  the  conveyance  of  goods 
boats  licensed,  ^^g  136  in  the  vear  under  reidew,  and  127  in  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  boats  licensed  in  the  year  under  review  was  320 
for  ferry,  passenger,  and  other  purposes,  7  for  oyster  fishing,  and 
2  whale  boats,  or  329  in  alL  In  the  previous  year  the  total 
number  of  boats  licensed  was  315,  viz.,  310  for  ferry,  passenger 
tra£Sc,  &c.,  3  for  oyster  fishing,  and  2  whale  boats. 
Foetal  retamB,  86.  The  following  is  a  return  of  the  letters  and  newspapers 
1872  and  1878.  despatched  and  received,  and  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
post  office,  in  the  last  two  years.  A  large  increase  will  be  observed 
m  all  the  items.  The  income  and  expenditure  includes  that  of 
the  electric  telegraph  department,  which  is  incorporated  with  the 
post  office.  The  expenditure  does  not  include  the  cost  of  steam 
postal  communication  with  (heat  Britain : — 


To$tage,  1872  and  1873. 


Money  orders. 


Electric 
telegraphs. 


Year. 

Namber  of 

Post 

Offices. 

Number  despatched  and  received  of— 

Income. 

Expend!- 

Letters. 

News- 
papers. 

Packets. 

tore* 

1872 
1878 

788 
764 

12>941»095 
14,476,086 

5,490,772 
6,080,007 

666,486 
707,816 

182,774 
191,867 

288,091 
260,812 

87.  Money  orders  are  now  issued  and  paid  at  204  places  in 
Victoria.  Orders  are  besides  issued  in  favour  of  Victoria  and 
Victorian  orders  are  paid  at  places  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  South  Australia,  Western 
Australia,  Queensland,  and  Tasmania.  The  following  are  the 
number  and  amounts  of  orders  issued  and  paid  in  Victoria  in  the 
two  last  years : — 

Money  Order 8,  1872  and  1873. 


Year. 

Number  of 

Money  Order 

Offices. 

Money  Orders  issaed. 

Money  Orders  paid. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Number. 

Amount. 

1872 
1878 

196 
204 

118,050 
118,185 

£       «.  d. 
341,976    6  10 

841,961  10    8 

106,084 
109,048 

£       s.  d. 

828,188  16    8 

848,019     0    6 

88.  There  are  now  nearly  4,000  miles  of  telegraph  wire  in 
operation  in  Victoria.     The  Victorian  lines  are,  moreover^  con* 
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nected  with  those  of  the  other  Australian  colonies  and  Tasmania^     Viotobia. 
and  with  the  trans-continental  line  to  Europe.     The  following  are 
the  returns  for  the  last  two  years  : — 


Electric  Telegraphy  1872  anrf  1873. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Stations. 

Number 
of  Miles 
of  Wire. 

Number  of  Telegrams. 

Amount 

Paid. 

Unpaid. 

Total. 

reoeiyed. 

1872 
1878 

117 
185 

8,684 
8,928 

554,815 
598,848 

85,645 
124,819 

639,960 
718,167 

42,618 
45,828 

89.  The  number  of  miles  of  railway  open  at  the  end  of  1873  Miles  of  tail- 
was  468;  of  this  extent  441  miles  were  the  property  of  the  State^  ^^J2tS.*^ 
and  17  miles  belonged  to  a  private  company.    Legislative  sanction  P'^J*^**^ 
had  been  obtained  for  the  making  by  the  Government  of  380 
additional  miles  of  railway,  and  145  miles  were  actually  in  the 

course  of  construction  at  the  period  named. 

90.  The  returns  under  notice,  except  those  of  railway  receipts.  Cost  o!  con- 
do  not,  so  far  as  those  relating  to  the  Government  lines  are  con-  "traction, 
cemed,  extend  to  a  later  period  than  the  30th  June  1873,  but  the 
returns  of  the  private  railways  go  down  to  the  end  of  1873.     At 

these  dates  the  miles  opened  and  total  cost  of  construction  stood      * 
as  follow.     The  amount  set  down  as  the  cost  of  private  lines 
represents  their  cost  to  the  present  proprietors.    The  absolute 
cost  of  construction  was  1,289,285/.,  the  difference  being  the  loss 
sustained  by  former  companies : — 


Baiboays,  Length  and  Cost. 


Miles  opened. 

Total  Cost. 

Average  Cost 
per  AOle. 

GoYemment  lines  ... 
Priratelines 

860 
17 

10,815,880 
859,979 

A        8.    d. 
80,212    0    0 

50,587    0    5 

Total       - 

877 

11,675,859 

80,799     0    5 

91.  The  rolling  stock  on  the  lines  consisted  at  the  periods  E<dli]ig  ttooL 
named  of  111  locomotives,  229  passenger  carriages,  150  sheep  and 
cattle  trudffl,  1,571  ffoods  trucks  and  waggons,  and  135  guard 
vans  and  other  vehicjea     The  total  cost  of  this  rolling  sto(£  was 
882,218/. 

87458.  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ViOTOXU. 

Passenger 
rates. 


Diftance 
travelled. 


FfljMengers 
carried. 


GoodA 


Bailway  re- 
ceipts. 


130  PAPEBB  BELATIK0  TO 

92,  The  paeaeDger  ratas  p^  mile  were  as  follow  : — 
Passenffer  Rates. 


JtEot  Class. 


Second  Class. 


QoMfBttent  lines,  single 
„  ,f     retam 

PriTate  lines,  single    - 
M  M     return   - 


d. 
2 

H 
1 


VS.  The  distanoe  travelled  during  the  twelve  months  prior  to 
the  dates  of  the  returns  was,  on  Government  lines  1,354^131  miles, 
and  on  private  lines  412,586,  making  a  total  of  1,766,717  miles. 

94.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  same  periods 
on  Government  lines  was  1,720^814^^  and  on  private  Unes 
3,003,233,  or  4,724,047i  in  all 

95.  The  weight  of  goods  carried  on  Government  lines  during 
the  twelve  months  was  569,869  tons,  and  on  private  lines  233/)64 
tons,  making  a  total  of  802,933  tons. 

96.  The  total  receipts  on  Gt)vemm6nt  and  private  lines  during 
the  two  last  years  for  which  information  is  available  were  as 
follow.  The  receipts  on  Government  lines  are  those  of  the  years 
ended  SOA  June  1873  and  1874  :— 


Railway  Receipts^  1872  OTuf  1873. 


PMaenger 
Fares. 

Prai^t  on 
Live  Stock. 

fiundriM.     ) 

XetelBeGtipte. 

1872. 

1878. 

1872. 

1878. 

1872. 

1878. 

1872. 

1878. 

QoTemmjent  lines 
Pri^atoliBM       - 

222,996 
88,626 

260,676 
196,288 

«fi,971 
87,0S6, 

646,968 
47,628 

87,782 
1,616 

43^899 
IW 

£ 

708,728 

126^76 

851.048 
154^017 

Tetel- 

609^621 

mm 

iMkOM 

69M96 

89W 

ujm 

828)994 

lJ)OBj069 

Note. — The  returns  relating  to  the  Government   lines  are 
brought  down  to  liie  30th  June  of  the  year  succeeding  the  lone 
nam^  at  the  liead  of  the  columns. 
Wages.  97.  The  following  are  the  average  rates  of  labour  in  MeUboume 

in  the  year  under  review,  and  at  the  two  former  quinquennial 
poiiods.  It  will  be  observed  thi^  up  to  ^  laiest  period  wages, 
Bfl  a  rviit9  have  ibUy  maintaiaed  tkcsr  ctandMrd,  and  that  in  mmmj 
BDfllaiices  the  ratee  vere  hi^Mr  in  10K3  tiban  tiief  were  lien  yean 
pravioady.  In  oonntry  distriola  iMges  are  geneoalfy 
higher  thian  in  Melbourne : — 
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JVaffes  in  Melbourne^  1863,  1868,  and  1873. 


Ykizosia. 


Defloription  of  Labour. 

1868. 

1868. 

1878. 

AOBICULTUXAL  LASOTTB* 

FarmlAomBn       -         -  per  w«ek, -with wttans 
Pkmghmai   -         -        -         „             «         - 
^aperi        -         *         -peracre          » 
Mowera         -         -         -        ^»  ,.  ,       •• 
ThieshcD      *        ^        -  per  bushel      » 

12«.tol89. 
15«.toS09. 

Il)f.t0l29. 

8«.to4«. 
44.  to  At. 

109.  to  209. 
169.  to  209. 
109.  to  169.  ' 
49.  to  69. 
S<i.to6(2. 

lS9.toMc. 
18v.to209. 
129.tol49. 
89.6d.to6t.64. 
H,tfind, 

PAfiVOBAL  IjLBOITB.t                             , 

Shephflffde  •                  »  per  amiuzn, -with  nttaia 

^ai^»pers      ;       ;       »           »       ; 

General^-aBelal  mesi  on  ^  „_    * ,_ 
Btationa   -         -        .jporweek 

SOLtoSSZ. 
SEtoTOC 
26{.to8(». 

15t.tol8». 

262.to4M. 

a02.to«ML 

222. 

802.  to  602. 
862.to602. 
262.  to  802. 

169.  to  209. 

149. 
189.  to  149. 

129.  to  169. 
12«.tolS9. 

169.  to  269. 
149.tol69. 

AnTTBAy  Li3(naL 

Mmm      .                  -perdflv^wilhoiAntion 
Flast^en  *         *         "       i>                  m         * 

Black^tiis         '         •       I                  I         ' 

89.  to  109. 
89.telto. 
8&tol09. 

79.t089.     . 
89.tOl09. 

%.'tolOfc  , 
79.  to  109. 
79.  to  109. 
79.  to  109. 
7#.lfW.tolflt. 

I«i.toll9. 

109. 
109. 

89.tolU. 
109.tol29. 

Sbbtahb-Haiss  ahi)  Xasbixd  Coirrxn.    ^ 

Maniedoaiq>ln.wi1ii-rper  amnmi,  idth  Imwd) 

Married  ooopilee,  w^i  > 

fiimily            -        -i             ••                »          -; 
Men  oooki»  on  fitrms  >  _.,  __^ 

Gnwmfl  -         «         -  peramram            n 
Gardeners        •         -         »                   »         - 

601.  torn. 
4O2.to0OL 

662.  to  662. 
462.to662.  ' 

602.to9«. 
4O2.toa0l. 

209.tojni9. 
402.  to  662. 
462.  to  027. 

169.  to  209. 

862.toKb2.  . 
f  209.  to  289. 
Iperweek. 

;402.to6Q2. 
IperauBBBl 
402.toiOI. 
(-209.  to  He 
Iperweek. 

' 

Cooks*         -  per  ammm^vifli  beard  and  MgiDff 
Laondreiies  -         „               „               »           -' 
General     eer- 

nJSJLii.:    :       :       :  .  : 

Nursennids  -         »               I              "           - 

802.to«i  I 

18ito8Q2.  \ 
18ito262.   . 
12Lto262. 

262.to4«2. 
a02.to802.  1 

»2.to802. 
802.to802.  . 
122.to202.   . 

tt2.to«K. 
aO2.to402. 

262.to<862. 
262.to8ai. 
202.  to  812. 

Genenllibonrers  -  per  dar,  without  rations 
Stonebreakers        -  per  cubic  yard,  without  rations 
Seamen       -         -  per  month,  with  rations 

S9.toaf:    ^ 
89.  td.  to  49.' 
42.to42.109. 

«9.to79. 
1«.  to  89. 
42.to62. 

69.  tot*. 

l9.M.to49. 

62.to62. 

98.  The  prices  ia  Melboume  of  the  priadpal  articles  of  con-  Fnoes. 
sumption  at  the  same  periods  are  quoted  as  foHow.    The  ^eost  ef 
groceiieB,  wines,  i^irits,  &c.  is  natunJlj  liiglier,  and  the  cost  of 
farm  produce  lower,  m  country  distzicts:^- 

Prices  in  Melbtmme,  1868,  1808^  1873. 


Articles. 

1868. 

1868. 

18M. 

49.8&icrtt.M.' 

49.84.to«ii 
49.fltf.teiftM. 
49iM.tofliLlM. 
l9.id..tol9..M. 

62.totf.lft2. 

102.1As.toUL109. 

6ftii.to8d. 

eh.'toiM^Oii.    ! 

aiLto><aad.    . 
89^811.  to.49.0<2. 
89.8d.to49.6d. 
U.8d.tol9.7d. 
82. 109.  to  82. 109. 
182.309.  to  222. 
8d.toI0d.       1 

49.6d.to7«.«. 

89. 6d.  to  79. 6< . 

8i.M.ito69.«i. 

29.Mc2.to69.8i. 

lld.toU9i<f. 

82. 69.  to  71.  lit. 
122.toM 
ii2..to8c2. 

*  Bm  Ml90  pawgrnfelMyyxt  t  Bee  ml$o  paragraph  217,  jiMt 

I  2 
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Articles. 

186S. 

1868. 

1878. 

GBAXiva  Pboducb. 

Hones.  diMgit 

-    each 

St.  to  SOI. 

8l.to4«. 
tf.to28l. 

tt{.to4M. 

CattUfat      . 

"              •            w 

».tolOI. 

9Ltol0l,6i. 

4L10t.tol4l. 

M     miloh  cows 

Sl.to7L 

4l.tol2l. 

61.  to  11/. 

Lambs,  fat     - 

■              •            w 

ttf.6tf.tol7s.6d. 

8s.tol2s. 

8t.to20t.6d. 

"               •            M 

5t.tolSs. 

2s.9tf.to8s. 

6t.6d.tol2t. 

Bufecben'nieat.beef.retBU-  per  lb. 

4d,io7d, 

2tf.to6ki. 
Iitf.to4itf. 

4d.to8tf. 

»             mutton  n  -        m 

8d.to6d. 

2|d.to6d. 

n              veal        »  •         m 

7AtoW. 

6tf. 

» 

„            Emb     n  •  pertirtr. 

8tf.tol<ki. 

8tf.to8tf. 

6d.to9tf. 

8#.6<l.to4«.6tf. 

8s.to4s.6tf. 

DXIXT  Pboduoi. 

llif.toSi.6(i. 

8tf.toU.7tf. 

8tf.toU.6tf. 

»    'imported  salt,  whole- 

sale         -         •        1. 

tkd.toU.Hd. 

8tf.toU. 

6id.toU.4d. 

Cheese,  colonial,  retail        -        » 

9d,toBd. 

6tf.toU.6tf. 

8d.toU.6tf. 

n      imported,  wholeesle 
Milk    .         •         .         .perqnart 

9d.UiU.U. 

llitf.toU.2ttf. 

U.toU.ld. 

Qd^tolOd. 

6tf. 

6d. 

Fabx  Yxbd  Pbodvob. 

Geese  -         •         -      -per couple 

7$.tol4i. 

8s.tol4s. 

7t.tolU. 

Ducks - 

•              w 

ttf.to8«. 

6s.  to  6s. 

4s.  8d.  to  7t. 

Fowls  - 

6s.to7«. 

4s.to6s.6tf. 

St.  6d.  to  6t. 

Babbits 

•                     M 

8«.t0  6i. 

2s.to6s. 

2t.to8t. 

Piffeons 

■                     M 

2t.to2s.6tf. 

2s.  to  8s. 

2t.to8t. 

TuriEeys 

.      each 

89.tol6i. 

4s.6tf.tol2s.6d. 

4t.  tolls. 

Sucking  pigs  < 

■         »•.. 

10s.  to  15s. 

6s.  6tf.  to  lU. 

10t.tol2s. 

Bacon  - 

. 

-     perlb. 

lltf.toU.4tf. 

10tf.toU.2tf. 

Ud.  to  U.  2d. 

Ham    • 

■                m 

lltf.tols.6tf. 

U.toU.6tf. 

U.  2d.  to  U.  4d. 

Eggs    ....  perdoien 

ls.8tf.to6s. 

U.to2s.2tf. 

Ir2d.to2t.2d. 

OlSDBV  Pboducb. 

41.  to  61. 

4I.10t.to72. 

U.to9l. 

n       ntea        -      -    ^Ib. 

ltf.to2tf. 

ltf.tol«tf. 

Onions,  dried           -      -  percwt. 

10s.to25«. 

6s.to20s. 

2s.  to  10s. 

Garrots          •        per  dos.  bunches 

8tf.tols.0d. 

6tf.toU. 

4d.to8d. 

"^S^    :     :     : 

•tf.to2s.6tf. 

6tf.to2s.6tf. 

4d.to8tf. 

4tf.to6tf. 

4tf.to6tf. 

4tf.to6tf. 

Oabbajses       •         •      -   per  dos. 
Oauliflowers  •         •      •         m 

4tf.to6s. 
U.6tf.to8s. 

6tf.to6s. 
2s.to8s. 

6tf.to2s. 
U.to4s. 

Lettuces        .... 
Green  pea*    •         -      •    per  lb. 

8tf.tols.6tf. 

8tf.toU. 

Stf.to6tf. 
Itf.to2tf. 

Tea  (duty  paid)        -      -  per  chest 

41. 10s.  to  in.  10s. 

IZ.  10s.  to  181. 

9d.to2s.8d.perlb. 
ttd.toU.«i4d. 

OoAwrfibond) 
Sugar  (duty  pdd)    • 

-    perlb. 

10tf.toU.ltf. 

7|tf.tol0|tf. 
2S^10s.to6U. 

•    perton 

261.  to  601. 

Stf.  toSOI. 

Bice    - 

>     perlb. 

4tf.to5tf. 

8tf.to4tf. 

f  19L  lOt.  to  277. 
I       perton. 
7dloU.8d. 

Tobacco  (hi  bond)    « 

M 

2s.to6s.6tf. 

4tf.to2s.8tf. 

Soap,  imported 

>    perton 

20{.to2U. 

WU. 

..    colonial 

percwt. 

Ms.  to  8^. 

2»S.to86s. 

2U.  to  202!  per  ton. 

Candles,  tallow 

perlb. 

7dLto8tf. 

6tf. 

4kd.to4kd, 
10ld.toU.0id.' 

»      q>erm 

M 

8tf.toU.ltf. 

tttf.tou.oitf. 

Salt    -         - 

perton 

81. 10s.  to  61. 6s. 

41. 6s.  to  81. 10s. 

42. 10s.  to  61. 10s. 

Coals   - 

•- 

2tts.to88s. 

26s. 

20t.to60s. 

Firewood       -        •      •        »• 

12t. 

8s.tol2s. 

10t.6d.tol4s. 

WnrM.  SpimiTs.  Ac 

Ale  (dulgr  paid)       -      •  perhhd. 

6K.lAs.to8I.10i. 

4l.l6s.tottl. 

7l.Vi$.tolOL 

WW                                  * 

per  dos. 

8s.6tf.tol0s.6tf. 

7s.6tf.tolOt.6tf. 

8t.6d.tolSt. 

Porter    » 

porhhd. 

61.  to  71. 10s. 

81. 10s.  to  61. 16s. 

62. 6t.  to  72. 16s. 

1.         I* 

perdoo. 

8s.8tf.tolU. 

7t.tol0t. 

7s.0tf.tolSt.6tf. 

Brandy  (hi  V^})     • 

pwgalL 

6s.tol2s.6tf. 

6t.to8t.6tf. 

8t.0tf.to0s.8tf. 

Bum           „• 

w 

2s.  Od.  to  4s. 

8t.6d.to4t.6d. 

2t^l0|tf.to4t.6tf. 

1^^  :     : 

8s.to4s.8tf. 

4s.6d.to6t.6d. 

8s.6tf.to6t.6d. 

w 

8s.to4s. 

U.  lOld.  to  6t. 

8t.lid.to4ti6d. 

Port  wine   «           ■ 
_w      (duty  paid)  - 

per  pipe 
perdok 

80l.to80<. 

M.U}100L 

1    ' 

2is.to60f. 

2is.to60s. 

24t.to00t. 

per  butt 

84f.tollOI. 

20l.tol20l. 

202.tol202. 

perdoi. 

2&s.to60s. 

20t.to70s. 

Ohkiet            .         - 

8s.to66s. 

Ut.  6d.  to  100s. 

lU.6d!tol00t. 

Champagne    -         .      -        ; 

20s.to60s. 

80s.tott0s. 
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99.  The  price  of  gold  ranged  in  the  year  under  review  firom     Victobu. 
3i  5s.  to  4i  28. 9d.  per  oz.     Its  purity,  and  consequently  its  value,  p.   "T" 
differs  in  different  districts.  -  It  fetched  most  in  the  Balkrat  dis-  ™^  ^  ^^^' 
trict,  where  the  price  ranged  from  SL  I6s.  6rf.  to  4Z.  2*.  9d.  per  oz., 

and  least  in  the  Gippsland  district^  where  the  price  ranged  from 
3/.  5*.  to  3i  19*.  6d.  per  oz. 

100.  The  returns  of  live  stock  imported  overland  have  hitherto  live  stock  im- 
been  most  unsatisfactory,  as^  notwithstanding  the  registration  of  P^^  over^ 
imported  stock  was  made  compulsory  under  Act  19  "^ct.  No.  21,  *"  ' 

it  is  known  that  large  quantities  of  stock  have  each  year  been 
brought  into  the  C(3ony  across  the  Murray,  and  have  not  been 
officially  accounted  for  in  any  way.  Injectors  of  live  stock  were, 
however,  appointed  about  the  end  of  January  in  the  year  under 
review,  and  by  their  agency  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  complete 
returns  will  be  available  in  futura  From  the  date  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers  to  the  end  of  1873  they  took  cognizance  of 
13,567  horses,  86,503  head  of  cattle,  717,305  sheep,  and  1,627 
pigs  which  passed  over  the  borders  into  Victoria.  These  figures 
are,  in  the  case  of  each  description  of  stock,  largely  in  excess  of 
the  numbers  registered  during  the  whole  ^ear  under  Act  No.  2L 

101.  The  weights  and  measures  used  m  Victoria  are  in  every  Weights  and 
respect  similar  to  those  in  use  in  the  lJnite4,  Kingdom.  measures. 


Part  VI. — Law,  Crime,  etc. 

102.  This  Part  commences  with  tables  relating  to  the  Transfer  Transfer  of 
of  Land  Statute.     By  these  it  appears  that  the  number  of  appli-  ^^^  Statute 
cations  to  bring  land  under  the  Act  was  1,076  in  1872,  and  1,149  *'**^**<^^«- 
in  1873 ;  that  the  extent  of  land  included  in  applications  in  the 

8ame  years  respectively  was  31,595  acres  and  32,502  acres,  and  its 
value  773,8937.  and  1,128,5347. ;  that  the  number  of  certificates  of 
title  issued  was  7,318  and  4,643 ;  that  the  number  of  transactions 
was  30,865  and  31,906^,  and  the  number  of  forms  sold  was  1,658 
and  1,324. 

103.  The  fees  received  in  the  Office  of  Titles  in  the  year  1872  Fees, 
amounted  to  17,600i,  and  m  1873  to  17,262/1 

104.  Up  to  the  end  of  1873,  the  total  extent  of  land  under  the  Extent  and 
Act  amounted  to  4,916,318  acres,  valued  at  10,486,9207.     Of  this,  ^^^  ""V^^, 
285,557  acres,  valued  at  4,404,0767.,  had  been  brought  under  the  ''"^®'  ^®  ^""^^ 
Act  by  application,  and  4,630,761  acres,  valued  at  6,082,8447.,  by 

grant  and  purchase  from  the  Crown.  The  total  extent  ali^iated 
m  Victoria  up  to  the  end  of  1873  was  9,401,050  acres;  and  by 
the  above  figures  it  is  seen  that  more  than  half  of  this  area  was 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Transfer  of  Land  Statute. 

105.  The  number  of  transactions  in  Equity  amounted  to  507  in  Transactions  in 
1872,  and  to  799  in  1873.  ^^^y- 

106.  The  probates  issued  number  392,  and  the  letters  of  ad-  Probates  and 
ministration  429,  in  1872 ;  the  property  included  in  the  former  ^*^*?^£*^~ 
b^ng  sworn  under  1,229^579^,  and  that  in  the  latter  under  °^^°^     ^^^ 
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Divorce  and 
matrimonial. 


Equity  fees. 


365,1 99f.  In  ISTS,  the  probates  mwbered  548,  nd  the  letters 
of  adnnniBtnition  547 ;  the  property  is  the  former  being  sworn 
under  1,114,798/1,  and  that  in  the  latter  under  452,2*2^ 

107.  Eighteen  petitions  for  dissohitioB  of  marriage,  8  for  judicial 
separation,  and  9  for  alimony,  were  filed  in  1872,  as  against  17 
for  dissolution  of  marriage,  4  for  judicial  separation,  and  5  for 
{dimony,  in  1873. 

108.  The  fees  coHected  in  the  department  of  the  Master  in 
Equity  in  1872  and  1873  were  as  follow: — 


isrs. 

1893. 

A 

« 

- 

87,648 

89,026 

B^ty          -           -           -           . 

- 

l/)6» 

M17 

Ecdesiastical            ... 

• 

690 

893 

DiTorce        -           .           -           - 

- 

9S 

124 

Miacellaneous           -           -           - 

• 

2 

— 

89,485 

4r,260 

Lunacy.  109.  The  moneys  collected  in  the  department  of  the  Master  in 

Lunacy  in  the  same  two  years  were  as  follow : — 


1872. 

1873, 

« 

M. 

Collected  on  behalf  of  lunatic  patientB 

4,872 

1,120 

Peiwcente^  Baid  into  Treaaofy 

«ai 

718 

Paid  into  Treasnry  on  acoonnt  of  mainte- 
nance      -                       -           -           . 

8,402 

2,822 

Fees-          ..... 

89 

69 

8,494 

4^29 

Insolvency.  HO.  The  number  of  insolyeats  was  804  in  1872,  and  672  in 

1873.  In  the  former  year  the  liabilities  amounted  to  696,8681, 
and  the  assets  to  222,770Z,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  474/)98Z.  In 
tlie  latter  year  the  liabilities  amousSed  to  330,337il,  and  the  assets 
to  188,351/.,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  141,986/1  The  court  fees 
amounted  to  2,495iL  in  1872,  and  to  2,842  in  1873. 

Inteatai^.  m.  The  intestate  estates  dealt  with  by  the  curator  in  1873 

nombered  347^  of  whioh  236  were  fresh  estates^  and  111  estates 
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renuuniiig  from  former  ye&i&    The  estimated  value  of  the  fioeeh     Vxoto&u. 

estates  was  31,408^     The  sums  received  by  the  curator  during        

the  year  amounted  ia  the  aggregate  to  319543/.,  and  the  sums 
piud  to  17,5531 

112*  The  persons  taken  into  custody  by  the  Yictoriaa  police  Persons  taken 
in  the  last  two  years,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  weie  deaU  ^"*®  custody, 
with,  are  ffy&i  in  the  following  table : — 


Bfrsans  arrested  by  Police^  1872  and  1873. 


1872. 

1873. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Taken  into  custody 

28,705 

19,081 

4,674 

24,959 

19,911 

5,048 

Discharged  Ij  magis- 
trates- 

Snnunaiily  conyicted,  or 
held  to  bail    - 

Committed  for  trial 

7,478 

15,544 
688 

5,956 

12,442 

688 

1,517 

8,102 
55 

7,262 

16,968 
729 

5,724 

18,580 
657 

1,588 
8,488 

7a 

113.  Both  in  the  year  imder  review  and  the  former  one  four- 
fifths  of  the  persons  taken  into  custody  were  males^  and  one-fifih 
were  females. 

114.  Of  the  persons  taken  mto  custody  in  1872,  31  per  cent 
were  discharged  by  magistrates,  66  per  cent,  were  summarily  con* 
victed  or  held  to  bail,  and  3  per  cent  were  committed  for  tiiaL 
Of  those  taken  into  custody  in  1873,  29  per  eent  were  discharged 
by  magistrates,  68  per  cent  were  summanly  convicted  or  hdd  to 
bail,  and  3  per  cent,  were  committed  for  trial. 

115.  Ninety-two  per  cent  of  those  committed  for  trial  in  1872 
were  males,  and  8  per  cent,  were  females.  In  the  year  under 
review,  90  per  cent,  of  those  committed  for  trial  were  males,  and 
10  per  cent  were  females. 

116.  Of  those  committed  for  trial  in  1872,  407,  or  69  per  cent., 
were  convicted  and  sentenced;  203,  or  30  per  cent,  were  acquitted; 
and  78,  or  11  per  cent,  were  not  prosecuted.  Of  those  committed 
for  trial  in  1873,  476,  or  65  per  cent.,  were  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced; 201,  or  28  per  cent,  were  acquitted;  and  52,  or  7  per 
cent,  were  not  prosecirted. 

117.  In  the  year  under  review  the  persons  taken  into  custody 
were  of  the  following  ages : — 461  under  10  years  of  age ;  746  be- 
tween 10  and  16;  1,695  between  15  and  20;  2,379  between  2<^ 
and2»;  3,230  between  26  and  30;  7,023  between  30  and  40 ; 
5,431  between  40  and  60 ;  2,763  between  60  and  60;  and  1,282 
upwards  of  60. 

118.  Of  the  persons  taken  into  custody,  175,  or  7  in  I,00O, 
were  possessed  of  superior  instruction ;  6,800,  or  232  in  1,000, 
could  read  and  write  well;  14,182,  or  668  in  1,000,  could  read 
only,  or  CMld  read  and  write  imperfectly ;  and  4,802,  or  199  in 


Sexes  of  per- 
sons arrested. 


Persons  ar- 
rested, how 
dealt  with. 


Sexes  of  per- 
sons ocmunited 
for  trial 


Persons  com- 
mitted for  trial, 
how  dealt  with. 


Agesof  per- 
sons arrested. 


Dejpree  of  eda- 
cabon  of  per- 
sons arrested. 
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Birthplaees  of 
persons  ar- 
rested. 


1^000,  could  not  read  When  the  census  was  taken  no  more  than 
111  in  every  1^000  of  the  population  of  5  years  and  upwards,  and 
only  90  in  1,000  of  those  of  15  years  and  upwards,  were  xmable 
to  read.  Persons  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  police  are  there- 
fore evidently  worse  instructed  on  the  average  than  the  general 
population. 

119.  In  order  to  determine  the  relative  criminality  of  persons 
of  the  different  nationalities  of  which  the  population  is  composed, 
I  have  compared  the  numbers  taken  into  custody  of  each  nation* 
ality  with  the  total  numbers  of  the  same  nationality  living  at  the 
last  census,  and  the  result  is  given  in  the  following  table : — 


Birthplaces  of  Persons  arrested,  and  Population. 


Birthplaces. 


Numbers  taken 

into  Costody, 

1873. 


Proportions  per 

1,000  of 

Popolation  at  last 

Censos. 


Bn^and 

Ir^uid 

Scotland 

yrales 

Victoria 

Other  British  possessions 

United  States 

I^anoe 

Germany 

Spain  and  Italy 

China 

Other  countries 


7,514 

8,472 

2,470 

286 

2,916 

1,229 

818 

128 

340 

42 

848 

408 


46 

84 

44 

48 
9 

88 
129 
109 

87 

46 

47 

62* 


Belative  num- 
bers of  dif- 
ferent 
birthplaces. 


Beligionsof 
persons  ar- 
rested. 


120.  It  will  be  observed  that,  relatively  to  their  numbers  in  the 
population,  more  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  arrested  in 
the  year  under  review  than  persons  of  any  other  nationality,  and 
next  to  them  Frenchmen;  but  the  total  numbers  of  both  these  are 
small)  and  it  is  probable  tiiat  those  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
police  were  chiefly  disorderly  or  runaway  sailors.  After  these, 
the  relatively  lai^est  numbers  taken  into  custody  were  of  Irish, 
these  being  nearly  twice  as  great  as  those  of  persons  born  in  either 
England,  ScoUand,  or  Wa^  The  Chinese  arrested  were  re- 
latively rather  more  numerous  than  the  English.  The  Victorians 
arrested  were  relatively  less  numerous  than  persons  of  any  other 
nationality,  this  being  no  doubt  munly  due  to  the  large  propor- 
tion of  cmldren  embraced  in  their  numbers,  and  the  same  circum- 
stance may  partially  account  for  the  small  relative  number  of 
persons  of  '^  other  British  possessions/'  including  the  other  Aus- 
tralian Colonies,  arrested.  It  vrill  be  noticed  tlmt  tiie  Germans 
arrested  were  relatively  less  numerous  than  even  these,  or  than 
natives  of  any  other  country  except  Victoria. 

121.  The  relative  number  of  criminals  amongst  persons  of 
different  religions  is  similarly  determined  by  comparison  of  the 
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numbers  taken  into  custody  with  the  figures  of  the  population  at     Yigtobia. 
the  last  census : —  "■" 


Beliffions  of  Persons  arrested,  and  Population. 


Religions. 

Numbers  taken 

into  Custody, 

1878. 

Proportion  per 

1,000  of 

Population  at  last 

Censos. 

Protestants 

Roman  Catholics       .           .            .           . 
Jews             -           .           -            -           . 
Mahometans-           -           .           •           . 
Pagans         -           .           -           -           . 

14,074 

9,852 

67 

25 

650 

27 
58 
19 
200 
48 

122.  According  to  these  figures^  one-fifth  of  all  the  Mahometans  Relative  num- 
in  the  Colony  were  taken  into  custody  in  1873,  but  the  whole  bersof  dif- 
number  at  the  census  was  only  126,  and  the  26  arrested  were  '«»«'»*  "^^fi^^^"^- 
probably  Lascar  sailors.     The  Roman  Catholics  arrested  were 
relatively  twice  as  numerous  as  the  Protestants,  three  times  as 
numerous  as  the  Jews,  and  21  per  cent,  more  numerous  than  the 

Pagans. 

123.  The  following  are  the  sentences  passed  on  the  persons  Sentences  on 
tried  and  convicted  m  the  year  under  review  and  the  previous  ^^^  ^^^' 
one : — 


1872. 

1878. 

Death 

9 

2* 

Death  recorded 

. 

. 

a 

1 

10  to  14  years  hard  labour    - 

- 

- 

6 

16 

7  to  10  years            „ 

- 

- 

10 

18 

4  to  7  years             „ 

. 

- 

58 

61 

Under  4  years         „ 

2  years  and  upwards  imprisonment 

^ 

^ 

} 

160 

{ 

61 

87 

1  year  to  2  years                 „ 

- 

- 

75 

120 

6  months  to  12  months        „ 

. 

. 

88 

44 

. 

. 

28 

38 

Under  1  month                    „ 

. 

. 

14 

17 

Detained  during  pleasure 

. 

- 

a 

1 

Held  to  hail  - 

. 

. 

1 

6 

Fined 

- 

2 

4 

Total 

407 

476 

124.  Subjoined  are  some  of  the  principal  ofiences  for  which  offences  for 
arrests  have  been  made  and  the  number  of  arrests  for  such  ofiences  ^^^^  persons 
in  1863,  1868,  and  the  year  under  review.     Although  the  whole  ^^^  "^^^ 
population  has  much  increased  since  the  first-named  period,  it  is 

*  Fiye  men  were  executed  in  1878,  three  of  these  must  have  heen  arrested  in  1872. 
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Yiczobh.     dovibtfid  whetker  much  increue  luus  taken  (dace  at  the  ages  at 
which  crimes  are  generally  committed*:— 


1863. 

1868. 

1873. 

Murder  and  attempt  at  mmder  - 

79 

81 

25 

Manslaughter    .... 

2S 

22 

20 

Attempt  ti>  iBJQie  or  maim 

66 

55 

59 

Bape,  attempt  at  rape,  and  iadeoent  as- 

laalt.                        .           - 

81 

72 

74 

Sodomy  and  bestiality  ... 

18 

14 

12 

AaaanUa  (not  wlth  iuteut  to  rob) 

958 

1,226 

1,135 

Obstructing  constables,  rescuing,  &c.    - 

168 

168 

273 

Other  offences  against  the  penon 

69 

87 

lis 

Burglary,  hoosebrealdn^,  &o.    . 

127 

161 

IIT 

Bobbery,  assault  with  mtent  to  commit 

robbeiy,  &c.  -            -           -           - 

158 

108 

64 

Catde,  horse,  sheep  stealiag,  illegay 

using,  &c.      -           -           -            - 

181 

183 

136 

Larceny            .            -           -            - 

2,758 

2,656 

2,211 

Arson   -           -           -           -           - 

31 

34 

26 

Wilfii  damage  to  property 
Dimmitaij  dbaraotem,  pffostitates 

784 
589 

717 
334 

607 
274 

Drunkenness     •            -            -            . 

9,117 

9,743 

11,195 

Obscene,  threatening  language  - 

1,224 

1,365 

1,238 

ffiot,  breach  of  the  peaee,  &e.  • 

397 

1,361 

204 

Vagraaey          .           -           -           . 

1,550 

1,509 

1,146 

OAer  grounds  of  arrest 

3,994 

4,545 

6,025 

Total    . 

22,255 

24,384 

24,959 

SuprsQie  Court 
criminal  tet- 
sions. 


General  Ses- 
sions, 


Supreme  Court 
civil  sittings. 


125.  The  number  of  criminal  cases  tried  in  the  Siqtreme  Court 
in  1872  was  423^  \iz.,  323  for  felonies  and  100  for  nusdemeanora 
In  1873  the  number  tried  was  326^  viz.,  230  for  felonies  and  96 
for  misdemeanors.  The  number  of  convictions  in  1872  was  308, 
yiz.5  235  for  felonies  and  73  for  misdemeanors.  The  number  in 
1^3  was  222,  yiz.,  157  for  felonies  and  65  for  misdemeanors. 

126»  The  number  of  persons  tried  for  criminal  offences  in  die 
Courts  of  General  Sessions  was  206  in  1872,  and  346  in  1873. 
The  number  of  convictions  was  122  in  the  former  year,  and  228 
in  the  latter. 

127.  The  causes  entered  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  assessment 
of  damages  and  trial  numbered  261  in  1872,  and  206  in  1873,  the 
amount  of  damages  laid  being  180,660/.  and  172,196/.  The 
number  of  causes  tried  was  182  in  1872,  and  132  in  1873,  and 
the  amount  awarded  by  the  jury  was  23,020/.  in  the  former  year, 
and  52,408/.  in  the  latter. 
County  Courts,  128.  County  Courts  were  held  at  59  places  in  1872  and  60 
places  in  1873.  The  number  of  causes  tried  in  those  two  years 
respectively  was  10,705  and  11,249;  the  aggregate  amounts  sued 
for  were  268,369/.  and  232,771/.,  and  the  aggregate  amounts 
recovered  were  92,598/.  and  85,726/. 

129.  The  places  at  which  Courts  of  Mines  were  held  numbered 
33  in  1872  and  31  in  1873.     The  suits  numbered  122  la  the 

*  Between  the  censuses  of  1861  and  1871  Aere  was  a  faSing  off  of  the  male  pofm- 
lation  between  20  and  85  years  of  age  to  the  extent  of  48|766,  and  of  the  female 
population  between  25  and  80  years  of  a^e  to  the  extent  of  1,894.  See  Beport  by 
the  Goracnment  StaiiBt  on  the  oensoa  of  Victoria^  1871,  ppw  12  and  IS^ 


Court  of 
MineB. 
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former  jear  aad  102  iatfae  kter,  the  aggregpate  amount  or  ^ue     Votokia 
of  demand  waa  105^746/.  in  tke  former  year  and  221^02.  ia  the        " — 
latter. 

130.  In  1872  and  ld73  xespectiydy  Courts  of  Petty  SesMona  Courts  of  Petty 
were  hdd  at  179^  and  184  places.   Tlie  number  of  pefsons  bron^  Session*. 
before  them  for  indictable  offenoia  was  2,110  and  1,996,  o£  wl^tm 

721  wdA  795  were  comKiitted  for  tnaL  The  number  of  per8<»Hi 
bron^t  before  thCTi  for  other  offmoes  was  41,618  and  41^33^ 
of  whom  26,390  and  27,041  were  summarily  convicted.  The 
number  of  civil  cases  heard  was  29,850  and  21,147,  the  aggregate 
amounts  of  debts  or  damages  claimed  were  176,043  and  107,258/., 
and  the  aggregate  amounts  awarded  were  97,789/.,  and  65,886. 

131.  The  writs  issued  in  the  year  under  review  numbered  ^"^• 
1,386 ;  those  issued  in  the  preceding  year  numbered  1,723. 

132.  Four  criminals  were  executed  for  murder  and  one  for  rape  Executions, 
in  the  year  under  review.    Of  these,  1  was  a  native  of  ESagland, 

1  of  New  South  Wales,  1  of  France,  1  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
1  was  bom  at  sea ;  1  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England, 
1  of  the  Wedeyaa  Church,  and  3  were  Bomiin  Catholics.  In 
the  10  years  prior  to  the  year  under  review  39  executions  took 
place.  In  36  cases  the  offence  was  murder,  in  2  attempt  at 
murder,  and  in  1  case  sodomy.  No  native  of  Victoria  was  exe- 
cuted during  the  whole  period,  and  in  only  one  case  a  female. 
This  was  the  sole  instance  of  a  female  being  executed  since  the 
first  settlement  of  the  colony. 

133.  The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  gaols  and  p^a&l  Gaols  and 

establishments  in  Victoria  durimr  the  year  under  notice  and  the  ?,?°^  Esta- 

busnments. 
previous  one : — 

Gaob  and  Penal  EstahlishmentSy  1872  and  1873. 
Gaols. 


Year. 

Number 
of  Insti- 
totiono. 

Average  Number  of 
Prisoners. 

Number 

of 
Cases  of 
SiclrnesB. 

Number 

of 
Deaths. 

Number  of 
Pumsliments 
for  Offences 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

within  the 
Institution. 

1872     - 
187a     - 

10 
10 

643i 

«a4i 

294 
:      2a8 

87«i 
8tt| 

8,139 
8,994 

24 
21 

867 

7sa 

PeITAL  ISTABLIBHMElfTS. 


Year. 

Number 
(tflnsti- 
tntioptf. 

Average  Number  of 
Prisoners. 

Number 

of 
Cases  of 
Bloknesff. 

Number 

of 
Deaths. 

Number  of 
Punishments 
ifocOffienteB 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

within  the 
Institution. 

1872     - 
1878      - 

8 
8 

718 
706 

— 

718 

708 

922 
770 

8 
7 

1,218 
1,128 
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PAPEBS  RELATIKa    TO 


ViOTOBIA. 

Ages,  birth- 
plaoef,  reli- 
gionsof 
priionen* 


134.  The  abrogate  number  of  persons  who  passed  through  all 
the  gaols  in  the  year  under  review  was  9,821,  and  the  number 
who  passed  through  all  the  penal  establishments  was  1,518.  It 
is  prooable,  however,  that  some  of  these  were  merely  transferred 
from  one  establishment  to  another,  and  therefore  that  the  actual 
number  of  distinct  prisoners  was  less  than  this.  The  ages, 
religions,  and  birthplaces  of  the  respective  prisoners  were  recoiled 
at  each  institution  they  passed  through,  with  the  following 
results : — 


Ages,  Birthplaces,  and  Religions  of  Prisoners,  1873. 

AOBS. 


Totel 

Num- 
ber of 
Pri- 
soners. 

Under 
10. 

10  to 
16. 

16  to 
26. 

16  to 
86. 

86  to 
46. 

46  to 
66. 

66  and 
wards. 

Unspe- 

Gaoli    •      -      - 

9381 

16 

88S 

8^ 

tm 

tMA 

1^66 

871 

4 

Fttial   Bstebliih. 
mentt. 

1^8 

— 

1 

836 

446 

861 

241 

181 

— 

Bdkthplaobs. 


Confined  in— 

Total 
Number 

of 
Prisoners. 

Austra- 
lian Oo- 
lonies. 

England 

and 
Wales. 

Ireland. 

Soot- 
.land. 

Other 

12221 

sions. 

Gounmes 
other 
than 
Ofaina. 

China. 

Gaoli*      •      • 

PenUBslAbUsh- 
ments. 

9^1 
1^18 

14» 
197 

8,2«6 
000 

1^780 
268 

824 
112 

116 
87 

400 
184 

467 
96 

RBLiaiovs. 


Oonflnedin— 


Gaols       .      .      . 

Penal      Establish- 
ments. 


9.821 
1^8 


\007 
714 


946 
129 


167 


8^22 
867 


18 


468 

96 


16 


Befbrmatorien,  135.  The  returns  of  birthplaces  and  religions  of  children  in 
r^^^*^"^  reformatories  are  given  in  this  part  of  the  statistics.  From  these 
religions.  .^  appears  that  159  children  were  inmates  of  reformatories  at  the 

end  of  1873.  Of  these  144  were  natives  of  the  Australian  Colonies, 
6  of  England  and  Wales,  1  of  Ireland,  1  of  Scotland,  1  was  bom 
at  sea,  and  of  6  the  birthplace  was  unknown.  Seventy-eight,  or 
neariy  half  tiie  number,  were  set  down  as  Boman  Catholics,  31 
as  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  8  as  Presbyterians,  4  as 
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Wesleyans,  1  as  a  Baptist,  36  as  other  Protestants,  and  1  as  a     Viotobia. 
Jew.  

136.  The  number  of  inquests  in  the  year  under  review  was  Inqaests. 
1,566  as  against  1,512  in  the  former  year.     In  1873,  according 

to  the  verdicts,  710  of  the  deaths  were  from  natural  causes,  36 
from  intemperance,  759  from  external  causes,  55  from  unspec^ed 
or  doubtful  causes,  and  in  6  instances  verdicts  of  still-bom  were 
returned.  Of  the  deaths  from  external  causes,  593  were  held  to 
have  resulted  from  accident,  7  from  homicide,  95  from  suicide, 
5  from  execution,  and  59  from  doubtful  causes. 

137.  Ten  fire  inquests  were  held  in  the  year  under  review  as  Fire  iiuiaests. 
against  21  in  the  former  year.    In  five  instances,  out  of  the  10 

wLich  occurred  in  1873,  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  that  the  fire 
had  been  occasioned  purposely,  and  in  one  instance  an  open  verdict 
was  returned. 


Pabt  VII. — ^Religious,  Moral,  and  Intellectual 
Phooress. 

138.  The  number  of  buildings  of  all  descriptions  used  for  public  Chnrohes  and 
worship  in  1873  was  2,284.    Of  these  1,464  were  regular  churches  c^P^- 

or  chapels,  and  820  were  schoolhouses  or  other  public  or  private 
buildings.  The  approximate  number  of  services  held  durmg  the 
year  was  182,528 ;  the  number  of  persons  the  buildings  were 
calculated  to  hold  was  368,890 ;  and  the  niunber  of  persons  usually 
attending  at  the  principal  weekly  service  was  243,591. 

139.  The  following  are  the  number  of  edifices  used  for  worship  Chnrche*  and 
by  each    reli^rious    sect,  and    the    amount   of    accommodation  ^^v^ot 
aflbixled:-  '~*'''*- 


Churchet  and  Chapelt,  1873. 


Churches,  Chapels, 

Beligions  Denominfttion. 

&c.,  1878. 

Persons  for 
whom  there  is 

Number  of 

Accommodation. 

' 

Buildings. 

Church  of  Bnffland 
Boman  CathoBcs      - 

407 

68,115 

. 

• 

315 

68,000 

Ftesbyterians 

. 

. 

558 

67,455 

Wedeyaas    - 

• 

. 

786 

128,974 

- 

. 

97 

15,818 

Baptists 

• 

- 

65 

12,905 

Braagelical  LuthcBant 
Welsh  Calvinists      - 

- 

• 

48 

7 

8,700 
1,270 

Church  of  Christ      - 

• 

. 

88 

6,490 

Other  Christians      - 

. 

. 

17 

2,898 

Jeim 

• 

. 

7 

1,670 

Other  sects 

- 

• 

4 

1,600 

Total 

2,284 

868,890 
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Sabbath 
schools. 

Sabbath 
schools  of  each 
sect. 


14a  Neady  all  the  dencnnuiatians  ^Te  Sabbatk  achooli.  The 
total  number  in  1 873  was  1^390^  the  number  of  teachers  was  I  I^SSl, 
and  die  mnber  of  sdiolans  was  lll;973b 

141.  The  followm^  figures  show  the  number  of  Sabbath  sdiook 
attached  to^  each  rengtous  sect^  the  number  of  teaeh^iB  and  the 
number  of  scholars : — 


SiMaffi  Schools,  1873. 


Melboame 


Matriculated 
students. 


Students  at- 
tending lec- 
tures. 


Uniyendty 
receipts  and 
expenditure. 


Schools, 
teachers,  and 
scholars. 


Number  of 
Sabbath 
Bciiools. 

• 

linherof 
Teaii^eis. 

Number  of 
8eholars. 

Church  of  England 
Boman  Catholics 
Presbyterians    -            -           - 
Wesleyans         -            -            - 
Independents     -            -           - 
Bap&rts-           ... 
Eyangelical  Lutherans  - 
Well*  Calvinists 
Chmreh  ef  Cbdit 
Other  Christians 
Jews      -           .           -           - 
OAertects        ... 

2     64 
1   78 
8  11 
481 
63 
51 
IS 

7 
12 

8 

5 

2 

fi,T82 

937 

2,085 

5,180 

698 

477 

50 

81 

135 

25 

90 

20,881 

12,113 

24,891 

42,786 

4,970 

4,145 

530 

611 

9&0 

216 

246 

134 

Total 

1,390 

11,851 

111,978 

142.  The  number  of  graduates  at  the  Melbouse  Unsreiaity  £tma 
die  date  of  its  first  opening  to  Hbe  ead  of  1873  wias  867,  of  whom 
186  graduated  £rec^  and  181  adeundewL  The  foillowing  weie 
the  degrees  granted  :—B.A.,  126;  M.A.,  107;  M.B.,27;  MJ>., 
67;  LL.B.,  30;  and  LL.D.,  10. 

143.  The  number  of  Btsdenti  who  matriculated  from  the 
opening  of  the  tmiversity  to  the^adof  the  year  under  Jiotioe  was 
712 ;  of  these  98  malriiailaied  within  the  year. 

144.  The  number  of  students  who  attended  lectures  in  the  year 
under  review  was  133,  of  whom  131  w«i«  wamtnamkAeA  and  two 
non-matriculated.  Die  latter  attended  lectures  on  medicine  only  ; 
of  the  former  47  attended  lectures  in  art,  45  in  laws,  13  in  en^eer- 
ing,  and  26  in  medicine. 

14&.  The  total  reo^pts  of  the  university  in  i^  year  1873 
amounted  to  11,6422.,  pf  which  6,750Z.  was*deriyed  from  Govern- 
ment fdd,  4,706/.  from  college  fees,  and  187 Z.  from  other  mmmoL 
The  total  expaudituie  was  12,5901 

146.  The  mimber  of  schools  in  Victoria  feU  «ff  ham  IM* 
in  1872  to  1,731  in  1873,  but  the  number  of  scholars  iner^iBed 
from  160,743  to  226,264.  As  the  present  Educatdon  Act 
(36  Viet.  No.  447)  oame  into  operation  on  the  1st  January  1873, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  results  of  that  year  and  the 
previovs  one,  in  order  ta  ascertain  the  effect  of  the  new  system  in 
relation  to  both  public  and  private  schools : — 
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VitnosiA. 


Itoooto  aanstea  hy  i^e  State. 

Schools  nnMflkted  by  the 

State. 

Tear. 

Total 
jhrniber* 

Number 

of  In- 

stmctors. 

Number  of  ScboIazB. 

Total 
Number. 

Nombtr 
of  In- 

stmoton. 

Ontbe 
BoBs. 

Distinct 

Children 

(eetinm- 

*edX 

^bmber 
of 

Schobtrs. 

1871- 
1878  - 

1,048 
1,078 

2,4H 
8,149 

135,982 
207,826 

118,498 
181A81 

888 
858 

1,841 
ll|446 

24,781 
18,4a8 

Increase 
Deeroan    - 

80 

7S8 

...      1 

71,864 

62,688 

285 

895 

6^8 

147.  It  thus  appears  that  during  the  first  year  from  the  date  Decrease  of 
of  the  new  Act  commg  into  force  flie  net  decrease  of  schools  was  whools,  in- 
206,  the  net  increase  of  instructors  was  338,  and,  if  the  first  t(^^^^  a^^ 
column  shown  the  head  of  ^^  scholars  in  schools  assisted  by  the  schoburs. 
State,"  as  in  tibe  above  table^  be  used  as  the  basis    of  the  cal- 
culation, the  net  increase  of  scholars  was  65,611,  or  66^0  if  the 

second  column  be  so  used. 

148.  The  sexes  of  the  scholars  in  puUic  and  private  schools  at  ^^^^ 
the  two  periods  are  thus  shown  :^ 


scholars. 


Public  Schools* 

— 

Boys. 

Giris. 

Total. 

MU2 
1878 

78,826 
109,560 

62,136 
98,266 

135,962 
207,826 

iDAfease    *, 

35,784 

86»180 

71,864 

Private  ScJiooU. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

TotaL 

1872 
1878 

8,400 

18,695 
10,028 

24»7S1 
18,428 

DeoMafle  - 

2^86 

8,567 

.M58 

149.  Sevefi  of  Ae  sohook  included  in  both  years  with  those  not  Collegefl  and 
conneeted  mtti  the  State  were  ooBeges  or  mmmar  scbocfls^  and  f[^^^ 
fivtB  of  these 'at  Bome  former  period  rooerred  stmiB  fromOovem* 
ment  fbr  tlie  •ereotioii  of  bomcI  Vafldii^     Two  of  ibese  esta- 
buibiiieiits  or^  oeiiBected  with  tSie  Okfireb  of  Bi^lsnd,  wree  iiifii 
Oomx^b^  one  with  uie  Wesley au  mSetbocnst 
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PAPERS   RELATING  TO 


Victoria. 


Melbonnie 
Public  Library. 


National 
GaUerj. 


Industrial  and 
Technological 
Mn8eom. 


National 
Moseom. 


Supreme  Court 
Library. 


Mechanies* 
Institiites,  8cc, 


Hospitals. 


Chnrch5.and  one  with  the  Boman  Catholic  Church ;  thej  had  in 
all  1^30  pupils,  all  boys,  288  of  whom  were  boarders  and  942 
daj  scholars.  In  connexion  with  several  of  these  institutions 
there  are  exhibitions,  chieflj  with  a  view  of  assisting  the  ablest 
pupils  to  complete  their  education  at  the  University. 

150.  The  Melbourne  Public  Library  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
over  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  (100,290/.).  The  amount  of  aid 
it  received  from  the  Government  from  the  time  of  its  foundation 
being  laid  to  the  end  of  1 873  was  1 92,683/.  The  private  contribu- 
tions, consisting  chiefly  of  books,  pamphlets,  works  of  art,  and 
miscellaneous  Objects,  numbered  in  all  69,894.  Of  these,  36,216 
were  donations,  and  23,678  were  depoated  under  the  Copyri^t 
Statute.  The  estimated  value  of  these  contributions  is  10,46o£  /uie 
institution  is  kept  open  to  the  public,  free  of  charge,  on  week  days 
from  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and  was  visited  in  1873  by  229,362  persons. 

151.  The  National  Gallery  is  in  the  same  building  as  llie 
Melbourne  Public  Library.  It  contained  at  the  end  of  1873, 
68  oil  paintings,  158  statues  and  works  of  art,  and  5,625  water- 
colour  drawings,  engravings,  photographs,  &c.  Besides  the  general 
public,  who  are  admitted  without  charge  on  week  days  between  the 
hours  of  noon  and  5  p.m.  in  summer,  and  noon  and  4  p.m.  in  winter, 
it  was  attended  in  1873  by  57  male  and  118  female  students. 

152.  The  Lidustrial  and  Technological  Museum  is  in  the  same 
building,  and  is  open  to  the  public  during  the  same  hours  as  the 
last-named  institution.  It  contained  at  the  end  of  1873, 162  pub- 
lications, 13,835  specimens,  and  107  drawings.  Class  lectures  given 
in  1873  on  chemistry  were  attended  by  37  students,  on  mining  and 
mineralogy  by  8  students,  on  mathematics  by  14  students,  and  on 
tel^raphy  by  63  students. 

153.  The  National  Museum  is  in  a  building  attached  to  the 
Melbourne  University.  It  is  open  to  the  public,  without  payment, 
on  week  days  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  and  was  idsited  by  89,491 
persons  in  1873.  The  cost  of  erecting  the  building  was  8,476/*, 
and  the  amount  spent  in  maintenance  auring  1873  was  1,887/. 

154.  The  Supreme  Court  Library  is  supported  by  (eea  paid 
by  barristers  and  attorneys  on  admission  to  practise  at  the  Supreme 
(jourt,  and  is  free  to  both  branches  of  the  legal  profession. 
Besides  the  library  in  Melbourne  there  are  nine  branches  in  circuit, 
towns.  The  total  number  of  volumes  at  the  end  of  1 873  was  1 1,454 
and  the  amount  ex^nded  from  the  commencement  was  9,778/. 

165.  Free  libraries,  atheuseums,  or  mechanics'  or  literary  insti- 
tutes exist  in  most  of  the  towns  of  the  Colony.  These  institutions 
numbered  120  in  1873,  and  nearly  a  million  visits  to  them  were 
recorded  during  the  year.  The  number  of  vdumes  they  possessed 
at  the  same  period  was  162,542,  of  which  14,3 14  were  presented  by 
private  persons.  The  cost  of  the  buildings  was  83,963/.,  the  amount 
of  aid  received  from  Government  from  l£e  first  commencement  was 
46,667/.,  and  the  amount  from  private  sources  was  144,156/. 

156.  Thirty  general  hospitals  and  one  lying-in  hospital,  con- 
taining in  all  224  wards,  of  an  aggregate  measurement  of  2^072,1 1 1 
cubic  feet,  existed  in  Victoria  during  1873.  The  number  of  beds 
made  up  in  these  ins^tutions  was  1,962..    The  number  of  persQOfl 
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relieved  in-doors  during  the  year    was   14^520,   and  outrdoors     Viotobia. 

48,854.     The  average  number  of  in-door  patients  at  one  time  was         

1^426.  The  total  receipts  during  the  year  amounted  to  103,25621, 
of  which  63,773Z.  was  granted  by  Grovernment,  and  the  total 
expenditure  to  105,9907. 

167.  Including  the  Melbourne  Immigrants'  Home,  the  bene-  Benevolent 
volent  asylums  in  Victoria  ntunbered  6  in  the  year  imder  notice.  Aaylnms. 
One  of  these  institutions,  the  Ballarat  Benevolent  Asylum,  is  iedso 
a  lying-in  hospital.  The  institutions  contained  in  all  160  wards, 
of  an  aggregate  measurement  of  1,176,459  cubic  feet,  and  made 
up  1,634  beds.  The  number  of  persons  relieved  in-doors  was 
10,384 ;  the  number  out-doors  56,239 ;  and  the  average  number  of 
inmates  was  1,612.  The  receipts,  of  which  25,136/.  was  from  Go- 
vernment, amoimted  to  38,629il,  and  the  expenditure  to  43,26ff/. 

158.  There  are  6  orphan  asylums  in  Victoria,  2  of  which  are  Orphan 
Protestant,  3  Koman  Catholic,  and  1  mixed.     These  institutions  Asylnms. 
contain  65  wards,  with  691,560  cubic  feet  of  space,  and  make  up 

1,163  beds.  The  children  who  passed  through  them  in  1873 
numbered  1,181,  viz.,  695  boys  and  486  girls.  The  average 
number  of  inmates  at  one  time  was  975.  The  total  amount 
received  during  the  year  was  19,606/.,  of  which  13,8462.  was  from 
Government,  and  the  total  expenditure  was  21,897. 

159.  The  following  are  the  birthplaces  and  religions  of  inmates  Birthplaces  and 
of  hospitals^  benevolent  asylums,  and  orphanages  during  the  year  'wIS^i^L 
under  review :—  stitudont. 

Birthplaces  and  Religions  in  Charitable  Institutions^  1873. 


Hospitals. 

Benevolent 
Asylums. 

Orphan 
Asylums. 

BiBTHPLACBS. 

Australian  Colonies      ... 
England  and  Wales      -           -           - 

IrAnd 

Scotland           .            .           ,            . 
Other  British  Possessions 
Foreign  Ckmntries,  ezclusiye  of  China  - 
China  ..... 
tJnknown         ...           - 

8^02 

5,084 

8,611 

1,292 

205 

787 

256 

88 

1,442 

4,719 

2,848 

956 

128 

250 

28 

18 

999 
48 
82 

^7 

J 

74 

Total    - 

14,520 

10,884 

1,181 

Bbuoions. 

Church  of  England      ... 
Presbyterians   -           *           -           - 
Weel^ans        .           .           -           - 
Independents    .... 
Baptists            .... 
Other  Protestants  and  Protestants  of 

Boman  Catholics          .           .           . 
Jews     -           -           -           -           - 
Pagans-           -           .           .            . 
Other  Pennasions        .           .           . 
No  Beligion  and  Beligion  unknown     - 

6,048 

1,688 

1,008 

109 

195 

589 
4,425 

88 
248 

76 
111 

5,565 

1,109 

841 

70 

88 

77 
8,028 

6     ' 
26 
70 

4 

181 

51 

45 

8 

898 
541 

12 

87458. 
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PAPES8  BBLATIKG  TO 


VlCTOBIi. 

Lunatic 
Asjlums. 


Birthplaces 
a&d  religions. 


PriTatelionatic 
Asjlom. 


Industrial  and 

Beformatory 

Schools. 


Birthplaces 
and  religions* 


Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution. 


School  for  the 
Blind. 


160.  In  the  year  under  review  there  were  4  public  lunatie 
asylums  and  one  public  receiving  house  for  the  insane  in  Victoria. 
These  eontabed  434  wards  or  rooms,  with  2,277;485  cubic  feet  of 
space^  and  made  up  2,497  beds.     The  number  of  lunatics  who 

})a8sed  through  these  asylums,  including  as  a  separate  patient  each 
unatic  transferred  from  one  asylum  to  another,  was  3,229.  The 
average  number  of  patients  at  one  time  was  2,304.  The  amount 
received  from  Government  was  82,882/. ;  the  amount  from  other 
sources  was  2,822  Z. :  making  a  total  received  from  all  sources  of 
85,7047. 

161.  Of  the  lunatic  patients,  170  were  natives  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  841  of  England  and  Wales,  1,063  of  Ireland,  274  of 
Scotland^  35  of  other  British  Possessions,  114  of  Foreign 
Countries  (exclusive  of  China),  70  of  China,  and  662  of  {daces 
unknown.  Seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  of  the  number  were 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  300  were  Presbyterians,  59 
were  Wesleyans,  11  were  Independents,  28  were  Baptists,  460 
were  other  Protestants  and  Protestants  of  sects  unknown,  1,112 
were  Boman  Catholics,  38  were  Jews,  69  were  Pagans,  16  were 
of  other  persuasions,  and  415  were  of  no  religion  or  religion 
unknown. 

162.  Besides  the  Government  asylums,  the  private  lunatic 
asylum  at  Cremome  contains  32  wards,  with  a  capacity  of  138,600 
cubic  feet,  makes  up  30  beds,  and  accommodated  in  all  53 
patients,  or  on  the  average  15  at  one  time  during  the  year. 

163.  Nine  industrial  and  reformatory  schools  existed  during  the 
year.  These  institutions  had  57  wards,  containing  1,012,764 
feet  of  space,  and  made  up  1,799  beds.  They  received  during  the 
year  58,8411.,  all  of  which  except  3,937/.  was  from  Government, 
and  expended  56,356£ 

164.  The  children  who  passed  through  the  industrial  schools 
during  1873  amounted  to  3,109,  the  average  at  one  time  being 
2,030;  and  the  children  who  passed  through  reformatories 
amoimted  to  244,  the  average  at  one  period  being  161.  The 
number  of  children  in  industrial  schools  at  the  end  of  1878  waa 
1,681.  Of  th6se  1,450  were  bom  in  the  Australian  Colonies,  19 
in  England  and  Wales^  16  in  Ireland,  2  in  Scotland,  1  at  sea,  and 
of  193  the  birthplace  was  unknown.  Four  himdred  and  thirty- 
seven  of  them  were  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  101  were 
Presbyterians,  57  were  Wesleyans,  2  were  Independents,  7  were 
Baptists,  240  were  other  Protestants  and  Protestants  of  sects 
unknown,  806  were  Boman  Catholics,  1  was  a  Lutheran,  and  30 
were  of  no  religion  or  religion  unknown. 

1 65.  The  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  contains  4  wards,  having 
a  total  capacity  of  71,284  cubic  feet,  and  makes  up  120  beds. 
The  total  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  was  83,  the  average 
at  one  time  being  73.  It  received  during  the  year  2fi29l,  of 
which  1,61521  was  from  Government,  and  expended  2,512/1 

166.  The  school  for  the  blind  has  6  wards  or  rooms,  containing 
90,814  cubic  feet,  and  makes  up  104  beds.  It  accommodated  102 
inmates  in  all  during  the  year,  &e  average  at  one  time  being  96. 
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The  receipts  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,781,  of  which  830/.     Viot^. 
was  from  Goyemment,  and  the  expenditure  amounted  to  3,463il 

167.  Of  the  102  persons  who  passed  through  the  school  for  the  Birthplaces 
blind  during  1873,  78  wete  Australians  by  birth,  11  were  English  and  religions. 
or  Welsh,  4  were  Irish,  2  were  Scotch,  1  was  a  native  of  other    . 
British  possessbns,  3  were  of  Foreign  countries  (not  China),  and 

3  were  of  birthplace  imknown ;  37  belonged  to  the  Church  of 
England,  21  were  Presbyterians,  8  were  Wesleyans,  2  were 
Independents,  2  were  Baptists,  10  were  other  *  Protestants  or 
Protestants  of  unknown  sects,  16  were  Roman  Catholics,  2  were 
Jewa)  and  4  were  of  other  persuasions. 

168.  The  Eye  and  Ear  Institution  contains  three  wards  or  Eye  and  Ear 
rooms,  and  makes  up  19  beds.     It  relieved  134  in-patients  and  ^institution. 
1,576  out-patients  during  the  year.     The  amount  received  from 
Government  was  400i ;  from  public  subscriptions,  446Z. ;  and  in 
support  of  the  building  fund,  174/.     The  amount  expended  was 

956/. 

169.  Of  the  134  in-patients  of  this  institution,  44  were  born  Birthplaces 
in  4>ustralia,  33  in  England  and  Wales,  41   in  Ireland,  11   in  and  religions. 
Scotland,  and  5  in  Foreign  countries  (not  China) ;  44  belonged  to 

the  Church  of  England,  12  were  Presbyterians,  10  were  Wesleyans, 
5  were  independents,  2  were  Baptists,  2  were  other  Protestants^ 
55  were  Roman  Catholics,  2  were  Jews,  and  2  were  of  no  religion    • 
or  religion  unknown. 

170.  There  are  four  female  refuges  in  Victoria,  containing  51  Beftiges. 
wards  or  rooms,  having  119,860  cuoic  feet  of  space,  and  making 

up  184  beds;  315  women  passed  through  these  institutions  during 
the  year,  the  average  at  one  period  being  145.  "  The  receipts  in 
1873  amounted  to  7,848/.,  of  which  1,170/.  was  from  Government, 
and  the  expenditure  was  7,580/. 

171.  The  Melbourne  Home  for  governesses,  needlewomen,  and  Melbourne 
servants,  contains  20  wards  or  rooms,  with  22,694  feet  of  space,  Honie. 
and  makes  up  221  beds.     It  accommodated  221  inmates  during 

the  year.  The  receipts  during  1873,  all  from  private  sources, 
amounted  to  624/.,  and  the  expenditure  to  591/. 

172.  Four  free  dispensaries  furnished  returns  for  1873,     These  ^^e  dispen- 
treated  6,140  persons,  viz.,  2,228  males  and  8,912  females,  during  **"®^" 

the  year.  *  The  receipts  amounted  to  782/.,  of  which  150/.  was 
from  Government,  and  the  expenditure  was  945i 

173.  Thirty  benevolent  or  philanthropic  societies  sent  in  returns  Benevolent 
for  the  year  under  review.     These  institutions  are  mostly  con-  Societies. 
ducted  by  ladies.     The  persons  relieved  during  the  year  num- 
bered 11,463;  the  receipts  amounted  to  12,892/.,  of  which  5,815/. 

was  from  Government,  and  the  expenditure  to  12,606/. 

174.  The  Melbourne  HospitiJ  for  Sick  Children  has  4  wards  Chil^n's 
or  rooms,  with  a  capacity  of  8,897  cubic  feet,  and  makes  up  20  Hospital, 
beds.     The  receipts  in  1873  amounted  to  492/.,  of  which  200/. 

was  from  Government,  and  the  expenditure  to  676/. 

175.  The  Melbourne  Sailors'  Home  contains   102  rooms  or  Swlors'  Home, 
war^s,  with  84,371  cubic  feet  of  space,  and  makes  up  102  beds. 

The  total  number  of  inmates  in  1873  was  1,633)  the  amount 
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PAPERS   RELATING   TO 


ViCTOMA. 


Retreat  for 
Inebriates. 


received^  all  from  private  sources,  was  2,8171,  and  the  amount 
expended  was  2,829/, 

176.  A  retreat  for  inebriates  was  opened  at  Northcote,  near 
Melbourne,  in  October  1873.  Between  that  period  and  the  dose  of 
the  year  5  patientd  were  treated  4  of  whom  were  remaining  in  the 
institution  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  4  of  the  patients  entered 
voluntarily,  and  I  on  compulsion ;  all  had  had  delirium  tremens, 
and  all  used  tobacco;  3  of  the  5  bad  had  intemperate  parents; 
2  were  ordered  to  be  detained  for  one  mondi,  2  for  three  months, 
and  1  for  six  months ;  3  were  educated  at  conunon  schools^  and  2 
at  a  university ;  3  were  married  and  2  were  single  ;  1  was  bom  in 
Victoria,  2  in  England,  and  2  in  Scotland ;  1  was  a  book-keeper,  1 
a  clergyman,  1  an  ironmonger,  1  a  publican,  and  1  a  sti^ent; 
they  were  all  between  23  and  48  years  of  age. 


Land  granted 
and  8<Sd,  1S78. 


Land  sold  by 
auction  and 
otherwise. 

Land  alienated 
and  nnalien* 
atedin  the 
colony. 


Amount 
realised  on 
land  sales. 


Amoont 
realised  on  sales 
of  land  by 
auction. 
Squatting 
runs — number 
and  area. 

Rent  received 
for  runs. 


Part  VII I. — Production. 

177.  The  extent  of  Grown  land  sold  in  the  year  under  review 
was  529,309  acres,  and  the  extent  granted  without  purchase  was 
1,575  acres. 

178.  Of  the  land  sold  19,877  acres  were  bought  at,  or  selected 
after,  auction ;  the  remainder  was  selected  under  the  occupation 
clauses  of  successive  Land  Acts. 

179.  The  total  extent  alienated  from  .the  Crown  up  to  the  end 
of  1873  was  9,401,050*  acres,  of  which  3,200  acres  were  granted 
without  purchase.  Taking  the  ai^  of  the  Colony  as  56,^6,720 
acres,  the  extent  remaining  unalienated  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1873  was  47,045,670  acres. 

1 80.  The  amount  realized  on  lands  sold  in  1873  was  621,472/.,  or 
1/.  Ss.  6d,y  on  the  average,  per  acre.  Of  this  amount  only  about 
113,0002.  was  paid  during  the  year.  The  remainder  was  paid  in 
former  years,  chiefly  as  rent,  in  annual  instalments  of  2«.  per  acre, 
these  payments  extending  over  10  years,  and  thus  maJdng  the 
total  purchase  money  equal  to  \l  per  acre. 

181.  The  price,  included  in  the  above,  realised  on  lands  sold 
at,  or  selected  after,  auction  was  98,580/.,  this  being  at  the  rate  of 
47.  19«.  2\d.  per  acre. 

182.  The  number  of  squatting  runs  in  1873  was  894,  and  the. 
approximate  area  of  Crown  lands  embraced  in  runs  was  25,830,641 
acres,  or  28,893  acres  to  each  run. 

183.  The  amount  of  rent  received  for  runs  in  the  year  was 
140,786/.,  or  at  the  rate  of  I '  308c/.  per  acre. 


*  These  figures  do  not  inclade  land  of  which  tiie  pnrohase  was  not  com- 
pleted. Whilst  these  pages  were  passing  through  the  press,  the  honourable  the 
Minister  of  Lands  laid  before  Parliament  a  report,  in  which  it  was  stated  that,  up  to 
the  30th  June  1874,  the  total  extent  alienated  from  the  Crown  was  14,551,268  acres. 
This  acreage  embraced  not  only  the  land  of  which  the  fee.8imple  had  passed  to  the 
purchaser,  but  the  area  in  process  of  alienation  under  the  system  of  deferred 
payments.  Portion  of  the  latter  may  possibly  revert  to  the  Crown  in  consegnenco 
of  the  non-fulfilment  of  conditions,  &c. 
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184.  More  than  half  the  runholders  (482)  hod  purchased  as     Victtoria. 
well  as  Crown  lands  embraced  in  their  holdings.      The  total  p^j^^j^^i^^^ 
number  of  acres  of  purchased  land  so  held  was  15959,394,  or  an  attached  to 
average  of  4,065  acres  to  each  holder.  nms. 

185.  The  number  of  runs  and  the  extent  of  Crown  land  em- Decreased  area 
braced  therein  have  been  gradually  diminishing  since  1864.     In  <^">m. 

that  year  there  were  1,177  runs,  or  283  more  than  in  1873 ;  and 
30,463,999  acres  of  land  contained  in  runs,  or  4,633,358  acres 
more  than  in  1873. 

186.  The  agricultural  statistics  for  the  year  under  review  bring  Agricultural 
the  information  down  to  the  31st  March  1874.     A  series  of  StatUtics. 
tables  containing  the  general  results  of  these  statistics  were  sent 

to  the  Government  Gazette  for  publication  on  the  13th  May  of 
the  same  year.  These  tables  are  reprinted,  and  further  tables  are 
added  in  the  present  part. 

187.  The  number  of  holdings  of  a  larger  extent  than  one  acre  Number  of 
according  to  these  statistics  was  36,602.     In  the  previous  year  l^oidings. 
34,596  holdings  were  returned;  thus  an  addition  of  2,006  to  the 
number  of  occupiers  took  place  during  the  yean     In  the  year 
1864-5  the  holders  numbered  18,355,  or  about  half  those  in  the 

year  under  notice. 

188.  The  occupied  land  amounted  to  11,493,545  acres,  or  an  Landinoccu- 
increase  of  781,800  acres  during  the  year.     In  1864-5  the  acres  P»^on« 
occupied  amounted  to  6,125,204,  or  rather  more  than  half  those 

in  1873-4. 

189.  The   enclosed   land  amounted    to   10,284,439   acres,   or  Land  enclosed, 
about  an  eleventh  less  than  the  land  occupied ;  the  ]and  fenced 

during  the  year  amounted  to  494,847  acres:  In  1864-5  the 
fenced  land  amounted  to  5,030,978  acres,  or  about  half  that  in 
the  year  under  review. 

190.  The  number  of  acres  placed  under  tillage  amounted  to  Landinculti- 
964,996.     These  figures  show  an  addition   of  1,905   to   those '^*^'*°- 
representing  the  number  of  acres  cultivated  in  the  previous  years' 

returns.  In  1864-5  the  acres  in  cultivation  numbered  479,463, 
or  about  half  the  number  according  to  the  present  returns. 

191.  Wheat  covered  349,976  acres  in  the  year  under  review.  Wheat 
being  an  increase  of  23,412  acres  upon  the  extent  under  wheat  in 

the  previous  year.  This  crop  formed  34  per  cent  of  the  whole 
cultivation  in  1872-3,  and  36  per  cent  in  1873-4.  The  gross 
number  of  bushels  returned  was  5,391,104  in  the  former  year,  and 
4,752,289,  or  638,815  less,  in  the  latter.  The  average  produce 
per  acre  was  thus  16*51  bushels  in  1872-3,  and  only  13  58 
bushels  in  1873-4. 

192.  The  area  under  oats  was  125,505  acres  in  1872-3,  and  Oats. 
110,991  acres  in  1873-4.  This  crop  amounted  to  13  per  cent  of 
the  whole  tillage  in  the  former  year,  and  to  11 J  per  cent,  in  the 
letter.  The  gross  produce  fell  off  from  2,454,225  bushels  in  the 
former  year  to  1,741,451  bushels  in  the  latter,  and  the  average 
produce  fell  off  from  19^  bushels  to  the  acre  in  the  former  year  to 
15§  bushels  to  the  acre  in  the  latter  year. 
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193.  The  extent  in  the  year  under  review  under  barley  was 
25,333  acres,  which^  notwithstanding  that  barley  for  grain  has 
never  been  a  &vourite  crop  with  Yiotorian  farmers^  was  an 
increase  of  4^082  acres  upon  the  extent  in  the  previous  year.  The 
area  under  this  crop  was  equal  to  2|  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area 
under  tillage  in  1873-4,  and  to  2^  per  cent,  in  1872-3.  The 
gross  produce  was  502,60 j.  busheb,  and  the  average  per  acre  was 
19*84  bushels  in  the  year  under  review,  as  against  443,221  bushels 
and  20*86  bushels  in  the  former  year. 

194.  The  area  under  potatoes  has  been  nearly  the  same  in  the 
last  two  years,  viz.,  38,517  acres  in  1872-3,  and  38,349  acres  in 
1873-4,  The  produce,  however,  was  less  by  over  23,000  tons  in 
the  latter  year  than  in  the  former,  the  respective  amounts  being 
132,997  tons  and  109,822  tons.  The  average  per  acre  was  3*45 
tons  in  the  former  year,  and  only  S*86  tons  in  the  latter.  The 
crop  was  equal  to  about  4  per  cent,  of  the  whole  tillage  at.  both 
periods. 

195.  Hay  was  grown  on  121,375  acres  in  1872-3,  and  on 
115,672  acres,  or  5,703  acres  less  in  1873-4  The  area  under 
this  crop  was  equal  to  rather  over  12  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area 
under  tillage  at  the  former  period,  and  to  just  12  per  cent  at  the 
latter.  The  gross  produce  fell  off  by  12,566  tons,  viz.,  from 
159,964  tons  to  147,398  tons,  and  the  acreable  produce  fell  off 
from  1-32  tons  to  127  tons. 

196.  Green  forage  covered  213,069  acres  in  1873-4,  or  3,780 
more  than  in  1872-3.  The  area  under  this  crop  was  equal  to  22 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  under  tillage  in  the  year  under  review, 
and  to  nearly  22  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

197.  Land  under  vines  fell  off  from  5,485  acres  in  1872-3  to 
5,222  acres  in  1873-4.  The  total  weight  of  grapes  gathered, 
however,  increased  from  104,961  cwt.  to  105,650  cwt.  The  wine 
produced  increased  from  527,592  gallons  to  562,713  gallons,  but 
the  brandy  manufeicture  fell  off  from  2,007  gallons  to  100 
gallons.* 

198.^  The  following  figures  show  the  acreage  and  produce  of 
other  crops  less  important  than  those  already  mentioned  during 
the  season  under  review  and  the  preceding  one  :— 


1872-^. 

18r3-4. 

uTiii'ka                      -          .             /acres  • 
^^^          "           •                       -thnshelfl 

Ryeandbere           -           -           '{Sls"      •     I 
Peas,  beans,  millet,  and  sorghnm     -{^^^^i;           I 
Turnips        -            -            -            -{^^^f  I            I 
Mangel-wurzel         -           -           -{^^^  I           I 

1,910 

37,703 

712 

9,850 

13,868 

236,582 

251 

1,621 

1,739 

28,475 

1,959 

40,347 

722 

7,979 

14,229 

199,041 

175 

1,006 

1,252 

14;475 

♦  The  brandy  manofactured  on  rineyards  is  not  generally  sold,  but  used  for  the 
purpose  of  fortifying  wine. 
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1878-S. 

1878-4. 

Beet,  caxTotSy  pamipsy  and  oabb<^{S^  I 

- 

2,271 
16,605 

1,148 
6,072 

Onions         .           •           - 

/acres  - 
"ttons    - 

. 

417 
8,847 

270 
1,165 

Tobacco       -           -           . 

'acres  - 
"\cwt.    - 

• 

428 
1,887 

683 
8,694 

Bdckwheat  .          -           ^ 

Jacres  - 
"1  bushels 

"" 

«i_ 

6 
32 

Canary         -           -           « 

acres  - 
■■.bushels 

^ 

8 

15 

"~ 

Chicoiy        m          ^           m 

•       facres  - 
"\ton8    - 

hi 

60     - 
381 

"48 

245| 

Closer  for  seed 

facres  - 
"\  bushels 

■ 

2 
11 

10 
60 

Cocksfoot  for  seed   - 

facres  «• 
""1.  bushels 

" 

— 

9 
240 

acres  - 

. 

16 

16 

Flax            •          •           . 

.. 

fibre,  cwt. 

• 

144 

95 

.  Unseed,  bushehs 

158 

86 

Hops            .          *          - 

-• 

acres  - 

107 

181 

lbs.     • 

- 

•0,816 

88,828 

Mustard  (white) 

- 

acres  - 
cirt    . 

. 

6 
2d 

49 

Opiom  poppies 

-• 

acres  -J 
lbs.     - 

: 

18 
77 

4 
17 

Fraiiie  grass  for  seed 

... 

acres  - 
f)UBhel8 

- 

28 
364 

85 
1,023 

Pumpkins    -          -          - 

- 

acres  . 
tons    - 

- 

— 

89 
105 

Bape  for  seed          .-           • 

m* 

'acres  - 
bushels 

- 

49 

3 

220 

Bye  Grass  for  seed  - 

- 

acres  - 
bushels 

^ 

2,880 
80,007 

2,648 
80,581 

Tares  for  seed 

»4 

acres  - 
bushels 

; 

1 
8 

7     ' 
66 

Teazles        ^          •          • 

-- 

'acres  - 
cwt    - 

: 

8 

2 
16 

Timothy  grass  for  seed 

•      .. 

^aores  - 
bushels 

• 

5 
120 

•^ 

Vetches  for  seed 

'acres  - 
"'  bushels 

- 

6 
114 

5 
82 

Yorkshire  toy           -          - 

acres  - 
"thushds 

- 

— 

20 
300    ^ 

ViOTOBU. 


199.  In  addition  to  the  land  under  these  crops,  the  returns  of  Gardens, 
1873-4  show  9,912  acres  as  under  gardens,  6,148  acres  under  orchards,  8cc.- 
orchards,  6  acres  under  mulberry  trees,  10  acres  under  oliye  trees, 
and  5  acres  under  osiers,  as  against  10,095  acres  under  gardens, 
5,690  acres  under  orchards,  and  5  acres  under  osiers,  in  the  previous 
year.  No  return  of  either  mulberry  or  olive  grounds  was  made 
for  the  year  1872-3,  although  it  is  probable  that  some  existed. 
It  may  be  observed  that  the  above  items  do  not  represent  the 
whole  quantity  of  the  respective  minor  crops  grown,  but  only  such 
as  were  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  collectors.  The  minor  crops 
are  often  raised  in  gardens,  in  which  case  the  various  descriptions 
would  not  be  distinguished.  They  may  also  be  grown  upon  allot- 
ments of  a  smaller  extent  than  one  acre,  and  these  the  collectors 
are  not  called  upon  to  visit.     This  portion  of  the  returns  must, 
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therefore^  be  looked  upon  as  indicating  the  nature  of  certain  crops 
grown  in  Victoria  ratW  than  the  full  ext^it  to  which  those  crops 
are  cultivated. 

200.  Land  in  fallow  to  the  extent  of  66^989  acres  was  returned 
in  the  year  under  review^  and  to  the  extent  of  75^601  acres  in  the 
previous  year.  ^  ,         „         « 

201.  The  following  figures  show  the  tenure  under  which  the 
land  was  held  by  the  fieinners^  and  the  number  of  acres  under  ea(di 
tenure: —  »  . 

Acres. 

Freehold  land  -  -  -  7,2T2/)41 

Purchased  land  rented  -  1,414,221 

Crown  land  rented  for  other  than  pas* 

toral  purposes  .  -  -  2,867,283 


Total  - 


-  11,493,646 


Parohased  land 
occupied. 


Increase  of 
land  under  each 
tennre. 


Leases  of 
fiums. 


202.  The  freehold  land  and  the  purchased  land  rented  taken 
together  make  up  8,626,262  acres.  This  amount  represents  the 
total  purchased  land  in  occupation. 

203.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  total  increase  of  occu- 
pied land  during  the  year  amounted  to  781,800  acres.  This 
quantity  is  made  up  of  296,349  acres  of  land  hdd  in  freehold,  of 
102,726  acres  of  purchased  land  rented,  and  of  382,726  acres  of 
Crown  lands  rented  for  other  than 'pastoral  purposes. 

204.  The  average  duration  of  leases  of  farms  rented  from  pri- 
vate individuals,  and  the  avera^  amount  paid  per  acre,  were  thus 
returned  for  the  year  under  review  and  the  former  one  :— 

1872-8.  1878-4. 


Average  duration  of  leases    1  year  to  7  years  -  1  year"to  7  years. 
Average  rental  per  acre^     -         2g.  to  20s.   .      -         2«.  to  lis. 

Classification  of      206.  The  number  o£  holders  of  allotments  of  different  sizes,  and 
holdings.  ^^^  number  .of  acres  embraced  in  and  cultivated  on  such  aUot* 

ments,  will  be  found  in  the  following- tables —     • 


Classification  of  Holdings 

as  to  Size,  1873-4. 

Sisee  of  Holdings. 

Nomber 
of  Occnpiers. 

Land  in 
Occnpation. 

Land  19 
Cultiyation. 

- 

acres. 

acres. 

I  acre  to  5  acres 

1,721 

6,002 

2,914 

5  acres  to  16  acres 

8,761 

82,828 

16,206 

15      „        80    „^        - 

8,797 

78,246 

26,576 

30      „        60    „ 

3,465 

138,106 

87,463 

60      „      100    „ 

6,617 

^70,986 

118,475 

100       „       200     „ 

7,187 

1,000,786 

201,058 

200       „       850     „ 

6,371 

1,762,811 

234,119 

350       „       500     „ 

1,346 

556,680 

87,341 

600      „    and  upwards   - 

2,487 

7,453,656 

?46,846 

Total 

86,602 

11,493,545 

964,996 
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206.  The  average  size  of  holdings  was  310  acres  in  1872-3,  and 
314  acres  in  1873^. 

207.  Lots  larger  than  5  acres  and  less  than  500  acres  are  found 
to  be  those  usimllj  devoted  to  &nmng  purposes.  The  average 
size  of  these  was  117  acres  in  1872-3,  and  125  acres  in  1873-4. 

208.  In  1872-3  the  average  area  in  occupation  to  each  person 
in  the  colony  was  13*8  acres,  and  in  1873-4  it  was  14*5  acres. 

209.  The  average  extent  cultivated  by  each  holder  was  27*8 
acres  in  1872-3,  and  2(5*4  acres  in  1873-4. 

210.  The  extent  of  land  cultivated  in  proportion  to  each  person 
in  the  colony  was  rather  over  an  acre  and  a  quarter  (1*27  a.)  in 
1872-3,  and  exactly  an  acre  and  a  quarter  in  1873-4. 

211.  Nearly  nine  (8*99)  per  cent  of  the  occupied  land  was  cul- 
tivated in  1872-3,  and  8*40  per  cent,  in  1873-4. 

212.  A  marked  rise  took  place  in  the  prices  of  all  descriptions 
of  agricultural  produce  in  the  year  under  review,  as  contrasted 
with  the  former  one.  The  following  are  the  average  rates  during 
the  months  of  February  and  March  in  the  two  years : — 

Prices  of  Farm  Produce.''^ 


ViCTOBIA. 

Average  sise 
of  holdings. 

Ayerage  size 
of  fiums. 

Proportion 
occupied  to 
each  person  in 
Victoria. 
Average  extent 
cultiva^  by 
each  holder. 

Proportion 
cnltiyated  to - 
each  person  in 
Victoria. 

Proportion  of 
occupied  land 
cultivated. 

Prices  otfsna. 
produce. 


Price  of— 


Wheat,  per  bushel 
Oats,  „ 

Barley,         „ 
Maixe,         „ 
Hay,  per  ton      - 
Potatoes,  per  ton 
Mangd-wursel,  per  ton  - 


1873-4. 


«. 

rf. 

6 

9 

5 

6 

6 

8 

5 

9 

88 

0 

118 

8 

81 

4 

213.  iThe  average  specific  weight  of  crops  is  found  to  vair  in  Weight  of 
different  seasons.     In  the  two  last  years,  however,  the  numbers  <*">!*• 
have  been  identical,  except  in  the  case  of  maize,  in  respect  to 
which  a  variation  of  1  lb.  to  the  bushel^occurred.     The  following 
are  the  figures : — 

Weight  of  Crops, 


Weight  per  Bushel  of— 


Wheat 
Oats 
Barley 
Maixe 


1872^. 


1878^. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

61 

61 

46 

40 

51 

51 

55 

56 

214.  The  number  of  persons,  of  both  sexes,  employed  on  farms,  Persons  em- 
and  the  number  on  squatting  stations,  during  the  last  two  years  ^^^  ^\ 

stations. 


have  been  returned  as  follow : — 


*  See  also  table  following  paragraph  98,  ante. 
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"^^    ,  Hands  employed  on  Farms  and  Stations,  1873  and  1873-4 


Number  of  Haadi  emtikqred-i 

Yettr ended 

8l8t 

March. 

OnParmi. 

OnStetioiu. 

TotaL 

Hales. 

FenialeB. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Fe^iales. 

ToiaL 

1878 

1874 

68.960 

2i040 
26,420 

70.9W 
82,001 

4W 
6,128 

W7 
1,646 

6318 
6,6W 

67,469 
61,709 

26,817 
26,966 

821806 
88.675 

Increase  in  215.  This  return  is  intended  to  show  the  number  of  persons 

^J™^"  T'     actually  engaged  in  fiuming  and  squatting  pursuits,  and  therefore 

an/ita^na.     ^^^  proprietors  or  managers  of  farms  and  stations  have  been 

included.    An  increase  will  be  observed  in  all  the  columns  in  the 

year  under  review  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.    This 

increase  amounts  to  5,011,  ot  6^  per  cent.,  i|i  the  case  of  persons 

on  farms,  and  to  858,  or  15  per  cent.,  in  regard  to  persons  on 

stations. 

Rates  of  labour      216.  Arise  in  the  averaM  rates  paid  for  most  descriptions  of 

on  fazma.         labour  employed  on  farms  wilTbe  noticed  from  the  following  figures, 

which  show  the  returns  for  1872-3  and  1873-4.    Bations  are 

allowed  in  every  case : — 

Rates  of  Labor  on  Farms.* 


Beioription  of  Labour. 

1873^. 

1873-4. 

8.    d. 

8, 

Ploughmen,  pet  Week 

- 

- 

- 

is    9 

20 

Farm  labonreia    m 

- 

- 

- 

15  11 

17 

Mta^ed  donples  „ 

- 

- 

- 

S!l    4 

24 

Femalea              „ 

- 

- 

- 

9    7 

U 

*  . 

Mowers              n 

- 

- 

- 

27  10 

26 

„       peracre 

- 

- 

- 

4  10 

5 

Reaperg,  per  week 

- 

- 

- 

28     6 

28 

8 

,i        per  acre 

- 

- 

- 

14    3 

18 

4 

Thresheri,  per  bushel 

- 

- 

- 

0     7 

0 

6 

Bates  of  labour      217.  A  very  general  rise  also  appears  in  the  average  rates  of 
on  stations.       labour  on  squatting  stations.      The  following  are  the  returns; 


♦  See  also  tabl^  following  paragraph  97,  ante. 
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rations  being  always  given  in  addition  to  wages^  aa  in  the  caae  of    Viotobul. 
fiumB:—  ""*" 

Rates  of  Labour  on  Stations* 


Description  of  Labonr. 

18^2-8. 

1873-4. 

£    $.  d. 

A     8.    d. 

Stockmen,  per  annimi   - 

. 

44  13     1 

44     6     4 

Shepherds           „         .           . 

•. 

83  14    5 

86    2     5 

Hatkeeperfl          „         -           • 

- 

24  18    5 

26     1  10 

Married  couples  „         -           - 

. 

53     4     1 

61     5  10 

Females              m         -           " 

. 

26     1     8 

82     5     5 

Station  labourers,  per  week  -    - 

. 

0  15  10 

0  16     7 

Sheepwashers           „ 

- 

0  19     2 

1     0     6 

Shearers                   „ 

" 

0  18    2 

0  14     1 

218.  The  following  are  the  numbers  of  live  stock  returned  in  live  stock, 
the  year  under  review.     These  are  believed  to  be  under  the  mark^ 
especially  those  of  horses,  cattle,  and  pigs.     Of  the  cattle  222,414, 

or  more  than  a  foUrth,  were  stated  to  be  milch  cows : — 

Horses  ....         180,342 

Cattle  .  .  •.  -         883,763 

Sheep  -  .  -  -     11,323,080 

Pigs-  ...  -  160,336 

219.  According  to  the  returns,  cattle  increased  during  the  year  Live  stock 
by  Tl,474,  and  sheep  by  747,861 ;  but  horses  fell  off  by  5,454,  1872-8  and 
and  pigs  by  33,386.  p^^ 

220.  The  following  steam  engines  were  employed  on  fiEirms  and  g^^j^^  enfrfnes 
squatting  stations  in  the  year  under  review  and  the  previous  on  &rm8  and 

QQ0 :_  Stations. 

Steam  Engines  on  Farms  and  Stations,  1872-3  and  1873-4. 


Steam  Engines. 

Tear  ended 

3l8t 
March. 

OnFanns. 

0^  Stations. 

TotaL 

Number. 

Hone- 
power. 

Komber. 

Horse- 
power. 

Nnmber. 

Horse- 
power. 

1878 
1874 

819 
298 

2,297 
2,867 

82 

892 
814 

868 
880 

2,689 
2,681 

221.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  steam  engines  used  in  con- g^^o^  engines 
nexion  with  agriculture  were  less  numerous^  but  riiowed  a  larger  1872^  and 
aggregate  horse-power,  in  1873-4  than  in  the  former  year,  and  i87^com- 
that  those  used  in  counexion  with  pastoral  pursuits  fell  off  both  ^^ 
in  number  and  horse-power. 

*  See  akio  table  Mowing  paragraph  97>  ante. 
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PAPfiBS   RELATING  TO 


VioTOBU.  222.  The   approximate   value   c^  agricultural  machinery  and 

A   '"uitnial  improvements  on  farms  and  on  squatting  stations  was  returned  as 

mSLery  and  follows  in  the  eame  two  years : — 
improTements. 

Value  of  Agricultural  Machinery  and  Improvements,  1872-3  and 

1873-4. 


Value  of  Agrionltnnl  ICaohinery  and  Imimnreinenti. 

1 

OnFarmt. 

On  Stations. 

Total 

Machi- 
nery. 

Improve" 
mento. 

TotaL 

Maoht- 
nery. 

Improve- 
mento. 

TotaL 

Machi- 
nery. 

Improve- 
menti. 

TotiO. 

1878 
1874 

i.4eMdo 

£ 
9,0a(a89 

9.625,907 

£ 
11,060,865 

11,088,867 

£ 
06,686 

98,001 

1,881.4M 
2,18i228 

£ 
1,928,080 

2,232,229 

£ 
1,686,882 

1,660,461 

£ 
11,451,668 

11,760,186 

£ 
12,968,446 

18,820,696 

Increased 
yaloe  of  im- 
pvoTcnientfl. 


Maehine 
labour. 


223.  Under  the  head  of  improvements  is  included  the  value  of 
buildings  of  all  descriptions^  but  not  the  cost  of  clearing  or 
cropping  land.  .  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  large  increase  occurs  in 
this  column  under  the  head  of  stations,  and  that  a  slight  increase 
occurs  in  all  the  other  columns  both  in  regard  to  stations  and 
fSeurms. 

224.  A  slight  rise  is  observable  in  the  prices  paid  by  farmers 
for  the  use  of  machinery.  The  following  are  the  average  rates  in 
1872-3  and  1873-4:— 


1872. 

1878. 

Machine  reapmg,  per  acre 

ft        niowin|p      }k                ~           ~ 
„        threshing,  per  100  bnshels      - 

£   s.   d. 
0     5     1 

0  4     8 

1  8    5 

£   s.   d. 
0     0     9 

0  4     9 

1  8     7 

Floar  mills.  ^^^*  '^^^  number  of  floor  mills  in  operation  in  the  year  under 

review  and  in  the  preceding  one^  together  with  particulars  respect- 
ing the  power  employed,  the  grain  operated  upon^  the  flour  and 
meal  produced,  and  the  value  of  machinery^  lands^  and  buildings^ 
were  given  as  follow: — 

Flour  MiUi,  1872-3  and  1873-4. 


I 


Power 
employed. 


II 


Quantity  of  Grain 
operated  upon. 


II 


1678 
1874 


8/)12 
2,940 


466 
470 


Wheat 


other. 


Plour 


Meal 


made. 


Approximate  Total 
Valued 


Maohi- 
neiT 
and 

Plant. 


bushels,  bushels. 


6jaMfiS>7 


5,078,868 


126377 
76^099 


tons. 
114962 

106,477 


tons. 
844 

M88 


£ 
220,170 

2814)68 


£ 
674441299,881 

64462 190,089 
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226.  It  will  be  observed  that  a  falliog  off  has  taken  place  in     Viotoria. 
the  number  of  mills  to  the  extent  of  six,  and  that  a  &Uing  off  has  -g^^  ^^^^ 
also  taken  place  under  nearly  all  the  headings,  the  exceptions  being  i87a-8  and 
the  quantity  of  meal  made^  which  increased  by  about  3,400  tons,  ^^^^  ^^ 
and  the  value  of  machinery  and  plant,  which  increased  by  nearly.***"®^ 
12,000?. 


227.  The    following     particulars    were 
breweries  in  the  same  two  years : — 


obtained    respecting  Breweries. 


Breweries^  1872-p3  and  1873-4 


I 


I 


2"i 
11 


A 
111 

2 


Materials  used. 


Malt. 


Hope. 


Beer 


Approziiiiate  Total 
Value  of— 


1 


1878 
1874 


117 
106 


912 
968 


674 
687 


869 


Dm. 

9A46V389 
9^666,879 


677.824 
981^1 


Iba. 
1/»8^06S 

985»621 


gaUona. 
1S;S87,S81 

18,589,680 


16M00 
167JBi7 


£ 
68^022 

82^919 


£ 
190^014 

200^982 


228.  Breweries  it  will  be  observed  fell  off  by  11  during  the  Breweriei 
year,  and  the  amount  of  hops  used  decreased  by  nearly  100,000  lbs ;  \ll^  JJ^ 
but  the  quantity  of  beer  made  increased  by  952,369  gallons,  or  pared, 
about   19^000  hhds.,  and  most  of  the  other  items  also   show 
increase. 


e. 

229.  Stone  quarries  were  returned  -  as  follow  in  the  two  years 
named : — 


Stone  qnaRies. 


Stone  Quarries,  1872-3  and  1873-4. 


I* 


steam  Bn- 
gineauaed. 


II 


QuajititQ^  oi  Stone  raiaed. 


I    3 


i 


Approsimate  Total  Value  of— 


1878 
1874 


in 

170 


110 
44 


898 

697 


467;ao 

899358 


4^200 
1424 


6.900 
22,260 


18,426 
6,900 


£ 

78,766 

79,822 


£ 
16,879 

21,896 


£ 

18,678 

17.699 


£ 
2,868 

2,680 


230.  The  number  of  stone  qnarries  increased  by  18^  the  value  Stone  qaarriei, 
of  stone  raised  by  about  4,000/.,  and  the  value  of  machinery  and  |g!f|?  *^ 
plant  by  about  5,5007. ;  but  a  slight  decrease  is  observed  in  the  pared, 
value  of  lands  and  building;  also  a  decrease  of  200  in  the  num- 
ber of  hands  employed,  and  the  number  of  steam  en^es  fell  off 
firom  5  to  3. 
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Brickywrdfl  and 
potterief. 


281.  Briokjardfl  aad  potteries  were  retaned  as  follow  :-— 
Brickyards  and  Potteries,  1872-3  and  1873-4. 


-8 
1 

i 


1878 
1874 


1 

I 

Is 


8M 
280 


Number 
of 


in  use. 


PmA 


Power 
employed. 


174 
175 


it 


178 
160 


884 

8U 


1^0 
1,886 


I 
I 

PQ 

I 


i^prozimate  Total  Yalae  of^ 


I 


80,402,060  140,T«1 
79,761/N)0  158,881 


2M8 
19,588 


88,008 
SMTS 


£ 
4M58 


40,846 


£ 
86,004 

48,866 


Brickyard!, 
fto.,  1872-3 
and  1878--4 
compared. 


ManiifkctorieSy 
works,  &c. 


232.  The  number  of  brickyards  and  potteries,  it  will  be  observed, 
fell  oflFby  14,  but  this  led  to  a  falling  off  of  only  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  in  the  number  of  bricks  made  ;  at  the  same 
time  the  value  of  bricks  and  pottery  made  increased  by  about 
2,500/.>  the  number  of  hands  employed  increased  by  116,  and  the 
value  of  machinery,  plant,  lands,  and  buildings  increased  by 
nearly  28,000/. 

233.  Particulars  respecting  manufactories  and  works  other  than 
those  already  named  were  given  as  follow  : — 


Manufactories,  Works,  ^c,  1872-3  and  1873-4. 


i 


Powat  ettpto jed. 


4' 


Nwberqf 
employed. 


Approximate  Total 
Value  of- 


I 


1 


1878 
1874 


1A91 
1,265 


618 


148 
146 


444 
480 


7,068 


16,866 
17,696 


8,868 
8^861 


£ 
«^68^068 

8^7A24 


£ 

608,406 

687,646 


819,618 
1,08S^488 


Mannfiustoriea, 
works,  &c., 
1872-8  and 
187$-4s  ooni- 
pared. 

Lbt  of  manu- 
factories, 
1878-8  and 
1878-4. 


234  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  number  of  manufacturing  esta- 
blishments increased  by  64  during  the  year,  and  that  the  number 
of  hands  employed  increased  by  2,743  ;  also  that  the  total  value 
of  lands,  buildings,  and  plant  was  3,973,985Z.  in  1872-3,  and 
4,833^162/.  in  1873-4,  thereby  showing  an  increase  of  859,167/^ 
in  favour  of  the  latter  year, 

235.  The  manufisctories  above  referred  to  are  thus  classified  in 
the  two  years  :— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HBB  MAJMTT'ei  OOIiOHIAI/  POSSEBSIOKa 
Manufactories^  ff^arks^  &c. 


169 


V»MBU« 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Bstablish- 

Establish- 

Description 
of  Manotactory, 

ments. 

of  Maniuactory. 

ments. 

1873-3  1873-4 

1872-3 

1873-4 

Books  and  Stationebt. 

TBxma  Fabbics. 

Acoount-book  mannfao^ 
tones,  manii^Eictaring 
stationers 

8 

12 

WooUen  materials,  cloth 
manu&ctoriee 

3 

4 

(steam) 

26 

28 

Dbbss. 

MUSIOAL  iNSTBUMBlVTa. 

Boot  manufactories 

24 

21 

Clothing  factories 

33 

34 

Organ-bnilding      estab- 

Pur manufactories 

1 

1 

lishments 

a 

2 

Hat,  cap  manufactories 

8 

10 

Pianoforte  mannfEUStories 

9 

8 

Oil^in  clothing   manu- 

factories    '   - 

1 

1 

Maohinbs  akd  Tools. 

Bninne.  machino  inanu« 
&ctories 

26 

24 

FiBBOim  Matebials. 

Cntlery  works   - 

2 

3 

Oilcloth  manufactories  - 

1 

2 

Bellows  mano&ctories  - 

1 

2 

Bope,  twine  works 

12 

12 

Animal  Pood. 

Coach,    waggon,     &c., 

manofactoties  (steam) 

Agricaltiiral   implement 

6 

5 

Heat-curing     establish- 
ments 

22 

25 

manu&otoriea           <• 

42 

40 

Smps^  Aim  BoAM. 

IBscuit  manufltctories    - 

1 

8 

Ship,  boat  builders 

12 

11 

Confeotioneiy  works      - 

5 

6 

floating  docks  - 

2 

% 

Flour  mills.    (See  ante.) 

Ghraving  docks  - 

1 

1 

Jam  manufactories 

4 

5 

Patent  slips 

5 

6 

Macaroni  works 
Maiatena,  oatmeal,  starch 

1 

1 

FUBNITUBB. 

manufactories 

2 

3 

OaUnet  works  (steam) 
Looking-glass  mana&o- 

6 

6 

Bice  mills 

1 

1 

tones  -           -           - 

2 

8 

Dbinks  ani>  Stimu- 
lants. 

OBBiaOAU. 

ASrated  waters,  g^ger- 
beer,     liqusar,     lea, 

• 

Chemical  works 

9 

8 

Dye  works 

18 

14 

works 

118 

119 

Essential   oil   manufac- 

Breweries.   (See  ante,) 

tories 

8 

2 

Coffee,  chocolate,  spice 

Pose  manufactories 

-— 

1 

WOriLS 

10 

11 

Qun-cotton       manufac- 

Chicory mills    - 

2 

2 

tories- 

— 

1 

Distilleries 

6 

4 

Ink,  blaoUog  BUUBufM- 

Malt-houses      - 

14 

17 

toriea 

4 

8 

Sauce,  pickle  mauufac- 

Match  (Testa)  maaufao- 

tories 

4 

4 

tories 
Powder  (blasting)  manu- 

^" 

1 

Su^  (beetroot)  manu- 
mctories 

1 

1 

tories- 

1 

1 

Sugar  refineries 
Tobacco,     d^,    snuff 

1 

2 

Salt  works 

4 

5 

mannfaotones 

12 

18 

w^ks 

I 

1 

1 

1 
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Number  of 

Number  of 

Establish. 

Establish- 

Description 
ofMaao&ctory. 

ments. 

DescriptioB 
ofifamiikctory. 

ments. 

1872-8 

1873-4 

1872-8 

1878-4 

Animal  Matters. 

COAI*. 

Boiling-down   establish- 

Fuel  (patent)  manu&c- 

ments 

18 

19 

tories 

1 

_ 

Bone  nuumre  maniifiM>- 

Gas  works 

12 

18 

tories 

19 

14 

Brosb  manofiictories     - 
Curied    hair    manaikc- 

2 

3 

Stonb,  Clat,  Eabthbn- 
WABB,  AND  Glass. 

tories 

4 

9 

Catgut  mann&ctories    - 
Fellmongeries,       wool- 

2 

2 

Brickyards.     (See  <mU.} 

Cement  (patent)  manu- 

washing eetablisliments 

43 

44 

factories 

^ 

1 

Flock  mana&ctcmes      - 

6 

.     2 

Glass  mannfactories 

1 

2 

Oloe,  oil  manufactories - 

6 

8 

Glass  works 

2 

2 

Morocco,  fancy   leather 

Limekilns 

31 

27 

manu&ctories 

3 

3 

Marble  works    - 

3 

12 

Parchment,  skjin  manu- 

. 

Potteries.    (See  ante.) 

fitctories 

1 

— 

Stone  sawing,  breaking, 

Soi4[»,     candle,     tallow 

polidiing  works 

2 

5 

works 

41 

89 

Stone    quarries.      (See 

Tanneries 

78 

78 

anu.^ 

2 

8 

Watbb. 

VbOBTABLB  BiATTBBS. 

Ice  manufactories 

2 

1 

Chaff-cutting,         corn- 

Water  works     - 

5 

6 

crushing  works 

187 

186 

Broom  manufactories    - 

8 

8 

Mbtals. 
Blectro-plate  works 

Cooperage  woriLS 
Eartki-closet      manufiiu)- 
.toriee- 

8 
2 

10 
2 

8 
2 

8 
2 

Fanoy  box  mannihetoriee 

2 

4 

Fireproof  safe  manufho- 

Last  manufactories 

1 

.. 

tories 

1 

... 

Moulding,  framing,  turn- 
ing, and  saw  mms 
Myid^  pipemanufactories 

Lron  and  tin  woriLS 

11 

16 

152 

161 

Lron,  brass,  and  copper 

2 

2 

foundries        -       .    - 

62 

62 

Faint,  yamish  manufac- 

Lead worics 

2 

1 

tories 

1 

2 

Tin  smelthkg  woriu 

— 

2 

Paper  manufEtctories      - 
Paper  bag  manufactories 

2 

I 

4 

4 

Total    - 

1,191 

1,255 

Summary  of  236.  By  Bummarismg  the  statements  received  respectiiig  the 

"'^^^*?JJ'**^   whole  of  the  manufactories  and  works,  including  not  only  those 
^^    '  returned  as  such,  but  flour  mills,  breweries,  stone  quarries,  brick- 

jsixds,  and  potteries,  the  following  particulars  are  elicited  : — 


Manufactories  and  Works  of  all  Descriptions.- 
1872-3  and  1873-4. 


-General  Summary , 


Year  ended 
3l8t  March. 

Number  of 

Number  of 
Hands  employed. 

Appiozimate  Total 
Value  of  Lands, 

,and  Plant 

1872-8 
187S-4 

1,927 
1,978 

22,484 
26,192 

5,037,200 
6,945,104 
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237.  By  the  above  figures  the  foUowing  results  are  ascer-     Victoria. 

tuned: — 1.   Hie  number  of  manufacturing  establishments  in-        

creased  by  61  during  the  year.    2.  The  establishments  afforded  Ma^fc^riet, 
employment  to  2^708  more  hands  in  the  latter  year  than  in  the  7872-3  imd 
former.    3.  The  capital  invested,  represented  by  the  total  value  1878-4  com- 
of  premises  and  plant,  amounted  to  5,037,200J1  in  1872-3  and  to  P^^* 
5,945,1042.  in  1873-4,  showing  an  increase  of  little  short  of  a 

n^on  steriing  (907,9041)  in  favour  of  the  latter  year. 

238.  It  may  be  remarked  that  in  1873-4,  3  of  the  mills,  2  of  ManuAct^es, 
the  breweries,  62  of  the  quarries,  64  of  the  brickyards,  and  184  ^^^  ^"^ 
of  the  other  works,  were  upon  Crown  lands,  and  in  these  cases  no 

estimate  has  been  given  of  the  value  of  the  land.  In  the  returns 
of  the  former  year  also  no  valuatiim  has  been  given  in  the  case  of 
manufactories  or  works  carried  on  upon  Crown  lands. 

239.  The  total  ^eld  of  gold  in  1872,  assuming  it  to  be  equal  Yield  of  gold,' 
to  the  amount  reoesived  at  tte  Mint  added  to  the  Customs  returns  ^^^^  ^^  ^^78. 
of  Victorian  gold  exported,  was  1,282,520  ozs.  16  dwts.,  and  in  . 

1873  it  was  1,220,879  ozs. 

240.  Calculating  iq>on  the  same  principle  fiom  the  first  dis-  Gold  raised 
covery  of  gold  in  1851  to  the  end  of  1873,  and  including  also  *^"*^^. 
1,267,241  oxB.  taken  away  overland  in  the  four  years  1852-1866,  «>^«y  ^  ^^^^ 
and  passed  through  the  Customs  of  the  adjacent  colonies  without 

being  recorded  in  Victoria,  the  whole  quantity  raised  in  this 
Colony  has  amounted  first  and  last  to  no  less  than  43,258,206^ 
ozs.,  representing,  at  4/.  per  oz.,  a  total  value  of  173,032,8211 

241.  According  to  information  supplied  to  the  mining  sur-  Gold  from  allu- 
veyors  and  registrars  bv  tiie  banks  and  gold  mining  companies,  ^^^^|[f 
and  fudging  ako  by  their  o?m  knowledge  of  the  worBngs  in  their  iogs. 
distncts,  these  officers  estimated  that  in  1872  52  per  cent  of  the 

gold  was  obtained  from  quartz  and  48  per  cent,  from  alluvial 
workings,  and  that  in  1873,  67  per  cent,  of  tiie  ^Id  was  obtained 
from  quartz,  and  43  per  cent  from  alluvial  workings. 

242.  According  to  estimates  made  by  the  secretary  for  mines,  Average  of 
the  quantity  of  gold  minted  and  exported  would,  if  divided  gold  to  each 
amongst  the  mean  number  of  miners  employed  in  1872  and  1873,  "^•'* 
represent  an  average  of  93/.  17«.  l*47(f.  per  man  in  the  former 

and  of  93il  16^.  2'62d.  per  man  in  the  latter  year. 

243.  The  number  of  steam  engines  used  in  gold  mining  had  Ifining 
fallen  off  from  1,161  in  1872  to  1,151  in  1873,  but  in  the  same  ®°8^*"- 
pmod  the  aggregate  horse-power  had  increased  from  25,014  to 
25,100. 

244.  In  1872,  379  of  the  steam  engines  were  employed  in  En^nes  oaed 
alluvial  mining  and  782  in  quartz  mining.    In  1873,  362  of  the  Jj^^^^i^. 
steam  engines  were  employed  in  alluvial  and   789  in  quartz 

mining. 

245.  In  1872  the  total  number  of  machines  of  all  descriptions  Machinery  on 
in  operation  on  the  goldfields'  was  5,779,  the  aggr^te  value  of  goidfields. 
which  was  estimated  to  be  2,098,5742.     In  1873  the  machines 
numbered  5,699,  and  the  estimated  value  was  2,131,188il 

246.  The  number  of  quartz  reefe  proved  to  be  auriferous  was  Auiferoiif 
returned  by  the  mining  surveyors  and  registrars  as  3,224  in  1872,  ^^' 

S7458.  L 
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VioTOKu.     and  3,324  in  187a    The  ceoretory  for  mines  points  out  diat  these 

^^        are  not  in  every  case  distinet  quartz  reefr>  although  held  t^he 

so  in  the  Ucalities  in  whidi  they  exbt^  bat  many  of  them  aie 

s<|parate  parte  of  the  aame  reef. 

Arasofftiirife-      2A7.  The  aoriferoos  groond  woriced  npon  was  estimated  to 

roQfl  ground,     amooat  to'1^6  square  iniles  in  1872,  and  to  1»050|  square  miles 

in  187a 
Value  of  248.  The  aggregate  Talue  of  all  the  gold  miniag  daims  in 

wmngtMaM.  Tietocia  was  ee^nated  to  be  11,820439^1  in  1872,  and  12,431^17. 

m  I87a 
Average  yield  249.  With  reference  to  the  amerage  yield  of  anrifeioas  quartz, 
of  quarti.  ^^  secretary  for  adnes  points  oai  that,  owing  to  the  machine 
owners  bein^  unable  to  ^ve^  or.  keinff  pcecluded  from  giting, 
information,  it  is  impesubfe  to  gei  oomj^ete  letums  from  any  die- 
triot  The  officers  of  the  depariaaent,  howcTer,  saooeeded  ia 
obtaining  in£Mrmation  remcting  the  cmshiDg  of  d&4^71  tons  in 
1872,  and  091,674  tons  in  187a  The  total  pr^uoe  of  these 
crushiDgs  was  568,382  ozs.  in  1872,  and  567,214  oz&  in  1873. 
The  avera^  yieU  per  ton  was  thus  11  dwto.  21*81  grs.  in  1872, 
and  11  dwts.  10*55  gia  per  ton  in  187a 
Minenlleases.  260.  The  fbUowing  leases  for  the  purpose  of  mining  fi>r  metals 
and  minerals  other  than  gold  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  two 
years,  1872  and  1873.  It  will  be  obserred  that  the  numbmr  in 
the  latter  year  was  mora  than  twioe  as  great  and  the  area  was 
nearly  twice  as  large  as  is  the  fbrmtc  >— 


Mimeral  Leases  in  Perce,  1872  and  1873. 


1872. 

1873. 

Itenber. 

Anm. 

Ifmnber. 

Alia. 

A.        H.   P. 

A. 

X.  p. 

Antimony  ... 

12 

244    8  10 

23 

579 

0  20 

Coal            -           -           - 

s 

5,080    3  88 

19 

9,506 

2  15 

Copper  and  ores  of  copper  - 

2 

964     0  12 

625 

0  12 

Fla^g     - 

1 

6     0    0 

2 

2  80 

Galena  and  copper - 

— 

17 

0  25 

Kaolin 

1 

5     2  28 

5 

2  28 

1 

475     2  10 

475 

2  10 

l^ver         ... 

8 

424     1  86 

424 

1  86 

SilTer  and  lead  .     - 

2 

605     0  32 

605 

0  82 

Silver,  lead,  and  copper      - 

— 

— 

443 

3  34 

Slate 

4 

409     1   11 

862 

0  13 

Slate  and  flagging  - 

1 

13     2  25 

68 

2  21 

Slate  and  fiieestene  - 

3 

838    0  37 

388 

0  37 

Iron            -           -           - 

— 

" — 

42 

2  22 

Red  ochre  clay 

— 

— 

2 

0  14 

Tin  and  ores  of  tin  - 

2 

276     2  21 

30 

2,017 

0  25 

Total 

40 

8,788     2  20 

95 

15,518 

1  14 

Minerals,  &c.,        251.  According  to  estimates  made  in  the  Mininj 
""Sfrl^^in    thefoUomng  are  the  values  of  metals  and  mine 


Department^ 
othw  than 


Victoria. 
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gold  raiadd  in  Yiotoria  from  thd  period  of  the  first  diseovei^  of     Vto^BiA. 
gokL  in  1851  to  the  end  of  1873  :~ 

Siher        .  ^  -  .  6,79» 

Tin            -  -  -  -  306,88« 

Copper      -         .  -  -  •  6,84a 

Antinumy-  -  -  -  8«,163 

Iiead         -  ,  -  ^  3,0j9O 

Iron           .  .  •  .  388 

Coal          -  .  -  -  3,870 

Lignite      •  •  -  ^  1,933 

Kaolin       ...  -  7,444 

Fkgging   .  *.  -  -  32,688 

Slates        -  ^  -  •  728 

Magnente*-  -  *  *  13 

Diamonde*  ^  *  -  MS 

Sapphires  -  -»  •  -  18(X 

Total  .  .  *    465,083 

262.  The  number  ef  patents  for  inyentions  i^iplied  for  since  the  F^tents. 
year  1854  has  been  1,880.    Of  these  146  were  ai^Ued  for  in  the 

year  under  rnview,  and  122  in  the  preoedinff  year. 

263.  Thd  copyng^U  registered  anoualea  to  225  in  1873»  and  Copjrigta. 
808  in  1872.    llie  total  number  registered  since  the  Copyright 

Aet  first  came  into  operation  in  1870  has  been  l,181« 


Pabt  IX. — Vital  Statistics. 

254.  By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  registration  of  births,  Begistrar-Ge- 
deaths,  and  marriages  statute  1865  (28  Vict.  No.  246)  it  is  enacted  ^^''  ^^"^^ 
that  the  Registrar-Ghneral  shall  send  in  annually  to  the  chief 
secretary  a  report  and  general  abstract  of  the  number  of  births, 

deaths,  and  marriages  registered  in  the  preceding  year,  and  that 
such  report  and  abstract  shall  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

255.  Although  the  general  charge  of  the  registrations  is,  as  I  p****^!*?' 
mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  to  this  report,  still  vested  in  s^istios. 
the  r^istrar-general,  the  prq)aration  of  the  report  and  abstract 

under  toe  registration  statute,  being  matters  of  a  purely  statistical 
character,  have,  on  the  division  of  the  department,  naturally 
passed  to  the  Government  statist.  As  the  holder  of  that  office, 
I  pr<^>08e  to  fulfil  the  obligation  thus  imposed  upon  me  in  the 
present  portion  of  my  report  and  in  the  part  of  the  statistics  to 
which  it  relates.  The  latter^  as  I  have  already  explained,  has  been 
detained  by  circumstances  beyond  my  control,  but  will  be  printed 
and  laid  before  Parliament  as  soon  aa  possible.  In  addition  to  the 
returns  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  statements  relating  to 
the  statistics  of  charitable  institutions,  gaols,  &c.,  throughout  the 
Colony  are  included  in  the  report  and  tables,  as  likewise  are 
meteorological  abstracts  furnished  by  the  government  astronomer 

L  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164 


PAPERS  REIATINa  TO 


Victoria. 

FriencUy 
Societies. 


Metropolitan, 
urban  and 
extra-urban 
districts. 


Marriages, 
1873. 


Marriages  and 
p<^ulaoon. 


256.  The  statiBtics  of  friendly  Bocieties  have  usually  bem 
published  in  this  part;  but,  in  the  absence  of  power  under  the 
Statute  to  compel  the  societies  to  furnish  returns  at  the  appointed 
timci  or  even  at  any  time,  joined  to  the  £stct  that  this  year  the 

En^ral  statistics  are  published  at  a  much  earlier  date  than  they 
ye  been  on  any  former  occasion,  I  haye  found  it  impossible  to 
get  the  friendly  societies'  statistics  prepared  in  time  for  embodiment 
in  the  work.  I  propose  therefore  to  publish  them  in  a  separate 
form  at  as  early  a  date  as  poesible. 

257.  In  the  tables  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  the  urban 
districts  haye  been  separated  from  the  extra-urban,  and  the  former 
haye  been  further  sulxliyided  into  tiie  metropolitan,  embracing  the 
cit^  of  Melbourne  and  the  surrounding  towns,  boroughs,  and 
yilkges,  together  with  their  intermediate  spaces,  extending  for  a 
distance  of  10  miles  in  each  direction ;  and  the  extra-metropolitan, 
embracing  all  cities,  towns,  and  boroaffhs  throughout  the  cdony 
except  those  within  10  miles  of  Melboume.  The  extra-urban 
districts  embrace  all  parts  of  the  Colony  not  included  in  l^e  limits 
of  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs. 

258.  The  number  of  marriages  celebrated  in  1873  was  4,974,  as 
against  4,791  in  the  preyious  year.  The  excess  in  &your  o£  the 
year  under  reyiew  was  thus  183. 

259.  More  marriages  took  place  in  1873  than  in  any  year  since 
the  first  settiement  <»  the  colony.  As  compared  with  the  popula- 
tion, howeyer,  the  number  was  exceeded  m  all  the  years  of  tiie 
last  decennaid,  except  1871  and  1872.  This  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  figures : — 

Marriages  and  PopukUian,  1864-1873. 


Estimated 

Ayerage 

Fopoladion. 

Total 
Number  of 
Marriages. 

Per  1,000  of  the  Popolatioii. 

Tear. 

Number  of 
Marriagee. 

Number  of 
Persons 
Married. 

1884    - 
1865    - 
1886    - 

1867  - 

1868  . 

1869  - 

1870  - 

1871  - 

1872  . 

1873  - 

589,160 
616,375 
634,077 
649,826 
671,S8S 
696,942 
709,889 
788,725 
760,991 
780,362 

4,554 
4,497 
4,258 
4^90 
4,692 
4,735 
4,782 
4,698 
4,791 
4,974 

7-78 
7-29 
6-71 
6-91 
6*99 
6*79 
6-67 
6*85 
6-30 
6-87 

15-46 
14-58 
18-42 
18-82 
13-98 
18-58 
18-34 
12-70 
12*60 
12*74 

Marriage  rate        260.  During  the  whole    period  of  10  years  the    marriages 

in  Victoria  and  ^yeraged  annually  6'78,  and  the    i)er8ons  married   13'66,  per 

England.  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  population.     The  rate  in  Victoria  is  not  nearly  so 

high  as  that  prevailing  in  England   and    Wales,  where,  in  the 

thurty-three  years  end^  1870,  the  marriages   averaged  8*24,  and 

the  persons  married  16  *  48,  to  every  1,000  persons  living. 
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261.  In  tiie  metropolitan  districts  the  marriages  in  1873  were     VicroRiii. 
in  the  proportion  of  9  •  65  to  evenr  1,000  of  the  inhabitants ;  in  ]^,j„^^  ^ 
the  towns  outside  Melbourne  ana  suburbs  they  were  in  that  of  to^an?  ^ 
9  *  4  per  1,000  living ;  and  in  the  country  districts  in  that  of  2  *  65  coomry  dia- 
per  1,000  living.     To  account  for  the  low  marriage  rate  in  *"*^- 
countiy  districts  it  will  at  once  be  remembered  that  marriages, 

even  of  persons  whose  ordinary  abode  is  the  country,  generally 
take  place  in  the  towns. 

262.  Marriages  in  Victoria  are  almost  invariably  most  numerous  Marriagei  at 
in  the  autumn,  rather  less  so  in  the  sprb^,  still  less  so  in  the  J^^J^J'*"*  *^" 
summer,  and  least  of  all  in  the  winter,     l^e  following  are  the 
per-centages  in  each  quarter  calculated  over  a  period  of  10 

years: — 

Average  Proportion  of  Marriages  in  each  Quarter. 

Percent. 


Quarter  ended  Slat  March 

-    24-88 

,>               30th  June 

-     25-91 

„              30th  September    - 

-    23-98 

„               Slat  December     - 

-     25-23 

100-00 


263.  In  the  year  under  review  the  order  differed  slightly  Mamageg  in 
from  the  above,  tiie  marriages  being  more  numerous  in  the  wmter  on878^" 
quarter  than  in  the  summer.     The  following  are  the  numbers  in 

Ae  four  quarters  : — March  quarter,  1,079 ;  June  quarter,  1,382; 
September  quarter  1,168 ;  December  quarter,  1,345. 

264.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  marriages  are,  as  may  be  former  con- 
supposed,  contracted  tetween  bachelors  and  sinnsters ;  the  next  p^^g  mar- 
lanfest   are  those  between  bachelors  and  widows;    somewhat,  ried. 
although  not  very  much,  less  are  those  between  widowers  and 
spinsters ;  and  least  of  all  are  those  between  widowers  and  widows. 

The  following  are  the  proportions  of  each  condition  during  10 
years: — 

Former  Condition  of  Persons  Married. 

Percent, 

Bachelors  and  spinsters   -  -  -  80  *  60 

Bachelors  and  widows  *   -  •  •^  8  *  08 

Widowers  and  spinsters  -  -  -  7  •  27 

Widowers  and  widows     -  -  •  4  •  05 


100-00 


265.  In  1873,  4,013,  or  80  *  68  per  cent,  of  the  marriages  were  Former  con- 
between  bachelors  and  spinsters ;   377,  or  7*58  per  cent,  were  ^^^^  ^^ 
between  bachelors  and  widows ;   370,  or  7*44  per  cent.,  were  ^^i87^' 
between  widowers  and  spinsters;  and  214,  or  4*30  per  cent., 

were  between  widowers  and  widows. 

266.  One  of  the  results  of  the  preponderance,  in  point  of  num*  Be^oarriAges. 
bers  of  the  male  sex  over  the  female  is  that  in  this  country  mor6 
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VlOTOKUL. 


Marriages  of 
pertoDB  under 


Marriages  of 
minors,  1873. 


Ages  of  has- 
buids  and 
wiyes. 


Widows  remorrj  liian  widowers,  the  proportum  in  10  years  b^ng 
12  *  18  of  the  fortaer  and  11 « 32  of  Uie  latter  to  every  100  mar- 
riages. In  England  and  Wales,  on  the  oontrary,  more  widowers 
re-tnarry  than  widows,  the  respeodve  proportions  to  every  100 
marriages  being  18*93  and  9-18. 

267.  Another  resnlt,  probably  also  doe  in  part  to  the  ineqtndtty 
of  ihe  sexes  in  Victoria,  is  that,  in  proportion  to  the  totid  nnmbers 
married,  fewer  males  and  more  females  marry  as  minoie  in  the 
oolony  than  in  England  and  Wales.  The  returns  dbow  that,  in 
Victoria,  dining  10  years,  1*60  per  cent,  df  the  bridegrooms,  and 
26 '  57  per  cent,  of  the  brides,  had  not  attained  dieir  tweniy-first 
y^ar,  whilst  in  Emland  and  Wales,  daring  10  years,  as  many 
as  6  *  60  per  cent,  of  the  bridegrooms,  and  o3y  19  •  91  per  cent,  of 
the  brides  were  under  age.  The  mean  of  the  two  sexes  marrying 
under  age  gives  a  higher  proportion  for  Victoria  (14-032  per 
cent)  than  for  England  and  Wales  (13  *  255  per  cent.). 

268.  In  the  year  under  notice,  103,  or  2*  07  per  cent*,  of  the 
men,  and  1,434,  or  28  *  83  per  cest,  of  llie  women,  miuried  in 
Victoria  were  under  age.  These  nmnbars  result  in  a  mean  of 
15  '45  pOT  cttfit. 

269.  The  following  table  shows,  in  combination,  the  ages  of 
males  and  females  who  married  during  the  year : — 


Relative  ages 
ofhnabands 
and  wives. 


Inequalities  of 
age. 


Affes  of  Huilands  and  Wives  in 

Combination^ 

1873. 

Ages  of  Wives. 

1 

Ages  of 

1 

S 

?5 

55 

s 

S 

B 

i 
s 

9' 

S 

s 

1 

8 

a 

8 

s 

1 

1 

17  to  18     - 

18  to  19     - 

19  to  20     • 

20  to  21     - 
21to26      . 
26to80     • 
SOtoSS      - 
35to40     - 
40to45      - 
45to60      . 
69t056      - 
66to60      - 

eoto66    - 

66to70     - 
70  to  76      - 
Unspecified 

1 

2 
1 

7 

4 
1 

1 

4 
40 
22 
6 
6 

a 
1 

6 

3 

8 

89 

75 

22 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 
16 
128 
118 
40 
17 
8 
1 

3 

9 
148 
181 
69 
20 
10 
4 
1 

1 

10 
148 
147 
44 
20 
6 
2 

1 

18 

666 
650 
298 
186 
62 
10 
6 
1 

2 

1 

94 

296 

967 

185 

78 

17 

11 

1 

1 

19 
40 
114 

96 
62 
28 
16 

S 
1 

6 
7 
37 
64 
62 
80 
19 
8 
1 
1 

2 

6 

90 

40 

86 

20 

6 

1 

8 

1 

n 
1 

6 

1 
12 
17 
11 
8 
2 
S 

1 

6 

8 
4 
2 
1 

1 

2 

3 
6 
4 
1 

2 
1 

1 
"i 

1 

1 
68 

8 

8 

89 

68 

1.241 

1,494 

907 

681 

836 

160 

96 

28 

13 

9 

6 

62 

Total  wives 

"-■ 

84 

221 

835 

392 

377 

1,785 

900 

877 

228 

141 

69 

23 

16 

8 

2 

2 

64 

4J>74 

270.  la  4,911  instances  out  of  the  4,974  marriages  which  took 
place  the  age  of  both  husband  and  wife  was  specirod.  In  1,143 
of  these  oases  the  husband  and  wife  were  of  the  same  age,  in  3,480 
cases  the  husband  wM  older  than  the  wife,  and  in  288  cases  the 
wife  was  older  than  the  husband. 

271.  A  few  rather  curious  ine<iutilities  of  age  appear  in  several 
of  the  columns,  altliough  these  instances  are  not  so  striking  as 
some  which  have  ocoumd  in  ptfaer  years ;  as,  for  instimce,  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HER  majesty's  CX>LOiriAL  POSSESSIONS. 


167 


youibs  between  19  and  20  years  of  age  many  women  between  25 
and  30 ;  a  man  between  30  and  35  chooses  a  partn^  between  65 
and  70 ;  a  man  between  25  and  30  sheets  one  between  45  and  50 ; 
and,  on  the  other  band,  a  num  between  35  and  40  marries  a  girl 
undttr*  15,  and  a  man  between  65  and  70  marries  a  woman  b^ween 
25  and  30. 

272.  There  are  several  ways  of  arriving  at  an  estimate  of  the 
proportion  of  the  adult  population  able  to  read  and  write.  One 
method  is  by  the  census,  wnen  a  return  of  this  nature  is  made 
respecting  every  person  in  the  community.  This  return  is,  how- 
ever, it  may  be  presumed,  not  always  reliable,  as  a  very  smaU 
amount  of  education,  quite  insufficient  to  enable  its  possessor  to 
make  use  of  it  in  even  the  smallest  business  relations  o£  life,  may 
cause  him  to  feel  justified  in  stating,  or  may  feel  others  justified 
in  stating  for  him,  that  he  is  able  to  read  and  write.  A  severer 
test  is  that  of  the  manriage  register,  on  which  all  males  and  all 
females  entering  the  married  state  are  required  to  affix  their 
signatures. 

273.  In  England  and  Wales,  taking 'the  experience  of  10  years, 
23'29  per  cent  of  all  the  males,  and  32*5  per  cent,  of  all  the  females, 
who  married  signed  the  register  with  marks,  and  therefore,  it  may 
be  assumed,  were  unable  to  write.  In  Victoria,  during  10  years, 
7'74  per  cent,  of  the  bridegrooms,  and  15*78  per  cent  of  the 
brides,  signed  with  mark^,  and  therefore  were  doubtless  in  like 
manner  defective  in  point  of  education. 

274.  The  number  of  peraons  in  Victoria  signing  with  marks 
differs  according  to  the  religions  denomination.  The  following 
table  shows  the  proportion  of  those  so  signing  to  the  total  nmnbers 
married  according  to  the  forms  of  each  sect,  also  the  proportions 
so  signing  to  the  total  married  by  lay  registrars  :*^ 


VlOTOBIA. 


Signing  with 
marks. 


Signing  with 

Victoria  and 
England. 


Signing  with 
marks  by  per- 
sons of 
different  sects. 


Sigidng  Marriage  Register  with  Marks  ;  Experience  of  10  Years. 

Number  of 

Signkig  with  Mada. 

Marriages  performed 

accoT&g  to  the 
Uaagceofthe-^ 

Marriages. 

Total  Number. 

Number  in  every  lOOmarried. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Mean. 

Church  of  England   - 
Presbyterian  Qiareh  - 

11,619 
9,707 

711 
505 

1,432* 
1,114 

612 
5-20 

12-32 
11-48 

9-22 
8-34 

Wesleyan  Church      - 

6,666 

407 

729 

6-11 

10-94 

8-52 

Independent  Church  - 

2,247 

101 

252 

4'50 

11-21 

7-85 

Baiitist  Church 

MIS 

68 

108 

4-80 

7-62 

6-21 

Lutheran  Church 

560 

8 

30 

1*48 

5-36 

3-39 

Unitarian  Church      - 

32 

2 

6-25 

3-12 

Calyinistic  Methodists 

87 

__ 

9 

___ 

10-34 

5-17 

Other  Fh>testants      - 

337 

83 

33 

9-79 

9-79 

9-79 

Boman  Catholics 

10,078 

1,515 

8,033 

15.04 

30-11 

22-57 

Jews  • 

194 

8 

8 

1-55 

4-12 

2-88 

2,724 

183 

458 

6'72 

16-81 

11-76 

Total - 

45,664 

8,534 

7,208 

7-74 

15-78 

U-76 
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VlOTORU. 

Different  sects 
eompared. 


Proportions 
sigmngwith 
marks,  1878. 


Cases  in  which 
one  or  both 
signed  with 
marks. 


Births,  1878. 


Birthrate, 
1864-1873. 


275.  If  the  figures  in  the  first  nine  lines  be  combined  so  as  to 
give  the  total  of  the  Protestant  sects,  the  proportions  signing  with 
marks  in  every  100  marriages  sdiemnized  by  Protestant  clergymen 
will  be  found  to  be  5*61  of  the  men,  and  11*35  of  the  women,  or 
a  mean  of  8*48.  This  is  about  the  average  which  prevails  in  the 
marriages  performed  by  Presbyterians  and  Wesleyans;  but  in 
marriages  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of 
*^  Other  Protestants  "  the  proportion  sigmng  with  marks  is  greater ; 
and  in  marriages  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Independents,  Baptists, 
Lutherans,  Unitarians,  and  Calvinistic  Methodists  the  proportion 
is  less  than  the  average  of  Protestant  marriages.  Fewer  persons, 
on  the  average,  married  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Jews  signed 
with  marks  than  those  of  any  other  religious  sect.  More  persons, 
on  the  average,  married  by  lay  r^istrars  signed  with  marks  than 
those  married  according  to  the  usages  of  any  religious  denomination 
except  the  Boman  Catholics.  A  much  larger  number  of  persons,  on 
the  average,  married  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Boman  Catholics 
signed  with  marks  than  of  those  married  in  any  other  manner. 

276.  Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  men,  and  496  of 
the  women,  out  of  a  total  of  4,974  of  either  sex  married,  signed 
with  marks  in  the  year  under  review.  The  proportions  of  mose 
unable  to  sign  in  writing  were  therefore  6*55  per  cent,  of  the  men, 
and  9*97  per  cent,  of  the  women,  resulting  in  a  mean  of  8*26  per 
cent.  All  the  numbers  show  considerable  improvement  upon  the 
results  of  the  10  years  as  given  in  the  table. 

277.  In  612  instances,  during  the  year  under  notice,  one  out  of 
tiie  two  parties  to  a  marriage  ngned  with  a  mark  and  tiie  other  in 
writing,  and  in  105  instances  both  signed  with  marks ;  thus  in  all 
the  marriages  except  about  2  per  cent,  either  the  husband  or  the 
wife  was  able  to  write. 

278.  The  births  registered  in  1873  numbered  28,100.  This 
was  the  largest  number  of  births  ever  re^stered  in  the  colony  in 
one  year,  and  exceeded  by  739  the  number  registered  in  1872. 

279.  The  estimated  average  population,  the  number  of  births, 
and  the  proportion  of  the  latter  to  the  former,  during  each  of  the 
last  10  years,  were  as  follow.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  birth 
rate  has  been  declining  pretty  steadUy  for  years  past,  and  was 
lower  in  the  last  two  years  than  in  any  others  of  the  decenniad. 


Births  and  Population,  1864-1873. 

Estimated  Ayerage 
Fopalatkm. 

Births. 

Year. 

Total  Number. 

Nmnber  per  1,000 
of  Population. 

1864 

589,160 

25,680 

48-59         ' 

1865 

616,375 

25,915  . 

4204 

1866 

634,077 

25,010 

39-44 

1867 

649,826 

25,608 

39-41 

1868 

671,222 

27,243 

40-69 

1869 

696,942 

26,040 

37-86 

1870 

709,839 

27,151 

38-25 

1871 

738,725 

27.382 

37-07 

1872 

760,991 

27,361 

35-95 

1873 

780,862 

28,100 

36-01 
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280.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  period  of  10  years  was  38*77 
per  1,000^  or^  in  other  words^  1  child  was  bom  alive  to  every  26 
persons  living.  In  England  and  Wales  the  average  birth  rate 
extending  over  a  series  of  years  was  33*64  per  1^000^  or  1  child 
was  bom  alive  to  every  30  persons  living. 

281.  The  births  in  Melbonme  and  suburbs^  in  the  year  under 
review^  were  in  the  proportion  of  34*36  to  every  1,000  of  the 
population.  In  the  town  districts  outside  Melbourne  and  suburbs 
they  were  in  the  proportion  of  40*98  to  every  1,000'of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in  the  country  districts  they  were  in  the  proportion  of 
34-40  to  every  1,000  of  the  population.  The  fiict  that  the  birth 
rate  of  the  metropdis  is  no  higher  than  that  of  the  country 
districts  is  a  remarkable  onOf  and  merits  investigation. 

282.  The  number  of  males  and  females  bom,  and  the  proportion 
of  the  f<»rmer  to  the  latter,  in  each  of  the  last  10  years,  were  as 
follow : — 


ViOrORIA. 

Birth  rate  in 
Victoria  and 
England. 


Birthrate  in 
towns  and 
coontiy. 


Proportion  of 
males  and 
fnnalesbom. 


Birth*  of  Males  and  Females,  1864^1873. 

Year. 

Males  Bom. 

Females  Bom. 

Males  Bora  to  evefy 
100  Females. 

1864 

. 

18^1 

12,439 

106*45 

1865 

. 

- 

13^65 

12,650 

104-86 

1866 

• 

- 

12,670 

12,340 

102-67 

1867 

. 

- 

13,098 

12,515 

104*62 

1868 

• 

. 

13,841 

13,402 

103*28 

1869 

. 

- 

18,225 

12,815 

103*20 

1870 

• 

- 

13,997 

18,154 

106*41 

1871 

- 

- 

14,000 

13,882 

104*62 

1872 

- 

- 

13,831 

13,530 

102*22 

1878 

" 

" 

14,234 

13,866 

102*65 

283.  In  the  whole  period  of  10  years  the  proportion  was  104*07 
males  to  100  females.  The  relative  proportion  of  males  and 
females  bom  does  not  differ  much  from  that  of  England  and 
Wales>  where  the  ratio  in  the  10  years  ended  1867  was  104*4 
males  to  100  females. 

284  In  263  instances  twins  were  born  during  the  year  under 
notice,  and  in  three  instances  triplets.  In  the  last  10  years  2,729 
cases  of  twins,  and  25  cases  of  triplets,  have  been  recorded  out  of 
265,490  births.  Thus  one  mother  in  every  96  gave  birth  to  twins, 
and  one  mother  in  every  10,508  brought  forth  three  children  at 
a  birth. 

285.  The  number  of  children  recorded  as  being  bom  out  of 
wedlock  in  the  year  under  review  was  893,  or  1  in  every  31  bom. 
Ill  die  past  10  years  the  number  was  7,477,  or  1  in  every  35  bom. 
In  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  of  ill^timate  children 
during  a  series  of  years  was  1  in  every  16  born.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  fact  of  a  child  being  bom  out  of  wedlock  is 
more  often  concealed  here  tiian  there. 

286.  By  the  number  of  Intimate  births  tiie  number  of  married 
women  at  childbearing  ages  can  be  ascertained  approximately,  as 


Males  and 
females  born  in 
Victoria  and 
England. 


Twins  and 
tripleto. 


Illegitimate 
birtSs. 


Married 
women  and 
women  lining 
urognlar  Utos. 
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YiOTosu.  also  bj  the  numbeif  of  ilkgitimate  birdifi  can  the  number  of 

unmarried  women  liying  kregnlady.     An  eoiimate  based  upon 

the  returns  of  the  cemniB  of  1871  ahows  that  the  legitimate  births 
in  Victoria  are  in  the  proportion  of  801  to  every  1,000  married 
women  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45,  and  this  pnqMrtion 
ap{died  to  t&  returns  of  the  year  under  review  gives  tibe  number 
of  married  women  living  at  thoee  ages  as  90,389.  If  duldren  are 
bom  to  women  living  in  coneubinage  in  the  same  prop(»tbn  as 
thev  are  to  women  living  in  wedkx^  tiie  number  of  illegitimate 
children  bom  would  diow  iknt  2,967  women  were  living  in  the 
former  state  during  the  year.  The  avM»ge  number  of  unmarried 
women  in  the  colony  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  I  estimate  to 
have  been  65,405  in  1873.  It  would  therefore  follow  that  1  out 
of  every  22  of  this  nuinber  ww  leading  an  irr^ular  lifa 

287.  As  may  be  sap^osed,  the  pr(qK>rtioai  of  illsgitimate  births 
is  greater  in  town  than  in  country  districts.  In  the  metropolis 
and  suburbs  it  is  especially  great,  the  ratio  in  the  year  under 
review  being  1  illegitimate  child  to  every  19  children  bom.  In 
the  other  urban  districts  the  ratio  was  1  illegitimate  child  to  every 
41  children  bom,  or,  in  all  the  town  districts  taken  together,  1 
illegitimate  child  to  every  26  children  bom.  The  proportion  in 
the  extra-urban  districts  was  1  illegitimate  child  to  every  45 
children  bom. 

28&  Births  are  most  frequent  in  the  winter  season,  both  in  this 
colony  and  in  England  and  Wales.  This,  as  regards  Victoria, 
has  been  proved  by  the  experience  of  the  last  10.  years,  in  every 
one  of  which  the  births  have  been  greatest  in  the  quarter  ended 
30th  September.  The  following  are  the  figures  for  each  quarter 
of  the  whole  decenniad  and  the  per-centage : — 


Illegitimate 
birthB  in  town 
and  oonntiy. 


Births  at  dif- 
ferent seasons 
1864-1878. 


Births  in  each  Quarter^  1864-1873. 


Births  in  each 
quarter,  1878. 


Deatiis,  1873. 


Excess  of 
births  over 
deaths. 


Qoarter  ended— 

Number  of  Births. 

Proportions  per  cent. 

8l8t  March             ... 
80th  June  .           -           .            - 
30th  Biptett»>er      -           .           . 
SlstDecraiber 

68,195 
66,110 
72,405 
64,780 

S8-43 
24*90 
27 '27 
2I&'48 

Total 

265,490 

100-00 

289.  During  the  year  under  review  the  births  numbered.  6^15 
in  the  quarter  ended  31st  March,  6,932  in  the  quarter  ended 
80th  June,  7,558  in  the  quarter  ended  30th  September,  and  6,795, 
in  the  quarter  ended  31st  Deoembec 

290.  The  deaths  registered  in  the  year  numbered  11,50L  The 
births,  as  already  stated,  having  been  28,100,  the  exoees  of  births 
over  deaths  was  16,599,  or  144  per  cent 

291.  In  all  years  the  births  in  Victoria  have  been  largely  .in 
excess  of  the  deaths.  During  the  10  years  eiKled  in  1873  the 
former  luunbered  265,490,  and  the  latter  106^734.     The  total 
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excess  of  births  was  therefore  158,756,  or  149  per  cent     In     yioroRu. 

England  and  Wales,  during  a  series  of  years,  the  average  -excess         

of  births  over  deaths  was  55  per  cent.,  or  not  nearly  hali  so  high 
as  the  average  excess  prevaliing  in  Victoria. 

292.  Males  contributed  6,665,  and  females  4,936,  to  the  mor-  Deaths  of 
tality  of  the  year.  These  figures  furnish  proportions  relatively  to  JJ^J^^ 
that  nuMTtality  of  57  and  43  per  cent,  respectively.  The  propor- 
tions of  males  and  females  in  the  total  population  during  the  year 
were  respectively  54  per  cent,  and  46  per  cent.,  so  that  more 
males  and  fewer  females  died  than  might  have  been  expectied 
fixym  the  relative  numbers  living. 

298.  The  following  table  shows  the  average  population  of  each  Population  and 
year,  distinguishing  males  and  females,  the  number  of  deaths  of  ^®**^ 
nuJes  and  females  in  each  year,  and  the  proportion  that  the  numbers 
ei  eitber  sex  who  died  bore  to  the  total  niunber  of  the  same  aex 
living  in  each  year : — 

Deaths  and  Ptfjmlaiian,  1864r-187d. 


DeatlM. 

Estimated  Mean  Population. 

'      ■ 

Total  Komber. 

Number  per  1,000  of 

Ymi. 

Pc^jMilation. 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Fe- 
iMks. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Pe- 
mal^s. 

Total. 

1S64 

886,627 

252,588 

589,160 

5,902 

3,685 

8,887 

15-45 

14*59 

15-08 

1S66 

849,662 

266,718 

616,875 

6,158 

4,803 

10,461 

17-61 

16-18 

16'97 

1S6^ 

356,460 

277,617 

684,077 

7,016 

5,270 

12,286 

19*68 

18-98 

19-37 

1867 

862,417 

287,409 

649,826 

6,618 

5,120 

11,738 

18-25 

17-81 

18-06 

180S 

871,817 

299,405 

671,222 

5,865 

4,202 

10/)67 

15-77 

14-03 

15-00 

18S9 

084,267 

812,675 

696,942 

6,221 

4,4e9 

1(^680 

16-19 

14-10 

15-25 

1870 

890,480 

819,859 

709,839 

6,114 

4,806 

10,420 

15-66 

13-48 

14-68 

1871 

404,983 

883,742 

738,725 

5,845 

4,078 

9,918 

14-43 

12-20 

18-43 

1872 

415,606 

845,886 

760,991 

6,808 

4,523 

10,881 

15-18 

13-10 

14-23 

1873 

424,729 

355,683 

780,362 

6,565 

4,986 

11,501 

15-45 

13-88 

14-74 

294.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  first  six  years  of  the  10  Death  rate  in 
the  Jeath  rate  was  higher  than  in  the  year  under  review,  that  it  ^^"^'^  y®*"- 
was  exceptionally  high  in  1866  and  1867,  apd  exceptionaUy  low 

in  1871 ;  also  tlmt  in  eadi  of  the  years  the  mortality  bore  more 
heavily  upon  males  than  upon  females. 

295.  The  average  annual  death  rate  extending  over  the  whole  ^^  ^  Vio- 
10  years  was  16*29  per  1,000  as  r^ards  males,  14*68  per  1,000  ^^^i^l 

as  regards  females,  and  15*58  per  1,000  as  regards  both  sexes. 
In  England  and  Wales,  in  31  years,  the  average  annual  death 
rate  was  23*34  per  1,000,  and  21  49  per  1,000  as  regards'  males 
and  females  respectively,  and  22  -4  per  1,000  as  regards  both  sexes 
combined. 

296.  The  death  rate  differs  in  different  districts  of  the  colony.  Deaths  in  town 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  figures^  which  show  the  mortality  ft?d  countoy 
in  the  urban  districts,  distinguishing  the  metropolitan  and  the  ^*'*"^* 
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YicroRu.     extra-metropolitan^  and  the  extra-urban  districts^  during  the  year 
1873  :— 

Deaths  in  Urban  and  Country  Districts^  1873. 


Estimated 

Mean 
Fopnlation. 

Deaths,  1878. 

Districts. 

Total  Namber. 

Namber  per 
1,000  of  the 
PopnlatioB. 

Urban  metropolitan 
Urban  extra-metropolitan 
BxtnirQrban      -           -           - 

238,047 
191,946 
356^169 

4,628 
8,623 
3,850 

19-86 

18-87 

914 

Total    . 

780,368 

11,501 

14-74 

accounted  for. 


Large  m^-  297.  Taking  all  the  urban  districts  together,  the  mortality  is 

^^^^  equal  to  19*41  to  every  1,000  of  the  popuLtion.  The  mortality 
Acemin  or.  ^^  extra-urbau  districts  is  no  doubt  much  reduced,  and  that  of 
urban  districts  proportionately  augmented,  owing  to  the  fiEict  that 
persons  who,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  live  in  tiie  country 
districts  are  in  the  habit,  on  the  outbreak  of  illness  which  promises 
to  be  dangerous,  of  coming  to  the  towns,  and  that  many  of  them 
end  their  days  there.  This  practice  no  doubt  arises  partly  in 
consequence  of  all  the  hospitals,  wherein  1,462  deaths,  or  18  per 
cent,  of  those  which  occumd  in  the  urban  districts  during  1873, 
beiuff  situated  in  the  towns,  and  partly  because,  even  out  of 
hospitals,  the  medical  attendance  and  nursing  sick  persons  would 
receive  in  towns  might  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  of  a  superior 
description  to  that  they  would  be  able  to  obtun  in  country  dis- 
tricts. 

298.  The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  in  each  month  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  in  each 
month  to  the  total  deaths  in  the  year,  placed  side  by  side  with  a 
similar  calculation  extending  over  a  period  of  10  years : 

Deaths  in  each  Month. 


Deaths  in  each 
month. 


Per-centage  of  Deaths  occnrring  in 
each  Month  to  the  Total  Deaths. 

Months. 

Deaths,  1878. 

Tear  1878.       Mean  of  Ten  Years. 

Jannaiy  -           -           - 

1,044 

9*08 

10-78 

FebmaiT 

919 

7-99 

9*58 

March     . 

1,048 

9-11 

10-70 

April      - 

1,163 

Wll 

9-76 

May       .           •           . 
June       .           .           - 

945 

8-88 

8*93 

801 

6-96 

7*74 

July        - 

1,000 

8-69 

7-48 

Augost   .           -           - 

835 

7-86 

6-89 

September 

868 

7-55 

6*35 

October  -           -           - 

983 

8-11 

6-65 

Noyember 

838 

7-89 

6*58 

December 

1,107 

9*63 

8*74 

Total    - 

11,501 

100*00 

100*00 
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299.  The  mortality  is  generallj  highest  in  the  summer  season ;     Victoria. 
but  this  peculiarity  has  not  been  so  strikingly  marked  as  usual  in         -: — 
the  year  under  review.     The  relative  mortality  in  it  was, below  J^^f  ** 
the  average  in  January^  February,  March,  May,  and  June,  and  seasons. 
above  the  average  in  the  other  seven  months. 

300.  The  returns  of  the  R^istrar-General  for  England  and  Mortality  at 
Wales  do  not  distfai^ish  the  mortelity  in  each  month,  but  instead  ^i^?**^"^^ 
Ilie  mortality  of  eacm  quarter  is  given.     The  quarterly  returns  of  EnguSd.*" 
mortality  in  Victoria  are  compared  in  the  following  table  with  the 

returns  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  year  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  returns  of  Victoria  being  for  10  years,  those  of  England 
and  Wales  for  31  years : 

Mortality  at  different  Seasons  in  Victoria  and  England  and 

Wales. 


Quarter  elided^ 

Deaths  par  100  at  all  Seasons, 

Victoria. 

England  and  Wales. 

Victoria  (ayerage 
of  10  years). 

England  and 

Wales  (ayerage 

of  81  years). 

3lBt  March    - 
SOth  June      - 
SOtb  September 
8l8t  December 

SOth  September     - 
Sltt  December 
Slst  March 
SOth  June  - 

Total    . 

30-94 
26-4S 
20*66 
21-97 

23*24 
24-65 
27*49 
24*62 

100*00 

100-00 

301.  By  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  the  greatest  mortality  Results  com- 
occnrs  in  the   summer  quarter  in  Victoria^  and  in  the  winter  P^^^- 
quarter  in  England  and  Wales ;  that  the  next  greatest  mortality 

is  in  the  autumn  quarter  in  Victoria,  and  the  next  in  the  spring 
quarter,  but  that  in  England  and  Wales  the  mortality  of  the 
autumn  and  spring  quarters  is  nearly  identical;  and  that  the 
period  of  least  mortality  in  Victoria  is  the  winter  'quarter,  and  in 
England  and  Wales  tlie  summer  quarter. 

302.  In  the  year  under  review  the  per-centage  of  deaths  in  the  l>eaths  in  each 
four  quarters  respectively  was  26-18,  25-29,  23-50,  and  25-03.  ^"^'*^'' ^^^^• 
The  mortality  was  thus  more  evenly  spread  over  the  whole  year 

than  usual. 

303.  In  the  following  table  the  deaths  of  males  and  females  in  Population  and 
1873,   at  each  year  of  age,  are  placed  side  bjr  side  with   the  ^^"^^  **  ^^^ 
estimated  numbers  of  either  sex  at  the  same  ages  m  the  population.  ^^' 

The  per-centage  of  those  who  died  at  each  age  to  the  total  num- 
ber of  deaths,  and  the  per-centage  of  those  living  at  each  age  to 
the  total  numbers  living  are  also  shown : — 
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PopulaiimMnd  Deaths  ai  eack  Age^  1873,  wiih  J^roporUtrnt. 

NuiCBBItS. 


• 

Ages. 

each  Age,  1873. 

Number  of  Deatlis  at  each 
Age,  1873  * 

Hales. 

Venaies. 

l^taL 

Males. 

Females.    To«aL 

Under  5  years          - 
5  yean  to  10  yean  - 
10      „       15    „     - 
15      „        25    „      . 
25       „        35    „      - 
85       „        45    „      . 
45      «        55    „      • 
55       „        65     „      . 
65       „         75    „      . 
75  and  upwards  .      - 

62,418 
56,710 
45,551 
53,286 
65,800 
77,608 
40,946 
15,963 
5,855 
1,142 

68,147 

56,986 

45,818 

57,798 

53,262 

44,734 

21,410 

9,215 

3,457 

811 

124,565 

118,696 

91,864 

111,034 

119,062 

122,342 

62,856 

25,178 

8,812 

1,953 

2,564 
818 
184 
283 
488 
839 
782 
565 
365 
232 

2,340 
286 
150 
296 
413 
480 
348 
289 
241 
143 

4,904 
604 
9U 

579 
896 
1,819 
1,180 
804 
606 
375 

Total    - 

424,729 

355,633 

780,362 

6,565 

4,986 

11,501 

FiiCkPOBnovs  Fbb  Cevt. 


Under  5  years 

14-70 

17*48 

15*95 

39*06 

47*41 

42*64 

5  years  to  10  yean  - 

13*85 

16*02 

14*57 

4*84 

5*79 

5-25 

10      „        15    „      - 

10-73 

12*88 

11*71 

2-04 

3*04 

2*47 

15      „        25    „      - 

12*53 

16*25 

U23 

4*81 

6*00 

5*08 

25      „        85    „      - 

15*49 

14*98 

15*26 

7-86 

8*87 

7*79 

85      „        45     „      - 

18*27 

12*58 

15*68 

12*78 

9-78 

WAS 

45       „        55     „      . 

9*64 

6-02 

7-99 

11*91 

7*05 

9*88 

55      ^         65     „      . 

3*76 

S'59 

3*28 

8*61 

4*84 

6*90 

65      „        75    „      - 

1*26 

•97 

1*13 

5-56 

4*88 

5*27 

•97 

•23 

•25 

8*53 

2-90 

3*26 

Total    - 

100*00 

100*00 

100*00 

100* 00 

100*00 

100*00 

Deaths  at  304.  A  reference  to  the  figures  in  tiik  table  will  ebow  Uiat 

different  ages,  nearly  half  ihe  males  and  more  than  half  the  females  who  died  in 
the  year  were  under  10  yean  of  ase;  also  tiiat  both  sexes  under 
5  years  and  orer  46  yearn  of  age  died  in  larger  proportions  thaxi 
their  numbers  in  the  pmmlation,  but  at  ages  between  5  and  45 
the  proportions  dying  oi  either  sex  were  smaller  than  the  corre- 
sponding numbers  at  the  same  age  in  the  population. 
Deaths  at  305.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  mortality  of  children  under  5 

yarious  ages  in  ^^as  exceptionally  low,  and  that  of  persons  over  75  was  excep- 
Elfftod,*"^  tionally  high,  during  the  year  under  review.  This  will  be  seen 
more  plainly  by  an  examination  of  tiie  figures  in  the  foUowing 
table,  which  gives  the  number  of  deaths  of  males  and  females  at 
various  ages  in  every  1,000  of  either  sex  living  at  the  same  ages 
in  the  colony  of  Yictoria  during  the  year  under  notice,  and  durm^ 
an  average  of  10  years ;  also  in  England  and  Wales,  calculatea 
upon  an  average  of  30  years. 


OmiCtiiig  tba  uupeoified  as  to  see. 
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3fortfdUy  per   1,000  Iwingi  ai  different  Agee    in   Victoria    and 
England  and  Wales. 


ZOZOBU. 


Number  of  Deaths  to  eyery  1^000  liYing  at  e|ph  Age. 

Ages. 

Victoria. 

England  and 

Wales,  average  of 

80  Yean. 

Year  1878. 

Average  of  10  Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

AllAges       • 

15-45 

18*88 

16*68 

16-13 

23-88 

21-51 

IInaOT5yeaOT 

41-08 

87-65 

65*08 

49*66 

72-42 

62-46 

5  yeazs  to  10  yean  - 

5-61 

5-08 

7-52 

6-95 

8-79 

8-67 

10       „     15     „     . 

2-94 

8-27 

8-^7 

8-26 

4-95 

5*10 

15       „     26     „     . 

5-31 

5*12 

4-95 

4-81 

7-90 

8*22 

25        „      35      „      - 

7-34 

7-75 

7-85 

8-28 

9*93 

10-15 

35        „      45      „      . 

10-81 

10-73 

12-09 

11-12 

13*08 

12-80 

46        „      55      „      - 

19-10 

16-26 

17-52 

18'20 

18*16 

16*67 

65        „      65     „      . 

85-89 

25*94 

29-71 

21-98 

8l*68 

28;  56 

65         „      75      „ 

68-16 

69-71 

53-79 

48-10 

68-64 

67*62 

75  and  npwaidfl^ 

203-15 

176-82 

111-71 

93-09 

147*74 

186*86 

S06.  It  will  be  remarked  that,  in  Vielomy  die  noortality  of  Deaths  of 
males  ia  proportion  to  thek  nmnbers  in  die  popdatbn  is  grad»r  °^e»  ^^  ^e 
dian  tiiat  of  females  at  all  periods  of  Ufe,  except  between  25  and  ^^Qt  aires 
35  years  of  age;  but  that  in  England  and  Wales,  relattvdyito 
their  numbers,  the  mortality  of  females  is  greater  than  that  of 
males  at  the  three  periods  occurring  betwe^i  10  and  35  years  of 
iige>  die  mortality  of  males  being,  however^  greater  than  that  of 
females  at  all  other  periods. 

307.  The  £EU)t  that  the  average  mortality,  both  of  males  and  Mortality  of 
f emaka,  at  each  period  of  life  is  lower  in  Victoria  than  it  is  in  children  in 
England  and  Wales  is  fully  brought  out  by  die  figures.     This  is  ^S.^"* 
especially  noticeable  in  regard  to  children  under  5  years  and      ^^  ' 
between  6  and  10  years  of  age,  to  whom  the  circumstances  and 
climate  of  Victoria  are  by  many  supposed  to.be  exceptionally 
fatal,  whereas  these  are  in  reality  much  less  so  than  those  which 
prevail  in  England. 


•The 
6  to  86  0] 


in  this  line  relating  to  England  and  Walea  apply  to  males  and  females  at  from 
The  Victoiianietums  apply  to  all  over  76. 
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308.  Beades  the  oomparieou  of  the  deaths  of  children  at  each 
age  with  the  total  numbers  at  the  same  ages  living,  a  further 
means  of  ascertaining  the  fitness  of  a  country  for  rearing  children 
in  is  bj  comparing  the  mortality  of  children  dying  before  they 
complete  their  first  year  with  the  number  of  births.  This  is  done 
in  tne  following  table  for  each  of  the  10  years  ending  with 
1873:— 


Mortality  of  InfanU,  1864-1873. 


Deaths  of  InfimU  under  One  Year  of 

Year. 

Number  of  BirdiB. 

Age. 

Total  Number. 

Ftopoftionto 
every  100  Births. 

1S64 

•           •           • 

S5,680 

2,778 

10-8 

1S65 

... 

26,915 

8,538 

13*6 

1866 

... 

26,010 

3,888 

15-3 

1867 

... 

86,608 

3,534 

13-8 

1868 

... 

27,248 

8,054 

11-2 

1869 

•           •           « 

26,040 

3,284 

12-6 

1870 
1871 

... 

27,151 

8,208 

ll'S 

... 

27,882 

8,114 

11'3 

1878 

... 

27,861 

8,334 

12-2 

1878 

Ban  of  10  Yean    - 

28,100 

3,181 

11-3 

M 

26,549 

8,286 

12-4 

Infuit  mor- 
tality in 
Victoria  and 
England. 


Mortality  of 
male  and  fe- 
male infants. 


Deaths  from 
each  class  of 
diseases  in 
Victoria  and 
England. 


309.  The  mortality  of  infants,  calculated  upon  this  piindple^  is 
much  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  where  deaths  of 
children  who  had  not  completed  their  first  year  of  age  amounted 
in  1869  to  15*6  per  cent,  and  in  1870  to  16  per  cent,  of  the 
births.  These  were  not  years  of  exceptional  mortality,  and  yet 
the  same  proportions  haye  not  been  reached  during  even  the 
worst  years  in  Victoria. 

310.  Both  here  and  in  England  a  larger  number  of  male  than 
of  female  infants  die.  In  the  year  under  review,  the  former 
amounted  to  1,679,  and  the  latter  to  1,502,  which  numbers  furnish 
proportions  rdatively  to  the  births  of  dther  sex  of  11-80  and 
10*82  per  cent  respectively*  In  an  average  extending  over  the 
five  previous  years  the  corresponding  per-centages  were  12*65  and 
1097.  In  England  and  Wales,  during  the  year  1870,  deaths  of 
male  children  under  one  year  were  in  the  proportion  of  174  per 
cent  of  the  births  of  males,  and  those  of  feinale  children  under 
one  year  were  in  the  proportion  of  14*5  per  cent  of  the  births  of 
females. 

311.  The  proportion  that  deaths  from  each  class  of  diseases 
bear  to  the  total  deaths  in  Victoria  and  England  and  Wales  is 
shown  in  the  following  table :— • 
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Deaths  from  each  Class  of  Diseases^  Proportion  to  Deaths  from  att     Victoria 
causes,  in  Victoria  and  England  Wales. 


Nmaber  of  Deaths  in  1,000  from  all  Causes. 

Caufies  of  Death. 

Victoria. 

EngUtnd  and 
Wales. 

Ye»  1873, 

Average  of  16 
Years. 

Average  of  10 
Years. 

Constitatioiial     - 
Local     - 
Developmental    - 
Violenoe ,           -           - 

254*51 
139*56 
886*89 
140*69 
78*85 

304*71 
180*56 
820*05 
151*97 
92*71 

227*48 
187*54 
888*81 
161*17 
85*05 

Total  - 

1,000*00 

1.000*00. 

1,000*00 

Besnlts  com- 
pared. 


312.  Relatively  to   the    total    mortality^   that  from  zymotic  BesuHs  com- 
diseases^  including  all  those  of  an  endemic,  epidemic,  contagiooB,  or  P"^ 
infectious  character,  is  greater  in  Victoria  than  in  England '  and 

Wales,  as  also  is  that  from  external  causes  and  violence ;'  the 
mortality  from  constitutional  diseases,  including  phthisis  or  con- 
sumption, tabes  mesenterica,  scrofula,  &a ;  Uiat  from  local 
diseases,  being  those  which  have  their  seat  in  particular  organs ; 
and  that  from  developmental  diseases,  bein^  those  of  growth, 
nutrition,  and  decay — ^is  less  in  Victoria  than  m  England. 

313.  A  better  way,  however,  of  ascertaining  the  relative  mor-  Deaths  from 
tality  of  the  two  countries  is  to  compare  the  deaths  from  each  ^^^'^^J^  ?°^ 
class  of  diseases  with  the  total  population  of  each  country,  and  victoria  uid^ 
this  is  done  in  the  following  table : —  ligland. 

Deaths  from  each  Class  of  Diseases,  Proportion  to  Living 
Population,  in  Victoria  and  England  and  Wales, 


Nnmher  of  Deaths  to  every  1,000  of  Mean  Living 
Population. 

Causes  of  Deaths 

Victoria, 

England  and 
Wales. 

Year  1878. 

Average 
of  16  Years. 

Average 
of  10  Years. 

Spediied  cansea  - 

14*74 
14*69 

17-21* 
17*04 

22*47 
22*82 

Zymotic    diseases 
Constitutional  „ 
Local 

Developmental,, 
Violence 

3*74 
2*05 
5*67 
2*07 
1*16 

5*28 
2*21 
5*40 
2*58 
1*57 

5*07 
4*19 
8*6a 
8*60 

*78 

37458. 
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314.  It  Will  be  observed  that^  la  proportioa  to  the  popalatioD>  a 
lower  rate  of  mortality  from  all  olaBfles  of  diaeaBea  prevailed  in 
Victoria  during  the  year  under  review  than  in  England,  but  that, 
on  the  average,  the  mortalitv  &om  zymotic  diseases  is  somewhat 
higher,  and  that  from  all  other  classes  of  diseases  is  considerably 
lower,  in  Victoria  than  in  England ;  ako  that  the  proportion  of 
violent  deaths  is  always  mu(di  greater  in  Victoria  than  it  is  in 
England. 

315.  Zymotic  diseases  are  generally  most  prevalent  in  the 
summer  months,  and  are  especially  fatal  to  cluldren.  A  com- 
plaint which  forms  an  exception  to  this  rule  is  typhoid  fever,  from 
which  adults  suffer  also,  and  which  is  most  common  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  although  sporadic  cases  occur  all  the  year 
rouncL  As  considerable  alarm  existed  a  short  time  since  in  respect 
to  this  Complaint,  I  have  thought  it  sufficiently  important  tO 
devote  to  it  a  separate  table,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  and 
their  proportion  to  the  living  populadon  during  each  of  the  last 
10  years: — 


Deaths  from  TyphiAd 

Fwer,  1864-1873. 

^stliAftted  M6A& 

Deaths  from  l^hoid  Fever. 

Vear 

Ji.car« 

Popolatioti. 

Total  Number. 

Number  per  10,000 

of  Popolition* 

1S64 

- 

589,160 

B50 

4*24 

ise5 

-               -               * 

616^75 

291 

4-72 

1866 

-               -               - 

684,077 

928 

8-88 

1867 

-               -               - 

649,826 

455 

7-00 

1868 

•               •               « 

071,229 

295 

4*40 

1869 

-               -               - 

696,942 

860 

516 

1870 

-                -               - 

709,889 

416 

5-86 

1871 

.               -               - 

788,725 

269 

3-64 

1872 

.               .                ^ 

760,991 

323 

4-24 

1878 

m  of  10  Yeaw     - 

780,862 

282 

8-61 

Mea 

684,762 

347 

6-07 

Deathratefrom  316.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  rate  from  this  disease 
tjphoid  fever,  ^ff^rg  considerably  in  different  years,  it  haying  been  lowest  in  the 
year  under  review  and  highest  in  the  years  1866  and  1887.  In 
the  two  last-mentioned  years  the  mortality  from  all  causes  was 
also  above  the  average.  It  is  well  known  that  a  wide-spread 
belief  gained  ground  during  a  portion  of  the  present  year  (1874) 
that  this  complaint  was  prevsilmg  in  the  Colony  to  an  unusual 
extent  and  in  a  very,  fatal  form.  Whether  this  supposition  was 
correct^  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent  the  total  mortality  of  the  year 
will  be  affected  by  the  disease,  cannot  be  known  until  after  the 
year  has  been  completed. 
Deaths  from  317*  The  zymotic  diseases  which  frequently  prove  fatal  to 
w!!f  ^H^®^  children,  but  more  rarely  to  adults,  are  measles,  scarlatina,  dlpb* 
rm,      ^g^  whooping  cough,  dysentery,  and  dimrhcea.    He  numoer 


ing  children. 
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of  deaths  from  tbeie^  and  of  those  fi^m  atrophy  and  deUlity     Victosia. 

(classed  nnder  the  head  of  developmental  diseasefe),  during  the         

last  10  yoars^  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :^ 

Deaths  from  Diseases  chiefly  affecting  Children^  18e4-'1873. 


Number  of  Deaths  from 

Year. 

Meitoles. 

Scarla- 

Dipb' 

Whoop- 
ing 

Dysen- 

Diarw 

Atrophy 
and 

tina. 

theria. 

Cough. 

tery. 

rhoBa. 

Debility. 

1864  - 

7 

278 

451 

25 

243 

528 

602 

1865  J 

11 

fil5 

1191 

804 

402 

864 

749 

1866  -^ 

427 

442 

181 

868 

525 

1,027 

817 

1867  - 

680 

621 

884 

koft 

480 

986 

746 

1868  - 

24 

460 

451 

^48 

220 

640 

665 

1869  - 

24 

624 

498 

100 

806 

858 

723 

1870  - 

8 

24 

418 

50 

244 

706 

790 

1871  - 

4 

47 

255 

die 

816 

626 

679 

1872  ^ 

7 

165 

120 

227 

424 

747 

692 

1878  - 

1 

188 

420 

299 

857 

629 

714 

Meftfi  Of  19 
YdlrfB       - 

Ins-s 

268*4 

886*4 

218*6 

846*7 

761*1 

717'7 

Average  Num- 

^ 

ber  of  Deaths 

per  10,000  of 

I  1'67 

8*84 

0*64 

8*12 

5*06 

11*12 

10*48 

the  Pepvla* 

tion- 

318*  It  will  be  observed  that  diarrhoea  is  the  most  fatal  of  all  Death  rate 
these  eomplamts,  and  next  to  it  atrophj  and  debility ;  that  measles  from  diseases 
i%  on  the  average^  the  least  fktid  of  the  complaints  named^  but  **^®""^^°* 
that  in  1866  more  deaths  occurred  from  it  than  from  either  diph- 
theria or  whooping  <)ough;  and  in  1867  more  deaths  occurred  from 
it  than  from  either  scarlatina,  diphtheria^  whooping  cough,  or 


819.  It  Trill  be  seen  bj  the  following  figures  that  the  propor-  Diseases  of 
tions  from  these  diseases  to  the  Uring  population  differ  greatly  ^jlt^^  wid 
from  the  proportions   obtaining  in  England  and   Wales.     The  England. 
ayerafles  are  for  10  years  in  Victoria  and  for  five  jrears  in  England 
and  YV  alee  :-« 

Deaths  pet  10,000  tilling. 


Victoria. 

England  and  Wales. 

Ueasles  . 

1*67 

4-52 

Soflrktiiia 

. 

a 

8*84 

8*57 

Diphtheria 

. 

. 

5*64 

1*45 

Whooping  Coiif  h 

" 

312 

5*82 

Dysentery 
Diarrhoea 

* 

- 

6-06 
11*12 

•48 
10*89 

Atrophy  and 

fieUli<7    • 

- 

10*4* 

14*91 

M   2 
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320.  Phtbicds  has  witiiin  the  last  10  years  caused  more  than 
8^000  deaths  in  Victoria,  and  both  in  die  Colony  and  in  England 
is  the  most  fatal  of  all  diseases.  The  total  mortality  and  the  mor- 
tality in  proportion  to  the  population  from  this  complaint  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Deaths  from  Phthuis,  1864-1873. 


Estimated  Mean 
Population. 

Deaths  from  Phthisis. 

Year. 

Total  Number.* 

Number  per  10,000 
of  Population. 

1864  - 

1865  . 

1866  - 

1867  - 

1868  - 

1869  . 

1870  .            -        .    - 

1871  - 

1872  - 
1878     - 

589,160 
616,875 
684,077 
649,826 
671,222 
696,942 
709,889 
788,725 
760,991 
780,862 

686 
741 
782 
798 
746 
898 
888 
841 
876 
945 

11*64 
12*02 
12*88 
12*20 
11*11 
12-81 
12*51 
11*38 
11*51 
12*11 

Mean  of  10  Yean    - 

684,752 

819 

11*96 

Deatiirate  321.  A  remarkable  evenness  in  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in 

from  phOiisis.    relation  to  the  population  is  observable  throughout  the  decenniad. 

The  average  number  of  deaths  over  the  whole  period  was  within 

a  fraction  of  12  per  1^000  persons  living,  and  in  not  one  of  the 

Years  were  the  numbers  so  low  as  11  or  so  high  as  13.     It  must 

be  remembered,  however,  that  the  population  at  the  ages  most 

subject  to  phthisis  has  decreased  during  the  period,  and  therefore 

the  complfunt  is  really  more  fatal  now  in  Victoria  than  it  was 

some  years  sincct 

Deatiirate  322.  The  death  rate  from  phthisis  in  relation  to  the  whole 

Mdi^^^  population  is  very  much  lower  in  Victoria  than  it  is  in  England 

suburbs.  *        and  Wales,   where,   in  the    10  years    1860-1869,   the   average 

mortality  from  this  disease  was  at  the  rate  of  25  *  47  per  10,000 

of  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom.     The  mortalitv  from  phthisis 

in  Melbourne  and  suburbs  compares  more  nearlv  with  that  of 

England,  the  deaths  from  it  in  the  10  years  encung  with  1873 

having  been  at  the  annual  rate  of  21  *  23  per  10,000  inhabitants. 

In  1863  deaths  from  phthisis  in  Melbourne  and  suburbs  were  in 

the  proportion  of  23  '  71  to  every  10,000  of  the  living  population, 

or  much  above  the  average. 

323.  Deaths  of  women  in  childbirth  are  dassiBed  in  two  ways, 
according  to  the  manner  in  which  the  death  occurs.  Should  it 
arise  from  the  consequences  of  childbearing,  but  without  specific 

*  Deaths  registered  as  occurring  from  hiemoptysis  are  included  in  this  column. 

t  Between  the  censuses  of  1861  and  1871  the  male  population  between  20  and  85 
years  of  age  decreased  by  48,766,  and  the  finnale  population  between  26  and  80 
decreased  by  1,894.  See  QoYernment  Statist's  Beport  on  the  census  of  1871,  pp.  12 
and  18. 
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disease^  it  is  classified  simply  as  childbirth,  under  the  head  deve- 
lopmental diseases;  bnt  should  it  be  occasioned  bj  puerperal  fever 
or  metria,  it  is  classified  under  the  latter  term^  as  a  zymotic 
disease.  Metriaj  as  is  well  known^  is  a  febrile  disease  of  a  very 
malignant  character^  solely  affecting  childbearing  women^  and  is 
believed  to  be  highly  contagious^  and  to  be  often  carried  from 
the  bedside  of  one  Iving-in  woman  to  that  of  another  by  medical 
men  and  nurses.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths 
from  these  two  phases  of  childbirth  in  each  of  ttie  last  10  years, 
and  the  proportion  of  mothers  dying  to  the  number  of  children 
bom: — 

Deaths  of  Women  in  Childbirth^  1864-1873. 


VlOTORIl. 


Number  of  Deaths  of 

Number  of 

Number 

Mothers  from 

Deaths  of 

Year. 

of 
Births. 

Mothers  to  every 

10,000  Children 

Childbirth. 

Meteia. 

Total 

bom  alive. 

1864  - 

25,680 

100 

21 

121 

47-12 

1865  - 

25,915 

99 

24 

123 

47-46 

1866  . 

25,010 

112 

26 

1S8 

55-18 

1867  - 

25,608 

117 

20 

137 

53-51 

1868  - 

27,243 

110 

23 

183 

48-82 

1869  - 

26,040 

105 

18 

123 

47-23 

1870  - 

27,151 

115 

9 

124 

45-67 

1871  - 

27,882 

90 

12 

102 

37-25 

1872  - 

27,361 

123 

16 

189 

50-80 

1878  - 

28,100 

127 

44 

171 

60-85 

Mean  of  10  years 

26,549 

110 

21 

131 

49-34 

324.  It  will  be  observed  that  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Deaths  ftom 
number  of  deaths  from  metria  took  place  in  1873,  as  compared  ™®*^  ^®^^- 
with  former  years,  and  that  the  proportion  of  mothers  who  died 

was  greater  in  that  than  in  any  other  year  of  the  decenniad. 

325.  In  the  10  years  the  proportion  of  mothers  dying,  stated  Deaths  in 
in  different  words  from  those  which  would  be  used  to  quote  the  ^JJ^^^J^^ 
exact  figures  in  the  table,  was  1  to  every  203  births,  and  in  the  England.*" 
year  under  review  it  was  1  to  eyery  164  births.     In  England  and 

Wales,  a  proportion  extending  over  the  24  years,  1847-70,  differs 
slightly  from  the  Victorian  average,  the  figures  being  48-98 
mothers  dying  to  every  10,000  births,  or  1  mother  dying  to  every 
204  births. 

326.  The  mortality  of  women  confined  in  maternity  hospitals  Deaths  in 
has  been  found  in  all  countries  to  be  ^eater  than  that  of  women  p-^Jf'"*    *^ 
delivered  at  home,  and  the  returns  of  the  Melbourne  Lying-in 
Hospital  during  the  year  1873  fully  bear  out  tliis  experience. 

The  number  of  children  born  alive  in  that  institution  during  the 
year  was  375,  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  women  from  childoirth 
or  metria  was  14.  The  proportions  therefore  were  equivalent  to 
those  of  373  mothers  dying  to  10,000  children  bom  alive,  or  1 
mother  dyin^,  to  every  27  births.  This  rate  of  mortality  may 
&irly  be  considered  as  enormous. 
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Violent  deaths. 


327.  It  hag  been  tArmdj  tbown  (pmi.  819  and  iU,  ante)  that, 
relatively  to  the  population,  violent  deaths  are  more  frequent  in 
Victoria  than  in  England.  These  are  daasified  under  the  heads 
of  aocident,  homicide,  suioide,  and  execution.  The  following  are 
the  numbers  which  occurred  in  Victoria  during  the  last  10  years 
from  each  of  those  causes  ; — i 


Deaths  from 

External  Causes,  1864-1873 

NvAber  of  PeaOis  from 

Execu- 

Year. 

Accident*. 

^omioiae. 

Soioide. 

tioni. 

Total. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

^ 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

1 

& 

1 

I 

1864    - 

591 

161 

14 

8 

55 

11 

4 

664 

174 

1865    - 

656 

157 

19 

7 

51 

13 

5 

— 

731 

177 

1866    - 

630 

139 

14 

4 

68 

13 

3 

— 

715 

156 

1867    - 

601 

148 

18 

12 

55 

8 

5 

— 

673 

168 

1868    - 

665 

163 

12 

7 

59 

8 

3 



739 

178 

1869    - 

632 

134 

17 

6 

53 

15 

3 

— 

705 

155 

1870    . 

641 

146 

15 

14 

60 

14 

5 

— 

721 

174 

1871    - 

620 

148 

13 

8 

69 

21 

2 

— 

704 

177 

1872    - 

621 

138 

8 

7 

62 

9 

2 

— 

693 

154 

1873    - 

602 

180 

14 

6 

84 

18 

5 

— 

705 

199 

Total 

6^59 

1,514 

138 

73 

616 

125 

37 

— 

7,050 

1,712 

Both  sexes  - 

7,778 

211 

741 

37 

8,762 

Violept  deaths       328.  Under  all  the  headings,  as  will  be  observed,  the  deaths  of 

fei^'r  *"^     females  are  much  fewer  than  those  of  males,  and  there  is  no  case 

of  a  female  having  been  executed  during  the  10  years.     The  males 

who  died  violent  deaths  were  in  the  proportion  of  18  '  67  to  every 

100,000  of  the  living  male  population,  and  the  females  were  in  the 

proportion  of  6  •  61  to  every  100,000  females  living. 

Violent  dea^       329.  The  following  are  the  average  yearly  numbers  of  deaths 

b  Victoria  and  f^Q^  violence  Under  each  heading  in  proportion  to  every  100,000 

^  ^  '  of  the  living  population  of  Victoria  and  England  and  Wales,  the 

experience  in  either  case  being  that  of  10  years  : — 


Violent  Deaths  per 

100,000 

of  the  Living  Population, 

Victoria. 

Ei^jandaqd 
Wales. 

Accidents      .           ^           . 

Homicide      -            -            - 

Suicide 

Ezecatkm     -           -           - 

Violent  deaths  not  classified  - 

- 

- 

113*52 

308 

10-82 

•54 

68-53 

1-95 

6-69 

•06 

103 

Total  violent  deaths    - 

127-96 

78-27 
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330.  The  total  number  of  oases  of  siokness  Seated  in  all  the 
hospitals  in  Viotoria  during  the  year  was  14^585,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  1,464  or  about  1  death  to  every  10  cases  of  sickness. 

331.  Th^  cases  of  sickness  in  benevolent  aajrluips  numbered 
1,694,  and  the  deaths  168,  in  the  year  under  review ;  the  propor- 
tion of  the  latter  to  the  former  was  thus  ftbout  I  to  10. 

332.  In  the  Melbourne  Immigrants'  Home  no  reoord  was  kept 
of  the  non^fatal  cases  of  sickness  which  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  fatal  cases  amounted  to  65. 

333.  In  orphan  asylums,  413  cases  of  sickness  occurred  during 
the  year,  and  of  these  6,  or  1  in  69,  terminated  fatally. 

334.  The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  in  industrial  and  refor- 
matory schools  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,670,  and  the  deaths 
to  37>  or  about  1  death  to  every  72  cases  of  sickness. 

336.  The  hospital  cases  in  gaols  and  penal  establishments 
amounted  to  6,533  during  the  year,  and  the  deaths  to  35,  or  1 
death  to  every  187  cases. 

336.  The  number  of  sick  cases  in  hospitals  for  the  insane  during 
the  year  was  1,396,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  168. 
Eleven  of  these  deaths  were  set  down  simply  to  insanitv*  The 
deaths  resulting  from  actual  sickness  therefore  numbered  1^1,  or 
1  death  to  every  9  cases, 

337.  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  cases  of  sickness  occurred  in 
the  Victorian  Artillery  Corps  during  the  year,  and  one  of  these 
cases  terminated  fatally. 

338.  Fifty-three  cases  of  sickness,  but  no  death,  occurred  in  the 
private  lunatic  asylum  at  Cremorne  during  the  year. 

339.  In  connexion  with  the  death  rates,  the  ages  of  inmates  of 
hospitals,  and  of  benevolent,  orphan^  and  lunatic  asylums  should 
be  considered ;  thes^  during  the  year  wore  as  follow  v — 


VlCTOWA. 

Death  rate  in 
Hospitals. 

Death  rate  in 

BeneYolent 

Asylums. 

Death  rate  in 

Immigrants' 

Home. 

Death  rate  in 

Orphan 

Asylums. 

Death  rate  in 

Industrial 

Scbooli, 

Death  TAW  in 
Gaols,  &c. 


Death  rate  itt 

Lunatic 

Asylums. 


Death  rate  in 
Artilleiy  oorpi. 


Sickness  in 

Cremorne 

Asylum. 

Ages  in 
charitable  in- 
stitutions. 


Ayes  of  Inmates  of  Charitable  Institutions^  1873. 


Ages. 

Hospitals. 

Benevolent 
Asylums,  &c. 

Orphan 
Asylums* 

Lunatic 
Asylums. 

Under  5  years     - 
5  years  to  10  years 
10        „      15     „ 
15        „      25     „ 
85        „      35      „ 
85         „      45     „ 
45         „      55      „ 
55         „      «5      „ 
65  and  upwards  - 
Age  unknown     - 

2S4 

556 

Sd5 

2,553 

2,890 

3,173 

2,191 

1,885 

763 

10 

511 

356 

117 

862 

2,082 

2,104 

1,866 

1,189 

1,297 

114 

567 

475 

25 

44 
45 
366 
816 
870 
450 
179 
86 
373 

Total    . 

14,520 

10,384 

1,181 

3,229 

340.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  deaths  which  occmrod  P^^® J?J'^^ 
in  public  institutions  during  the  year  under  notice  : —  *^  "^**     ^^' 
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Deaths  in  Public  BuUtutionSy  1873, 

Number  of  D^iths. 


PropovtKMi  of 
deaths  in  puly- 
lio  institatioiis. 


Vaecinatioiis. 


Meteorological 

obserrations, 

1878. 


Hospitals 

Benevolent  asylums,  &c. 

Orphan  asylums 

Hospitlds  for  the  insane 

Blind  asylum 

Industrial  schools 

Beformatories 

Gaols 

Penal  establishments  ^ 

Total 


1,464 

233 

6 

168 

1 

35 

2 

28 
7 

1,944 


oe  ODservea  tnat  tne  numoer  wno  oiea  m  puouo 
ring  the  year  was  1,944,  and  as  the  total  number  of 
Colony  in  the  same  period  was  11,501,  it  follows 


341.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  who  died  in  public 
institutions  during 
deaths  in  the  Col< 

that  1  person  out  of  every  6  persons  that  died  ended  his  life  in  a 
hospital,  an  asylum,  or  a  gaoL 

342.  The  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  was 
22,376.  The  births  during  the  year  amounted,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  to  28,100.  By  this  it  would  appear  that,  notwith- 
standing the  penalties  provided  for  non-comphance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Vaccination  Statute,  not  more  than  80  per  cent, 
of  the  children  bom  in  Victoria  are  vaccinated. 

343.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  meteorological  obser- 
vations taken  during  the  year  at  stations  in  different  parts  of  the 
Colony : — 


Meteorological  Observations  at 

various 

Stations,  1873. 

Stations. 

•3 

Temperatore  in  the 
Shade. 

Mean  Atmosphe- 
ric Pressure. 

1^ 

i 

1 

1^ 

•s 

Max!- 
mom. 

Mini- 
mum. 

Mean. 

feet. 

o 

o 

o 

inches. 

No. 

inches. 

1-0 

0-10 

Portland      - 

87-0 

— 

— 

62-0 

29-994 

186 

80-77 

-789 

4-1 

Melbourne  - 

91-8 

102-4 

80*3 

58-0 

29-944 

184 

25-61 

•728 

6-0 

Cape  Otway 

270-0 

100-0 

850 

56-0 

29-768 

168 

82-11 

•885 

7-4 

Sandhurst   . 

758-0 

105-6 

82-4 

68-8 

29-228 

115 

20*54 

•694 

4-9 

Ararat 

1060-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

107 

21-45 

_ 

—  . 

Ballarat       - 

1488-0 

101-0 

27-8 

56  0 

28-510 

119 

27-49 

-654 

6-2 

Meteorological  ^^  ^^^  times  at  which  the  observations  are  taken  whereby  the 
ohserrations  in  records  of  the  mean  temperature  and  mean  atmospheric  pressure 
Melbourne.  ju^  obtained  differ  at  the  various  stations;  but  a  correction  is 
applied,  in  order  to  make  the  results  equivalent  to  those  which 
would  be  derived  from  hourly  observations  taken  throughout  the 
day  and  night.  The  following  are  the  results  for  Melboume  in 
the  10  years  ending  with  the  one  under  review : — 
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Meteorological  Observaiiona,  Melbourne,  1864-1873. — (Observatory     Viotobu. 
91 '3  feet  above  Sea  Level) 


Year. 


1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 


Temperatore  in  the  Shade. 


Maxi- 
mum. 


96- 
108- 
108- 
108' 
110- 
108- 
109* 
106* 
108*8 
102*4 


Mini, 
mmn. 


80 

80 

28 

29 

27 

27 

29*6 

82*  1 

82*5 

80*2 


Mean. 


67*0 
56-5 
67*8 
57-7 
571 
57-2 
57-4 
57-7 
57*6 
58*0 


""4 


inches. 
29-945 
29-986 
29*954 
29-918 
29-977 
29-988 
29-930 
29-925 
29*293 
29-944 


No. 
158 
189 
107 
133 
120 
129 
129 
125 
136 
134 


1= 


inches. 
27-898 
15-920 
22-410 
25-790 
18-270 
24-586 
88-764 
80-170 
32-521 
25-610 


I 


a 


m 


0-1 
•723 
•678 
•697 
•720 
•700 
•710 
•740 
•740 
•740 
-728 


i 


0-10 
6-1 


345.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  mean  temperature  was  higher  Besolts  com- 
in  the  year  under  notice  than  in  any  other  year  of  the  decenniad ;  P*"^ 
that  the  mean  atmospheric  pressure  was  higher  than  in  any  other 
year  except  1864,  1866,  and  1868;  that  rain  fell  on  more  days 
than  in  any  other  year  except  1864,  1865,  and  1872 ;  but  that 
the  amount  of  rainfall  was  exceeded  in  all  die  years  except  1865, 
1866,  1868,  and  1869;  that  the  mean  relative  humidity  was  the 
same  as  that  in  1864,  and  was  greater  than  in  any  other  year 
except  the  three  years  ended  with  1872 ;  also  that  the  amount  of 
cloud  was  the  same  as  that  in  1869,  and  was  exceeded  only  in 
1864  and  1872. 


Conclusion. 

346.  In  bringing  this  Report  to  a  close,  I  beg  respectfully  to  I>«l»y  «  pnb- 
draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Part «  Vital  Statistics,"  which  g^^^***^ 
should  be  one  of  the  first  portions  of  the  statistics  issued  in  each 

year,  has  not  yet  been  published ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  every 
effort  has  been  made  in  this  department  to  expedite  its  preparation ; 
and  to  point  out  the  desirability  of  some  change  being  made  in  the 
disposition  of  the  registrations  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
witnout  which  I  fear  that  this  delay  will  be  of  annual  recurrence. 

347.  The  charge  of  the  registrations  was,  when  the  department  Change  of 
wa«  divided,  stiU  lefb  with  «ie  Begistral-Qeneral,  but  the  work  SSu^"" 
connected  therewith  has  ever  since  been  dealt  witii  partly  in  his 
department  and  partly  in  that  of  the  Government  Statist.     This 
arrangement  in  many  respects  works  badly,  and  I  believe  there 

would  be  little  difficidty  in  showing  that  tne  whole  of  the  duties 
under  the  R^stration  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  Statute 
more  naturally  appertains  to  the  department  of  the  Government 
Statist  than  te  any  other  office. 

348.  The  evil  of  having  the  registers  placed  under  a  clivided  J^gJ^^^^ 
responsibility  will,   I  doubt  not,  be  at  once  evident,  when  it  is  d^^^L 
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YioToxu.     borne  in  mind  that  they  are  important  legal  doeuments,  inrolving 

immense  interests,  and  eontaining  matters  wUch,  if  made  pnblic, 

might  be  productive  of  serious  injury  to  individuals.  The  care 
necessary  to  preserve  the  documeQts  firom  damage^  loss^  and  even 
possibly  from  falsification,  and  the  secresy  which  should  be  main- 
tained in  respect  to  the  subjects  they  contain,  are,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  not  compatible  with  their  being  constantly 
passed  about  from  one  department  to  another,  and  turned  over  by 
several  sets  of  oflScers. 

349.  Under  the  present  system,  moreover,  it  is  not  possible  to 
obtain  vital  statistics  of  more  than  partial  accuracy,  a  most  im- 
portant matter  in  a  new  country,  where  the  probabilities  of  life 
and  death  have  yet  to  be  detenoined.  In  consequence  of  the 
time  occupied  in  the  lengthened  examination  to  which  the  registers 
are  subjected  in  the  B^strar-GeneraPs  ofiBce  for  omissions  and 
errors  in  regard  to  names,  dates,  &a,  and  in  the  subsequent  com- 
pilation of  indexes,  the  documents  are  received  so  late  by  the 
Government  Statist  that  he  is  compelled  to  cause  them  to  be 
tabulated  without  loss  of  time,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  leave 
almost  or  altogether  unquestioned,  misstatements,  ambiguities,  or 
insufficient  information  in  recording  the  causes  of  death  and  other 
matters  of  a  technical  character  which  should  be  fully  inquired 
into.  If  the  examining  officer  possessed  the  requisite  training, 
the  examination  for  these  matters  could  be  done  effectually  at 
the  same  period  as  the  examination  already  referred  to,  and  at  the 
expenditure  of  very  little  more  time  and  labour  than  are  now 
spent  upon  that  work ;  and  the  matters  requiring  amendment,  or  on 
which  Ailler  information  might  be  needed,  could  all  be  referred  to 
the  deputy  registrar  at  one  time,  and  by  means  of  a  single  com- 
munication— a  less  complicated  process  than  the  present,  according 
to  which,  if  any  question  is  raised  by  the  Government  Statist,  a 
second  communication  to  the  Deputy  Registrar  becomes  necessary. 
Improvements  350.  There  are  certain  further  matters  of  detail  in  relation  to 
sQgpeeted.  which  it  can  be  shown  that  improvement  would  be  effected  by  the 
consolidation  of  the  work  in  the  manner  I  recommend.  One  of 
these  is  the  indexing  of  deaths  and  marriages  now  done  by  the 
Registrar-General,  which  could  easily  be  performed  by  means  of 
the  same  cards  as  those  used  by  the  Government  Statist  in  tabu- 
lating the  statistics.  The  two  operations  would  then  be  executed 
at  one  time  by  the  same  officer,  who  would  perform  both  pro- 
cesses almost,  if  not  quite,  as  quickly  as  one  of  the  officers  now 
employed  executes  his  moiety  of  the  work.  Economy  of  labour 
would  thus  be  secured,  the  documents  would  be  subjected  to  the 
scrutiny  of  a  smaller  nnmber  of  persons,  and  both  indexes  and 
statistics  would  be  completed  at  an  earlier  date. 
Conclusion.  351.  Believing  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  I  am  only 

fulfilling  my  duty  in  bringing  these  matters  to  your  notice. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Henry  Heyltn  Hayteb, 
Government  Statist. 
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South  SOUTH  ATTSTRALTA, 

Australia.  • 

-  No.  13. 

Governor  Sir  A.  Mns&BAYB,  KO.M.G.,  to  The  Eabl  of 
CAbnabvoK* 

Goyernment  House,  South  Australiik^ 
My  Lokd,  October  6, 1875* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  t6  transmit  herewith  the  '^  Bttl6  Book 
''  and  Statistical  Register"  for  the  year  1874.  Those  for  the 
previous  year,  I  ascertained,  had  been  fbnrarded  td  your  Lord- 
ship's Department  direct  from  the  local  Gk)vemment  Printing  Office^ 
and  as  they  did  Hot  require  Glpecial  comment  I  did  not  uiink  it 
necessary  to  send  separate  copies. 

2.  It  is  with  much  aatisfuction  that  t  dr^W  yoilr  LoTdship'd 
attention  to  the  highly  prosperous  fttatd  of  the  province.  Siticd 
1872  the  Colony  has  eqoyed  three  successive  ytars  of  good 
fortune^  and  all  the  important  industries  are  in  a  soimd  and 
expanding  condition. 

3.  The  population  of  the  province  is  steadily  increAsiilg  tear  by 
y6ar,  though  not  with  remarkable  rapidity,  and  is  mucn  mord 
settied  than  it  was  five  years  ago^  emigration  td  the  neigh-> 
bouring  Colonies  having  sensibly  decreased. 

4.  I^r^e  tracts  of  land  are  being  secured  in  the  interior  of  the 
province,  indeed,  near  the  centre  of  the  continent  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Macdonnell  Ranges,  a0  well  as  in'  intertnediate 
districts,  by  stockowners  for  pastoral  purposes;  and  those  who 
witiiin  the  last  few  years  have  penetrated  so  far  into  what  wad 
once  regarded  as  inaccessible  coimtry  are  Sanguine  of  a  successful 
issue  to  their  enterprises. 

6.  I  regret  that  the  prospects  of  the  Northern  Territory  are  not 
so  bright  as  those  of  the  rest  of  the  provioce<  llie  only  present 
source  of  wealth — the  production  of  gold — has  not  yielded  the 
results  that  were  at  first  atiticipated.  There  are  undoubtedly 
large  deports  of  auriferous  quartz  in  the  country^  but  the 
requisite  machinery  is  expensive  to  purchase,  and  difficult  as  well 
as  expensive  to  transport^  while  labour  is  scarce  and  costly.  A 
small  stream  of  immigration  consisting  of  Chinese  and  Indian 
coolies  has  commenced,  but  it  is  slow  and  uncertain.  I  fear,  tibere- 
fore,  that  it  will  be  some  years  before  any  substantial  return  can 
be  expected  for  the  heavy  expenditure  incurred  by  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Colony  for  the  support  of  what  is  in  fact  a 
separate  dependency. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)        A  Muso&ate. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 

&0.  &C  &C. 
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WESTERN  AUSTRALIA.  WBstBuir 

^^  AnsTiuxiA. 

No.  14. 

Governor  Robinson^  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  of  Caei^arvon. 

Mr  LoRD^  Gbverntnent  House^  16th  April  1876. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  Western 
Australia  for  1874^  with  an  interesting  report  to  ac(k)mpan7  it 
which  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  my 
request. 

2.  Mr.  Barlee  is  better  acquainted  with  Western  Australia 
than  any  other  person  in  the  place,  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
Lordship  will  accept  his  report  m  lieu  of  one  from  myself,  espe- 
cially aa  I  had  no  connexion  with  the  Colony  during  any  portion 
of  the  period  to  which  this  Blue  Book  relates. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        William  C.  F.  Robinson. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&o«  &c. 


Enoloeure  in  No.  14. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Perth, 
Sir,  April  16,  1875. 

In  handing  to  your  Excellency  the  Blue  Book  for  the 
year  1874, 1  have  the  honour  to  offer  the  following  remarks : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

1.  The  net  increase  of  the  Colonial  revenue  over  that  of  the 
previous  year  amounted  to  13,600{.,  and  this  in  the  absence  of 
fresh  taxation  as  well  as  making  allowance  for  a  reduction  of 
upwards  of  3>000/.  for  annual  licenses  for  the  year  187,5,  which 
was  not  brought  to  account  in  Deoember  as  has  hitherto  been 
usual,  but  which  will  be  credited  in  the  year  to  which  they  refer* 
The  estimated  revenue,  exclusive  of  me  Imperial  grant  in  aid, 
was  100,680/.,  and  the  actual  revenue  amounted  to  134,225/. 

The  principal  increases  will  be  found  under  Customs  and  Land 
Revenue,  but  a  steady  progress  may  be  noticed  under  various 
heads. 

The  net  increase  in  expenditure  over  that  of  1873  amounted  to 
28,996/.,  and  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  estimates  was 
28,845/. 
The  excess  is  thus  accounted  for : — 

Remittances  to  Crown  affents  for  ser^ces        £ 

principally  to  be  paid  m  1876  -  -     13,000 

Excess  on  works  insuffioiently  provided 

by  Loan  Act,  1872     -  -  -      2,918 

Payment  of  December  accounts  in  that 

month  in  lieu  of  January  1875  -     12^000 
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Wmrmax         Hitherto  the  salaries  and  accounts  for  December  in  each  year 
Australia,    have  not  been  paid  till  January  in  the  succeeding  year,  but,  in 

order  that  the  precise  expenditure  of  each  year  may  in  future 

appear,  directions  were  issued  to  pay  the  December  accounts  prior 

to  the  dose  of  the  year,  and  hence  the  expenditure  of  13  months 

b  charged  against  1874. 

There  was,  however,  a  sum  of  38,024/.  ISs.  lid.  to  the  credit 

of  the  Colony  on  the  Slst  December  1874,  of  which  sum  23,667/. 

10«.  Zd,  has  been  appropriated  for  services  of  the  current  year. 

The  available  balance  therefore  to  credit  was  14,457/.  Ss.  Sd. 

PubKc  Debt 

2.  The  authorised  public  debt  of  the  Colony  may  be  stated  at 
135,000/.,  but  16,000/.  of  this  amount  has  not  yet  been  raised. 

The  amount  of  debt  per  head  of  ^pulation  is  4/.  lOs.  9^. 
In  the  several  Australasian  colonies  the  amount  of  indebtedness 
per  head  varies  from  14/.  to  4521 

Convict  Expenditure, 

3.  The  expenditure  on  convict  account  is  gradually  reducing. 
In  1870  for  all  civil  services  it  exceeded  68,000/.  During  1874 
it  amounted  to  45,54521 

The  immediate  concentration  of  prisoners  at  Fremantle,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  departmental  expenditure  beyond  that  town, 
must  necessitate  condderable  decrease  in  the  future  under  this 
head. 

The  absence  of  parties  of  prisoners  on  the  various  roads  in  the 
Colony  is  already  felt,  and  may  be  painfully  experienced  by  those 
who  travel  much  throughout  the  Colony. 

Public  Works, 

4.  The  principal  public  works  at  present  in  course  of  construe* 
tion  are  me  telegraph  line  from  King  Gkorge*s  Sound  to  the 
border  of  the  South  Australian  territory  at  Encla,  and  the  rail- 
way from  Genddton  to  Northampton. 

It  is  proposed  to  carry  out  the  first  work  from  current  revenue 
at  a  cost  of  about  35,000/.,  and  the  second  is  provided  for  by  loan 
authorised  in  1873.  These  completed,  and  the  bar  removed 
which  has  hitherto  isolated  us  from  the  Australian  colonies,  there 
are  fair  grounds  to  hope  for  such  an  influx  of  capital  as  may  prove 
them  to  be  reproductive  and  stepping  stones  to  other  works  of 
larger  magnitude. 

The  question  of  harbour  improvements  at  Fremantle  was  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Wardell,  C.E.,  Inspec- 
tor-General of  Public  Works  for  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  whose 
able  report  is  now  under  consideration. 

.  The  great  cost  of  undertaking  such  a  work  at  Fremantle  as 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Colony  will,  it  is  feared  for 
some  time  at  all  events,  prevent  the  question  being  brought  to  a 
successful  issue. 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^^ 


HER  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  193 

Legislation.  Western 

Australia* 

5.  Among  the  18  Acts  passed  hj  the  Legislative   Council         — - 
during  the  year,  that  to  simplify  the  title  to,  and  the  dealing  with, 
estates  in  land  is  of  most  importance. 

It  does  not  come  into  operation  till  the  Ist  July  of  this  year. 
It  is  questionable  how  far  the  considerable  cost  entailed  in  the 
working  of  the  Act  will  be  recouped,  but  if  it  has  the  effect  of 
making  the  transfer  of  land  from  party  to  party  as  simple  and 
easy  as  its  advocates  anticipate,  the  boon  to  the  colonists  will  far 
outweigh  the  extra  burden  imposed  upon  them. 

The  only  other  Acts  that  require  any  mention  are,  that  to 
necessitate  the  registration  of  all  Coolies  imported  in  connexion 
with  the  increasing  pearl  fishery  and  other  services,  and  the  Act 
to  promote  the  efficiency  of  charitable  institutions. 

Both  these  Acts  are  for  the  protection  of  those  who  are  really 
imable  to  protect  themselves.  In  the  one  case,  those  who  are 
imported  from  Java  and  elsewhere,  somewhat  in  the  position  of 
assigned  servants,  can  obtain  redress  in  event  of  ill-usage  or 
breach  of  contract,  and  in  the  other,  children  of  dissolute  or  desti- 
tute parents  will  be  respectably  maintained  and  kept  from  the  * 
influence  of  those  who,  out  for  their  depraved  conduct,  would 
naturally  provide  for  them. 

Population. 

6.  The  increase  of  population  over  that  of  the  previous  year  has 
been  but  trifling.  A  sickly  season  has  considerably  augmented 
the  number  of  deaths.  Such  is  the  attraction  of  the  Eastern 
Colonies  that  the  number  of  arrivals  has  only  exceeded  the  de- 
partures by  59,  and  the  total  increase  arrived  at  by  the  returns 
furnished  amounts  to  448.  Such  is  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
Colony,  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  ensuring  accurate  re- 
turns, that  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  population  would,  in  the 
event  of  taking  a  census,  be  considerably  in  excess  of  that  given 
in  the  Blue  Bo(^. 

Labour. 

7.  The  want  of  labour  is  a  serious  drawback  to  the  progress  of 
the  Colony,  and  is  felt  from  end  to  end  of  it.  Wages  have  risen 
almost  cent*  per  cent,  and  though  many  are  willing  to  pay,  and 
indeed  are  compelled  to  comply  with  unreasonable  demands,  much 
work  is  left  undone  for  want  of  hands.  Monetary  inducements 
were  offered  by  the  L^islative  Council  to  encourage  emigrants 
from  England  and  the  Australian  colonies,  and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  was  pleased  to  accede  to  recommendations  for  grants 
of  land  for  emigrants,  but  as  yet  little  has  resulted.  The  exertions 
of  an  agent  in  London  will  probably  secure  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  as  many  persons  as  the  limited  resources  of  the 
Colony  to  provide  passages  vrill  admit,  but  the  number  about 
(400)  will  by  no  means  meet  the  demand. 

Soch  is  th^  dearth  of  labour  that  endeavours  are  being  made 
to  introduce  Chinese  and  other  Coolies,  and  one  firm  alone  has 
87453.  K 
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sent  an  agent  to  engage  100  to  prevent  the  entire  stoppage  of  their 
works. 

It  is  difficult  in  the  present  state  of  the  Colony,  looking  to  the 
advantages  offered  elsewhere,  and  the  attraction  of  more  populous 
and  flourishing  settlements,  to  conceiye,  in  the  absence  of  any 
unexpected  circumstances  which  might  cause  a  sudden  influx  of 
population,  how  this  urgent  and  pressing  demand  vnil  be  met. 

Imports  end  Exports, 

'  8.  Notwithstanding  the  dearth  of  labour,  the  increase  in  the  value 
both  in  imports  and  exports  has  been  in  excess  of  that  of  any 
previous  year.  The  imports  of  1874  over  those  of  1873  are 
66,9352.,  and  the  exports  for  the  same  period  163,6202.  Those  of 
1873  were  also  grei^y  above  previous  years. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  has  been  some  undue  importa- 
tions, and  that  the  revenue  of  the  current  and  succeeding  year,  in 
the  absence  of  an  influx  of  population,  will  not  equal  that  of  1874, 
but  I  see  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  value  of  the  exports  will 
still  increase.  If  the  timber  companies  are  kept  at  work  and 
minii^  operations  go  on,  the  increase  imder  those  items  will  be 
consioerable,  while  the  recent  discoveries  of  fresh  tracts  of  land 
will  stimulate  pastoral  occupation  and  add  laigely  to  the  export  of 
wool. 

The  value  of  sandal  wood  exported  during  the  past  year  was 
70,572/.,  and  the  pearl  shells  from  the  Norm- west  Coast  were 
estimated  at  a  low  figure  at  62,0002.  To  this  I  may  add  that, 
while  pearls  to  the  value  of  12,O00Z.  were  known  to  be  exported, 
it  is  almost  a  certainty  that  further  supplies  to  an  equal  extent 
were  sent  away  by  private  individuals,  and  of  which  no  accurate 
return  can  be  arrived  at. 

The  value  of  imports  per  head  of  population  amounts  to 
18/.  17*.  llic/.,  and  that  of  exports  to  16t  7*.  2|rf.,  the  latter  bears 
fiivourable  comparison  witii  the  other  Australian  colonies,  where 
the  rate  per  head  varies  from  9/.  to  24/. 

SSupptnff. 

9.  The  number  of  foreign  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the 
several  ports  of  the  Colony  has  varied  but  slightly  from  former 
years,  but  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  tonnage  owned 
m  the  Colony.  A  few  of  the  colonial  vessels  are  dispatched  to 
places  outside  the  Colony,  while  the  larger  number  are  employed 
as  coasters  and  in  the  pearling  trade,  which  latt^  bi(ki  &ir  to  be 
very  remunerative. 

Zand. 

10.  The  land  sales  have  sbovm  considerable  activity  during  the 
last  year,  the  estimate  having  been  exceeded  by  3,679/^  ^bJm  may 
probably  in  some  measure  be  attributed  to  the  disposal  of  ihe 
scrip  issued  to  the  Western  Australian  Timb^  Company  whioh, 
till  its  absorption  affected  the  revenue,  but  tiiis  will  not  aoeoont 
for  the  laxgQ  increase  in  the  amount  received  from  the  rentd  of 
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land,  upwards  of  4,000/.  in  excess  of  the  estimate,  Xflaick  it  was  WmaaRv 
thought  was  fixed  at  a  high  figure.  The  demand  for  paetoral  -A-uratAUA. 
land  in  Australia,  the  contmued  firm  price  of  wool,  and  the  rate 
at  which  sales  of  meat  have  been  made,  have  caused  an  impetus  in 
pastoral  pursuits  which  will  probably  be  maintained*  Fresh  land 
18  eagerly  sought  for  and  as  eagerly  leased  not  alone  by  settiers  of 
thisjmit  ako  by  those  from  the  Eastern  Colonies. 

Forresfs  Expedition, 

11.  It  may  be  fitting  here  to  allude  to  the  exploring  expedition 
conducted  hy  Mr.  John  Forrest,  who,  in  the  face  of  much  hard- 
ship, without  the  aid  of  camels,  and  with  a  small  party  of  three 
Europeans  and  two  aboriginal  natives,  crossed  the  continent  from 
the  head  of  the  Murchison  to  the  Frake  Station  of  the  South 
Australian  Trans-Continental  Telegraph  Line,  a  feat  not  hitherto 
accomplished  by  any  Australian  explorer. 

One  of  the  results  of  this  expedition  has  been  the  discovery  of  a 
fine  belt  of  good  country  on  the  Murchison,  the  extent  of  whicb 
is  as  yet  unknown,  but  which  wSl  not  be  long  unexplored. 

AffricuUure. 

12.  The  amount  of  acreage  under  crop  is  much  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  the  dearth  of  labour. 
The  returns  of  produce  are  more  reliable  than  in  previous  years, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  not  collected  till  February  of  this  year, 
when  a  suffident  period  had  elapsed  since  the  harvest  to  enable 
more  accurate  returns  to  be  made.  In  previous  seasons  they  were 
collected  prior  to  the  close  of  the  year,  and  fiirmers  filled  up  the 
''  papers  '*  ratiier  as  theyhoped  than  as  they  subsequently  reaUzed. 

No  returns  firom  the  Williams  or  Kojonup  districts  have  reached 
me* 

Crime. 

13.  While  there  is  notiiing  in  the  criminal  returns  req^uiring 
special  mention,  it  may  be  ob^rved  that  the  summary  convictions 
have  increased,  while  those  in  the  supreme  court  have  decreased. 
The  majority  of  the  former  are  for  the  minor  crimes  of  drunken- 
ness and  breach  of  ticket-of-leave  regulations,  and  swell  the 
number  to  an  extent  that  would  erroneously  lead  a  stranger  to 
dr^w  an  unfavourable  comparison  of  the  crime  in  the  Colony  with 
that  of  any  similar  nmnber  of  people  elsewhere. 

There  were  two  criminals  executed,  aboriginal  natives,  for 
murder  coupled  with  cannabalism. 

Post  Office  Department. 

14.  The  one  department  which  may,  perhaps,  be  taken  as  the 
fairest  test  of  the  sound  position  of  the  Colony  and  its  steady  pro- 
gress, is  the  department  of  the  Post  Office,  with  which  is  com 
mned  the  telegraphic  communication  and  the  savings  bank. 

In  1874  the  revenue  for  postages  amounted  to  6,889il,  and  for 
td^iaj^sto  1,785/. 
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WxsTBBB         In  1873  the  respective  amounts  were  5,344^.  and  1^048/1,  and 
AusTRALu.    in  1872,  4,233/.  from  both  sources. 

The  savings  bank,  instituted  in  1863,  had  deposits  at  the  end  of 
that  year  to  the  extent  of  2,48721>  and  steadily  increasing,  with  one 
exception,  year  by  year,  since  that  date  had  in  its  hands  on 
3l8t  December  1874  19,4047'.  This  department  is  well  and 
economically  worked,  and  its  cost  as  compared  with  the  benefits 
conferred  on  the  colonists  is  small 

Edttcation. 

15.  The  Education  Act  in  force  in  the  colony  is  perhaps  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  times,  but  it  has  on  the  whole  worked 
satisfactorily  and  affords  to  the  colonists  a  reasonable  and  moderate 
means  of  instruction  accessible  to  all  and  within  the  reach  of  all 


During  the  pajst  year  an  average  attendance  of  2,772  children 
have  been  taught  in  84  schools  at  a  total  cost  of  5,567/.,  or  at  a 
rate  of  21  Os.  2d.  per  head. 

Schools  in  each  district^of  the  Colony  are  under  the  management 
of  local  boards  elected  by  the  people,  and  the  general  education 
system  is  conducted  by  a  central  board  located  in  Perth,  appointed 
by  and  responsible  to  the  Governor. 

North'west  Coast 

16.  The  increasing  attention  that  is  attracted  to  the  settlements 
on  and  the  resources  of  the  North-west  Coast  demand  some  remark 
in  any  general  report  on  the  Colony. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  country  is  well  adapted  for  large 
and  small  stock,  that,  notwithstanding  the  tropic^  heat,  wool 
has  not  deteriorated,  while  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  thrive  as  well 
ns  in  other  and  more  temperate  parts  of  the  Colony. 

That  mineral  wealth  in  various  forms  exists  has  been  un- 
doubtedly demonstrated,  and  the  banks  of  large  and  valuable  pearl 
shells  have  already  been  a  source  of  wealth  to  persons  in  and  out 
of  the  Colony. 

At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  numbers  of  Europeans,  with 
gangs  of  Coolies  assemble  for  the  fishery,  they  are  subject  to  little 
or  no  supervision  or  control,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  remark  that 
irregularities  have  not  been  of  frequent  occurrence  or  of  a  grave 
character. 

Many  instances  of  misconduct  have  probably  occurred  which 
have  not  been  brought  to  light,  but  I  question  if  it  would  be 
possible  altogether  to  conceal  any  offence  of  a  grave  character. 

One  paid  magistrate  with  half  a  dozen  policemen  can  not  exer- 
cise close  supervision  over  such  an  extent  of  seaboard  as  ranges 
between  Sharks  Bay  and  Camden  Harbour. 

A  small  cutter  has,  during  the  past  season,  been  cruising  about 
the  coast,  but  it  is  obvious  that  tiie  increasing  importance  of  its 
industries  will  shortly  demand,  in  the  interest  of  all  persons  con- 
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cemed,  a  larger  staff  of  officers  with  extended  powers  both  to  Westbrn 
repress  crime,  prevent  smuggling,  and  generally  to  administer  -A.usraAijA. 
public  affairs  of  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing  district. 

Search  for  Gold. 

17.  I  reon^et  to  record  that  the  party  of  prospectors  from  the 
Colony  of  Victoria  failed  to  discover  any  valuable  mineral  deposits 
during  the  time  they  were  employed.  In  many  parts  of  the 
Colony  minute  specks  of  gold  were  found,  but  in  no  case  a 
quantity  sufficient  to  pay  working  expenses. 

One  sample  of  quartz,  from  a  very  promising  reef,  realised  a 
handsome  return  when  tested  at  the  Sydney  Mint,  but  a  crushing 
of  five  tons  froin  the  same  reef  failed  to  sustain  the  test 

A  quartz  crushing  apparatus  was  imported  and  erected  at 
Fremantle  with  a  view  to  test  samples  of  the  numerou3  reefs  with 
which  the  Colony  is  studded,  but  the  colonists  have  failed  to  make 
use  of  it,  and  appear  very  apathetic  on  the  subject. 

One  reef  in  the  vidnity  of  King  George's  Sound,  not  discovered 
by  the  paid  prospectors  but  by  a  private  gentleman,  has  yielded  a 
sufficient  return  to  justify  the  formation  of  a  company  and  the 
inportation  of  machinery ;  the  result  of  the  venture  is  watched 
with  much  interest,  as  on  its  success  or  otherwise  much  will 
probably  depend. 

Sericulture. 

18.  The  only  other  industry  to  which  I  will  briefly  refer  is  that 
of  sericulture. 

For  some  few  years  past  the  mulberry  tree  has  been  cultivated 
under  a  belief  that  the  climate  and  soil  of  the  colony  were  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  it.  Several  thousand  trees  have  been  distributed 
throughout  the  colony  and  they,  thrive  in  all  parts. 

Specimens  of  silk  and  gnun  have  been  forwarded  to  England, 
and  favourable  reports  received. 

A  small  plantation  of  lOor  12  acres  is  now  coming  into  bearing 
and  thus  ulq  industry  will  be  fairly  tested,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  will  be  fully  as  successful  here  as  it  has  proved  to  be  in 
New  South  Wales  and  other  parts  of  Australia. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Feed.  P.  Bablee. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Robinson,  C.M.G., 
fee.  &c.  &c. 
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TASMANIA. 


No.  15. 

Governor  Weli>,  C.M.G.,  to  The  Earl  op  Carnartok. 

GoTemment  House^  Hobart  Town, 
Mt  Lord,  July  29,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  tlie 
accompanying  copies  of  the  statistics  of  Tasmania  for  the  year 
1874.  Mr.  Nowell's  able  report  leaves  room  but  for  few  obser- 
vations on  my  part 

2.  The  conference  of  the  Government  statisticians  of  the 
Australian  Colonies,  which  took  place  in  this  town  in  January  last, 
will,  I  concur  with  Mr.  Nowell  in  believing,  bear  fruit  in  securing 
greater  uniformity  of  plan,  and  consequenUy  enhance  the  value  of 
mture  compilations  for  comparative  purposes. 

3.  The  least  satisfactory  portion  of  the  returns  is  that  relating 
to  population,  which,  when  births  are  included,  may  be  said  to  be 
stationary,  whilst  the  returns  show  an  absolute  decrease  of  the 
adult  population  of  1,449.  I  trust  that  the  general  progress  of 
the  Colony  and  consequent  increasing  rate  of  wages  may  turn 
back  the  tide  of  immigration  to  these  shores  within  the  next  few 
years. 

4.  I  have  ^eat  pleasure  in  asking  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  commercial  state  of  the  Colony;  the  very  large  increase  under 
the  head  of  exports  is  especially  worthy  of  note. 

5.  On  the  whole  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed  that  the  con- 
tinued development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Colony,  the 
very  successful  efforts  made  by  many  of  the  colonists  in  breeding 
superior  stock,  and,  I  may  hope  also,  some  improvement  in 
agricultural  operations,  afford  just  grounds  for  the  belief  whicfr 
seems  generally  to  prevail,  that  Tasmania  is  emerging  gradually 
from  the  depression  which  has  for  some  years  retarded  her 
progress. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Fred.  A.  Weld, 
The  Eight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Governor. 

&c.  &«.  &c. 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Segbetaby. 

Legidatire  Council  Office,  Hobaxt  Town, 
SiK,  16th  July  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  place  in  your  hands  the  statistics  of 
the  Colony  for  the  past  year,  1874. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  matters  contained 
in  the  returns  whi<£  follow  Ibis  report,  I  must  offer  a  few  obser- 
vations in  regard  to  the  subjects  which  occupied  Ibe  attention  of 
the  Gt>Yemment  statisticians  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  at  their 
meeting  in  Hobart  Town  in  January  last  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  those  of  Queensland^  New  Zealand^  and  Western  Australia 
could  not  be  present  on  that  occasion,  and  that  more  time  could 
not  have  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  many  subjects 
embraced  in  the  annual  statistics;  but  a  large  amount  of  im- 
portant work  was  done,  and  Ibere  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  the 
labours  of  the  conference  will  very  materially  tend  to  promote 
such  uniformity  as  is  possible  in  the  compilation  of  the  statistics 
of  the  whole  group  ci  colonies,  and  to  make  them  more  valuable 
for  comparative  purposes.  The  practice,  introduced  I  believe  by 
Sir  Hercules  Bobinson,  and  now  adopted  by  the  government  of 
Victoria^  of  publishing  annually  in  one  view  returns  of  the  princi- 
pal facts  relating  to  the  Australasian  Colonies,  must  abo  have 
considerable  influence  in  the  same  direction. 

The  conclusions  at  which  the  conference  arrived  were  put  into 
the  form  of  certain  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  as  their  recom- 
mendations to  their  several  governments,  some  of  these  recommen- 
dations will  require  legislative  action  if  they  are  to  be  carried 
into  efiect;  but  where  the  present  powers  of  the  government 
statisticians  are  not  exceeded,  it  was  resolved  that  the  alterations 
should  be  made  in  regard  to  the  returns  for  the  current  year, 
1875.  This  will  necessitate  the  reconsideration  and  remodelling 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  statistics  in  most  of  the  Colonies,  and 
will  be  a  matter  of  great  labour  and  difficulty.  It  was  agreed  to 
regard  certain  things  as  compulsory,  as  far  as  they  can  be  supplied ; 
and  in  respect  to  others,  the  conference  contented  itsdf  with 
recording  its  opinion  that  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  be 
famished,  if  possible. 

In  making  the  suggestion  that  the  census  of  every  Colony  should 
be  taken  on  llie  same  day  and  tabulated  on  the  same  plan  as  that 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  conference  wished  to  urge  the 
prindple  that  at  least  every  ten  years  all  the  different  census 
should  synchronise.  Where  ten  years  was  considered  too  lone  an 
interval,  a  quinquennial  census  might  be  taken  in  the  middk  of 
theperiod,  without  prejudice  to  the  general  arrangement. 

llie  law  has  always  made  llie  furnishing  of  information  for  the 
purposes  of  the  census  compulsory,  and  provided  for  the  punishing 
of  any  default ;  and  it  seemed  to  the  ccmference  that  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  same  principle  should  not  be  applied  generally  to 
all  statistical  inquiries  for  otate  purposes,  and  in  this  view  they 
were  strengthened  by  recent  legislation  in  ^ctoria. 
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Tabmakia.  It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  the  same  suggestion,  supported 
r-^ —  by  the  same  reason,  was  made  independendy  by  the  collector  of 
agricultund  statistics  at  New  Norfolk.  I  would  request  special 
attention  to  tiie  following  words  used  by  him : — ^^  It  is  true  there 
«^  are  only  a  few  who  refused  to  give  the  information,  but  their 
**  example  is  being  followed  more  every  year,  affecting  the  truth- 
^^  fulness  of  the  return.  Some  ignorant  producers  have  a  sort  of 
'^  faint  belief,  which  it  is  difficult  to  dispel,  that  the  return  is  in 
**  some  way  connected  with  taxation." 

For  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  estimates  of  population,  it 
was  recommended  that  returns  of  immigration  and  emigration 
should  be  exchanged  by  the  various  Customs  departments,  since 
in  every  country  tnere  are  always  some  outgoing  passengers  whose 
names  and  numbers  are  recorded  at  the  ports  of  destination,  but 
not  at  the  ports  of  departure. 

Another  of  the  resolutions  agreed  to  aimed  at  a  general  plan 
of  classifying  articles  in  the  Customs  returns,  and  items  in  the 
Treasury  accounts. 

Taxation  was  another  subject  which  came  under  review.  To 
attempt  to  compare  the  total  taxation  in  different  countries  is 
now  smiply  hopeless,  as  far  as  the  general  statistics  are  concerned, 
since,  in  the  £rst  place,  the  burdens  as  between  the  State  and  local 
bodies  are  not  uniformly  apportioned ;  and,  secondly,  there  has 
hitherto  been  no  conmion  understanding  as  to  what  taxation  shall 
include.  It  was  therefore  considered  necessary  that  this  should 
be  determined,  and  that  returns  should  be  given  of  the  local  as 
well  as  of  the  State  taxes,  so  that  the  whole  might  be  presented  in 
one  view*  It  was  also  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  in  statistical 
returns  of  finance,  moneys  raised  by  loan  should  be  excluded  from 
the  revenue ;  and  that  the  expenditure  account,  while  excluding 
disbursements  from  funds  so  rabed,  should  include  Ibe  interest  and 
repayment  of  loans ;  and  it  was  resolved  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
taxation,  separate  and  collective  retiuDS  should  be  given  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  both  of  the  general  government  and  of 
the  local  bodies. 

These  were  the  most  important  subjects  dealt  with  at  the 
conference. 

I  believe  that  great  good  will  res  jlt  from  this  meeting  of  the 
statisticians  of  the  Australasian  Colonies.  It  will  promote  harmony 
of  action  and  uniformity  of  system,  and  if  similar  meetings  were 
held  from  time  to  time,  much  valuable  information  could  be 
mutually  conmiunicated,  and  anomalies  could  be  discussed  and, 
possibly,  removed.  In  his  prefatory  remarks  to  the  ^'  Statistical 
**  Abstract  for  the  princdpal  Foreign  Countries,"  published  in 
1874,  Mr.  Yalpy,  of  the  English  Board  of  Trade,  alluded  to  the 
difficulty  of  making  comparisons  between  the  statistics  of  different 
countries ;  and  every  one  who  has  attempted  to  make  such  com- 
parisons in  regard  to  these  Colonies  must  have  had  the  same 
experience.  '^  Unfortunately,"  he  says,  ^^  the  statistics  of  many 
'^  countries  cannot  now  be  compared,  owing  to  diff^enoes  in  dates 
^^  and  in  the  classification  of  details ;  but  the  making  known,  the 
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^^  want  of  greater  assimilation  in  the  statistical  tables  of  different  Tasmaku.. 
**  countries  is  a  necessary  step  towards  obtaining  so  important  an  — ** 
^^  element  in  comparative  statistics  f  and  he  proceeds  to  give 
instances  of  variations  in  regard  to  the  census,  to  accounts  of 
revenue  and  expenditure^  to  railways,  and  to  returns  of  imports 
and  exports*  All  these  will  be  shortly  remedied,  as  far  as  this 
group  of  Colonies  is  concerned,  if  the  suggestions  of  the  conference 
be  carried  into  effect. 

It  is  the  aim  of  all  inductive  philosophy,  from  individual  fisu^ts 
to  discover  general  laws,  principles,  or  tendencies.  The  generali- 
sations of  statistics  are  of  great  value  in  political  economy,  in 
physiology  and  hygiene^  and  in  social  science — ^in  short,  in  all  that 
concerns  the  wel&re  of  man;  and  it  is  therefore  a  matter  of 
gratulation  that  we  have  been  enabled  in  some  degree,  however  • 
humble,  to  assist  in  devising  means  by  which  they  may  be  more 
readily  effected,  and  thus  to  co-operate  with  the  many  able  men 
who  are  diligently  studying  comparative  statistics  in  the  Old 
World.  And  when  we  look  at  the  position  which  the  Australasian 
Colonies,  with  their  immense  extent  of  territory,  must  be  destioed 
ultimately  to  attain,  the  importance  to  jthe  historian  and  scientist 
of  the  future,  of  securing  uniformity  as  between  themselves  and 
the  rest  of  the  civilised  world,  in  the  records  of  their  national  life, 
can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

Having  made  these  prefatory  remarks,  which  the  nature  of  the 
case  seemed  to  require^  I  now  address  myself  to  the  main  subject 
of  this  report 

I. — Population, 

The  population  on  31st  December  1874  is  estimated  to  have 
been  104,176;  the  number  of  males  being  66,117,  of  females, 
49,069,  At  the  end  of  the  previous  year  it  was  calculated  to 
be  104,217 ;  so  that  the  number  was  smaller  in  1874  than  in  1873 
by  41. 

By  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  there  was  an  increase  of  679 
males  and  829  females,  or  1,408  persons;  while  by  excess  of 
emigration  over  immigration,  there  was  a  decrease  of  1,449  persons 
of  both  sexes.  In  the  previous  year  the  increase  by  excess  of 
births  was  1)644,  and  the  decrease  by  excess  of  emigration  only 
687  ;  so  that  in  both  respects  the  year  1874  contrasts  very  un- 
favourably. 

The  number  of  persons  who  arrived  in  the  Colony  during  that 
year  was  6,266  ;  6,761  or  91*96  per  cent,  from  Victoria,  419  or 
6 '69  per  cent,  from  New  South  Wales,  66  from  New  Zealand, 
16  from  South  Australia,  7  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
same  number  from  the  Mauritius.  The  number  of  assisted  or 
"  bounty  '*  immigrants  introduced  during  the  year  was  only  18, 
against  28  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  who  left^  the  Colony,  as  stated  in  the  returns,  was 
7,714;  6,631  or  85-96per  cent  for  Victoria,  367  or  4*76  per 
cent  for  New  South  Wales,  660  or  8-66  per  cent  for  New 
Zealand,  16  for  South  Australia,  8  for  Queensland^  26  for  Bird 
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I8ll^l€l,  and  7  for  the  United  KingdooL  But  the  real  nmnbers  of 
emigrants  most  have  been  much  greater  than  this ;  £3r  there  is 
always  a  considerable  proportion  of  outward-bound  passengers 
whose  numbers  are  not  known  until  the  lists  are  made  up  after 
leaving  the  port  For  example ;  in  187  3,  according  to  our  returns^ 
6^491  persons  left  Tasmania  for  Victoria,  while  in  the  statistics  of 
Victoria^  it  is  stated  that  7^108  arrived  in  Victoria  frtHU  Tasmania, 
— a  difference  of  617.  In  a  similar  way,  the  number  of  passengers 
finom  Victoria  to  Tasmania,  appears  as  3,101  and  5,824  in  the 
records  of  tiiose  Colonies  respectivelj, — a  difference  of  2,723.  In 
order  to  correct  these  discrepancies  it  is  necessary  that  the 
numbers  should  be  recorded  as  delivered  at  the  ports  of  arrival, 
not  at  the  ports  of  departure  ;  and  with  that  view,  it  was  proposed 
by  tl^  conference  of  government  statistidans  that  lists  of  pas- 
sengers should  be  penodically  exchanged  between  the  Customs 
departments  of  the  various  Colonies. 

sfext  to  Victoria,  New  Zealand  attracted  the  greatest  number 
of  our  emigrants;  about  six  times  as  many  having  proceeded 
thither  as  in  the  previous  year. 


II. —  Trade^  Commerce,  and  NamgaHon, 

The  total  declared  value  of  the  imports  in  1874  was  1,257,785/., 
being  greater  by  150,618^,  than  in  1873.  It  has  not  been  so 
large  smce  1858,  when  it  reached  1^328,612/.  The  rate  per  head 
was  122.  \8.  5\d.  against  10^  12«.  6\d,  in  1873. 

The  increases  occurred  almost  entirely  in  the  trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  Victoria,  and  New  South  Wales;  that  with 
New  Zealand  being  very  small  in  absolute  amount,  although  the 
increase  from  1,505/1  to  3,180/.,  being  rather  more  dian  100  per 
cent.,  was  relatively  large. 

On  llie  trade  with  the  fbllowing  colonies  there  were  decreases 
to  the  extent  mentioned : — 

Queensland,  from  17,647/.  to  11,4987. :  difference  6,149/. 
South  Australia,  from  4,2 15i  to  775/.:  difference  3,440/: 
Mauritius,  from  110,060/.  to  82,365/. :  difference  27,695/. 

The  principid  increases  in  the  imports  were  on  the  following 
articles:— 


Carpets 

£ 
7,612 

Manure 

£ 

2,378 

Drapery 

66,100 

Musical  instraments  - 

4,026 

Earthen  and  glaaeware 

3,856 

Saddlery 'and  leather- 

Hides  and  skins 

3,799 

ware 

6,534 

Ironmongery  and  hard- 

Wine 

3,637 

ware 

ll;S17 

1,225 

Jewellery 

6,913 

Stationery  and  printed 

Sheep 

6,837 

books 

10,347 

Cattle 

2,316 

Bailway  material 

58,879 

Mills  and  machinery  • 

10,831 

Ad  valorem  goods 

11,214 

Malt  liquors  - 

4,993 
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£ 

£ 

4,463 

Malt-     '       - 

3,M4 

83,994 

Sugar  and  molaaBes    - 

3,154 

7,138 

Tea  - 

18,630 

4,040 

Tobacco  and  cigars    • 

7,832 

3,725 

WoolpackB    - 

1,870 

On  the  other  hand  these  abowed  a  decrement,  besides  others  of    Taskajcu. 
less  amoonts  :— 

Apparel 

Coin- 

Com  sacks     - 

Wheat 

Woodware     - 

In  my  report  for  1868, 1  gave  a  statement  of  the  quantities  of 
spirits,  tea,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  taken  out  of  bond  for  home  con- 
sumption, from  1858  to  1868  inclusively.  In  order  that  we  may 
see  what  effect  the  improved  condition  of  the  Colony  has  had  upon 
the  use  of  these  articles,  I  subjoin  a  continuation  of  the  same  state- 
ment up  to  the  year  1874.  To  the  articles  mentioned,  cocoa, 
chocolate,  coffee,  chicory,  malt  liquors,  wine,  tobacco,  and  cigars 
have  been  added. 


Yeaw. 

Spirits. 

Wine. 

Malt 
liquors. 

Tea. 

Sugar. 

Cocoa 

and 

Chocolate. 

Coffee 

and 
Chicory. 

Tobacco 

and 
CigaiB. 

1869  - 

1870  - 
1871 

Galls. 
69,714 
67,762 
60;788 

Galls. 
22,218 
21,878 
15,942 

Galls. 
58,388  ^ 
81,986 
41,804 

Lbs. 
544,123 
538,036 
577,773 

Cwts. 
57,790 
58,791 
74,441 

Lbs. 
21,148 
19,096 
20,295 

Lbs. 
216,237 
155,460 
160,632 

Lba. 
162,566 
165,741 
154,117 

Mean- 

66,088 

20,013 

44,059 

551,644 

63,674 

20,180 

177,443 

160,808 

1872  - 

1873  - 

1874  - 

60,752 
66,802 
75,162 

21,089 
22,728 
20,899 

28,690 
35,306 
54,972 

546,382 
735,666 
584,609 

69,719 
88,679 
86,522 

20,185 
18,850 
29,559 

131,658 
145,287 
133,568 

155,501 
165,447 
161,242 

Mean- 

67,569 

21,555 

39,656 

622,219 

79,973 

22,865 

136,838 

160,730 

The  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  was  never  so  small  in  all  the 
period  irom  1858  to  1874  as  it  was  in  1872.  Thence  however 
it  became  greatly  increased,  making  the  mean  for  the  last  three 
years  somewhat  greater  than  for  the  first  three.  The  consump- 
tion of  wine  did  not  vary  much,  the  additional  quantity  l^ing  no 
more  than  the  increase  of  population  would  lead  us  to  expect.  In 
malt  liquors  there  is  a  consderahle  decrease,  the  imported  article 
being,  no  doubt,  superseded  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  home- 
brewed. Tea  shows  a  considerable  increase,  as  also  do  sugar  and 
cocoa  and  chocolate.  In  oeffee  and  chicory,  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  great  &l]ing  off.  Tobacco  and  cigars  were  nearly  the 
same  in  quantity  in  both  periods,  so  that  the  oomsnmption  per 
head  was  less  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  period. 

The  total  dedued  value  of  the  exports  was  925,325/1,  being 
greater  than  in  1873  by  31,76921 ;  the  amount  per  head  of  popu- 
lation beiuK  8/!i  17s.  T^d.,  against  8/.  2s.  9^(1  in  the  previous  year. 
The  value  has  not  been  so  large  since  1864. 

The  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  increased  by 
41,498/.;  to  New  Zealand,  by  26,870/.;  and  to  New  South 
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Tasmawu.  Wales,  by  2,123i  Bat  the  outward  trade  with  Victoria  declined 
"""  to  the  extent  of  30,394i. ;  with  Queensland^  to  the  extent  of 
3,014/. ;  with  South  Australia,  to  the  extent  of  1,034/.  On  the 
exports  to  New  Caledonia  also,  there  was  a  falling  off  of  1,776£  ; 
and  those  to  Batavia  and  New  Ghiinea,  which  in  1873  were 
respectively  945Z.  and  960/,  ceased  altogether  in  the  past  year. 

A  comparison  of  the  total  values  of  the  principal  articles  of 
export  in  1873  and  1874  shows  the  following  variations  : — 


Articles. 


Bark  -  . 

Batter  and  cheese    - 
Flour  .  -  - 

SMtandjam 
Gold  -    ■       - 

Grain :~  Wheat 

Oats 

Barley 
Bides,  and  skins,  and  leather 
Hops  -  -  - 

liye  stock :  —  Horses 
Sheep 
Oatmeal       ... 
Oil,  spenn  and  hlack 
Timber        -  .  - 

Vegetables  -  -  - 

Wool  ... 


Decrease. 


8,362 
8^83 


25,152 

647 

4,289 


24,710 
3,086 


The  export  of  jam,  which  amounted  to  2^648,012  lbs.,  had  an 
increase  in  quantity  of  384,746  lbs. ;  and  that  of  green  fruit  was 
lai^r  by  54,176  bushels  than  in  1873.  After  wool,  fruit,  green 
and  preserved,  is  now  our  chief  commodity  of  exchange. 

Malt  liquors,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above  articles,  were 
more  than  doubled  in  quantity  in  1874,  the  exports  for  the  last 
three  years  having  been  9,369,  10,399,  and  23,011  galls.,  re- 
spectively. Stone  also  had  an  increase,  the  quantities  in  the  last 
four  years  having  been  916,  455,  966,  and  1,157  tons. 

Of  tin  ore  tiie  first  export  was  of  four  tons  in  1873.  It  was 
increased  to  142  tons  in  1874.  The  production  of  tin,  both  in  its 
native  and  manufactured  condition,  will  be  largely  augmented 
during  the  present  year,  and  this  metal  ou^bt  to  become,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  reports  of  discoveries  hitherto  made  in  several 
parts  of  the  Colony,  one  of  our  most  abundant  and  profitable 
articles  of  conunerce. 

A  small  parcel  of  27^  tons  of  iron  ore  was  also  sent  to  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1874.  The  present  year  will,  I  presume,  see 
the  practicability  of  producing  metallic  iron  from  the  ores  which 
are  so  copiously  distributed  through  the  island,  put  to  the  test  on 
an  adequate  scale. 

During  the  past  year  there  entered  the  ports  607  vessels,  of  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  119,706.  As  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  1,353,  but  a  decrease 
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in  the  number  of  64.  The  tonnage  of  ships  which  arrived  with 
cargoes  was  greater  by  3^404 ;  but  there  was  a  decrease  of  2,061 
in  tnat  of  vessels  which  entered  in  ballast.  Three  foreign  vessels, 
of  1,084  tons  entered,  against  seven  of  2,105  tons  in  1873. 

The  vessels  which  cleared  outwards  in  1874  numbered  620, 
measuring  1 1 9,801  tons.  The  tonnage,  as  compared  with  1873,  was 
slightly  in  favour  of  1874,  but  the  vessels  were  61  fewer.  The 
foreign  vessels  leaving  for  the  southern  whale  fisheries  were  only 
three,  of  1,084  tons,  whereas  in  1873  they  were  seven,  with  2,028 
tons;  and  the  British  vessels  bound  for  the  same  destination  were 
only  nine,  with  2,136  tons,  against  17,  with  4,318  tons,  in  the 
previous  year. 

As  regards  the  different  ports  and  sub-ports,  it  appears  that  there 
were  increases  in  the  tonnage  inwards, — at  Hobart  Town,  of  6,605  ; 
at  Stanlev,  of  1,277  ;  at  Wynyard,  of  201  :  decreases, — at  Laun- 
ceston,  of  4,738  ;  at  Leith,  of  303;  at  Torquay,  of  1,689.  On  the 
tonnage  outwards  there  were  the  following  increases': — At  Hobart 
Town,  4,850;  at  Stanley  255;  at  Wynyard,  311:  decreases: — 
At  Launceston,  3,939  ;  at  Leith,  388  ;  at  Torquay,  1,047. 

The  nationality  of  the  shipping  in  the  last  two  years  was — 


Tasmaiha. 


Entered. 

Cleared* 

Tears. 

United 

British 

United 

British 

Kingdom. 

(Colonial). 

Foreign. 

Kingdom. 

(Colonial). 

Foreign. 

No. 

Ton- 
nage. 

No. 

Ton- 
nage. 

No. 

Ton- 
nage. 

No. 

Ton- 

No. 

Ton- 
nage. 

No. 

Ton- 
nage. 

1873 

21 

9918 

631 

105721 

9 

2714 

21 

9918 

631 

105721 

9 

2714 

1874 

19 

9647 

585 

108975 

3 

1084 

18 

9001 

599 

109716 

3 

1084 

Adding  together  the  vessels  entered  and  cleared,  it  appears  that 
in  the  last  two  years  there  were  engaged  in  our  transmarine 
trade — 


Tears. 


1873 
1874 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


1,342 
1^27 


238,112 
239,507 


making  a  difference  1,395  tons  in  &your  of  the  last  year. 

I  find  that  the  tonnage,  both  ways,  was  not  so  laige  in  any 
year,  with  the  exception  of  1864,  since  1869. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  on  the  register  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  year  were— 

Vessels.  Tons. 

At  beginniDg  of  year  (as  corrected)    -    185        18,029 
At  end  of  year  -  -  -     180         17,744 
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Tamujoiu  showing  a  deerease  of  five  Teasels,  measuring  265  tons.  Twelve 
-—  vessels,  of  621  tons,  were  wrecked  or  otherwise  lost,  and  13,  of 
832  tons,  were  stmck  off  the  register  from  other  causea;  while  19 
new  vessels,  of  770  tons,  were  added,  and  an  accession  of  one  of 
398  tcms  was  gained  by  re-registry  after  purchase,  or  by  transfer 
from  other  porta 

Acting  on  a  suggestion  made  to  me,  I  have  added  this  year  a 
return  of  vessels  built  and  sold  out  of  the  Colony^  from  which  it 
appears  that  nine  vessels  of  449  tons,  valued  at  10,960/.,  were  so 
sold  during  1874.  The  increased  activity  which  now  prevails  in 
the  ship-buikling  trade  gives  special  interest  to  the  matter. 

The  whale  fisheries  employed  only  16  vessels  in  1874,  instead 
18,  as  in  the  previous  year.  These  brought  into  port  342  tuns 
of  sperm  oil,  valued  at  30,780/.;  whereas  in  1873,  558  tuns  of 
sperm  and  12^  tuns  of  black  oil,  valued  at  44,000/.,  were  returned 
as  the  produce. 

The  market  prices  at  Hobart  Town  generally  did  not  vary  much 
in  1874  from  the  rates  which  obtained  in  1873.  Butter  was  i^ 
little  lower ;  wheat  fell  from  an  average  of  Ss.  9(L  to  5s.  ScL ; 
barley  rose  from  from  4«.  9d,  to  5s.  6d. ;  oats  were  about  1^.  6rf.  per 
bushel  higher;  hay,  21.  15s.  higher ;  nialt liquors vrere also  dearer; 
also  brandy  and  whisky,  while  rum  was  cheaper;  timber  was 
dearer,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  demand  for  exportation. 
The  price  of  vegetaUes  was  also  higher,  but  especially  that  of 
onions,  which  having  been  from  21.  lOs.  to  3i  10^.  in  1878,  in  1874 
was  from  10/.  to  2oZ* 

The  Government  contract  prices  were  higher  as  regards  pearl 
barley,  brandy,  butcher's  meat,  flour,  oatmeal,  port  wme ;  while 
the  price  of  fresh  butter,  coffee,  currants,  blacK  oil,  raisins,  rice, 
sago,  soap  (yellow),  sugar  (ration),  tea,  tobacco,  and  vinegar  was 
lower. 

Trades  and  manufactories  were  returned  to  the  number  of  3,391, 
against  3,386  'm  1873.  The  following  are  the  increases: — 
Auctioneers,  4 ;  bone  dust  mill,  1 ;  boot  and  shoe  makers,  4 ; 
bricklayers,  14  ;  cheese-makers,  19  ;  coach-makers,  3  ;  cooper ^  1  ; 
com  and  ship  chandlers,  2 ;  engineers,  6 ;  general  dealers,  26  ; 
miU,  hydraulic,  1 ;  painters  and  elsLzieTB,  6  ;  plasterers,  3 ;  saddle 
and  harness-maker,  1 ;  savnnills,  4 ;  shipwrights  and  boat  builders, 
31 ;  tailor,  1 ;  tin  smelting  works,  1 ;  watchmaker,  1  ;  woollen 
manufactory,  1  ;  wool-stapler,  1.  Thus  the  industries  in  which 
the  principal  advances  were  made  were — Building,  cheese-making 
or  rather  dairy  farming,  since  the  exposts  of  both  butter  and 
cheese  were  greatly  in  exoess  of  those  of  the  previous  three  years) ; 
diat  ineful  department  of  trade  pursued  by  the  ^  general  &aler  " 
(though  the  increase  in  this  direction  is  more  than  balanced  by  the 
loss  of  51  grocers;  and  shipbuilding,  which  has  q>run^  into 
vigorous  life  on  the  north-western  coast    Oi  ^the  following  in- 


*  The  xDean  of  the  rttes  giyen  by  the  eoUeeton  of  agrienltoral  fttfi6tict>  was, 
howey«r,  lower  in  1876  than  in  1874. 
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dastries  there  were  decreases : — agricultural  implement  makers,  5  ; 
bakers,  2 ;  blacksmiths/ 6 ;  breweries^  2^  brickmakers,  3 ;  butchers, 
3 ;  oabinetmakeiB  and  joinerd,  7 ;  chemists  and  druggists,  3  ; 
cider  makers,  5 ;  dyer,  1  ;  feUmongers,  2 ;  foundries,  iron  and 
brass,  2 ;  furriers,  2 ;  gardeners,  2 ;  grocers,  61 ;  hat  and  cap 
manufiMStorj,  1 ;  ironmongen^  6 ;  iron  smelting  works,  1  (at 
George  Town);  maltster,  1;  nulls,  flour,  10;  millwright,  1; 
pastry  eooks  and  confectioners,  3  ;  plasterers,  3 ;  pottery,  1 ;  pub- 
Ucan,  1  ;  sailmaker  1 ;  soap-boiler,  1 :  stonemason,  1 ;  tanners,  9  ; 
tinworkers,  2  ;  turners,  7  ;  wheelwrights,  7. 

The  irregularities  in  the  labour  market  make  it  difficult  to  in- 
stitute a  close  compariscm  between  the  rates  prerailing  in  one  year 
and  another ;  but  taking  the  average  of  aU  the  districts,  it  appears 
tliat  in  1874  the  wages  of  the  following  tirades  and  other  callings 
were  higher  than  in  1873: — Carpenters,  engineers,  masons, 
punters,  plumbers,  saddlers,  tanners,  wheelwrights,  day  labourers, 
seamen,  mowers  (per  acre),  shepherds,  shearers,  and  some  descrip- 
tions of  domestic  servants ;  wnile  in  other  cases,  the  rates  were 
either  stationary  or  lower.  The  Mun  Line  Railway  works  and 
the  active  emigration  to  Victoria  and  New  Zealand  were  doubliess 
the  principal  oauae  of  the  rise,  by  diminishing  the  supply. 

For  many  years  only  two  branches  of  mining  (gold  and  coal)  in 
Tasmania  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  a  place  assigned 
to  them  in  the  statistics.  During  the  past  year,  however,  tin, 
iron,  and  slate  attracted  much  attentbn,  and  a  collective  return  of 
the  quantities  of  these  and  other  minerals  produced  has  been  com- 
piled. Gold  mining  is  dealt  with  in  a  separate  return,  which  for 
obvious  reasons  has  been  transferred  from  the  place  it  occupied 
in  ihe  previous  year,  under  the  head  of  ^^  Finance,^  as  being  the 
rejHresentative  <^  value,  to  a  station  immediately  preceding  ^the 
return  of  other  minerals. 

Gold  mining  operations  were  carried  on  in  1874  at  only  two 
places,  Mathinna,  or  Black  Boy,  and  Nfaie  Mile  Springs,  those  at 
the  Hellyer  Siver  haidng  been  disoontinued.  There  was  thus  a 
redoetion  of  76  in  the  average  number  ^  persons  employed  in 
alluvial  mining.  But  in  regard  to  quartz  mining  there  was  an 
increase  of  30  persons.  The  value  of  mining  plant  was  about  tlie 
same.  The  yield  of  gdd  in  1874  veas— alluvial,  850  ozs.,  or  680 
less  than  in  1873 ;  qimrtz,  3,800  ozs.  14  dwts.,  or  669  ozs.  14  dwts. 
more.  The  quantity  of  quartz  crushed  was  3,462^  tons,  or  731^ 
tons  less.  The  average  yield  per  ton  of  stone  cruiBhed  was  1  oz. 
5  dwts.  8^  grs.,  a  pa^cdi  of  1,147  tons  at  Nine  Mile  Springs 
having  produced  1  oz.  15  dwts.  17  grs.  to  the  tons,  and  nnce  the 
beginning  of  the  current  year  a  crushing  of  236  tons  is  reported  in 
tiie  newn>apers  to  have  given  an  average  of  2  ozs.  5  dwts.  22^  grs. 
The  total  value  of  the  gold  obtamed,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained 
hj  At  commissioner^  was  18,4911,  or  101/.  more  than  in  1873. 
l!he  Customs  returns  show  an  increase  in  the  export  of  2,502/1  in 
the  value,  and  of  439  in  the  number  of  ozs.  The  average  value 
of  gold  per  oz.  in  1874  was— alluvial  8/.  19f.  6d,  or  Is.  higher 
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Tasmahia.     *^**^  ^^  "^^^^ »  quartz,  also  3/.  I9s.  6rf.,  with  no  variation.     The 
'    gold  from  Nine  Mile  Springs  is  set  down  ib  averaging  4/.  per  oz. 

The  gold  commissioner's  reports  are>  as  usual,  appended  to  the 
volmne.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  he  anticipates  increased 
diflSculty  in  obtaining  complete  information  in  r^ard  to  gold 
mining  for  the  present  year.  The^continual  changes  of  which  he 
complains,  and  the  utter  instability  of  almost  all  institutions  and 
departments  in  this  Colony,  make  the  duty  of  dealing  with  its 
statistics  most  harassing  and  discouraging. 

The  quantity  of  coal  returned  as  raised  in  1874  was  871  tons 
less  than  in  1873.  There  was  an  increase  of  1,140  tons  at 
Tasman's  Peninsula,  and  of  22  tons  at  New  Town,  but  this  was 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  decreases  at  the  other  places. 

Of  iron  ore  1,400  tons  are  stated  to  have  been  raised  in  ihe 
year ;  1,000  at  Middle* Arm,  West  Tamar,  and  400  at  Lewisham 
Sorell ;  and,  as  alreaily  stated,  27^  tons  were  exported.  I  have 
no  official  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  iron  smelted  in  the 
year.  The  Tasmanian  Charcoal  Iron  Company  are  understood 
to  be  making  preparations  for  starting  the  manufacture  of  iron  on 
a  large  scale ;  and  the  question  whether  it  can  be  profitably  pur- 
sued in  this  Colony  will,  therefore,  in  due  time  receive  a  practical 
solution. 

Sanguine  expectations  were  formed  at  one  time  of  the  slate 
which  aboimd^  in  large  quantities  at  the  Piper's  Bi?er ;  but  little 
seems  to  have  been  done  with  it  The  quantity  raised  in  the 
year  is  given  as  250,000  slates,  and  94  tons  of  slates  and  slabs 
appear  among  the  exports  to  Victoria.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  in 
the  public  papers  a  notice  of  a  meeting  for  dissolving  the  Bangor 
Slate  Company.  The  cause  of  collapse  I  take  to  be  that  wbich 
for  many  years  past  has  proved  the  ruin  of  one  promising  under- 
taking after  another — ^want  of  sufficient  capital  at  starting. 
Experience  has  unmistakably  shown  that  to  start  any  company 
without  providing  in  the  first  instance  means  for  raising  ample 
funds  to  meet  all  contingencies,  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
simply  to  court  certain  ffulure.  A  company  cramped  at  every 
step  by  want  of  funds  never  can  succeed,  and  its  downfiJl  is  not 
merely  a  loss  to  its  own  shareholders,  but  a  serious  injury  to  the 
whole  community,  by  discouraging  all  associated  enterprise,  and 
by  wasting  capital  that  might,  under  other  circumstances,  have 
been  permanently  and  profitably  employed. 

The  mineral  which  occupied  the  greatest  share  of  attention  in 
the  course  of  the  past  year  is  tin.  As  to  the  character  of  the 
deposits  at  Mount  Bischoff  there  seems  to  be  no  question.  The 
ore  is  acknowledged  to  be  remarkable  for  richness,  and  for  the 
quantities  in  which  it  is  found,  and  it  is  distributed  over  a  wide 
extent  of  country.  The  supply  is  therefore  practically  unlimited. 
In  consequence  of  the  great  difficulties  of  carriage  to  the  port -of 
Launceston,  tbe  progress  of  tin  mining  has  been  slow ;  and  only 
142  tons  of  ore  were  exported  in  1874.  The  ore  is  now  smelted 
at  Launceston,  and  the  present  year  ought  to  witness  the  ship- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


U£B  majesty's   COLONIAJi  POSSESSIONS. 


209 


ment  of  a  much  larger  quantity  of  the  smelted  metal.  The  tin- 
bearing  oountrj  in  the  north-east  comer  of  the  island  is,  I  am 
informed,  not  so  rich  in  the  metal  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount 
Bischoff^^but  the  fiEU^lities  of  access  and  of  transport  should,  if 
advantage  be  talcen  of  them,  enable  the  mines  to  be  developed 
much  more  rapidly.  The  report  of  the  nearest  stipendiary  magis- 
trate as  to  the  tin  mines  of  Mount  Bischoff  is  appended  at  the  end 
of  the  volume. 

The  discoverv  made  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  of 
a  large  load  of  bismuth,  is  one  of  the  most  important  that  has  yet 
taken  place.  If  the  lode  should  prove  a  permanent  one,  it  must 
become  a  source  of  considerable  wealth  to  the  Colony. 


Taskaitu. 


IIL — Finance,  &c, 

I  subjoin,  as  in  former  years^  a  statement  of  the  public  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  1873  and  1874,  furnished  at  my  request  by 
the  Assistant  Colonial  Treasurer : — 

CoNSOLiDATBD  PuBLic  Bevbnub,*  ezdusive  of  Debentures,  and  Expen- 
diture, exclusive  of  Disbursements  under  Loans  Act. 


1873. 

1874. 

Bb  VENUE. 

Cnstoms  and  bonding  rents    ... 
Inland  revenue          -           -           -            . 
Territorial  revenoe    •           .           -           - 
Other  receipts            -           - 
Estimated  amonnt  outstanding 

a       $.    d. 

169,763  19     1 
70,567     6     7 
37,804    7  10 
43,345  10     6 

A        $.    d, 

181,301   17     5 

78,735  19    0 

41,338  10  10 

31,548  13     6 

5,000     0     0 

330,980    3     0 

337,934  19     9 

Expenditure. 

Ordinary  expenditure             -           -           . 
Beservet  under  Waste  Lands  Act     - 
Bitfanated  expenditure  ontstandmg  - 

390,883     7     9 
8,763  11     7 

306,115  13     4 

10,161  18     8 

3,000    0    0 

. 

399,645  19    4 

318,377  11     0 

Wm.  H.  Windsob, 
Assistant  Colonial  Treasurer. 
Colonial  Treasury,  June  17^  1875. 

The  total  consolidated  revenue  shows  an  increase  upon  that 
of  1873  of  2*16  per  cent. ;  and  on  the  several  items  there  were 
the  following  centesimal  increases  : — On  customs,  &c.,  6  •  80 ;  on 
inland  revenue,  11  *  58 ;  on  land  revenue^  10  *  81.     The  decrease  on 


*  The  general  revenue  and  land  fund  were  consolidated  on  the  Ist  January  1874 
under  Act  37  Yict  No.  18.  For  1878  the  general  and  land  revenues,  though  kept 
separate  in  the  public  accounts,  are  here  combined. 

37453.  O 
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Tasmaku.     "  other  receipts  "  was  on  moneys  received  on  account  of  preYious 
—        years. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  customs  in  1874  was  in  the  pro- 
portion of  55  *  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  consolidated  revenue. 

The  proportion  of  revenue  derived  from  taxation^  on  the  prin- 
ciples affirmed  at  the  Statistical  Conference^  was  65  *  64  per  cent^ 
The  amount  of  taxation  paid  to  the  General  Government  per 
head  of  population  was  2L  Is.  3|(/. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Imperial  Government  is 
stated  to  have  been  l^A^5L  14^.  lid.,  the  amount  in  1873  havfaig 
been  36,567/.  Ss.  4<f. 

During  1874  the  banks  still  bought  mercantile  bills  on  London, 
as  in  1873,  at  a  discount  of  ^  to  }  per  cent,  but  lowered  the  rate 
of  exchange  on  bills  on  London^  issued  by  themselves,  which  liad 
been  at  from  |  to  1  per  cent,  premium  in  1873,  to  i  to  par  in 
1874.  The  rates  of  exchange  with  the  Australasian  Cmonies 
remained  unaltered. 

The  rates  of  discount  in  1874  were — 

Percent 

r  95  days  and  under  -  5 

January  to  Septembers  185  „  -  6 

LOver  185  days     -  -  8 

f   95  days  and  under  -  6 

October  to  December  -<  125  „  -  7 

tOver  125  days     -  -  8 

In  1873  they  were — 

65  days  and  under                         -            -            -  6 

95            „                        ....  7 

126           „                          ....  8 

To  Auffust  6,  over  125  days         -            -            -  10 

From  August  6,  over  125  days     -            -            -  9 

The  interest  on  fixed  deposits  in  the  two  years  was — 

187«.  1874. 

Per  cent.  Per  cent. 

For  3  months      -            -            -            -      2  3 

For  6  montiis      •            -            -            -       3  4 

For  12  mcmths     -            -            -            -    —  5 

The  lower  rate  of  discount  and  longer  time  show  that  money 
was  more  plentiful  during  the  past  vear,  while  the  higher  rate  of 
interest  on  deposits  is^  I  understand^  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  money  was  wanted  by  one  of  the  English  banks  for 
employment  out  of  the  Colony ;  and  an  analysis  of  the  next 
return  will  show  that  this  could  be  no  other  tiian  the  Bank  of 
Australasia. 


*  The  sum  raised  by  taxation  btong  215^S3/.  out  of  a  total  of  dS7f925<. 
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The  quarterly  totak  of  the  most  important  figures  in  the     Taskasia. 
banking  return  for  1874  were  as  follows : —  — " 


Assets. 

Liabilities. 

Specie 

and 
Bullion* 

Balances 

due  from 

o^er 

Banks. 

Debts  due 
to  Banks. 

Notes  in 

Cireolar 

tion. 

Deposits. 

Ist  quarter    - 
2nd  quarter    - 
8rd  quarter    - 
4th  quarter    - 

258,696 
248,816 
240,815 
288,184 

86,393 
94,708 
50,331 
48,864 

1,040,988 
1,105,7^ 
1,165,789 
1,197,752 

111,856 
116,848 
108^082 

107,487 

£ 

967,852 

1,058^737 

1,076,092 

1,106,101 

Mean      - 

245,490 

68^24 

1,127,549 

111,306 

1,062,195 

For  1873  they  were — 


1st  quarter  - 

2nd  quarter  - 

8rd  quarter  - 

4th  quaiter  - 

Mean 


229,026 
257,185 
258,825 
251,134 


249,030 


77,656 
80,088 
63,015 
35,171 


68,970 


906,U7 
908,216 
922,208 
986,187 


930,689 


91,768 

97,816 

86,892 

101,851 


97,079 


827,737 
878,895 
870480 

858,784 


857,524 


While  the  specie  and  bullion  decHned  by  3^540/.,  or  1*42  per 
cent«  the  balances  due  increased  by  4^854/.,  or  7'59  per  cent.>  the 
debts  due  to  the  banks  by  196^60/^  or  21-15  per  cent.^  the  notes 
in  circulation,  by  14,227,  or  14*62  per  cent^and  the  deposits  by 
1 94,67 1Z.>  or  22*70  per  cent  The  small  decrease  in  the  specie  as 
compared  with  the  large  extendon  of  the  general  business  is  quite 
anomalous,  but  a  comparison  of  the  business  of  the  two  Engjish 
banks  show  how  it  occurred.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose to  take  the  December  quarter,  there  being  no  material 
difference  in  the  four  quarters — 


Assets. 

Liabilities. 

Specie,  ftc. 

Debts  due 
to  Banks. 

Notes. 

Deposits. 

Union  Bank  of  Australia 

72,005 
74,525 

25,782 
258,581 

10,388 
28,875 

a 

184,811 
285,218 

The  small  amount  of  debts  due  and  of  notes  in  circulation  in 
the  former  case,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  deposits,  shows 
that  the  business  of  the  bank  was  principally  confined  to  receiyii^ 
depofiots ;  and  the  increased  rate  of  interest  ofiered  is  conedstent 
only  with  the  suppositioii  befiore  mentioned — that  money  was  sent 
out  of  the  Colony  to  some  other  country  where  it  could  be  turned 
to  greater  profit 

o  2 
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Tasmaiiu.        The  returns  of  the  savinge  banks  for  the  years  1873  and  1874 
— ~        give  the  following  results : — 


Average 
Assets. 

Average  liabilities. 

Total 

Deposits 

daring 

Tear. 

Total 

Year. 

In 
Mortgages 

and 
Debentures. 

Deposits. 

Amount 

to  Credit  of 

Profit  and 

Loss. 

Bepajments 
during 
Year. 

1878 
1874 

222,814 
249,058 

244,927 
270,816 

1,027 
1,508 

140,906 
158,851 

115,409 
141,191 

The  increases  per  cent,  in  the  latter  year  were — 

On  investments     -  -  -  -     11*78 

On  amount  at  credit  of  depositors  -  -     10*57 

On  profit  and  loss  ...    46*35 

On  deposits  during  year    ...     12*38 

On  repayments  during  year  -  -    22*40 

The  increase  on  profit  and  loss  was  very  large,  and  greater 

than  that  in  the  preceding;  year,  1873,  whidi  was  42*05  per  cent. 

The  increase  on  deposits  during  the  year  was,  however,  less  than 

that  in  1873,  which  was  16*39  per  cent     llie  large  increase  on 

repayments,  as  compared  with  that  for  1873  (5*79  per  cent.),  is 

easily  accounted  for  in  connexion  with  the  increase  of  deposits  in 

the  ordinary  banks,  by  the  fistct  that  the  latter  offered  a  higher 

rate  of  interest  for  moneys  lodged  for  12  months,  and  thus  must 

have  caused  the  withdrawal  of  considerable  sums  from  the  savings 

banks.     In  1874  on  the  average  amount  on  mort^a^  there  was 

a  decrease  of  11,144/.,  while  on  the  sums  investea  in  debentures 

and  Treasury  bills  there  was  an  increase  of  37,3882L 

The  number  of  accounts  open  on  3l8t  August,  in  1873  and 
1874  respectively,  was: — 


Tears. 

Above  100/. 

50/LtolOO/. 

10/.  to  50/. 

Under  10/. 

Total. 

1878 
1874 

886 
980 

804 
989 

2,198 
2,461 

5,878 
5,812 

9,256 
10,142 

The  increase  per  cent  bdng : — 
Above  100/, 
60i  to  100/. 
10/.  to  60i 
Under  lOi: 
And  on  the  total,  9*57  per  cent 


4*97 
16.79 
12*22 
8*17 
The  number  of  new  accounts 


opened  during  the  year  ended  3l8t  August  was  at  the  rate  of 
22*56  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  precemng  year.  The  number 
of  accounts  closed  exceeded  the  corresponding  number  in  that 
year  by  10*77  per  cent 
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The  number  and  amount  of  post  office  money  orders  issued     Tasmania. 
and  paid  in  the  last  two  years  was  : —  ""~ 


Issued. 

Paid. 

Tears. 

Nomber. 

Amount. 

Number. 

Amount. 

1878 
1874 

6,572 
7,131 

24,198 
27,063 

5,584 
5,908 

21,108 
22,667 

The  increases  per  cent,  being; — 
On  the  number  K 


On  the  amount 


{ 


Paid 

Issued 

Paid 


8-61 

11-86 

6-76 

7-39 


The  public  debt  of  the  Colony  on  3l8t  December  1874  was 
1,476,700/.,  of  which  62,000/.  consisted  of  Treasury  bills  redeem- 
able in  1876,  and  the  remainder  of  debentures,  redeemable  partly 
in  Hobart  Town  and  partly  in  London,  at  various  dates,  from 
1876  to  1902.  There  were  also  debentures  to  the  amount  of 
72,300/.  authorised  but  not  issued.  The  actual  indebtedness  per 
head  of  estimated  population  was  14/.  3^.  6(/.,  being  |d  less  than 
in  1873. 

IV. — Establishment  maintained,  &c.  by  Government 

The  return  relating  to  the  Post  Office  shows  that  there  were 
received  in  1874 : — 

Letters  ....    1,204,062 

Packets  ....         60,060 

Newspapers    -  -  -  -       727,863 

and  that  there  were  despatched, — 

Letters           ....  1,282,864 

Packets           ....  34,617 

Newspapers    -            -            -            -  990,688 

The  rates  of  increase,  and  number  per  head  of  population,  were 
as  follows : — 


Beoeiyed. 

Despatched. 

Xietters. 

Packets. 

News- 
papers. 

Letters. 

Packets. 

News- 
papers. 

Rates  of  Increase  in  1874  - 
Number  per  head  in  1874  - 

12-28 
11*56 

86*26 
0-48 

8-87 
6*99 

9-58 
12*29 

11-91 
0-88 

0-45 
9*51 
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TAgMAwu.  During  the  year,  the  number  of  post  offices  and  receiytDg- 
houses  was  increased  bj  nine ;  of  persons  employed  also  by  nine ; 
and  of  miles  of  post  roads  by  50.  The  revenue  increased  by 
1^200/.^  and  the  expenditure,  in  consequence  of  the  additional  cost 
of  conveying  the  intercolonial  mails,  by  3^210/. 

By  the  electric  telegraph  were  transmitted  during  the  year 
30,301  paid  messages,  and  7,789  free,  as  being  on  public  service. 
On  the  total  number  of  paid  messages  there  was  an  increase,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  18*55  per  cent,  and  on  the 
amount  received,  7*80  per  cent  On  the  number  of  messages 
transmitted  on  public  service  there  was  a  decrease  of  1,933,  or 
19*88  per  cent  The  increase  on  the  messages  by  land  lines  was. 
4,109,  or  26*03  per  cent,  on  liiose  by  submarine  cable  633,  or 
6*48  per  cent  The  total  number  of  messages  transmitted,  of  all 
kinds,  including  shipping  messages,  estimated  at  4,000,  was  42,090, 
against  39,281  in  1873, 

The  number  of  miles  of  telegraph  open  on  3l8t  December 
1874  was  291 ;  in  course  of  construction,  205. 

On  the  Launceston  and  Western  Railway  there  were  conveyed 
during  the  year: — ^Passengers,  91,264;  goods,  24,802  tons,  the 
passengers  showing  an  increase  on  the  number  in  1873  of  8,341, 
or  10*06  per  cent ;  the  goods  a  decrease  of  481  tons,  or  1*90  per 
cent.  The  passenger  traffic  has  been  steadily  increaeing,  the 
niunbers  in  the  last  three  vears  having  been — 1872,  63,647  ;  1873, 
82,923  ;  1874,  91,264 ;  the  average  per  train  being  respectively 
39*6,  44*01,  and  48*14 ;  and  the  average  per  train  nule,  0'88, 
0*99,  and  1*07.  The  tonnage  of  goods  in  the  same  years  was 
18,111,  25,283,  and  24,802;  the  average  tons  per  train,  11*3, 
13*5,  and  13*2;  and  per  train  mile  0*25,  0*3,  and  0*29. 

The  receipts  of  the  railway  were  in  1874  18,3251  4*.  lOi,  or 
3s.  10*7 (/  per  train  mile,  the  working  expenses  15,627^1  18^.  Sd., 
or  3*.  3*85rf.  per  train  mile,  being  at  the  rate  of  347i  5«.  7^(1  per 
mile  of  railway  open,  besides  which  there  were  losses  by  fire  to 
the  extent  of  758^  5s.  5d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  revenue 
of  1,939/.  0*.  9d.  The  revenue  per  train  for  1873  was  4^.  l-02rf. ; 
for  1872  was  Ss.  9'24:d.  The  expenditure  p«r  train  mile  was — in 
1873,  3*.  3*15d ;  in  1872,  3*.  9*76rf. 

The  total  number  of  miles  travelled  in  1874  was  1,612,173, 
against  1,423,671  in  1873,  being  13*24  per  cent,  in  excess.  The 
average  distance  over  which  each  passenger  travelled  was,  in  1874, 
17*66  miles ;  in  1873,  17*17,  an  increase  of  2*77  per  cent 

The  foUoviing  statement  affords  all  the  information  which  is 
likely  to  be  of  any  interest  in  regard  to  our  very  modest  esta- 
blishment for  the  propagation  and  distribution  of  acclimatised 
fish: — 
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Retubn  showing  the  distribution  of  Oya  and   Fby  from   the     Taoiaiiu. 

Bbeedikg  Fonds,  Biyeb  Plentt,  during  the  year  ending        

SlBt  December,  1874. 

Ova.'' 

Salmon  trout — Launceston            -            -  600 

Brown  trout  — Ditto         ...  6,300 

„              Western  Australia             -  800 

„              New  South  Wales              -  250 

„              Victoria    ...  3,650 

,,              New  Zeabind         -            -  800 


Total        .  -  12,300 


- 

187 

. 

125 

. 

100 

- 

200 

• 

612 

^^1. 

£ 

«.  d. 

79 

5     0 

10 

0  0 

Fry. 
Brown  trout  —  Hobart  Town 
„  River  Styx 

„  River  Plenty 

„  Northern  Rivers 

Total 


Licenses  to  fish  for  trout 
Ova  sold        -  -  - 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  under  punishment  in  the 
penal  establieSments  during  1874  was  540,  of  whom  380,  or  70*37 
per  cent  had  been  Imperial  convicts.  The  net  cost  of  these 
establishments  was  19,2427.  12^.  9^^.,  of  which  13,947Z.  14^  9d. 
was  borne  by  the  Colonial  Government,  and  5,294^  18^.  by  the 
Imperial. 

The  hospitals  had  an  average  of  143  patients  during  the  year, 
and  caused  a  net  expenditure  of  6,183il  Is.  6cf.,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  was  chargeable  to  the  Colonial  Government.  In  these 
are  not  included  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at  New  Norfolk,  the 
cost  of  which  was  6,231Z.  16s.  2d,  of  which  7662.  3^.  llcf.  was 
apportioned  to  the  Imperial  Government.  The  average  number 
of  lunatics  and  idiots  maintuned  during  the  year  was  353,  200 
of  whom,  or  56*66  per  cent.,  had  been  Imperial  convicts.  Of 
these  353  lunatics,  270  were  kept  at  New  Norfolk,  and  83  at 
Port  Arthur.  Calculating  the  proportion  of  expense  at  Port 
Arthur  from  the  rate  per  head,  the  total  cost  incurred  oh  account 
of  lunatics  in  1874  would  be  8,616/1  6^.  Id. 

The  pauper  establishments  include  the  Queen's  Asylum  for 
destitute  children,  the  Cascades  for  males  and  females,  the  New 
Town  Institution  for  females,  the  Invalid  Dep6t,  Launceston,  and 
,tlie  Brickfields  for  males,  and  the  benevolent  societies  at  Hobart 
Town  and  Launceston.     The  average  daily  number  of  paupers  in 

*  One  thousand  brown  trout  ova  were  collected  from  the  Riyer  Plenty,  and  the 
produce  placed  in  the  lills  at  the  tnreeding  ponds,  for  the  pmpose  of  inoreasmg  the 
stock  of  breeding  fish. 
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Tabxahu.     tbe  Government  InstitutioDS  was  1,001,  the  net  cost  of  whom  for 

the  year  was  13,256i  Ss.  Id.    Of  the  adults  (761)  666,  or  86*36 

per  cent  have  been  Imperial  convicts.  The  benevolent  societies 
relieved  387  adults,  and  666  children  during  the  jear,  at  a  net 
expense  of  1,402Z.  4t.  10^  the  Government  contributing 
l,064il  6s,  Id,  and  private  individuals  607/.  6«.  7e/.  Indepen- 
dently of  these  institutions,  the  treasurer  disbursed  the  suni  of 
8,866 Jl  10^.  Ic^  in  out-door  relie£  Including  the  boys'  home,  but 
excluding  the  industrial  school  for  females  and  the  ragged  schools, 
which  are  rather  educational  than  eleemosynary  institutions,  the 
whole  expenditure  borne  by  the  Colony  for  charitable  objects 
(including  hospitals),  was  33,934/.  7^.  5d 

The  industrial  school  received  from  Government  398/.  \2s.  5d., 
and  the  ragged  schools  300/.  The  averase  dsilj  number  of 
children  maintained  at  the  former  was  36,  ana  the  average  number 
in  daily  attendance  at  the  latter  363. 

As  compared  with  the  year  1873,  the  outdoor  relief  in  1874 
increased  by  53L  178.  9d.  The  amount  of  relief  dispensed  by 
the  benevolent  societies  was,  on  the  contrary,  considerably  less. 

The  next  returns  are  those  of  the  Boyal  Society  and  Public 
Library.  The  amount  of  Government  aid  granted  to  the  former 
was  600/.  The  number  of  visits  recorded  as  having  been  made 
to  the  Society's  museum  was  16,466,  and  to  the  gardens  38,508^ 
being  in  excess  of  those  in  1873.  The  number  of  visits  to  the 
Public  Library,  as  stated  in  the  returns,  was  smaller  by  852  than 
in  1873.  This  does  not  prove,  however,  that  the  actud  use  made 
of  the  library  was  less,  because  a  considerable  proportion  of 
persons  will  always  neglect  to  record  their  visits,  and  that  pro- 
portion may  happen  to  be  greater  in  one  year  than  another. 

The  roTad  trusts  had  3,07 6 1  miles  of  roads  under  their  control; 
they  raised  16,7987.  16«.  2^d.  by  rates  and  toUs;  they  received 
6,670/.  17^.  5d.  from  Government;  they  had  balances  in  hand  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  6,486/1  75.  6d. ;  their 
aggregate  revenue  being  27,966/.  1*.  O^rf.  They  expended  in 
salaries  1,031/.  1^.  4J. ;  on  roads,  directly,  19,212^  7^.  3^.;  in 
other  ways,  3,290/.  Ids.  6rf.,  making  a  total  of  23,634i  2s.  l^d. 
There  was  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of 
2,462/.105.  3(/.  on  rates  and  tolls,  and  of  4,170/.  7s.  S^d.  in  the 
total  revenue.  Tbe  sums  contributed  by  the  Treasury  amounted 
to  1,322/.  Is.  7d.  less  than  in  1873.  The  collective  balance  in 
hand  on  let  January  1874,  as  shown  by  the  returns  rendered  to 
me  for  that  year,  appears  to  be  6,486/.  7s.  6(/.,  while  for  those 
furnished  for  1873  it  amounted  to  only  4,946/.  9^.  4r£,  a  difference 
of  640/.  ISs.  Id  The  existence  of  such  a  difference,  where  there 
ought  not  to  be  any,  shows  the  need  of  some  effectual  check  upon 
the  accounts.  An  audit,  so  called  by  persons  who  are  not  skiUed 
accountants,  or  experienced  in  account  keeping,  is  little  better 
than  useless.  Without  such  a  check  it  is  simply  impossible,  how- 
ever much  trouble  we  may  take,  to  be  sure  that  the  information 
supplied  for  statistical  purposes  is  correct  On  the  total  expen- 
diture there  was  an  increase  of  4,693/.  17^.  lO^d.     The  amount 
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spent  directly  upon  roads  was  greater  by  6,379/.  6*.  9rf.,  while  the     Tasmanu. 

indirect  outlay  for  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  was  685/.  7*.  10^.         

less. 

The  accounts  of  the  two  bridge  trusts  require  no  special  com- 
ment. Theur  revenue  amounted  to  2,967il  10^.  2d.;  their 
disbursements  to  2,82721  lis.  3d 

The  municipalities  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston  assessed 
the  annual  value  of  property  within  their  limits  at  161,5S9L,  being 
1,183/.  more  than  in  1873 ;  ihey  raised  24,125/.  9s.  9cL  from  rates  ; 
they  had  a  total  revenue  of  37,037/.  13^.  lid,;  and  an  aggregate 
expenditure  of  36,506/.  12^.  9cL  On  the  revenue  there  was  an 
increase  of  794/.  4^.  3^2.;  on  the  expenditure,  an  increase  of 
1,216/.  28.  3c/.  The  taxation  in  the  pound  at  Hobart  Town  was 
9s.  Hd. ;  at  Launceston,  3s.  3d. 

The  rural  municipalities  assessed  the  annual  value  of  property 
within  their  boundaries  at  341,541/.^  the  rates  levied  being  from 
6d.  to  9d.  in  the  pound  on  private  property.  The  amount  pro- 
duced by  these  rates  was  11,570/.  14^.  4|c/. ;  their  aggregate 
revenue  was  19,524/.  16^.  4|dl;  their  expenditure  for  police, 
11,432/.  5s.  lOd.;  for  other  ssdaries,  4,064/.,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, 4,049/.  Os.  6Jrf.,  beinff  in  the  whole,  19,545/.  6s.  ^d.  On 
the  revenue  there  was  a  decrease  of  857/.  4s.  d^d. ;  and  on  the 
expenditure  a  decrease  of  776/.  6^.  l^d. 

The  annual  valuation  of  landed  property  in  1874,  as  shown  by 
the  valuation  rolls,  was  598,787i  The  corresponding  value  in 
1873  was  assessed  at  601,538J1,  or  2,751/.  more.  The  decrease 
arises  out  of  a  reduction  in  the  district  of  Kingston  from  25,396/. 
to  19,498/.,  a  difference  of  5,898/. 

V. — Crown  Lands,  Agriculture,  Jkc. 

The  Crown  lands  sold  in  1874  were — 

No.                 A.  B.  p. 

County  lots            -             -    260      -  72,736  0  28 

Town  and  suburban  lots    -     109      -           550  3  32 


369  73,287     0     20 

producing  a  sum  of  85,748/.  I5s.  6d.  The  county  lands  averaged 
1/.  2s,  l^d.  per  acre,  the  town  and  suburban  lands,  91  lOs.  Free 
grants  under  different  Acts  were  made  of  3,231  acres. 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  for  1873>we  find  an  increase 
of  5  in  the  number,  of  31,152  in  the  acreage,  and  of  38,942il  in 
the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold.  The  county  lots  of  and 
under  500  acres  were  fewer  by  45  than  in  1873,  and  the  area  was 
smaller  by  2,729  acres.  On  the  lots  over  500  acres  there  was  an 
increase  of  23  (the  number  in  1874  being  nearly  three  times  that 
in  1873),  and  in  the  acreage,  of  33,814.  There  were  increases  on 
the  average  price  per  acre — of  county  lands,  of  1*.  4  Jd ;  of  town 
lands,  of  2/.  4^.  4td. 

There  were  leased,  in  Tasmania  itself,  545,848  acres ;  in  the 
Islands,  802,552  acres;  producing  a  rental  of  5,898/.  lOs,  Id. 
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On  the  land  under  lease  for  pastoral  purposes  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  304,012  acres^  and  on  the  rental  derived  therefrom  a 
decrease  of  197/.  4«.  6d.  Considering  that  the  decided  tendeiu^ 
was  to  give  more  attention  to  wool-growing  and  stock-rearing,  and 
less  to  agriculture,  such  a  circumstance  is  quite  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  and  since  the  figures  for  1874  were,  as  I  am  given  to 
uiuierBtand,  carefully  revised,  leads  to  the  inference  that  there  must 
have  been  some  error  in  the  previous  return* 

During  1874  there  were  issued — 741  miners'  rights,  13  business 
licenses,  3  gold  mining  leases,  covering  together  22a.  3r,  36p. ; 
there  were  granted  1  prospecting  claim,  and  2  prospecting  areas; 
and  2  machinery  areas  were  registered ;  and  the  amount  received 
was  522Z.  0^.  2d.  In  1873  only  198  miners'  rights  were  issued, 
1  water  right,  and  10  business  licenses ;  2  leases  were  executed ; 
and  the  amount  received  was  only  476/.  1^.  9d.  The  cause  of  this 
improvement  was  the  re-opening  of  some  of  the  mines  at  Nine  Mile 
Springs,  leading  to  the  discovery  of  stone  of  exceptional  richness. 
At  the  end  of  1874  there  were  in  force,  in  excess  of  the  numbers 
at  the  end  of  1873,  643  miners'  rights,  1  water  right,  3  business 
licenses,  5  leases  comprehending  50^.  Ir.  18p.,  2  machinery  areas, 
of  2  acres  each ;  while  2  prospecting  areas  were  relinquished. 

Leases  of  mineral  lands  are  taken  up  chiefly  on  speculation,  and 
freely  abandoned  when  the  first  excitement  is  over.  In  1873 
iron  neld  the  *'  pride  of  place  "  in  popular  favour,  20  leases,  with 
an  area  of  1,488  acres,  having  been  granted;  in  1874  the  ^^iron 
age  *'  had  passed  away,  only  5  leases,  with  an  area  of  192a.  3r., 
having  been  granted,  and  tin  became  the  favourite,  16  leases, 
whose  area  was  1,279  acres,  having  been  taken  up,  against  5,  and 
400  acres,  in  1873.  Five  leases  for  coal,  and  4  for  slate,  were 
also  issued  in  1874.  The  number  of  leases  of  mineral  land  in 
force  at  the  end  of  that  year  was  66 ;  namely,  iron  and  tin,  each 
22;  coal,  6;  slate,  5;  Ume,  1;  the  total  area  4,236  acres;  and 
the  total  rental  received,  1,036/.  1 6*.  3d, ;  the  rental  received  for 
new  leases  granted  during  the  year  being  489/.  6*.  3rf. 

The  agricultural  and  live  stock  returns  were  published  this  year 
on  June  15,  a  month  earlier  than  last  year.  They  might  have 
been  brought  out  a  week  earlier,  had  the  returns  for  Clarence  and 
Bichmond  been  received.  The  collector  for  Clarence  has  accounted 
for  the  delay  by  stating  that  he  was  waiting  for  the  return  of  some 
of  the  producers'  schedules ;  but  from  Bichmond  no  explanation 
has  been  received. 

The  acreage  in  the  principal  crops  for  the  last  three  years  is 
shown  below : — 


Tears. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

Hops. 

1872-8 
1873-4 
1874-5 

62,390 
58,610 
57,638 

5,751 
6,440 
6,129 

27,878 
26,750 
32,704 

7,518 
7,910 
6,978 

88,268 
26,406 
30,486 

661 
664 
656 
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It  wiU  be  seen  that  only  in  oats  was  there  an  increase.  The 
declension  is  due  principally  to  two  causes ;  1.  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  labour,  and  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  wages ;  2.  The 
rise  in  the  price  of  wool ;  both  combined  making  it  more  to  the 
interest  of  the  landholder  to  grow  wool  than  agricultural  produca 
In  the  land  under  peas,  beans,  and  tares  there  was  a  decrease  of 
601  acres  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year ; 
while  the  acreage  occupied  by  root  crops  (turnips,  carrots,  mangold 
wurzel,  and  onions),  was  larger  by  787,  nearly  36  per  cent.  There 
were  also  decreases  under  the  head  of  gardens  and  orchards,  green 
forage,  permanent  artificial  ^n^es  (imder  which  term  is  included 
all  land  which  has  been  laid  down  in  grass,  and  has  not  relapsed 
into  a  state  of  nature,  as  distinguished  from  natural  or  "bush'' 
pastures),  bare  fallow,  and  "  all  other  cultivated  land."  Under 
the  head  of  "new  land  broken  up'"  there  is  an  increase  of  274 
acres ;  under  "  rotation  of  crops,"  there  appears  to  be  a  decrease  of 
4,228  acres.  This  I  believe  to  be  apparent  only,  and  to  arise 
from  the  better  understanding  of  the  term.  So  much  had  this 
important  point  in  husbandry  been  neglected,  that  for  some  years 
.  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  farmers  and  some  collectors  to 
comprehend  even  what  was  meant  by  it. 

Although  the  breadth  of  land  in  crop  was  in  most  cases  less 
than  in  1873-4,  the  yield  in  every  case,  except  that  of  tobacco, 
hops,  and  apples,  was  considerably  greater.  This  will  be  best 
seen  by  showing  in  one  view  the  average  produce  of  the  principal 
crops  for  the  last  three  years : — 


Tammaxia. 


Years. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Potatoes. 

flay. 

Hops. 

Budiels. 

BoBheU. 

Bushels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Lbs. 

1872-8 

17-63 

23-04 

25-00 

4-21 

1-44 

1503*42 

1873-4 

15-66 

20-14 

20-78 

3-17 

1-15 

1261-93 

1874-6* 

18-51 

24-47 

26-83 

3-75 

1-35 

1287-42 

The  season  of  1874-5  was  a  favourable  one,  the  rain  fall  at  Hobart 
Town  having  been  in  excess  of  that  of  the  preceding  year ;  though 
the  reports  speak  of  the  effects  of  drought  upon  the  crops  at 
Campbell  Town,  Fingal,  and  Horton.  Grub,  wire-worm,  and 
blight,  as  well  as  rabbits,  were  also  destructive  in  some  districts. 
It  will  be  useful  to  compare  these  yields  with  those  of  other 


*  It  should  here  be  noted  that  a  somewhat  different  system  of  nAlnnlftt^fg  the 

Sneral  average  hi  this  year  has  been  adopted.  In  the  previoos  years  the  sum  of 
e  averages  was  foimd  and  divided  by  the  nnmber  for  the  mean ;  for  1S74-5  the 
total  area  was  di^nded  by  the  total  produce.  I^perienoe  has  shown  that  the  latter 
method  is  the  more  exact.  The  average  of  hops  for  the  two  years  pre^ooof  to 
1 874-6,  af  shown  above,  has  been  rocalcolated  on  this  principle. 
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Tasmahia.    countries.    For  Victoria,  N.  S.  Wales,  and  Western  Australia 
"■^        the  average  is  for  three  years.* 


Ck>imtrie8. 

Wheat. 

Bariej. 

Oats. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

BaimiH. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Victoria  (1878-5')       - 

14-9 

20*23 

17-9 

8-3 

1-8 

N.  S.  Wales  (1872-4)  - 

14-74 

17*88 

19-67 

3-0 

— 

S.  Aastraliaf  - 

9-15 

12-21 

18-55 

3-36 

— . 

Western         Australia 

1103 

14-51 

15-73 

2-35 

.. 

(1871-8). 

New  Zealand  (1872-3) 

23*35 

21-45 

26-89 

4-22 

— • 

FOBKION. 

Bushels. 

Holland  (1871) 

23-2 

39-1 

45-3 

116-6 



Spain  (1857)  - 
Norway  (1870) 

23-3 

24-3 

— 

— 

— 

22-1 

80-3 

35-7 

259-1 

— 

Belgium  (1866) 

20-3 

34-9 

41-2 

— 

— 

France  (1872) 

19-3 

21-5 

28-2 

101-8 

— 

Wnrtemburg  (1872)   - 

18-4 

24-7 

28-4 

69-8 

— 

Prussia  (1867) 

171 

25- 1 

32-9 

— 

— 

United  States  (1872)  - 

12-0 

19-2 

30-2 

S5-3 

"■^ 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Tasmania  is  more  productive  than  any 
of  the  other  Australasian  Colonies,  excepting  New  Zealand. 

Some  progress  was  made,  in  the  face  of  all  discouragements, 
in  the  use  of  manures,  in  drainage,  and  in  the  employment  of 
machinery,  to  which  I  shall  have  again  to  refer.  Of  the  latter,  a 
good  criterion  is  the  number  of  acres  of  wheat  reaped  by  machine, 
and  by  hand,  in  the  last  three  years,  which  was  as  follows : — 

By  Machine.  By  Hand. 

1872-3  .  -     2,389     -  -     60,001 

1873-4  -  -    5,728     -  -     62,882 

1874-5  .  -     9,624     -  -    48,109 

The  proportion  reaped  by  machine  in  these  years  was  there* 
fore  3-83,  9-77,  and  16*62  per  cent  respectively  of  the  total 
acreage. 

The  mean  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  as  returned  on  31st 
March  1876,  were  generally  lower  than  those  of  the  previoos 
year.  The  following  were,  however,  higher : — Turnips,  carrots, 
manffel  wurzel,  hay,  tobacco,  and  hops. 

The  return  of  machines  worked  by  horse  and  steam  used  for 
agricultural  purposes  shows  that  considerable  progress  was  being 
made  in  this  respect,  notwithstanding  that  there  appear  6  steam 

*  The  above  figures,  with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to  wheat,  oats,  potatoes, 
and  hay  in  Victoria,  are  taken  from  the  agricoltnial  returns  published  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  England.  The  ayerage  produce  per  acre  is  not  given  in  the  statistics  of 
New  South  Wales ;  in  Queensland,  not  even  the  gross  prince.  This  is  a  good 
example  of  the  difficulties  in  making  comparisons  caused  by  the  i^>sence  of  uniformity 
in  statistics,  and  of  the  desirability  of  redndn^  figures  into  such  a  form  (per-centages, 
averages,  &c.)  that  they  may  at  once  be  employed  for  comparative  purposes,  without 
the  labour  and  expenditure  of  time  necessary  if  the  calculations  had  to  be  made  when- 
ever the  results  were  required. 

t  Average  of  four  years,  1871-4.    In  two  of  these  years  the  yield  was  very  low. 
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engines  of  64  horse-power  and  20  hay  elevators  less  than  in  1874.     TAsiiANu. 
For,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  the  following  increases : —  "■"" 


Worked 


Clod  crashers - 

Chsffcntteis  -  -  . 

Colttyators     ... 

ComcmshexB 

Hay  rakes      .  .  - 

Horse  hoes,  &c. 

Lift  and  force  pumps  - 

Moirmg  machhies 

Beaping  machines 

Beaper  and  mower  combined  - 

PloQgh  (snbsoil) 

Sowing  machines 

Threshing  machines    - 


Bj  Horse. 

By  Steam. 

1 

50 

1 

15 

— 

3 

8 

IS 

_ 

58 

_ 

9 

6 

15 

.. 

27 

.. 

48 



47 

.^ 

S 

._ 

5 

7 

The  number  of  live  stock  returned  on  31st  March  last,  with 
the  increase  on  the  numbers  for  the  preceding  year,  are  shown 

below: — 

Number,  1875.  Increase. 


Horses 

23,208     - 

696 

Homed  cattle 

-      110,450    - 

-       4,142 

Sheep 

.  1,714,168     - 

-   223,422 

Goats 

2,679     - 

378 

Pigs 

-        61,468     - 

— 

Pigs  are  the  only  description  of  stock  in  which  there  was  a 
decrease.  The  diminution  amounted  to  8,160.  The  cause  is  not 
explained,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  is  any 
error  in  the  returns,  since  the  deficiency  is  not  found  in  one  or 
two  districts  only,  but  is  pretly  equally  distributed  over  the 
whole. 

The  number  of  live  stock  imported  and  the  number  slaughtered 
at  the  public  slaughter-houses  in  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston 
in  1874  was — 

Imported, 

Sheep  -  .  .  .    20,834 

Homed  cattle  ...         784 


Slaughtered, 


Sheep 

Homed  cattle 
Pigs 


67,329 
8,230 
6,161 


Compared  with  the  numbers  in  1873,  there  were  increases — 
On  sheep :  imported,  7,596 ;  slaughtered,  7,099 ;  on  pigs,  604. 
There  were  decreases — On  homed  cattle:  imported,  137;  slaugh- 
tered, 609. 
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Tasxahu.  The  reports  of  the  collectors  speak  of  the  difficultgr  of  obtunii^ 
"""^  labour  in  the  country  districts,  aiid  show  that  this  is  at  least  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  increase  of  sheep,  since  at  d«  {ureeent  price 
of  wool,  it  is  more  convenient  and  profitable  to  feed  sheep  and 
cattle  than  to  cultivate  for  crops.  The  increase  in  the  land  appro- 
priated to  stock  feeding  of  course  implies  a  corresponding  reduc- 
ti(m  in  the  area  under  crop.  The  collectors  also  note  an  increase 
in  the  use  of  machinery  at  Evandale,  Glamorgan,  Longford,  and 
Westbury.  At  Longford  reaping  machines  &re  coming  into 
general  use,  and  at  Westbury  there  is  reported  to  be  **a  vast 
**  improvement.  The  double-furrow  plough,  reaping,  and  mowing 
<<  machines  are  much  used  in  the  district."  At  New  Norfolk  the 
introduction  of  subsoil  ploughs  is  noticed.  Fallowing  and  the  use 
and  conservation  of  manures  are  mentioned  as  coming  into  YOgoe 
at  Glamorgan,  Oatlands,  Richmond,  Hamilton,  and  Longford. 
In  view  of  the  tendency  to  substitute  pastoral  for  agricultun^ 
operations,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  underCToond  dndnK 
age  would  receive  increased  attention ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  find 
that  in  the  New  Norfolk  district  a  trial  has  been  made,  though 
on  a  small  scale,  and  th€  consequence  is  stated  to  be^  that  ^  the 
'^  ground  can  be  Buocessfnlly  cultivated  now,  whereas  previously 
'^  to  its  being  drained,  it  could  not  be  depended  on/'  ^Tli^ 
*'  result,"  I  am  informed,  •'is  very  satisfactory."  Draining  (I 
presume  on  the  surface)  is  noticed  also  at  Oatlands  and  Spring 
Bay. 

I  am  dad  to  hear  that  at  Green  Ponds  one  individual  is 
devoting  nimself  assiduously  to  horse  breeding.  Improvements 
in  the  breed  of  cattle  and  dieep  are  reported  at  Hamilton,  Eling- 
borough.  Port  Sorell,  Westbury,  and  Longford;  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  at  Spring  Bay  ''there  is  evidently  much  more  care 
"  bestowed  on  the  washing  and  sorting  of  wool  than  farmeaij 
"  was  the  practice.  There  has  also  been  an  increased  derae 
"  generally  to  obtrai  a  better  class  of  sheep  by  using  the  best 
"  rams  procurable."  It  appears  plain  that  the  ener^es  of  those 
who  form  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  classes  were  devoted  prin<- 
cipaDy  and  increasingly  to  the  rearing  and  improvement  of  stock  ; 
and  t^re  does  seem  to  have  been  an  impcnrtant  advance  in  this 
direction. 

VI. — Law,  Crime,  ^c. 

The  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  continued  to  de- 
crease, having  been  only  120  In  1874,  while  it  was  125  in  1873^ 
123  in  1872,  137  in  1871,  and  238  in  1866. 

The  number  tried  in  the  superior  courts,  that  is  in  the  supreme 
court,  and  in  the  recorder's  court  at  Launceston,  in  1874,  was  81, 
of  whom  63  were  convicted,  and  18  acquitted.  Of  these  81,  65 
were  charged  with  felonies^  16  with  misdemeancMS ;  and  of  tiieir 
offences,  27  were  against  the  person,  and  54  against  property. 
In  1873  the  number  tried  was  101,  convicted  75 ;  in  1672,  tried 
108,  convicted  82. 
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The  total  number  of  ordinary  cases  dealt  with  in  the  magistrates' 
courts  in  1874  was  6^513^  against  7,308  in  1873>  and  6,321  in 

1872.  Curiously  enough,  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness 
tried  was  exactly  the  same  (1,474)  in  1873  and  1874.  Adding 
the  number  of  convictions  obtained  and  the  orders  for  payment  of 
money  made  in  the  three  years  the  sum  will  be — ^in  1872,  4,464; 
in  1873^  5,193 ;  and  in  1874, 4,693.  The  corresponding  numbers 
in  the  three  preceding  years  were  in  1871, 4,725  ;  in  1870, 5,056 ; 
and  in  1869,  5,202.    Notwithstanding  the  excess  of  cases  in 

1873,  the  general  tendency,  it  will  be  observed,  was  towards  a 
diminution  of  offences. 

Besides  the  ordinary  magisterial  cases,  there  were  2,389  of  non- 
payment of  the  Launceston  and  Western  Railway  Bate,  which 
resulted  in  1,952  orders  being  made  for  payment 

There  were  again  no  executions  in  1874.  The  last  execution 
was  in  1870. 

In  carder  to  facilitate  comparison  of  these  figures  with  those 
of  other  countries,  I  show  in  a  tabular  form  the  proporticms  per 
1,000  of  the  total  population  for  the  last  three  years. 


Proportion  per  1,000  of  Total 
Population. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Committed  for  trial       -           -           - 

In  snperior  courts  {^^^^:           ; 

Jn  magisterial  courts— convictions  and 
ocders  for  payment  of  money. 

1-19 

1-05 

0-80 

48-87 

1*20 

0-97 

0-72 

49*82 

1-15 

0-78 

0*60 

45-04 

The  decrease  in  the  more  serk>u8  offences  is  plain.  The 
increase  in  minor  offences  is  doutiess  traceable  to  temporary 
causes. 

The  supreme  court  in  its  ordinary  civil  jurisdiction  issued  204 
writs  of  summons,  and  tried  20  causes  in  1874,  there  being 
increases  of  22  and  1  respectively  as  compared  with  1873. 

The  civil  business  done  in  the  supreme  court  in  its  small  debts 
junadiction,  and  in  the  courts  of  requests,  in  the  last  three  years, 
was  as  under : — 


1872. 

1878. 

1874, 

Total  No.  of  {STS:?*^       : 

1^  •»<>-*  of {^u"^t^  : 

8,291 
2,008 

17,009 
8,744 

2,543 
1,606 

£ 

18377 
6,817 

2,883 
1,295 

A 

12,887 
6,878 

Probates  and  letters  of  administraticm  were  gruted  in  1874  to 
the  number  of  133,  the  value  of  the  property  Deing  swcarn  imd«r 
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TABMAmA.     255^32321     In  1873  the  number  was  only  86,  and  the  amount 
only  111,688/. 

Sixteen  petitions  in  bankruptcy  were  presented  in  1874,  against 
7  in  the  previous  year;  and  25  petitions  for  liquidation  by 
arrangement,  against  7  in  1873. 

This  great  increase^  as  is  well  known,  was  caused  by  the  failure 
of  a  large  firm  in  Launceston^  drawing  in  many  smaller  firms,  and 
occasioning  for  the  time  a  ^neral  disturbance  of  commercial 
credit  The  petitions  in  baii^uptcy  at  Launceston  and  Hobart 
Town  were  as  11  to  5,  and  the  petitions  for  liquidation  as  20  to  5. 
The  assets  and  liabilities  are  not  given  for  Hobart  Town,  but  at 
Launceston,  the  former  was  only  between  one-seventh  and  one- 
eighth  of  the  latter. 

The  mortgi^;es  in  1874  were — 

Under  the  old  system    - 
Under  the  Real  Property  Act 


No. 

£ 

219     - 

-     113,781 

121     - 

-       36,393 

340  150,174 

In  1873  tiie  corresponding  totals  were — number,  367 ;  amount 
229,411/.  The  mortgages  transferred  were  in  both  years  5 ;  the 
amount  in  1874  being  15,695/.^  in  1873^  3,550/1  Mortgages 
discharged,  in  1874,  68  ;  in  1873,  82 ;  amount,  in  1874, 21,1807. ; 
in  1873,  32,618. 

The  biUs  of  sale  were  fewer^  and  for  a  smaller  amount,  than  in 
1873^  the  %ures  being— for  1874,  149,  amount  46,0922. ;  for 
1873,  151,  and  59,762/. 

There  was  an  increase  of  49  in  the  memorials,  &c.  registered  in 
the  office  of  the  registrar  of  deeds ;  and  of  91  in  the  number  of  grant 
deeds  enrolled  in  the  supreme  court 

Inquests  were  held  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  1874  in  138 
cases,  93  being  males  and  45  females,  the  aggregate  number  being 
18  less  than  in  1873. 

The  total  police  force  in  1874  consisted  of  21  superintendents^ 
9  chief  and  9  second-class  district  constables,  26  sub-inspectors, 
17  sergeants,  160  petty  constables,  27  special  constables,  and  3 
detectives,  together  272.  The  total  cost,  as  returned  by  the 
inspector  was — Territorial,  7,956/.;  municipal,  20,797/. ;  together 
28,752/.  The  returns  furnished  by  the  munidpalities  give 
15,054/.  as  the  cost  of  their  police.  I  account  for  the  discrepancy 
by  supposing  that  they  have  in  the  latter  sum  returned  the  expen- 
diture for  Sfdaries  alone.  This  was  not  my  intention  in  drawing  out 
the  form :  I  desired  to  ascertain  the  whole  cost  of  the  police  force. 
Even  as  regards  salaries  alone,  however,  there  is  a  discrepancy 
of  2,935/.,  to  which  I  should  wish  to  direct  the  special  attention 
of  the  mayors  and  wardens,  in  order  that  it  may  be  rectified  or 
explained  next  year. 
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During  the  year  6  schools  seem  to  have  been  added  to  the         

number  under  the  board  of  education.  The  number  of  distinct 
scholars  on  the  roUs  was  12^158^  the  average  number  on  the  rolls 
being  7,970 ;  the  avenge  daily  attendance  was  5,867 ;  the 
number  entered  during  the  year  4,689 ;  the  number  who  left  2,627. 
The  teaching  staff  consisted  of  107  male  and  116  female  teachers 
and  asdstant  teachers,  and  16  male  and  23  female  pupil  teachers 
and  paid  monitors.  On  these  numbers  the  increases  were — 
distinct  scholars  on  the  rolls,  1,355 ;  average  scholars  on  the  rolls, 
923 ;  average  daily  attendance,  599 ;  number  entered,  838 ; 
teachers  and  assistant  teachers,  10 ;  pupil  teachers  and  monitors, 
7.  It  is  to  be  presumed  .that  these  increases  were  the  effect  of 
a  more  stringent  application  of  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the 
Public  Schook  Act.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  new  scholars 
was  about  22  per  cent. 

The  total  amount  granted  for  the  schools  from  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  board  was  12,8652.  16«.  %d.y  or  2/.  Zs.  lOd  for  each 
echolar,  calculated  upon  the  average  daily  attendance;  besides 
which  4,9337.  5«.  6d.  was  contribute  by  the  parents  and  friends 
of  the  children.  The  amount  borne  by  the  public  was  greater  by 
593/.  %s.  *Jd^  than  in  1873 ;  but  the  average  for  each  child  was 
3«.  lOfd:  less. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Council  of  Education  in  connexion 
with  the  Tasmanian  scholarships  and  the  degree  of  associate  of 
arts  was  960Z.  &8.  lOd.,  or  32321  lbs.  \\d.  more  than  in  1873. 
The  amount  expended  for  exhibitions  was  558/.  19^.  2d.y  or 
3/.  6«i  5d  less. 

As  regards  friendly  societies,  the  return  for  1874  shows  fewer 
members  in  consequence  of  one  lodge  having  omitted  to  state 
the  number  of  its  members.  The  receipts  exhibit  a  slight  increase, 
also  the  expenditure ;  but  the  capital  Was  augmented  by  no  more 
than  50/.  The  number  of  societies  which  filed  returns  was  2 
more  than  in  the  previous  year ;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  penalty 
for  neglect,  the  law  is  still  in  many  cases  set  at  defiance. 

VIIL—  VUal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  of  children  registered  in  1874  was 
3,097— the  increase  as  regards  the  previous  year  being  49.  The 
ratio  of  births  per  1,000  of  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
29-73. 

Of  the  cluldren  bom,  1,601  were  males,  and  1,496  females ; 
the  proportion  of  boys  to  girls  being  as  107*02  to  100.  This  is 
in  excess  of  the  average  proportion,  which  is  rather  over  104  to 
100.  Since  1865  the  preponderance  of  births  of  males  in  1874 
has  been  exceeded  in  two  years  only— 1870  and  1871 — when  it 
was  112*23  and  107*97  respectively.  These  high  ratios  are  some- 
what renuurfcable,  since  1  find  that  in  Victoria,  from  1864  to  1873, 
the  excess  never  arose  above  6*45  per  100 ;  in  Scotland,  from  1855 
to  1870,  never  above  66  per  100 ;  in  England,  from  1861  to 
1870,  never  above  4*7  per  100. 

87453.  P 
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Tammamu.  The  registered  birtha  exooeded  the  registered  deaths  by  1407. 
Including  the  one  death  unregistered^  the  deaths  were  54*57  per 
cent  of  Uie  births. 

The  deaths  registered  in  1874  numbered  1689 ;  and  one,  nn- 
roistered,  occurred  at  Port  Arthur.  The  rate  of  mortality  was 
16*22  in  every  thousand  persons  living  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
With  the  exception  of  1868,  when  it  was  1661,  the  death-rate 
has  not  been  so  high  during  the  last  nine  years.  The  deaths  of 
males  was  1022  ;  of  females,  667.  The  mortality  of  males  in  1874 
was  18*54  per  1000;  of  females,  13*59.  The  proportion  of  males 
to  females  was  therefore  as  136*38  to  100.  In  1873  it  was  only 
as  130*17  to  100.  That  is,  out  of  every  100  persons  who  died  in 
1874,  60*51  wore  males,  and  only  39*49  females;  and  of  those 
who  died  in  1873,  59*57  were  males  atid  40*43  females.  In  1872 
the  proportions  were  59*03  and  40*97  respectively.  From  this  it 
appears  that  the  mortality  of  males  in  1874  was  eKoeptionally 

J^istinguished  in  r^ard  to  ages,  the  regbtered  dealdis  in  that 
year  out  of  100  at  all  ^own  ages  were : — 

Under  1  year  -  -  -     19«08 

1  and  under  2  years  *  •  -      4*70 

2  „  3  „  -.  .  .  2^7 

3  „  4  „  -  .  .  l-4« 

4  „  5  „  -  •  ^  M3 

5  „  10  „  -  -  -  8^7 
10  „  40  „  -  .  -  16-53 
40  „  60  „  .  -  -  18*91 
60  „  80  „  -  -  -  26-40 
80  and  upwards  -  •  -  fl.gg 

I  will  mention  only  two  (urcumstances  in  connexion  with  the 
foregoing  figures,  namely :— That  the  proportion  of  deaths  of 
ohilSren  under  10  years  of  age  formed  no  more  than  32*34  per 
.eent  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages ;  and  that  the  deaths  of  old  people 
from  60  upwards  were  32*22  per  cent.  I  find  that  in  Victoria, 
in  1873,  the  proportion  of  children  cut  off  by  disease  before  com- 
pleting their  tenth  year  was  47*89  per  cent ;  while  that  of  persons 
from  55  upwards  (the  difference  of  5  years  in  classification  ^ving 
Victoria /TO  tanto  an  excess)  was  only  15*52  per  cent  As  regards 
(duldren,  the  inferenoe  is  plain — that  the  emaller  proportion  of 
deaths  is  due  to  the  greater  healthiness  of  the  climate  of  Tasmania  ; 
indeed  its  superiority  in  this  recoct  is  so  marked  that  the  sulject 
is  well  worth  dwelHng  upon  a  little  more  at  length. 

The  most  important  oriUrion  of  infiaot  mortah^  is  oonsidered  , 
to  be  the  ratio  of  deatibs  of  infants  xmder  one  year  dd  to  the  Ur^s 
in  any  given  year.  The  per-oentage  of  such  deaths  in  the 
Australian  Colonies  for  the  five  years,  1^69-73,  was — In  Tasmania, 
9*46;  N.S.  Wales,  9*57;  in  Queenshind,  11*07;  in  Victoria, 
11^86 ;  and  in  South  Australia,  14*24.  From  the  rqpert  of  the 
Begistour-General  of  England  for  1870,  it  i^ears  that  in  that 
year  16  deaths  of  in&nts  to  every  100  births  occurred,  and  16*6  in 
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1869.  The  peix^entage  ranged  iiom  15  in  one  large  town  to 
nearly  26  in  another.  In  Scotland^  in  1870,  it  appears  to  have 
been  12-28- 

Other  ways  of  ascertaining  the  relative  mortality  arc  (1.)  by 
comparing  the  deaths  at  a  given  i^e  with  the  total  number  of 
deaths  at  all  ages ;  and  (2.)  by  calculating  the  ratio  which  they 
bear  to  each  1,000  of  the  general  popnlation.  'nie  subjoined  tables 
show  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  up  to  6  years,  and 
between  5  and  10.    The  first  method  gives  the  following  results : — 


Tashaioa. 


For-centage  of  Total  Deaths. 


Under  5  yeara. 


Tasmaida    - 
Nefw  Sooth  Wales 
Yiotona 
QaeenslaDd  - 
Sovttii  Anstralift 


26-08 
42'U 
45-50 
46'83 
54' 17 


Between  5  and  10. 


30 '18 
45*60 
50-27 
49*09 
57-61 


The  period  to  which  these  figures  refer  is  the  same  as  before ; 
namriy,  the  five  yean  from  1869  to  1873.  The  seoosd  method 
presents  Ae  eame  result  in  a  dtfS^pent  fii^rm^  the  period  bdng  the 
same  as  before. 


Ratio  0f  Deaths  ef  Cauldren  to  1,000 
Persons  of  all  Ages  living. 

Under  5  Years. 

between  5  and  10. 

Tasmania  .           -           -           - 

New  South  ITales  - 
Victoria     -            -            -            - 
Qaeensland            -           -           - 
South  Australia     .           .           - 

• 

8-S7 
5-61 
6-58 
«-98 
7 '38 

4-25 
6-07 
7-27 
7-84 
7-77 

In  Tasmania  no  more  than  20-26  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
were  those  of  infants  under  one  year ;  and  only  6-83  were  those  of 
children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age.  The  ratio  of  deaths  of 
infants  nnder  one  year  to  1,000  persons  at  all  ages  living,  was  only 
2-79 ;  and  between  0  (birth)  and  6,  it  was  no  more  than  3*87.  In 
Victoria  in  1873  *e  pBopwrtions  to  total  deaths  were— under  1 
year,  2766  per  oent ;  bet^fieen  1  aad  5  years,  14-98.  The  ratios 
to  1,000  of  all  ages  living  were— under  1  year,  4-02 ;  between  0 
and  5  years,  6-20.  In  Scotland,  in  1870,  the  per-centage  of  deaths 
waa— for  children  under  1  year,  19*10;  between  1  and  6  years, 
16-84;  the  ratio  to  population— under  1  year,  4*22  per  1,000; 
between  0  and  5  years,  7 '93  per  1,000. 

A  third  method  is  to  compare  the  deaths  to  1,000  persons  at 
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Tasxiiiu.     each  eye  living.     Taking  the  numben,  as  found  by  the  CSensos  of 
1870,  as  the  basis  of  the  caloulation,  the  deaths  were — 


Under  1  year   • 
Between  1  and  2  years 

>f  *     »     5        9, 

M       0    „   6      „ 


95-66 
19-70 
6-28 
„   •-      „  -  -    26-78 

„       6    „10     „  -  -      2-67 

All  other  ages  ...     13*46 

I  haye  not  leisnre  to  make  the  tedious  calculations  necessary 
before  we  can  contrast  each  of  these  ratios  with  the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  Australian  Colonies;  but  from  sources  already 
available  I  find  that  in  "Vlctoriay  on  an  average  of  10  years,  tbe 
ratio  per  1,000  for  children  under  5  years  was,  ror  males  55-08,  for 
females,  49*66  (the  mean,  which  is  not  very  far  from  the  true 
rate  for  both,  being  62-37) ;  and  in  England  and  Wales,  on  an 
average  of  30  years,  it  was  72*42  and  62-46  for  males  and  females, 
respectively  (mean  67-44) ;  while  our  rate,  for  both  sexes,  was 
only  26*78.  Between  5  and  10  years,  the  rate  was : — In  Tasmania, 
2*57  ;  in  Victoria,  from  6*95  for  females  to  7*52  for  males  (mean, 
7*23) ;  in  England  and  Wales,  from  8-67  for  females  to  8*79  for 
males  (mean  8*73).     In  Scotland  the  ratios*  were  in  1870  : — 


Malee. 

Females. 

BothSezet. 

Under  1  year 
Between  1  and  2  yean    - 
Between  0  and  6  yeaw    - 
Between  5  and  10  yean  - 

155*42 
68*88 
62-28 
10*45 

126*45 

65*04 

55*49 

9-82 

140*29 
66*52 
58*52 
10*07 

This  means,  that  in  every  1,000  infemts  under  one  year  old  in 
Scotland,  about  44  who  now  die,  would  at  least  survive  the  most 
dangerous  period  of  life,  with  proportionally  favourable  chances  of 
attaining  maturity,  if  they  were  bom  under  the  more  happy  skies 
of  Tasmania ;  between  1  and  2,  the  saving  of  life  would  be  about 
47  per  1,000 ;  between  2  and  5,  about  52 ;  between  birth  and  5, 
about  32;  and  between  5  and  10,  about  7. 

During  1874,  98  persons  of  80  years  and  upwards  died ;  18 
being  between  90  and  100;  and  1  over  100.  At  the  date  of  the 
last  Census  in  1870  the  number  at  80  and  upwards  was  returned 
at  360;  and  as  there  has  probably  not  been  any  great  change  in 
it  since,  the  mortality  per  1,000  living  at  this  age  would  be  ai)out 
270. 

.  There  was  a  serious  increase  in  the  miasmatic  order  of  diseases 
in  1874,  the  number  having  been  198  in  1873,  and  292  in  tbe 
following  year — the  excess  being  94,  or  nearly  48  per  cent. 
Scarlatina,  diphtheria,  quinsy,  croup,  whooping-cough,  fevers, 
erysipelas,  metria^  and  diarrhoea  were  more  prevalent  and  fittal. 
Local  diseases  also  caused  more  deaths ;  developmental  diseases  of 
children  had  3  more;  old  age  16  more;  atrophy  and  debility  3 

*  Calculated  on  the  population  of  3rd  April  1871. 
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more  ;  while  enthetio^  dietic^  and  parasitic  diseases  in  the  zymotic 
class,  constitutional  diseases,  and  developmental  diseases  of  adults 
had  fewer.  Violent  deaths  were  3  more.  Suicides  were  the  same 
in  number,  namely,  6  in  both  years.  For  the  5  years,  1869-73, 
iJie  average  number  of  suiddes  was  5*70  to  evary  100,000  persons. 
In  Victoria,  for  the  10  years,  1864-73,  the  average  was  11*03 
per  100,000. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  in  each  class  in  1874  to  100  deaths 
from  specified  causes,  as  compared  with  the  proportions  in  Victoria 
and  Ei^and  to  all  causes,  was  as  follows : — 


Tasuania. 


Tasmania. 

VlOTOKXA. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Classes  of  Disease. 

Tear  1S74. 

Average  of  IS 
tkrs. 

Average  of  10 
Tears. 

Zymotic  -           -           - 
Constitudoiial     - 
Local      . 
Deyelopmental    - 
Violent  - 

18-92 

ia-4d 

41-98 

20-06 

6-61 

80-47 
18-06 
32-00 
15-20 
9-27 

22-74 
18-75 
88-88 
16-12 
3-51 

TWal        . 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

In  this  comparison  there  are  two  things  which  operate  against 
Tasmania,  the  unusual  mortality  of  1874,  and  the  fact  that  the 

f)roportion  is  calculated  on  the  specified*  deaths  only,  making  it 
arger  than  if  the  total  number  were  taken.  Still  the  zjmotic  and 
constitutional  diseases  show  a  considerablj  lower  ratio  than  in 
the  other  countries.  The  excess  of  developmental  diseases  is 
caused  by  the  deaths  of  old  people,  which  were  12  "49  per  cent  of 
the  deaths  from  specified  causes.  The  proportion  of  deaths  from 
old  age  to  those  Jrom  all  causes  in  Victoria  for  the  five  years, 
1864-68,  was  1-04  per  cent ;  for  the  next  five  (1869-73),  1-89  per 
cent. ;  and  for  the  year  1873,  2*12,  showing  a  rapid  increase :  in 
New  South  Wales,  the  oldest  Colony,  for  the  two  corresponding 
quinquenniads,  it  was  3*62  and  5*50  respectively;  and  for  1873, 
6*42.  At  the  date  of  the.  last  census,  the  proportion  of  persons  of 
60  years  and  upwards  in  Tasmania  was  6*64  per  cent. ;  in  Victoria, 
2*76  ;  in  New  South  Wales,  4*18.  The  higher  mortality  of  old 
people  is  therefore  attributable  to  the  presence  of  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  persons  of  advanced  age.  The  per-centage  of  deaths 
registered  as  from  *'old  age"  in  this  Colony  for  1868  and  follow- 
ing years  was, — 

-  10*12 

-  9*96 

-  12*49 

givmg  a  yearly  average  of  9*88  per  cent 

*  This  method  is  adopted  by  the  registrar-general  oif  Scotland,  and  seems  to  be 
preferable  to  the  other. 


1668     - 

-      7-32 

1871 

1869     - 

-      8-45 

1872 

1870     - 

-    10-96 

1873 
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TABitAvu.  The  number  ci  marriages  oomtraeted  in  1874  wtia  712,  agaiast 
659  in  1873,  being  53  in  excess.  By  ifepoty  registrars  three  were 
performed  in  1874^  none  in  1873«  There  was  a  decrease  of  5 
on  the  Church  of  England  marriages^  and  li  on  the  Church  of 
Scotland ;  an  increaee  of  22  on  the  Independent,  15  on^  die  Pn* 
mitive  Methodist,  11  on  the  Roman  Catholic,  8  on  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  6  on  the  Wesleyan,  and  smaller  inereases  tm 
marriages  among  odier  denominations.  The  Baptists  had  «ne 
marriage  in  each  of  the  two  years. 

The  marriage  rate  in  1874  was  6*83  per  1,000;  in  1873,  6-32; 
and  in  1872,  6*14.  The  proportion  of  Inrths  to  each  marriage  was 
—in  1874,  4-35;  in  1873,4-62;  in  1872,4-77  ;  and  in  1871,  6-11 ; 
in  1870,4-56;  in  1869,4-39;  in  1868,4-57;  in  1867,4-98;  in 
1866,  4-81 ;  and  in  1865,  5-19.  The  mean  of  the  earlier  five 
years  was  4*81,  and  of  the  latter  five,  4*68.  Thus  the  tendency 
was,  on  the  whole,  though  with  some  inequalities,  a  downward  one 
from  1865  to  1870;  and  from  1870  to  1874  the  descent  was 
uninterrupted. 

The  ratio  of  births  and  marriages  to  1,000  of  the  population  for 
those  years  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table,  so  that  it  may  be  read 
in  connexion  with  the  preceding  figures : — 


Tears. 

Proportion  per  1,000  of  the  Living 
Population. 

Births. 

Marriages. 

1865 

82-23 

6-20 

1866 

28-81 

5-86 

1867 

80-18 

6'0« 

1868 

29-69 

6-49 

1869 

28-78 

6-55 

1870 

30*31 

6-65 

1871 

29-99 

6-S7 

1872 

29*27 

6-14 

1873 

29-24 

6-32 

1874 

29-78 

6-83 

In  the  first  quinquenniad  the  mean  birth  rate  was  2d'94  ;  in  the 
second,  29*71 ;  while  the  marri^e  rate  for  the  same  periods  re- 
spectively was  6*23  and  6*36.  "fiie  marriage  rate  increased  from 
1866  to  1870,  when  it  suddenly  fell,  and  again  firom  1871  to  1874, 
in  which  year  it  attained  the  maximum  of  the  decade. 

In  the  general  hospitals  at  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston,  the 
hospital  at  Campbell  Town,  and  the  Queen's  Asylum,  1,521  cases 
of  disease  were  treated,  the  number  of  deaths  being  16^,  or  10*91 
per  cent  In  the  Queen  s  Asylum  there  were  78  cases  treated, 
with  only  one  death.  Excluding  these  cases,  the  mortality  in  the 
hospitals  alone  was  11*43  per  cent.  In  the  hospital  for  insane  it 
was  only  7'97  per  cent 

In  the  penal  establishments,  taken  together,  with  an  average 
daily  number  of  adults  of  310,  an  average  age  of  each  i)amate  of 
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46*33  yeans  the  nmnber  of  oases  of  aickiiefls  treated  was  745,  aad 
of  deaths  18^  or  2*41  per  cent  Among  the  children  in  the  re- 
formatory and  infants  in  the  prison  with  their  mothers^  there  were 
16  eases  of  siokness,  but  no  death.  In  the  next  olassy  that  of 
paupers,  we  find  that  808  adults^  of  the  average  age  of  58*79 
yenrs,  furmshed  1,375  cases  tot  treatment,  and  had  117  deaths, 
which  were  therefore  in  the  proportion  of  8*51  per  cent.  The 
<diildren  (including  the  Queen's  Asylum),  271,  whose  ayerage  i^ 
was  6^  years,  had  99  cases  of  sickness,  and  four  deaths,  givmg  a 
per-centage  of  4*04.  The  sickness  and  mortality  among  the  insane 
and  idiots  were  as  follows : — Adults,  average  number,  343  ;  average 
age,  58i ;  number  of  cases,  379;  deaths,  35,  or  9*23  per  cent. ; 
children,  average  number,  10  ;  average  age,  13 ;  cases,  16  ;  death, 
1,  or  6*25  per  cent.  Calculated  on  the  average  daily  numbers, 
the  mortality  per  cent,  for  each  class  was,  criminiJs,  5*81 ;  paupers, 
adults,  14*48;  children,  1  *48  ;  insane,  adults,  10*20  ;  children, 
10*00. 

There  were  no  vaccinations  performed  during  the  year  at  any 
institution  maintained  or  assisted  by  the  Government 

Coming  now  to  the  meteorology  of  the  year,  as  shown  by  the 
observations  taken  at  Hobart  Town,  and  comparing  the  results 
mth  those  of  the  30  years'  tables,  we  find  that  the  mean  height  of 
the  barometer  was  29*894,  or  0*44  greater  ;  mean  temperature, 
57*62,  or  2-80  higher  ;  mean  diurnal  range,  20*73,  or  2*82  in  ex- 
cess; solar  intensity,  91*54,  or  1*86  less;  terrestrial  radiation, 
39*72,  or  3*29  less ;  dew  point,  46*7,  or  1*2  higher ;  humidity  of 
air,  0*69,  or  0*06  less;  elastic  force  of  vapour,  0*316  (equal); 
rain-fall,  24*09  inches,  or  1*38  more ;  number  of  days  on  which 
rain,  1 38,  or  2  less ;  ozone,  5  *82,  or  1  *42  less ;  wind-force,  monthly 
mean,  80*65  lbs.  per  square  inch,  or  22*18  lbs.  in  excess.  The 
prevailing  wind  was,  as  usual,  the  north-west  in  10  months  of  the 
year,  and  the  south-east  in  the  remaining  two ;  but  the  latter, 
instead  of  taking  the  second  place  during  six  months,  as  it  gene- 
rally does,  gave  way  to  strong  south-west  gales  in  October  and 
November. 

The  last  subject  to  which  I  have  to  advert  is  that  of  the  political 
franchise.  And  first,  as  to  the  Legislative  Council  Before  the 
last  revision,  in  January  and  February  1876,  there  were  2,819 
names  on  the  electoral  rolls.  At  the  revision  94  electors  were 
found  to  have  died,  and  134  names  were  struck  off  on  other 
grounds,  and  227  w^-e  added ;  leaving  2,818,  or  10  less  than  in 
the  preceding  year.  As  regards  the  rolls  for  the  House  of 
Assembly,  255  electors  were  foimd  to  have  died,  and  1,867  to  be 
disqualified  by  other  causes,  and  2,101  names  were  added  ;  leaving 
13,996  on  the  rolls  for  1876. 

The  foregoing  facts  and  figures  indicate  that  the  improvement 
in  the  statet  of  the  Colony,  \mich  commenoed  in  1872,  continued 
to  operate  in  1874;  and  many  of  the  words  with  which  I  closed 
ray  report  for  1873  are  equally  applicable  to  the  past  year.    .The 
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Tasxamu.  most  unfavourable  circumstance  disclosed  by  the  statistics  for  1874 
"^^  is  the  withdrawal  of  population  and  capital,  due  to  the  greater 
attractions  offered  by  the  other  Colonies  in  the  way  of  higher 
^  wages  and  interest  of  money.  .  Tasmania  in  regard  to  her  insular 
position,  her  geographical  features,  and  the  limited  extent  of  her 
territory,  is  pTac^  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  her  com- 
petitors ;  but,  with  ordinary  energy,  her  saperiority  in  some  other 
respects  ought  to  secure  for  her  a  fair  measure  of  permanent 
prosperity. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        E.  C.  Nowell, 

Oovemment  Statistician. 


Caw  OF  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 

Good  Hope. 


No.  16. 


Governor  Sir  H.  Barklt,  G.C.M.G.,  KC.B.,  to  The  Eaei, 
OF  Oaenarvon. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town, 
My  Lord,  July  8, 1875. 

In  forwarding  copy  of  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for 
1874,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  few  observations  on  the 
returns  contained  in  it  for  your  Lordship's  information. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

When  introducing  the  budget  of  the  present  year  the  Premier 
took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  progressive  increase  of  the  revenue 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote 
some  of  his  figures. 

Although,  as  given  in  the  newspaper  report,  they  may  not  in 
all  cases  tallv  precisely  with  those  of  the  Blue  Book,  they  are 
near  enough  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 

Mr.  Molteno  stated  that,  exclusive  of  loans,  the  receipts  for — 

£ 

1870  had  amounted  to  661,392 

1871  „  734,663 

1872  „  1,039,887 

1873  „  1,232,756 

1874  „  1,618,008 

having  thus  more  than  doubled  within  this  brief  period,  and  this 
not  only  without  additional  taxation,  but  in  the  face  of  consider- 
able reductions  in  that  respect. 
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The  expenditure  naturally  enough  advanced  in  nearly  equal      Cape  of 
ratio^  though  it  has  always  been  kept  so  well  within  bounds  that    Qood^pe. 
a  surplus  remaned  in  hand  at  the  close  of  each  year.    According 
to  Mr.  Molteno's  speech  this — 

£ 
In  1870  amounted  to  35^518 


1871 

j> 

97,712 

1872 

» 

389,318 

1873 

ft 

295,943 

1874 

»  ■ 

403,523 

Forming  a  total  of  £1,222,014 

Of  this,  646,966t  has  been  employed  in  paying  off  temporary 
loans  and  redeeming  debentures,- whibt,  after  defrajring  out  of 
the  remainder  a  part  of  the  outlay  on  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways, a  balance  remained  disposable  on  the  31st  December  last  of 
no  less  than  362,880/. 

The  expenditure  of  1874,  which  had  been  estimated  at 
1,118,463/.,  actually  amounted  to  1,199,971/.,  an  excess  of 
81,508/.  For  1875  it  was  estimated  higher  still,  viz.,  at 
1,264,087/.,  but  as  the  revenue  is  expected,  on  the  most  moderate 
computation,  to  amount  to  1,445,00021,  an  adequate  margin  for 
further  accumulation  is  left. 

Public  Debt. 

There  is  an  addition  to  the  statement  under  this  head  in  this 
year's  Blue  Book  of  360^000/.  on  account  of  a  loan  raised  for  the 
purposes  of  railway  construction,  bringing  the  total  debt,  in  spite 
of  the  liquidation  of  some  old  debentures,  up  to  2,399,708/. 

Of  this,  as  explained  by  Mr.  Molteno,  765,858/.  was  raised 
in  former  times  for  general  purposes,  including  immigration; 
1,172,500/.  has  been  borrowed  for  railways  and  public  works, 
and  461,350/.  for  harbour  works. 

The  aggregate  annual  charge  for  interest  is  123,37421,  of  which, 
however,  22,479/.  pertaining  to  the  last-mentioned  item  is  re- 
imbursed out  of  harbour  dues  paid  by  shipping,  leaving  about 
100,000/.  to  be  met  from  the  general  revenue. 

Public  Works. 

Few  colonies  could  show,  as  has  just  been  done,  that  they  owe 
Uttle  more  than  a  year  and  a  half's  income ;  two-thirds  of  it  being 
for  the  purchase  or  construction  of  reproductive  works,  or  that 
they  have  an  annual  surplus  at  least  double  what  is  payable  for 
interest  on  their  debt 

Such  a  position  fully  justifies  the  Cape  Colony  in  looking  to 
the  English  money  market  for  a  loan  of  a  million  per  annum  for 
the  next  five  years,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  general  scheme  of 
railway  conmiunication  sanctioned  by  its  Legiskture,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  that  it  will  obtain  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
most  favourable  terms,  the  funds  wanted* 
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Cm  OP  The  execution  of  the  nulway  works  is  nuddng  steady  prepress ; 

GoodHoct.  ^^  gyg^  section  of  the  line  from  Port  BKzabeth  towards  Gr^Mm'B 
Town,  and  the  extenaon  isi  the  Cape  Town  and  WeUingtcn  fine 
to  Worcester,  being  both  nearly  reaaj  for  opoung: 

Telegraphic  communication  with  Golesberg  on  tiie  south  bank 
of  the  Orange  River  has  been  for  some  months  in  operation,  but 
the  line  running  thence  through  the  Free  State  to  Griqualand 
West  is  not  yet  completed. 

The  contract  for  laying  a  submarine  cable  from  Algoa  Bay 
to  Aden  has,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  fidlai  through  for  the 
present. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

Beverting  to  Mr*  Molteno'a  figaF8B>  the  value  of  goods  im- 
ported (excluding  spede)  waa— - 

£ 
In  1870       -  .  -    2,352,04a 

„  1871       .  -  -     2,686,198 

„  1872       -  -  .    4,388,782 

„  1873       -  -  -     5,130,065 

J,  1874       -  -  5,668,218 

In  comparing  these  returns  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  thact 
the  last  includes  the  value  of  materials  for  railways,  iron  bridge0> 
&C.  imported  by  Goyemment,  which  was  probably  not  short  of 
half  a  million ;  but^  eyen  with  this  deduction,  it  shows  that  the 
trade  of  the  country  has  far  more  tiian  doubled  during  the  last 
five  years. 

The  value  of  exports  would  not,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  have 
increased  in  an  equal  proportion,  the  returns  showing  it — 

£ 
In  1870  as  2,453,494 
„  1871  ^  3,631,609 
„  1872  „  4,767,494 
„  1873  „  3,907,911 
„  1874  „  4,138,838 
but  while  in  several  of  the  above  years  the  value  of  diamonds 
exported  figured  for  large  sums,  last  year  the  valuation  of  the 
few  declared  at  the  Custom  House  was  no  more  than  8yliSl^ 
although  the  total  value  sent  through  the  post  office  must,  ac- 
cording to  the  annual  report  of  the  Cape  Town  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  have  been  nearer  a  million  and  a  quarter  than  a 
million. 

The  exports  of  1874  were  tiierefore  in  reality  twice  as  valuaUe 
as  those  of  1870,  and  very  nearly  balanced  the  imports. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce points  out  that  another  very  interesting  item  was  for  iSlae 
first  time  introduced  into  the  export  list  of  the  year,  via.,  gold 
dust 

Only  3,827  oz.,  valued  at  14,772i:,  appear  in  the  Blue  Book 
return,  but  the  quantity  taken  home  by  passengers  must  harre 
been  &r  larger.  Although  the  diggings  from  which  it  w«w 
obtained  are  situated   on   the    confines  of  the  South   African 
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Republic,  the^  are  worked  for  the  most  part  by  British  subjects  Cate  or 

aided  by  British  capital,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  ^^^  ^^^• 

win,  as  predicted  in   the  report,   exercise,   in  due  coarse,   an  "'"■" 
important  bearing  on  the  commerce  of  Port  Elizabeth. 

Population^  Education^  Crime,  ^c. 

The  returns  under  the  first  head  ai*e  based  on  the  Ceneus  of 
March  1865,  but  as  a  fresh  Census  was  taken  on  the  7th  March 
of  the  present  year  I  am  enabled  to  give  an  authentic  account  of 
the  population  at  the  close  of  the  decennial  period,  although  ftiU 
details  will  not  be  procurable  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  total  population  in  1865,  adding  that  of  British  Kaffiraria, 
which  had  pot  then  been  incorporated  with  the  Cape,  is  set  down 
at  565,158  souk,  which,  taking  the  area  of  the  Colony  at  200,000 
square  miles,  gare  an  average  of  under  six  persons  (5*65)  for 
every  two  square  miks. 

In  1875  the  schedules  show  the  population  to  be  721,502,  or 
over  seven  persons  (7*21)  to  the  same  area.  Thid  change  is  not 
of  much  moment,  and  it  may  be  still  said  that  few  countries  in 
the  world  are  so  sparsely  peopled. 

The  net  increase  daring  the  last  10  years  according  the  above 
data  equals  23*84  per  cent.,  which  is  on  the  whole  by  no  means 
unsatisfactory,  being  nearly  double  t^e  ratio  oS  the  last  decennial 
period  in  Great  Britain  (12*73),  although  scarcely  half  what  it 
has  been  in  some  of  the  Australian  colonies. 

Tha«  are,  however,  many  considerations  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  estimating  the  movement  of  population  in  this  Colony 
which  do  not  apply,  at  any  rate  to  the  same  extent,  to  Australia. 

It  is  not  yet  ascertained  whether  the  relative  proportion  of 
increase  here  has  been  the  ssune  in  the  population  of  European 
and  of  native  origin,  but,  in  re^rd  to  both,  disturbing  causes 
have  been  in  active  operation  dunng  the  decade. 

As  regards  the  former,  independimtly  of  the  tendency  of  the 
Dutch  farmer  to  *^  trek "  into  the  Orange  Free  State,  or  Trans 
Yaal,  especially  after  the  bad  seasons  which  prevailed  in  the 
Colony  for  a  series  of  years,  the  attractions  of  the  diamond  fidds 
first  of  all,  and  latterly  of  the  Leydenberg  gold  fields,  led  many 
thousands  of  the  younger  and  more  active  colonists  into  those 
regions ;  and  though  a  large  portion  have  since  returned,  the 
effects  of  this  exodus  is  still  perceptible  in  the  towns  and  villages. 
On  the  other  hand,  shortly  after  the  Census  of  1865  was  taken, 
measures  were  set  on  foot  for  the  removal  beyond  the  Kei  of  the 
Fingoes  and  other  firiendly  tribes  to  fill  up  the  country  from 
which  the  Gralekas  under  EjreU  had  been  driven,  and  during  the 
next  few  years  some  40,000  to  50,000  of  such  emigrants  quitted 
the  Colony. 

Under  idl  the  circnmstances  therefore  the  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation is  quite  as  large  as  could  have  been  anticipated. 

I  have  spoken  hitherto  of  what  may  be  called  the  Cape  Colony 
proper,  but  as  Basutoland  was  annexed  to  it  by  Act  No.  12  of 
1871,  its  population,  which  by  the  Census  just  taken  amounts  to 
378  Europeans  and  127,323  natives,  must  now  be  included. 
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Cafs  ov  Tins  bringa  the  aggregate  for  the  Colony  up  to  849^203^  and 

Good  Hopb.  if  the  native  settlers  already  alluded  to  in  Fingoland,  the  Idut- 
cheva  Reserve,  and  elsewhere  in  the  Trans  Keian  Territory,  who 
are  ruled  by  colonial  magistrates,  and  regard  themselves  as  never 
having  ceased  to  be  British  subjects,  be  added,  the  total  population 
under  the  Cape  Government  does  not  fall  short  of  1,000,000. 
It  is  grati^ing  to  find  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent 

Ceral  of  education  that  the  number  of  sdiools  and  of  scholars 
increased  during  the  last  10  years  in  a  much  higher  ratio  than 
the  population. 

According  to  Dr.  Dale,  the  State  expenditure  for  pubUc  educa- 
tion was  in  1864,  21,194/. ;  m  1874^  31,4442. ;  and  the  number  of 
Mded  schools,  355,  with  26,454  children  on  the  rolb,  in  1864 ; 
against  593,  with  51,254,  m  1874. 

In  crime  the  annual  report  of  the  convict  establishments  shows 
some  auCTnentation,  the  number  of  newly  sentenced  men  reoeiyed 
during  me  year  having  risen  (from  587  in  1873)  to  690,  leaving, 
after  deaths  and  discharges,  a  total  of  876  at  the  various  stations 
on  the  31st  December  1874,  or  22  more  than  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  year. 

l^he  number  sentenced  for  crimes  against  the  [)erson,  however, 
was  only  69,  as  against  90  in  1873,  the  increase  being  almost 
entirely  under  the  head  of  theft. 

This  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  unfavourable  seasons 
which  prevailed  over  the  ^ater  part  of  the  Colony,  for  the 
drought  in  the  western  districts  and  the  floods  in  the  eastern  Must 
have  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  distress  among  the  improvident 
portion  of  the  coloured  population  which  chiefly  furnishes  the 
criminals. 

Political  Condition,  Legislation,  ^c,  ^c. 

The  year  in  most  respects  was  a  quiet  and  uneventful  one. 
l%e  new  Parliament  elected  at  the  close  of  1873  gave  a  steady 
support  throughout  its  session,  which  lasted  from  the  28th  May 
to  the  31st  Jmy,  to  the  first  responsible  ministry,  and  Mr.  Mol- 
teno  and  his  colleagues  were  thus  enabled  to  elaborate  and  carry 
through  their  extensive  railway  scheme  and  other  measures 
designed  for  the  development  of  the  internal  resources  of  the 
Oolonv. 

A  &w  more  years  of  similar  financial  prosperity  and  political 
tranquility  would  admit  of  the  accomplishment  of  other  equally 
desirable  improvements^  and  place  the  Cape  bevond  all  risk  of 
ever  again  retrograding,  even  in  the  event  of  oad  seasons  and 
reduced  value  of  its  products,  into  the  disastrous  condition  to 
which  it  had  sunk  a  few  years  ago. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        Henbt  Babkly, 
The  Right  Honourable  Governor. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.  &0. 
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CEYLON.  Cktlo'' 


No.  17. 


Governor  The  Bight  Honourable  W.  H.  Gregoby  to  The  Earlop 

Cabnabvon. 

Queen's  House^  Colombo,  Ceylon^ 
My  Lobd^  September  8,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  Ceylon 
for  the  year  1874^  and  to  submit  the  following  report  on  its 
contents : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

2.  The  revenue  for  1874  was  -  Rs.  13,243,288  (£1,241,658) 

The  expenditure  for  do.  -         11,841,926  (£1,110,180) 

Excess  of  revenue  over    ex- . 

penditnre    -            -  -           1,401,361  (  ^^131,378) 

As  compared  with  1873,  the  revenue  of  1874  shows  an  increase 
of  Rs.  334,108. 

The  following  are  the  principal  items  of  increases  and  de* 
creases; — 

Arrears  of  Revenue. — Increase  Rs.  42,284,  owing  to  the  instal- 
ments of  the  arrack  fsum,  in  the  Central  Province,  due  in  December 
1^73,  having  been  paid  in  January  1874. 

Customs.-^Thete  has  been  a  decrease,  Rs.  142,652,  on  imports, 
owing  partly  to  a  diminished  importation  of  grain  consequent  on 
the  Indian  famine,  and  partly  to  the  collections  of  the  last  week 
of  the  year  having  been  brought  to  account  in  January  1875. 
The  sum  of  Rs.  46,446  appeanng  under  the  head  of  emorts  is 
the  royalty  on  plumbago  now  payable  at  the  port  of  shipment 
instead  of  at  the  pit's  mouth  under  authority  of  Ordinance  No.  21 
of  1873. 

Land  Sales. — Show  a  decrease  of  Rs.  103,244  in  waste  lands, 
and  Rs.  48^360  in  cinnamon  gardens.  In  the  Western  and  North- 
western Provinces  there  was  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  Crown  knds 
of  Rs.  1 13,810,  but  there  was  an  apparent  falling  off  in  the  Central 
Province  of  Rs.  198,761,  which  is  owing  not  to  a  smaller  extent 
of  land  being  alienated  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  to  the 
balance  of  the  purchase  money  of  lar^e  tracts  sold  in  December 
not  having  been  brought  to  account  tifl  January  1875. 

Land  Revenue. — There  is  a  decrease  of  Rs.  52,199  in  the  item 
of  paddy,  mainly  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  the  North- 
western and  Northern  Provinces.  The  return  shows  a  decrease  of 
Rs.  32,247  in  royalty  on  plumbago ;  but  in  reality  there  is  an 
increase  of  Rs.  14,000  from  this  source,  which  appears,  as  already 
stated,  under  the  head  of  Customs  Revenue. 
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CsTLOK.  Rents. — There  is  aa  increase  of  Bs.  15^644  on  tolls  and  bridges 

"■"         and  canals,  owing  to    the  higher    prices   paid   for   the  farms 
of  1874. 

Licenses. — From  a  similar  canse,  there  is  an  increase  of 
Bs«  13,299  in  the  item  arrack  rum  and  toddy. 

Stamps. — There  is  an  increase  of  Bs.  27^110  in  general  stamps, 
and  Bs.  10,898  in  postage  stamps. 

Sale  of  Giwemment  Prvferhf. — There  is  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  item  of  Colopial  stores,  Bs.  123,593,  which  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  large  issues  of  stores 
in  1874,  chiefly  for  P]!]!^^^^  wDrks,  leading  to  increased  receipts. 

Reimbursement. — The  increase  of  Bs.  10,654  in  the  item  of 
repayment  of  expenses  incurred  on  irrigation  works  is  satis&c- 
tory  evidence  of  the  completion  of  a  larger  number  of  irrigation 
works. 

Miscellaneous  Receipts. — The  large  increase  in  the  item  of 
overpayments  recovered,  Bs.  310,585,  is  owin^  to  a  refund  by 
the  miHtary  authorities  of  Bs.  270,000  out  of  the  contribution 
paid  for  the  nine  months  ending  March  1874  under  the  temporary 
arrangement  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  pending 
the  final  settlement  (^the  amount  this  Colony  is  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay  towards  the  military  expenditure. 

Bmrl  Fishery. — The  fishery  of  the  banks  off  Arippu  m  1874 
realised  Bs.  101,199.  No  pearl  fishery  had  been  attempted 
since  1863.  It  is  expected  that  aaoiber  and  very  extensive 
fishery  will  take  place  in  1877. 

The  expenditure  of  1874  vvasBs.  11,841,926  (1,110,180?.),  H»t 
of  1873  Bs.  11,762,585,  showhi^  an  increase  of  Bs.  79,340. 

The  increase  under  the  head  Establishments  amounts  to 
Bs.  144,983.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  following  departments : — 
Government  Agent,  North  Central  Province,  Ks.  27,197.  The 
creation  of  this  Province  in  1874  rendered  it  necessary  to  make 
additions  to  ihe  establishment,  which  had  hitherto  been  that  of  an 
Asfflstant  Agent ;  whilst  the  transfer  to  the  new  Province  of  some 
of  the  dktricts  formerly  belonging  to  the  Northwn  and  Eastern 
Provinces  caused  a  reduction  in  the  establishments  of  those 
provinces  to  the  amount  of  Bs.  20,698.  There  is  an  increase  of 
Bs.  30,290*  in  the  medical  department,  and  of  Bs.  55,253  in  the 
police,  caused  by  the  re-organisation  of  those  departments  pre- 
vioudy  sanctioned  by  Her  Majest/s  Cbvemment.  The  increase 
of  Bs.  21,251  in  the  railwav  department  was  owing  to  the  main- 
tenanoe  and  repair  of  the  whole  Kne  of  the  Kandy  Bidlway  having 
devolved  on  the  Government  from  July  1874,  and  on  account  of 
^  additional  service  consequent  on  the  opening  of  the  Gampok 
extension. 

Under  the  head  of  Pensions  there  is  a  dearease  of  Bs.  41,443, 
whidi  is  owing  to  there  having  been  an  exceptional  item  of 
Bs.  62,000  in  1873,  on  account  of  the  comnmtation  of  Kandyan 

Emsions,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  an  increase  of  about 
B.  10,000,  owing  to  payments  in  England  in  1874  having  been 
accounted  for  at  Is,  lOJA  the  rupee  instead  of  2s.  the  rupee 
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in  1873.  The  inorease  of  Bs.  47,876  under  tbo  head  of  Beomiue  CvfLoir. 
Services  is  due  to  a  larger  expenditure  for  collection  and  watching  — " 
of  salt  in  the  Southern^  Eastern,  and  North^m  Provinces  ;  to  the 
expenses  on  account  of  the  pearl  fishery,  amounting  to  Ks.  28,000, 
and  to  the  provision  for  forest  conservancy.  Es.  18,000.  There  is 
an  increase  of  Bs,  13,195  under  the  head  of  Hoepitalsy  and 
Bs.  84,760  under  Police  and  Jails.  There  has  been  a  larger 
expenditure  on  account  of  Boads^  Streets,  and  Bridges  in  1874 
than  in  1873,  the  increase  amounting  to  Bs.  279,354 ;  wliilst  .under 
Works  and  Buildings  there  is  a  decrease  of  Bs.  57,408.  The 
decrease  of  Bs.  154,655  under  the  head  Miscellaneous  is  thus 
explained  by  the  Auditor  General: — ''In  previous  years  the 
"  expenditure  under  this  head  was  largely  swelled  by  the  item 
''  cost  of  remittanceB  to  -England,  ansiiig  £com  the  rupee  being 
''  rated  at  2s.  ITrom  this  year  the  rupee  has  been  rated  at  its 
"  intrinsic  value  of  1^.  lO^d,  whereby  the  loss  on  this  account 
«  in  1874  was  only  Bs.  638.'' 

The  increase  of  Rs.  58,068  in  Bailway  Services  is  consequent  on 
the  extension  of  the  branch  line  to  Gampola,  and  to  heavy  refMors 
to  the  permanent  way. 

Assets  and  Liabilities. 

3.  The  assets  of  the  Colony  on  the  3l8t  December  1874 
amounted  .to  Be.  5,794,549  (543,28^1.),  tiie  liabilities  to  Bs. 
3,670,512  (844,  H^^),  showing  an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities 
of  Bs.  2,124,037  (1994^9^1)  Omitting  &om  the  staiiement  of  iusvets 
ihe  max  of  Bs.  500,000  on  a^HMnuat  of  amars  of  jsevenne  outstand- 
ing, and  Bs.  30,000,  amount  of  surcharges  outstanding,  and 
deaucting  alao  fiK>m  tiie  statement  of  liabilities  the  item  of  Bs. 
314,413  on  account  of  drafts  outstanding,  the  balance  amounted 
to  Bs.  1,898,450.  This  is  subject  to  a  further  deduction  on 
account  of  mint  chaiges  for  the  cent  coins  received  from  India 
in  1872^  1873,  and  1874,  amounting  to  Bs.  248,912,  reducing 
the  gross  balance  available  for  appropriation  on  the  31st  December 
1874  to  Bs.  1,649,538,  incluoing  the  Bs.  500,000  held  as  a 
reserve  under  instruction  s  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  By  an 
Ordinanee  subsequently  passed,  No.  2  of  1875,  a  furtber  smn  of 
Bs.  700,800  is  charged  to  surplus  balances  for  the  construction  of 
the  Morotuwa  Bailway.  Deducting  this  amount,  there  will  still 
remain  a  balance  t)f  Bs.  949,538,  or  Rs.  449,578  in  excess  of  the 
required  reserve. 

Imports  and  Exports^ 

4.  The  value  of  goods  imported  in  1874,  exclusive  of  specie, 
was  Bs.  46,646,863,  showing  an  increase  of  Bs.  151,193  as  com- 

5ared  with  that  of  1873,  which  amounted  to  Bs.  46,495,670. 
^here  was  a  decrease  of  Bs.  8,602,592  on  the  eiqMurte,  the  vdhie 
for  the  two  years  having  beon~1873,  Bs.  63,470,960;  1874, 
Ba.  44^868,368. 
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Cbtlok*  Adding  to  these  the  specie  imported  and  exported,  the  total 

value  of  uie  imports  and  exports  of  1874  as  compared  with  the 
jmoeding  year  stands  thus : — 

Imparts. 

1873  ....    Bs.  55,743,686 

1874  -  .  -  .  66,918,600 

JSxports. 

1873  -  -  -  'Vs.  54,085,916 

1874  ....  46,873,887 

The  total  value  of  goods  (exclusive  of  specie)  imported  and  re- 
tained in  the  Colony  during  1874  amounted  to  Bs.  42,016,725. 

Imports,  exclusive  of  specie       -    Rs.  46,646,863 
Deduct  imports  exported  -  4,630,138 

Goods  retained         -  42,016,726 


The  total  value  of  specie  imported  and  retained  in  the  Island 
during  1874  amounted  to  Bs.  8,266,208. 

Specie  imported  -  -     Rs.  10,271,737 

„       exported  -  -  2,005,629 

Specie  retained         -  8,266,208 

The  total  value,  therefore,  of  goods  and  specie  miported  and  re- 
tained in  the  Island  during  1874  amounted  to  Rs.  50,282,933,  as 
follows : — 

Goods  retained  -  -  -     Rs.  42,016,725 

Specie      „         -  -  -  8,266,208 


Goods  and  specie  retained      50,282,933 

The  total  value  of  Ceylon  produce  exported  in  1874  amouated 
to  Rs.  40,238,220. 

Exports,  exclusive  of  specie  -    Bs.  44,868,368 

Deduct  imports  exported  -  4,630,138 


Ceylon  produce  -  -  40,238,220 


5.  I  append  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Ccnlector  of  Customs,  explanatory  of  the  increases  and 
dei^reases,  and  in  the  principal  items  of  imports  and  exports : — 

Imports. 

**  Cotton  Manufactures. — Cotton,  goods,  thread,  twist,  and  waste, 
show  a  total  value  of  8,707,963  rupees.  Only  a  portion  of  the 
quantity  represented  by  this  amount  has  entered  into  home  con- 
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snmption,  and  therefore  not  more  than  268,055  rupees   were      Cbtloit. 
collected  as  duty,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  all  of  these  articles        ^— *- 
the  trade  has  not  been  satisfactory  as  compared  with  1873^  though 
better  than  in  1872;* 

''  Food  Articles. — In  all  the  European  articles  of  diet  there  has 
been  large  increases  as  compared  with  1873.  There  has  been  a 
lai^  decrease  in  sugar  of  61^912  rupees,  and  in  tea  of  56,835 
rupees.  The  only  article  imported  from  India  showing  an  increase 
is  curry  stuffs^  87,161  rupees;  while  fish,  dried  and  salted,  has 
decreased  by  95,256  rupees;  grain  of  all  sorts  by  25^343  rupees; 
and  potatoes  by  25,323  rupees.  With  regard  to  gnun,  it  may  be 
noted  that  the  importation  of  rice  was  not  only  smaller  than  in 
1873,  but  less  came  into  consumption.  Thus  the  quantity  entered 
for  duly  in  1874  was  5,444,396  bushels,  against  in  1873  5,718,160 
bushels.  The  consumption  was,  however,  in  excess  of  the 
quantity   entered  in  1872,  which  was  5,319,482  bushels." 

**  Malt  Liquor. — There  is  a  decrease  of  value  amounting  to  41,769 
rupees.  Of  68,967  gallons  imported,  only  62,211  giSlons  were 
entered  for  duty.'* 

^'  Spirits. — ^There  is  also  a  large  decrease  of  70,275  rupees  in  the 
value,  and  of  9,371  gallons  of  the  importation  of  this  article.  l%e 
decrease  was  principally  in  brandy." 

''  Wines  of  all  kinds  show  a  large  decrease  of  6,549  gallons,  and 
of  59,801  rupees  in  value.** 

Exports. 

''  Coffee. — ^In  consultation  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
average  value  has  been  fixed  for  this  year's  calculations  at  45 
rupees  per  cwt.  on  plantation,  and  at  37  rupees  and  50  cents 
per  cwt  on  native.  In  1873  the  value  on  the  latter  was  taken 
at  40  rupees.  But  the  diminished  production  of  estates  caused 
a  decrease  of  10,036,005  rupees  as  compared  with  1873." 

'^  Cinnamon^  in  quantity,  shows  a  decrease  of  cwt  255  and 
3  lbs.,  or  lbs.  28,563 ;  and,  in  value,  of  14,222  rupees." 

*'  Plumbago. — Of  the  quantity  shipped,  viz.,  cwts.  149,938,  a 
certain  portion,  viz.,  cwt  94,'914|,  became  liable  to  the  royalty 
which  by  legislative  enactment  was  levied  at  the  Customs  instead 
of  at  the  pits  from  Ist  April  1874,  and  the  amount  so  recovered 
was  Bs.  47,209  94.  There  viras  a  small  quantity,  cwts.  300, 
imported  from  British  India,  but  it  would  appear  to  have  become 
absorbed  vrith  production  of  the  Island,  as  no  official  notice  of  its 
separate  exportation  was  given.  But,  altogether,  the  quantity 
exported  fell  short  of  that  of  1873  by  cwts.  24,058.*' 

*^  Oi  iht]Productions  of  the  Cocoa-nut  7V^^  more  favourable  men« 
tion  may  be  made  than  was  given  in  last  year's  returns,  for 
increases  in  quantity  and  value  have  to  be  recorded  in  the  following 
items: — 

QufliitUj.  Value. 

'^Coirstuffe        -        -    cwts.  15,637     Es.  116527 
Cocoenut  oil     -        -      „      31,207       „  388,446." 

874ffS. 
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Qg^aui^^         ^*  Arrack,  of  wlucb  ITM^  .gallons  w^e  esportai,  Amn  «n 
.^mm  '     incBBttee  of  49>044  galkns  oym  1873^  and  of  16>527i  ^dloBB  oicr 

1872.    But  in  Copperah  ihtfe  is  a  deocoMe  of  owte.  fi^OGS,  Talis 

2,451  rupees.** 


JMUc  Warluu 

6.  Tfayd  total  expenditure  on  puhlio  wods  doring  llie  paat  year 
amounted  to  Bs.  S»6J4^815 ;  y».j 

OoivenBMBt  money      «  .  «  .    %767,608 

Boad  Ordinanoe  labour  and  prvrateoontributioim        466,9% 
TfetahHshments  ....       856,1^4 


Bs.  8,614,81$ 


7.  In  the   year  1873  the   expenditure   was  Sa.  .3,l78y4S4, 
ahowing  aainorease  of  Ba.  4a6^391  in  1874. 

The  expenditure  is  dirided  under  the  following  heads : — 


Gorem- 

ment 

Money. 


Boad 
Ordinanoe 
Fnndsand 

Priyate 
Contnbn- 

tiODS. 


Total. 


IRtm  -mtiAE  and  traildings 
lAUeratioiiB.and  additioiM  to  InadiaflB 
Bepalrs  to  buildings    .  .  • 

Jlodkf  Str€9t$,  Bridgei,  tmd  Cm^k. 

Newroadf       -  -  -  - 

i^dditioii*  and  impEorenmHB  toxpalt^ 
Upkeep  of  roads  ... 
Few  bridges    -  -  -  . 

Repair  of  bridges  ... 
Xnted  mmgaiion      «... 

Irrigation  Works, 

New -works      -  -  -  - 

Upkeep  works  -  -  - 

DepartmmtaH  Chars^* 

Sflnjboaits     -  -  *  - 

General  service  ... 

Miscellaneoas  .  -  - 

Establishment  - 


Bs. 

aSl|807 

70,708 

a(X5,799 


91,4S8 

225^37 
75,828 
81,200 


211,900 
28,466 


4,681 

12,898 

130,971 


2,787,698 


Be. 


169,781 

8,689 

287,87« 

2,568 


468,933 


Bs. 


Bs. 

981,807 

70;T98 

105«7a9 


2ei;209 
294,918 

i,4aa,a8i 
225,aa7 

77,916 

ai,2oD 


211,900 
23,466 


4,581 

12,898 

130,971 


6;afl6,081 

358,184 


8,614,815 
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a  The  fimdB  from  wluok  'ite  ^spenditmre  iue  been  oiBt  are  as      CiTi.eir. 
follows: —  *■■*' 

Kb. 


Supply  £iU     .... 

-     2,299,863 

IHrst  snpplemeutaiy  BnppIj'Kll 

224,802 

Second      ditto            ditto 

825 

Unexpsctedbalanees  of  ptericms  years  - 

-       449,783 

R««d  Ordiaanoe  fiands  -           ^            . 

226,408 

.Pnvftte  contribntion     >           .            > 

-        242,529 

Loan  board  fundB 

36|8«8 

SuiplnlT^fundB,  aB73      .            -            - 

-      1134,737 

Be.  3,614,815 

Gtoremment  Houses  abColoinbp^  JSjbjuAJj,  and  Nuwera  lESiyA. 

9.  The  Dffector  cff  PitbHc'WofkB  reports  fhat  ilieBe  bcdMings 
are  in  'Sdr  order.  The  Colonial  Storekeeper  reports  that  'the 
fdrnitnre  and  eqxupment  of  the  several  Queen's  -houses  ~are  in  good 
and  serviceahle  I  order,  except  from  wear  and  lireakage  inseparable 
from  occupation  and  use* 


Survey  Department 

10.  The  amount  realised  by  the  sale  orCrown  lands 'inl874  was 
U^er  than  in  any  previous  year,  while  the  actual  expenses  of  the 
Department  for  su(5h  surveys  were  less  l)j  Bs.  24,602  than  !in 
Uie  year  1873.  Tbe  Surveyor  General  explains  that  this  result;  is 
chiefly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  lots  that  were 
eiirveyed  in  previous  yearn  were  sc^d  in  1674. 

11.  The  toted  number  of  lots  alienated  from  the  Orown  during 
the  year  was  5^940,  comprising  41^27  acres;  and  the  total  sum 
reamed  by  land  sales^  ezclosrve  of  '£ees^  amounted  to  .B& 
999,768.  This  sum  exceeds  by  41^622  rupees  the  highest  limit 
before  obtained,  viz.,  that  in  1873^  when  the  sum  of  Us. 
958^146,  exclusive  of  fees,  was  Tealised. 

12.  3,979  lots  of  land  were  sold,  containing  in  extent  32,089 
acres,  at  an  average  rate  of  31  rupees  per  acre,  exclusive  of  survey 
fees,  which  amounted  to  67,328  rupees. 

13.  Certificates  were  given  for  1,961  lots,  containing  9,338 
acres,  the  survey  fees  on  which  reaUsed  17,738  rupees. 

14.  The  fees  recovered  on  account  of  temple  land  surveys 
amounted  to  Bs.  4,226.  The  fees  due  on  temple  land  title  plans 
sent  to  the  Commissicner  amounted  to  Bs.  4,060,  and  ihoee  for 
tracings.to  Bs.  3,884 
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Cbtix>k.  15.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the  sales  in  the  difiereni 

■"■^        proYinoes : — 


Prorinoes. 

No. 

of 

Lots. 

Extent 

Porohase 
Amoimt. 

Average 

rate  per 

acre. 

Fees. 

Acres. 

Bs. 

Bs.Cts. 

Bs. 

Centnl    - 

-           •           • 

505 

14,899 

672,162 

46    68 

28,140 

Western  - 

•           •           . 

8,168 

1S,S3S 

195,977 

16      2 

28,021 

Eartem   - 

-           .           • 

449 

8,071 

74,018 

24    10 

8,058 

Soathem- 

•           •           '- 

556 

1,082 

28,728 

26    54 

8,864 

NorOiem 

... 

157 

416 

7,281 

17     50 

2,548 

North-west 

sin     •          -           - 
Total 

154 

889 

21,608 

24    82 

2,202 

8,979 

82,089 

999,769 

81       0 

67,828 

16.  The  gross  expenditure  of  the  Department  amounted  to 
Bs.  275^662^  of  whicm  Bs.  935434  were  expended  on  chena  land 
surveys,  railway  suryeys,  meteorological  observations^  town  and 
temple  land  surveys^  irnmtion  surveys^  and  other  miscellaneous 
worK,  leaving  Bs.  I825I27  as  the  expenditure  on  the  ordinary 
work  of  the  Department. 

Railway, 

17.  Owing  to  numerous  delays,  caused  chiefly  by  land  slips^  the 
section  of  line  between  Gampola  and  Nawalapitiya  was  not  com- 
pleted before  December  last^  and  it  was  opened  for  goods  traffic 
on  the  Ist^  and  for  passenger  traffic  on  the'2Ist5  of  that  month. 
The  average  open  mileage  in  1874  was  83  miles^  against  82  in 
1873. 

18.  The  gross  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  Bs.  254255560, 
viz.5  main  line5  Bs.  252745O785  branch  line  Bs.  I5I5482 ;  and  the 
working  expenses  to  Be.  886,8495  viz.5  main  line  Bs.  817,573, 
branch  une  Bs.  695276 ;  showing  a  profit  in  the  year  of  Bs.  15538,801. 
In  1873  the  gross  receipts  were  Ks.  2,384,504,  which  compared 
with  the  receipts  in  1874  show  an  increase  in  the  latter  year 
ofBs.  41,056.  In  the  working  expenses  in  1874  there  is  a  slight 
decrease,  Bs.  3,006,  as  compared  with  the  expenditure  of  1873, 
which  amounted  to  Bs.  889,855. 

19.  The  number  of  passengers  in  1874  was  708,376,  against 
644,374  in  1873. 

20.  The  tonnage  of  goods  carried  was  167,975,  showing  a 
-decrease  of  3,218  as  compared  with  the  tonnage  in  1873,  viz., 
471,193.  The  short  coffee  crop  of  1873-74  caused  this  de- 
<;rease. 

21.  The  total  amount  expended  on  the  construction  of  the 
Nawalapitiya    branch  line    to    the    Slst   December   1874  was 
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Rs.  2,523^415.       This    amount  was  paid  from   ihe  following      CnLov. 

sources : —  — 

Rs. 

From  general  revenue  -  -  644^649 

„    surplus  funds  -  -  1,290,000 

By  sale  of  debentures  -  -  401,954 

Pioneer  pension  fund  -  -  212,023 

Bs.  2,548,626 

Legislatioru 

22.  The  following  Ordinances  were  mssed  in  the  year  1874 : — 

No.  1.  "  To  control  recruiting  in  Ceylon  for  the  seryice  of 
Foreign  States,"  enacted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

No.  2  extends  to  the  districts  of  Mannar  and  MuUaittiya  in  the 
Northern  Proyince  certain  relaxations  and  modifications  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Paddy  Oultiyation  Ordinance  of  1867  which 
were  made  by  the  Or<^ance  No.  2  of  1874  as  respects  the  dis- 
tricts of  Nuwerakalawriya  and  Tamankaduwa  in  the  North  Central 
Proyince. 

No.  3  empowers  the  Government  to  extend  by  Proclamation 
to  railways  in  existence,  or  which  might  afterwards  be  constructed, 
the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  No.  10  of  1865  relating  to  the 
nulway  between  Colombo  and  Eandy  and  the  rules  made  there- 
under. The  imme^te  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  this 
Ordinance  was  the  opening  of  the  Nawalapitiya  extension. 

Nob.  4  and  5  provide  fcnr  the  improvement  of  the  Colombo 
Harbour,  and  empower  the  Government  to  borrow  the  money 
required  for  this  purpose,  viz.,  260,0001  from  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners  in  England,  and  400,000/.  by  the  issue  of 
debentureSi 

No.  6  amends  and  consolidates  the  law  relating  to  ilie  con- 
struction, up-keep,  and  repair  of  branch  roads  and  recovery  of  the 
sums  assessed  therefor. 

No.  7.  To  amend  the  Administration  of  Justice  Ordinance, 
1868,'*  requires  district  courts  to  try  cases  which  the  Queen's 
Advocate  or  Deputy  Queen's  Advocate  shall  bring  or  pros^ute 
before  such  courts,  except  certain  crimes  and  offences  which  are 
specified  in  the  Schedule  annexed  to  the  Ordinance.  It  also 
extends  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the 
correction  of  decisions  of  Police  Courts  on  matters  of  fact  as  well 
as  on  matters  of  law,  and,  further,  to  the  alteration  of  sentences 
imnosed  by  Police  Courts. 

No.  8  was  enacted  in  consequence  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  law 
as  it  stood  to  repress  the  crime  of  coffee  stealing,  which  had  so 
largely  increased  as  to  justify  resort  to  exceptional  legblation. 
The  duration  of  the  Ordinance  is  restricted  to  two  years. 

Nos.  9,  10,  and  12  are  the  ordinary  money  bills.  No.  9  makes 
final  provision  for  the  supplementary  contingent  charges  for  the 
year  1873  ;  No.  10  provides  for  similar  charges  for  1874;  and 
No.  12  for  th«  contingent  services  of  the  year  1875. 
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Cbtlov.         No.  II  establidieo  toUs  on  oertun  roads. 
"•^  No.  13  authorises  the  Government  to    advance   the   mmnei- 

palities  of  Galle  and  Kandj,  by  way  of  loan^  moneys  required  by 
them  for  tlw  oonstruction  of  waterwoiks  in  those  towns. 

23.  In  addition  to  these  Ordinances^  three  others  were  passed 
in  the  Session  of  1874,  which  was  extended  to  the  commencement 
of  the  present  year.  They  will  be  referred  to  in  my  report  on  the 
Blue  Book  fbr  this  year. 

Public  Health 

24.  During  the  months  of  Mi^,  June,  and  July  1874  fever  in 
an  epidemic  form  prevailed  in  certain  districts  in  the  Western  Pro- 
vinoe-  which  are  subject  to  annual' visitationa' of  ^yex  after  iiie 
sottthowest?  monsoon.  Measures  were  taken  by  tiie  Government 
to  arvest)  as  far  a^  possible,  the  proness  of  thedisease. 

25.  The  epidemic  of  fever  in  the  Western  Pfovmoe  was  followed 
by  dysentery,  which  broke  out  in  an  epidiemiofbrm  in  the  Soathem 
Province.  Active  measuree  were  taken  by  liieGtivenunent  officers 
to  dieck  tiie  disease,  by  segregating  we*  sick,  ventilating^  the 
haaseB,  and  having  the  villages  cleansed' out. 

26.  Th^:e  were  19  caseB  of  cholera  throughout  die  Island,  of 
which  17  died.  They  were  of  a  sporadic  ctuiracter,  occurring;  at 
remote  stations  firom  each  oihen 

27.  About  the  close  ofi  the  year  choleric  diaarrfaoBa  a^eared  in 
Colombo,  witii  one  or  two  fiital  ca8B& 

28".  Of  small^pox,  166  oaiOB  were  reported^  with  only  ft>ar 
deadis,  three  of  wfaUi  oocuiced  among  patbnts^not  protected'  by 
vaccination. 

29i  The  admissioiia  into  the  Government' hospitals  continue  to 
ineroase,  not  owing,  I  believe,  to«  the  greater  prevalence  of  siok- 
nesB  in  the  country,  but  owing  partly  to  the  increased  acoommD- 
dation  affi>rded  by  the*  conftmction  of  new  hospitds  and  the 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  easting  ones,  and  to  a  greater 
appreciation  of  European  medicid  treatment  by  the  natives^  The 
total  number  of  admissions  into  the  several  Government  hospitals 
during  the  year  was  14,047,  showing  an  increase  of  1,494  over  tJie 
numter  treated  in  1673 ;  tiie  ratet  of  mortality  being  10  *  35  per 
centi  in  1874,  against  10'*  18  in  1873.  Tin%  ddes-not  include  oaseGF 
treated  under  tlie  CoelyMedioalt  Ordinance^ 

30.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  treated*  in  the  sev^^  jail 
hoqntals  was  3,454,  with  a  mortality  of  66^  or  1'*  91  per  cent,  the 
fiffures  being  nearly  the  same  as-  liiose  of  1873|  when  3,630  wnce 
admitted,  of  which  69'died^  or  1  *  90'p«r  cent 

Educcction* 

31.  Government.  SfeAoo/*.— Fourteen  new  schools  were  opened 
and.  12  were  closed  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  Govern- 
ment schools  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  243^  giving 

isys.  isr*.  iiistruction  to   11,719  children^,  and 

—  —  showing  an  average    attendance  of 

pS^r^^^Iii^  u.7iS  8,829.     This  exhibits  an  increase  of 

ATer««eatt«iid«M»  -    8,946  ^m  ^^^  g^^^  ^  compawd.  with  the 

number  in  existence  in  the  previous  year,  and  there  is.  a  oorre* 
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sponding  increase  of  121  in  tiie  nmnber  of  pnpils.  This  woidld 
appear  but  slow  progress  in  ihe  cause  of  education  without  the 
ex{danation,  that  whenever  praotioable  the  Government  sohod  fs 
withdrawn  on  Ae  establishment  of  a  school  on  the  grants-aid 
principle,  a  system  which  is  working  with  very  satisfactory  results 
in' this  Colony. 

32,  Aided  Schools. — The  number  of  new  schools  registered  for 
grants^in^id  during  the  year  1874  was  S2,  and  the  total  number 

1878.  1874.  presented  for  a  ^rant  during  the  year  was 
OnmtsohooiB  -  Ik  IS  595.  The  nui]3>er  of  chiBren  actually 
PnpUs  -  -«i;»*  VW9  examined  under  the  system  of  payments 
by  results  was  16,657.  The  number  of  children  receiving  inatruc- 
lion  in  these  schools  was  35,559.  These  insults  show  an  increase 
over  the  year  1873  of  67  schools  and  2,965  children. 

33.  The  expenditure  on  accoimt  of  education  as  compared  with 
1873   shows  an  increase  of  Bs.   23,515,  die  total  amount  ex 
pended  during  the  year  being  Es.  318,826. 

34..  The  receipts  in  1874,  under  the  head  of  foes,  &c.,  amounted 
to  Bs.  23,253,  being  an  increase  of  Bs.  277  as  compared  with 
the  sum  received  in  1873. 

35.  Taking  Government  and  ^nrant  schools  to(^ether„  the  total 
number  of  schools  and  school  chQdren  participating,  in  the  vote 
for  public  instruction  in  1873  wsua  769  schoola  and  44,192  scholars ; 
whilst  in  1874  the  numbers  were  838  schools  and  47,278  children. 

36<  The  returns  fromi  the  diffinmt  missionary  bodies  show  an 
increase  of  99  inithe  number  of  schoeis  supported' by  than,  and  of 
1854  in  the  number  of  pupils.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of 
these  sdiools : — 


&n»ix. 


No.  of 
Schools. 

.      No.  of 

Pupils. 

So«0t7  ibr  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospd 
Church  lifissionary  Society      -           -            - 
Wesiejran  Misrionary  Society  -           -           - 

PreAyterians 

BiqMiat  Missionary  Society       .            .           .            . 
American  Missionary  Society  -            -            -            - 
Roman  Catholic  Missionary  Society-    -           •           - 

18S 
158 
178 

1 

47 

114 

2or 

e,7»4 

6,880 

8,894 

70 

,        2,544 

6,115 

18,202 

Total  .           .           ..          - 

882 

44^9 

37.  The  numbem  in  1973  were  783  sdiools  and  4S;592 
pupils.  #- 

38.  The  number  of  private  schoob  in  1874  was  3295  witU  an 
attendance  of  9,929^  showing  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1873 
of  64  schools  and  2;006  pupil9* 

39.  Prefixed  to  the  Blue  Book  returns  will  be  found  a  table 
giving  a  statistical  view  of  the  progress  of  the  Colony  tor  the  years 
1822  to  1874  inclusive,  and  an  abstract  of  the  principal  statistical 
results  for  the  years  1873  and  1874. 
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CsTLoir.         40.  In  spite  of  considerable  sickness  and  the  distress  caused  by 
■""*        an  insufficiency  of  rainfall  over  a  large  portion  of  the  northern 
districts,  the  past  year  denotes  considerable  and  manifest  progress 
throughout  the  Colony.     A  liu^e  traffic  has  already  sprung  up  on 
the  road  between  Badulla  and  Batticaloa,  only  recently  completed, 
and  which  it  was  confidently  asserted  would  scarcely  ever  be 
indented  by  a  cart  wheel     I  am  informed  that  carts  are  now 
passing  over  it  at  the  rate  of  300  a  month,  and  this  traffic  will  be 
much  mcreased  by  the  construction  of  a  short  road  which  I  intend 
to  make  this  year,  and  which  will  communicate  with  a  bay  to  the 
north  of  Batticaloa,  where  ships  can  load  and  unload  at  all  seasons. 
The  great  arterial  roads  to  Trincomalee  and  Jaffim  are  rapidly 
progressing ;  the  first  will  be  completed  in  a  few  months,  ana  the 
second  has  already  had  all  the  formidable  rivers  (which  formerly 
forbade  traffic  in  wet  seasons)  bridged.    It  is  not  long  since  this 
fine  road  intersected  a  jungle,  inhabited  chiefly  by  wild  beasts; 
now  thriving  villages,  bazaars,  wells,  resting  houses  for  natives  and 
Europeans  are  being  constructed  alon^  it.     Two  very  important 
roads  to  further  the  transmission  of  sdt  from  the  places  of  pro- 
duction, Puttalam  and  Hambantota,  into  the  interior  are  now  in 
hand,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  an  immediate  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  that  article,  which  is  advancing,  will  be  the  result. 
I  have  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection  in  the  Western 
Province.     I  bad  gone  over  the  same  ground  about  two  years  and 
a  half  ago,  and  the  chauge  for  the  better  even  in  that  short  period 
was  very  remarkable.     All  along  the  line  of  road  leaf-roofed 
hovek  were  b^g  replaced  by  go<^  substantial  tiled  houses,  and 
the  well-fed  appearance  of  tli^  villagers  was  gratifying. 

41.  The  pobcy  so  warmly  approved  of  by  your  Xordship  of 
providing  the  villagers  with  sluices  where  they  repair  their  tuiks 
by  their  own  labour  is  being  steadily  and  successfully  carried  out 
in  the  North-Central  Province,  where  there  will  be  20  village 
tanks  with  substantial  masonry  sluices  completed  by  the  new 
yeai*.  Considering  that  the  scheme  has  been  only  recently  set  on 
foot' this  is  satisfiu^tory,  and  if  I  can  but  get  proper  supervision 
I  hope  largely  to  increase  our  operations  next  year.  As  yet  I 
have  been  unable  even  to  commence  a  single  irrigation  work  in 
the  Northern  Province,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  condition 
of  which  Province  Ordinance  No.  2  of  1 874  was  passed.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  the  necessary  stafi^,  nor  have  I  as  yet  obtained 
a  vote  from  the  Legislative  Council  for  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  buildings  at  the  new  station  of  Yavonia  Yelan  Colum. 
I  resret  there  should  be  time  lost  in  commencing  works  which  I 
consider  may  be  called  of  vital  necessity,  and  1  shall  address  to 
your  Lordship  a  separate  Despatch  on  this  subject. 

I  have,  &C. 


The  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c>  &o.  &C. 


(Signed)        W.  H.  Gbbgoet. 
of  Camarvoi] 
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HONG  KONG-  Hoho  Kona. 


No.  18. 


Governor  Sir  A.  E.  Kennedy,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  to 
The  Eabl  of  Cabnabyon. 

Government  House,  Hong  Eong, 
Mt  Lobd,  June  14, 1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  thb 
CJolony  for  1874,  together  with  the  following  report  thereon : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

No  alteration  having  been  made  in  the  imposts  from  which  the 
revenue  of  the  Colony  was  to  be  derived,  the  amount  collected 
in  1874  was  in  close  accord  with  1873,  the  revenue  of  the  former 
having  reached  the  sum  of  ,^854,799  91  (178,0837.  6^.  Z^d.)  as 
against  ,$(847,324  35  (176,5257.  \%8.  \\d)  in  the  latter. 

Li  respect  to  postages  and  stamps  there  was,  I  regret  to 
point  out,  a  falling  off  of  ,$12,548  73  (2,6147.  6«.  4^(7.),  but  as 
this  was  more  thw  compensated  by  an  increase  of  ^^18,788  59 
(3,9147.  58.  9^c7.)  under  miscellaneous  receipts,  land  revenue,  and 
rents^  and  as  greater  buoyancy  is  being  already  exhibited  with 
regard  to  stamp  dues;  the  past  revenue  may  be  viewed  with 
satisfaction  and  the  future  for  1875  without  apprehension. 

In  reference  to  the  expenditure  of  the  past  year  it  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  i^21,479  54  (191,9747.  18^.  Ic7.)  and  was  consequently 
in  excess  of  the  preceding  year  to  the  extent  of  ;$131,605  12 
(27,4177.).  This  great  increase  was  chiefly  under  the  head  of 
works  and  buildings  for  typhoon  repiurs,  hospital  site,  post 
office  at  Shanghiu,  markets  at  Wanchai  and  Svmgpoon,  water- 
works, lighthouses;  and  it  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to 
find  that  notwithstanding  this  heavy  outlay  on  works  of  great 
importance  and  the  unlooked  for  charges  caused  by  the  typhoon, 
there  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  December  1874  an  excess 
of  assets  over  liabilities  of  ,$fl56,177  18  (32,5367.  18«.  Zd). 

Legislation. 

The  seven  Ordinances  passed  in  1874  were : — 

No.  1.  To  pve  the  governor  the  powers  vested  in  the  Board  of 
l^^e,  by  sections  12  and  13  of  tiie  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  of 
ordering  the  survey  of  anv  ship  which  was  conddered  defective  in 
hull,  equipment,  or  macninery,  or  by  reason  of  overloading  or 
improper  loading. 

No.  2.  To  provide  a  pension  of  1007.  per  annum  to  Mr. 
Simpson,  late  a  sorter  in  the  General  Post  Office.^ 

lio.  3.  To  consolidate  the  Ordinances  relating  to  Chinese 
passenger  ships  and  the  conveyance  of  Chinese  emigrants. 

No.  4.  To  authorise  the  appropriation  of  a  supplementary  sum 
not  exceedmg  ;^2,000  to  defray  the  charges  of  1873. 
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HovQ  KovQ.       No.  5*  To  repeal  No.  3  and  re-enact  its  proTisions  with  cor- 
""^        rections  of  certam  verbal  ercors  and  eauettons  pointed  out  by  the 
Colonial  Office. 

No.  6.  To  apply  a  earn  not  exceeding  ^30^000  to  the  public 
service  of  the  year  1876. 

No.  7.  To  control  recruiting  in  the  Colony  for  the  service  of 
foreign  states. 

JEducation. 

The  schools  reported  in  the  Blue  Book  are  as  follows^ — 


— 

Scliolan. 

Cost. 

— 

1 

15 

14 

9 

Centnl  GoYemmeiit  school,  Victoria 
Village  QoTenmeiit  sd-ools 
VDliife  sohoob  MtA  by  OoTenmenr 

GoTemmcot  aid   -           -           - 

528 

2,054 

<       849 

682 

9,672  94 
8,979 
988  88 

1,891  50 

U         9.    (L 

2,015     8  U 
828  19     2 
194^    9     1 

289  17  11 

89 

1    2,508 

16,976  82 

8^28  10     1 

In  tha  Government  schools^  properly  so  called,  there  was  an 
increase  of  93  scholar^  and  of  190  in  the  schools  receiving  grants 
in.  aid*. 

In  attendance,  too,  there  was  a  marked  increase,  the.  min^m^ni 
bmog.  126  in  advance  of  1873,  which  is  all  the  more  satisfftctory 
confiidering  that  the  typhoon  of  September  was  at  one  timt 
sapposed  to  have  disoiganised  most  of  the  village  schools  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  The  break  in  the  attendance  was^  how- 
ever, of  comparatively  short  daration,  as  where  the  school-houses 
were  demolished  others  were  rented  within  a  fortni^it  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  who  ^ave  further  evidence  on  this  occasion  of  the  untiring 
zeal  and  abihty  with  which  he  presides  over  the  educational 
arrangements  of  the  Colony. 

It  win  be  seen  by  hisi  report  that  the  oentnd  school  ha^  mone. 
than  maintained  its  position ;  that  the  study  of  geography^  which, 
is  considered  an  innovation  by  the  Chinese  masters,  was  progressing 
satisfactorily  at  the  village  smools,  and  would  be  supplemented  by 
arithmetic  as  soon  as  suitable  books  can  be  pr^ared,  and.  that 
some  ofi  the  vilkee  sehools  aided  by  Gk>v^nment  gmntb  were 
maintaining  a  high  place  in  the  order  of  effiei«icy%  All  thisia 
very  ai^facttury.  Mr.  Stewart  again  drawfi  attention  ta  the 
defeotiira  state  of  the  central  school  buildings  whidt  he  izntfafully 
characterises  ^^as  being  inadequate  as  regards  sise,  insecHni  ma 
^*  tegaids  £6undati(ms,  and  unhealthy  as  regards  ventilation." 

In  respect  to  the  gmnt  in  aid  schools  he  rqK>rts  that  they  hawr 
inoreased  from  six  to  nine,  with  a  consequent  rise  in  scholars  from 
442  to  632,  that  the  scheme  continues  to  give  satis&ction,  andj 
that  no  practical  difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  working  of  it;  the 
managers  who  bad  grants  during  the  first  year  of  its  openttion 
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spwkiiig  fB¥oaraUy  of  tiie  good  which  had  aconied  from  it  to  Us>va  Eoim* 

their  scfioda  

As  the  sdieme  under  ^vvUch  these  schools  recei^  grants  in  aid 
waB  faHj  reported  upon  in  the  Bine  Book  of  18735  it  ia  soavoe 
neo^eeary  perhaps  to  repeat  here  tiiat  its  pnipmst  is : — ^^  That  all 
^*  schoek  which  devote  four  houiB  a  day  to  seeokr  instmction 
^*'  may  derote  the  other  school  hours  to  reHgkms  instmotion^  and 
^^  that  for  the  actual  results  of  the  secular  instruction^  as  ascertained 
'^  by  examination,  Goremment  alldws  a  certain  fixed  som  for 
**  each  sohokr  who  reaehes  a  certain  standard  of  scholardiip." 


Shipping  and  Trade. 

The  Harbour  Master^s  Betums  show  a  deerease*  of  68i,79t  in 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  and  departing^  being  a  falling  off 
of  63* 4  per  cent  of  native,  fmd  36  * 6  of  fordgn  tonnage. 

A»  regards  native  vessels,  this  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  lose  of 
157  junks  during  the  disastrous  typhoon  of  September  last,  and  to 
thedlminiBhed  trode  to  the  West  Coast,  as  arising  from  tiie  increased 
duties  claimed' at  the  adjacent  Chinese  customs  in  excess  of  tiie 
tariff,  but  tiiere  is  littie  doubt  tiiat  tiie  great  decrease  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  displacement  of  this  class  of  vessel  by  steamers 
tO'  and  from  Macao,  Canton,  Amoy,  Swatow,  and  Formosa^  «dA 
nol;  to  any  diminution  of  trade  between  Hong  Kong  and  those 
ports* 

The  seemingly  decreased  tonnage,  too^  of  foreign:  shipping  is  no 
correct  indication  of  the  state  of  trade,  as  38  per*  cent*  of  the 
vessels  arriving  at  this  port  were  steamers,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  the  carrymg  capacity  of  the  larger  class  is  much  in  excess  of 
roistered  tonnage. 

Hong  Kong  being  a  f^  port  the' import  and  exports  cannot  be 
given  with  any  degree  of  accm'acy,  but  some  opinion  can  be  formed 
of  the  general  state  of  trade  from  the  foUowmg  tabl^  of  imports 
from  ^buDchester  during  the  last  fire  years: — 

Cotton  Yama  per  Bale.  Cotton  per  Yard. 


1870  - 

-  26,556  - 

■   75,673,200 

1871  - 

-  25,020  - 

-  111,643,200 

1-872  - 

-  17,148  - 

-   81,400,800 

1873  - 

-  24,384  - 

-   99,828,000 

1874  - 

-  36,262  - 

-  117,73T,266 

Police  and  GaoL 

The  police  returns  show  a  decrease  of  crime  in  1874*  as  com- 
pared with'  tSie  preceding  year  of  22*96  per  cent  on  all  cases 
reported,  or  of  11 '47  per  centT  in  serious  crimes  and  20*45  in 
minor  offences,  and  the  criminal  statistics  at  page  170  of  tiie  Blue 
Book,  as  well  as  the  gaol  returns,  not  only  support  these  figiires, 
but  show  that  the  decrease  has  been  especially  marked  since 
1872., 
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HoKo  Eovo.  During  that  year  the  cases  taken  before  the  sommary  court 
— -  nmnberea  8^708,  and  the  daily  ayerage  of  prisoners  in  gaol  was 
541,  but  in  1873  when  the  system  of  penal  labour  and  diet  in 
gaol  was  exchanged  for  the  practice  which  had  preyioufily  eiisted 
of  employing  the  prisoners  on  pubUc  works  about  the  town,  there 
was  a  great  decrease,  and  in  1874  the  cases  at  the  summary  court 
feU  to  6,618,  whilst  the  daily  average  of  prisoners  was  reduced  to 
350. 

ImproTed  police  administration  had,  doubtless,  considerable  in- 
fluence in  thus  diminishing  the  number  of  prisoners,  but  there 
is  little  doubt  that  to  the  deterrent  effect  of  the  altered  system 
of  gaol  disdpline  we  chiefly  have  the  results  which  haye  been 
obtained,  doubtless,  by  this  withdrawal  of  prison  labour  from  the 
roads;  Uie  outlay  under  this  head  has  been  increased,  but  the 
saying  at  the  gaol  fully  compensates  the  Colony  for  this,  and  we 
may  therefore  congratulate  ourselyes  on  the  attainment  of  so  great 
a  benefit,  as  the  diminution  of  crime  without  any  pecuniary 
sacrifice  whatsoever. 

I  observe  that  in  paragraph  4  of  his  report  the  captain 
superintendent  of  police  draws  attention  to  the  public  execution 
of  criminals,  and  deprecates  a  continuance  of  the  practice.  In 
consequence  I  think  it  right  to  point  out  that  in  1868  Sir  Richard 
Graves  MacDonnell,  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote,  Mr.  Bennie,  and 
myself  fully  considered  the  question  in  council,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  'Hhat  any  change  in  the  mode  of  carrying  out  capital 
^'  sentences  appeared  uncaSed  for  by  any  local  necessity  and  was 
*'  inexpedient.^ 

Post  Office. 

The  statements  submitted  in  the  Postmaster  General's  Report 
show  a  decrease  of  ^,688  97  in  the  gross  revenue  of  1874  as 
compared  with  that  of  1873,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that 
notwithstanding  the  fSdling  off  the  postal  revenue  of  1874  has 
exceeded  the  expenditure  by  ^29,383  36  (6,121/.  lOs,  Sd), 

The  events  of  interest  which  have  taken  place  in  the  postal 
service  during  1874  are  as  follows : — 

1st*  The  whole  of  the  postal  agencies  in  Japan  and  China  have 
been  thoroughly  inspected. 

2ndly.  The  Government  of  Queensland  having  established  a 
mail  service  between  Singapore  and  Brisbane  the  correspondence 
for  that  Colony  and  New  South  Wales  is  now  sent  vi&  Singapore 
and  Torres  Straits,  but  all  letters  to  the  other  Australian  Colonies 
are  still  forwarded  vift  Galle. 

3rdly.  No  less  than  six  steamers  carrying  mails  have  been  lost 
during  the  past  year,  viz. : — 

The  French  steamer  ^^  Nil/'  bound  to  Japan  with  local  and 
home  mails. 

The  United  States  packet  '^  Japan,''  with  mails  from  America 
and  Japan  to  Hong  Kong. 

The  private  steamers  "Sunfoo"  and  "Albany,"  with  local 
mails  from  the  Straits  and  Manilla. 
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The  steamers  *^Mongal"  and  ^^Visayae,"  with  Hong  Eong  Hofo  K050. 
mails  for  Yokohama  and  Manilla  respectively.  *~^ 

4thly.  The  average  time  occupied  in  conveying  tlie  mails  was 
less  in  1874  than  1873  by  both  the  English  and  French  packets ; 
the  shortest  time  in  which  a  mail  was  delivered  in  Hong  Kong 
from  London  by  British  packet  vi&  Brindlsi^  being  35  dajrs  as 
against  38  days  by  French  steamer  vi&  Marseilles.  In  respect  to 
the  homeward  malls  tiiere  was  a  ^in  of  three  ^ys  in  the  shortest 
French  service  and  an  equal  loss  by  the  British. 

Public  Works. 

The  expenditure  on  public  works  has  been  considerable^ 
amountmg  to  ZQ^XOZl,  and  the  energies  of  the  surveyor  general 
have  been  well  taxed  in  repairing  the  damages  done  to  buildings 
and  roads  by  the  typhoon.  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  outlay 
on  such  account  many  important  works  have  been  necessarily 
postponed,  but  the  site  of  the  new  hospital  is  ready.  The  harbour 
master's  o£5ice  at  Aberdeen  has  been  finished.  The  efficiency  of 
the  waterworks  has  been  greatly  increased  by  new  pipings  and 
tiie  public  gardens  and  plantations  have  been  maintained  and 
extended  with  the  prospect  of  future  advantage  to  the  salubrity  of 
the  Colony. 

Emigration* 

Although  emigration  is  not  from  but  through  the  Colony,  it 
may  nevertheless  be  desirable  to  draw  attention  to  the  large 
number  of  Chinese  who  are  voluntarily  expatriating  themselves 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  their  condition  dsewhere.  I 
mav  mention^  tiierefore,  that  during  the  past  year  10^284  Chinese 
embarked  here  for  Bangkok  and  tiie  Straits  Settiements,  17,299 
for  the  United  States,  1,332  for  the  Australian  Colonies,  and 
2,658  for  Manilla,  and  that  already  the  emigration  of  1875  has 
been  of  increasing  magnitude.  It  is  under  such  circumstances 
very  satisfactory  to  find  from  the  harbour  master's  report  that  no 
accidents  have  occiuTed  to  any  of  the  vessels  carrying  emigrants, 
and  that  owing,  doubtiess,  to  me  care  taken  in  the  selection  of  the 
Chinese  surgeons  the  health  of  the  passengers  has  been  well 
secured. 

Health. 

The  report  given  by  the  Colonial  surgeon  of  the  health  of  the 
Colony  is  very  satisfactory,  as  showing  that  the  admissions  to 
hospital  of  patients  generally,  of  the  troops,  and  of  the  police 
were  less  than  in  1873,  even  though  that  year  compared  favourably 
with  previous  years,  that  tiie  mortality  was  less,  and  that  the  per- 
centage  of  deaths  amongst  the  foreign  residents  was  2-85,  or 
somewhat  less  than  the  avenge  of  the  last  10  years. 

It  will  also  be  seen  firom  this  officer's  report  that  the  typhoon 
of  September  last  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  old  hospital, 
which  suffered  so  severely  that  the  patients  were  of  necessity 
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Horn  S«ra»  moved  to  the  look  hoq>itiiI^iffh6ro  they  jremamed  until  tempneary 
""^        accommodation  could  be  prepueed  ^etaewhere. 

Thjb  site  iiMr  the  luow  hospitai  ii  p»^>affed  and  the  hnil^Qg  wiU 
he  {ffooeeded  witii  ab  Joan  as  iUb  plans  .aie  lataxned  ta  ihe 

^^*^y-  I  hare,  &c. 

'(S^ned)        J.  Gabdikeb  Attstin, 

Admmistrator* 
^nie 'Sight  Hon.  Thellarl  of  Csmanron, 

Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  Btate , 
&c.  &a  &c 


MAuamue.  ItATJRmiJS. 


Hn-lfl. 


Qoyenror  'Sir  Akthub  Pjhatbb,  K:,C.S J.,  C-B^  to  The  Eakl 
OF  Caenabvow. 

Mt  Losd,  Manstias^  September  13, 1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  fhe  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony 
fiDr  the  year  1874)  together  m&i  my  r^st  ihececm. 

A  report  dated  the  19th  of  May  last,  on  die  SeyeheUea  Ishuids 
tot  ihe  same  period  by  the  Omef  ^OaviL  Oonimiaaioner  of  Amt 
dependency,  is  also  enclosed. 

(Sgne4)        A  W.  PfiAYBE. 
The  Bi^  Hon.  3%ie  Ead  of  Camarron^ 
^c.  &C.  &C. 


Bepobt  on  the  MAUBSErmB  Itaxm  Book  for  187^. 

Taxation. 

1.  A  few  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  the  rates  of 
taxation.  One  of  the  principal  sources  of  income  is  licenses  on 
professions,  trades,  and  callings.  The  law  reflating  these  was 
amended,  the  amounts,  payable  being  in  some  instances  raised,  in 
oAeis  reduced.  In  a  tew  cases,  that  of  booksellers  for  instance, 
the  poBsesnon  (£  a  Hcense  was  bo  longer  made  obligatory.  A 
sUgfat  TednGti(ni  was  made  in  quay  dues.  Ordinance  No.  13  of 
11^4  repealed  the  laws  uiider  which  special  duties  of  excise  and 
tmstoms  were  levied  ler  sanitary  purposes,  and  re-imposed  them 
wiA  slight  Tariations  for  general  purposes.  No  other  alterations 
in  taxation  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Bectipts  and  Eaopenditure. 

2.  The  revenue  for  the  past  two  years  and  tbe  ayerage  receipts 
for  the  precedings  ten  years  iiaye  -been  a»  -follows^  -omittmg 
fractionB'J— 


Maubxcidb* 


^Yecage  JDr.10  jean  ending 

^ 

Blst  December. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

£ 

£ 

M 

l.iCtiBtoms     ... 

. 

200,511 

520,782 

^2,H2 

2.  Harbour  daee 

• 

28,411 

25,055 

J20,6«6 

8.  Load  sales,  rente,  &c. 

. 

4,068 

8,559 

4^444 

4.  Begistration  and  mortgage  dnfis 

- 

26,746 

26,484 

22,0«8 

5.  Jioenses  and  peimita 

. 

170,156 

180,805 

199^16 

6.  .Stamps      ... 

- 

8,928 

10,814 

11^497 

7.  Taxes         .           .           - 

.- 

16,199 

18,902 

18,864 

8.  Postage      ... 

- 

6,154 

4^96 

.5,206 

9.  Ernes,  fori<BitiBres>  and  fees  of  Conrt 

15,806 

12,148 

Jl4y4a2 

10.  Peesof  office 

8,676 

6,582 

.5387 

11.  SaleofOoyemaMnt  property 

1,244 

1,988 

8,425 

12.  J^imborsemeBtB     - 

28,894 

25,909 

.1M76 

18.  MisoeUaneoos 

.  2,620  \ 
196  / 

8,511 

91,1182 

14.  Interest      - 

28,028 

21,278 

a&^i 

I5.J(eeeipts    bj  .General    Board 

of 

JSealth  and  Poor  Law  Commission 

■  • 

. 

4a8 

16.  JSaihray  and  telegiaphs     . 

« 

77,062 

m,97j9 

12%3^ 

Total       - 

606,098 

690,081 

720,180 

8.  The  year  under  review  has  not  been  a  faroorable  one^  yet 
the  prindpal  -heads  of  -rerenue,  customs,  licensee^  and  permits 
show  an  iBoreaae.  Thii^  howererjis  ohiefly  an  appar^Dtt,  luit  a 
neal  iscreoBe,  for  m  the  years  preidaas  to  1874  and  until  tthe 
21«t  Ootober  of  that  year,  spedal  ^^ustoms,- duties^  and  taxes,  were 
levied  for  sanitary  and  poor  law  purposes,  the  amount  jsolleeted 
whereby  was  not  inoloded  in  the  revenue*  But  in  1874,  by  Qrdi- 
nanoe  No.  18  of  .that  yeM:,  the  whole  of  ihese  fi(>e(Hal  duties,  as  £ur 
as  xcgards  sanitary  purposes  and  part  of  those  relating  to  poor 
law  nw&axMd,  ware  leonsoKdated  vdfch  general  revenue.  The 
BBaeipts  firom  oustcMus,  lieenses,  and  ipennits  for  the  last  two  and 
a  fafuf  months  .of  the  year  were  eooiseqaently  increased  fay  an 
amount  winch  may  -be  approxittatfily  stated  at  18,4S0/.  4s.  The 
deeiease  in  registration  and  mortgage  dues  results  chiefly  irom.  the 
eheok  to  the  transfer  of  immavaHe  firoperty,  while  a  large  portion 
of  the  increase  under  lioenaes  and  permits  results  from  a  greater 
quantity  of  spirits  paying  duty  and  a  larger  number  of  licenses  for 
retail  spirits  having  been  taken  out  in  1874. 

5.  The  increase  in  postage  is  satis&ctoiy,  but  may  be  regarded 
as  a  casual  extension.  The  miscellaneous  and  special  receipts  :are 
largely  increased,  from  3,511/.  to  21,232?. 

*  The  average  of  the  reyenne  for  the  railway  and  telegraph  is  for  9  years  only,  as 
the  railway  was  only  opened  in  1864. 
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MATOmus.        g^  rphg  expenditure  for  the  year  and  for  the  previous  year,  with 
the  average  ror  ten  years,  were  as  follows : — 


Arerage  for  10  yean  ending  1872. 

- 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1.  Bstablishments   fixed  and  tempo- 

£ 

£      ^ 

i& 

raiY,  withallowanoes 
2.  Pennons    - 

- 

237,892 

228,592 

228,864 

. 

14.S08 

15,264 

14,140 

S.  Bevenne  serrioes   - 

-. 

9,582 

8,082 

9,160 

4.  Administration  of  Jostioe 

8,121 

9,040 

11,752 

2,S62 

2,651 

8^040 

6.  CSiaritable  allowances 

107 

70 

401 

7.  Bdaeation  - 

5,842 

5,269 

5,764 

8.  Hospitals   - 

10,050 

10,589 

10,788 

9.  Polioe  and  gaols    - 

•   6,011 

8,187 

7,604 

10.  Bent 

5|826 

6,211 

6,610 

11.  Transport  - 

2,656 

2,271 

1,952 

12.  Mails 

21,677 

5,421 

5,419 

IS.  Works  and  bofldings 

2M92 

20|806 

19,010 

14.  Boads  and  bridges 

19,179 

9,768 

12,977 

15.  Misoellaneons 

9,144 

28,882 

50,192 

16.  Interest      - 

12,980 

16,781 

20,222 

17.'  (^yH  stores 

88,088 

24,848 

88,107 

18.  Military     - 

.    85,228 

22,598 

20,658 

19.  Quays,  9tc 

20.  ImmigratioB 

21.  Drantaokandrefimdofd 

11,866 

12,888 

16,890 

lirtiee      - 

16,782 
4,611 

14,042 
9,949 

8,810 
7,802 

22.  Quarantine 

426 

942 

IMS 

28.  Debenture  debt      - 

77,797 

98,424 

81,649 

24.  Bailway  working  department        -  { 

69,107 

106,706 

126,648 

25.  General  Board  of  Healdi 

. 

JAooonnted 
1  ratelyintl 

for    sepa-1 
leieyean.    j 

22,898 

Totals 

624,829 

657,110 

727,068 

7.  The  expenditure  exceeded  the  income  by  6,933?.,  and  was 
greater  in  1874  than  in  the  previous  year  by  nearly  70,000/. 
TUs  increase  is  in  great  iMurt  occasioned  by  writing  off  during  the 
year  a  sum  of  28^000?.^  wnich  was  transferred  to  credit  c^  savings 
bank  to  make  good  irrecoverable  loans^  defalcations^  and  purchases 
of  land  made,  to  the  extent  of  that  amount  in  previous  years. 
There  is  also  included  an  increase  of  nearly  20,000/.  in  nulway 
expenditure  by  the  purchase  of  two  locomotives  and  the  the  cost 
of  new  works.  The  expenditure  of  the  Board  of  Health  from 
October  21  to  the  end  of  the  year  to  the  amount  of  22,300/.  is 
now  for  the  first  time  included  in  the  accounts  of  the  general 
expenditure.  There  must  also  be  added  a  contribution  of  6,000/. 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commission  in  compensation  of  special  duties 
which  were  taken  away  from  that  body  by  Ordinance  13  of  1874, 
before  alluded  to. 

8.  In  addition  to  the  expenditure  charged  to  the  year  a  sum  of 
34,952/.  was  written  off  on  account  of  irrecoverable  assets,  some  of 
which  had  been  barred  by  prescription  of  30  years  and  iiu»re. 
This  sum  was  struck  out  from  the  available  assets  of  the  Colony, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Government,  as  has  already 
been  reported  in  detail. 
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9.  The  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  receipts  being  6^933/.    Mauritius. 
will  be  met  by  available  assets.  

Local  Revenues. 

10.  The  revenue  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Port  £ 

Louis  amounted  to     -            -            "            -  40,826 

The  expenditure             -             -            -             .  38,764 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  of       2,172 

11.  The  Municipal  Corporation  did  not  contract  anj  fresh  loans, 
and  no  part  of  its  debt  fell  due  during  the  jear^ 

12.  The  General  Board  of  Health  ceased  by  Ordinance  No.  13 
of  1874  to  possess  any  separate  revenue  from  October  21.  The 
special  taxes  previously  levied  for  sanitary  purposes  were  thence- 
forward consolidated  with  the  regular  customs  and  excise  duties 
and  carried  to  general  revenue.  The  revenue  of  the  board  to  the 
20th  October  was  23,697Z.,  and  the  expenditure  28,484/.  This 
sum  does  not  include  20,752/.  paid  in  England  for  water  pipes 
ordered  by  the  board.  The  total  expenditure  of  the  General  Board 
of  Health  during  the  year  amounted  to  49,236/.  That  of  the  Local 
Board  of  Port  Louis,  which  ceased  to  exist  as  a  separate  corpora- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  33,043/.  The  total  expenditure 
for  sanitary  objects  was  therefore  82,279/. 

1 3.  The  revenue  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  amounted      £ 

to       - 33,031 

And  the  expenditure  to  •  -  -  -     31,926 


Leaving  a  balance  in  &ivour  of  the  Commission  of     1,105 

14.  There  was  also  a  large  debt  due  to  the  Government  at  the 
end  of  the  year  for  treatment  of  paupers  in  the  civil  hospital  and 
lunatic  asylum.  This  debt  has  since  been  taken  over  by  Govern- 
ment. 

Assets  and  Liabilities. 

15.  These  consist  of  funds  in  the  custody  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Currency,  the  manager  of  the  savings  bank,  and  the  curatelle, 
tibe  amount  in  the  treasury  proper,  and  the  rdlway  construction 
i^count.  The  Commissioners  of  Currency  had  assets  exceeding 
their  liabilities  by  a  sum  of  10,920/.  This  surplus  is  intended  to 
cover  any  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  securities  held  by  them^ 
The  savings  .bank,  with  liabilities  amounting  to  250,640/.,  had 
that  amount  covered  by  cash  balances  and  investments.  The 
curatelle  had  its  balances  out  on  loan,  and  9,906/.  in  cash.  The 
treasury  had  apparent  assets  to  the  amount  of  150,245/.  beyond 
its  liabilities,  but  by  excluding  all  sums  due  to  Government  and 
not  recoverable,  the  real  assets  amounted  at  the  end  of  1874  to 
43,645/. 

87458.  B 
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MAiTKmiTK  19.  The  pnblie  debtiB  ol  the  Goleaj  at  the  end  of  1874  eoasuked 
of  (1)  the  Government  debenture  aceonnt,  (2)  tlie  debeDtnredebt 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commission^  (3)  the  debt  of  the  late  Local  Board 
of  Health  to  the  Municipal  Corpomtion  of  Port  Louis,  and  (4)  the 
debenture  debt  of  the  -Municipal  Corporation,  the  Government 
debenture  debt  on  aecount  of  the  Maiiritiasr  railwaj,  aauxmtsd  to 
900,000/.  Of  this  300,000/.  is  payable  ia  1878.  The  sinldng 
fund  amounted  at  the  end  of  1874  to  113,828/.  The  debenture 
debt  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  was  18,250/.,  and  that  of  the 
Local  Board  of  HealA  14,3 11/.  Both  now  wiU  be  paid  hj  Govern- 
ment. The  debenture  debt  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  amounted 
to  130,640/.  Of  this  the  sum  of  8,700/.  is  payable  in  the  year 
1881,  and  the  rest  at  different  periods  between  that  time  and 
1889. 

17.  The  reserve  funds  of  the  Munifiipal  Corporation  at  tha  end 
of  ia74  amounted  ta  4,200/. 

Military  Expenditure. 

18.  The  mffitary  expenditure  for  Aeyear  ffEBOfmted  ta  20,7411 
The  number  of  troops  present  in  tbe^  Colony  during  the  last  motA 
of  tfie  year  was : 

Staff,  &e.         .  -  -  -  -  •     19 

Artillery  officers^  non-commissioned  ofi!cer»,  and  privates    80 
Infantry  officers,  non-commissioBed  officers,  and  privates  344 


Total  .  461 


Public  fForks. 


19.  The  work  o&  buildings  diuring  the  y^ear  conmted  m  com- 
iweneing,  carrying  on,  or  finishing,  the  main  or  subsidiary  buildings 
of  various  edifices  for  the  Government  service.  Those  which 
chiefly  occupied  the  department  during  the  year  were  school- 
houses  and  the  Koyal  College,  the  Beformatory,  the  Orphan 
Asylum,  the  CentraJ  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  Observatory,  and  a 
court-house  at  Flaeq.  The  sums  expended  on  these  amounted 
to  7,644/. 

20.  For  the  annual  repairs  to  the  Rojal  College,  to  schools, 
to  court-houses,  prisons,  hospitals,  poKce  stations,  quarantine 
buildings,  lighthouses,  11,148/.  was  expended.  Bepairing  harrS- 
cane  damages  to  aD  buildings  cost  1,036/. 

^1.  Mauritius  is  well  supplied  with  main  roads.  Branch  ro«6k 
still  remain  to  be  built  in  a  few  remote  parts  of  the  iisland. 
These  are  being  gradually  constructed.  During  the  year  necw 
roads,  bridges,  canals,  and  alterations  cost  2,118/. 

22.  Maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges,  incluifing  labour,  hos- 
pitals, and  medical  attendance  to  workmen  amounted  to  II,340f. 
The  repair  of  hurricane  damages  to  roads  cost  574/.  Tfce  totat 
amount,  therefore,  expended  on  public  works,  not  incTudtng  raiB- 
way  and  telegraph  lines,  omitting  fractions,  amounted  to  32fiT8L 
This  amount  does  not  include  works  for  sanitary  purposes  executed 
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nsder  the  order?  of  liie  General  fnul  Lecai  Bo«d0  of  Health.  Tbe    MAmomTs. 
mere  extenme  of  these  were  carried  out  fer  the  mproTeHeat  of        ""^ 
the  city  of  Port  Lohk^  and  mveived  ai^  expeaditare  of  2f7/)Wl 

Railwajfs  and  Tehgraph. 

33»  There  «ve  two  Mnefr  ^  railwaj^eaoh  of  Tfliidi  is  sia^e. 
The  first  or  northern  line^  loaving  Port  Louis^  rans  ii0vDi«^ast  to 
Poudre  lyOr,  and  circKng  ronnd  to  the  east  coast  proceeds  southeiiy 
to  Flacq,  and  temnaatesr  art;  Gh*aDd  Biver^  south-east.  It^  has  a 
length  of  30  mUes.  The  second  or  Midland,  leaving  Port  liOuis  at 
the  same  station  as  the  Northern  line,  and  having  rails  continuous 
with  it^iuns  across  the  island  in  a  southrcast  direction,  and  ter- 
minates at  Mahebourg,  ids^on  the  easiooMt.  It  has  a  length  of 
SSmikaw 

24.  Tha  following  is  Ae  return  of  receq^s  and  expenses  for 
the  yeas  uder  review,  awi  for  the  preca£iig  year  : — 


1S74. 

1S7S. 

Grow  receipts 

Woikingaad  coutiagent  esp^iies    - 

- 

A         8.     d. 
128,431     0    0 

1    109,648    0    0 

£        a,    d, 
129,223     0    0 

97,089     0    0 

Siifpli» 

'     ia,79©    0*    <► 

aOflMr    0    (V 

TUft  itaaU  is  not  fialiafiwlMy^  Likei|pBMiy  ether  Ioase»whieb 
have  to  be  borne,  this  is  traced  to  the  fatal  hurricane  of  March. 
Owing  to  the  short  crop  of  .smgat,  21^13  tons  less  than  in  1873 
were  conveyed,  representing  a  loss  in  receipts  of  7,110/. ;  and  the 
damager  done  to  the  Ime  rendered  neeesaary  aai  eaq^dkuce  of 
5,5187.  fbr  repairs  and  aHeratwns. 

35.  In  the  expemCtuie,  it  nmst  be  adde^,  wss  Biao-  znclefded 
the  sum  of  7,6897.  for  three  new  locomotive  engines. 

26.  The  tdeigrapbic  wires,  which  are  continutfoer  to  the  railway 
are  under  the  general  direction  of  the  engineer  and  manager,  and 
directly  of  a  special  superintendent. 

27.  During  the  year  the  train-^gnalling  messages  and  railway 
service  messages  numbered  79,016.  The  messages  for  the  various 
departments  of  G'OvenRneirt  mnulfered  9§8y  tsaA  these  senfl  by 
pnvate  personsj  for  which  alone  a  casbpaynefrt  isHRMdie,  amomted 
to  8,830f. 

28.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  y^u",  faeladieiig'eatabKri'HBestd', 
amounted' to  l,94St 

29.  The  cash  receipt*  fcr*  iiWHS^eg  sent  by  private  persene 
amoimted  to  654/.  The  cost  of  messages  sent  by  Gof^mment 
departments  on  the  public  service,.  £:>r  which  no  payment  is  made, 
amounted  to  75/. 

30.  During  the  year  a  short  branch  telegraph  lioewvts  made, 
to  connect  the  new  astronomical  observatory  at  PJEHM^emousses 
with  the  SigiUkl  Mountain  at  Port  Louis.    By  this  means  the  time- 

B  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26Q 


PAPERS  BELATING  TO 


Mauritius. 


ball  on  tbat  mountain  is  dropped.  The  approach  of  hurricanes 
and  other  obeeryations  of  importance  are  also  announcedi  as 
already  mentioned^  in  another  section  o£  this  report, 

EstablishmenU. 

31.  The  foUowing  statement  shows  the  expenditure  for  the  ten 
years  ending  1874 : — 


Year. 

Salaries. 

Allowances  and 
Contingencies 

TotaL 

iL 

£ 

£ 

1865 

218^77 

80,998 

244,275 

186S 

222^456 

84,722 

257,178 

1867 

215,762 

28,607 

244^349 

1868 

211,627 

28,505 

240,182 

1869 

208,883 

25,721 

284,604 

1870 

206,865 

28,207 

234,572 

1871 

206,039 

27,903 

235,242 

1872 

205,144 

24,603 

229,747 

1873 

204,981 

23,611 

228,592 

1874 

204,750 

24,114 

228,864 

32.  The  disbursements  for  establishments  have  been  included  in 
the  table  of  general  expenditure ;  but  the  detailed  statement  is 
here  given  for  the  sake  of  ready  comparison.  There  is  a  slight 
increase  in  the  amount  disbursed  during  1874^  on  account  of 
allowances  and  contingencies ;  but  care  is  being  taken  to  reduce 
these  items,  with  due  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service. 

Population. 

33.  A  census  of  Mauritius  was  made  in  1871.  The  numbers 
of  the  resident  population^  that  is^  not  including  in  the  military  or 
those  on  board  ship  in  the  harbours  of  Mauritius,  was  then  found 
to  be— 

Males  -  -  -     193^75 

Females  •  -  -     122,467 


Total 


316,042 


Since  then  the  BegistmvGeneral  has  made  annually  an  estimate 
of  the  populati<m,  bf^ed  on  the  returns  he  receives  from  the  Civil 
Status  Officers  of  births  and  death ;  and  also  on  the  arrivals  and 
departures  by  sea,  as  reported. 

34.  The  population  is  divided  into  two  classes,  Indian  and 
General,  (m  the  31st  of  December  the  estimated  numbers  in 
Mauritius  were : — 


Indian. 


Males 
Females 


150,008 
83,309 


233,317 
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General, 

56,071 
49,983 

BIaubitiu*. 

Total 

-     339,371 

Males 
Females 


For  the  sake  of  comparison  the  numbers  on  31st  December 
1873  are  here  given : — 

Indian. 

MiJes  -  -  -     147,172 

Females        -  -  -      80,852 

228,024 

General. 

Males  -  -  -      54,353 

Females        ...      49,405 

103,758 


Total        -        -     331,782 

35.  Thus  the  increase  in  1874  was  :— 

Indian  Papulation. 

Males  -  -  -     1*9  per  cent. 

Females         -  -  -     3*0  per  cent. 

General  Population. 

Males  -  -  -    3*1  per  cent 

Females         -  -  -     1*1  per  cent. 

36.  The  death  rate  of  the  general  population  was  32*7  per 
1,000.  That  of  the  Indian  population,  23  per  1,000.  In  1873  it 
was  41  and  30  respectively. 

,  37.  The  number  of  children  bom  alive  and  registered  was 
11,984,  of  which  6,073  were  boys  and  5,911  girls.  The  pro- 
portion of  births  to  the  general  female  population  was  83  per 
1^000 ;  to  the  Indian  femate  population,  93  per  1,000. 

38.  Ten  thousand  and  nineteen  deaths  among  the  resident 
population  were  registered.  Of  these  there  were  1,820  male  and 
1,650  female  deaths  amouff  the  general  population ;  and  3,989 
xnale  and  2,560  fanale  deaths  among  the  Indian  population.  The 
deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  form  39*2  per  cent,  of 
the  total  mortality. 

39.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  figures  given  above  do  not 
include  the  population  cf  Bodrigues  nor  of  Seychelles  islands. 

Immigration. 

40.  Immigration  of  labourers  firom  India  to  Mauritius  is  a 
subject  of  deep  importance  to  the  Colony. 
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MAuxnm.       41.  The  number  actually  hiaAed.  At  the  Depdt  in  Port  Louis 
""■^        during  the  year  was — 

Men .            '            -          .  .            -  4,156 

Women         .            .            •            .  1,718 

JBoyfi 662 

Gide              -            •            -            -  516 

Total    -  -    7^052 

42.  They  arrived  in  18  ships  from  Calcutta  and  Madras ;  630 
of  these  had  been  in  Mauritius  before. 

43.  The  sanitary  cenfitionof  the  immigrants  was  Tery  satis* 
factory. 

44.  The  total  nunriber  of  Indian  emigrants  from  Mauritius  who 
returned  to  their  country  was— 

Males  -  .  .  .    2,874 

Females         -  -  -  -     1,201 


Total    -  -     4,075 

This  number  includes  445  males  and  422  females  bom  in  the 
island. 

45.  The  amount  of  money  in  cash  or  drafts  declared  by  the 
above  emigrants  as  being  taken  with  them  was  65,495/.  But  455 
men  stated  they  had  no  money. 

46.  Of  those  who  embarked,  513  had  their  passages  paid  by 
Government  under  existing  rules;  and  3,562  paid  tbeir  own 
passages.    The  cost  of  return  passages  was  to — 

£  tu    d. 
Calcutta      -  -  -  -  -    2  15     0 

Madras        -  -  -  -  -2  10    0 

Bombay      -  -  -  -  -300 

47.  The  amount  of  money  renntted  to  India  l3n-ongfa  the  Pro- 
tector of  Immigrants  during  the  year  was  15,523/. 

46.  The  number  of  Indian  immigrants  in  the  Colony  on  f3ie 
last  day  of  the  year  was — 

Males 107,758 

Females        ...  -  -      45,103 


Total        -  -     152,861 

49.  The  births  among  Indian  immigrants  during  the  year  was 
6,966. 

50.  During  the  year,  63,137  labourers,  whose  original  term  of 
agreement  foi  service  had  expired,  made  new  engagementgf  for 
labom*.  Of  these,  40,214  re-engaged  with  tlie  same  employerff. 
Four-fifths  of  these  re-engagements  were  for  periods  not  exc< 
one  year.  The  number  of  Indians  bom  in  the  island  who  eu^ 
for  labour  in  1874  was  6^10,  being  more  than  double  the  joiaak 
of  that  class  that  so  engaged  in  1870. 
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51%  Tbe  anmber  of  aumdea  anoi^  ladiaite  in  Maorititis  is  still    Mmuxoui. 
very  ieixgb*    In  the  past  year  it  was  49.     0£  these,  7  were  hj        *"* 
£emles.    Tbe  seasotu  aasigned  for  suioideB  «re  chiefly  bad  healtb, 
but  TQiB  edbject  has  mot  been  cleadj  elncidated. 

52.  The  mortality  of  Indians  on  sugar  estates  during  due  year 
wBBf  «i  nearly  as  can  foe  disooTfiied  from  the  returns,  28  per 
tixoosand.  This  is  abo«t  5  per  ociit  less  than  tlie  death  rate  o£ 
the  OTiend  popoktion,  idxioh,  of  cotom,  includes  the  city  of 
Pact  jLionis. 

^8.  The  amount  of  deposits  in  the  GoTecmiient  SaTings  Bank 
hdd  by  Lidians  at  the  end  of  1874  yvns  I25,42&;. 

54.  The  number  of  Indians  convicted  uinbr  the  Xiabonr  Imw^ 
IB  1874  ioT  refanng  to  wosk,  imlawful  absence,  desertion,  «nd 
such  liln^  iv«B  4,473,  against  4,073  in  the  previous  year.  Tim 
nomber  of  convictions  of  enadoyors  on  ihe  •complaant  of  IniBan 
immignoiis  for  non-payment  ai  ivaees,  breach  of  ration  rules,  axid 
so  xm,  mns  l^Sldy  against  1,633  in  tibe  previous  year. 

EducatioTU 

55.  Primary  instraoftion  in  MauritRB  is  supported  by  Govern- 
ment, through  the  agency  of  two  dbasses  of  schools : — 

fl.)  Those  entirely  uMer  Government  control ; 
{2.)  Those  asfiisted  by  animal  gmnts  of  money. 

56.  The  pupils  of  these  schools  consist  tor  the  most  part  of  two 
clafises  of  vie  inhabitants;  those -of  African  Orecde  descent  and 
those  of  Indian  birth  or  descent.  The  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
in  his  Animal  Report,  i^oiarke,  '^  Tbeiie  is  no  appreciable  difference 
^*  in  the  status  of  the  pupils;  a  large  proportion  of  the  children 
'^  are  either  orj^ians  or  tfa^  offi^ipring  of  parents  in  very  necessitous 
**  eiicumstances.^ 

57.  The  avera^  number  of  children  on  the  books  of  Govern- 
ment schools  at  the  close  of  the  year,  which  fairly  represents  the 
average  number  for  the  whole  year,  was  as  follows : — 


Boys. 

Qiri8. 

TWal. 

OatheteokA    .... 
Average  attendance      ... 

2,575 

1,S4» 
740 

6|M7 

8315 

Of  theise  pupils  an  approximate  estimate  shows  that  not  more 
than  20  per  cent,  were  of  Indian  birth  and  ori^.  But  this  is  a 
considerable  increase  on  previous  years,  mie  rest  were  Creoles, 
principally  of  African  descent. 

58*  In  the  Creole  schools  the  English  and  Frenoh  lanmages 
are  taught.  In  schools  established  for  the  Indian  population,  of 
which  there  were  18  in  operation  during  the  year^  English  and 
one  liidiaa  laa^flge  are  taught.  The  superintendent  remarks, 
^^  Mki  to  teach,  not  means»  are  wanted.  Neither  high  salaries 
'^  nor  the  frequent  appeals  to  the  managers  of  eduoational  lasti- 
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Maubitxus.    '^  tates  in  India  and  Ceylon  haye,  up  to  the  present,  proved 

"""^        **  suflSciently  stong  to  induce  trained  teachers  to  quit  thdr  native 

'*  land    for    the   sphere  of    usefulness  which  Mauritius  oflfers. 

*'  Wherein  lies  this  great  difficulty?     Chiefly  in  the  multiplicity 

''  of  dialect.** 

59.  The  instruction  of  Indian  children  in  Government  schools 
is  therefore  defective,  and  to  establish  a  thoroughly  efficient  plan 
vnll  be  a  work  of  difficulty.  A  collateral  branch  for  training 
Indians  as  teachers  has  now  been  established  in  the  Creole  Normal 
School,  but  the  difficulty  of  language  is  great.  There  are  now 
three  sections,  Hindustani,  Hindi,  and  Tanul ;  and  one  for  Bengali 
vnll  probably  be  required. 

60.  In  Government  schools  the  clergy  are  admitted  to  instruct 
those  PJ^iIb*  whose  parents  desire  it,  in  their  religious  duties. 

61.  Tne  amount  received  for  school  fees  duriiL^,  the  year  was 
862/.  In  the  grant-in-aid  schools  the  following  rerams  have  been 
rendered,  but  boys  and  girls  are  not  shown  separately  for  1874 : — 

Average  number  on  the  books  •  .  -     2,734 

Average  attendance      .  -  -  -     1,816 

62.  There  are  denominational  schools,  of  which,  in  1874, 30  were 
imder  Boman  Catholic  managers,  12  under  Church  of  England, 
and  two  Independent.  Eacn  school  received  an  annual  grant, 
varying  in  amount  according  to  circumstances  from  36/.  to  48/. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  revised  conditions  were  passed,  under 
which  such  grants  will  in  future  be  made.  They  had  not  been 
brought  into  operation  when  the  year  closed. 

63.  The  superintendent  remarks  that  ex-pupils  of  Government 
schools  are  to  be  found  in  all  conditions  of  employ.  Of  late  years 
the  greater  number  have  adopted  some  trade  or  handicraft. 

64.  The  total  amount  of  expenditure  on  education  during  the 
year  amounted  to  5,764/. 

Criminal  Justice. 

65.  The  report  on  crime  was  submitted  by  the  Procureur  and 
Advocate-General. 

66.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
criminal  cases  brought  before  the  courts  during  the  year.  The 
following  table  exhibits  the  numbers  of  such  cases  prosecuted 
during  the  two  past  years. 

Offences  brought  before  the  Courts. 


Ckmrti. 

1878. 

1874. 

Snpreme  Court         .           -           -           . 
District  courts          .... 
Stipendiaiy  courts    •          >          •          • 

90 

18,717 

9,884 

110 

ao,75« 

1S,011 

Total 

28,641 

38,877 

The  nature  of  the  offences  tried  before  the  Supreme  Court  in 
1874  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement.  The  races  of  the 
prisoners  charged  in  each  case  are  shown  separately : — 
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Offbnoes  tried  at  the  Assizes  in  1874. 
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Offences. 

Popula- 
tion. 

Descen- 
dants of  ex- 
apprentice 
Population. 

Oiher 
Creoles. 

Chinese. 

Arabs. 

Total. 

Murder - 

OdSor   offenoes   against 
tlie  person     - 

property 
Bobbery  with  ylQlence  - 
Other   offences    agbinst 

8 
4 

1 

35 

S 
S7 

S 
6 

11 

10 
2 

S 

1 
8 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

10 
4 
3 
8 

89 

3 
88 

6 
6 

76 

S8 

9 

3 

1 

110 

In  92  of  the  above  cases  the  persons  charged  were  Qonvicted;  in 
18  they  were  acquitted. 

67.  The  Indiiui  population  famishes  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
criminalB,  while  their  members  are  as  2*2  to  1  of  the  rest  of  the 
population.  The  African  Creoles,  from  the  greater  difficulty  of 
finding  employment,  consequent  on  the  commercial  depression  of 
the  Colony  and  the  arrival  of  Chinese  artizans  and  petty  traders, 
appear  to  have  been  thrown  out  of  work.  A  large  number  of  that 
class  of  the  population  were  convicted  of  house-breaking. 

68.  The  district  courts  in  Mauritius  take  cognizance  of  all 
crimes  and  misdemeanours.  The  magistrates  who  preside  in  them 
are  competent  to  pronounce  sentences  of  imprisonment  for  periods 
not  exceeding  12  months,  and  to  inflict  fines  of  not  more  tlutn  50/. 
In  crimes  of  a  serious  nature  the  persons  charged  are  committed 
to  tlie  Court  of  Assizes.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
and  nature  of  offences  brought  before  the  district  courts  in  the  last 
two  years : — 


Tears. 


1878 
1874 


940 
1,334 


6 
115 


398 
398 


735 
1,477 


Offences  against 

the  Law  relating 

to  Bevenne, 

Highway, 
Health,  and 

i 

other  Laws 

s 

relating  to  the 
Social  Economy 

3 

of  the  Colony. 

s 

8,883 

8,710 

7,014 

8,659 

9,561 
18,787 


It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  great  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  offences  during  the  year  1874.     But  although  offei^ces 
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Massdxdi.  against  propertf  have  beea  more  tfaaa  doubled,  the  great  increase 
^"^  in  the  numbers  of  oflfenoes  has  ajrisen  from  contraventions  aeainst 
sanitary  and  other  laws  relating  to  the  social  economy  of  the 
Colony.  The  following  is  a  comparati?e  statement  of  offences  in 
which  convictions  and  acquittals  occnrred  in  the  district  courts 
during  the  past  two  years. 


Dtsttict  Courts. 

1873. 

1874. 

CODTlCtiODS*  -              .... 
Acquittals     ..... 

9,561 
9,166 

18^87 
6,969 

69.  The  greater  proportion  of  convictions  in  iihe  year  under 
review  appears  to  be  due  to  greater  care  having  been  taken  by  the 
prosecutors  in  preparing  and  conducting  dieir  cases. 

G(wU  and  Prisonen. 

70.  Tliere  are  d^ht  rural  district  gaoH  &nd  one  central  gaol 
in^'the  dty  d  Port  fouis. 

71.  The  average  daily  number  of  prisoners  in  gaol  during  the 
year  was  1,189,  against  1,072  of  the  previous  year. 

72.  Tlie  general  death-rate  per  eent.  per  ansom  was  2*69 
against  3*54  m  1673. 

73.  The  total  number  of  iHrisoBBrB  oonvidied  in  1874  was  as 
fellows: — 

EuropeaBB    .  -  «  .       293 

Oreoks  ....     1,263 

ladiaas  ....    7,846 

Total        -    9,402 

Of  tiiese,  3,753  were  sentenced  for  non-payment  of  fines^  ooete^ 
&G. ;  and  €,942  received  Bentenoes  shorter  than  one  month. 

1,452  had  been  convkted  onoe  pievioody;  M^  twioo;  1,S23 
thrice  or  more. 

74.  There  were  1,717  offences  against  pdson  rules  in  1874, 
against  1610  in  1873. 

75.  The  number  of  disciplinary  punishments  inflicted  in  1874 
v^  1,717,  and  in  1873, 1,607. 

76.  The  number  fA  prisonees  who  escaped  in  1874  vras  92. 
Nearly  all  of  these  escaped  from  out-door  working  parties.  89 
escaped  prisoners  weie  recaptmred. 

77.  The  prisoners  are  employed  pftr%  in  industrial  occupations, 
but  principalhr  at  out-door  labour.  The  labour  of  those  in  Port 
Louis  has  effected  important  sanitary  improvements  at  the  lagoon 
termed  Mer  Bouge.  But  with  out-door  labour  discipline  is 
inqpossible. 

Gotteriimmt  B^formatary, 

78.  Under  Ordmanoe  No.  I  of  1867,  power  was  giTOT  <o  the 
Governor  of  Mauritius  to  establish  reformatory  scho(^  for  juvenila 
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offenders  not  exceeding  16  years  of  age ;  and  for  mmant  children    Maubitius* 
without  any  home  or  settled  abode,  or  resicling  with  j^rsons  of 
bad  character.     Subsidiary  rufes  were  ooacted  mdi  a  view  to  the 
instruction  of  the  children  in  letters  and  ipduwferial  handicraft^  and 
to  provide  for  their  moral  and  religious  trainiag. 

79.  A  juvenile  reformatory  for  boys  was  established  in  the  year 
1869^  under  the  above  ordinance.  It  is  situated  on  a  fine  piece  of 
land  containiDg  1T5  acres,  about  six  miles  from  Port  Louis.  It  is 
under  iSie  general  control  of  the  Inspector-Qcnerol  of  PoHce. 

80.  The  daily  average  number  of  boys  present  throu^out  the 
past  year  was  188.  The  number  actually  present  on  the  last  day 
of  thfi  year  was  181,  of  the  following  races : — 

Tn^mTMi  -  •  •81 

CrtoieB  (African  dMcents)        •    92 
Bombonese      -  -  -       2 

AfdeauB  -  -  -      6 

181 

There  vror^— 

Orphans  -  -  •  87 

Having  both  parents  -  -  61 

Father  only    -  -  -  M 

MotJieroQly    -  -  -  21 

181 

81.  Of  these  174  were  xA  11  years  oM  and  upwards  to  17  years. 
The  rest  below  11  years. 

82.  The  following  return  shows  the  Jiumbers  who  passed  through 
the  institution  during  1874,  and  how  they  were  disposed  of  :^— 

JBLemaining  oniast  day  t>£  1873  -  194 

New  boys  entered             -  *  88 

Betumed  from  masters      -  -  17 

Deserters  recaptured          -  -  18 

317 


Appreirtiaed 

5 

Escaped  -            -            - 

-    101 
»      21 

Died 

9 

R«mnm]«  m  hat  4aj  <£  1674 

.     181 

317 

Of  the  88  boys  reeeived  in  1874^  65  bad  not  been  ccavioted  of 
any  offence  before;  18  had  been  fioavicted  oooe ;  Stwiee;  and  2 
thnce  or  more. 
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MAVsirros.        Their  races  were — 

•"—  Indians  -  -  -50 

Creoles  (Afirican  descent)  -    34 

Bombonese      -  -  -      2 

Africans  -  -  -      2 

88 

Indian  boys^  therefore,  have  entered  in  greater  proportion  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

83.  The  17  who  returned  from  masters  are  those  who  had  been 
apprenticed  and  were  returned,  either  for  misconduct  or  from 
their  masters  not  requiring  them  longer.  Six  of  these  were  re- 
engaged, and  four  were  committed  to  prison  for  o£^ces. 

84.  llie  number  of  desertions  daring  the  year  was  21,  and  18 
were  recaptured. 

85.  The  boys  are  all  taught  trades,  handicrafts,  agriculture,  and 
horticulture.  The  total  expenditure  on  account  of  the  institution 
in  1874  was  3,223/.  The  rslue  of  the  b^s'  labour,  articles  made, 
and  produce  raised,  amounted  to  854/.  The  stock  on  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  valued  at  148/.  The  institution  is  therefore 
feur  from  bong  self-supporting,  but  is  every  year  improving  in  that 
respect     Discipline  is  well  supported,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 

Seneral  result  of  the  training  received  is  beneficial.  This  subject, 
owever,  is  surrounded  with  much  difficulty';  and  the  question  as 
to  the  emplovment  and  behaviour  of  the  boys  who  pass  out  of  the 
reformatory  is  engaging  attention. 

86.  The  health  of  tiie  inmates  has  been  excellent ;  327  cases 
were  treated  in  hospital^  and  there  were  9  deaths. 

Legiilation. 

87.  During  the  year  1874,  22  ordinances  were  passed  by  the 
Council  of  Government. 

88.  The  most  important  of  these  related  to  the  public  health, 
to  the  protection  and  disposal  of  Crown  lands,  and  to  prescriptive 
rights  of  the  Crown  against  private  parties,  as  well  as  of  private 
parties  agdnst  the  Crown. 

89.  In  re^d  to  public  health,  special  duties  of  customs  and  of 
excise  were  rarmerly  levied  for  sanitary  purposes.  This  law  was 
abolished  by  Ordinance  13  of  the  past  year,  but  the  amount  of 
duty  was  in  future  to  be  inclcuded  in  the  general  revenue.  The 
Colonial  Treasury  thus  became  responsible  for  providing  funds 
for  aU  sanitary  requirements. 

90.  By  Ordinance  8,  aD  local  boards  of  health  were  abolished, 
and  all  authority  was  centred  in  one  general  board.  That  board 
has,  under  the  ordinance,  an  executive  officer  in  the  city  of  Port 
Louis,  termed  **  Sanitary  Warden,"  and  **  Sanitary  Guardians  " 
in  the  rural  districts.  The  powers  of  the  General  Board  of  Health 
for  executing  puUic  works  for  sanitary  pQi^>06es,  for  framing 
regulations  and  enforcing  obedience  thereto,  are  amply  provid^ 
for. 
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91.  Two  other  ordinances  relating  to  the  public  healthy  sub-    Maukithts. 
sidiary  to  the  foregoing^  were  also  passed.  

92.  Ordinance  18,  for  the  protection  of  Crown  lands^  defined 
the  boundary  line  of  the  ''  Pas  G6om€trique6  ^  on  the  sea  coast, 
and  the  Crown  rights  therein ;  also  the  conditions  for  lease  and 
for  the  preservation  of  trees  on  such  lands.  The  Pas  G6om6' 
triques  were  declared  in  Ordinance  10  of  the  year  to  be  impre- 
scriptible and  inalienable. 

93.  The  disposal  of  other  Crown  lands  by  free  grant  for  reli- 
gious, charitable,  or  educational  purposes,  and  by  base  or  public 
auction  sale  in  all  other  cases,  was  provided  for.  All  smiatters 
can  be  ejected  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law.  The  ordinance 
also  provided  for  the  appointment  of  forest  rangers  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  woods  and  forest  laws  of  the  Colony,  and  of 
forest-keepers  in  forests  owned  by  private  proprietors,  who  were 
to  be  paid  by  the  owners,  but  to  have  the  same  authority  as 
rangers. 

94.  By  Ordinance  10  the  same  lapse  of  time  which  bars  the 
rights  and  actions  real  or  personal  of  private  parties  against  the 
Crown  was  declared  to  bar  the  rights  of  the  Crown  against  private 
parties. 

95.  The  laws  relating  to  licenses,  under  which  licenses  for  occu- 
pations, trades,  and  professions  are  issued,*  were  remodelled  and 
consolidated  by  ordinance  No.  17.  By  licenses  about  a  fourth  of 
the  revenue  of  the  Colony  is  raised,  and  this  ordinance  by  simpli- 
fying the  law  rendered  a  service  to  all  concerned  in  trades  and 
occupations. 

96.  The  other  ordinances  passed  le^late  for  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Bishop  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Mauritius ;  for  public 
holidays  and  bank  holidays ;  for  mendly,  literary,  and  scientific 
societies ;  for  the  preparation  of  the  lists  of  jurors ;  for  allowances 
to  witnesses  and  their  travelling  expenses  in  proceedings  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  subjects  of  mmor  importance. 

Trade. 

97.  The  value  of  imports  and  exports  of  Mauritius  and  its 
dependencies  for  1874,  and  for  the  previous  year,  omitting  fractions, 
was  as  follows :— 


1874. 

1878. 

In  1874. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Imports,  Merchandise     - 

Eiports,  Itovhandise     - 
^       Specie  .. 

2,427^02 
156^18 

2,697,892 
822^1 

£ 
2,165*400 

288,701 
8,288,700 

186,701 

A 
262,402 

185,760 

132,888 
540,808 

Grand  Total 

5,604,478 

5,829,502 

448,162 

678,191 

Kgk*  ilr^MMiaA          _                . 

225»029 
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Mausriub* 


98.  In  ftdditioiL  to  the  abare-mentHnxed  report  of  specie  wttch 
appears  in  the  Customs  statement  for  IdT4,  IncSan  immigfaBtB 
retuniiiig  to  tb^  country  carried  specie  to  l&e  rvkte  of  65,495Z. 
So  statement  of  the  export  of  specie  by  rettim  iiumiggnBtfr  in  1873 
W88  made. 

99.  The  prjncipat  article  of  export^  nsmd^^  si^8r>  show9  a 
fidfing  off.  xhe  fc^owtng^stat^nent  shows  iit&  qnsntitfand  ^liiie 
of  sugar,  being  hoipe  produce,  exported  for  Ae  hat  three  ycawr— 


1872    - 

laaa  * 

1844    - 


Tqds. 


122,188 
99,98» 


Taicre.       jBsteiperCwt; 


£ 
2,817,2»1» 

2^982,590* 

2,29^,214* 


£    8.  d. 

12  2} 

i    4  U 

1     9  8 


Kctc 


Theaer  nrtes*  are 
latri.  en  tbft 
yalye  of  the  flogmc  e^ 
ported,  not  on  tne  mar- 
ket rstes. 


lOCL  The  lacgest.  cuuatitjr  waa  exported,  ta  the  United  King;- 
dom;  tkfiiiAttstadia,lDdia,aadtheCapeof  (}oodH«^)ey8e¥e]»^ 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned,  took  the  greatest 
Am#>inifc ;  maid  the  rest  went  to  vanous  pasta  of  the  world,  but 
pnndpfllly  to  countnes  of  Europe. 

101«  Tke  reduced  quantity  exported  resulted  from  the  (famage 
done  to  the  eane  planMioBs  bj  a  hurricane  in  Mardi  ia749idu)^ 
heted  hx  five  daya. 

102.  The  other  articles  of  export,  the  produce  of  the  Colony, 
whick  ace  naing  m.  importance,  are  vanilky  aloeribre,  eocoih-nut 
gdI,  andmnu 

103k  The  value  of  thiBe  ezpocted  duiing  the  last  three  yauev 
as  fiJIowa; — 


— 

1872. 

,          1878* 

• 
1824. 

Aloe^fattt 

Cocoa-nntoft     .           .           - 

Run      -           -           -           - 

£ 

10^60 
4,«84 
1,071 

39,664 

12^16 
4,416 
9,505 

47,082 

£ 

29,9tl 

4,403 

14,297 

49^8 

Savings  BanJu 

104.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  year  was  93,6342.,  of 
which  51,990^2;  was  by  Indians.  The  depoiBitB  wem  6,160/;  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  But  the  deposits  by  Indians  increased 
6^3U 

105.  The  amount  withdraim  was.  10T;362Z.,  of  this  45,45  UL  was 
withdrawn  by  Indians.  The  withAmwids  have  also  been  greater 
by  21,000/.  than  in  1ST3*  The  sum  of  15,646/.  was  withdrawn 
by  Indians  returning  to  their  own  country. 
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106.  The  fbllowing  statement  shows  the  total  numbers  of  de- 
positors and  the  total  amount  m  deposit  on  the  last  days  of  1873 
and  1874:— 


J^imaatuB. 


Year. 

Number  of 
D^poaitors. 

Amount  in 
DepofSL 

Ayerage  of  each, 
exftlndiiig  fraotiotti. 

1873 
1874 

10^830 
10,945 

258,784 

S8 
28 

Of  this  amount  5^480  Lidians  held  126^4252.  at  the  dose  itf 
1874;  the  rest  was  owaed  bj  others  of  the  general  popidatioa. 

The  interest  allowed ]fi4  per  cent« 

107.  The  large  amoimt  wi^idrawm  dmosg  the  year  is  probdblj 
ailribalahfe  maialy  to  the  genaraL  reduction  in  employmeBt  and 
moyement  of  trade^  (xmsequ^it  on  the  gyea;^  damage  ta  the 
I  frank  dtt  hoKEiaaaa  of  March. 


Botanic  Garden. 

108.  The  Botanic  Garden  of  Mauiitiusj  which  extends  over 
46  acres,  containa  a  choice  collection  of  tropical  trees  and  shrubs. 
It  is  a  jbyourite  place  of  resort  for  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 
It  is  situated  about  seven  miles  from  Port  Louis*  There  is  also 
a  nursery  garden  at  Curepipe,  situated  about  1^800  feet  above  the 
sea.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the  garden  during  the  year  was 
65,887. 

109.  The  garden  is  a  depdt  for  the  reception  of  plants  and 
seeds  introduced  from  other  countries,  and  for  distributing  them 
throughout  the  island*  Many  vahiable  forest  trees  were  introduced 
from  udia  d^^in^  the  year,  and  387,842  plants  were  propagated 
and  sent  out.  '&&  plant  yielding  the  rhoea^  or  *'  Chma  grass  " 
fibre,  and  also  the  aloe  fibre,  have  recdved  much  attention,  as  pro- 
ducts likely  to  be  of  considerable  industrial  value  to  the  Colony. 
Cinchonas  have  also  been  cultivated  with  success  at  Curepipe,  but 
the  cultivaticm  of  this  tree  does  not  extend  among  piivata  pro- 
prietors. 

110.  Several  kinds  of  sugar-cane,  especiially  those  from  N'ew 
Caledonia  and  Java,  were  cultivated,  and  cuttings  disposed  of  to 
all  wha  appHed  for  them. 

OtervnteTy  MOBmrohgical  and  Astronomiemt. 

111.  The  main  object?  of  the  Observatory  wiH  be  most  appro- 
priately described  by  quoting  the  wonts  of  the  chief  of  the  esta- 
blishment, Mr.  Charles  Meldrum.  They  are,  ••To  carry  on  a 
^'.  continuous  and  sjrstematic  series  o£  meteorological,  magnetical, 
•'  and  sun  observationa  ai  the  Observatory ;  to  obtain  as  many 
^'  observations  as  possible  from  different  parts  of  the  Colony  and 
^  from  some  of  its  dependencies;  to  keep  as  fiiH  a  rec(nrd  as 
**  possible  of  the  observations  made  on  bonrd  ship  in  the  Ltdian 
^  Ocean;  amd  to  pubfish  the  resuFts.** 
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MAummuf*  112.  A  new  buildingi  situated  six  miles  from  Port  Louis,  was 
—  occupied  during  the  year  ;  and  the  director  observes,  **  There  has 
^^  been  no  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  observations."  In  an 
island  peculiarly  liable  during  five  months  of  the  year  to  hurri- 
caneSi  the  meteorolo^cal  obsarvations  have  an  immediate  practical 
interest,  which  is  never  lost  siffht  of  by  the  observer,  lliese 
observations  have  two  divisions^land  and  sea. 

113.  In  the  first,  five  meteorological  observations  were  made 
and  recorded  didly  during  the  year,  and  in  hurricane  weather 
hourly  observations  have  been  made  day  and  night.  A  continuous 
photographic  record  of  the  atmospheric  pressure  was  obtained  by 
means  of  a  barograph.  A  similar  record  of  the  diurnal  variations 
of  the  magnetic  elements  is  also  obtained. 

114*  A  time-ball  on  the  Signal  Mountain  at  Port  Louis  is 
dropped  by  electricity  from  the  Observatory  three  times  a  week. 
Thu  is  of  great  importance  to  the  ships  in  harbour. 

115.  On  the  9tn  of  December  the  transit  of  Venus  was  ob- 
served with  a  new  equatorial,  procured  for  the  purpose.  The 
morning  was  not  favourable,  but  the  first  and  second  internal 
contracts  were  observed. 

116.  The  sea  observations  consist  in  tabulating  the  observations 
entered  in  log-books  of  ships  entering  Port  Louis.  The  logs  are 
copied  by  employes  of  the  Meteorological  Society,  which  is  sup- 
ported by  Government.  This  work  has  now  carefully  proceeded 
for  more  than  20  years,  and  a  higUy  valuable  record  of  observa- 
tions has  been  so  tabulated  that  at  a  glance  can  be  seen  the  general 
character  of  the  weather  that  prevaded  on  any  particular  day  in 
the  parts  of  the  ocean  where  the  observations  were  made. 

117.  In  1874  the  observations  of  44  vessels  were  recorded, 
giving  not  less  than  16,332  days'  observations.  Special  registers 
are  made  of  storms.  Charts  are  in  course  of  construction,  showing 
the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind,  the  state  of  the  weather  and 
sea  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  for  one  year ;  for  which  record  there  are 
sufficient  data.  The  tracks  of  hurricanes  in  January  and  Mardi 
1874  have  been  traced,  and  charts  showing  the  tracks  of  all 
cyclones  in  the  Indian  Ocean  since  1847  are  being  prepared. 

118.  When  a  hurricane  is  approaching  Mauritius,  or  is  Ukely 
to  pass  near  it,  the  fact  is  announced  by  telegram  to  Port  Louis. 
On  the  26th  and  27th  of  January  telegrams  announced  that  there 
was  no  danger  from  a  hurricane  which  was  passing  northward  and 
westward  of  the  island ;  but  in  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  March  a 
storm  warning  was  issued,  and  a  terrible  hurricane  swept  over  the 
island,  which  attained  its  maximum  force  on  the  28th» 

119.  The  report  of  the  observer  concludes  with  some  hi^ly 
interesting  generalisations  on  the  phenomena  observed. 

Minor  Dependencies. 

120.  The  minor  dependencies  of  Mauritius  are  chiefly  engaged 
in  the  production  of  cocoa-nut  oil,  of  which  about  276,805  gallons 
were  produced,  of  the  value  of  34^567/.  lis.  6d.    One  group»  the 
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OargadoB^  or  St.  Brandon  Bank^  produces  only  Bait  fish^  the  whole    Mauritius. 
of  which  is  consumed  in  Mauritius. 

121.  The  St.  Brandon  group  and  Agalega  were  visited  in  1874 
by  Mr.  Jenner  as  special  ma^strate. 

Rodrigues. 

122.  This  island  lies  about  360  miles  east  from  Mauritius.  It 
has  an  area  of  about  43  square  miles^  with  a  population  under 
2^000^  nearly  all  of  mixed  or  African  descent.  The  number  of 
Indians  by  birth  or  descent  does  not^  probably^  exceed  20  souls. 
The  chief  productions  of  the  island  are  salt  fish  and  a  few  dry 
vegetables ;  but  there  is  also  a  fair  exportation  of  homed  cattle^ 
goats^  and  pigs.  The  homed  cattle  are  estimated  at  nearly  10^000^ 
and  the  goats  at  about  6^000. 

123.  The  island  was  one  of  the  stations  fixed  upon  by  the 
British  Govemmoit  for  observation  of  the  transit  of  Venus,  and 
the  expedition  was  most  successful. 

General  Remarks. 

124.  The  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  was  Governor  of  the  Colony 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  September.  From  that  time 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Newton  administered  the  government  until  the  21st 
of  November. 

125.  The  year  under  review  has  been  unfavourable.  The  hur- 
ricane of  March  injured  the  sugar-cane  crop^  and  thereby  every 
trade  [and  occupation  throughout  the  island  was  more  or  less  de* 
pressed.  But  the  evil  effects,  combined  with  other  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, will,  it  is  feared,  be  more  marked  in  the  following 
year.  Bice  was  dear,  consequent  on  the  famine  which  existed 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  India.  This  did  not  injuriously 
affect  the  bulk  of  the  labouring  Indian  population,  as  they  are 
supplied  with  a  fixed  ration,  irrespective  of  price  ;  but  with  the 
generally  diminished  prosperity  oi  the  year,  the  high  price  of  the 
staple  article  of  food  amon^  the  labourmg  classes  acted  un&vour- 
ably  on  the  Colony  generalfy. 

126.  The  hi^h  rates  of  exchange  on  Europe^  a  consequence  of 
the  diminished  export  of  the  chief  article  of  Colonial  produce 
during  two  years,  caused  much  inconvenience  to  the  mercantile 
community. 

(Signed)        A.  P.  Phatbb. 
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SEYCHELLES. 


No.  20. 


The  Civil  Commissionee  of  the  Seychelles  to  Governor 
Sir  Abthde  Phaybe,  KC.SJ.,  C.B. 

Chief  Civil  CcHiimissioiier's  Office^  Seychelles, 
SiB,  May  19,  1875. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  retoma  for  the  Kue 
Book  for  the  year  1874. 

Legiilatian. 

1.  An  Order  in  Council  made  by  the  Queen  to  amend  the 
Order  in  Council  of  1872  came  into  force  by  a  Proclamation 
No.  8  of  the  Governor  on  the  4th  April  1874.  The  two  Orders 
in  Council  are  to  be  construed  together,  and  they  may  be  cited  as 
the  SeychelloB  Orders  in  Council  of  1872  and  1874. 

Tflie  principal  alterations  are  : — 

The  Chief  Civil  Commissioner  is  authorised  and  empowered  to 
remit  seotences  of  fine  and  imprisonment  in  certain  cases,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  is  extensively  enlarged,  the 
appointment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  Grovemor  at  200/. 
a  year  is  authorised  and  his  jurisdiction  defined,  tiie  Gtyvemor 
is  also  authorised  to  establish  a  branch  Civil  Status  Office  at 
Praslin ;  and  certain  powers  of  the  Board  of  Civil  Commissioners 
are  defined. 

2.  The  following  proclamations  having  also  special  reference  to 
Seychelles  were  issued  during  the  year :  No.  3  authorises  vessels 
arriving  off  the  Island  of  Praslin  to  receive  pratique  the  same  as 
at  Mah6;  No.  16  extends  to  Seychelles  Article  16  of  Mauritius 
Ordinance  8  of  1869,  '*To  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  on 
game,"  and  so  much  of  Article  12  as  enacts  penalties  for  ofiences 
provided  against  by  Article  16  of  the  said  Ordinance. 

8.  Twelve  regulations  were  passed  by  the  Board  of  Oivil 
Commissioners  and  approved  of  and  one  (Regulation  No  2)  was 
disallowed. 

4.  The  Regulation  No.  1  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
legalising  certain  extra  expenditure  incurred  in  1872  beyond  the 
amounts  voted. 

5.  By  Regulation  No.  3  passed  and  approved  of  in  May,  in 
lieu  of  Mauritian  Ordinance  No.  11  of  1870  expired,  a  board  of 
health  was  established  which  commenced  operations  during  the 
year. 

6.  Regulation  No.  4  fell  through,  the  loan  of  2,000/.  (autho- 
rized by  Regulation  No.  2  of  1872  for  the  Port  Victoria  Water- 
works) for  the  repayment  of  which  it  stipulated  not  having  been 
incurred 
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7.  Begulation  No.  5  provided    for    the  establishment  o£  a  SaT<mBi»s. 
savings'  bank.     Owing  to  the  difiScuIties  in  the  way  of  establishing        — "" 

a  mortgage  office  at  Seychelles  this  valuable  regulation  has  not 
yet  been  acted  on. 

8.  Begnlation  No.  6  was  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the 
larcenies  of  cocoanuts.     It  has  already  borne  good  results. 

9.  The  Regulation  No.  7  to  repeal  that  of  No.  3  of  1873,  and 
to  make  other  provisions  for  the  levying  of  a  local  rate  in  lieu 
thereof,  was  passed  and  confirmed  in  August  1874.  Its  provi- 
sions Tdll  come  into  force  this  year.  The  local  rate  imposed  by 
the  Relation  of  1873  was  levied  in  1874.  The  regulation 
No.  7  of  1874  has  a  wider  scope  than  No.  3  of  1873;  the  former 
contains  nine  taxable  classes  and  the  latter  but  four. 

10.  The  Begulation  No.  8  passed  and  confirmed  in  August, 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  a  sanitary  rate,  will  come  into 
operation  this  year ;  in  1874  a  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the 
locative  value  was  levied  under  Mauritian  Ordinance  No.  40  of 
1863. 

11.  The  Begulation  No.  9  of  1874  was  passed  for  the  'purpose 
of  discouraging  the  occupation  of  small  parcels  of  land  by 
squatters  (generally  of  African  race)  who  paid  the  owners  in  kind. 
The  African,  recently  manumitted  and  ignorant,  after  his  allot- 
ment term  expired,  was  attracted  to  tlie  soil  and  accepted  the 
only  conditions  of  tenure  offered  to  him  :  to  pay  in  kind  ^  a  portion 
of  such  scanty  provisions  he  raised,  eking  out  a  miserable  existence 
himself  on  the  balance,  assisted  often  by  larcenies  of  cocoanuts 
frt>m  neighbouring  properties.  He  had  no  real  interest  in  the 
land  upon  which  he  was  located  as  the  proprietor  could  eject  Um 
at  wiU.  He  led  a  lazy,  squatted,  and  valueless  life,  with  no 
prospects  ever,  by  his  own  exertions,  of  obtaining  sufficient  means 
for  a  civilized  existence.  The  growing  evil  led  some  of  the 
inhabitants  to  complain,  and  Governor  Sir  Arthur  Gh>rdon  had 
B^ulations  9  and  10  drafted  to  meet  the  case.  The  Ward  Rate 
Begulation  of  1873,  which  Governor  Gordon  also  drew  up, 
would,  if  enforced,  have  made  these  regulations  unnecessary,  but 
it  met  with  such  opposition  that  he  decided  not  to  confirm  it. 
The  Ward  Rate  Regulation  of  1873  had  met  with  the  approved  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  would,  doubtless,  have^  acted  bene- 
fically.  The  Begulation  No.  9  of  1874  has  had  a  good  effect ; 
many  of  the  squatters  have  sought  the  labour  market  where  they 
were  much  wanted,  and  where  the  means  of  obtaining  a  res- 
pectaUe  living  is  within  reach  of  a  moderate  industry.  It  will  take 
time,  however,  to  eradicate  a  system  that  had  become  part  of  the 
social  life  of  this  places 

12.  Begulation  No.  10  provides  for  the  reffistration  of  leases 
and  agreements  of  property.  It  is  useful  to  know  the  status  of 
the  parties  in  occupation  of  land  or  premises,  especially  with 
reference  to  the  previous  regulation. 

13.  Begulation  No.  11  provides  a  scale  of  rations  for  liberated 
Africans  in  lieu  of  that  previously  in  use,  and  makes  a  reservation 
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Sbychmllbs.  as  to  the  age  at  which  written  contracts  for  service  may  be  entered 
""^        into  by  liberated  African  minors. 

14.  B^ulation  No.  12  is  to  amend  and  define  certain  wording 
of  the  previous  B^ulation. 

15.  Itegulation  Ko.  13  embodied  the  estimates  for  1875. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

16.  The  imports  for  the  year  figure  for  ordinary  merchandise 
44,438?.  6*.  4rf.,  and  for  specie  5,376/.  12^.  The  exports  were 
32,5522.  8^.  6d.  besides  8,447/.  45.  in  specie.  This  shows  a  falling 
off  compared  with  the  previous  year  of  8,067/.  17*.  3irf.  for 
imports,  and  22,602/.  16*.  5c/.  for  exports,  specie  not  being 
included  in  the  comparing  figures  for  the  two  years.  In  1873 
the  imports  and  exports  mcluded  6,709/.  in  French  Government 
stores  passing  through  for  the  French  settlements  at  Nossi  B£ 
and  Mayotta.  This  will  reduce  the  difference  for  imports  to 
1,358/.  17*.  3Jrf.,  and  for  exports  to  15,893/.  16*.  5rf.  There 
was  a  falling  off  in  the  value  of  export  of  coocanut  oil  to  the 
extent  of  7,465/.  which  doubtless  led  to  a  less  importation  of 
goods,  and  will  account  for  the  diminution  of  imports.  The 
balance  of  exports  against  1874  compared  with  1873  to  the  extent 
of  8,428/.  16*.  5d.  must  remain  imaccounted  for,  as  I  can  find 
no  returns  recorded  here  upon  which  the  figures  for  1873  were 
based.  It  probably  arises,  to  a  great  extent,  from  a  larger  yalue 
having  been  assigned  to  articles  of  produce,  which  in  the  accom- 
panying returns  are  placed  at  their  market  value.  In  the  import 
and  export  returns  for  1870-1-2,  whose  total  figure  must  appear 
large  for  each  of  those  years  in  comparison  with  this  one,  I  notice 
from  certain  memoranda  that,  as  a  rule,  articles  for  the  Blue 
Book  returns  were  valued  at  from  30  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent, 
fmore  than  in  this  year's  returns.  The  value  of  cocoanut  oil  has 
certainly  on  the  whole  diminished. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

17.  The  revenue  of  1874  was  790/.  12*.  less  than  the  amount 
estimated  for,  but  was  more  by  1,648/.  15*.  6^d,  than  the  amount 
collected  in  1873.  This  increase  of  receipts  over  the  previous 
year  was  not  due  to  customs  or  to  any  item  that  could  be  described 
as  indicating  a  larger  trade  or  a  more  prosperous  condition  of 
-things.  It  was  due  to  the  imposition  of  a  sanitary  rate 
(216^.  11*.  Id.),  a  larger  collection  of  road  tax  to  the  amount  of 
-(957/.  14*.  5c/.),  prison  labour  on  the  various  public  works  brought 
to  account  for  l^e  first  time  (220/.  14*.  3d.),  commission  on  money 
t)rder8  first  introduced  (31/.  10*.  Sd,)  and  a  large  increase  of  fines, 
fees,  and  forfeitures  of  court  owing  to  a  heavy  seizure. 

18.  The  customs  produced  853iL  less  than  the  estimate,  or 
41/.  17*.  less  than  was  collected  in  1873. 

19.  The  general  licenses  and  rum  permits  taken  together 
exceed  the  estimates  by  21/.,  but  the  license  receipts  alone  were 
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523/.  15^.  under  the  estimates  and  the  mm  permits  alone  544/.  15s.   SsroaBLLBs 
above  them.  "— 

20.  The  stamp  office  receipts  2877.  17^.  show  a  slight  increase 
on  the  two  previous  jears^  but  were  212/.  3s,  under  tne  estimate^ 
which  was  evidently  placed  high  for  some  reason  that  did  not 
operate. 

21.  The  dog  tax,  the  local  and  the  sanitary  rates  were  together 
86/.  13^.  less  than  the  amount  estimated  to  be  received  from 
them. 

22.  The  following  items  of  revenue  also  show  a  falling  off  from 
the  estimates :  money  order  commissions  691  lOs,,  public  hospital 
272/.  7^.^  sales  of  government  property  16/.  lbs.,  prison  labour 
76/.  10^.,  water  supply  to  ships  30/.  16^.,  postage  2/.  8^.,  land  sales 
and  land  revenue  35/.  14f. 

23.  The  following  items  of  revenue  show  an  increase  over  the 
estimates;  shipping  master  5/.  19^.,  rum  storage  3/.  1^.,  fines,  fees, 
and  forfeitures  of  court  642/.  10^.,  registration  27/.,  quay  dues 
78/.  10^.  2d.i  market  receipts  39/.  15^. 

24.  Taking  the  revenue  of  1874  and  comparing  it  with  that 
of  1873  the  following  items  show  an  increase  of  receipts  :— -quay 
dues  46/.  14s.  2\d.,  warehouse  rent  10/.  11^.  8c/.,  registration 
25/.  13^.  3(/.,  general  licenses  and  rum  permits  61/.  185.  lOfc/., 
stamps  32/.  3^.  lOd.,  dog  tax,  local  and  sanitary  rates  1,221/.  10^.  6</., 
postage  1/.  10^.  10c/.,  money  orders  31/.  10^.  8c/.,  fines,  fees,  and 
forfeitures  of  court  271/.  7*.,  rum  storage  22/.  4«.  IJc/.,  public 
hospital  63/.  2s.  6c/.,  shipping  master  8/.  9^.,  miscellaneous 
59/.  17*.  8Jc/.,  prison  labour  223/.  10*.  3c/.,  total  2,080/.  4^.  3c/. 
The  followiDg  items  show  a  decrease  of  receipts;  land  sales 
260/.  12*.,  land  rents  49/.  6*.,  sales  of  government  property 
24/.  15*.  2^d.y  water  supplied  to  shipping  17/.  18*.  lOc/.,  customs 
41/.  17*.,  total  394/.  9*.  0\d. 

2b.  The  estimated  revenue  of  1874,  was  12,735/.  the  amount 
collected  was  11,944/.  7*.  ll^c/.,  or  790/.  12*.  0|c/.  less. 

26.  The  estimated  expenditure,  for  1874  was  10,526/.  3*.  3c/. 
the  money  spent  came  to  12,434/.  4*.,  or  1,908/.  0*.  9c/.  over. 

27.  There  was  a  surplus  of  expenditure  for  the  year  over  the 
votes  in  some  departments,  in  others  it  was  the  reverse.  The 
cause  of  the  excess  of  expenditure  was  practically  due  to  the  cost 
of  the  pipes  for  the  Port  Victoria  Waterworks,  amounting  to 
1,833/.,  not  having  been  placed  on  the  estimates.  It  was  intended 
to  have  met  this  item  by  a  loan  which,  however,  was  disallowed. 

28.  Taking  the  estimates  as  a  whole  the  revenue  fell  short  of 
them  by  790/.  12*.  8|c/.  and  the  expenditure  was  increased  by 
1,908/.  0*.  9c/.  or  2,698/.  12*.  9c/.  against  the  calculations.  It 
was  estimated  there  would  have  been  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
receipts  of  2,208/.  16*.  9c/.  The  difference  between  the  actual 
and  anticipated  results  which  anees  with  the  difference  between 
the  total  receipts  and  the  total  expenditure,  and  which  amounts 
to  489/.  16*.  0^.  will  fall  on  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  31st 
December  1874,  which  was  given  as  2,860/.  19*.  bd. 
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SaTOBMjai.  EccleriasticaL 

29.  There  k  a  sum  of  300/.  a  year  paid  to  each  oi  the  two 
chufcbee  established  at  SeycbeUes.  The  civil  ebaplain  receiyes 
the  whole  amount  allotted  to  the  Church  of  England.  Two 
priests  divide  the  amount  allotted  to  the  Church  of  Borne. 
There  are  be^es  five  unsalaried  priests  resident  at  different 
stations  in  the  Island,  and  one  lay  brother,  who  superintend  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  churches^  schools^  and  residences 
connected  with  the«Boman  Catholic  Church. 

Educational. 

30.  Captain  Havelock,  the  late  Acting  Chief  Civil  Commia- 
sioner^  who  personally  examined  the  Church  of  England  Schools 
at  Port  Victoria  in  December  1874,  states  in  his  report :  "  The 
^^  standard  of  attainments,  organisation,  and  general  efficiency  is, 
^*  I  regret  to  say,  not  satisfactory."  It  seems  the  schoolmaster 
held  no  certificate  of  competency,  he  received  a  third  class  one 
from  Ci^^tain  Havelock.  The  schoolmistress  held  no  certificate 
and  failed  to  pass  for  one.  The  supply  of  books  in  use  was 
reported  to  be  insufficient  and  imsatisfactory.  The  grant  allow- 
able calculated  in  the  usual  manner  was  estimated  ias  follows : 

One  third  class  teacher  20/.,  five  children  passed  third  class,  10 
passed  fourth  class,  and  21  passed  fifth  class.  Total  proficiency 
money  2/.  16.  Head  money  for  average  attendance  of  69  chil- 
dren 8/.  2s.  6d.  Total  grant :  31Z.  8«.  6d.  for  the  Port  Victoria 
Church  of  England  Schools  for  the  year  1874. 

31.  Dr.  McGregor,  the  inspector  of  schools,  owing  to  absence, 
did  not  examine  the  Church  of  England  School  at  Praslin  before 
January  and  February  1875.  Mrs.  Miohaud,  the  teacher,  held  no 
o^lificate  of  competencv  and  failed  to  pass  for  one  when  examined 
by  Dr.  McGregor.  The  attendance  at  the  school  was  reported 
to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  roof  of  the  schoolroom  let  in  the  water 
and  teaching  had  to  be  suspended  during  rainy  weather.  •  The 
grant  in  aid  was  estimated  bv  the  inspector  as  follows:  eix 
children  passed  half  proficient  third  class,  four  passed  proficient, 
and  two  passed  half  proficient  fourth  class,  16  passed  proficient  fifth 
class.  Total  proficiency  money  IL  I5s.  Hesid  money  for  average 
daily  attendance  of  14  children  12.  15«.,  making  32.  10^.,  the  total 
grant  for  the  Praslin  Church  of  England  Sdiool  for  tiie  year 
1874. 

32.  The  Church  of  England  School  at  Pointe-au-Sel  was  not 
examined. 

33.  The  report  of  Captain  Havelock  states  that  the  managers 
of  these  schools  at  Seychelles  have  less  than  lOOl,  a  year,  all  told, 
at  their  disposal  for  scholastic  purposes;  under  these  circimi- 
stances,  with  three  schools  and  six  teachers  to  suppwt  a  larger 
result  was  not  to  be  expected  But  the  Government  might  do 
more  for  the  sake  of  the  imported  Africans  and  their  desoendants 
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who  frequent  these  schools  And  who  are  too  poor  to  pay  or  to   SsTonuai. 
jHTOTide  themselves  with  books.  ■■"" 

34.  The  examination  of  the  Roman  Catholic  School  at  Port 
Victoria  was  conducted  in  February  1874  by  the  inspector  of 
Schools^  Dr.  McGregor,  who  reports :  **  It  is  very  satisfactwy,  to 
*'  be  able  to  state  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  Boman 
*'  Catholic  Schools  is  very  satisfectory,  and  reflects  the  greatest 
*^  credit  on  the  devotion  and  perseverance  of  those  who  have  given 
**  their  disinterested  services  to  a  work  that  is  doing  an  incalculable 
*^  amount  of  public  good." 

35.  The  Roman  Catholic  Schools,  however,  have  14  higUy 
qualified  and  specially  trained  Europen  teachers,  a  plentiful  supply 
of  books,  maps,  and  materials  for  a  superior  class  of  education, 
including  music,  singing,  sewing,  and  embroidery,  as  well  as  book 
learning,  the  managers  of  the  schools  have  built  extensive  and 
expensively  constructed  premises,  in  fact  a  heavy  yearly  outlay  in 
money  and  much  single-minded  devoted  energy  have,  together, 
produced  a  favourable  result  Most  of  the  scholars  pay  no  fees 
and  78  girls  were  on  the  books  as  being  wholly  clothed,  housed, 
and  fed  besides  being  educated  gratuitously,  15  recently  taken 
into  the  establishment  were  not  on  the  books.  Many  poor 
orphans  are  taken  by  the  hand  and  obtain  respectable  situations 
when  they  arrive  at  a  suitable  age.  The  grant  in  aid  was  esti- 
mated as  follows :  one  first  class  master  50/.,  and  one  third  class 
20/.,  one  first  class  mistress  502.,  and  three  third  class  at  201  each. 
These  were  not  examined  by  the  inspector,  they  were  tramed  for 
the  vocation  in  Europe ;  17  children  passed  proficient  first  class,  35 
second  class,  77  third  class,  88  fourth  class,  and  150  fifth  class. 
Total  proficiency  money  361.  I2s.  Head  money  of  average  daily 
attendance  of  336  children  421.  Total  grant  for  the  Port 
Victoria  Roman  Catholic  Schools  for  the  year  1874,  258i  128. 

36.  It  is  not  an  unmixed  satisfiEiction  to  notice  the  large  per* 
centage  of  charity  given  by  these  schools  compared  with  the  total 
number  of  scholars,  only  a  small  per-centage  pay  anything  towards 
their  education.  I  have  heard  the  inspector  remark  that  the 
parents  often  fail  to  pay  anything  who  are  well  able  to  stand  the 
full  charge. 

37.  The  educational  grant  for  the  year  was  400/.  of  which 
106/.  9s.  6d,  will  remain  unexpended. 

Immigration  and  Liberated  Africans, 

38.  During  the  year  there  were  284  liberated  Africans  landed 
at  Seychelles  from  Her  Majesty's  Ships  «  Thetis  "  and  "  Vulture," 
of  these  seven  died  in  hospital,  two  were  taken  by  the  "  Vulture,'^ 
and  275  were  allotted  under  the  conditions  imposed  by  law.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Schools  took  charge  of  four  boys  and  eight  girls 
to  clothe,  feed,  and  educate,  and  the  Church  of  England  Chaplain 
had  one  boy  under  1 6  years  of  age  transferred  to  him  for  the  same 
purpose. 
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&iTaaBLLB0.       39.  Of  these  275  Airicans^  144  were  males  and  131  femalea. 
"— ^        There  were  38  males  of  16  years  of  age  and  over,  and  106  under 
16  years  of  age.     There  were  72  fenudes  of  16  years  of  age  and 
over  and  59  under  16  years  of  age. 

40.  The  Government  Boad  Department  took  over  three  men 
and  one  boy,  two  women  and  one  girl. 

41.  Thirty-eight  men  and  65  boys,  71  women  and  25  ^Is 
were  allotted  for  field  or  out-door  labour  (including  the  road 
department),  41  boys,  one  woman,  and  34  girls  were  allotted  for 
domestic  service,  (this  includes  the  13  children  the  clergy  took 
charge  of.)  The  number  of  inhabitants  who  recrived  allotted 
A&icans  was  85. 

Police  Farce, 

42.  In  May  1874  the  Seychelles  Police  Force  was  separated 
entirely  from  the  Mauritian  Force  and  placed  under  a  chief  officer 
residing  at  Port  Victoria. 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

43.  There  were  131  fewer  persons  committed  for  trial  than  in 
1873.  Of  the  520  total  committals  by  the  district  court,  477  were 
for  sentences  of  three  months  or  less.  The  daily  average  in  prison 
was  nearly  10  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year.  One  prisoner 
died  in  gaol,  but  the  average  sick  list  was  slightiy  less  than  in 
1873  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners.  Tubiree  prisoners 
sentenced  to  14  days  imprisonment  each  had  their  sentences  com- 
muted by  the  Acting  Chief  Civil  Commissioner. 

Works  and  Buildings. 

44.  The  public  buildings  were  kept  in  repair  and  the  public 
hospital  and  gaol  were  whitewashed  during  the  year. 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

45.  The  Barbaron  road  was  extended  1,243  cubic  yards,  of  its 
Chauss6e  15,723  cubic  feet  were  made  with  two  openings.  The 
North  Boad  was  extended  365  cubic  feet  besides  548  cubic  feet 
of  parapet  wall  built.  There  were  two  bridges  constructed  at  the 
Cascades,  one  40  feet  by  18  feet,  and  one  14  feet  by  18  feet. 
Two  wooden  bridges,  on  piles,  were  built  at  Anse  aux  Pins,  one 
58  feet  by  9  feet  and  the  other  22  feet  by  16  feet.  Thirty-nine 
wooden  culverts  were  rebuilt  on  the  North-west  Bay  and 
Cascade  Koads,  4,148  cubic  feet  of  macadam  were  laid  down  on 
the  streets  at  Port  Victoria.  The  New  Cemetery  at  Mont  Fleuri 
was  commenced  to  be  cleared  and  enclosed. 

Improvements. 

46.  The  town  was  extended  slightly  during  the  year.  Coral 
has  the  advantage  of  being  easily  obtained  and  easily  worked ;  but 
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it  makes  a  poor  building  material  and  lets  in  the  damp ;  it  is  the   Sstchbllbs. 
stone  usually  employed  here.    There  is  a  plentiM  supply  of  a         *""^ 
superior  building  material^  but  it  requires  skiU  and  labour  to  work 
it.     The  absence  of  cultivated  gardens  where  they  could  be  easily 
made  and  the  general  want  of  tidiness  about  the  houses  of  the 
people  at  Port  Victoria  is  observable. 

Agriculture. 

47.  The  quantity  of  cocoa-nut  oil — ^the  staple  produce — de- 
clared at  the  Custom  House  for  exportation  was  145410  velts 
only, — ^it  is  diflScult  to  get  at  the  quantity  produced.  A  disease 
has  declared  itself  amon^  the  cocoa-nuts  which  materially  lessens 
the  production,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  evil  will  not  increase.  It  is 
also  stated  that  the  rams  of  1873  were  less  than  usual  and  unfit- 
vourably  affected  the  production  of  nuts  for  1874. 

48.  It  is  a  noticeable  feature  in  the  exports  that  in  a  country 
long  ago  proved  to  be  so  £%vourably  situated  as  to  position,  climate, 
and  soil  for  their  culture,  neither  coffee,  tobacco,  cocoa,  vanilla, 
spices,  indigo,  arrowroot,  or  any  other  article  requiring  care,  labour, 
skiU,  and  capital  in  the  culture  and  preparation  should  %are  to 
any  appreciable  extent.  This  reproach  to  the  industry  and  intel- 
l^nce  of  Seychelles  will  shortly  cease,  some  hundreds  of  acres 
of  land  are  being  cultivated  and  planted  with  coffee,  vanilla, 
cocoa,  &c.,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  result  will  induce 
others  to  follow  what  must  prove  a  highly  lucrative  investment 
and  open  up  an  era  of  healthy  and  progressive  prosperity  for  the 
Archipelago. 

General  Remarks. 

49.  I  have  not  been  here  long  enough  to  feel  myself  warranted 
or  able  to  give  an  opinion  on  tne  general  prospects  of  the  settle- 
ment, its  present  condition  and  resources.  It  is  self-evident, 
however,  and  practical  judges  have  expressed  the  same  opinion, 
that  there  is  a  fair  field  for  enterprise  in  commerce,  in  industrial 
piursuits,  and  in  agriculture. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        C.  S.  Salmon, 
His  Excellency  Chief  Civil  Commissioner. 

Major  General  Sir  Arthur  P.  Phayre,  K.C.S.I.,  C.B., 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
Mauritius. 
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LABTJAN. 


No.  21. 

The  OmoER  Administering  the  Government  to 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

My  Lord^  Labuan^  July  2,  1875. 

In  the  absence  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  me  returns  composing  the 
Blue  Book  of  Labuan  for  the  year  1874. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)        Httgh  Low, 

Administering  the  Government. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
&c.  &c.  &o., 

Colonial  Office. 


Land  Sales* 

1.  At  a  sale  by  auction  held  on  the  17th  of  August  1874,  the 
highest  price  offered  a£i  a  premium  for  the  999  years  lease  was 
^  10  cents  per  acre  for  padi  lands  of  the  best  quality,  and  in  the 
most  &vourable  situations.  It  was  not  considered  advisable  to 
alienate  the  land  for  speculative  purposes  on  these  terms,  so  that 
only  100  acres  were  disposed  of  to  persons  who,  from  having 
originally  brought  the  lots  into  cultivation,  had  an  equitable  daim 
to  consideration. 

Quit-rent  of  Lands, 

2.  No  change  took  place  in  the  rates  of  the  annual  quit-rents^ 
which  remain  at  ^120  per  acre  for  town  lands,  and  25  cents  per 
acre  for  country  allotments. 

Rents  exclusive  of  Lands, 

3.  These  are  raised  by  the  rent  of  water  troughs  which  were 
originally  erected  by  Governor  Edwards  in  1860,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  induce  Chinese  traders  to  establish  the  business  of 
sago  washing  in  the  Colony. 

The  sago  had  previously  been  carried  in  its  raw  state  to 
Singapore,  but  the  enterprise  undertaken  with  the  encouragement 
of  3ie  Government  having  been  perfectly  successful,  the  sago 
received  firom  the  coast  of  Borneo  is  now  washed  in  Labuan  and 
exported  to  Singapore  in  the  state  of  sago  flour,  by  which  a  great 
saving  of  freight  is  effected. 

The  troughs  having  served  their  original  purpose  are  now  in  a 
ruinous  state,  but  as  the  arrangement  boimd  the  lessee  to  keep 
them  in  repair,  and  as  he  uses  water  obtained  from  Crown  lands 
for  which  he  pays  no  rent,  the  revenue  arranged  at  the  com- 
mencement is  still  collected. 

A  sum  of  30/.  was  also  collected  for  the  rent  of  a  cocoa*nut 
plantation  belonging  to  Government. 
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Seyeral  houses  built  for  the  accommodation  of  civil  and  military      Libiuk. 
officers^  which  formerly  contributed  by  their  rents  to  the  general        """" 
revenue  under  this  hesid,  are  now  either  ruinous  or  untenanted  in 
consequence  of  the  largely  reduced  establishment. 

Transfer  ctnd  Registration  of  Grants. 

4.  The  receipts  show  but  few  mutations  of  titles  to  lands. 
Although  these  were  not  numerous,  the  law  which,  in  fact,  makes 
registration  the  best  proof  of  title  has  been  much  neglected,  and  it 
wm  be  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  gentleman  recently  appointed 
to  the  department  to  restore. order  into  this  important  office. 

Licenses  farmed  ouL 

5.  The  collection  of  the  duties  upon  wines,  spirit,  beer,  and 
toddy  during  the  year  was  farmed  out  for  510/.  The  farmer  has 
practically  a  monopoly  of  the  retail  trade  in  these  articles,  no 
other  licensee  for  their  sale  having  been  appointed  for  many 
years. 

The  Opium  Farm  under  Ordinance  No.  2  of  1873  was  sold  for 
the  year  for  2,125/. 

This  Ordinance  released  the  export  trades  from  the  monopoly 
which  had  arisen  under  the  sale  of  the  fisum  for  three  years  con- 
cluded at  the  end  of  1870.  Under  that  arrangement  the  revenue 
collected  in  1873  was  ^fiOOl ;  but  the  decline  in  1874  was  not 
owing  to  the  abandonment  of  the  monopoly  so  much  as  to  the 
decrease  which  had  taken  place  in  the  trade.  The  farm  of  India 
hemp.  Bhang  or  Gacija,  was  sold  for  5/.  Since  the  departure  of 
the  Lidian  troops  from  the  Colony  there  have  been  very  few 
consumers  of  this  drug. 

Hie  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  tobacco  for  consumption  in  the 
Island,  and  of  the  sole  right  to  export  it  within  certain  limits,  was 
sold  for  the  year  for  700Z.  In  the  previous  year  this  farm  had 
produced  the  same  sum,  having  been  sold  at  the  end  of  1871,  for 
the  two  years  1872  and  1873. 

The  ri^ht  of  keeping  pawnbroking  shops  was  sold  for  60/. 
This  also  is  practically  a  monopoly,  but  has  been  strictiy  regulated 
by  recent  l^islation. 

The  market  farm  produced  580/.  This  gave  the  monopoly  of 
the  trade  in  fish  (salt  and  fresh),  poultry,  fruit,  and  vegetables. 

Licenses  not  farmed  out. 

6.  Licenses  to  sell  arms  and  ammunition  were  granted,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Ordinances  No.  3  of  1866  and  No.  6  of  1871, 
to  13  persons  at  the  rate  of  ;^2  50  cts.  each  per  month. 

The  latter  Ordinance  empowers  the  Governor  to  farm  out  the 
collection  of  these  license  tees,  and  this  was  the  practice  before 
the  Ordinance  was  passed,  but  has  not  since  been  resorted  to. 

Timber  Duties. 

7.  The  trifling  sum  collected  under  this  head  is  derived  from  a 
royalty|of  10  per  cent,  levied  on  all  timber  cut  upon  Crown  lands. 
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Labuax.      but  as  the  forests  have  now  been  destroyed  this  item  can  never  be 
— -        prodactive  of  any  considerable  amount  of  revenue. 

Salt  Duty. 

8.  In  framing  the  estimates  it  was  found  necessary  to  re-impose 
taxation  upon  salt,  and  an  Ordinance,  No.  3  of  1873,  was  passed 
for  this  purpose.  Hie  duty  collected  under  the  new  Ordmanoe 
was  iJflO  upon  each  coyan  of  40  picul& 

FineSf  Forfeitures^  and  Fees. 

9.  No  change  took  place  in  the  rates  of  these,  nor  is  any  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  them  worthy  of  especial  note. 

Reimbursements  in  Aid. 

10.  These,  amounting  to  4172.  Is.  Id.,  were  derived  almost 
entirely  from  payments  made  by  the  Oriental  Coal  G)mpany  for 
services  performed  in  their  favour  by  the  surveyor  general's 
department,  the  armed  police  force,  and  the  convict  establishment 
Those  services  are  very  advantageous  to  the  company,  and  per- 
formed at  moderate  costs. 

Miscellaneous  Receipts. 

11.  These  show  a  large  increase,  arising  from  the  introduction 
of  copper  money  on  a  more  extensive  scale  than  in  1873.  This 
coinfl^e  is  supplied  to  the  Colonial  Treasury  by  the  Government  of 
the  Straits  Settlements  under  an  arrangement,  proposed  by  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  which 
the  profits  are  divided  equally  between  the  two  governments. 
The  measure  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  Labuan  by  materially 
assisting  the  small  revenue,  and  for  its  great  convenience  to  the 
trading  interests. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

12.  The  revenue  of  the  year  amounted  to  7,083i  18s.  e^d. 
That  of  1873  to  6,917i  4*.  5d.  The  amount  of  IflOOL  was  paid 
for  the  first  time  bv  the  Oriental  Coal  Company  on  account  jof 
the  annual  rent  of  imnes,  &a,  under  the  lease  granted  to  them  in 
1869.  The  payment  of  this  rental  ought  to  nave  commenced  in 
1871. 

There  was  a  faUing  off  as  compared  with  the  former  year  in  the 
amount  raised  from  the  revenue  farms,  these  having  produced  in 
1874,  3,980/1  against  5,330/.  \8s.  9d,  the  difference  being  due  in 
part  to  the  very  depressed  state  of  trade  at  the  end  of  1873, 
attributable  to  various  causes  which  have  been  reported  to  your 
Lordship,  and  in  some  measure  to  the  relief  granted  to  various 
branches  of  commerce  from  the  restrictions  which  had  been  found 
injurious  to  them. 

Copper  coin  produced  a  profit  to  the  Colony  of  744/.  I6s.  Zd. 
against  115/.  17^.  7d.  in  1873,  and  the  salt  duty,  a  newly  imposed 
tax,  added  163/.  6s.  2d.  to  the  revenue. 
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13.  The  expenditure  for  1874  amounted  to  7,187i   ll^.  4rf.      Labuak. 

That  of  1873,  to  7,090i  5*.  Id.,  of  this  amount  5,679/.  14*.  8^^        

were  disbursed  for  the  fixed  establishment,  the  salaries  being  paid 

for  13  months  within  the  year  in  accordance  with  instructions 
contained  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  circular  despatch  of  the 
14  July  1873. 

346/.  9*.  2cL  were  in  discharge  of  pensiona 

The  expenditure  on  poUce,  prisons,  and  convicts,  exclusive  of 
establishments,  amounted  to  758/.  13*.  lOd. ;  that  on  hospitals 
to  48/.  14*.  lie/.,  on  stationery  and  other  miscellaneous  items 
to  154/.  8*.  Sd.,  leaving  only  199/.  10*.  5^d.  for  expenditure  on 
public  works. 

Public  Works. 

14.  The  sum  of  199/.  10*.  5\d,  mentioned  above  was  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  tools  and  materials,  the  labour  having  been  almost 
entirely  provided  by  the  convict  establishment. 

A  new  barrack  for  die  detachment  of  the  armed  police  at  the 
central  station  in  Victoria  was  finished,  with  all  its  necessary 
outbuildiDgs  and  a  house  for  the  fire  engine.  These  buildings  are 
of  brick  and  wood,  of  excellent  and  durable  construction,  well 
ventilated  and  comfortable  for  the  men. 

A  new  local  ward  and  a  new  hospital  were  erected  in  the  gaol. 
Both  these  buildings,  though  of  wood,  are  of  substantial  and  com- 
modious construction,  and  add  very  materially  to  the  accommo- 
dation and  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises. 

Government  House  was  supplied  with  a  suitable  kitchen  and 
servants'  quarters,  and  one  wing  of  the  public  ofBces,  which  had 
become  quite  umnhabitable  and  very  dangerous,  was  repaired 
thoroughly.     It  will  now  last  for  sevend  yeara 

The  barracks  of  the  armed  police  force  were  rethatched  and 
repaired,  and  extensive  drsdning  was  carried  on  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. A  quantity  of  freestone  was  cut  and  dressed,  the 
greater  part  of  the  drains  of  the  Colony  cleared  out,  the'roads 
repaired,  and  young  jungle  eradicated  on  the  clearings  which  had 
been  at  various  times  made  for  sanitary  purposes,  but  which  had 
been  allowed  again  to  become  overgrown. 

• 

Legislation. 

15.  Five  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year : — 

No.  1.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  general 
court  of  Labuan. 

No.  2.  An  Ordinance  to  limit  the  right  of  the  Queen's  Majesty 
to  sue  for  lands,  tenement6»  and  hereditaments. 

No.  3.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  for  raising  a  revenue 
on  the  sale  and  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  Island  of  Labuan. 

No.  4.  An  Ordinance  to  repeal  Ordinance  No.  3  of  1872  ;  and 
to  make  other  provision  in  lieu  thereof  for  regulatmg  the  sale  of 
fish  ia  the  town  of  Victoria  and  in  other  districts  and  places  within 
the  Island  of  Labuan. 
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Labuak.  No.  5.  An  Ordinance  to  make  proviaion  for  die  publio  service  of 

—        the  Colony  daring  the  year  1875. 

Ordinance  No.  1  defines  more  clearly  than  before  the  ccmsti- 
tntion  of  the  general  court,  and  makes  provbton  for  the  trial  of 
cases  of  treason  and  murder  before  the  Groyemor,  sitting  as  a 
single  jud^e,  on  certain  occasions  when  it  might  be  impossible  to 
assemble  the  number  of  three  judges  required  by  the  Ordinance 
hitherto  in  force.  Her  Majes^s  assent  to  this  Ordinance  has 
only  been  given  under  stringent  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  as  to  its  application. 

Ordinances  No&  3  and  4  had  for  their  objects  the  granting  of 
relief,  which  had  been  found  to  be  necessary,  to  the  trade  in 
tobacco  and  in  provisions.  The  market  monopoly  is  by  the  latter 
Ordinance,  from  1  Januanr  1875,  restricted  to  the  trade  ia  fish, 
and  strictly  regulated,  it  had  formerly  included  the  trade  in 
poultry,  firuit,  and  vegetables.  It  now  works  very  satisfactorily 
and  ^the  supply  of  fish  is  plentiful,  the  price  moderate,  and  the 
fishermen  again  a  thriving  community. 

Civil  Establishment. 

16.  The  alterations  in  the  Civil  Establishment  consisted  of  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Howard,  the  Surveyor  General,  and 
Mr.  Tumey,  the  clerk  in  the  PubUc  Works  Department.  The 
latter  vacancy  it  is  not  proposed  to  fill  up. 

Education, 

17.  When  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  succeeded  to  the  Government  in 
October  1871  there  was  no  school  in  the  Colony.  As  a  good 
many  children  of  the  Chinese  and  Malay  settlers  were  growing 
up,  to  whom  education  would  be  of  advantage.  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
called  a  meeting  of  the  chief  householders,  and  having  explained 
to  them  that  the  public  finances  not  beiujg  in  a  state  which  would 
enable  him  to  give  pecuniary  assistance  J&om  the  Colonial  Trea- 
sury for  educational  purposes,  he  thought  that  the  object  might  be 
accomplished  Ijy  private  subscription.  The  persons  present 
thanked  His  Excellency  for  his  introduction  of  the  subject,  and 
at  once  put  their  names  to  a  monthly  subscription  list,  which 
enabled  the  Governor  to  engage  the  services  of  a  schoolmaster, 
and  the  National  Free  School  was  opened  in  a  hired  building  in 
the  beginning  of  1873.  The  average  daily  attendance  during 
that  year  was  16.  This  fell  in  1874  to  131 ;  but  the  attendance 
was  ^eater  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  has  gone  on  in- 
creasing, so  that  at  present  there  are  25  to  31  boys  daify  receiving 
instruction.  These  learn  to  read  and  write  the  vernacular  Malay 
with  great  fii^ility,  and  the  school  has  already  turned  out  some 
boys  qualified  to  obtain  a  better  position  in  life  than  they  could 
have  otherwise  hoped  for.  The  course  of  instruction  is  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic,  in  English  and  Malay. 
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Jmp&rts  and  JExparts 

•  18.  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  has  described  so  fully  the  character  of 
the  trade  of  Labuan  in  his  despatches  already  published  that 
nothing  remains  to  be  added  on  this  subject^  and  I  merely  give 
the  figures  for  the  years  1873  and  1874. 

I  ako  enclose  two  tables  showing  the  imports  from  the  coast/ 
and  the  exports  to  Singapore  for  comparison  with  those  prepared 
by  Sir  H.  Bulwer  for  his  account  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony 
already  published. 
The  total  trade  of  the  Colony  for  1874  consisted  of— 

£         8.     d. 

Imports      -  -    89,978     8     1 

Exports      -  -     99,104  12  11 

divided  into  imports  from  Singapore  and  imports  from  the  coast 

of  Borneo,  which  latter  constitute  the  basis  and  chief  part  of  the 

export  trade  to  Singapore. 

Imposts. 


LABiuir> 


Year. 


1873 
1874 


Colamn  1. 
From  Singapore,  &c. 


88,559 

47,924 


Colamn  2. 

From  Coast  of 
Borneo,  &c. 


41,190 
42,054 


EXPOBTS. 


Year. 


1873 
1874 


Column  1. 
To  Singapore,  &c. 


Column  2. 
To  Coast  of  Borneo. 


41,769 
57,111 


42,931 
41,991 


-The  value  of  the  exports  to  British  Colonies  is,  as  pointed  out 
by  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  the  true  test  of  the  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  Colony ;  it  is  also  the  return  which  can  be  made  up  with  the 
greatest  approach  to  accuracy. 

The  exports  to  the  coast  of  Borneo  have,  in  recent  returns, 
been  taken  as  of  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  imports 
thence,  as  it  is  with  them  that  the  return  cargoes  are  purchased. 

This  trade  has  until  1874  been  carried  on  by  native  vessels,  and 
it  was  feared  that  any  interference  with  them  in  the  way  of 
coUecting  statistics  would  tend  to  diminish  their  preference  for 
Labuan  ovar  the  neighbouring  foreign  ports.  But  towards  the 
end  of  1874  a  small  steamer  was  engaged  in  this  trade,  and  it 
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Labuan.      thus  happens  that  the  export  trade  of  the  coast  in  the  returns  for 

the  year  1874  is  the  amount  of  the  value  of  imports  voluntarily 

returned  by  native  traders  plus  that  of  the  exports  carried  by  the 
steamer^  of  which  accurate  data  were  obtained. 

The  enclosed  Table  No.  1  shows  that  in  the  export  of  birds' 
nests,  camphor,  cinnamon,  dammar,  gutta  percha,  india  rubber^ 
pearls,  mouier-of-pearl  shdl,  rattans,  rope,  sharks'  fins,  and  vege- 
table tinder  there  was  a  falling  off  in  1873  and  1874  as  compiled 
with  1872. 

Of  the  following  articles  the  quantity  exported  has  remained 
about  the  same,  or  has  increased : — Beeswax,  coal,  hides,  p^pper^ 
sago  flour,  tortolseshell,  trepang,  specie,  miscellaneous. 

Sago  flour  is  the  most  noticeable  of  tiiese.  The  export  of  this 
article  in  1872  was  to  the  value  of  26,249/.,  in  1873  it  fell  to 
16,1411,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  small-pox  visitation  to  the 
opposite  coast;  but  there  also  remained  in  store  unexported  a 
considerable  quantity  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  assisted  to 
swell  the  returns  of  export  of  this  article  for  1874  to  30,109£, 
more  than  half  the  export  trade  of  the  Ck)lony. 

The  trade  in  india  rubber  must  necessarUv  decrease  annually^ 
as  tiie  process  by  which  it  and  gutta  percha  is  procured  destroys 
the  treea 

In  imports  from  British  Colonies  the  most  remarkable  article  is 
rice.  Formerly  Labuan  was  fed  from  the  north  coast  of  Borneo^ 
but  in  1874  wis  important  article  of  food  came  entirely  firom 
Singapore,  the  small-pox  having  brought  to  a  minimum  an 
importation  winch  had  been  long  diminishing. 

Shipping. 

19.  Thirty-eight  vessels,  of  8,148  tons,  and  with  crews  amount- 
ing in  number  to  795  men,  entered  at  Victoria  Harbour  during 
the  year. 

Of  these,  24  vessels,  of  6,643  tons,  with  543  men,  brought 
more  or  less  careo,  and  14,  of  1,505  tons  and  272  men,  were 
returned  as  in  ballast. 

It  is  proper  to  note  that  few  of  the  vessels  entering  are  full  of 
cargo,  and  of  those  returned  as  in  ballast  many  contain  cargo 
which,  bein^  merely  transhipped  in  the  island  on  its  way  from  t£e 
east  coast  of  Borneo  to  Singapore,  does  not  enter  into  the  returns 
of  the  trade  of  the  Colony. 

Forty-one  vessels,  of  9,353  tons  and  853  men,  cleared  from  the 
Colony. 

These  numbers  are  chiefly  made  up  of  the  voyages  of  one 
British  steamer  and  of  one  British  barque  to  Singapore,  and  of 
one  German  steamer  and  one  other  small  steamer  under  the 
Brunei  flag  to  the  east  coast  of  Borneo. 

Labour,  \ 

20.  Labour  is  ^scarce  and  inefficient  The  i»*iceB  of  it  and  of 
many  other  things  have  risen  much  in  late  years. 
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Agriculture.  Labuah. 

21.  The  agriculture  of  the  Colony  is  of  the  rudest  possible 
de6oript|pn>  and  is  confined  to  the  growth  of  padi  and  a  littie 
sugar  cane. 

Of  the  21,000  acre  of  cultivable  land  supposed  to  be  ayulable 
in  the  Colony^  only  about  1^500  acres  are  such  as  could  be  used 
in  the  reguUur  cultiyation  of  padi.  These  consist  of  black  soil^  the 
product  of  the  decayed  foliage  of  the  fine  forests  which  formerly 
covered  the  island,  and  which  had  been  carried  by  the  heavy  nuns 
into  the  valleys,  leaving  the  hills  quite  denuded  of  vegetable 
mould. 

This  soil  lies  fallow  between  the  months  of  March  and  August, 
when  the  grass  and  weeds  upon  it  are  cut  down  and  burnt  The 
padi  plants  are  then  dibbled  mto  the  mud  with  the  point  of  a  stick 
or  a  chopping  knife,  no  ploughing  or  stirring  of  the  soil  having 
taken  place,  and  being  once  weeded  during  weir  growth  no  other 
care  is  bestowed  upon  them  till  the  harvest  is  ripe  in  January  and 
February. 

The  other  parts  of  the  island  are  very  much  cut  up  by  nume- 
rous watercourses  with  steep  sides.  The  hills  thus  formed  consist 
for  the  most  part  of  poor  soils  of  a  yellow  or  reddish  colour,  sandy 
or  clayey  loam,  now  covered  with  ferns  and  grass,  but  which  until 
1868  supported  a  noble  forest.  Some  small  herds  of  buffaloes 
and  cattle  are  g^razed  upon  the  land,  and  are  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  supply  beef  of  very  good  quality  to  the  inhabitants. 

In  geological  structure  the  island  of  Labuan  must  be  referred 
to  a  recent  tertiary  period.  The  shells  which  are  found  in  the 
sandstones  and  clays  appear  to  differ  in  no  respect  from  those  now 
living  in  the  neighbouring  seas.  The  blue  clays  above  the  coal 
are  crowded  with  perfect  impressions  in  coal  of  the  foliage  of 
the  trees  from  which  the  beds  of  the  mineral  beneath  have  been 
formed,  and  there  are  easily  rec(^nised  amongst  them  the  leaves 
of  trees  of  the  same  kinds  as  those  which  so  recently  covered  the 
surfieu^.  Dipterocarpao  are  the  most  common  order  in  the  fossil 
as  in  the  recent  vegetation,  and  large  masses  of  the  resin  exuded 
by  trees  of  this  class  are  frequently  found  in  the  veins  of  coal. 

Impressions  of  palms  and  ferns  are  rare,  but  these  are  not 
common  in  the  recent  flora,  except  in  certain  suitable  spots 
fii.vourable  to  their  growth.  The  onlv  shell  which  has  been  found 
in  verjr  close  proximity  to  the  coal  is  a  bivalve,  such  as  is  now 
found  in  muddy  estuaries. 

Mines. 

22.  The  operations  at  the  coal  mines  during  the  year  were  con- 
fined to  endeavours  to  rink  the  shaft  to  the  deep  coal.  On  the 
3Ist  December  it  had  attained  a  depth  of  96  fathoms  from  the 
sur&ce,  and  the  11-foot  vein  was  believed  to  be  not  more  than  10 
fathoms  below  this. 

Many  delays  occurred  and  many  accidents  happened  to  the 
pumping  and  other  gear,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  too  great 

4  87458.  T 
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^^^^'      economy  in  supplying  requisite  materials  has  again  adjourned  tbe 
day  when  the  success  of  this  enterprise  xoay  be  looked  for. 
The  shaft  at  present  has  gone  tlm>ugh  three  vmoi  as  under : — 

iSatfas.   ft  Ins.  ft.   ini. 

No.  1  seam,  depth  -    78    Oil;  thickness    6    6 
„    2     „         „      -    81     5     5  „  8    0 

„    8    „        „      .    97     1     0  „  4    6 

A  sufficient  supply  of  coal  for  the  vessels  connected  with  the 
Colony  and  for  the  ships  of  war  which  called  was  raised  from  the 
old  Bunkce  workings^  but  only  one  cargo  was  sold  for  exportation 
during  the  year. 

The  price  at  wUch  vessels  calling  were  supplied  cUd  not  exceed 
$5  60  cts.  per  ton,  free  on  board,  J^15  per  ton  bdng  the  cost  in 
the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

Crime  and  Prit&ns. 

28.  The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  showed  a 
diminution  as  compared  with  the  preceding  years,  beings 

For  1874       -  .  -183 

,,   1873       -  -  '213 

„   1872       ^  -  -    230 

The  character  and  proportion  of  the  different  offences  remained 
much  the  same,  and  were  mostly  of  a  very  light  character ;  but 
two  cases  of  murder  occurred,  in  one  only  of  which  could  the 
offenders  be  brought  to  justice. 

A  considerable  increase  to  the  accommodation  in  the  gaol  was 
made  by  the  building  of  a  new  local  ward  and  hospital,  and  some 
sanitary  improvements  were  commenced,  which  will  be  carried  to 
completion  during  the  current  year. 

Public  Health,  ^c. 

24.  The  general  health  of  the  Colony  was  good,  except  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  when  some  fever  prevailed  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  island. 

The  cases  among  the  convicts  were  more  numerous,  and  tho 
death-rate  in  the  prison  was  greater  than  usual,  nine  persons 
having  died  out  of  a  total  of  418  admissions  and  of  265  prisoners. 
Five  of  them  were  old  and  worn  out  diseased  men^  and  two  were 
paupers  in  a  very  emaciated  and  unwholesome  condition  when 
received  into  gaoL 

The  two  other  cases  which  terminated  fifttally  were  sufferers 
from  malarious  intermittent  fever. 

The  building  used  as  a  civil  hospital  was  erected  by  Governor 
CaUaghan  in  1866.  The  Government  provide  for  the  necessary 
medical  attendance,  and  the  other  expenses  are  met  by  voluntary 
pontributions. 

The  patients  were  159  in  number,  against  167  in  1878* 

Tbe  civil  hospital  is  principally  made  use  of  by  poor  Chinese  ; 
the  Malay  population,  having  friends  and  fiuniiies  who  attend 
to  them  in  siofcneis,  rarely  come  to  hospital^  except  for  surgical 
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ireAtment    A  oonsiderable  namber  of  the  patients  are  oontri*     Lascas. 
bated  by  the  coolies  emplcrfed  by  the  Coal  Company^  which  sub-       ~~" 
scribes  to  the  hospital  tvakOB,  and  the  members  of  the  police  force 
are  also  treated  in  it 

General  Bemarhs. 

25.  The  years  1873  and  1874  were  periods  of  great  depression. 
The  yisitation  of  small-pox^  which  appeared  in  Brunei  towards  the 

end  of  1872^  ravaged  the  whole  coast  between  Tanjong  Barram 
and  Malleeda  Bay  in  1873,  and  attacked  the  tribes  of  the  interior 
.  in  1874.  The  mortality  in  many  inland  districts  cannot  be  esti* 
mated  at  less  than  half  the  population.  Though  this  disease 
appeared  in  the  Colony  on  several  occasions^  it  was  prevented 
from  spreading  by  isolation  and  supervision. 

26.  Such  a  calamity,  affecting  the  countries  on  which  the 
Colony  is  dependent,  at  a  time  when  it  was  feeling  the  frill  effects 
of  the  withdrawal  of  all  Imperial  expenditure^  when  the  trade  was 
suffering  from  the  war  between  the  Spaniards  and  Sooloo^  and 
from  other  causes,  and  when  the  coal  mines  still  delayed  the  help 
which  has  been  so  long  expected  of  them,  brought  the  Colony  to 
the  lowest  point  to  which  it  has  ever  been  reduced.^ 

27.  An  unprovement  in  trade  began  to  be  perceptible  towards 
the  third  quarter  of  1874,  and  Uie  principal  branch  of  it,  that  in 
sago,  being  stimulated  by  a  suflScient  supply  of  copper  coinage, 
rapidly  regained  its  former  position,  and  even  surpassed  any  to 
which  it  had  ever  before  attained. 

28.  The  considerable  and  increasing  trade  of  the  city  of  Brunei^ 
40  miles  distant,  and  a  profitable  and  extensive  commerce  which 
was  carried  on  in  the  years  under  consideration  between  Singa- 
pore and  the  east  coast  of  Borneo,  although  they  do  not  enter  into 
our  returns,*  owe  their  existence  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Colony,  and  to  the  facilities  provided  by  it 

29.  The  want  of  capital  and  energy  amongst  the  Chinese  traders 
settled  in  Labuan  wiU  prevent  any  considerable  extension  of  its 
direct  trade  until  these  important  elements  for  carrying  on  success- 
ful commercial  transactions  can  be.  developed  or  imported. 

30.  One  of  the  principal  considerations  which  in  1847  induced 
Her  Majesty's  Governments  of  1846  and  1847  to  decide  on  the 
establishment  of  a  settlement  at  Labuan,  was  to  complete  the 
abolition  of  piracy  which,  under  the  representations  and  advice  of 
the  late  Sir  James  Brooke,  had  been  so  efficiently  commenced  by 
those  distinguished  officers,  Sir  Harry  Eeppel,  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane,  and  Sir  G.  Rodney  Mundy. 

31.  The  active  operations  undertaken  and  steadily  pursued  by 
them  in  the  four  years,  1843  to  1846,  had  thoroughly  destroyed  all 
the  pirate  holds  whence  fleets  of  rovers  had  so  long  spread  terror 
on  the  coasts  of  Borneo  and  many  other  countries,  and  the  moral 
influence  and  example  of  regular  government  supplied  by  the 
Colony  of  Labuan  and  the  Rajahship  of  Sarawak  have  completed 
what  was  then  so  well  begun,  and  although  on  rare  occasions  acts 
of  violence  are  still  committed,  no  professional  pirate  fleet  or 
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Labuan.  veeeel  has  sailed  along  the  coast  for  many  years^  Bbip?nrecked 
crews  are  treated  with  Kindness^  and  the  smallest  trading  prahus 
traverse  in  safety  a  coast  line  extending  over  more  than  700  miles* 

32.  In  this  particular,  therefore,  the  Colony  has  snccessfully 
vindicated  the  policy  which  led  to  its  foundation,  imd  if,  in  other 
respects,  it  has  been  less  fortunate,  it  is  not,  as  has  been  fully 
shewn  by  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  from  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
island  itself  to  fulfil  the  expectations  to  which  it  had  given  rise. 
Its  coal  is  of  good  quality,  more  abundant  than  it  was  ori^ally 
believed  to  be,  and  it  is  most  favourably  situated  for  shipment. 
The  failure  of  tJie  companies  to  obtain  profitable  results  has  been 
caysed  entirely  by  their  own  mismanagement. 

33.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  ample  resources  of  valuable 
fuel  will  at  no  distant  day  be  made  available  for  the  daily  in- 
creasing demands  of  commercial  steam  navigation  in  tlie  ^iast. 
Ip  the  case  of  a  naval  war  they  would  be  invaluable  to  the 
country*  

Enclosubb  1. 

Rbtubm  of  Imports  from  Coast  of  Bobneo  and  neighbouring  Islands 
during  the  Years  1872,  1878,  and  1874. 


No. 

Articles. 

Country  whence 
imported. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1 

AttapB  and  Kijangs  - 

Brand  and  Coast  of 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Borneo     - 

148 

198 

180 

2 

Beeswax      - 

Coast  of  Borneo  and 

Palawan  - 

1,538 

1,800 

8,071 

8 

Beioar  stones 

Coast  of  Borneo 

20 

... 

15 

4 

Birds'  nests,  edible  - 

Coast  of  Borneo  and 

Bast  Coast 

6,799 

4,562 

3,581 

5 

Brass  ware  - 

Brunei 

1,278 

828 

149 

6 

Camphor      - 

Coast  and  East  Coast 

2,901 

1,075 

1,868 

7 

Canes 

Coast 

1 

1 

_ 

8 

Cattle 

»               -           - 

11 

— 

46 

9 

Cinnamon    - 

i»               "           " 

9 

4 



10 

Cloth,  native 

Coast  and  Brunei     - 

406 

58 

46 

11 

Cocoa  nuts  - 

Coast  and  Cagayan- 

Salu 

68 

10 

75 

IS 

Coffee 

Sulu 

— 



... 

18 

Dammar-resin 

Coast  and  Palawan  - 

1,054 

606 

6 

14 

Gutta  percha  and  In- 

dia mbber 

Coast  and  East  Coast 

19,496 

8,540 

8,068 

15 

Hides 

Coast  and  Sulu 

244 

268 

814 

16 

Horses 

9*                      9*                    " 

12 





17 

Mats 

Brunei 

81 

8 

7 

18 

Nuts,  betel  - 

Coast 

7 

2 

_ 

19 

Oil,  cocoa-nut 

Coast  and  Cagayan- 

Sulu 

947 

468 

1,115 

20 

Pad! 

Coast 

524 

484 

43 

21 

Pearls 

Coast  and  Bast  Coast 

and  Sulu  - 

1,651 

179 

1,017 

22 

Motber-o'-pearl 

>»                w            " 

1,754 

94 

81 

23 

Pepper 

Coast 

65 

66 

15 

24 

Pigs 

>t              "            • 

404 

196 

404 

25 

Rattans 

Palawan     and    East 

. 

Coast 

2,535 

1,448 

1,680 

26 

Kattan  mats 

Palawan 

897 

748 

881 

27 

1  Rice  and  millet 

Coast 

514 

891 

105 
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No. 

Aitides. 

Country  idienoe 
imported. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

28 

Bope 

• 

SnlQ 

29 

40 

33 

Sago  floor    - 

. 

Coast 

8,841 

4,986 

6,675 

50 

»    raw     . 

. 

i»              -           - 

11,994 

9,156 

15,618 

81 

Sharks' fins - 

. 

EastCoast  - 

165 

158 

14 

82 

Tindery  Tegetable 

• 

Coast 

22 

1 

_ 

88 

Tobacco,  natiye 

. 

»             •           " 

898 

878 

51 

84 

„        other 

• 

Sola  and  Brunei 



_« 



35 

Tortoise-sheU 

. 

Palawan,  Snlo,  and 

EastCoast. 

1,950 

1393 

1,191 

86 

Trepang      - 

- 

»             »        • 

518 

2,670 

1,612 

87 

Spe«d6 

• 

w                 f>           ■ 

81 

— 

— 

88 

MisoeUaneons 

♦  Total  by  w 

*  Total  as  gi 

- 

>»                » 

964 

891 

232 

Idition  of  aboTo  details    - 

65,701 

41,182 

42,050 

Ten 

in  Bine  Books 

65,911 

41,190 

42,054 

LiBUAV, 


Ekolosubb  2* 

Bbtubm  of  Exports  from  the  Island  of  Labuak  daring  the  Years 
1872,  1878,  and  1874,  showing  the  Articles  exported  ana  the  Yalaes 
in  Sterling  of  the  same  in  each  Year. 


No. 

Articles  of  Export. 

Countries  to 
which  exported. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

Beeswax  - 

1,177 

1,444 

2,805 

2 

Birds' nests 

n 

7,822 

5,016 

4,842 

8 

Camphor  - 

M                        • 

2,291 

1,714 

1,596 

4 

Cinnamon 

»                     " 

58 

46 

.. 

5 

Coal 

» 

8,812 

2,656 

8,451 

6 

CofTee      - 

n 

— 

— 

... 

7 

Dammar  - 

» 

1,159 

26 

881 

8 

Cattapercha 

** 

2,231 

1,082 

821 

9 

India  mbber 

M 

14,722 

7,753 

3,867 

10 

Hides       - 

n                    " 

582 

578 

788 

11 

Pearls      - 

» 

2,185 

758 

1,809 

.  12 

Mother-o'-pearl    - 

n 

2,178 

145 

— 

18 

Pepper     - 

»* 

94 

174 

6 

14 

Rattans    - 

** 

2,588 

570 

1,852 

15 

Battanmats 

n 

— 

— 

.. 

16 

Bope 

n                    • 

12 

— 

_ 

17 

Sago  floor 

» 

26,249 

16,141 

80,109 

18 

„     raw- 

n                     • 

— 

— 

— . 

19 

Sharks' fins 

n                    * 

878 

165 

201 

20 

Tinder      - 

n 

141 



._ 

21 

Tortoise-shell 

w 

1,428 

1,687 

1,629 

22 

Trepang  - 

» 

500 

2,781 

1,738 

28 
24 

Specie 
Miscellaneons 

*  Total  by  additi 

*  Total  as  giyen 

on  of  details 
inBlneBooks    - 

585 

208 
656 

2,808 
410 

69,082 

48,500 

57,108 

69,094 

48,518 

57,112 

*  The  difEsrenoe  between  these  two  totals  is  oocasioned  by  the  shillings  and  pence  being 
omitted  in  tiie  above  details. 
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